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HE last number of volume twenty-seven 

Si of this journal was dated June 24th for 

despatch per 3. & O. steamer Oceanic for the 

.. United States and Europe, vié San Francisco. 

- The following mails have since been re- 
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¥.& 0.8, Belgte, San Fran’co, Junell ,, July 4 
And the following have been despatched :— 
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Dousme the t week or two # rumour 
has been spread bt industriously contradict- 
ed, to the effect that the Japanese govern- 
ment had resolved to abandon all farther efforts 
to bring about a revision of the treaties. These 
negotiations were commenced in 1871; and 
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rivers to overflow, burst their banks, flood the 
country, and do serious injury to the youn 
crops. Villages have been inundated an 
material damage done. A correspondent 
from Itarup (Kurile islands) describes the 
great quantity of ice met with in the forty. 
fourth parallel, and supposed to have le 
its way to the southward from Okhotek. In 
Yokohama the weather is colder than hag 
ever been experienced by residents at this 
season of the year, the mean temperature of 
the past week being some ten degrees below 
the July average. 


Tar Second National Exhibition, opened 
in Tokio March lst, was closed by the presi- 
dent, Prince Yoshihisa, on the 80th ultimo. 
This exhibition has been in every way as 
successful as creditable to the Japanese 
people. The buildings were extensive; the 
exhibits varied, excellent, and marking great 
strides in workmanship; and the attendance 
considerable. During the four months 


several attempts following upon long in- 
tervals of inaction have not had favour- 
able results. The causes of delay have 
been first the unwillingness of Japan to 
submit to the continuance of the clauses 
known as the extra-territorial conditions ; and 
the resolution of other countries to retain 
them for the present: and questions con- 
nected with the tariff. Many sympathize 
with Japan in her dislike of the extra-terri- 
torial clauses; but her statesmen should 
remember, and be the first to admit, that 
neither the laws of Japan nor their ad- 
ministration are even remotely fitted for 
the control and adjustment of those com- 
plex questions continually arising in the con- 
duct of commerce; and that the difficulty is 
at present insuperable. The sooner Japan 
recone her laws and secures their intel- 
ligent and pure administration, a task 
which Japanese are not yet sufficiently 
educated or experienced to perform, the 
sooner will objections to her jurisdiction 
over foreigners be removed; a state of 
things that would be hailed with pleasure 
by all trae friends of the country. The 
second cause of delay is supposed to be the 
tariff, which is to be largely increased. The 
object of the increase is said to be purely to 
add to the state revenue; but we ventare to 
assert that if the state restrictions upon 
exportation were removed the natural in- 
crease of importation would add to the 
revenue @ probably larger sum than the 
i higher tariff on the present limited 
trade ean be expected to do. Those interested 
in the question of the Japanese tariff should 
not overlook the fact that the exports of 
hi during the past twelve years average 
$21,000,000 per annum only ; or about 2s. 3d. 
per capita: and that no larger trade can be 
done ‘until the government relax the navi- 
gation laws. 

- Tae condition of domestic trade is depen- 
dent for improvement upon an extension of 
the coast service. A recently attempted de- 
fence of the official monopoly has served to 
show that the privileges accorded to one per- 
son have the effect of limiting the tonnage 
available for trade between non-treaty ports 
to 80,000 tons monopoly, and 25,000 tons in 
small craft owned by private persons. This 
is the limit of capacity for the coastwise 
trade; and if more accommodation is re- 
quired steamers muat be bought, or recourse 
had to native junks. 

Tar Mixapo is to start on his northern 
tonr about the 25th instant, and will be 
absent about eighty days. He will not, 
therefore, be in the metropolis on the arrival 
of the Princes Albert Victor and George. 

Accounts from the interior and the west are 
not peeing ice the harvest. An unusually 
dry winter been followed by heavy 
spring and early summer rains, causing 


taken at the gates. The next exhibition in 
1884 will be looked forward to with great 
interest. 


Tue annual calendar of the Tokio Daigaka 
or University has been published; and the 
merita of this institution are so great that 
special reference has been made to them in 
another column. There are few countries 
able to offer college education of superior 
quality for two guineas per term, including 
living, fire, and lighta. In educational polic: 
Japan is far ahead of the most civilised 
nations when her resources are daly consi- 


The impression that foreign merchants 
derive enormous profits from their export of 
silk has led to the een a @ native 
company with a large capital for the purpose 
of making direct shipments abroad for sale 
on account of the shippers. We observe with 
some regret the names of two of the leading 
silk merchants heretofore doing a large busi- 
ness with foreigners among the promoters of 
the company. Messrs. Hara Zenzaburo and 
Mogi Sobei, better known as Nosawayah and 
Kamiah, will probably find that silk transac- 
eel here ba far more profitable than those 
which depend upon the chances of foreign 
markets. P eperientia docet. 


Mz. F. Vivanti, Rabi silk inspector, has 
taken his brother Mr. A. Vivanti into part- 
nership, and the business will hereafter be 
carried on in the name of Vivanti Brothers. 


Tue fourth of July, the national event 
which our American fellow residents cele- 
brate, was saddened by the news received in 
the afternoon that President Garfield had 
been shot and dangerously wounded. Reporta 
have since been current of his death, but 
as we go to press favourable news has 
been received. 


788,499 visitors entered, and $65,222 waa ° 
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into certainty. Why, too, if Mr. Iwasaxi’s 
Gause requires no advopacy, does the Mail 
rush forward and, by resorting to rash asser- 
tions, distortions of facts, emphasized as- 
severations, and reiterations of we know, seek 
to defend 9 cause it conscientiously believes 
to be as radically bad as any monopoly 
expressly established by law to prey upon the 
means and fatten upon the labour of the 
? = ¥ our con} rary understands 

the question it deals with, if must know 
and that the moerita are. indefensible; 
and that not one honest thinking man 
can be found to advocate the continuance 
of those privileges which practically are 
sacrificing commerce in order that one 
person may benefit. We carefully sounded 
the springs of public opinion before first 
showing cause against an adversary so inflaen- 
tial and vindictive, and found an almost ab- 
solute unanimity of thought adverse to the 
principles on which the company is founded 
and maintained. This we have done: it is 
not the Japan Gazetre, singular in opinion, 
attacking Mr. Iwasazr Yataro; buat the ex- 
preasion, through the columns of a news- 
paper, of a widespread belief that the 
monopoly is a serious evil mainly respon- 
sible for the general inactivity and poves 
of the empire: and it is idle for any 
journal openly conducted in Japanese in- 
teresta to attempt to remove the well founded 
belief of numbers of educated men of expori- 
ence and discretion by merely meeting the 
direct avowala of the recipient of gavern- 
ment favour by assertions of ite own, made 
without authority, ambiguous, and indefinite. 
The defence of the Japan Mail we will 
endeavour to quote clearly gnd in perfect 
fairness, extraating the substance from the 


Reading Articles. 


THE OOAST TRADE MONOPOLY. 
fi hee pape interested in this question 
will 


dered that on the ohn pea 
we encountered the bare, unsu utter- 
anoes of the Japan Mail with t  wibslantel 
evidence afforded by the reports of a suit in 
whioh Mv. Iwasaxt Yataro, the nominal 
owner of the company for which the Mail 
has assumed the rile of apologist and de- 
fonder, was plaintiff; and tbe contents of a 
letter written by the same gentleman and 
published in the Nichi Nicht Shinbun in 
. April 1878. The assertions of the Mail were 
contrasted with facta quoted from the state- 
ments of the person who alone can be 
supposed to know the position he oc- 
eupied at that time; facts which the 
Mail had either forgotten or deemed con- 
venient and prudent to ignore in the belief 
that, by taxing the Gazette with the author- 
ship of statements made by Mr. Iwasaxr Ya- 
2an0, the public would be deceived and in- 
-duoed to form a different opinion to that now 
held. Thearticle in the Mail was so replete 
with misstatements that exposure was the 
simplest of simple tasks. Every base 
upon which our contemporary relied was 
attacked and disproved, and its inferences 
were shown to be completely erroneous. 
Not satisfied with the demolition of the 
fabric upon which it had rested a tenta- 
tive didoaeo of a thoroughly bad cause, 
the Mail now endeavours to set aside 
ud positive and convincing evidence by the 
idle repetition of assertiona backed op by u @ gubR 
others equally untenable. These we will| volame af words in which it is enveloped. 
examine, bat before doing so we are obliged| The point at issue is simply this:—Has tho 
to animadvert upon the disingenuousness of | government made Mr. Iwasaki Yataro a free pre- 
“our contemporary. In alluding to the facts | ent of certain shi i oF haa at nee se tars 
which our article was based, the|;,..11 has purchased chase! ehine? Mae Cound 
Hf fail admits they were troe four years ¥ 


himeelf to pay fot them by yearly instalments and 
ago, and adds that the world has one has invariably been true to that engagement.” 
been familiar with them. If this is so; if 


that Me Eeasett hiwsesit stated ina court of lng 
1 ithi * Mr. Iwasaki himsel in a court of 
these facts were within our contemporary’s four years ago, that the government had handed 


knowledge, why did it ignore their existence | oor ; ; 

: to him certain steamers without remunera- 
and im peri, becanse untrathfully, charge | tion; that he was the proprietor of those steamer, 
us with the fabrication of statements with | and that he had never been asked to pay anything 


for them. 

Nothi ld be more contradictory than thy 

nen eer eks to-day and that taken by Me. 
Yerseaki four years ago. Neverthelesd our version 
remains literally and unequivocally correct. 

The “facts” of Mr. Iwasaxr Yartaro’s 
possession of the steamers are then given. 
In face of Mr. Iwasaxr's explicit declaration 
of the circumstances which gaye him the 
reputed ownership, made in H.B.M. Court 
for Japan, we fail to see what these ‘‘ facts” 
have to do with the point at issue, bat lest we 
should incur a charge of unfairness we quate 


regard to the Mitsu Bishi Company when it 
know that every statement made by us rested 
« wpea the public utteraaces of Mr. Iwasaki Ya- 
TARO? Was it in the hope that these facts had 
coased to intervst; that the convineing dis- 
proof of the Mail's counter assertions had, ip 
-the effluxion of time, passed into the limbp 
of forgotten things, that the opportunity 
‘was seized to foist upon the public ap 
article which has been justly subjected to thy 
harshest criticism and censure ? 
~ We will deal at onoe with a point on which 


mubh stress is and has been laid. ‘So long | them, 
a the Gasectis alone is the sepuser,” says the % 
Dai, Rie Twasatr's oxnne roquion ond | Mi he etoraton the Goverment of Span 
yoeasy.” What is the meaning of this? This | originally belonged to the feudal chicks. It placed 


journal has never acoused Mr. Iwasaxt, but 
ip has attacked the principle with which Mr. 
'WASAKI's name is clogely identified. So far 
“as the cause is concerned we do not know : , a; y 
“Mr. Twasagt as an individual. That any ag- the ships were ‘well nigh nusertioeable, while 
sociation or monopoly can withstand. the fhe ships were then transferred to Mr. IWasaki's 
, evisicism of a newspaper acting, and known |care. They were not given to him nor even lent. 
te be acting, bond fide in the interedt|He merely acted ae the Government's agent, re: 
of the pablic, is a question that time alene|cived @ certain bie? fete ale ghOUTy paid all 
. ean fnrish the aabwer to: bat when tho| ZBe7s earned by. the ships into the Hrossury. 
ae eta . X68) A year’s trial sufficed to demonstrate the incon- 
hardship inflicted upon a people by the|vonience of this arrangement, and recoursa was 
existence of an abuse is demonstrated and | therefore had to anew method. The ships were 
confirmed by the writer. who ventures to|siven to Mr. Iwasaki for a term of 15 years, he 
defend that abuse, the result ceases to be|U5dertaking to keep them in thorongh repair, to 
matter of specnlation, and resolves itself hold them ole at the di 1 of their owners, 


aor ips in the hands of a native company— 
e@ Yubin Jokisen Kwaisha—and the result 

that in four years the Treasury accounts showed 
a loss of more than half million yen. Moreover 


and to relieve Treasury all pecuniary respon- 
WS&Bary 
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tence had become a b: hey 


sibility in the ntatter. This was the state of affairs 
in 1877 when Mr. Iwasaki ay ed before a court 
of law in Yokohama and made the statements 
upon which our contemporary builds his case. He 
had paid no remuneration for the ships and was 
their virtual proprietor for fifteen years. 


This statement of “facts” involves many 
contradictions, any one of which is sufficient 
to impugn its accuracy. The Restoration 
dates from 1868. The present government 
placed the ships in the babe of ry company 
incapable of the trust. Four years after, the 
veasela wore transferred to Mr. Iwasaxt. This 
brings us to 1873. Another year served to 
show tho inconvenience of the arrangement 
firat made, 1874, The ships were then given 
to Mr. Iwasaki for a term of 15 years, upon the 
conditions stated. Such an agreement would, 
therefore, not expire until 1889. Nothing 
was said of the cardinal point of the agree- 
ment when Mr. Iwasagt gave his evidence in 
a cause in which he sued as owner. He did 
not say then that he was merely lessee for 
a defined term without consideration; and 
that the ships, in reality, were the property of 
the government; and yet, according to the 
Mail, that was the true position. 
“paid no remuneration for the ships and 
“was their virtual proprietor for fift. 
“years,” an assertion made by the Matt 1 
jastify the evidence given by Mr. Iwasarr 
in a court of law, Mr. Dicknis, connael for 
the defendant in that cause, having dis- 
tinotly stated that part of his case was to 
show that plaintiff was not the owner of the 
vessela, and had no right of agtion. Traly, 
the hononr and veracity of a witness, 
the obligation under which he ia under 
to speak 


defence to which our confomporary is forced 
is sufficiently humiliating without this pain- 
ful incident, to which we will make no fur. 
ther allusion, for our contemporary, equally 
with ourselves, must ever regret that it ahould 
have been betrayed into the publication of 
such “ facts” upon which to justify its earlier 
assertions, and to explain the distinct state- 
ments to the contrary, supported by the only 
real evidence, made by the Janay AZEITE. 

An attempt is then made, in the following 
passage, to justify previous aggertion 
that the ships were not given to Mr. Iwasax1 
as distinctly declared by that tleman 
in H.B. M. Court. The italies in the follow- 
ing passage are literatim with the original. 

It was not till the autumn of that year (1877) that 
Shs dsrlese fs oeq fade pooped solue by sea 
wi ui 001 Us w 
ments. The Tinbility: iy 4 facurred was a very 
large one, nor is it yet, we believe, completely dis- 
charged, but there has hitherto been no failure to 
meet its engagements on the part of the itsu 
Bishi COMPART. At the Prost moment Mr. Iwa- 
spki is the bond fide proptielit ot the steahera 

ure! 6. Ni = 
sd lave we then warrant for cur statement, made 
in 1881, that the Government has not given but 
sold its steamers to Mr. Iwasaki, and hag our con- 
temporary on his side any warrant for dcdusi 
us of a ‘pure fabrication based upon prentised as 
false as the inferences drawn from ‘them P” 

This is probably the weakest point it the 
Mail's “ facts.” In 1874 the chip'ate hid 
to have passed to Mr. Iwasaxt by yittae of 
an ment with the government Which, 
relieving the latter of all pecuniary res- 
ponsibility, gave the former the full 
and free use of the vessels until 1889, 
Why, therefore, three years after the 
conclusion of an agreement so eminenfly 
favourable to one of the parties, should the 
favoured party consent to waive the remain- 
ing term, purchase the ships, and undertake 


He had - 
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to pay for them by instalments? Mr. Iwa- 
sax said the government gave him the ships ; 
the Mail says they were only lent for fifteen; 
years. Obviously an agreement granting the 
free charter of ships for fifteen years was 
too rich a prize to be given up; and it is, 
certain the acquisition of the ships could 
have been made on much easier terms when, 
they were twelve years older. Why, there- 
fore, Mr. Iwasaki should have assumed a 
liability and abandoned an agreement which 
rarely falls to the lot of mon to enjoy, is 
utterly inexplicable; and the Mail itself 
assigns no reason for the action. 

These statements of the Mail, basod os 
they are on a series of contradictions, are 
diametrically opposed to Mr. Iwasaki’s own 
version, and before they can command a 
grain of credence, or be urged in extenuation 
of the former misstatements, the authority 
upon which they are made must be given up. 
Have the secrets of the government been dis- 
closed by some faithless and interested official ? 
Have any of the phantom directors of the 
Mitsa Bishi Company, ‘8 company in which 
there are no shareholders beside myself,” 
divulged the businessof theiremployer? Have 
avy of the employés of the proprietor broken 
the trust reposed in them? We rely for 
our facts upou Mr. Iwasaki Yaranro, sole 
owner of the company, and as these facts 
are impugned we have a right to ask 
who gave the Mail the information it now 
uses as a means to contradict Mr. [wasaxt? 
We are not over-trustful in humanity, nor 
do we estimate integrity in Japan by a 
lofty standard, but we decline to accept 
a possible solution of the question on no 
better basis than mere supposition. We have 
no justification for assuming a breach of 
trust on the part of any of the officials 
of the government nor employés of the 
compeny; nor can we assume Mr. Iwasaki 
himself to be the authority, for the Mail 
says, in profane parable, and in denial of our 
insinuation that it had been inspired by Mr. 
Iwasaki, “Woe have not the pleasure of that 
“ gentleman’s acquaintance, but the truth is 
“ not hidden under a bushel.” With regard 
to this prevarication, we bave only to say 
that if the pronoun in the sentence quoted is 
confined to the editor of the Mail the 
denial may pess for what it is worth; but 
if the prononn includes the writer of the 


Examining this position, we fed that 
shortly after the war, for its services dating 
which the company had been remunerated 
in a liberal manner as the Mail admits, and 
in accordance with the “unit of measure 
employed when governments are concerned,” 
ani also that during the period preceding 
the rate of exchange raled from par to about 
110, and subsequently steadily and rapidly 
declined to 180, Mr. Iwasaxi declared, in 
April 1878, that on three lines specified 
the losses had been and were then 
at the rate of 505,560 yen yearly: that he 
derived no profit from the other lines; and 
that it did not appear as if he could continue 
much longer. 

Three years later (not four as the Afail puts 
it), notwithstanding thesevere fall in currency, 
the company is said to have recovered the 
losses sustained since the commencement of 
business carried on “in the face of great trouble 
and difficulty,” and to have attained a posi- 
tion described as eminently prosperous. Reac- 
tion mast have been sudden, for we find Mr. 


Iwasak1, on May 13th following his address | P’ 


to the public in April, appealing for assistance 
based upon the serious losses sustained by him 
in their interests, subscribing 500,000 yen 
to the internal loan ; and we have lately heard 
of the large sums advanced by him to the new 
railway monopoly ; nevertheless we are unable 
to reconcile Mr. Iwasagi’s declarations in 
April 1878, his subsequent actions, and his 
prosperity as stated by the Mail. We may, 
however, accept the Mail's statement in 
this particular as correct, bat we will 
ask our contemporary to explain how, in 
three years, heavy losses could be recoup- 
ed and the eminent prosperity of the pro- 
prietor assured, without a scale of freights 
which have severely taxed the producer for 
no other purpose than to enrich an individual 
who is using the taxpayers’ property, acquir- 
ed without payment, as a means for their 
oppression ? 

This state of things could not exist fora 
moment if it were not for the laws which 
guard Mr. Iwasaki from competition. Com- 
petition means that the people would have 
abundant and cheap conveyances to the in- 
estimable advantage and furtherance of their 
trade: but the Miteu Bishi Sompeny might 
then fall from its pinnacle of eminent 
prosperity. The cause, therefore, is one be- 


article, or the person who supplied the matter|tween the Paorte oy Japan aud Iwasaxr 


of it, we do not hesitate to express our an- 
qualified disbelief in the unnecessary dis- 
claimer of Mr. Iwasax1’s acquaintanceship. 

On the second part of the case, namely, 
that the company now is eminently prospe- 
rous, the Mail says :— 


Of a precisely similar character are the Gatette’s 
arguments with regard to the condition of the 
Company. Nearly four® years ago Mr. Iwasaki 
stated that he had incurred heavy losses and that 
his business was unprofitable. Does this prove 
anything about his circumstances to-day? Really, 
one is almost inclined to suspect that there is 
something of senile silliness in our contemporary’s 
inability to disentangle himself from the associa- 
tions of the past. 

Nevertheless, upon the strength of these two 
facts with which the world has long been familiar, 
viz., that four years ago Mr. Iwasaki had paid 
nothing for the greater part of the steamers flying 
the three-diamond flag, and that four years ago the 
Mitsu Bishi Company was not successful, the 
Gazette does not hesitate to infer to-day, that Mr. 
Iwasaki has never paid anything for those ships 
and that he is still running them at a loss! @. 
knowing the opposite of both propositions to be 
true, have ventured to make our knowledge public. 


* Mr. Iwasaki made this statement in April 
| 1878, only three yoars ago; an important correc. 
} tion, Ed. J. G. 


_— 


Yataro: and all efforts to disguise the real 
effect and tendency of the radically bad sys- 
tem of the coast trade in this country must 
be in vain, while every day affords additional 
proof of the injury done to the people in 
order that one living personification of go- 
vernment favour may be secured in the 
position which is, according to his apologist, 
the roward of his patriotism, enterprise and 
perseverance. 

We apologize for trespassing upon the 
patience of our readers. The welfare of this 
nation primarily depends upon the extension 
of the coast service; and it is obvious that 
while the so-called Mitsa Bishi Company 
holds unchallenged a monopoly which stifles 
all competition on the natural highway of the 
empire, commerce must remain inactive, the 
poverty of the people must increase, aud tho 
financial distress of the government muat 
deepen. 

We cannot forget that in ite first article 
the Mail, alluding to our attacks upon the 
principle of the coast trade monopoly, said :— 
‘When a system is obstinately pursued dos- 
“pite its manifest inexpediency, a question 
“Sarises not of discrimination alone, but of 
“honesty. Beforo we pass sentence there- 


“ fore, it will be well to consider the partida- 
“lars of the accusation.” The particulars of 
the accusation are before the Japan Mail and 
the public. What is their judgment ? 


THE PAPER OURRENCY OF JAPAN. 


CORRESPONDENT of The Boonomist 
ascribes the depreciation of Japanese 
currency to the “ quality” of the note. This 
term has given rise to some misapprebengion 
which it will be well to investigate. Tho 
Japan Herald takes exception to it, and avers 
that “ quantity,” not “quality,” is the cause 
of the declining value of Japanese kinsetsu. 
“'T, W.” rests his case on the foHowing 


grounds :— 

As a matter of fact there is none too much 
currency in Japan. Indeed if it is to continue to 
consist of irredeemable paper it will soon a 
that there is too little, and inflation will as 
loudly called for here as it was in America after 
the collapse of 1873. Even the Government itself 
will be forced to inflation to meet continually rising 
rices. An increase of the currency is, therefore, 
more likely than any real reduction of it. 

The device of occasionally applying portions of 
the already deficient coin reserve to purchases of 
currency in the market only aggravates every evil 
of the situation. It deceives no one; for it is 
believed that the notes withdrawn must soon be 
reissued or fresh notes issued in their places. And 
it benefits no one (except a few speculators); for 
what the country needs is not less money, but better 
money; and depletions of the metallic reserve, 
which lead only to fresh exportations of toin, leave 
the whole financial system just so mrach the 
weaker. Ifthe whole 20 millions of coin said to 
be in reserve were thus employed, the 160 millions 
of paper might be reduced to only 130 millions, 
but that remainder would then have no bottom 
whatever, and would speedily sink to worthless- 
ness. It would then be seen 
being too much money in use, there was, in fact, 
no money at all, and trade would be obliged to 
establish some new measure of value, or, else, 
Fiend to the mere barter af berbarona Lanne jer 

istory of paper monoy abounds in examp! 
such complete collapses of value, and Japan, as she 
now goes, is but too likely to farnish another. 


The Herald meets this in the followmg 
terms :— 


As to the so-called ‘quality’ of the paper money 
it has undergone no change : it has always been as 
it is now,—simply inconvertible. No body ever 
took it formerly, or takes it now, to hold it under 
the expectation that the government will af some 
unfixed period be both able and willing to redeem 
it on presentation at the treasury. But it is taken 
to be used as-real money,—as an instrament of 
exchange in all the daily transactions of life. Whe- 
ther the currency be ever redeemed in part or in 
whole, either during this century, or the next, or 
never, is of no moment to its holders to-day, who 
accept it without a thought of its ultimate redemp- 
tion . - Their ‘quality’ being unaltered, 
and the government being more firmly established 
than when first issued as a forced currency, 
«T. W.’s’ assertion does not carry conviction. 

. . . . But if the writer's (T. W.’s) mind were 
not possessed of an erroneous idea, that it is quality 
not quantity that is at the bottom of the low value 
to which paper money has fallen, he would see 
that inflation is the real evil that affects the com- 
munity now, and is the sole cause of the mischief 
experienced. 

To this “* T. W.” rejoined :— 

As to the facts, you imply that the present de- 
preciation of kinsateu resulte partly from the 
dubious position of the government before its 

ower was fully established, and partly from the 
Targe issues necessitated by the Satsuma rebellion 
in 1877. But if this were so the depreciation 
would have reached its maximum before August 
1877, when the rebellion was finally suppressed, 
the government firmly settled, and the volume 
of kinsatsu at its height. Instead of this the 
fact is, that there was no important discount 
on kinsatsu before 1878. In December 1877 the 
difference between paper yen and gold yen wus 
only five per cent., and gold yen were then at a 
premium in silver. Even during 1878 the discount 
up to August was only seven per cent, 


t, instead of there © 
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These facts appear to me to prove conclusively pay 


that government perils and large issues of 

had ttle or no influence. Further, according’ to 
Mr. Okuma's reports, there were more kinsatsu in 
circulation ‘before June 1878 than there have been 
at any time since. Yet after the maximum issue 
the discount still remained small, apd it was only 
when the amount in circulation had been reduced 
by more than ten per cent. that the value of sateu 
fell rapidly. 


“7. W.” then urged that until recently 
kinsatsn were convertible at par, and this 
during the period when, according to the 
Herald, they ought to have had their lowest 
value. To this the Herald replied by alludin, 
to the time required for new paper to fin 
ita way to the treaty ports where the rates 
of exchange sre determined; and casually 
mentioning the influence of the national 
banks upon the currency. 

The object of both writers evidently is to 
trace the true sources of the depreciation of 
Japanese paper money. One adheres per- 
Srecounly. to the quality, a term we under- 
stand in this case to be synonymous with in- 
convertibility. The other obstinately rejects 
this theory, and holds to the more plausible 
one of quantity. To assert that a reasonable 
sum of inconvertible paper will not circulate 
at par with the coin it represents, is to oppose 
universal experience and the authoritative 
opinions of the best text writers; and ap- 
pears as untenable as the opposite assertion 
that convertibility is of no moment to the 
holders of currency, ‘‘ who accept it without 
a thought of its ultimate redemption.” 
The essentials to a thorough understand- 
ing of the question seem to us to be, 
quantity, quality, issue, and circulation, 
all of which bave to be considered because, 
intimately connected with each other, they 
exert in some cases a separate, and in others 
® partially or completely united influence 
upon our currency. 

When the first issues were made the go- 
vernment ually absorbed the metallic 
medium and substituted paper. Those notes 
passed from hand to hand; they were 
required in the ordinary course of trade; 
the debt expressed on the notes was trusted ; 
and no question of “ quality” arose for the 
simple reason that a sufficiency of silver 
remained in the country circulating side by 
side with paper. The issues were, however, 
continned, the government employing this re- 
source as 8 mere temporary substitute for taxa- 
tion to an equivalent amount, and continued 
to doso until metallic money had been entirely 
superseded. Arrived at this point the temp- 
tation to continue was irresistible, and fresh 
issues were made which, not being readily ex- 
changeable as formerly for specie, required 
more time to enter into circulation. Had the 
government issue been in gold, the addition of 
any sum beyond the normal requirements of 
the nation would have led to a rise in prices 
equally with the rise which followed the 
emission of surplus paper currency. The 
tendency of this state of things with a 
metallic currency, is increased importation 
and diminished exportation. Money being 
cheap here would naturally flow to countries 
where it was dear. This natural cause has an 
opposite effect when the currency is incon- 
vertible. Prices rise, but uititicially. 
Sruart Mix says :— 

An inconvertible paper acts in the same way 
as a convertible, while there remains any coin for 
it to eupersede: the difference begins to manifest 
itself when all the coin is driven from circulation 
(except what may be retained for the convenience 
of small change) and the issues still go on increas- 
ing. When the paper begins to exceed in quanti- 
ty the metallic currency which it superseded, prices 
of course rise; things which were worth 61. in 

potallic money, become worth 61. in igconvertible 


Joun |) 


per, or more as the case may be. But this rise 
of price will not stimulate import and di 
export. Imports and rts are determined by 
the metallic prices of 38, not by the paper 
prices: and it is only when the paper is exchange- 
able at pleasure for the metals, that paper prices 
and metallic prices must correspond. 


Inconvertibility was only recognized in 
Japan when the amount of notes issued wason 


‘a scale sufficient to bave induced increased 


importation had the currency been a precious 
metal. There being no outlet for the surplus 
currency its depreciation became inevitable. 
Excessive quantity naturally drew attention 
to the quality, and both combined to es- 
tablish a discount sufficient to reduce the 
value of the issue to a level with the sum re- 
quired for circulation. This is the discount, 
which fluctuates as more or less money is 
required for the nation’s needs; as trade in- 
creases or diminishes; as the seasons are 
fruitfnl or barren. The qnestion is not one of 
quality alone. If the notes were convertible 
depreciation could not take place, because 
the surplus issue would be returned to the 
issuers to be exchanged into gold for export, 
or to be deposited in banks’ treasuries, and 
the volume, the quantity, would be restored 
to its normal condition. Fresh issues in Japan, 
beyond the sum the nation supported at par, 
so far as we bave been able to tracetheir 
circulation, have bad the inevitable effect of 
reducing the value of the whole, and have 
afforded proof that quantity first, and quality 
afterwards, are the true causes of deprecia- 
tion. Will either “T. W.” or the Herald be 
inclined to dispute the proposition that, 
assuming an issue of 150 millions establishes 
a rate of 160, the addition of 50 millions will 
have any other material tendency, when 
absorbed into circulation and the currency 
has had time to settle, than to lower the 
rate of exchange to 215 or thereabouts P 

We do not think either “'T. W.” or the 
Herald has taken the trouble to examine the 
mischief wrought by the national banks. 
The former lays stress upon depreciation 
being smallest when the issue was at its 
maximum, and greatest during the process 
of contraction: while the latter endeavours 
to meet this by an imperfect allusion to the is- 
sues of the banks, omitting to show how those 
issues obtained circulation and influenced the 
position and value of government paper, 
The statements of the ex-finance minister, 
H.E. Oxuma, show that on July 1st, 1878, the 
sum of government paper had attained its 
maximum, namely 121,054,731 yen. The rate 
of exchange then stood at about 107, at which 
figure it remained fairly steady until the early 
part of September, when a new force was 
brought to bear upon it. Natioval banks, as most 
of our readers are aware, must invest eighty 
per cent. of their capital in the purchase of 
national bonds, and upon the latter being de- 
posited in the treasury notes to an equivalent 
sum may be issued by the depositors. These 
notes are secured by being made exchangeable 
at the treasury on demand for kinsatsu, and 
they consequently float side by side with 
government issnes. At the close of 1876 
there were five banks with aggregate capitals 
of 2,850,000 yen, and note issue of 2,319,998 
en. Jn 1877, twenty-one new banks, capital 
22,016,100 yen, and note issue of 19,982,863 
yen; and in 1878, sixty-nine new banks, 
capital 10,675,000 yen, and note issue 7,405,- 
135 yen, were founded. These ninety-five 
banks had, therefore, an aggregate note 
issue of 29,657,996 yen. Little if any real 
banking business was done by these insti- 
tutions, the officers and shareholders being 
content to draw their interest upon 
capital bonds from the government, and 


. make whatever they could in addition b 


usurious loans and speculations in rice and, 
finally, in currency. Their note issne was 
more or less nominal, for the banks’ notes 
did not circulate to any considerable extent, 
there being a sufficiency of currency for trade 
requirements without the national banks’ 
per. We must, therefore, regard the issue 
in September 1878 as 150 millions of yen in 
round figures; but that sum did not re- 
present the circulation, circulation alone 
affecting the exchangeable value of an in- 
convertible currency, and accounting for the 
rate of exchange ruling at any given time. 

On the 9th September 1878 the govern- 
ment issued a notification permitting the 
mortgage and sale of pension bonds, and 
assessing rates of discount at which those 
bonds would be bought up by the finance 
department. The immediate consequence 
of this was to create a demand for cur- 
rency against bonds, and early in October 
the native press announced that since 
the issue of the notification the sales to 
September 29th did not exceed 700,000 yen; 
but, on the following day, sales reached 
29,861,715 yen; of which 28,941,065 yen 
was the proportion of purchases made by the 
national banks, and 420,650 yen by private 
peraons. That other sales took place causing 
paper held by the government in reserve to 
enter into circulation there is little doubt ; but 
the hostile criticism of the foreign press led to 
the suppression of further information. Here, 
however, we can account for a sum of 30 mil 
lions of yen, which up to thattime existed only 
as an tssue, entering at once into circulation. 
‘What was the consequence ? Exchange, which 
stood at 109 on September 9th, the day the 
notification was issued, declined to 121 on 
October 28rd. From this point a slight 
improvement took place, but a sensible 
rise in prices then set in and followed the 
demand of those persons who were endea- 
vouring to utilize the money received for 
bonds which had previously been unnego- 
tiable. The national bank notes were 
almost suddenly transformed from issue into 
circulation, and the augmented currency 
sought an outlet which could only be found 
in its exchange for metallic money which 
could be sent to countries where it would be 
dearer than in Japan. But redemption was 
impossible. To get rid of the currency the 
holders consented to a discount, which must 
increase until the value of the volume of 
currency is equalised with the value of 
the trade it is required to perform: and to 
this it would have descended, and restored a 
steadiness to exchange months ago, had it 
not been for official interference with the 
natura] course of events. This interference 
has been the source of serious depression, the 
effect of uncertainty of value; and the 
troubles have been augmented by the es- 
tablishment of more note-issuing banks, no 
less than fifty-eight additional having been 
founded in 1879 and 1880. 

Locking at the part these banks have 
played in the game of depreciation, we can- 
not follow “T. W.” in his statement that 
when the issue of paper was at its max- 
imum, depreciation was lowest; and as re- 
demption began the value of the remainder 
of the currency declined. That govern- 
ment paper alone would have been liable to 
further discount than the quoted rate in 
August 1878 is likely enough; but that the 
mere quality, the inconvertibility of that 
issue, would have brought about a decline to 
180 we cannot accept even as a possibility. 
The notification of September 9th, 1878, 


and the establishment of the national _ 
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the various names by which the University | given in each of these departments, appear to 
of Tokio has been designated, we should | be as good as they are extensive. In the de- 
say there must be more than ordinary in-; partments of law in addition to the subjects of 
dividuals dream of in a name; and names, | logic, history, philosophy and the like, Japa- 
like dresses, need changing with the seasons. | nese, French and English law appear in all 
The various names which have been uged to| their branches. 
designate this institution may be judged of , 
briefly from the following extracts from the| of fae Ledeen wie aah aren 
“ History of the University,” which history tant jadici itione i aten, + 
c o p portant judicial positions in this country, it 
forms the introduction to the calendar. From | would seem advisable that special training 
it we epitomize the following :— should be given in the cédes which are sub- 
In 1744 an observatory was established at| sequently to become their working tools. 
Kanda. After many changes two observa-|No donbt this point is fully recognized. In 
tories were established at Asakusa, and on|the scientific course the students of the first 
tho hillat Kudan. From these observatories, | year appear to follow the same line of study. 
where night watchers traced the heavenly} Amongst the subjecta taught, are mathema- 
spheres through space illimitable, it wonld| tics (which, for some occult reason, appears 
seem that the present university had its|to be confined to analytical geometry) 
inception. This being so, it sppears| mechanics, astronomy, chemistry, logic, &. 
strange that the science which gave it|For the remaining three years the student 
birth shonld have been so long neglected, | follows one of six special courses. These 
and a professional astronomer not added|are 1. chemistry; 2. mathematics, physics, 
to the professional staff until quite recent-|and astronomy; 8. biology; 4. engineering 
ly. In 1811 a translation office (Honyaknu | 5. geology; 6. mining and metallargy. Turn- 
Kioku) was instituted at the observatory. |ing over the pages we come to more detailed 
In 1855 this office was separated from | accounts of the various departments. In that 
ita parent and taken off to Kudanzakashita.|of literature, we find that the literature of 
In 1856 the name became Bansho-shirabe- | Japan, China, and England are énch treated of. 
jo or the office for examining foreiga books.| With this we get the constitutional history of 
In 1857 not only were foreign books} England, Roman and Grecian history, poli- 
examined but instraction was given in the|tical economy, philosophy of various des- 
English, French, German and Russian lan-|criptions &c. In chemistry, after a student 
guages, and courses in mathemAtics, botany | has become more or less practised in the arts, 
and chemistry. were successively oatablishod. we observe with pleasure that his attention is 
At this period of its germination the institu- | amongst other things drawn to the cxamina- 
tion first assamed the aspect of a college. | tion of native products like sake, mirin, do. 
In 1862 new buildings were erected at| Chemical technology which also, no doubt, 
Gojingahara No. 4, Hitoteubashi-soto ; and | is a very important subject for this country, is 
the name became Yosho Shirabejo or in-| very fully treated. The names we see like the 
stitute for examining foreign books, Injazo and diazo compoands, and phenanthrene 
1867 the name of the institation appeared are to the uninitiated alarming, but still lead 
before the public as the Kaisetjo. It was} to useful study. When we turn to mathema- 
in this year that the first foreign teacher, | tics we feel more alarmed, for the array of text 
a Mr. Gagatama of Holland, was om-| books ought certainly to frighten a wrangler. 
ployed, fora short time. In 1868 the in- With quantics and quartics, and a few of the 
stitution was completely hidden by its}newer inventions, the list would be complete. 
abolishment. Shortly afterwards it was re-| Some of the subjects named make us dubious 
established by the present government. Inj us to what the professor of natural philosophy 
1869 it was known as the Daigaku Nan-| willhave left to do. The professor of mathe- 
ko or South College; subsequently it was| matics we may remark is Mr. Damoxu Kixv- 
simply called Nanko. About this time the in-| CHI, a gentleman who it will be remembered 
stitution was again closed. In 1872 the name | took high honours at Cambridge. We congra- 
of the institution appears to have reached a | tulate the university on having in ita ranks so 
climax with the title Dattchi Daigaku Dai} accomplished a professor. In physics also the 
ichiban Ohiu-galus or the First Middle School | course appears to be very thorough, and jadg- 
of the First Grand Educational District. The} ing from the text books, tolerably exhaustive, 
year after it was known as the Kaisei-gaku ;|Next comes astronomy, the science which 
and the year after that as the Tokio Kaisei-| was the mother of the institution. The work 
gaku; and in 1878, as the Tokio Daigaku—j|appears to be not only theoretical but also 
the name by which it is at present known. { practical, there being a well equipped observa- 
Now this repetition of names, although at} tory in connection with this department. After 
first sight whimsical, and likely to create|thia we come to the courses on botany and 
confusion amongst strangers, has its value, in- | zoology, both of which, likeastronomy, involve 
somoch as each of them is a land-mark in} work which is practical as well as thoretical. 
the history of the establishment, telling of | These are followed by an outline of the 
changes in the method of instruction, in the | subjects followed by the students of civil and 
government, and the like. mechanical engineering. During the first 
The only important scientific discovery|two years of study these two courses 
which is recorded in the history of the institu-jare identical, but at the beginning of the 
tion, a record which appears somewhat invi-|last year the classes are separated. Here 
dious, is the discovery of the shell heaps at}amongst the sabjects which are taught, 
Omori by Profeasor Morsk. On this occasion,|we find a repetition of some of those 
however, the name of the institution instead| which uppear to be taught by the professor 
of becoming the Tokio Kaigaku firmly resist-|of mathematics. No doubt each professor has 
ed the innovation. his particular method of teaching, and to 
The institution as it now stands, embraces {illustrate the same principles in different 
departments of law, science, literature, and | manners will be highly beneficial. 
medicine. About the latter department,| Looked at by an outsider the courses to 
which we believe is, so far as foreigners are| which we now refer appear to be pastures 
concerned, carried on by German professors | where students may roam about gleaning 
solely, we see nothing in the volume before us. | fragments here and there without attaining 
The courses of instraction, each of which|any particular goal in their professions. 
extends over a period of four years, which are | It is possible, however, that pleasant wan- 


banks, are the primary causes of depreciation. 

We confess that when “T.W.” addressed 
the public through these columns, we were 
partly inclined to endorse the theory of 
quality ; but reflection shows iu the strongest 
light that if the vice of kinsatsa—the impos- 
sibility of redemption—is to be regarded as 
the cause of depreciation, the objection to 
them which holds good to-day had equal force 
when the firat note was issued. Suspicion of 
the quality never avose until the quantity com- 

lled the holder to have resort to the issuer. 

‘here he found no assets; and to make use 
of his capital he has had to submit to its 
diminution by giving away eighteen or twenty 
yen for the same commodities for which he 
formerly paid only ten. 

The view we take of this question is form- 
ed ater very full consideration of arguments 
which are certainly worthy of it; and the 
conclusion to which we arrive is that, if an 
inconvertible currency can be made to do 
duty as money at all, it will pass on a par 
with real money so long as the notes issued 
are limited to the number which the public 
would retain without sending in for payment 
if convertible. The government are debtors 
to that amount, and they are trusted to that 
amount; bat the situation is entirely changed 
the moment that amount is exceeded. Then, 
and then only, is the question of quality 
raised. 


Biiscelleweons Yotcles,— 


TOKIO DAIGAKU. 


OREMOST among the various sources 
towards which a Japanese student can 
look for an education bigher than that afford. 
ed in ordinary schools is the University of 
Tokio. A short time ago we received a 
copy of the calendar of this institution®* 
for which we offer our best thanks to its 
talented president Mr H. Kato. As this is 
the first opportunity we have had of an in- 
sight into the working of this establishment, 
we have turned over the pages of the 
book with considerable pleasure, and must 
certainly congratulate its president, and all 
who are connected with it, both past and 
present, on the high position which it has 
evidently attained. 

The first point which attracted atten- 
tion in the calendar lying before us was 
ita size, it being & thick volume of nearly 
600 pages. Until we opened it and found 
one portion to be a translation of the 
original which is written in Japanese, we 
felt that the well known calendars of the 
Imperial College of Engineering, with which 
we have been previously favoured, lad been 
eclipsed. No doubt these large calendars, 
when they can be afforded, have their advant- 
ages, especially perhaps in countries where 
the nature of institutions like universities 
and engineering schoola are not well under- 
stood. Beit as it may, however, we feel 
assured that the calendars of many Euro- 
pean institutions err in being too small. 

The University of Tokio appears to be 
now called the Tokio Daigaku. 

‘What's in a name? that which we call a rose, by 
any other word would smell as sweet. 

A sentiment like this may, in other coun- 
tries, perhaps find justification ; judging by 
fe TS MT SNA ORE ES ole RRO 

* Tokio Dai + niversity of Tokio.) The 
Calendar of ruses of Law, oe: and 
Literature. 2610-41 (1880-81). Published by tho 
University. 
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dering like this may be provided against ; still 
taking the syllabus of the studies as they 
stand, and comparing for a moment the first of 
the courses here indicated with the correspond- 
ing courses followed ont at the Imperial College 
of Engineering,—we make our comparison 
with this institution because it is near and 
familiar to us, though we might equally 
make it with very many others,—we see 
that after two years of general study in 
science, a student has to elect for his en- 
Sassi specialty one of the following 
ranches ; civil engineering, mechanical en- 
ginecring, telegraph engineering, or architec- 
ture. In the university, engineering appears 
to be divided into either civil or mechanical. 
For two years the courses are similar. Daring 
the last year they are separated and the 
mechanical engineering students spend nine 
months at the Yokosuka dockyard. In the 
Imperial College of Engineering, after a 
student has spent two years at his special 
subject he spends two more years, making 
a total of four years study, at practical work 
as determined by the department of Public 
Works of which this institation is an offshoot. 


We do not point this ont so mach for the 
sake of showing the superior opportunities 
which o student of tho Enginéering Colloge 

esses over a student of the University in 

ecoming thorough in a particular subject, 
as for the purpose of the bearing it has 
upon a subject we shall presently refer 
to. Before leaving this matter altogether 
we will call attention to the practical nature 
of,some of the questions which appear in the 
examination papers. How do you make 
gravel roads? And how do you make 
mortar? are questions on which the pro- 
fessor of engineering is to be congratulated. 
To be able to give satisfactory answers to 
aestions of this description, appears of 

r more value to a Japanese student than 
his being able to solve a differential equation 
relating to the deflection of a beam. The sub- 
ject of drawing, which is certaiuly of import- 
ance to nearly all students, appears to receive 
considerable attention. The courses in geo- 
logy, which comprise mineralogy, crystallo- 
graphy, paleontology, lithology, and many 
other branches appear also to be treated fully. 
When the writer of the syllabas remarks 
that “some account is given of Japanese 
rocks and fossils. Dana’s Manual is used.” 
‘We must confess we can only follow tho 
writer’s ideas confusedly. In mining and 
metallargy we again find a course which is 


not only theoretical but at the same time | 4 


practical. Not only are ores assayed, but 
small furnaces have been erected to illustrate 
certain metallurgical processes, with dres- 
sing machinery for the cleansing of ores. 
In the course in philosophy we observe 
with interest the attempt to cause the stn- 
dent to generalize so that he shall eventually 
be in a position to study details by himself. 
In political philosophy the student is led 
to a great extent to the consideration of the 
practical aspect of the subject. The various 
functions of government, the history of poli- 
tical institutions and the like, are treated of 
at some length. How far these studies are 
at present suited to the rising generation of 
Japan is with some a question of consider- 
able moment. We are prepared to argue 
that, althongh they may tend to bring 
about more or less mental disquictade in 
the minds of students respecting the pre- 
sent order of affairs, eventually it would 
soom that they mast be very benoficial. 
In political economy we are glad to ob- 
serve that the students are educated in 
general principles rathor than in thoso of 


one particular school. This at least will give 
them the opportunity of seeing the advan- 
tages which accrne from free trade and of 
comparing it with the restricted system under 
which the commercial interests of this country 
are waning. 

The last subjecta are history, and Japanese, 
Chinese, and English literature, also French 
and German. In the history course the his- 
tories of Rome and Greece form the special 
stadies. 

This brings us to the end of the various 
subjects which members of the university 
have opportunities of studying. 

A student on entering the college must be 
at least sixteen years of age and have com- 
pleted the required course prescribed in the 
preparatory school which is attached to the 
university, or else show by examination the 
same degree of proficiency which students 
from that school are expected to attain. 

The expenses per term (of which there are 
three in the year) including tuition fee, 
cost of living, fire, and light, are about 18 

en (or two guineas sterling) per term. 
he tuition fee alone is four yen. Educa- 
tion in Germany is cheap, but let os ask 
where in this world can any similar set of 
studies under a staff of able professors, with 
the advantages of an extensive library and 
laboratories, be followed ont for the same sum 
of money as it can be done for in Japan P 
The auswer is, nowhere. In the matter of 
cheap and really good education Japan cer- 
tainly stands preéminent, and sets an excellent 
example to nations of far greater pretensions. 

In one portion of the calendar we ob- 
serve several pages devoted to a descrip- 
tion of the system by which students are 
marked. Although we have read this care- 
fully we must confess ignorance of the 
system. No doubt it is scientifically correct, 
but like the reduction of a set of observa- 
tions by the method of least squares, it is 
certainly very puzzling to those uninitiated in 
its mysteries. 

At the end of the book we find a long 
series of examination papers. Comprehen- 
sive as many of these papers appear to be, 
certainly many of them do not seem to 
involve a study of all the text books 
which are prescribed iu some of the courses. 
Respecting the array of text books which are 
given, in the descriptions of the various 
courses, might we not ask whetker it would 
not have been better to have called many of 
them refurence books, to be referred to when 
aired ? It is our opinion, and we think 
algo that of many others, that if a student 
wishes to obtain excellence in any particular 
subject he bas a better chance of doing so by 
adherence to one well selected text book 
than by roving abont amongst many. 


Another point which we cannot pass by 
without mention is the unusual preponder- 
ance of typographical errors, ill compensated 
for by three closely printed pages of errata. 
Thus stadents are asked to enunciate the 
principle of virtical velosities : to prove that 
the push of a projectile is a parabola: find 
vertical height of the focus end of the vertex : 
to determine the velosity of a body after im- 
pact and the index of elasticity: a body des- 
cribe an eclipse under the force in the focus; 
find, &c. Speaking of cephalopoda, students 
are asked which are the ermost important 
genera, &e., &e., &e. We sincerely hope 
that papers like these were presented 
to the students in Japanese and that 
these are subsequent translations. We 
do not wish to be invidious, for in other 

apers the misprints are equally remarkable. 

hus we find Lami, Rankin, doctorine, 


Oharle’s laws, microsscopy, sulpplics, $e, So. 
These and very many other errors a 
have orept in, over and above three closely 
printed pages of errata, can hardly be said to 
embellish this valuable volume issued by the 
highest educational institution in Japan. 
Before the next calendar appears we would 
strongly recommend the appointment of a 
proof reader. 


The number of students in the college ap- 
pears to be 205. The number of teachers 
who are ranked as professors, lecturers, 
translators, professors extraordinary, and 
assistant professors, is 42. This means 
that on an average there are 4.8 students to 
one instructor. In this caleulation we have 
not incladed assistants to the professors who 
also may possibly take some share of the 
teaching. Out of these 42, twelve are for- 
eigners, eight of whom are engaged in 
science. In science alone there are altoge- 
ther 20 teachers to 111 students, or on an 
average 5.5 students to the instructor. In 
the Imperial College of Engineering, which 
is mainly an institution for instruction 
in science, there appear to be 13 teachers of - 
scientific subjects to 197 students, or more 
than 15 students to one instructor. Tak- 
ing these results as being correct, it 
would appear that there is more economy in 
the expenditare of teaching power in the 
Department of Public Works than in the 
department whose specialty is that of educa- 
tion,—their relative values being as 3 to 1. 

The expenses of teaching in all depart- 
ments is no doubt largely dependent upon 
the number of foreigners employed. As the 
majority of foreigners in these institu- 
tions are teaching the same subject 
the scientific portions of these two de- 
partments might in some way be united 
(rumours of pending changes of this des- 
cription have from time to time reached us). 
In such case no doubt the government 
might obtain results as good if not even 
better than those which are now being 
obtained, and at the same time economise 
to the extent of say 50,000 dollars per 
annum. The only question to be answered is, 
how is such a result to be obtained P 
No doubt the Department of Public Works is 
anxious to retain possession of an institution 
which has been reared at considerable ex- 
pense until it has become valuable to them, 
whilst the Department of Education feels 
that the privilege of educating young 
Japan has been infringed upon. Should the 
Educational Bureau put forward claims of 
this description, if reasoning by anslogy has 
any woight, & reference to the position which 
similar schools in Europe hold to the govern- 
ment would quickly dispel all arguments. 
The question to be settled in a matter of this 
description however, is not so much what 
other countries do, as it is what Japan 
should do, to save a certain sum of money. 

We should be inclined to argue that the 
university ought to give up ite character of a 
technical school, and let technics be taught 
by the departments where a knowledge of 
such subjecta is required. In addition to go- 
vernment cadets at such a school, as at the 
government schools of other countries, pri- 
vate students might also be admitted. Under 
the circumstances, the university ought, we 
think, to cease aiming at being a school for 
teaching the applied sciences, and confine 
itself to arts and sciences such as we see in 
the universities of other countries. 

If this were done the staff of the Engi- 
neering College might be increased and its 
course of instruction elaborated. Already 
it is the college whore ita staff of instructors, 


THE JAPAN GAZETTE. 


ag 


as we have already shown, have the best op- 
portunities for giving instraction in that 
which is professed, and where teaching 
power is best economized. After the union, 
the opportunities for instruction might be in- 
creased and teaching power still more advan- 


tagoously expended. 

in makivg thesé remarks we by no means 
wish to disparage the University by our com- 
parison, for we could make others from which 
the sister institution might receive some 
valuable hints. We and others regard both 
these institutions as being excellent, as is 
testified alone by these calendars, and they 
are undoubtedly institutions which have 
already made a permanent impression in the 
annals of education. We wish them both all 


possible success. 
I think it is time that public attention 
should be called to a most commendable 
duty which the Japanese authorities began 
well, bat in which their interest now seems 
to flag. I mean the sanitary improvement 
of Yokohama and its neighbourhood, and the 
work begun by the Board of Health appointed 
in 1879, during the epidemic of cholera and 
diarrhoea then prevailing. This apathy on 
the part of the Japanese authorities, if con- 
tinued, will undoubtedly lead to the most 
serious results, and in a far larger proportion 
to the Japanese than to the foreign residents. 
Still any one of us may some day owe his life 
to such precautions as have already been 
advised by the Board, and which it will be well 
to urge upon public attention. In this matter 
we, equally with the Japanese, are bound by 
physical laws to many conditions affecting 
air, water, houses, soil, and drainage, which 
characterize the climate of Japan, or are 
modified by Japanese habits of life. 

I think therefore, it is advisable to briefly 
recapitulate the observations and advice of the 
Sanitary Board. Such action may call forth 
suggestions from others, and at all events 
requires no apology as the matter is really 
one of vital interest and importance. If there 
is any one point on which the government of 
a country have a supreme right to enforce 
laws it is that of sanitary legislation. 

The Sanitary Board began its labours by 
making regulations specially directed against 
the epidemic then existing and spreading in 
Japan; sach as the disinfection of the sick 
and their surroundings and their treat- 
ment in hospitals which, important as they 
were at the time, have not now the same 
immediate interest. When these most urgent 
questions were decided on, the more deep- 
seated causes predisposing to the disease 
lying in the surrounding conditions under 
which the people of Yokohama were living, 
were investigated. It is to these causes more 
especially that I wish to refer, as they are 
still, I believe to a great extent, in existence 
notwithstanding the painstaking examination 
of the members of the Board by whom they 
were brought prominently to official and 

ublic notice, and by whom remedies for 
hem were clearly pointed out and recom- 
mended to be enforced. 

The recommendations of the Board may 
be epitomised under the following heads :— 

(1.) House to house visitation. 

2.) Water supply. 
3.) Market police. 

The results of house to house visitation are 
best shown in a tabular form, the area ins- 
beret being divided into districts. Of one 

istrict I regret to say I have not been ablo 
to obtain the report. 


SANITARY REFORM. 
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removal of 


tamination b; 


water should not be used for drinking, 


. Society for improving artisans’ dwellings recommended, 


. Closets are very bad, impermeable ones only should be used. 


Refuse boxes or brick ashpits desirable in every compound, 
Jloset scavenging deficient. Well water should not be drunk, but the aqueduct extended. 


General Remarks and Recommendations of Board. 


provision required for carrying off rainwater from compounds, Better construction, cleanliness, and ventilation of 


ses required. 


ation of 
—Servants’ quarters are too much neglected; they should be better constructed and repaired and kept cleaner. 


or too near 


Well-qualified local sanitary inspectors should be appointed, No effective means for preventing epidemics can be taken unless 


the above recommendations are carried out. 


Ground must be raised at least 2 feet. 73 marshes must be removed. Foundations and basements must be raised. Dangerous houses must 


be destroyed, and nagayas, theatres, teahouses and lodging houses should be better constructed and arranged, and kept in better repair. 


liquor, and drug shops require rigorous inspection, Impermeable closets or the pail system must be enforced, 
thoroughly carried out. Drainage must be reformed. Soclety for improving artisans dwellings recommended, 
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Drains. 


Of the worst description being mostly short 
drains ending in ceespite. 
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In reading this table particular attention 
should be given to the last colamn contain- 
ing the chief remarks of the members of the 
Sanitary Board, as they sum up in a few 
words almost all the evils and defects of 
the present neglected state of sanitation in 
Yokohama. 

It is a fair question for the public to ask, 
after such reports and recommendations have 
been made, what are the resulta? Have any 
local sanitary inspectors been appointed? Are 
people still allowed to live with cesspools in- 
side their actual dwelling houses? Have 
the most notoriously bad places been“im- 

roved; the Ishikawa fish market, the lodging 
Esteos: theatres, fish and meat shops of 
Karafuto? Is the apes being extended 
to the eastern parte of the settlement ? Will 
the low-lying ground near Yokohama be 
elevated before building on it is allowed ? 
Are scavenging and closet cleaning carried ont 
more effectually ? Or was the appointment 
of this Sanitary Board, with the governor of 
Kanagawa ken as ite president, only a little 
farce which is to be enacted whenever the 
scare of an epidemic reaches hend-quarters ? 


Drains.—When a house ia built it fre- 
quently happens that the builder, as a 
matter of course, puts down wooden gut- 
ters and covers them with earth, in what 
ho considers the most convenient directions. 
Their whereabout becomes forgotten, and as 
they gradually rot away their leakage forms 
what are practically nearly as bad as cessools 
at various points of their course. ‘This is all 
utterly wrong. Stone-ware pipes are best, 
but if wooden drains are uged they should 
be periodically opened and inspected ; and 
in either case, whether wooden gutters, 
earthen or stone-ware pipes, or brick drains 
are in use, a plan showing their exact situa- 
tion and direction should be made and always 
kept for reference. 

should be clearly understood in these 
matters how much if any repnirs are to be 
done by the tenant, arid how mach by the 
landlord; if the latter is responsible he should, 
from time to time, inspect his property during 
its occupation by the tenant, who should 
afford him every facility for thorough ex- 
amination of the premises. Now that, as we 
may hope, the necessity of a thorough state 
of repair is admitted on all sides, it might en- 
sure correct drainage, and perbaps save many 
disputes if some recognised aathariby should 
decide as to what repairs are uecessary, and 
that until such repairs ae effected the house 
should not. be allowed to be used. 

Elevation of Sites. —This is a very important 
point both to the present and the future 
sanitary state of Yokohama. In their 
report on Karafuto the Board say “an 
efficient system of drainage and scavenging 
will only become of use after the soil in this 
section of the town has been  snfficiently 
raised :” and again, “as this valley will in the 
future doubtless become the direction in 
which Yokohama will extend further, it 
seoms tous very desirable if not a necessity 
to raise the ground there in time, before 
allowing the people to build houses on the same.” 
It would, I suppose, be visionary to look for- 
ward to the time when a thiek belt of 
Eucalypti would parify the air of that river of 
concentrated malaria that, rising from a 
thousand manure-laden paddy fields, now dis- 
gorges itself over Yokohama with every 
southerly breeze; but possibly to plaut such 
a belt would not cost very much. That 
such a belt would be highly boneficial seems 
not too much to infer from the experiments 
lately made by the Trappists in the Pontine 
Marshes at Rome. 


Drainage of Sites.—This is also a question 
of fundamental importance. While Mr. 
Mita, engineer to the Kanagawa ken, proposed 
(twentieth meeting) the water carriage system 
“of drain-sewers if possible with tide-gates 
“and slwices, or with a pumping station at 
“ the outfall.” if necessary, the general sense 
of the foreign members of the Board was in 
favour of collecting the sewage in tanks and 
disposing of it by irrigation. At the twenty- 
second meeting Mr. Mita brought forward 
further details of his proposed plan, and the 
Board requested him “to furnish some 
“information about the probable cost of the 
““meter-tank-system.” 

The two subsequent meetings contain no 
farther mention of this important subject 
which, however, is in detail more an engineer- 
ing than a medical one. 

Scavenging.—A committee was appointed 
(twenty-first meeting) to framo rules fora 
complete system of scavenging, but as 
pointed ont by Dr. Geerts at the last meeting 
they had not then sent in their report. 

But little comment is needed. The main 
sanitary defects and their remedies have been 
so abundantly pointed out by the Board that 
it only remains now to take action on thoir 
advice. To detail further minutis or enter 
into refinements of construction would be, for 
the present, waste of time; the Japanese have 
been plainly warned, and on their own head 
will be the blame if another epidemic should 
find them as defeuceless as it did before. 
Mention should be made hero of the obstruc- 
tive attitude assumed by the Chinese to all 
sauitary reform. They would not allow their 
honses to be visited, so that consequently no 
reforms conld be suggested as to their pre- 
mises and houses, though the Board expressed 
the opinion that they ‘“ were most justly in 
want of a better sanitary arrangement.” 
This might be met in the future by certain 
preliminary conditions as to sanitary ar- 
rangements and inspection to which every 
purchaser of land, Chinese or otherwise, must 
consent before entering into possession or 
building on his holding. 


(2.) Water supply.—At the twelfth meet- 
ing of the Board, ‘ Dr. Geerts communicated 
“the results of the analysis of the water of 
“ the aqueduct, since the repairs of the tubes 
“up to Sakaragi-bashi had been finished. 
“The water as it now flows through the 
“ tubes, is not clear, on account of small red 
“clay and sand-particles suspended in the 
“sume. But these clay particles excepted, 
“the water had proved to be of an excellent 
“quality, very pure, without any trace of 
“ pollution. The water wanted only to stand 
‘‘gtill for a certain time, or to be filtered in 
“order to remove the suspended clay par- 
“ticles. Then it becomes perfectly clear. 
“ As the water in the aqueduct is not now 
“glear but turbid, people are thinking un- 
“ justly that it is not fit to drink, whilst it is 
“even in its present unfiltered state much better 
“than any well-water of lower Yokohama. As 
“it is much to be regretted, that such pure 
“ water as that of the Tama-gawa- should not 
“be filtered before entering the tnbes, Dr. 
“Geerts proposed to remedy the matter, 
“ expecially as it could easily be done, and as 
“ it is of great importance.” Having inspected 
the aqueduet and the reservoir at Kashimada, 
Dr. Geerts reported (thirteenth meeting), that 
the water was only turbid from the presence of 
suspended particles of red clay and sand, aud 
that when these were separated “ by allowing 
the water to subside during 24-36 hours ” the 
water was ‘of an excellent quality aud far 
better for drinking purposes than the water 
of most wells in Yokohama.” To effect the 


removal of suspended material Dr. Geerts 
advised a filtering tank, or one for subsidence 
before the water was allowed to enter the 
main, and at the same time that the carrying 
tubes should be freed from all causes 
“‘which might allow the entrance of dust or 
sand into the tubes” on its way. At the 
nineteonth meeting the governor of Kana- 
gawa ken said that the money required’ for 
the reservoirs (from 80,000 to 88,000 yen), 
“ould not easily he found at the moment" 
and therefore he advised filtration at the 
houses after distribution. At that meeting 
it was decided to try and find a cheaper 
means of purifying the water. At the 
twentieth meeting this was estimated to be 
possible at a cost of 2,900 yen, and the pro- 
cess, if the shareholders wackd vote the money, 
could be undertaken, but not until then. 

As to Wyokoff pipes for water carrying, it 
&ppears, from reports of meetings eighteen and 
nineteen, that experiments were to be made 
at the Kosaka-bun-kiyoku in Tokio to test 
their worth and value as compared with 
cast iron tubes; also, whether they can be 
made in Japan from Japanese materials. 

At the twenty-fourth and last meeting of the 
Board a report of these experimenta had not 
been made, but there can be little doubt there 
is no real obstacle in the way of placing good 
drinking water within the reach of every one. 
It is only an extension and improvement of 
an already existing arrangement that is want- 
ed, and it is a matter for due consideration 
whether the Japanese government might not 
guaranteo a minimum dividend to the share- 
holders. The government cannot in fairness 
evade the question of water supply, for surely 
they wonld not yield their right to close pol- 
lated wells in the interests of public health, 
and if they do this they ou Et to provide 
other sources of supply. It is, however, 
hardly advisable that the whole of Yoko- 
hama settlement and neighbourhood should 
be supplied from one source. Two, or 
perhaps even three, separate sources would 
be o safeguard against any contaminating 
influence which might occur in one only. 
While remedies were being applied there 
would be one or more separate sources 
to satisfy immediate wants, while at tho 
same time a comparison of the disease- 
rate or death-rate in the districts sup- 
plied by different waters would often give 
a valuable clue to water contamination; 
and the source of such diseases as spread 
through water contamination which might 
be of the greatest use in times of epidemics. 
It is matter worthy of cdnsideration whether 
tanks, supplemented if necessary by wells, 
might not be built on Noge hill aud some 
part of the bluff co i the concession to 
foreigners from which water might be readily 
laid on to the villages beneath. 

I am informed that some four months ago 
or 80, the Yokohama Fire Brigade asked thé 
Kencho for water from the aqueduct. Indeed, 
the frequency of fires in Yokohama is an ad- 
ditional inducement for providing a copions 
‘water supply, while the elevation of the sur- 
rounding hills is such as to give pressure 
enough to make the water often inde ndent 
of any engine power. I believe the Fire 
Brigade have not as yet received a reply. 

In the autumn of last year the Kencho 
were requested to supply water from the 
aqueduct to the buildings on the new 
swamp. This request wos signcd by all the 
owners of premises in that quarter, many of 
whom employ handreds of Japanese in their 
tea firing establishments; but no answer has 
yet been given. 

(3.) Market Police.—At the fourth meeting 
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of the Board a committee was appointed to| 


draw up regulations for a system of market 
police, and it was suggested by Dr. Geerts 
that inspectors of nuisances should be ap- 
pointed to seize articles unfit for food, and 
in doubtful cases to refer them to the Benten 
Sanitary Laboratory. In the reports of 
subsequent meetings I find, however, no far- 
ther mention of the matter until the last 
meeting, when it is enumerated amongst other 
things as being still left undone. 


I think inspectors of nuisances should bo 
appointed each fora emall district, and that 
they shonld report to a medical officer of 
health who should bave general sanitary 
control of several such districts,and thus 
there would be a staff of inspectors and 
health officers comprising, in their united dis- 
tricts, the whole neighbourhood. The health 
officers should be foreign qualified medical 
men and members ex-officio of the Board of 
Health, and their recommendations as to the 
removal of nuisances and sanitary reform 
should be supported by the authority of the 
Japanese government. 

While the inspectors collect information 
as to the existence of nussances, the pollution 
of water, the sale of bad articles of food or 
bad drugs, the existence or reputed existence 
of contagious, infectious, or epidemic disease 
and of over crowding, the health officer 
should be the person to whom this in- 
formation is brought, by whom it is 
to be sifted, and on whose advice re- 
forms should be carried ont; while some 
sort of record of the sanitary condition of 
the district should be kept, reports being 
made every quarter to the health board. I 
consider this recommendation of Dr. Geerts’ 
that inspectors of nuisances should be ap- 
pointed, if they are made responsible to 
duly qualified foreign medical men, as health 
officers, as the most important one of all 
in the view of organizing and making per- 
manent what evidently has a great tendency 
to be only spasmodic. But it is essential for 
its success that the Japanese government 
should back up the health officera in every 
way and not allow their advice to become a 
dead letter. Whatever system of scavenging 
be. adopted it will always be liable to miscarry 
without the constant practical criticism, so to 
say, which the inspector of nuisances would 
keep up. To sum up, I would atrongly urge 
that the Japanese government are in a posi- 
tion to make great and lasting sanitary re- 
forms of incalculablo benefit to the nation 
at large, if, as we may reasonably conclude, 
sanitary reform here will lead to it elsc- 
where. They have had chiefly through 
the energy and public spirit of the mem- 
bers of the Yokohama Board of Health a 
practical working out of sanitary inspection 
performed, and a practical, though as yet in- 
complete, system for the future plan. 
ned out for them. There is no excuse for 
the authorities on the score of want of 
information ; they have no guarantee against 
the importation of any epidemic disease to- 
morrow; they are “aware of the advantage 
“ of eatablishing permanent boards of health” 
ne stated by the governor of Kanagawa ken 
at the twenty-fourth meeting, and they were 
at that time (November 5th, 1879) “in con- 
sultation on the matter ;” and yet—nothing 
bas been done. To those who sincercly be- 
lieve in the laws of health, attention to sani- 
tary matters will conduce to a nation’s great- 
ness and happiness more than all other forms 


of civilization ; legislation whether on domestic ' 
or foreign affairs, the growth of commerce, | 


the progress of all branches of science and 


art, can do little to benefit the man who bas 


loat health. Nations, or the policy of nations, 
may aspire to wealth for aggrandisement, 
but the real value of moncy lies not so 
much in what it can give as in what it 
enables us to escape, cares, ill-health and too 
often premature death. 

Tt may be said that it would bave been 
better to bave written directly to the 
authorities than to the press: bat as they 
have not heeded the emphatic advice of 
the Board of Health at a time when there 
was a general feeling of deep anxiety as 
to the course of an epidomic disease rapid- 
ly spreading in their midst, can we expect 
them to listen to a solitary individnal in a 
time of comparative immunity from disease ? 

It is to publicly expressed opinions held 
by numbers that we must look to rouse the 
inertia of the government. 


W. T. Buckte. 


THE “JAPAN MAIL” ON SILVER YEN. 


Nes action of all public bodies is open 

to criticism, but not to misrepresenta- 
tion. The Yokohama Chamber of Commerce 
has of late taken no earnest part in matters 
of vital importance to the trade of which the 
chamber is supposed to be the guardian; 
and, as a natural consequence, individual 
efforts have been unsaccessfully made to 
effect those reforms which could have been 
successfully carried out by a united body of 
merchants. When the two banks adopted 
the ill-advised measure of accepting the 
silver yen at par with the Mexican dollar, 
they seem to have entirely ignored the 
facts that remittance is the necessary termi- 
nation of importation, that Japanese silver 
was at a discount abroad, and that, so far as 
Hongkoug was concerned, the legalisation 
of the yen there was an impossibility, 
inasmuch as the British government have no 
power, or rather would not ventare to act in 
@ manner so unconstitutional, to legalise the 
tender of a foreign coin in any portion of the 
British dominions. The only hope was that 
the merchants of Hongkong would agree 
among themselves to accept the yen and 
legalise it by a doubtful sort of local ordin- 
ance. There was, howover, the insuperable 
objection that no ordinance conld affect 
Chinese outside of the colony, and if they, 
the dealers in silver, kept up their preference 
for the Mexican dollar, the yen must perforce 
circulate only in Hongkong. These matters 
were undoubtedly contemplated by the Cham- 
ber of Commerve. One member ot that body 
bad stated that the Japanese government 
were most uneasy nbout the depreciation of 
paper currency, and were only too eager to 
apply for remedial purposes large reserves of 
silver yen actnally lying useless in their 
hands from the fact of its not being carrent. 
Recommending the acceptance of the yen, 
Mr. Watson added the essential proviso that 
the foreign community could not wisely com- 
mit themselves to the silver yen unless that 
coin were made current in Hongkong. 
From this position the chamber never reced- 
ed: its resolution was to accept the yen only 
when made current in Chira. We com- 
mented on this position at the time, and 
endeavoured to show that Japan, not being a 
silver producing country, can only carry on 
the operation of coining at the expense of the 
owners of tho bullion; in other words, bullion 
must be imported, coined, exported, and re- 
converted iuto bullion, In Chine there is no 


mint; the melters of silver into sycee supply- 
ing the deficiency ; sycee being tho real cir- 
culating medium. Under such circumstances, 
to expect China to send her bullion to 
Japan to be minted into coin is to expect 
her to voluntarily submit to the diminution 
in value of her circulating medium, bullion: 
while a proposition or demand on the part 
of Japan for her coins to be made legal 
tender in China is equivalent to an attempt 
to acquire an interest in the direct taxation of 
the metallic currency of the latter country. 


There were numbers of other good and 
valid reasons why the silver yen should not 
at present be accepted by foreign merchants 
at par with the dollar; and the action of the 
two banks created considerable surprise, pre- 
ceding, as it did, the meeting of the Hong- 
kong Chamber of Commerce when the ques- 
tion of admitting the yen into the colony 
was discnesed for the first timo in public. 
The interference with business, and the losses 
that must accrue from a premature accep- 
tance of silver yen, had been fully appreciated 
by the Yokohama Chamber of Commerce. 
The banks, however, did not consult the 
chamber, nor did they even consult their 
chief constituents until after their notifica- 
tion had been issued. Under conditions of 
this sort what could the Chamber of Com- 
merce, or any other body do? Protests are 
of no importance or value. The banks 
made a false step, and for the agreed term 
there is no remedy, but we may rejoice at the 
wholesome lesson that has been given to bank- 
ers to refrain in fature from adopting measures 
materially affecting the interests of the public, 
their supporters, without previous consulation 
with, and the acquiescence of those primarily 
concerned in the matter. 

This is a brief and necessarily incomplete 
revital of the events preceding the acceptance 
of the yen at par with the dollar in Yoko- 
hama; bot it serves to show that the 
Chamber of Commerce never approved the 
action. The Japan Mail, in ite firet article 
on this sabject, made a distinct charge 
against the chamber which we characterized 
as opposed to fact. “ Strangest of all,” said 
oar contemporary, “this financial freak ac- 
tually received the approval of the Yokohama 
Chamber of Commerce.” When the authors 
of this incorrect statement were referred to 
the reports of the Chamber of Commerce, they 
answer that the reports in question were before 
them, and the statements made were based 
upon their perusal. “It is precisely because 
the Chamber of Commerce discriminated and 
yet consented that we look the liberty of 
expressing surprise. The commitfee saw 
‘every reason’ for placing the silver yen on 
an equality with the Mexican dollar, ‘ pro- 
vided it was accepted as current in China’; 
and further the Chamber thought the 
action of the banks ‘somewhat regrettable’ 
inasmuch as they had anticipated the 
monetization of the yen in Hongkong. 
From this our contemporary infers, in sup- 
port of its former assertion that the cham- 
ber bad actually approved the action of the 
banks, “Despite this complete appreciation 
of the question as one of exchange the Cham- 
ber virtually approved that action by taking 
no further steps to oppose it.” 

There is no necessity to follow this matter 
further. The Mail first says the Chamber of 
Commerce “actually approved” the banks’ 
action. When challenged it says the cham- 
ber “ virtually approved ” because it took no 
steps to express disapproval. If reasoning 
of this sort is admissible, the whole body of 
merchants have approved the bavke’ action, 
for no steps have been taken to oppose it. 
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And that this is not the case; that, on the 
contrary, the merchants strongly disapprove, 
is as sufficiently well known to the Japan 
Mail as to the community at large. 

With regard to fixed or current depositors 
with dollar balances at their credit, those 
persons had an indisputable right to demand 
peyment in dollars. The banks’ notice does 
not apply to past transactions, and could not 
even be urged in support of a repayment in 
yen of a deposit made in dollars prior to 
the issue of the notice. Subsequent to the 
issue of the notice, no person has deposited 
dollars, which are at a premium on the 
market here, proving beyond all doubt that 
two distinct coins remain in spite of the 
notification which was intended to make 
them one. 


THE TOKIO OHAMBER OF OOMMERCE 
ON CURRENCY. 


A FTER the article on the “« Paper Currency 
of Japan” was in type we met with a 
report made by the Tokio Chamber of Com- 
merce, at the request of the government, into 
the causes of the decline in value of silver and 
rice observable during the last two months. 
The report refers to the influence of supply 
and demand as an invariable law which has 
affected these two commodities in the usual 
Course. This is so far obvious and right, but 
incorrectly applying the principle to silver the 
chamber falls into error of a serious kind. Thus, 
the report says the demand for silver yen is 
8teatest when imports exceed exports, which was 
the case from April to November last year. We 
Cannot avoid expressing surprise that a body of 
Merchants who lay much stress upon the 
operation of the laws of political economy should 
adhere to the notion that the balance of foreign 
commerce is in any manner connected with 
the fluctuations in paper. Sufficient evidence 
has been adduced to show that the excess 
of importation is the payment made by for- 
eigners for their residence in this country ; and 
that, as a matter of fact, silver is imported to 
defray the balance of trade, which is largely in 
favour of Japan. These indisputable truths 
- appear, however, to be wholly ignored, as is also 
the true cause of the fluctuation of silver, or 
paper, or both. The sudden rise from 180 to 
160 is ascribed to foreign trade, which is incor- 
rect; instead of to the season of increased 
business, of enlarged interchange of com- 
modities, which is correct. To illustrate 
this we submit to the Chamber ef Commerce 
the paradox following for the earnest con- 
sideration of the members. Foreign trade is 
called adverse when imports excced exports ; 
when, in fact, Japan receives more than she 
gives away: and it is called favourable when 
she gives away more than she receives; ex- 
ports more thau she imports. Putting aside 
this mistaken theory, let us assume the pro- 
portion of Japanese foreign trade to be now ; — 
imports 36; exports 28; difference 8, which 
Japan has to provide for; paper money 160 to 
180. How is payment of this balance 
made? Do her merchants pay in gold 
or silver? = ‘She offteial returns prove 
that they do not. The true answer is, 
that the foreigners who conduct the busi- 
ness receive from Japan commodities worth 
28 which they export ; a portion of the balance, 
8, is paid by Japin also in the form of 
labour rendered, commodities supplied for 
consumption on the spot, land rented, 
building material supplied, and considera- 


tions other then money. Let the pre- 
tent trade regulations and tariff remain 


in force, but prevail upon the people to pro- 
duce commodities worth 56 instead of 28; 
double production, in short. The effect of this 
would be, imports 74; exports 56; difference 
18: paper money 125. ‘l'reble production, and 
make exports 84 ; imports 114; difference 30 ; 
paper money at par. This may seem absurd 
to persons who argue as the members of the 
Tokio Chamber of Commerce do. To assert 
that so heavy an excess of imports means an 
influx of wealth and the restoration of the 
credit of the state, appears to be a contradiction 
in terme, whereas it is a truism. If you 
enlarge your foreign business, and so long 
as you keep up an excess of importation, you 
must grow rich. You are, in such case, re- 
ceiving more than you give away. Turn 
the course of trade to an excess of export, and 
it is manifest you are giving away more than 
you receive. Your own accounts show that 
in 1880 you imported worth 36,000,000 
and exported worth 28,000,000; and does it 
not stand to reason that if these imports have 
passed into your hands in return for your 
exports, you are the gainors? Probably not 
gainers to the full extent, for your labour, and 
goods consumed by foreigners not exported, 
must be considered as helping in some measure 
to account for a payment by foreigners to you 
much in excess of the value of the commodities 
received by them.from you. That an excess of 
import goes on is evident; that you do not pay 
for that excess in precious metals is clear from 
your own retarns ; that you are not indebted to 
the importer is certain ; how then can such an 
excess of imports as you have at present be 
otherwiee than beneficial to you? 

If, as already supposed, you should treble 
your foreign commerce, you may ask, how is 
that to improve the position of the currency ? 
The answer is simple. Iucreased trade means 
an enlarged demand for a circulating medium. 
There has been an increased trade during the 
past two or three months; hence the improved 
value of kinsaten: the moment that trade 
elackens, kinsatsu will again decline. If, there- 
fore, a permanently increased trade is estab- 
lished kineatsu will be permanently improved 
in proportion to the increase, provided no 
new issues are forced into circulation; and 
had the Chamber of Commerce urged this 
upon the attention of the government instead 
of dwelling upon the worn out and impossible 
theory that foreign trade, as it etauds at pre- 
sent, affects the condition of an internal incou- 
vertible currency, some benefit might have 
tesulted. 

We cannot conclude this short article with- 
out asking the Chamber of Commerce to explain 
itself. If excessive importation is the cause of 
currency depreciation, how does it come to pass 
that during the earlier months of this year, 
when the “balauce of trade ” was in “ favour” 
of Japan, that currency reached its lowest point? 
On April 1st the curreucy quotation was 181%. 
During the month of April imports exceded ex- 
ports by 1,084,724 yen, yet on May lat the 
rate had risen to 1694. During the month of 
May imports exceeded exports by 446,431 
yen, yet on June Ist the rate had reached 
162, Trade returns for June ore not yet 
published. 

Finaily, if fifty millions of silver dollars 
were paid to the merchants of Japan to- 
morrow, can it be supposed that the latter 
would rush in and buy paper in order 
to create a demand for it against silver? 
The effect of an influx of silver must be the 
further discrediting of paper; merchants in such 
a case would make their contracts among them- 
selves for silver, using paper only for the pay- 
ment of taxes. The government, be aseured, 
could not receive any benefit from an increased 


supply of silver derived from commerce unless 
they became themselves traders ; but they would 
have an excellent pretext for increasing taxa- 
tion and levying a certain portion thereof in 
specie. This can be done when Japan offers 
some more commodities for sale. Foreigners 
want your productions not your money ; but 
your policy prevents you from having either. 


THE HONGKONG “ TELEGRAPH.” 


SB oe is a very general impression that 

few newspapers in the East are better 
conducted than the two journals published 
in Hongkong. ‘The Daily Presse is dignified, 
solid, impartial, and, as befits its years and 
standing, somewhat conservative and a sup- 
porter of the old order of things. The China 
Mail has, during the past few years, de- 
servedly taken a foremost place. Vigorous 
impartiality and broad liberality of view, are 
the distinguishing characteristics of that 
journal, and, as must always be the case, 
these qualities are highly appreciated by a 
people who see in the press the best guardian 
of their interests and rights, which, how- 
ever secure within the home dominion of the 
QUEEN, are apt to be sometimes invaded by, 
or set aside at, the caprice of officials, whose 
acts would pass without observation if they 
were not criticised, and when necessary 
censured, by honourable and conscientious 
journalists. : 

Hongkong is not, we should think, a place 
of safficient importance to support three daily 
papers, andin view of the quality of the 
established journals, Mr. B. Frasge-Smira 
displays much courage in taking the field 
against them ; but he does so with a show of 
confidence in eventual success that com- 
mands our sympathy and good wishes. 

The editorial matter is confined almost 
entirely to subjects of local interest and 
importance, which are treated from the 
stand point of a writer of very pronounced 
opinions, who will we much fear degenerete 
into a partisan, only to find, before many 
months pass by, that the journalistic sea can 
be made very stormy and treacherous. This 
impression, erroneous as it may be, arises 
from perusal of the article in the sixth number 
of the Telegraph, taking the Daily Press to 
task for its strictures and comments upon 
the administration of the colonial govorn- 
ment. Disclaming any intention of quarrel- 
ing with the Daily Press, the Telegraph con- 
tinues :— 

It must therefore be understood that our present 
observations have been elicited in the public in- 
terest, which we, however inadequately, represent 
toa certain extent; and asa protest against what 
appears to us to b> a syatematic, unjust, unfair, 
and indefensible crusade against the present head 
of Her Majesty’s Government in this island. 

The practice of styliug any comments upon 
the acta of public men, however justifiable, 
au “indefensible crusade” is sufficiently 
familiar to newspaper conductors as the key 
note of the remonstrances uttered frequently 
by indignant correspondents who rnsh need- 
leasly to defend conduct which, in the majori- 
ty of cases, is its own accuser. There is some- 
thing chivalrous in the Telegroph’s promise to 
defend the governor of Hongkong; bat it 
often happens that honest criticism is best 
left unanswered. If, however, it should be 
necessary to reply, the tone of a defender 
should be at least calm, temperate, and arga- 
mentative; and his policy should be to re- 
move wrong impressions, honestly formed, 
not by denouncing the supposed authors as 
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it 


libellers, but by explaining the mistaken pre- 
mises on which their inferences are based. 
This is not the live the Telegraph is inclined 
to follow. As “Sir John Pope Hennessy’s 
champion ” it assails the Datly Press in this 
manner. 

It is however one thing to differ honestly with 
® person of such exalted rank as His Excellency, 
on questions of policy which may or may not 
affect the public welfare, and on which you are 
likely enough to have the best of the argument ; 
and quite another when the mighty powers of 
the press are requisitioned (we will not say pros- 
tituted) for the purpose of daily vilifying and 


abusing in lan; coarse and scurrilous the 
representative of Her Majesty the Queen, and 
all his public actions. The coarse, meaningless, 


undignified vituperation, which during the past 
fortnight has given such an unmistakeable signi- 
ficance to the leading articles of our contem- 
ies, can only have one effect in well informed 
ome circles, that of causing a reaction in Sir John 
Pope Hennessy’s favor through inspiring experi- 
enced men with a thorough contempt for, and utter 
misbelief et such shallow claptrap. Of this wa 
possess ample proof. 

In the issue of the Daily Press dated June 14th, 
16th, 17th, and 20th, appear four leading articles, 
which are supposed to be an analysis of, and 
critical commentary on the recent Census Returns. 
We say supposed to be, for the articles in ques- 
tion are simply a farrago of unintelligible rubbish, 
evidently intended as = inet blind, to etiord the 
writer an opportunity of wing a new collection 
of choice and elegant epithets at the Governor. 
The first of the series commences in the following 
chaste manner :—“ When His Excellency Sir John 
perdoalar emphasis It rally happens maa 0 that 

nt em) i ly tl t 
statement wil on examination be found more in- 
correct than most of those to which he gives ut- 


Again this atyle is familiar; we have met 
with it before; and have some ideas of our 
own respecting the authorship. The diota- 
torial self-assertive manner is at all times 
unpalatable to the general reader; but when 
it takes the following form the public are 
apt to speculate upon the motives prompting 
@ gentleman to pen a paragraph which sets 
all decency at defiance :— 

This is the Daily Press man’s playful manner of 
telling an ex-Member of the British Parliament ; 
a Knight Commander of the Order of St. Michael 
and St. George, and Governor of one of the most, 
im it dependencies of the British Crown, 
that he is at all times a moet ious liar. If 
we remember rightly it was O'Connell who expres- 
eed his belief that Disraeli was a lineal descendant 
of the Impenitent Thief. If matters run alon; 
in the same groove much longer here, we shall 
have one of our omniscient leader-writers out- 
doing O'Connell by asserting that Sir John Pope 
Hennessy is the Impenitent Thief himeelf. 

Sire Joun Pore Hennessy, whatever his 
faults, does not deserve this infliction. There 
is a French proverb to the effect that to 
excuse is to accuse; and we sincerely hope 
the championship which verges upon this 
dangerous ground is blast self constituted ; 
otherwise the governor will be soon impelled 
to follow the example of his friends the 
Japanese ministers, and exclaim, with all the 
fervour of sincerity, “Heaven deliver me 
from my friends.” 


Residents of Japan will read the following 
item with unusual interest. 


It has often been a matter of suprise to us 
that the Hongkong local press have taken 80 
little notice of the course of events in the neigh- 
bouring country of Japan. Without the shadow of 
® doubt Japan is far and away the best governed 
country, and farthest advanced in the arts and 
sciences of modern civilisation, of all the in- 
dependent powers of Asia. Her Government, 
tied down most unjustly by foreign inter- 
ference of a character which is much to be 
deprecated (and to which we will allude in 
detail in a special article devoted to the pur- 
-pose in an early issue), have worked wonders in 
the internal management of the country, con- 
sidering the difficulties they have had to aight 


against. The trade between Hongkong and 
Japan, although greatly increased since the estab- 
lishment of a regular and direct service by the 
Mitsu Bishi Mail Co.—which has proved a boon to 
the commercial classes in both countries—is still 
susceptible of vast improvement. It is therefore 
our intention to do all we can to foster friendly 
relations, and to increase trade of every descrip- 
tion between the two countries. Moreover, as 
there appears to be a great deal of ignorance 
existing here as to the true state of affairs 
in the northern country, and as we feel certain 
that reliable information on political, commercial, 
agricultural, sporting, and other kindred subjects 
from Japan, would prove acceptable to many of 
our readers, we hope soon to be in a position to 
announce that reliable special correspondents for 
this journal have been established at Tokio, Yoko- 
hama, Kobe, aud other places of importance. 

The writer who does not hesitate to de- 
clare in this off-hand manner that Japan is 
“far and away the best governed country of all 
the independent powers of Asia,” which, by 
the way, is not saying very mach; and that 
“her government is tied down by foreign in- 
terference of a character much to be deprecat- 
ed” will doubtless astonish us all by the 
soundness and comprehensiveness of his 
knowledge of this interesting country. We 
have, however, heard much of this sort of 
stuff before, and again seem to recognize the 
hidden power which drives the “elegrah. 
I€ the special correspondents are trathful 
and impartial the Telegraph will speedily 
change ita hastily and erroneously conceived 
opinions respecting this country, its com- 
merce and goreciment, and we await the 
publication of the letters with much curiosity. 

The Telegraph is rather too small to com- 
pare as a newspaper with either of the two 
Hongkong journals; bat this defect is to be 
remedied when machinery arrives from home. 
No paper can be thoroughly independent 
that does not fairly remunerate its proprietor 
and editor for his labour; and it would 
therefore be pleasant, having regard to the 
bold course our contemporary intends to 
pursue, to see the Telegraph better supplied 
with advertisements. 


Reports. 


CLOSE OF THE EX4IBITION. 

T is now four months since the second 

National Exhibition was opened at Uyeno, 
and on Thursday afternoon (June 30th) the 
closing ceremony took place. The weather 
was fortunately fine, though somewhat too 
warm to be very agreeable. Thousands of 

ple flocked to the exhibition to take a fare- 
well ramble through the capacious buildings ; 
and, tired with their perambulations, daring 
the heat of the day groups of men, women 
and children, of all grades of society, mingled 
together under the refreshing and wel- 
come shade of the trees, carefully select- 
ing tho softest stones procurable for seats, or 
threw themselves languidly on the damp 
grass. The main approach to the exhibition 
presented quite a gay and pleasing aspect. 
A simple yet neatly constructed triamphal 
arch of green foliage extended from one side 


of the road to the other, while outside every | P. 


house in the neighbourhood, and across the 
road in transverse directions, hung lanterns 
of every conceivable colour. 

The interior of the exhibition prosented its 
every day appearance. On passing through the 
various halls we observed that, notwithstand- 
ing the high prices asked in many instances, 
nearly all the articles were ticketed “sold.” 
Many, however, of the more expensive failed 


to find purchasers, among which we noticed 
the very handsome screen exhibited by Mr. 
Ota Mankichi, the price asked for which is yen 
8,800 This screen is undoubtedly a beautifal 
piece of workmanship, but to the eye of an 
unprofessional observer, the estimated value 
is not easily discernable; aud the large 
rough crystal to be seen in the first main build- 
ing, for which no less a sam than yen 10,000 
is asked by its proprietor, remains among 
the articles which have not changed owner- 
ship. The beaatiful tortoise-shell casket and 
vases from Nagasaki have also failed to find 
customers at the prices asked viz:—yen 320 
for the vases and yen 250 for the casket. 

We noticed yesterday a nataral curiosity 
which has been exhibited since our first reports 
on the exhibition and its contents were pub- 
lished. It is a common barn-door fowl! with 
a tail nine feet in length. The exhibitor, 
whose name has escaped us, says that the 
bird’s tail grew so long because he washed 
it in warm water two or three times every 
day; and had it not unfortunately died when 
it did, he fally expected to have been able to 
make the tail grow a few feet longer. Our 
informant, Mr. Murakami,—a gentlemen to 
whose courtesy we are so much indebted for 
valuable information concerning the exhibits 
since the commencement of the exhibition,— 
laughingly said that he did not care to be 
responsible for the accuracy of the theory 
advanced by the exhibitor of the bird as to 
the cause of the growth of the tail. 

Three Koreans, in white dresses and black 
hats, manifested deep interest in the machi- 
nery, more especially in the cotton reeling and 
carding machines, which they examined very 
minutely and evidently regarded as very 
superior epecimens of mechanism. By dint 
of broken Japacese and signs they contrived 
to ask many questions of a Japanese gentle- 
man whom they succeeded in detaining by 
them for a short time. ‘Ihese Korean gentle- 
men were the centre of attraction of an 
admiring crowd, but seemed totally unoon- 
scious of the fact, so engrossed were they 
in the cotton machines. 

At half-past three o’clock the closing cere- 
mony took place in the pavilion constructed 
for ceremonial purposes. Three bands were 
present and took turns in enlivening the 
proceedings, which were very short. Prince 
Yoshihisa, the present representative of the 
house of Kita-Shirakawa-no-miya, and pre- 
sident of the oxhibition, on his arrival stood 
in the centre of the dais and leisurely with- 
drawing a paper from his handsome uniform 
read in aclear and distinct voice the Japa- 
nese version of the following brief speech :— 

“ To-day we celebrate the closing of the second 
National Industrial Exhibition. I notice that it 
has been open one hundred and twenty days; and 
that the total number of persons who have visited 
the exhibition have exceeded eight hundred thou- 
sand. Ite great success is attributable to the 
zealous lubours of the officers, exhibitors and their 
assistants. Indeed our success is moet remarkable 
when compared with that of the last exhibition, 
and must be a source of great joy to usall. Now 

ou are about to return to your homes. I most 
Reartily hope you will take with you all you have 
gained by this exhibition, and will continue to 
improve your handiwork, eo that when the third 
exhibition is held in the future, the fruits of the 
resent one may be observable. I, Yoshihisa, be- 
ing about to leave you, give you these few words as 
my, parting counsel.” 

The governor of the Tokio-fu, Mr. Mat- 
suda, stepped into the centro of the arena, 
and facing prince Yoshihisa said :— 

“The term of the second National Industrial 
Exhibition is now completed and your royal High- 
ness, the President, has arrived to conduct the 
closing ceremonies, while we gather around to do 
homege.,Through the disinterested aasistance of 
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his Majesty the Mikado and of your High- 
ness, the natural productions of the country and 
many curious articles have been brought to the ex- 
hibition from all parts. Such a happy issue could 
never have been consummated but tor the influence 
of a virtuous emperor and the assistance of his 
wise and able ministers. When compared with 
the last, this exhibition has afforded great 
advan’ 8 towards developing industries; and 
should this progress continue without interruption, 
the promotion of political economy will be greatly 
benefited. Indeed, it will be the foundation of 
our national wealth and greatness, and will also 
preserve our power. Knowing this, it is by no 
means strange that the people should appreciate 
and applaud the saccees of the present exhibition. 
Notwithstanding my own ignorance I have the 
honour of being s partaker in these ceremonies, 
and my joy is so great at the success which 
has attended the exhibition that my heart is too 
full to express ite emotions.” 


On behalf of the representatives of the 
various fu and ken, the governor of the 
Tokio fa, having finished his own speech, 
read the following :— 

“T, Asayama, representing the comuittees of 


the Tokio-fu and other fu and ken, once heard 
that the civilization of a country advances with 


the p of its people in knowledge; and the 
wealth of a nation grows with the promotion of its 
industries. Well, the second National Industrial 


Exhibition, has been held. His Majesty the 
Mikado, has honoured it by his presence at the 
distribution of prizes, and now the closing cere- 
mony takes place and we are allowed the privilege 
Tae icles aelagad ae at balan pe 
in the ings are 
the best produced in Japan. They show that the 
le are progressing in knowledge and skill; 
and their success is attributable to the influence 
of his Majesty the Mikado and the able assist- 
ance of your Highness. The very fact of the 
exhibition having improved over the last one, is 
sufficient guarantee the next will be a great 
improvement on this. It is our duty to promote 
the national industries, and we intend to do the 
best we can with the people under our charge. 
‘We express our salutation thus.” 

This brought the official ceremony to a 
close and the people dispersed. There were. 
no foreign officials present. In the evening 
there was a great display of fireworks on the 
pond, which attracted thousands of sightseers: 
to the water’s edge. 

The exhibition being now closed we 
take this opportunity of thanking the 
committee for the many courtesies shown: 
to our representative on all occasions, 
more especially by Mr. Marakami, of 
whose assiduous attention we have grate- 
ful recollection. An interpreter has always 
been at our disposal, any information asked 
for has always been, when possible, supplied 
with alacrity. Indeed, it gives us great 
pleasure to testify to the invariable polite- 
ness and kindness shown to us, and we 
believe to all represoutatives of the foreign 
press, by the officers connected with the 
exhibition, and we have moch pleasnre in 
making this imperfect bat sincere acknow-. 
ledgment of the attentions of the diatin- 
guished president, the members of the 
committee, and the officers attached to the 
Second National Industrial Exhibition. 


SEISMOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 


N Weduesd:y, Jnue 22nd, the sbove 
Society held its Jast mecting before 
the coming summer holidays. The Vice- 
President Mr. John Milne occupied the chair. 
The secretary, in reading the minutes, an- 
nounced names of eighteen gentlemen who 
had been elected members of the Society. 
After this a vote of thanks was passed to all 
those who had in any way contributed as- 
sistance towards the exhibition of seismolo- 
gical instruments. 


Professor Ewing described a seismometer 
for vertical motion and exhibited a working 
model to illustrate the main features of the 
instrument. In it, as in the vertical seismo- 
graph recently described to the Society by 
Mr. Gray, a heavy man is pivotted at the end 
ofa long lever, which is held up by the 
tension of a fair of spiral springs acting near 
the falcram of the lever, the faloram being 
fixed to the earth. The difference between 
Mr. Gray’s instrament and Mr. Ewing’s lay 
in the method used for producing astaticiem 
—that is, for giving the man a practically 
infinitely long period in ita vertical oscilla- 
tion. To do this it was needful to compen- 
sate the increased tension of the springs 
when the weight was displaced downwards, 
or their decreased tension when the weight 
went upwards. This was effected by at- 
taching the springs to a point not in the 
horizontal line of the lever but some 
distance below that line, so that when 
the weight was moved downwards through 
any small distance the line of action of the 


springs should be shifted in towards tho 
fulcram. ‘This balanced the increase iu the 


pull of the springs so that their moment 


abont the fulcrum was uuchanged, and still 
equal an opposite to the downward moment 
of the weight. 
find by a simple calculation the proper depth 
below the horizontal line for the point of 
attachment of the springs. The new iustra- 
ment could easily be adjusted so as to secure 
sensibly neutral equilibrium for the weight 
throughout a considerable range of positions 
a much wider rango than would be required 
to inclade actual earthquake motion. 


Mr. Ewing showed how to 


Mr. Gray called attention, in a short note, 


to the possibility of compensating a short 
pendalum in such way as to make its 
period very long. 


He pointed out that if the 
bob were made in the form of a light spheri- 


cal shell with ite centre of curvature at the 


point of suspension, and this shell filled with 
mercury, a very approximate compensation 
would be obtained. The compensation might 
be made complete by putting a mass above 
the point of suspension so proportioned as 
to bring the centre of gravity of the system, 
without the mercury, to the point of suspen- 


sion. Calculations were also given to show how 


the compensation might be effected by sur- 
rounding the bob with a ring of liquid. 
After this oue or two methods in which the 
prominent featare was a spiral spring acting 
at the end of a variable arm, were suggested. 

Mr. Gray then read a note ona “ seismo- 
graph for large motions.” After referring to 
the ordinary pendulam metliod he proposed 
to use instead of a pendulum with a free bob, 
a light frame suspended like a pendulum but 
forced to carry with it in its oscillations a 
thin hollow cylinder which is free to roll on a 
smooth level plane. This combination, Mr. 
Gray thought, would probably be found bet- 
ter than the simple cylinder, or a cylinder 
with a slightly weighted side. He pointed 
out that so far as his experiments went a 
good combination was a hollow cylinder 
with a socond small cylinder resting inside 
of it. 

At the core'usion of these three communi- 
cations Mr. Milne made some remarks on his 
experience with instruments for registering 
vertical motion, which he bad seen tried by 
Mr. Gray, and which were very similar to 
the one described by Professor Ewing, at 
the same time suggested several methods of 
effecting the compensation required in Mr. 
Gray’s instrument for vertical motion, which 
possibly might give the result which Mr. 
Ewing was aiming to obtain. - One of them 


was to level the end of the long arm of the 
lover stretching the spring and allow a light 
spring to rest upon it in a position somewhat 
inclined: When the weight was relatively 
depressed the spring could be so arranged that 
it would assume a more horizontal position, 
and its downward push be therefore augment- 
ed. This would result in keeping the moment 
of the weight about the falcrum constant. 
A second method wonld be to arrange a light 


chain at the end of a very light quickly 


acting balance. If the lower end of this 
rest in or near the end of the atretching 
lever, when this is depressed there would be 
a tendency for the balance of the lever to 
follow downwards, and thas momentarily plac- 
ing more weight in the end of the stretching 
lever ronder it for a short period astatic. 
The best method, however, of effecting the 
compensation Mr. Milne thonght would be 
to make the weight, or a portion of it, at the 
end of the stretching lever in the form of a 
roller. If this roller were attached by a 
thread to some fixed point above the end of 
the lever when this latter had a relative 
descent the roller would be pulled outwards 
and the moment about the falcram of the 


‘stretching lever would be thus kept constant. 


With regard to this latter method of com- 
pensation Mr. Gray suggested’a ball ina 
espa the end of the stretching lever. 

vt. Gray said that it seemed necessary to 
go a little more into the details of his ex- 
periments on a vertical motion seismograph 
than was done in the short note communicat- 
ed by him to the Society. Mr, Milne was 
quite right in saying that an arrangement 
similar in principle to Mr. Ewing's was tried. 
In these experiments a straight lever was 
adapted to the purpose by raising the weight 
on a vertical piece fixed to the end of the 
lever in such a way that the weight could be 
raised and lowered. 

The reason why that method was rejected 
was simply what had been pointed out by Mr. 
Ewing, namely, the instability of the arrange- 
ment for large arcs. He considered the two 
solutions of the problem stood to each other 
in much the same relation as the com- 
plete solation of an equation does to an ap- 
proximate arc. 

At the ond of Mr. Gray’s paper on methods 
of compensating pendulums, so as to make 
their equilibrium neutral, Professor Ewing 
described one method, in addition to those 
given by Mr. Gray. This was to place a 
small upright rod below the pendulum, with 
its lower end pivoted in a fixed contre and its 
upper end touching the bob of the pendalum 
at its centre of gravity; ab or near the top of 
this rod a long stretched spiral spring was 
to bo attached so as to pull downwards, its 
lower end being fixed to the earth. In the 
normal state of the pendulum this spring 
would simply produce a direct compression 
acting along the rod, bat should the pen- 
dalum be displaced from the vertical, the 
spring would produce a force acting side- 
ways, and tending to keep the pendulam from 
swinging back to the vortical position. Bya 
proper proportion between the parts, the 
equilibriam of the pendulnm might, in this 
way, be rendered neutral over a considerable 
arc. 


A TELEGRAM was received on the 27th 
from Funakawa, stating that the M. B.S. 8, 
Takachiho-Maru, which left Yokohama for the 
north in-the middle of last month, had struck 
a sunken rock at that port, during a heavy 
gale, The Akitsushima-Maru was immediate- 
ly despatched to hor assistance. 
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6-JISHIN NENDAIKI. 


4 JAPANESE EARTHQUAKE CHRONOLOGY. 


pes following paper contains the greater 

portion of a translation which has been 
made for me of the O-Jishin Nendaiht (an 
earthquake chronology). This material, which 
may be intetesting as shewing the general 
nature of the matter. which is contained in 
the earthquake calendars: of Japan, I have 
arranged in chronological order. 

This particular calendar has been chiefly 
neefol as. recording several earthquakes 
which I have not found mentioned in other 
books, and also for the acconnt which it gives 
of the great earthquake of 1855. 

The dates on which the shocks occurred 
are given both in the European and Japanese 
form. The conversion from one to the other 
being made with the assistance of Bramsen’s 
Chronological Tables. 

i Joun Mine. 

295 B.C.—Ie the. 5th year of the reign of 
Kérei-tei the 7th emperor the earth in the 
province of O-mi sank down and in one night 
was changed into a lake. During the same 
night Fojiyama was up-heaved. This was 
the first earthquake. 

412-458 A.D.—In the reiga of Inkiyo-tei 
the 20th emperor, on the 24th of the seventh 
month there was a strong earthquake. 

600 A.D.—On the 27th of the fourth 
month in the 7th year of the reign of the em- 
press Suiko-tei, the 39th sovereign, there 
was an earthquake., 

675 Deo. 2nd.—On the 10th aod of the 
eleventh month in the 4th year of Hakuho. 

684 Nov. 16th—On the 4th day of the 
tenth month in the 13th year of Hakuaho. 

690 December 13th.—On the 7th day of 
the 11th month iu the 19th year of Hakuho 
in the same reign of Temmu-tei, the 41st 


emperor. 

707 July 8th—On the 5th day of the 6th 
month in the 4th year of Keiun in the reign 
of Mommn,tei, the 46th emperor. 

744 January 26th.—On the 7th day of the 
firat month in the 16th year of: Tempei in the 
reign of Shomn-tei, the 49th emperor. 

856 April 16th.—On the 8th day of the 
8rd month in the 3rd year of Saiko in the 
reign of Buntoku-tei, the 57th emperor. 

879 October 16th.—On the 27th day of the 
9th month in the 8rd year of Genkei in the 
reign of Yozei, the 59th emperor. 

77 August 22nd.—On the 36th day of 
the 7th month in the 3rd year of Minwa in 
~ the reign of Koko-tei, the 60th emperor. 

989 April 28rd.—On the 2nd day of the 
4th month in the 2nd year of Nenkei in the 
reign of Shujaku-tei, the 61st emperor. 

976 July 17th.—On the 18th day of the 
6th month of the Ist year of Jdgen in the 
reign of Yenyn-tei, the 64th emperor. This 
was the greatest that ever took place, and the 
shaking continued for over 200 days. 

1041.—In the summer (July P) of the 2nd 
year of Oh6kin in the reign of Go-shujaku-tei 
the 69th emperor. 

1276 May 18th.—On the 8th day of the 
4th month of the 2nd year of Angen, in the 
reign of Takakura-tei the 80th emperor. 

1209 December 5th.—On the 7th day of 
the 3rd year: of Jishé in the same reign, of 

_ Takakura-tei. 

1185 Augnst 6th—On the 9th day of the 
7th month of the 1st year of Bnnji in the 
reign of Gotoba-tei, the 82nd emperor. 

1257 September 2nd.—On the 28th day of 
the 7th month of the lst year of Shéka 
Go-fukakuse-tei. 88th emperor. 


of the 


1293 May 3rd.—On the 28th da: 
‘o-fusbi- 


14th month of the Ist year of Einin, 
mi-tei, the 91st emperor. 


1324 December 2nd.—On the 15th day of 
the 11th month of the Ist year of Shéchn, 
Go-daigo-tei the 95th emperor. 

1376 May 14tbh.—On the 25th day of the 
4th month of the 2ud year of Eiwa, Goyenyn- 
tei, the 100th emperor. 

1402 August.—In the 8th month of the 
9th year of O-yei Gokomatsu-tei, the 101et 
emperor. 

1406 January.—In the Ist’ month of the 
13th year of O-yei the same emperor. 

1407 March.—In the 2nd month of the 
14th year. of Oh-ei the same emperor. 

1410 February.—In the lst month of the 
17th year of O-yei the same emperor. 

1432 May 15th, October 10th.—On the 
16th day of the 4th month of the 4th year 
of Yeikio and on the 16th day of the 9th 
month of the same in the reign of Go-hana- 
zono-tei, the 108rd emperor. In the reign 
of the same emperor, earthquakes, floods, 
epidemics and famines took place in the 5th 
year of Bunan (1448).. 

1467 February 3rd.—Feb. 11th.—On the 
29th day of the 12th month of the Ist year 
of Bunsho, Go-tsuchimikado, tho 104th em- 
peror. 

1494 June 10th.—June 8th.—On the 7th 
day of the 5th month of the 8rd year of 
Meioh, the same emperor. 

1495 Aug. 30th.—Sept. 25th. On the 11th 
day of the 8th month of the 4th year of 
Meioh, the same emperor. 

1510 September 10th.—On the 7th day of 
the 8th month of the 7th year of Yeisho in 
the reign of Go-kashiwabara-tei, the 105th 
emperor. This contimued to shake for 75 
days. At this time a stone-portal of the 
temple of Tennoji in Settsu was broken down. 

1533 March 6th.—A star fell into the sea, 
on the 18th day of the 2nd year of Tembun, 
and an active earthquake was felt in the 13th 
year of the same Tembun (1544), in the 
reign of Gomnara-tei, the 106th em . 

1586 January 18th.—On the 29th day of 
the 11th month of the 18th year of Tensho 


in the reign of O-gimachi-tei, the 107th | P. 


emperor. 

595 August 8th.—On the 8rd day of the 
7th month of the 4th year of Banrokn in the 
reign of QGo-yézei-tei, the 108th emperor, a 
rain of “hair” fell upon the ground; and 
on the night of 18th day of the same month, 
there was an active earthquake in the pro- 
vinces of Yamashiro, Yamato, Kawachi, Idza- 
mi, Settau, O-mi and Tamba. On this occa- 
sion a temple called Daibutsuden in Kiyoto 
was broken down. 

1595 Angust 18th.—There was an earth- 
quake at Odawara in Sa,ami on the 7th day 
of the first month of the 7th year of Meishd 
in the reign of Go-midsuno-tei, the 110th 
emperor. 

1648 June 13th.—On the 22nd day of the 
4th month of the Ist year of Keian (1648) 
in the reign of Go-komiyo-tei, the 111th 
emperor. 

662 June 16th.—On the 1st day of the 
5th month of the 2nd year of Kwambun 
(1662) in the reign of Go-nishi-tei, the 112th 
emperor. 

1683 May Ist.—There was a great earth- 
quake in Nikké and Yedo on the 5th day of 
the 4th month of the 3rd year of Tenna in 
the reign of Reigen-tei the 118th emperor. 

1688, November.—In October of the same 
year, part of the sea in O-sumi became land. 

1708, December 81st.—On the 23rd day of 
the 11th month of the 16th year of Genroka 
in the reign of Higashiyama-tei, the 114th 


emperor, thé earth shook for over 200 days 
in Kwanto, or the eight eastern provinces 
viz., Musashi, Awa, Kadzusa, Shimosa, Ko- 
dzuke, Shimoteuke, Hitachi and Sagami. 

1707, October 28th.—Commencing at 10 
o'clock a.m., 4th day of the 10th month on 
in the 4th year of Hoyei a great earth- 
quake took place in Osaka. Men and women 
escaped into boats, but they were all drown- 
ed by the sudden rising of the waves. 

Tn the southern and northern division of the 
town, 620 dwelling-houses were destroyed by 
the shock.. The number of the killed in the 
southern division was 3,620. In the north- 
ern, 2,331. The number of the killed by the 
waves in the southern division was 12,000 
souls, and in northern, 12,080; 22 bridges 
were destroyed, and the waves rolled a 
with thousands of ships as far as Détombori. 
The number of the killed were counted in 
all at 29,981. 

At this time blae mud gushed forth along 
the shores of the provinces of Kii, Ise, Mi- 
kawa and Totomi, and many lives were dea- 
troyed by the sudden rolling in of high waves. 
Fajiyama shook and erupted. Ashes fell in the 
neighbouring country. At this time Héyei- 
zan was created. Hoéyeizan is a parasitic 
cone on one side of mount Fuji. 

1732 Novembor 13th.— There was an 
earthquake in Nagasaki on the 26th day of 
the 9th month of the 17th year of Kiyaho in 
the reign of Nakano-Mikado, the 115th 
emperor. ; 

1726 April 20th.—In Yechizen province 
on the 19th day of the 3rd month of the 
1lth year of the same Kiyoho. 

1751 March 24th.—There was an active 
earthqaake which continued in Kiyoto from 
the 29th day of the 2nd month of the lst 
year of Horeki till the 7th month in tha reign 
of Momozono-tei, the 117th emperor, 

1751 May 20th.—On the 25th day of the 
4th month of the same year the earth shook 
over 80 times at Takata in Yechigo com- 
mencing at 6 o'clock p.m. and ending at 
2 o'clock a.m. Daring this time a monntain 
slipped down and 10,000 lives were lost. 

1822 July 29th.—A great earthquake took 
lace in Kiyoto and Osaka on the 12th day 
of the 6th month of the 5th year of Bunsei 
in the reign of Ninké-tei the 121st emperor. 

1830 Augast 19th.—In Kiyoto on the 2nd 
day of the *th month of the 13th year of the 
same Bansei. 

1847 May 8th—A severe earthquake took: 
place in the vicinity of Zenkoji in Shia-shia 
in the 24th day of the 3rd month of the 4th 
year of Kuokwa. Many persons were killed. 

1854 July 8th.—On the 14th day of the 
6th month of the 7th yenr of Kayei a very . 
severe earthquake shook almost every country 
in the empire. It was especially active in 
Nara, Uyeno in Iga, and Yokkaichi in Ise. 

1854 December 23th and 24th.—One that 
happened on the 4th and Sth day of the 11th 
month of the same year, was equally severe. 

Tt was also very severe in the provinces of 
Shima, Ise, Kii &, and the dead were 
innomerable. Those who died by the high 
waves in Osaka, were numbered at over 
6,000. 

The following are the names of those places 
where the shaking was most severe. 


Tows. PROVAICE. 
Yedo. wn. oe vee Musashi. 
Osaka... 0. oe ee Setter. 
Kiyoto ... ... ... «++. +» Yamashiro, 
Nagoya ... ... see eee Owari. 
Tokushima ... + ee Awa, in tho I. 


of Shikoka, 


u 
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Town. Provines. 
Tsushima ... ... eos Ovvari. 
ae ve oe oe Saraga. 
Goya ow ose wee vee wee Mikawa. 


TBS. dee! Stes asks “soos -sns8 0800 
Kanaya ... 4.0 11. see ee TOtomi. 
Hiroshima ww ww Ali. 


Fonsi... ee we Bango. 
ae tee cee nee cee eee Bagami. 
Fukusoi caste ten etens, ete } Totomi, 
Yamada .. A Tee. 
Miya... see ee vee Own 
Numadsu ww. ww. Sw... Burne. 


O-dzn ... 4. 04. vee eee Tyo. 
Matsuyama... ... ... ... Ise. 
Takamaten ... ... .. ... Sanuki. 

Places where the shaking was felt but not 
80 severely. 


Town. PROVINCE. 
Yoshiwara ... ... } Suraga. 
Kowana ... .. 0. we oe Tee. 
Arai... see eee ae vee TOtomi. 
Hirose... 0... ee ee Hdsmo, 
Maizaka... ... ...  ... ... Tétomi. 
Matsumoto... ... ... ... Shinano. 
Kishi-no-wada ...... ... _Idsumi. 
Tsurosaki ... ... ... ... Bungo. 


Hachiman ... ... ...  «.. O-mi. 
Hamamaten ... ... ...  ... Totomi. 


Yoshida... ... 1... ... ... Mikawa. 
Hakata ... 02. eee vee eee Chikazen, 
Kumamoto... ... ... +» Higo. 
Foohin ... ... i. 4... Suruga. 
Okayama ieee eis, sah See BISONS, 
Kojima ... 1... 04. eee Awa, in the I. 
oo of Shikoku. 
Bagi. ewe Nagato. 
Suomoto... ... ... 0. Awaji. 
Amagagaki ... ... ...  ... Sottan.: 
Yejiri .. we. we) oe Surnga. 
Kameyama ... ... ... ... Tango. 
Hiogo ... .. wn. Setten. 
Ako eee eee eee vee eee Hari, 
Mitajiri ... .. . 4. ... Sawo. 


Places where the shaking was comparative- 
ly light. 

Town, 
Okiten ww. 
Usui... 
BAGO. ie co as See 
Teuyama... ... 0. oe 
Obama... we 


Moroten ... 

pa aoe Syce eas Tas 
oriyam@ ge 
Okabe. copes VANteme ce 
Uyeno 

Hirado 

Yui ... 

Kobe beeh sid 
Sadowara Soar 
Zeze... 

Tottori 

Hino onnon 
Nishinomiya ... 

Kiyosa 


were destroyed. In the river Kidzukawa, 
590 junks were destroyed. Up to the llth 
day of the 11th month (1854 Dec. 80th) over 


1600 bodies were drawn out of the river. 
Counting the dead of various provinces there 
were over 6,000. 

In every part of the city, buildings of 
various descriptions, such as Baddhist and 
Shinto temples, towers, bridges, theatres, 
&., were destroyed and burned. Conse- 
quently in many quarters of the city a vast 
number of human beings died. 

The seashores and river sides were damaged, 
and ships of every kind were destroyed, whilat 
the men who were in them almost without 
exception lost their lives. 

In the neighbouring countries or villages 
the damage was equally great. 

The commencement of the shaking was at 
half past the 5th hour, that is at 9 o’clock in 
the morning of the 12th. From this hour 
the shaking continued almost unceasingly 
until 4 o’clock in the afternoon of the 13th 
day, when the greatest shock occured. 

After this no more severe shocks were felt. 
Several buildings were destroyed and men 


and many persons were hart. The shaking 
was equally active in Iwabuchi. 

In a village between Niisaka and Makage, 
the earth was split to a width of 4 or 5 feet 
and the level of the earth was made uneven. 

Yokosuka between Okiteu and Yejiri was 
half destroyed. 

Shimidso, a» harbour between Yojiri and 
Fachui was very much . The houses 


waves far out to sea. : 

At Abekawa between Fachin and Mariko a 
large quantity of mud gushed out. : 

At a place. between Fujiyeda and Shimada, 
no bridge remained undestroyed. _ oi 

Muddy water streamed through the streets 
of Hachikenya and Kawaramachi on the 
Oigawa. Ke 

The earth was opened in Sayono-nakayama, 
which lies hacer Kanaya ai Nissake 

In Yamagahana between Nissnka and 
Kakegawa there was much destruction. A 
bridge called Hagurobashi, was shaken down. 
were killed. Fissures were made on the roads in Sangano 

At Nagoya, in the province of Owari, the| between Fakuroi and Mitanke. In Naka- 
shaking was severe on the 4th and 5th day of {i i 
the 11th month (1854 Deo. 23rd and 24th). 

Great numbers of houses were destroyed 
many being attacked by waves. High waves 
of aboot 20 feet in height rolled over the 
rice fields of Chitagori and in three places 
large dikes were injured. Houses at Susaki, 
O.i, and Kamezaki &c. were destroyed. 

In Yawata, in the province of O-mi, 
buildings of various descriptions, such as 
dwelling houses, Buddhist and Shinto temples 
&., were levelled to the ground, 

The damages in Hikone, and Nagahama 
was about equal. The damages in Samegai 
were also great. Mt. Yorozan slipped down, 
and the clear water of the neighbouring 
streams became muddy. Seven or eight 
tenths of Kano and O-gaki were also injur- 
ed. More than one half of the houses in 
Sunomata, suffered, and mad gushed forth 
from fissures in the earth. Two tenths of 
Hagiwara and eight tenths of Inaba were 
also destroyed. In Matsumoto in Shinano, it 
was most severe here, and more than seven or 
eight tenths of the dwellings were destroyed. 
It was also very active in the neighbour- 
hood of Zenkoji. On the whole the province 
of Shinano suffered more than the others. 

Yamada in Ise.—Here the earthquake was 
very active but it is said through the help of 
divine power that no buildings, even down to 
the subsidiary chapels of the two great 
temples, were destroyed. 

In a village called Yamanaka between 
Hakone and Mishima some roads were fis- 
sured. 

Tn a village called Kobayashi Mura a short 
distance from Mishima, the earth opened to 


In Yedo the shaking commenced at 9 
o'clock a.m., on the 4th day of the llth 
month of the 7th year of Kayei (Deo. 23 
1854), and many houses belonging to people 
of both high and low ranks, were damaged. 
At this time however the violence had not, 
as in other counties, reached its maximum. 
On the next day about 6 o'clock p.m. the 
earth shook more strongly than it had upon 
the previous day, and heh waves rolled up as 
far as Shiba, Takanawa and Shinagawa, but 
they were not so strong as at Osaka. At 
about 10 o'clock at night flames of conflag- 
rations appeared in several directions. These 
were put out about 4 o’clock am. Asakusa 
and ite vicinity were all reduced to ashes. 

The above is a general account of the scene 
which took place in Yedo. 

In the province of Tosa, the effect was 
also great. Many buildings fell down and 
both old and young lost their lives not only 
in the city but in the country too. Portions 
of mountains slipped away and many fissures 
were made. : 

In Idsumo the earthquake was equally 
severe, and at several places muddy water 
gushed out from the earth and flowed like 
rivers. 

The following are the names of those 
places where high waves rose up. 


1st.—Places where the waves were very high. 


Town. Provinoe, 
Wakayama... .. 4... Kii 
Kishiwada ww. ww... demi 


the width of 5 jo (50 feet) and a house and|Onomiohi... ... |. |. |. Bingo 
nine men fell into the fissure. A neighbonr-|Toba... ... . he tale . Shima 
ing village called Ishida-mura was also much | Kannoura... see nee vee Tope 
maged. Osaka www .. Settsn 
Shimoda in [dzu was attacked very severe-] Shimoda ... ... ... » Idzo 
ly, high waves sweeping away more than half} Miya... ... ae .. Owari 
of the inhabitants. Fokura ... . « Awaji 
Many of the people of Numadzu and the| Matsuzaka ae .. Ise 
neighbouring villages escaped into boats, 80|Maizaka .. Ame . Totomi 
that they might not be injured, but by doing|Goyu... ... «ee eae Mikawa, 
so, alas they were all killed. Kochi... oo vee Tose 
The village of Kashiwara lying between] Arai... ., : x: ... Totomi 
Hara and Yoshiwara was half destroyed. Tanabe ... ... we Kii 
A great bridge over the river Sudzoka-|Kambara... .. ... Saraga 
gawa in Yoshiwara fell down and another|Kumano .. < ii 
Nomad... ... ... +. Sa 
times. Tsu ... eer ie 
The village of Motoichiba was mach dama- | Hidaka Kii 


ged. The village Matsuoka-mara in the east 
of the river Foji-kawa, was partly destroyed 


were all reduced to ashes and taken by the 
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Qnd.—Places where the waves were high. 
“Town. Province. 


Kiyomigaseki ... ... ... ... Suruga 
Shoden Shima... see eee eee Sanuk 
Saya... oo. ce eevee eee Owanri 
Hamamatsu « Totomi 
Okitea ... Suruga 
Kuwana ... ww. «. Iso 
Fojikawa... ... 0... . Mikawa 
Kade... cs. eats ae «. Kii 
Nishinomiya ... Settan 
Sakai «. Idgumi 
Yuasa... we Kii 
Rokken ... ... ws Ise 
Yokkaichi... ... Ise 
Shingn o Kii 
Tsushima ... wee Owari 
Mitauke ... .- Totomi 
Takamatsa ae Sanuki 
Chiriu snes eee Mikcawa, 
Koroye ... .. wee ee Ki 
Akasaka ... ... Mikawa 
8rd.—Places where the waves were of moderate 
height. 

Town. Province. 
Yui ... . Suraga 

' Miye... .. Ise 
Kobe... ... Setten 
Sano ... «. Idgomi 
Fatagawa .. Mikawa 
Shirasuka . . Totomi 
Ominato . we» Ise 
Kanagawa. .» Musashi 
Kowa... . . Ise 
Jinja... . ies 
Amagasaki - Settau 
Hiogo 3 ” 
Nada... ” 
Imatsa ” 
Dempd ” 
Teozaki % 

. Neruo ‘s 
O-ishi re ee 
Okabe .. Suruga 
Kawasaki «+ Musashi 
Kawasaki . Ise 


Kéyoto-—Though the shook was very severe, 
the capital did sot suffer ao much as other 
towns. 

-  Otew.—Severe shock. . Houses leaned over. 
The.water in lake Biwa was raised to form 
- violent-waves. f 

Kusateu.—Severe shock. Two or | three 
dwelling-houses wero destroyed and others 
were damaged. 

Ishibe.—5 or 6 houses destroyed and the 
others were damaged. 

Minakuchi—The damage was same as 
above. A Baddhist temple was destroyod. 
Three men killed, 18 men were wounded. 

Teuchiyama.—The damage to houses was 
the same as above. On the night of the 1th 
December, Mount Sudzuka was noisy without 
any visible cause. 

‘Sakanoshita.— Same as above both in 
respect to the damages and the noise from the 
mountain. 

Seki.—The damage same as above, 3 
houses were destroyed. Four persons were 
wounded. 

Kameyama.—The castle was damaged a 
little. 20 house were destroyed. Fire broke 
out, but was soon extinguished. 

Shono.—Severe shock. A number of houses 
were destroyed, and 3 men were killed. Many 
were wounded. 

Yokkaichi.—Both on the 4th and the 5th 
there was a heavy shock. About 60 houses 
were destroyed. Thirty store houses were 
di About 200 men were killed, and 
the wounded were namerous. ; 


Kuwana.—After the shock large waves 
broke in upon the shore and caused much 
destruction. The killed and the wounded 
were numerous. 

Miya.—The effects were the same as above. 

Narumi.—A heavy shock, and large waves. 
Both tho killed and the wounded were veyr 
numerous. More than half the houses were 
destroyed. 

Chériv.—Many houses leaned over. High 
waves. Half the houses were injured. 

Okasaki.—Many people lost their lives 
by the coming in of the waves. 

Fujitkawa.—Half the dwelling houses were 
erent away by the waves. Many lives were 

lost. 

Akasaka.—After the shock three-quarters 
of the houses were swept away by the coming 
in of waves and the dead and wounded were 
very many. 

Goyu.—Very many houses were destroyed 
by the shock and after that all were carried 
far away by the waves. The dead and the 
wounded were numervus. 

Futagawa.—After the shock the town was 
attacked by the waves. Many were killed. 

Shirasuka.—Same as above. A sixth part 
of the houses were ruined. 

Arai.—The town was half destroyed. Ships 
both large and small were swept away. An 
embankment was destroyed. 

Matsaka.—After the shock a post station 
was carried away by the waves. 

Hamamatsu.—Most of the houses were des- 
troyed, and many were killed. 

Mitsuke—Great number of houses were 
destroyed by the shock, and the waves ; but 
those who were killed were comparatively few. 

Fukuroi.—After the shock all the houses 
were burned. 

Kakegawa.—Same as above. 

Niesaka.—The shock was great, but the 
damages were small. 

Kanaya.—An eighth part of the houses 
were burned after the shock. 

Shimada.—An eighth part of the houses 
were destroyed partly by the shock and part- 
ly by the waves. : 

Fujikawa.—A_ portion of a mountain slip: 
ped into the river, and stopped the stream. 
Below this one could pase the river bed ot! 
foot. tS 

Fujiyeda.—After the shock half the dwel- 
linghouses were burned. The dead and the 
wounded were numerous. 

Okabe. —Half the dwelling houses were 
destroyed by the waves after the shock. 

Mariko.—Whole buildings ‘were burned 
after the shock. 

Fuchui.—Houses were destroyed by the 
shock.’ Fire broke oat in a street called 
Yegawamachi, and one third of the dwelling- 
houses were burned. 

Yejiri—This town was burnt entirely. 
The dead and the wounded were very many. 

Ohkitsu.—Attacked and destroyed by the 
waves after the shock. The dead and wound- 
ed were numerous. ‘ 

Yui.—Damages were very great, but the 
wounded were only a few. 

Kambara,--After the shock half the build- 
ings were destroyed by fire. The remaining 
half were carried away by the waves far out 
to sea. 

Yoshiwara.—After the shock the town was 
completely burnt out. 

Tara, Numadzu and Mishima. — The 
damage was small, although the shock was 
great. 

Hakone.— A strong shock and several parts 
of the village were destroyed. Portions from 
the sides of the mountains slipped away. 


Odawara.—The shock was severe. Several 
houses were destroyed and damages were 
numerous. 

O-iso, Hirateuka, Fujisawa, Toteuka, Ho- 
dogaya, Kanagawa, Kawasaki, Shinagawa.— 
Although the shock at each place was a little 
different, on the whole it was about the same 
as at Odawara. : 

The seashore of Kannoura in the eastern 
extremity of the province of Tosa in the island 
of Shikoku, was swamped by great waves for 
a distance of 13 ri. 

From Taino-hama to Tokushima in the 

province of Awa, (the neighbouring province 
of Tosa) for a length of about 2 miles the 
earth for the width of 2 feet was split and 
broken up. In both 8 gers many houses were 
destroyed and burned. Men and cattle were 
killed. 
* Half the dwelling-honses were destroyed 
in Takamatau in the province of Sanuki. 
The shock in Maragame was mach lighter 
than in Sannki, yet the damages were by no 
means small. 

At Kokura in the province of Bazen, the 
shaking commenced at 4 o'clock on tho Sth 
November. During the night there were 
six heavy shocks. Next morning there was 
also some severe shaking. Great portion 
of the city was destroyed. 

The shocks were equally active in Hizen, 
Higo, and Chikuzen. 3 

In Tsurusaki in the province of Bungo 
half the buildings were destroyed, and the 
dead and the wounded were very many. 

In Funai, 400 honses were destroyed and a 
great number of the people were killed and 
and wounded. 

The shock was also severe in Chugoku 
vis.:—Harima, Mimasaka, Bitzen, Bitoh 
Bingo, Aki, Suowo, Nagato. : 

1854 December 23rd.—At Hiroshima in the 
province of Aki, asmart shock took place 8 
o’clock a.m. on the 4th day of the 11th 
month. It also shook very strongly at 4 
o'clock p.m. on the Sth day. The shakin; 
continued all the day on the 6th, and on the 
7th it was still greater. From the 4th up to 
the morning of 6th it shook 26 times. Build- 
ings of every description were destroyed. 
‘Those who were killed or wounded were 
fhowevor few.) 2" ' 

Shook also in'O-shia a province in the north 
of Japan), but it was not so heavy as in the 
— part. -° 5 : = 

he test shaking was in Wakayama in 
the secieek of Kii.. After the shook the 
waves for a length of about 30 cho (1 cho= 
121 yards) rolled up the rivers anda great 
number of ships namber destroyed. 

A portion of the city of Tanabe was attack- 
ed by waves, and a 6th part was destroyed by 
fire. 5 

At Yuasa more than 600 houses were 
swept away by the waves. : 

At the village of Hiroura which lies upon 
the seashore, out of about 1,000 houses only 
three remained, the others being carried by 
the waves far out to sea. : 

Half of the houses at the villages Higata 
Nakada, Hidaka, Kuroye, Shimatsu and Yemt- 
deu, were carried away by the waves. 


The fullowing are the dates of earthquakes 
and waves that occurred during the 7th year 
of Kayei (1854) :— 


Jone—Earthquake ... ... in Nara 
» Da. oon Taticnak Yamato. 
mn Do. see sae gy Lokkaichi. 
” Do. ase ave gy Uyeno, Iga. 
Dec.— Do. andseawaves ,, Osaka. 
n» «Waves ue ave gy Toda, Shima. 
» Earthquake & waves ,, Tokaido. 
» High waves 4. .. »» Tanabe, Kii, 
n» Masthquake se. we y Hirano, 


| 
| 


“16 


THE JAPAN GAZETTE. 


Dec.—Earthquake «+ in Matsubara, Kawachi. 
» High waves » Bakei, Idsumi. 
» Severe earthquake ... ,, ———__——. 
» High waves... x Onomichi. 

» Earthquake ... ... ,, Nishinomiya, Settsu. 
» Earthquake and mud 
gushed out of the 
ground ... ... +» Harima. 
» Earthquake iogo. 
» do. 
» Sea waves. 
» Earthquake 
” do. . 
» Sea waves 
» Earthquake 
» Sea waves. wee op Yuasa. 
» Earthquake we 95 Hikone, Ohmi. 
» do. «+s ay Naruto, Awa. 
3 do. » O-shiw, 
” do. 
» Bea waves. ee oy Fukura, Awaji 
» Earthquake «+ 99 Hiroshima. 


In Sanda in the province of Settsu about 70 
dwelling houses were destroyed, and in the 


neighbouring villages about 80 houses were! under the last designation (being the only foreign 
. | professor giving instruction in the treatment etc. 


destreyed. The wounded were innumerable. 

In the province of Kawachi about 160 
buildings were destroyed. 
que Sakai fos 60. dwelling houses were 

itroyed. Tem of both religion were 
also destroyed. ae : 

At Sano in the province of Idzumi, 200 
dwelling-houses deatzoyed. 

It was mach lighter in Kiyoto than in 
Osaka. 

Kii..and Ise were more severely visited 
thaa Qseka, and great numbers of houses 
were reduced to ruin. 

- Ab Kameyama in the province of. Tamha, 
-almoat:100 dwelling houses were destroyed. 

At Sonobe in the same province, moro 
than 200 dwelling houses were destroyed, 
and over 200 men were killed. 

At Koriyama over 20 houses were destroy- 
ed. The killed were 12 and the wounded 
were innumerable. 

At Nara half the-buildings were destroyed. 
The wounded were few. 

Shook actively in Kojima in the province 
of Awa, and the 7th part of the city was des- 
troyed, or else barnes t by fire. 

High waves rolled up in Tanabe and Ku- 
mano in the province of Kii and all the.ships 
which were near the shore and on the river. 
banks were thrown up and utterly wrecked. 
Waves equal in. force;ito these attacked 
seyeral other places. Ia some villages not 
only the houses but also the animale were 
entirely awopt away. 

An Sakai.in the proyince of Idzumi the 
destruction was equally great. It was also 
the same.in Sano. 


—_——— 

Tux low barometer of the last four days, the 
mean of several readings being only 29.60 or 
about 0.28 below the mean reading of the 
month of July, seems to indicate considerable 
atmospheric disturbance in the vicinity ; an 
impression confirmed by appearances and the 
very cold, unsettled weather. The temperature 


+» » Takamatsu, Sanuki. | the question whether there is any scerlet fever in 


jor German measles, called by the Germans “' Ré- 


of the air to 3 p.m. did not exceed 65° Fah., or 
14° below the mean of the month, and about 20° 
to 23° below the ordinary maxima of the first 
week in July. The barometer ie slowly rising, 
but we shall probably hear of bad wenther at 
not more thau two hundred miles distance ; 
while a probability exists that we shall not 
wholly escape. - 


Immigration into Hokkaido is small, if the 


figures given by the Hochi Shinbun are correct. 
The number of people who have emigrated 
from other parts of Japan to Yezo during the 
five months of this year, is 603; namely, 351 
males and 252 fomales. Tho proportion of 
adults to children is not given, 


ing the 


mio disease and—I may. add—before 
dis- 


Government and the teachers of medicine ot 
graceful negligence—Dr. Faulds would do well to 
inquire a@ little more fally into the matter of his 
complaints. I have ignored his accusations ‘until 
now, and if, as a true member of the ecclesia mili- 
tans, he may now hope that he has at last found 
an opportunity for a fierce discussion with me he 
is mistaken. I have published my opinion because 
some unnegessary alarm has been caused, and some 
erroneous conceptions have been entertained about 
questions which it was easy to settle. 
Tam, Dear Sir, * 
Yours most faithfully, 
. Baxtz. 


Tokio, June 8th, 1881. 


Dr. Baelz rathor inconsistently claims to 
be tho first to have cried out that there was 
scarlet fever in Japan while accusing me of 
alarming the commanity ; and while posses- 
sing sufficient knowledge to have dispelled 
all doubt, he remains silent during the 
lengthened period indicated by the dates 
mentioned above. The charge of causing 
needless alarm rests on two statements which 
I have made :— 

1.—That there are cases of scarlet fever in 
Japan. 

2.—That the prevalent epidemic. is most 
probably a mild form of that disease. : 

As Dr. Baelz now hotly supporte the first 
position I am called on only to defend: the 
latter, bunt I may simply state that about a 
year before Dr. Baelz arrived in Japan I had 
seen and spoken freely in medical circles 
of two cases of typical scarlet fever, both 
foreigners, and both very recent arrivals in 
Japan. 
~ During last season alone I have seen nearly ° 
twenty oases, one fatal, and others of a yery 
severe type; so that judging from my own 
experience the disease is gaining ground. 
Besides these cases, | have, of course, aeen 
nombers of those milder cases new under 
dispate. " 

Before entering on the discussion. ofthe 
second point, I must advert to Dr.. Baelz’s 
statement that I have attacked himaclf. by 
the designation “ professor of medicine.” : He 
tells us that he is the only “ professor of 
medicine giving instruction in the treatment, 
etc., of epidemic diseases at the University.” 
I was not-aware that epidemic diseases pre- 
vailed specially at the University, and mnde 
no reference to that excellent institation, nor to 
ita able and learned professors of medicine, of 
which I find in the generally accarate direc- 
tory of the Gazette the names of no leas than 
nine gentlemen; nor did I specify “ foreign- 

rs,” nor Tokio,” nor “instractionin the treat- 

ment etc., of epidemic diseases.” My “fierce” 
attack on the government and on Dr. Baclz 
himself is entirely ooutainod in those pithy 
lines. “ The present state of things is a dis- 
grace to government beards of hygiene and 
teachers of medicine.” I did not think the 
central government to be directly responsible, 
as they have delegated the management of 
such affairs to the boards | have named, but 
had I made such a charge as Dr. Baelz 
attributes to me what better support could I 
ask for than the doctor’s own words contain ? 
—‘ Typhus fever which began in the prisons, 
and has spread with inveterate intensity all 
over the town,” and empire too, I may safely 
add. ‘Began in the prisons!" Just so. 
And is not that disgraceful ? 

Tocome then to the point. I called attention 
to tho prevalence of a mild form of scarlatina (or 
scarlet fever, which some people assure me is 
quite a different disease) and am now met by 
Dr. Baelz’s statement, ex-cathedra, as the only 
one qualified to speak about epidemics in 
Japan, that the disease is rotheln, rubeola, 
German, measles or kaza-hana. He says rétheln 
is commonly used in Bugland. Some of the 


Cowespondence. 


SCARLET FEVER IN JAPAN. 


To the editor of the Japan Gazette. 
Deak Sir:—I am glad to find that Dr. 
Baelz has at last sammoned up courage enough 
to meet my criticisms of the government 
boards of health which were dated 20th April 
and 28rd May. Permit me to reprodace Dr. 
Baelz’s reply as I shall refer to it in detail. 
To the Editor of the Japan Weekly Mail. 


Drag S1m,—There has been a good deal of con- 
troveray both in the press and by the public about 


Japan or not. Dr. Faulds has alarmed the com- 
munity by his temporary outcries about the dan- 
gerous epidemics raging now, as well as about the 
carelessness of the Government and of the profes- 
sors of medicine. Although directly attacked 


of epidemic diseases at the University) it never 
occurred to me to answer Dr. Faulds, as his asser- 
tions were quite unsupported not only by facts but 
also by his own evidence. 

In the last number of the Mail, Gilead P. Beck 
takes quite the opposite view, and states most 
absolutely that “a case of scarlet fever has never 
been seen in Japan.” In this he is equally wrong. 

Having been the first to notice the occurrence of 
scarlet fever in this country (vide idge, diseases 
affecting foreigners in Japan, 1877), and having had 
an opportunity of seeiug an unus large num- 
ber of patients amongst the Japanese, I feel bound 
to state my experience briefly :— 

1.—There is scarlet fever in Japan, but it is rare 
and has never been observed in an epidemic form. 
Thave seen 14 cases in 5 years, all of them occurring 
in Japanese from 15 to 30 yearsofage. Twoof 
these cases happened last winter; and during the 
same time or Teerwards isolated cases were noted 
by other physicians of Tokio. That the cases 
mentioned were true scarlet fover, is absolutdly 
sure, as not one of the characteristic symptoms of 
the disease was wanting. The mere description of 
one of the cases would convince the most sceptiqal 
practitioner. : 

2.—There is no epidemic of scarlet fever in Tokio at 
the present time. We have had since last winter 
two. unusual epidemic diseases accompanied by a 
rash. The first is typhus fever, which ain 
the prisons and has spread with inveterate inten- 
sity all over the town; the second, a form of dis- 
ease rare in most’ other countries, viz., Rubeolp, 


theln,”’ an expression now commonly used in Hng- 
land also, where the disease Sppeared one or two 
years and gave rise to much discussion among 
the profession. In a few cases ‘‘ Rotheln” resembles 
scarlet fever, in other cases, measles, but most 
frequently the disease stands out quite distinctly 
from both of these, and it is difficult to understand 
how a medical man who had enjoyed even limited 
opportunities of examining the present epidemic, 
could mistake it altogether for scarlet fever. The 
latter is a rather insidious and dangerous ailment, 
accompanied by fever, even in its slightest forms, 
whilst ‘“‘Rétheln” are a harmless kind of rash, 
where fever symptoms may be absent even in 
cases when the whole body is covered with a dark 
red-spotted exanthema. other cases there is 
some fever, but even then the patients are seldom 
or ever confined to bed. The soldiers, amongst 
whom “ Rétheln” have been especially frequent 
during the last six months, are not even admitted 
tothe h spital when suffering from the disease. 
I shall perhaps best convey an idea of this malady's 
mildness when I say that I have seen many people 
attending to their duties during the whole time the 
rash was out, and often it has been discovered by 
others. the patienta themselves having no sen- 
sations of illness whatsoever. Other minor symp- 
toms, which are different in both diseases, need not 
be noted here. 

If therefore as stated above, there b2 some cases 
which at the first glance might be taken for scarlet 
fever, they form the great exception, and I repeat 
that the present epidemic is not scarlet fever, and 
that parents may be reassured as to the nature of 
the disease in question, which, by the way, has 
long been known to all Japanese under the name 
of Kazahana. 

I quite agree with Gilead P. Beck that, before 
making public statements about dangerous epide. 
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very beat and most recent writers make no 
mention of it. Some mention it to describe 
it in terms of measles or scarlet fever. 
It is not alluded to at all in Reynolds’ 
large ‘* System of Medicine” just bejng 
published and of which a portly volume is 
devoted to such diseases a8 it belongs: to. 
Some, like Tanner, look upon cases of the 
kind usnally descrited ss being the joint pro- 
duot of two poisons. Roberts, in his very re- 
cent ‘Hand-book of Medicine,” devotes & 
few lines to it as A ‘described’ hybrid of 
scarlet fever and measles, which seems rather 
a biological puzzle. In the volume of the Lancet 
for 1877 I find three short communications 
on the subject, but I cannot find a single 
case in which the temperature has been re- 
corded, and vague statements without such 
records are worthless, or nearly 80. 


I did not deny that sacha disease may 
exist. My language was this :—‘“It is rarely 
acknowledged by experienced English physi- 
cians:as anything but a variety of ono ‘or 
the other disease (ie, scarlet fever or 
measles). I add farther on,—“ I frankly 
admit that many of the cascs seem ‘to 
rotheln if the term is to 


jastify the term 
be used at. all.” . I was then. of opinion 
that Dr. Baelz was opposed to the term 


fétheln, which was used by Dr. Shingn, my 
estecmed friend and former pupil, who is an 
ardent student of western medical literatare 
and e,member of the board af health. My 
.eritigssm ‘ans dirocted againat a dotter by a 
* German doctor,” who wrote on 10th May 
in the Chiu-gai-i-ji, ® medical journal con- 
nected’ with the medical school of the univer- 
sity. Probably he had seen my letter in the 
.Gosette-n week or so bofore writing in Japa- 
nese, and he describes the epidemic under the 
title of fu-shin-netsu or rubeole Juponica— 
the latter term being printed quite plainly 
in Roman letters. 

Dr. Baelz has assured us that he is the 
only professor teaching about epidemics, and 
as the writer of the Japanese articlo is called 
a “German doctor ” and there are no German 
doctors here not connected with the univer- 
sity, I shall refer to the writer a8 Dr. B., 
which will stand as a contraction for blank. 

B’s letter of Dr. 
rétheln or rubevla Ger- 
manioa-and nothing is said in Dr. Baelz's 
letter of Dr. B.’s rubeol@ Japonica or fu-shin- 
nefsu, so that, as your readers will at once 
peroeive, the individuality of the two writers 
is quite distinct. Dr. Baelz asserts in Ger- 
man fashion that the disease is rubevle, 
remainding us of the American hamourist’s 
escape from the measles which invaded 
family so large that ere it reached him there 
was not a single measlo left. The term 
rubeole is used by English writers in a generic 
sense, or if ina specific sense, a8 confined to 
common measles. Dr. Baelz uses it here as 
co-extensive with rétheln. It ig necessary 
to point ont this fact because cases of ordi- 
nary measles (hashika of the Japanese) 
have been seen during the recent season, 
while cases of scarlet fever of the gravest 
kind have existed side by side and have, 
I believe, been genetically related in the 
directest manner with cases which Dr 
B. a few months ago invented the new 
name rubeole Japonica for, and which Dr. 
Baelz now oalls rétheln. So far from the 
facts of the present epidemic supporting the 
theory of o disease rotheln having ® specific 

json and definite laws of its own, as obsery- 
ed by me, they go against such a theory. 
Dr. Baelz’s use of the term kasa-hana 
as descriptive of a disease long known 
to all Japancse, seems to open UP some clue 
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to the confusion. 
more strictly called hoppan, (kaaa-hana be- 
ing loose popular term 

My 


native medical friends seem also to agree 
that hoppan is not a disease of an epidemic 
nature and is not specially prominent at the 
present time. I haye not found any rise of 
temperature even by close thermometrical 
observation in that trivial affection, and am 
surprised that Dr. Baclz should seem to 
mistake it for mild cases of scarlet fever. 
What has arrested the attention of the 
native medical profession is the existence, 
widely spread, of a new febrile exanthema, nc- 
companied with fover rising to 105° Fah., sore 
throat, swelled glands and desquamation an 
if this disease is rétheln or scarlet fever 


rather 
accompanied 
while in rétheln 
absent.” Now, 
in slight cases of scarlet fever no rise of tem- 


during 
guage implica 
some other cases of his rétheln, a very clear 
distinction has not been laid down. 
distinction, 
namely, that 
ning to 105° Fah., 
and inflammation of the gullet with great 
lassitude lasting for 
ordinary rétheln described in books, but is’ 
something so very like scarlet fevor, especial- 
ly when the craption is well defined, that ‘it 
ja difficult to understand” how it could be 
mistaken for anything else. 

Dr. Baelz in his letter conveys the idea 
that the mildness of a malady which allows 
patients to attend to ordinary duties, and 
which does not even attract the attention o! 
the subject of it, je aclenr proof that the 
disease is not scarlet fever. 

No doctrine could be more dangerous or 
misleading, and some forty authora whom I 
have consulted agree in the very opposite 
view. 


Dr. Baelz, in this his main assertion, is 
hopelessly at variance with all modern hy- 
gienists, who look upon the disease in its 


very mildest and most common form as ¢x- 
ceedingly dangerous to the community ; aud 
so far from danger arising lest the com- 
munity should be unduly alarmed it is a patent 


fact that through a mistaken philanthropy 
scarlet fever has 


been allowed to enter and 
spread throngh new communities, as in 
Australia, where its ravages aro only begin- 
ning to excite sufficient alarm now that the 
disease has become finally rooted. in the 
country. , It is impossible within these limits 
to quote largely from medical works on such 
a technical subject. I wrote on the 20th 
April. On the 28rd day of the same month 
the London Daencet, which perhaps occupies 
the leading place as—not an English only 
but—a cosmopolitan medical journal, sums up 
the latest views a8 manifested in a general 
discussion on the subject. I have only seen 
the article since reading Dr. Baelz’s letter 
and indeed could not possibly have seen it 
much earlier. Says the ‘Lancet :—‘* There is 
“hardly any disease in regard to which 


“ diagnosis ia at once 60 difficult and im- 
* portant as scarlet fever. All authors agree 
“in saying that almost every prominent 
“ symptom of it may be wanting. All the 
“ symptoms of the earlier stages may either 
“ be absent or may be overloeked—sickness, 
“ gore-thront, and rash. And even the tem- 
“ perature, judged by one or two observa- 
“ tions, may he below 100°. All authorities 
« describe, and all practitioners are familiar 
© with, cases in which no suspicion of the 
« disease exists until the occurrence of des- 
“ quamation.” ; 

The conclusion is, that such eases should 
be secluded for eight weeks from soeiety. 

“This ia very hard,” continues the Lancet, 


d| ‘especially in cases ‘where the disease is 


“ plight, where there is no sense of illness 
“and but slight or no appearance of dosqua- 
« mation, but it is sound doctrine. The pre- 
« cautions may be excessive, bat the case 
“js ono for great caution.” And again, 
“ parents and patients will often rebel against 
this hard doctrine, but considering the 
“gravity of the diaense, it is a safe one for 
«« medical men to hold.” 

For the benofit of medical men I may state 
that Dr. B. describes rubeole Japonica, 18 
having amongst other symptoms, shivering, 
fever rising to 37—89.8 C. (nearly 103 Fah.) 
great lassitnde, dry throat rendering the 


patient anable to swallow water, headache, in- 


jected conjunctive as in measles (this is quite 
common in scarlet fever also) and sore throat 


which he describes as like that of. scarlet 
fever. He sdmits that it is difficalt to dis- 
tinguish from scarlet fever, and states that 
the disease spreads with great power and is 
contagious. , 

Dr. Shingu of the Board of Health writing 
in the J-ji-Shinbun or Medicnl News of 15th 
May agrees in his description with the above. 
He adds constipation as A symptom (which 
ja common in scarlet fever). He further 
mentions that the skin afterwards peels off— 
a symptom to which tho latest utterance of 
the Lancet gives great importance. The 
symptom was remarkably prominent in some 
cases observed by me. The fever says Dr. 
Shingu, rises to 105° Fah. which fact I can 


f | alao fully corroborate by careful thermometric 


observation. 

Tam sorry Dr. Baelz should have condes- 
cended to use mongrel Latin to express his 
annoyance at being criticised ; and, as I have 
shown, I had not criticised him personally at 
all; but when I re-call that dear old, witty, 


ar, L can laugh 
especially a8 1 under- 
whole really 


chop-fallen, the gallant form of Gilead P. 
Beck, deprived by medical science of both 
elegant limbs and without a solitary leg to 
stand on. For him I have no 
than the purely professional and philanthro- 
pic onc, of app ying a healthy and inspiriting 
caustic now and again to tho tender stumps. 
I am happy to be able to say, that my 
letters, besides alarming Gilead P. Beck, 
aroused the authorities to vigorous measures 
in regard to a large district with special 
sanitary wants, which I have more than once 
pointed out. The cost will be great, but it is 
pleasant to bear tribute to the honest desire 
to do right which public bodies often show 
when properly stimulated. 
Iam, Your truly, 
H. FAULDS. 


Tokio, 15th June. 
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INU-O-MONO. 


To the editor of the Japan Gazette. 


Sm :—As you have not taken further notice 
of the dog stealing paragraphs in the Japan 
Mail, we, that is, several owners of good dogs 
with myself, would like to suy a few words lest 
the subject should drop and the Mail be per- 
mitted to wriggle out of the hole into which it 
has got. To kill two birds with one stone is 
Profitable sport. When the Mail first bubbled 
over with gush about the noble sport of the “Sat- 
suma knights,” sport which consisted in rais- 
ing a hullabaloo and peppering a pack of stolen 
dogs with arrows, it little thought of the, for 
it, lamentable results. These results are,—1. 
The Mail now says the “ Sateuma knights” 
have adopted precautionary measures against 
the receipt of stolen dogs: this is so far 
satisfactory; but if they should not do so, 
their attention has been drawn to the fact that 
foreigners, at least, are likely to resent the 
borrowing, as the Mail puis it, of their favourite 
animals, 2, that evidence has been placed 
before us to show that the Mail knowing the 


true story of the theft of a particulur dog | 


preferred to suppress the real version and lend 
its columns to the propagation of a false 
edition thereof. This story, of course, the Afail 
could publish, stating at the time that it had 
not “a grain of truth in it." With this 
flourishing paragraph to commence with the 
Mail was, little by little, forced to acknowledge 
the true position. First we had the story 
as a light and airy joke. Next there 
appeared in your paper what we who are ac- 
quainted with the purticulars believe to be 
the true story. After this, we were treated to 
a few quibbles (or corrections) of the Mail res- 
ting unessential details of your story; as, for 
instance, that the doge’ tails were not docked 
but merely clipped, and that the gentleman re- 
ferred to was not secretary of the Italian leqa- 
tion but of the Italian consulate. Finally, there 
appeared another paragraph and a letter to 
show that these quibbles were not without 
some foundation at all events; aud an apologe- 


Occasional Hotes. 


In the article on currency we maintain the 
position that any addition to the currency 
beyond the actual requirements of the moment 
leads to an advance in prices of all other 
commodities ; or, more correctly speaking, to 
depreciation of the circulating medium. On 
reference to the financial circular of Messrs. 
Henry Clews & Co., of New York, dated 
January 4th, 1881, the extraordinary advance 
in prices throughout the country is referred to 
and accounted for by the “ pooling” arrange- 
ments of the railway compunies cnabling them 
to fix oxtravagant rates of freight ; and,— 


“ Another cause helping this advance in 
prices has been the large increase in the 
circulating medium. In the year 1879 we 
imported $67,000,000 of specie in excess of 
our exports; besides which, nearly an equal 
amount was produced from our mines ; making 
a total addition of about $130,000,000 to our 
stock of the precious metals during that year ; 
the effects of which naturally ran over into 
1880. In 1880 we made a net import of specie 
of about $65,000,000, add to which the home 
production estimated (in the absence of the 
annual statistics) at about $55,000,000 which 
makes a still further addition of $120,000,000 
to our stock of gold and silver. ‘This addition 
of $250,000,000 to the national stock of the 
precions metals within two years, and the fact 
that most of it has been made available for use 
as currency, amounts to an immense power of 
inflation, Viewed as an increase by one-third 
of the whole volume of the circulating medium, 
as it stood on the day of resuming specie 
payments, its effect on prices must be conceded 
‘to have been immense. True, it has not pro- 
‘duced any absolute plethora of money, nor any 
continuous ease in the loan market; on the 

contrary, the banks have frequently found it 
difficult to keep pace with the demand for 
accommodation and periods of marked string- 
ency have occurred; but this only proves that 
the rise in prices hns proceeded even more 
rapidly than the angmentation of the supply of 


tic paragraph of “unequivocal disapproval of money. 


the action of the “ Satsuma knights” in pur- 
chasing stolen property. 


Io this affair the Mail has assumed the posi- 
tion of defender of a low practice on a series 
of quibbles and sophistries; telling the public, 
and those who were smarting under the 
loss of favourite animals, that the missing 
dogs were only borrowed, and were well 
treated while in the hands of the bor- 
rowers. We know of five expensive foreign 
dogs belonging to residents of this city which 
have been stolen ; one of which had certainly 
been brutally treated. ‘Ihe Mail would never 
have descended to the defence of this system 
of dog stealing if it had been other than a 
Japanese action; and we venture to remind 
that journal of the fate of a newspaper in 
Tokio, which, by its exuberant anxiety to 
defend everything simply because it was Ja- 
panese, became the laughing stock of its em- 
ployers and of tho public, and then, like a 
farthing cand!c, died out in the fumes and 
sputter of its own creating. 


This may appear a long letter about a trifle, 
but we cannot stand this dog stealing business. 


Yours faithfully, 


and for self and friends, 


PETER. 
Tokio, June 24th, 1881. 


Here is the best practical illustration of the 
effect of quantity. In this case prices will 
continue to advance with every addition to the 
metallic currency, and the remedy must be sought 
in the increase of importation ; that is, money 
will be transferred from the United States 
where it is cheap to countries where it is 
dearer. Boyond a certain point money causes 
no increase in wealth; that point once exceeded 
the purchasing power legsens, one hundred 
and fifty dollars to-day being no more valuable 
than one hundred a year ago. There is here uo 
question of quality ; depreciation is caused by 
quantity 


In the review of the calendar of the Tokio 
Daigaku we have had occasion to refer to the 
number of professors rotained on the staff of 
the college. Tho following note from the 
St. James's Gazette of May 17th is a virtual 
contradiction of the official calendar just issued 
which gives the names of no less than twelve 
professors, of whom two only appear to be 
Germans. This is not the first time that Con- 
tinental and English journals have been misled 
by correspondents in Tokio. This is the note 
to which reference is now made :— 

“T am indebted” (writes a correspondent) “to 
one of the German professors at the University at 
Yeddo for the following particulars. The Japaneso 
Government, finding it too costly to send a largo 
number of students to Europe, and also that those 
sent did not do well without native supervision, re. 


solved to start a university eir i 
English, French, and German bance ates 
turing in his own language. ether because so 
many es were confusing, or whether the 
Germans Froved more solid in learning and teach- 
ing, the English and French masters were pre- 
sently discarded; and now all the professors at 
the Yeddo University are Germans. With the 
exception of theology, all branches of stud 
are represented, exactly as at Berlin or Heidel- 
berg; and the University of Yeddo boasts of 
over a thousand Japanese studente, who all have 
had six year's previous training in the German 
school or ‘Gymnasium’ of Yeddo, where they 
are not only obliged to pass a severe examina- 
tion in order to qualify for the university, but are 
subjected to periodical examinations Jaring the 
three of four years of college life. The examina- 
tions are more severe (my informant said) than 
even in Germany; but nevertheless many of the 
students obtained university honours. The majo- 
rity of the students go into the medical profession, 
which pays better than any other in Japan. The 
pay of the professors is very liberal. The travell- 
ing expenses to Yokohama and back are allowed ; 
each has a house and garden and about £1,200 per 
annum, and he is permitted to get what he may by 
private lectures or private practice. Icouldnot help 
remarking how marvellously pushing the German 
Chancellor is; and I may mention that the Japa- 
nese Minister of Public Instruction is likewise a 
German, a professor of the University of Rostock. 
Upon tnis, the subject of the Emperor William 
smiled complacently, and informed me that the 
Chinese are also starting a Gertian university at 
Pekin, and that a friend of his had been 
offered £2,000 a year to go there. ‘You see,’ he 
continued, ‘the Japanese and the Chinese are 
afraid of English or French influence, and they 
know they have nothing to fear from Germany '— 
an explanation which does all honour to my Teuto- 
nic friend, and which Englishmen would do well 
to ponder.” Fe 

The medical branch of the university appears 
to be essentially German in its professors and 
mode of instruction, but “ one of the German 
professors at the university at Yeddo” does 
not mention this limitation ; on the contrary, 
he very distinctly states that ‘the English 
and French masters were presently discarded ; 
and now all the professors at the Yeddo uni- 
versity are German, With the exception of 
theology, all branches of study are represent- 
ed.” ‘The last passage is clearly intended to 
embrace every department, including those of 
law, science, and literature, where ten out of 
twelve professors named in the calendar are 
English and American. 

The accuracy of the remainder of the infor- 
mation given by “one of the German professors 
at Yeddo” may be estimated by comparison with 
the calendar just issued, and the remarkable 
statement that “the Japanese minister of 
public instraction is likewise a German, a pro- 
fessor of the University of Rostock. If this 
last assertion were true it would justify the 
eulogium on the pushing qualities of the Ger- 
man chanevllor, but, unfortunately for German 
prestige, the ex-minister of public instruction, 
H. E. Kono Toshikami. is not a German, nor 
is the present minister, H. E. Fukuoka Kotei, 
late a member of the Genro-in. : 

With what object these inaccurate notices of 
Japanese affairs are sent to Europe it is diff- 
cult if not impossible for those not in the secret 
to understand, unless we may take them to be 
forecasts of what is likely to follow the 
policy of the German minister now in Japan, 
Respectable journals like the Cologne Gazette 
and Allgemeine Zeituny, are frequently misled 
by untruthful reports; and it now seems that 
a tentative step in the same direction has 
been taken with the St. James's Gazette. 


Loup and frequent, and in most cases per- 
fectly justifiable, have been the complaints 
made against that, after all, hardworking in- 
dividual, the jinrikisha cooliv ; but what shall 
be said about the present miserable means of 
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carrying passengers between ship and shore, 
and vice versf? The size and importance of a 
port like that of Yokohama surely demande 
that some adequate provision be made for the 
conveyance of passengers to and from vessels io 
the harbour ; yet what do we find? An inade- 
quate supply of native sampans or jigi funi 
—save the mark—manned either by an old 
decrepit poor blind boatman and a child, or a 
set of lazy rascals whose ruffianism and in- 
solence exceed belief. > 


A yaw romarks recently made in this journal, 
respecting the Engineering College have been 
made the object of some unjustifiable criticism. 
Whether the Engineering College is a section 
of the Tokio University or Public Works De- 
partment is a refinement so immaterial that 
a statement giving the University the 
honour of connection with the Kobu Dai- 
gaku did not seem worth the correction which 
has been made, in a forced and laboured para- 
graph, by a contemporary journal. 

The same jourual rudely asks us, in plain 
terms, to draw individual comparisons be- 
tween the gentlemen who are remaining 
on the staff of the Engineering College 
and those who are leaving. That the names 
of any of the professors should have been 
introduced at all, and particularly for the 
purpose of comparing their respective claims 
to retain their posts is much to be re- 
gretted. The action is unnecessary, invi- 
dious, and betrays an utter absence of 
delicacy and polite feeling We have, 
and have always had, very great respect 
for the gentlemen who fill the chairs in the 
University and Engineering College. They are 
all men of education, of liberal sentiments and 
zealous in their profession; and the govern- 
ment have been singularly fortunate in their 
selection. When we ventured to remark upon 
the qualifications of those gentlemen who are 
about to leave the service of the Japa- 
nese government (of whom there are several 
in each department) we referred to those 
who were dismissed as a part effect or 
consequence of the recent, and no doubt justi- 
fiable, economic fever which has seized the gov- 
ernment, and added that some of the gentlemen 
who were leaving possessed greater qualifica- 
tions than some of those who are to remain. 
Our contemporary instantly prints a list of 
names and challenges us to distinguish be- 
tween them. This we deeline to do, but we 
may remark that one of the lists is imperfect, 
only four names appearing in the list of those 
about to leave, instead of six. The names 
omitted we take the liberty of supplying. 
They are Captain F. Brinkley, R.A., and Mr. 
David Henry Marshell, M.A. Perhaps this 
may alter the complexion of our contemporary’s 
comments. We desired to be complimentary, 
but. our efforts appear to have missed their 
mark, 

With respect to Mr. John Perry wo are 
glad to observe our fellow journalist regards 
him as “a gentleman of brilliant parte, who is 
earning, and deserves to earn, high repute as 
a echolar.” How any other opinion could be 
formed we fail tosee. Judging from the news- 
papers and jeurnals which come into our hands 
almost every mail, we are inclined to remain 
convinced that the Engineering College of 
Japan will long be known and res 
through ite connection with Mesers. Perry and 
Ayrton who have already earned for them- 
selves, in the first nations in the world, posi- 


tions in the foremost rank of the pioneers of’ 


inventive science. Not long ago, a member 
of perliament having occasion to speak of 
Japan, referred to the Engineering College as 


an institution distinguished by having had the 
services of Mr, Perry. When our contem- 
porary commences to ramble about the wisdom 
of the Japanese government in refusing to 
renew Mr. Perry’s engagement, we unhesitat- 
ingly declare it is appearing in the unenviable 
character of defender of a cause which in honour 
is indefensible. When Mr. Perry was about to 
leave the Engineering College, we were in 
possession of full particulars of all that had 
then occurred; and amongst other things of 
the fact that all (the italics are Mr. Perry's) 
the proféssors protested against the manner 
in which Mr. Perry was being treated by the 
then acting minister of public works. In 
making that protest, Mr. Perry gave us the 
name of the gentleman who acted as spokes- 
man; and that gentleman is now editor of 
the journal which contains this extraordinary 
statement, “ When he (Mr. Perry) left the 
“ Engineering College, his colleagues, one and 
“all, thought it necessary to place on record 
“‘ their disapproval of his attitude towards the 
“ minister of public works.” That this should 
be true is not improbable, for, in Mr. Perry’s 
words published before the extraordinary and 
contradictory resolution alluded to. was 
passed, it is ‘natural for foreigners (in 
“the service of the Japanese) to be 
“cautious in opposition, even if the matter 
“ in question concerned their own salvation.” 
This sentence is extracted from the ‘“ marvel- 
lous manifesto” referred to by our contem- 
porary. This ‘ manifesto,” the just expression 
of resentment at the indignities offered to the 
feelings of a gentleman, we are proud of; and 
the sooner we see similar letters—letters like 
those of Mr. Perry, Mr. Gaujot, and others— 
the sooner shall we learn more accurately the 
syetem under which foreigners are bound to 
their Japanese employers, and the sooner will 
the Japanese understand that there are men 
who are not afraid to speak the truth. 

In this, as in many other matters, the 
journalist who has undertaken to criticise the 
articles and notes published in the Japan 
Gasette, must find how dangerous it is to under- 
take the task without fall knowledge; and 
that a closer adherence to actual facts is an 
essential. ‘“ Fais ce que dois; advienne que 
pourra.” 


A rouxe gentleman attached to the Japa- 
nese legation in London, and who will pro- 


bably be recalled for his action, has been, 


addressing a meeting, presumably of his 
countrymen, held in one of the hotels, on 
Japanese matters, in the course of which 
he made the following statements. 

“You are all aware that I hold liberal 
principles and am an advocate for constitu- 
tional government, still I hold frequent minis- 
terial changes to be injudicious. 

“Our present government are especially 
liable to commit errors because they are but 
an aasociation of members selected from two 
or three of the most powerful clans, without 
the advantage of being led by a statesman of 
weight and experience: consequently, their 
acts have, in many cases been inconsistent. 
This is well known in connection with the 
actions of our cabinet. 

“ Financial affairs I regard with dissatis- 
faction. The government have adopted the 
policy of protecting private undertakings ; 
and in pursuance of this policy they have 
subscribed one-third of the cote of the 
Specie Bank, and advanced 3,000,000 yen to 
that institation. Of course, the government 
have some object in thus acting, but the 
wisdom of their action is open to criticism, 
and wide difference of opinion exists, 


“The government are reported to have 
favoured a new commercial policy recently 
discovered called direct exportation; and 
they are said to grant special protection 
to merchants who engage in this business. 
There is scarcely an instance in the history 
of any foreign country of the success of such 
@ policy. 

“Treaty revision has been long delayed, 
and no satisfactory termination of the 
negotiations seems probable at present. The 
government have apparently abandoned their 
claim to territorial jurisdiction over aliens 
which was their first object, confining their 
demand to the right of controlling their own 
customs tariff. This demand is complicated by 
inconsistency. Preliminary negotiations were 
opened with the foreign representatives in 

‘okio, when the inereased tariff was said to 
be necessary for revenue purposes: subse- 
quently, our diplomatic agents abroad held 
conferences with foreign governments, when 
the enhenced tariff was said to b: necessary 
for the protection of native industries.” 


—_ 


Our remonstrances against the continuance 
of the practice of saluting meet with general 
approval. The settlement and bluff are so 
open that the full force of a cannonade is 
directed towards the town, and the sound is 
heard in nearly every portion of it. The nui- 
sence, however, is chiefly observable on the 
bund, and those portions of the bluff that have 
a northern and eastern aspect. Asa rule, the 
majority of ships of war lie within a.mile or 
less of the bund, small draft vessels fre- 
quently mooring close in shore. This is 
one part of the evil, and its fall extent 
must be estimated by the fact that on 
an average at least one salute is fired 
every day, Sundays included, or probably 
4000 to 5000 guns a year. Some of 
the vessels are not provided with what 
are termed saluting batteries of small guns, 
and they have resort to very heavy cannon, 
the report of which shakes houses with the 
violence of small earthquakes, breaks wine 
dows, interrupts business, and creates general 
annoyance. A correspondent says, “You 
have little idea the nuisance the Monocacy is. 
Then those terrible destroyers of the British 
mercantile marine, the Russian cruisers, are 
so fond of displaying their destructive powers, 
that there is little if any peace, and go 
where we will we cannot evade the hor- 
rible clamour which is worrying to those 
who are well and cruel to those who are sick. 
If nothing else can be done,- perhaps the 
senior naval officers will give orders for light 
draft vessels to lie at a respectable distance 
from the shore.” 

We have no doubt that when the grievance 
under which the community labours is brought 
to their notice, the naval commanding officers 
on this station will take steps to limit the 
now almost incessant firing of guns on every 
trifling occasion; for if they do not the resi- 
dente will be forced to remonstrate through 


the respective representatives of the nations 
who are the chief offenders. 

We observe the flying squadron of British 
ships is due here at the end of August, with 
the sons of H. R. H. the Prince of Wales on 
board. The process of saluting the port, the 
various other avis of war, responding, re- 
ceiving visitors, do. will last several days, 
during which this place will be turned into 
Pandemonium; and if nervous or excitable 
people don’t get away to Hakone or Nikko 
they will be subjected to a most disagreeable 
ordeal. The qrocnivee of this complaint 
is serious. The greater the experience of 
earthquakes the-more they are feared, and 
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the same rale applies to naval salating—the 
more we have of it the more intolerable the 
nuisance becomes. 

TuE estimates for tho forthcoming fiscal 
year are being perfected. The expenditure 
of the ministry of the interior, some branches 
of the department having been trausferred to 
the agricaltural and commercial section, will 
be reduced by 435,000 yen; that is from yen 
1,647,150 to yen 1,285,794. Departmental 
economy must be carried further than this, if 
the aggregate expenses are to be reduced on 
the estimates of last year, and 1,400,000 yeu 
for the new ministry of agriculture and trade 
provided for. 


Tue Hochi Shinbun gives some returns 
respecting vaccination which do not seem 
very satisfactory in one sense, thongh en- 
couraging in another. The namber of chil- 
dren vaccinated in Tokio during the half 
year ending December 81st last, was 6,025, of 
which 85 cases were fnilures. Of second and 
third vaccinations there were 200, of which 
86 patients only seemed to be affected in the 
desired manner. The number of births ro- 
corded during the interval was 15,554, con- 
sequently only 88.7 per cunt. of the total 
namber of children born wero inoculated. 
When the rate of mortality is deducted these 
returns may be considerably modified: there- 
fore, when the prejudices of the people and 
the difficulties encountered by the govern- 
ment in establishing the system are properly 
estimated, the result must appear eminently 
satisfactory. 

He who would render a service to medical 
science should write a paper showing the 
decrease of small pox with the spread of 
vacoination. The vital statistics now pre- 
pared in Tokio would throw mach light on 
this subject. 


Tue Nicht Nicht Shinbun says thata new 
life insurance company is projected ; and will 
be bronght out under the auspices of the 
Miteu Bishi Company. 


We observe with much pleasure that the 
suggestions put forward by us some time ago 
for a new theatre are likely to be carried into 
execution. Several meetings of the Choral 
Soviety have been held; and we now under- 
stand a special meeting of members is called 
for the 27th instant to consider plans and 
propositions for the realisation of the project. 

‘his is a matter upon which the members 
of the Choral Society are to be congrata- 
lated. There should be no difficulty what- 
ever in obtaining the funds required to erect 
a building which shall be creditable to the 
settlement, and no obstacle in that way need 
be feared. ‘I'he next point, and one of great’ 
importance, is the site. A good position 
for a theatre is indispensable; especially if 
the funds are to be raised on debenture bonds, 
which course will probably be pursued. The 
security is infinitely greater if the site is 
eligible; and shareholders will find their 
bonds readily saleable if the building occu- 
pies ® prominent place, whereas, if it is hid- 
den in some out of the way corner, the scrip 
will, after the first few months, become al- 
most unmarketable. Too mach importance 
cannot be attached to appearances in matters 
of this sort. 

Between nine and ten o'clock on Tues+ 
day evening ( June 22nd ) the fire bell on 
the bluff was heard. The light from the 
premises of Dr. Nathan Brown, who resides 
at No. 67, inticated the position. The fire 


originated in the servants’ quarters, con- 
nected with the main building by a wooden 
weather-screen. This screen was speedily re- 
moved by those who had gathered to assist in 
staying the progress of the flames. The fire 
burned slowly, there being little or no wind, 
and tho outhouses were composed of tile 
and plaster; and though the resources at 
hand for extinguishing a fire were not great, 
a few foreigners and Japanese worked with 
such a will that in fifteen minutes the danger 
was over, the flames having been successfully 
confined to the out-houses. The origin of 
the fire is attributed to an incendiary; and 
this supposition is borne out by the fact that 
the only box stolen was that in which Dr. 
Brown usually keeps his money and valuable 
papers. This morning the box was found 
broken open and a cash box abstracted. The 
cash box, unfortunately for the thief, contain- 
ed no money; but, unfortunately for the 


doctor, it contained the deeds of his house: 


and other valuable papers. In the box 
broken open was a considerable quantity of 
silver and satsn, but the thief, thiuking the 
money would be in the cash box, never trou- 
bled himself about the rest of the articles. As 
usual, considerable difficulty was experienced 
in keeping Japanese ont of the house; and 
thoagh the native police tarned out in force 
they had io system of working. 


Twat enthasiastic journal the Hochi Shinbun 
announces the proposed formation of a com- 
pany for the manufacture of copper. So far 
we judge that the undertaking is successfal, 
for we are told that there are 5000 shares of 
100 yen each which are now, in consequence of 
the demand, at nearly 100 per cent. premium. 


Machinery has been imported from the United ; 


States, and the buildings required are nearly 
completed. In addition to plates, wire, nails, 
&., the company intend to make yellow 
metal and sheet copper for sheathing the 
bottoms of vessels; work that hitherto, for 
want of machiuery, could not be performed in 
this country which produces so much copper. 
An export of this commodity is expect- 
ed; and if the work is well done and 
prices reasonable, there is no doubt that a 
copper producing country should find such 
an industry highly remunerative. Every 
thing seems in favour of the new company 
with one exception—the chief movers are 
Mr. Godai, the eminent discoverer of the art 
of making indigo out of the leaves of the 
sato-tmo; and Messrs. Sumitomo and Na- 
kano. 


Rererxin@ to native manufactories reminds 
us of a complaint which will farnish the 
Nichi Nichi Shinbun with a fresh illustration 
of the power of foreign competition to sti- 
malate and maintain, in a high state of ex- 
collence, home industries. When the busi- 
ness of match making was first undertaken, 
there wns a considerable import of these 
goods which, however, soon died out 
from natural causes, and home made matches 
sapplied the wants of the country. Com- 
petition in the form of importation re- 
moved, the match makers have gone from 
good to indifferent, and by rapid stages to 
dangerons badness. Some of tho things sold 
under tho title of safety matches are scarcely 
fit to use, the atmost caution being required 
to intercept the burning matter which flies 
in all directions when the match is ignited. 
Even the best matches are so poor that 
already there are ramours of a resort to im- 
portation. Match manufactorers will do well 
to take a note of this, and accept this advice, 
which is well meant:—if you undertake to 


ap a thing do it well. The defunct Gaptain 

Swosser was in the habit of impressing upon 
ihis midshipmen this wholesome precept in 
; more homely terms, thus, if you have to make 
‘pitch hot you cannot make it too hot: and 
'if you have to swab the decks, why, swab as 
1if Davy Jones were after you. 


Mr. Yamanaka Tomrpisa, a shizoku of 
Osaka fo, is in lack. He has discovered 
\that a disused mine in Tojima is richly aari- 
ferous, a trial made by permission showing 
‘seven to thirty parts of pure gold in one 
| hundred thousand parts of ore. As the lode 
extends over several hundred square eho, the 
| deposit ‘is considerable; and machinery hav~ 
‘ing been ordered, extensive operations will: 
soon commence. 


| Tae Echo du 


Japon recently an- 
nounced that information had been received 
‘from a private source that rumours were 
‘current in high political quarters to the effect 
that negotiations for treaty revision had been 
jtemporarily abandoned; and that the pro- 
mulgation of the new penal and civil codes 
had been indefinitely postponed. The Japan 
| Herald reproduces this paragraph adding that 
‘the statement is not unlikely to be correct ; 
designing certain reasons for its beliof 
which are in concord with a very gene- 
ral opinion, except on one point to which 
we will advert on another occasion. Notice 
of desire to revise the treaties was 
given by the present government of Ja- 
pan in 1871, and have ever since been 
pending. Foreign governments are reselate in 
regard tothe maintenance of the extra-territorial 
condition, and from what we hear from trust- 
worthy sources in London, from persons well 
acquainted with Japan and her foreign rela- 
tions, there is no hope of the slightest conces- 
sion on this point. On the other points, such 
as the tariff and regulutions of trade, there is 
nothing in dispute that need delay the revi- 
sion. Everything, therefore, seems to support: 
the rumoured abandonment of the protracted. 
negotiation of the treaties of 1858, which 
have not, much as they have been maligned, 
operated adversely to the interests of Japan. 
Rumours as a rule do not deserve much era- 
dence, particularly those in reference to treaty 
revision ; but something more definitive is re- 
quired to remove the impressions these reports 
create than the imperative denial of another 
journal. ‘“ There is no trath whatever in the 
tumour that the question of treaty revision hae 
been postponed sine dis,” says the Daily Mast 


,of to-day, and further, that the promulgation 


of the new codes is deferred consequent only 
upon the difficulty of constracting the machi- 
nery necessary for carrying out those codes. 
Before these apparently authoritative denials 
jean be received, the government must take 
measures to declare the Japan Mail the official 
organ of the state. When that is done the 
public will know the source of the information 
on which the journal relies. In the meantime 
a reasonable ramour published in one paper 
and referred to in another as being in all 
probability true, is flatly contradicted by a 
third. The experience of the realers of the 
Japan Mail in the accuracy of that otherwise 
estimable journal has been severely shaken 
,by ita late. defence of the coast trade mono- 
bpoly; and no farther confidence is felt 
in it for those nssertions capable of be- 
ing tested have turned out to be utterly 
groundless and to have been employed for pur- 
poses quite incompatible with sincerity and a 
real regard for the welfare of the nation as 
distinct from the welfare of a favoured ia- 
dividual. 


THE JAPAN GAZETTE. 


a1 


At any other season of the year we should 
have muth satisfaction in announcing that the 
governor of Kanagawa is about to undertake a 
thorough inspection and repair of existing 
drains and sewers in the settlement, and the 
construction of new ones wherever necessary. 
This work has been in contemplation for some 
time, though want of funds and other causes 
have retarded its execution ; but vow tenders 
for the work have been sent in and we be- 
lieve one has been accepted. 

There is no doubt the condition of the drains 
requires attention ; aud any steps in this direc- 
tion will be hailed with satisfaction ; still we 
cannot view without apprehension the com- 
mencement of extensive repairs likely to 
necessitate the opening and exposure of 
numerous sewers at one time during the 
hottest and dryest period of the year. In the 
ordinary course of the seasons we cannot ex- 
pect more than two or three inches of rain un- 
til September next ; and as the mean tempera- 
ture of July and August is within a fraction of 
80° Fah., the sun frequently reaching 118° to 
122°, the wholesale exposure of the sewers is a 
proceeding that cannot be contemplated with- 
out apprehension for the state of the public 
health. The early spring is undoubtedly the 
best time for the performance of this work ; 
after that the autumn rains should be availed 
of and made serviceable as natural deodorizers. 
We are not without hopes, therefore, that the 
local authorities will defer the commencement 
of extensive sewage repair until the hot season 
is fairly passed, say about the early part of 
September. In the meantime, any work of a 
pressing character may be performed by de- 
grees; and the public will be saved from 
unnecessary inconvenience during a period of 
the year when a full and frée supply of pure 
air is indispensable to the preservation of 
health. 


Pantry owing to the uncertainty of the wea- 
ther, and also on account of the mail steamers’ de- 
partares on Saturday (June 25th) the proposed 
return match of * Scotland vs. The World” could 
not be taken as many of the Scotch side were 
not able to attend. Messrs. Abbott and Wheeler 
chose teams from those on the ground at 
2.30 p.m. and the former sent his side 
in. Mr. D’Almeida and Mr. Trevethick 
took the wickets to the bowling of Dr. 
Wheeler and Mr. Mollison. The first wicket 
was soon disposed of and Mr. Duff then com- 
menced one of the best innings that has ever 
been played in Yokohama; although he was 
“let off” two or three t'mes. His batting 
throughout was graceful and_ scientific, and 
he proved himself to be a very valuable 
addition to the club, carrying his bat 
with the high score of 83 including two fours, 
four threes, and seventeen twos. Mr. Durant 
somewhat disappointed the spectators, and has 
adopted a “careful” style which does not 
suit him. Mr. Barlow played in good form 
and added 11 to the score which closed at 
147 (including 13 wides). Mr. Milne must 
be complimented on his long stopping. There 
was only one bye and that was stolen. 
There were too many changes in the 
bowling, and one over of ‘slows’ contribut- 
ed 10 runsto the score. Dr. Wheeler's side, 
although spparently the stronger in every 
respect, fared but badly. Mr. Stephens was 
the only one who got into double figures, with 
a score of 23, and unfortunately ran himself 
out just as time was called. He and Mr. 
Milne however managed to incrense the score 
by running 12 byes in the short time they 
were in together. The wickets were drawn at 
7 o'clock when the score stood 54 with four 
wickets to go down, 


The fielding was not particularly good on 
either side, except one catch made by Mr. 
Durant. 

The following is the score aud bowling 
analysis :— 

Me. Assorr’s Sinz. 

J. D’Almeida, c. Mollison, b. Wheeler 

F. H. Trevethick, b. Mollison ... 

C. M. Duff, not out... 

B. Durant, b. Sutter 

E. Abbott, b. Wheeler .. 

J. Dodds, b. Wheeler 

E. Lewis, b. Sutter... 00.0 0 ee cee nee 

J. H. Thompson, c. Stephens, b. Hearne ... 

H. Barlow, b. Sutter... we oe 

E. J. Moss, c. Wheeler, b. Sutter... 

G. W. F. Playfair, b. Hearne... 

Byes... . tie 
Leg Byes .. 
Wides... 


: Baw 


~ 
Qe ewe NDOOON 


a 
a 
z| 


Dr. WHEELER’s SipE. 


E. Wheeler, b. Abbott ... 0... 0 
F. W. Playfair, c. Abbott, b. Duff 2 
G. Hamilton, c. Durant, b. Abbott 8 
J. Sutter, b. Duff .. ww. 0 
J. P. Mollison, b. Duff .. ) 
C. E. Stephens, run out... . 23 
A. Milne, not out ... . 2 
A. Hearne... ... — 
C. E. Churchill - 
T. @. Richmond —_ 
Byes... ... 14 
Leg Byes ... ae 
Wides . 8 

54 


Bow ine ANaLYsis De. WHEELEn’s Sipz. 


Wheeler - - 85 42 8 3 3 
Mollison - - 25 21 1 1 2 
Sutter- - - 70 23 4 4 7 
Playfair - - 40 16 2 - - 
Hearne - - 47 18 - 2 — 
Hamilton- - 30 12 1 _ 1 
Mr. ABRort’s BIDE. 
Abbott- - - 70 26 5 2 8 
Duff - - - 69 10 6 3 - 


Tug race meeting held at Mita yesterday 
(June 26th) is said to have been in every res- 
pect successful. Our Japanese friends seem to 
enter into this sport with unusual eagerness, 

In the afternoon his Majesty the Mikado, 
attended by Prince Higashi Fushimi-no-miya, 
Prince Fushimi-no-miya, the minister of the 
household, and other high officials, was present, 
and appeared to take much interest in the 
proceedings. A naval band was in attendance. 


Awoxe the passengers arrived on the 30th ult. 
by the M.B.8.S. Tokio Maru from Shanghai, 
we observe the name of Mr. A. E. Olarovaky. 
This gentleman, well known to residents of 
Yokohama, was for some years Consul for 
Russia at Nagasaki, the most important Rus- 
sian consular post in Japan. A short time 
ago Mr. Olaroveky returned to St. Petersburg, 
where he received the higher appointment of 
Consul-General in San Francisco, to which 
city he is now en route, 

Mr. Olaroveky was not allowed to leave 
Nagasaki, where his long tenure of office and 
courteous administration of its duties, had 
secured him numerous friends, without many 
expressions of esteem; and in venturing to 
congratulate this popular member of foreign 
society in Japan on his well-deserved promo- 
tion to higher office, and the good people of 
San Francisco on an acquisition they will know 
how to appreciate, we cannot but view his 
departure from these shores with regret not 
wholly selfish. Mr. Olarovsky will have the 
satiefaction of knowing that he earries away 
with him the regard of many Japanese and 
foreigners in Japan who unite in cordial wishes 
for his faturo prosperity. 


THE match at 700 yards for a prize presented 
by a member of the Yokohama Rifle Associa- 
tion, took place yesterday afternoon (28 June), 
amidst a good deal of rain. There was no wind 
and the light was clear. The leading scores 


were 
Mr. Beretta 46 point. 
» Gilbert 41 es 
» Cameron ... 36 
» Favre-Brandt... ... 32 4 


Mr. Beretta thus winning with the astonish- 
ing score of 46 points out of a possible 50. 


Tim de Consolation, 29th June, 1881. 


Ist prise. Mr. C. Dubois... 44 points. 
2ud ,, Mr. C. Weinberger 4, 
3rd ,, Mr. C.Sticbel ... 30 ,, 


16 competitors. 


Yegsterpay afternoon (Juno 29th ), not- 
withstanding unfavourable weather, the first 
contest at a game of base-ball between o 
team composed of members of the cricket 
club, and a team composed of members 
of the base-ball club, took place. It re- 
quired no prophet to prognosticate the is- 
ue, as it was very well known that, with ones 
or two exceptions, the cricketers were totally 
unacquainted with the American game. Still 
they pluckily contested the game throughout, 
improving wonderfully towards the finish. We 
venture to say that, with a little more prac- 
tice, the cricketers will be no mean competitors 
of the local club at the interesting game of 


base ball. Appended is the score. 
Bass Baut Cvs. 
Pos. Buns. Outs. 
Merriman, W.L. ... .. wa C. 2 3 
Denison... we ee we oe LE. 2 1 
Van Buren, J.8. .. «. «. BP 2 8 
Morse, F.8S.  ... .. «. «. 2B 2B 3 
Merriman,C.H. ... .. .. S38. 2 2 
Van Buren, H. 8. ow. 1B 1 2 
Samuels ... .. _ cr 1 8 
Morse, J.B... RF 2 #1 
Beauchamp . 3B. 1 3 
16 
= 
. Buns. Outs. 
Abbott... ... . O 4 
Churchill o|6 64 
Durant 1 32 
Hamilton » Ll 2 
Stephens F. 0 8 
Sutter... . 8 1 
Veitch... ull} 1 
Thompson oe . 1. 8B 
Moss, C.D... LF. 0 2 
6 
— 
Innings... 1 23 4 5 6 7 
Base Ball Club... 4 1 1 2 2 4 1=15 
Cricket Club ..0 000 3 3 O= 6 
The game was called at the close of the 7th 
innings on account of the rain. 
Toe Mainichi Shinbun, with delightfal 


vagueness, reports that a number of spies have 
been despatched from Kanagawa-ken to Tokio, 
bat by whom, or with what object, it does not 
pretend to have any idea. 

A new audience hall is to be erected at the 
Imperial palace at an expenditure of yen 
419,346, says the Nichi Nicht Shinbun, 


Tue railway between Tsuruga and Otsa 
is heing rapidly pushed forward, and the whole 
line is expected to be completed by the end 
of November. The construction of the railway 
between Tokio and Takasaki will be commenced 
in August next. 
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‘We regret to learn that a heavy flood in the 
province of Bitchu has done considerable in- 
jury to the rice crops in that locality, besides 
washing away a number of houses. 


Ir is generally believed, both by foreigners 
and Japanese, that the majority of fires which 
break gut in Tokio and Yokohama every year 
are the work of incendiaries, notwithstanding 
tho fact that the punishment for incendiarism 
is decapitation, The motives are generally 
trifling—the chance of a little plunder or the 
desire to stimulate a certain trade, such as 
carpentering or house building, are considered 
quite sufficient inducements to burn out an 
individual or half acity. There seems to be 
no doubt that the recent conflagration at Dr. 
Brown’s was the work of an incendiary, and 
we are glad to learn that the police are actively 
engaged in investigating the origin of the fire 
with a very good prospect of success. 


In reporting the circumstance of tho fire at 
Dr. Brown’s residence, No. 67, Bluff, a few days 
since, we mentioned that a box containing 
money and valuable papers had been stolen, 
broken open, and a cash box abstracted. We 
now learn that the police have succecded in 
arresting the thief, who proved to be Dr. Brown’a 
kuruma drawer, This man had been in the habit 
of frequently attending the doctor in his study, 
and, no doubt, in this way became acquainted 
with the contents of the box, which, in the con- 
fusion consequent on the outbreak of the fire, he 
managed to get away with as far as a fence 
at the rear. This fence, however, was too 
high for him to get the box over, so he forced 
it open and took what he considered was the 
most valuable article—the cash box. After 
the fire the somewhat erratic conduct of the 
man, coupled with other circumstances, caused 
him to be suspected and the police were put 
on his track. On his arrest two bank deposit 
receipts, the property of Dr. Brown, were 
found on his person; and a netsuké was also 
discovered in his house. It took the police but 
avery short time to make their prisoner confess 
he was the thief, and that he had succeeded 
in taking about sixty yen out of the box. 
With this sum, it appears from his own account, 
he’ purchased a new suit of clothes; and pro- 
bably being desirous of studying the value of 
time, he aleo invested in a watch. These 
articles, with numerous sundries, reduced the 
sixty yen to twenty, which sum the police 
contrived to get hold of. The other papers, 
comprising the deed of Dr. Brown’s house and 
documents equally as, if not more, important 
the rascal says he threw into the canal. 


We regret to learn from the Mai Nichi 
Shinbun that tbe heavy rains in the western 
provinces have caused much damage to tho 
growing crops. In Ishikawa-ken the rivers 
have overflowed their banks, and the water, 
flooding the country, has done gricvous injury. 
From the 19th to 22nd instant excessively 
heavy rain fell in Totomi, rivers overflowed, 
and whole villages were inundated, wheat 
crops and young rice plants being swept away 
or covered with sund; while even houses 
and bridges gave in. Idzu is also flooded, 
and the damage, though not particularized, is 
said to be extensive. In Mino some of 
the rivers rose seventeen fect above their 
normal levels, breaking away the banks and 
flooding the surrounding country, 


—! 


Namav has long been known as a horse 
breeding district, improvement in production 
dating from the importation of an Arabian 
horso into Sumitanino, Since that time tho 


demand for horses has rapidly increased, but 
as the supply does not keep pace with the 
requirem: ite, a steady advance in price is the 
conseque -e. The reasonable conclusion is 
that sup; y would increase in some proportion 
to the demand, but this does not appear to be 
the case, as the following figures will show. 


Total value Walue per head 


Year. Horses sold, pee meas 

1877 ... 3,331 44,201 13.27 
1878 . 38,220 57,363 17.81 
1879 - 8,014 ... 97,3887 32.31 
1880 ..... ... 3,498 ... 156,877 44.70 


Tur following extract from the letter of a 
well known Yokobama resident, written in 
Oncbetsu on the 28rd April, will be read with 
interest. The winter, which was unusually 
severo throughout the northern hemisphere, 
must have been intensely cold in the Okhotsk, 
and Behring Seas; the only mode occurring 
to us of accounting for the quantities of ice 
met with in the forty-fourth parallel at the 
latter part of April. 


“A chance offering to leave a letter on 
Iturup, I drop you a few lines with the 
information that the Arctic Circle or Fri- 
gid Zone has migrated or slipped over from 
the vicinity of the north pole and located 
itself around the Kurile islands and east 
coast of Yezo. What do you think of this 
for a passage? Eighteen days!! First part 
we had a N.E. gale after getting outside Cape 
King; then a series of calms, head winds, fair 
winds, and ice; the latter being the principal 
cause of our delay. We first fell in with the 
ice off Akis (Hamanaka); large fields with open 
channels between ; on 17th, these channels clos- 
ing up, we had to run to the southward some 
ten or twelve miles to get clear of it. 18th. 
Ice as far as we could see to N.N.E. and E., 
some of it five or six feet above the water. We 
still kept running to the east and south-east. 
On 19th we were in a channel with ice all 
round ; the channel closing up, we got jammed 
and remained in the ice till daylight of 20th; 
managed to work through into a chaunel of 
open water again, and then stood to 8.8.W. 
and 8.E., some 40 miles to the south of Shiko- 
tan: then paseed through a narrow neck of ice 
and found clear water to N.N.E. 2lst. Run- 
ning to N.N.E. with a fair wind, at about 6 
knots an hour, at 2.30 a.m. ran full into the 
ice again before sail could be got off her. The 
vessel was into it and I thought the last hours 
of the Otome had come, but fortunately the ice 
at the edge of the floe was somewhat broken 
up by the sea and softish ; we went about three 
lengths of the ship into it and were pretty 
solidly fixed ; found we were making no water, 
and after about two hours managed to get 
her out; then ran to S.W. till we met ice ngain, 
put vessel on other tack and stood to east- 
ward, then to N. E. 22nd. Sighted Shikotan 
bearing V’. by N. Evening becalmed off Ityr- 
up. 23r. 6.30 a.m., Anchored in Japanese 
bay. 

“The Otome is pretty well knocked ubout by 
the ice and is dented, slithered, and scratched. 

“ The extent of ice is more than ever known 
before for these latitudes, I should think. Of 
course, the most of it came through from the 
Okhotsk. I should judge the ice extends from 
the S.W. end of Iturup towards Shikotan, and 
some 15 miles to the eastward of it, 40 miles 
to the south, and from Akis 90 miles to the east- 
ward. It is all round Nemuro and the islands 
to the east of Noshiaf are full up; probably 
there sre some five or six thousand square 
miles of ice. 


“The ice is all hummocky in masses from 
the size of a tumbler to a town hell.” 


A meetrne was held on Monday (June 28th) 
of those interested in the movement for the 
erection of a new theatre. 

Plans and estimates were submitted for the 
inspection of the meeting, and we understand 
resolutions were come to by which the Choral 
Society and Dramatic Corps each subscribe 
$500; the remainder of the capital required 
to be offered in debentures of $50 each. A 
special committee will be appointed to carry 
out the resolution. 

The papers received by every mail contain 
the prospectus of at least one new company ; 
and the value of the shares rarely exceeds £5, 
unless the object is to limit the proprietary to 
few persons. ‘The intention in valuing the 
shares at so low a figure as £5 and even £1, is 
to give everyone who wishes to have it an 
interest in the concern, and to ensure the 
greatest amount of publicity and popularity. 


A similar course might be adopted here. There 
are several people who will take a few shares 
at $25 each who will not touch one at $50. 
To assign reasons for this weakness is not our 
province ; we only know the weakness prevails. 


A werrer from Osaka says that seven pri- 
soners at the branch prison at Imaki-shinden, 
who were with other convicts employed in 
making a canal at the Kidzu river, were at- 
tached with cholera, and, as this epidemic ap- 
peared to have a tendency to spread, work at 
the canal has been temporarily stopped. The 
patients were immediately conveyed to the 
hospital, where there are at present nine 
persons suffering from the disease, 

A sattrxe vessel is reported to have been 
wrecked off Shimoda, Idzu, while returning 
from Ogasawara-shima. 
have belonged to the government. An inquiry 
is now being made. 


Tur Nichi Nichi Shinbun says that the Ja- 
panese officials in Korea, were informed by 
some Korean official that the celebrated 
Ritonin, who was raid to have been poisoned 
by the conservative party, is still alive, and, 
had not illness prevented him, would have 
accompanied the embassy now in Japan. 

The same paper also states that the pro- 
jectors of the new railroad company have ad- 
dressed circulars to every fu and ken calling 
a general meeting in Tokio, for the purpose of 
electing officers, and framing rules. 


Mz. Hananvsa, chargé d’affaires to Korea, 
returned on the lst July by the Tokio Bfaru. 


Tue Hochi Shinbun says the annual subsidy 
granted to the chambers of commerce, amounte 
ing to some one million yen, has, from this 
present month, been abolished, and the cham- 
bers will in future be supported by subscrip- 
tions from the members, 

The foreign goods purchasing office of the 
finance department has also been abolished. 


WE mentioned some time ago, that sham 
fights were to be held for the benefit of the 
Mikado whilst on his tour. We now hear 
that these will take place at Shirakawa, be- 
tween the Sendai and ‘Tokio garrisons. 


A rie broke out in a Chinese gambling house 
on lot No. 164, Swamp Concession, at 4 o’clock 
this morning (lst Joly). Fire engines and 
a crowd soon gathered around the scene. ‘The 
Victoria fire engine took up a position about a 
hundred yards from the fire and inserted a hose 
into the main drain, and for a few moments 
poured scontinuous, and effective stream 


The ship is said to- 


cage, 


THE JAPAN GAZETTE. 


23 


of muddy water on the flames ; but this resource 
soon failed and the engine was then useless. 
However, notwithstanding the fact that the 
buildings where the fire originated and the 
building adjoining were composed of very 
inflammable material, the flames did not 
travel fast, there being an entire absence 
of wind, and after burning down two or three 
grog shops and a few Chinese shops, they were 
arrested, and a shower shortly afterwards 
assisted in putting out the embers. So far 


we have not been able to ascertain the cause 
of the fire. 


Tue following are the customs returns of 
exports and imports for the month of May :— 


Exports... 1-0-2, 148,656 
Imports. 2,595,087 
Excess of imports.................. 446,481 
Customs duties, &. ........ 189,259 
Export of specie and bullio 709,627 
I mport of specie and bullion...... 293,250 


Tax following paragraph appeared in our 
morning issue of the 5th instant :-— 


With much regret we publish the substance 
of a telegram said to have been received yes- 
terday in Tokio, and in all probability from 
the Japanese minister at Washington, to the 
effect that General Garfield, President of the 
United States, had been shot at and seriously 
wounded. No cause is assigned for what 
appears.to be an attempt at assassination. 
In the course of the day telegrams will, no 
doubt, be received by the U. 8. Consul Gene- 
ral, and the true state of affairs will be made 
public without delay. 


A Beuter’s telegram since received confirms 
the intelligence and adds that President Garfield 
is in a desperate condition. 

What motive existed for the crime is impos- 
sible to say. The public acts of the chief of the 
United States can never be for long oppressive 
or tyrannical ; for though the position is second 
to none in rank and importance the American 
president ie essentially a constitutional ruler, 
and ia not, as an autocrat is, personally res- 
ponsible for his public acts. Seventeen years 
only have elapsed since the cruel assassination 
of President Lincoln created a profound sensa- 
tion wherever the news penetrated ; and now, 
on the one hundred and fifth anniversary of 
the independence of the United States, another 
misecreant attempts a murder which is only 
too likely to be consummated. 

This event will give riee to feclings of in- 
tense sympathy among all lovers and friends 
of the American Republic, not merely for 

- President Garfield and his family but for the 
order-loving people of the Union. Murder has 
too long been suffered, and murderers per- 
mitted to ply their hideous vocation in the 
United States with impunity. The rufflan 
who shot De Young was acquitted. If therefore, 
justice is to be administered with equal hand 
what can be done to the would be murderer of 
the President? The use of the knife and the 
pistol should be punished with a short shrift 
and a etont rope; and we sincerely hope, for 
their own welfare, safety, and reputation, 
Americans will soon awake to the necessity of 
inexorably applying these remedies. 


Tue disposal by the government of those 
industrial undertakings of which so many have 
been founded at considerable cost to the state, 
is apparently limited to those that do not yield 
Satisfactory returne. Several persons, it is 
said, made recent spplicstion for the purchaso 
of the Miike colliery, but after takiug time 


to consider the public works department has 
declined to part with this property, valuable 
already, but doubly valuable in the hands of 
private persons. 


Mr. Sato Kaisex1 has encountered a little 
more than his match. At Kioto recently 
this distinguished political economist of the 
Henry Carey school, was in the act of 
carrying a large audience with him in his 
denunciation of importation, when a young 
student stepped to the front and asked the 
lecturer if he had ever travelled between Kioto, 
Osaka and Kobe. The reply was in the 
affirmative. ‘By boat, kago, or rail?” in- 
quired his questioner. “By rail” said Mr. 
Sato Kaiseki. “ Just so ;” rejoined the student, 
“the railroad is an importation, Why then 
do you support with your custom that which 
you condemn with your mouth? Why act 
one way and talk another?” ‘The lecturer was 
astovished, and the student took advantage of 
his confusion to deliver an address setting: 
forth the advantages of free trade, which so 
pleased the audience that Mr. Sato Keiseki has 


since found his society diminished from 800 to 
200 members. 


Mr. Secretary Winpom sounds a note of 
genuine alarm at the condition of American 
trade and shipping.— 


“Laws,” said he, “must be passed tending 
to promote commerce and industry, and there 
should be a government department embracin, 
commerce, agriculture, mining, and home an 
foreign manufacturing. Our shipping would not 
disappear from the occean. The American pro- 
ducer must not be left to compete single-handed 
with the organized power of foreign countries,” &c. 


In reference to this the Pall Mall Gazette 
very sensibly says :— 


All this means, we suppose, that the Government 
of Mr. Garfield intends to devote some part of the 
great resources placed at its disposal by the won- 
derful prosperity of the National Treasury to cod- 
dling sickly industries. Taxes will not be reduced, 
the people will not be unshackled. On the con- 
trary, they will be kept in fetters for the benefit of 
the men who aim at assuming a great place in the 
world’s trade at the nation’s expenso. ‘Our pros- 
perity will cease if we fail to find an open market,’ 
the S. cretary to the Treasury adds; and the way, 
of course, to find ‘an open market’ is to undersell 
everybody else. That can only be done by Ameri- 
cans through subsidies, if at all; and so the taxes 
moust be kept up to find the means of fostering 
trade abroad. We wish the States joy of this 
policy; and on the maxim of ‘the acuter the 
disease the sooner the crisis,’ can have no objection 
to its getting a fair trial. Nothing will so certain- 
ly strengthen the already important free-trade 
party in the Union. 


The policy adopted by the great republic un- 
happily finds favour in other parts of the world. 
Trade, to be truly beneficial to the nation en- 
gaged in it, must be unshackled. The govern- 
ment interfering in the principles of trade, or 
meddling with it in any way beyond cstablish- 
ing those laws for its regulation which ex- 
perience shows to be necessary, exceed their 


province and retard, instead of furthering, the 
prosperity of the people. 


Tue alarm now openly manifested at the 
probable enhanced stringency of protective 
duties in the United States is rich in promise. 
Free trade America would give an impetus to 
production, and consequent abundant demand 
for labour, such as the world has never yct 
secn, The free trade party is growing in 
strength. Their text is that “everything the 
American farmer buys is protected, and every- 
thing he sells is sold in a free market. The 


timber for hig barn is taxed 20 per cent.; 
the paint he puts on it is taxed 40 
per cent.; the iron he uses is taxed 35 


per cent., and so on. Railway freights are 
increased by the protection of all railway 
materials, ocean freights mount up because of 
the protective imposition upon foreign freights, 
and because American shipping has been swept 
from the seas by the protective navigation 
laws. Everything the agriculturist has to pay 
Jor is protected; but there is no protection for 
the farmer's wheat or the planter’s cotton. 
The prices of these products are fixed at Liver- 
pool, where the protective hand of America 
cannot reach.” When the advocates of the 
present system of protection attempt to disprove 
these statements, or show that protective laws 
are in any sense beneficial to the commerce of 
the nation employing them, a discussion will 
arise that can have but one termination. 
This, however, is what protectionists particu- 
larly desire to avoid. They are in possession 
of the field which they will retain until routed 
by the force of common sense supported by 
actual results of the mistaken policy which 
keeps a bad second in commerce the nation 
which, of all others, is most fitted to take the 
leading place. 


“Tx the American shipbuilder were not left 
to compete single-handed with the organized 
power of foreign countries, our shipping would 
not disappear from the ocean.” ‘This is what 
Mr. Windom says, but he mistakes cause for 
effect. It is the protection of the American 
shipbuilder which is driving American shipping 
from the ocean. The navigation laws have 
had the inevitable effect of all such laws; a few 
shipbuild«rs have profited while the importance 
of the nation on the sea bas been diminished. 
The following statistics speak volumes. 


The building of ships and jues employed in 
the foreign commerce of the United States fell from 
an annual average of 233 during ten years from 
1851 to 1860 to an annual average of 56 from 1871 
to 1880. There were only 23 shipsand barques 
built during the year ended June 30, 1880. The 
tonnage of iron vessels built in that country dur- 
ing the last five years amounted to only 101,828 
tons, almost entirely for the coastwise or home 
trade, in which no foreign conpetition is allowed 
under the provision of the American navigation 
laws, whereas the iron shipbuilding of Great 
Britain, during the last five years reported, 
amounted to 1,800,193 tons. The total tonnage of 
the United States employed in foreign trade fell 
from 2,379,396 tons in 1860 to 1,314,402 tons dur- 
ing the year ending June 80, 1880. Durin, 

the year ending June 30, 1880, the total value o! 

commodities tran: in American and foreign 
vessels (imports and exports) amounted to the sum 
of $1,589,472,093, of which the value transmitted 
by American vessels amounted to only $280,005,497, 
or 17.6 per cent., and the value transported in 
foreign vessels amounted to $1,309,466,496, or 
about 83 per cent. A marked decline in the pro- 
portion of the commodities carried in American 
vessels has taken place during the past year, the 
falling off having been from 23 per cent. in 1879 to 
17.6 per cent. in 1880. 


If the United States were, like Japan, to 
close all her ports to foreign commerce except 
half a dozen, what would become of her trade 
if the navigation laws were maintained in 
force ? 


TuE control of the coastwise service, and its 
limitation to vessels not of Japanese build but 
purchased and put under the Jupanese flag, is 
one of the “sovereign rights” of this empire. 
It means that the producer must, in order 
to find an “open market,” without which Mr. 
Secretary Windom declares the prosperity of 
the United States will cease, convey his com- 
modities to a treaty port. Will the advocates 
of the coast monopoly say how the producer is 
to carry out this essential to an open market ? 
We will anticipate reference to the fine fleet of 
thirty odd vessels of 28,000 tons belonging to 
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preserve friendly relations, for that purpose, 
have named as their Plenipotentiaries, that is 
to say :— 

His Majesty the Emperor of China, Tseng, 
Minister Plenipotentiary to Russia, of the 
First Class of the Second Order of Nobility, 
Sub-Director of the Grand Court of Revision. 

And His Majesty the Emperor of Russia, 
M. Giers, Member of the Council, Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, and President of the Se- 
nate; and M. Butzow, Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary to China; 

Who, after having communicated to ench 
other their respective full powers, and found 
them to be in good and due form, have 
agreed upon and concladed the following 
articles :-— 

Art. I.—His Majesty, the Emperor of Rus- 
sia, hereby agrees to restore to China the 
territory of Ili which bas been held on behalf 
of China by Russian troops since year 1871, 
whereupon that part in the West of Ili, the 
boundaries of which are defined in Art. VII. 
of this Treaty, will become Russian territory. 

Arr. II.—His Majesty, the Emperor of 
China, agrees to issue a Decree to the effect 
that the inhabitants of Ili, whether during 
the rebellion or after its pacification, will, 
without distinction of race or creed, be 
neither tried nor punished for anything they 
may have done, nor will their property be 
interfered with; and the Chinese officials 
will, previous to taking over Ili, issue a pro- 
clamation to the inhabitants of Ili in accord- 
ance with the terms of the gracious decree 
of His Majesty the Emperor of China. 

Arr. ITI.—The inhabitants of Ili are free 
cither to remain where they are and become 
Chinese subjects, or they may go over to 
Ruasian territory ; but previous to the rondi- 
tioy of Ili they must be asked distinctly 
whether they wish to go over to Russia, and 
a space of one year from the date of rendi- 
tion of Ili will be given within which they 
may go over and take their property with 
them, and the Chinese officials will not pre- 
vent them. 

Art. [V.—Ruasians who have purchased 
land within the territory of Ili will, after the 
rostoration of Ili, retain their property as be- 
fore; but those inhabitants of Ili who, at the 
time of the restoration of that territory, go 
over to Russin, cannot addace this Article as 
a law affecting them. Land owned by Ras- 
sians, with the exception of the allotments 
granted for trading purposes by Art. XIIT., 
of the Treaty of Commerce signed at Kouldja 
in the year 1851, will pay the same taxes as 
land owned by Chinese. 

Art. V.—High Officers will be deputed by 
both countries, the one side to hand over, and 
the other to take over Ili. They will conduct 
their negotiations in all matters affecting 
the transfer in accordance with the stipula- 
tions of the Treaty in the town of Ili; and the 
Governor-General of the provinces of Shensi 
and Kansuh, and the Governor-General of 
Turkestan will decide thé manner and order 
of tho negotiations to be conducted by the 
High officers. The Governor-General of 
Shensi and Kansub will, on receipt of His 
Majesty the Emperor of China’s commands 
assenting to the Treaty, depute a proper 
official to carry this information to the Go- 
vernor-General of Turkestan; and within 
three months at most after the arrival of this 
official at Tashikan the transfer of Ili will 
be completed. 

Art. VI—His Majesty, the Emperor of 
China, agrees to pay to Russia the sum of 
9,000,000 roubles as an indemnity for the 
military expenses incurred by Russia in hold- 


ing apd protecting Ilion behalf of China 


° 

Visitors to the Second Industrial Exhibi- 
tion during the four months numbered 738,499 ; 
and receipts amounted to 65,222 yen. 


the official monopolists, 25,000 tons more in 
the possession of private persone, and the 
“immense fleet” of slow, unseaworthy and 
uninsurable junks, and say that if all the 
available tonnage of Japan were employed’ in 
.one branch of the coast trade alone, it would 
be found insufficient to perform one-third of 
the requirements of that particular line. 


Tue Fourth of July has been allowed to 
pass with little demonstration. ‘lhe men-of- 
war in harbour were dressed at an early hour 
this morning, and at noon the United States 
flag was saluted in the customary manner. 

The banks have been closed, and the anni- 
versary has been made the oceasion for a holi- 
day in which all nationals have participated, 
although the arrival of the San Francisco mail 
rather interfered with its full enjoyment. 


Tue more far-seeing of the ministers are 
beginning to recognize the injury the country 
has sustained from two causes :—insufficiency 
of open ports, and the inadequacy of Japanese 
shipping to compensate for so tremendous a 
disadvantage. Rumours, which we merely 
mention because we believe there is some trath 
in them, are to the effect that one minister, 
whoee influence is as considerable as his ex- 
perience is extensive, is opposing a bold front 
to the exclusive policy which keeps Japanese 
commerce at its present insignificant figure, and 
confines the little that is done to the privileged 
few. His views are said to be comprehensive, 
and even to embrace the opening of every port 
in the country to those persons who desire to 
trade there. These privileges are, of course, to 
be made conditional ; and there is no reason 
why such conditions should not be embodied 
in a treaty and made the law of the country 
accepting them. There are numerous ways in 
which the great obstacle of extra-territoriality, 
so naturally hurtful to the feelings of a proud 
people, can be removed; and there is little 
doubt that so soon as intercourse between 
Japanese and foreigners extends the wealth of 
the country will rapidly increase; and in the 
natural order of thing the laws of the country 
must then be observed, and jurisdiction will be 
eventually acquired by the nation far more 
quickly than can be hoped for under the existing 
condition of affairs. 

—— 

Tux native press contains references toa new 
silk company. Mr. Hitaki Jiro, of Kagoshimn, 
in conjunction with Mesers. Shimomura, Katsu- 
yama and Takenouchi, noted silk producers of 
Mayebashi, Amemiya and others of Kofu, and 
Hara Zenszaburo and Mogi Sobei of Yokohamn, 
is about to apply to the government for permis- 
sion a to found a great silk undertaking. The ob- 
jects are not particularly clear. The prospectus 
‘wo understand sets out that so far no large com- 
pany for conducting silk transactions exists in 
Japan, consequently those profits which properly 
belong to Japanese are “grasped with the 
paw,” (tsukamu) by foreigners. Mr. Hitaka 
Jiro, kuowing this, recently visited foreign 
countries, examined the markets, and returned 
to Japan to form this company to “ grasp with 
its paw ” all the profits which foreigners have 
heretofore made. There will, however, be one 
important difference between dealing with 
foreigners and with the new company. The 
former pay in silver, and always in advance of 
the home markets; the latter will pay —. 
Well, we must not be too hard upon the enter- 
prising persons whose experience of the silk | be paid in London within the period of two 
trade is sufficient to show them the best course years, payment to be made in England the 
to pursue. -Jamount being £1,441,664.2s. This is to be 
paid in six instalments at the end of each four 
months at Messrs. Baring Brothers in London. 
We reserve comment on the Treaty and 
Trade Regulations until our readers are 
acquainted with their tenor. Meanwhile we 
publish the first six articles of 


THE AMENDED RUSSO-CHINESE 
TREATY. 


We publish a translation of the first six 
articles of the amended Busso-Chinese treaty, 
and the remainder will follow in due course. 
This treaty was entered into by the Marqnis 
Tseng on behalf of China and with M.M. 
Giers and Butzow who represeuted Russia. 
Substantially it is little different from the 
terms of the stipulations which Chung How 
agreed to and which exposed that unfor- 
tanate Minister to a large share of popu- 
lar odium. Russia consents to restore 
Tli; but for this restoration, China agrecs 
to pay her the sum 9,000,000 roubles, 
payment to be completed within the period 
of two years. By article VI of the treaty 
negotiated by Chung How China was to pay 
5,000,0 0 roubles. The stipulations with 
respect to the “ Act of Oblivion” which the 
Chinese agree to in future dealings with the 
inhabitants of Ili is somewhat important, as 
it will remove one motive for future revolt 
and its attendant international complications. 
Article II. provides that the inhabitants 
of Ii are not to be tried or punished 
for what they have done during the rebel- 
lion or after its pacification, and neither their 
liberty nor property will be interfered with, 
We are scarcely in a position to express an 
opinion as to the trade stipulations ; but from 
what we can see they will prove advanta- 
geous, in different respects though, to both 
nations. It will be remembered that the 
treaty made by Chung How was severely 
criticised, and condemned in a_ series of 
memorials to the throne one of which, that 
presented by the Sub-Reader Chang Chib- 
tong was particularly outspoken. This 
memorial with the substance of the treaty we 
published on 15th May, 1880. ‘The present 
treaty contains 20 articles and is sup- 
plemented by special Trade Regulations. The 
latter have 17 clauses principally dealing 
with octroi barriers on the north-west fron- 
tier and the Customs tariffs. With respect 
to the indemnity to be paid by China to 
Ruasia, it is stipulated by a special article of 
treaty that the sum (9,000,000 ronbles) is to 


A soMEWn AT discouraging item of news for 
the propose silk company is a paragraph in 
the Nicht Nichi Shinbun about the result of 
Mr. Fukushima’s silk-egg ventures to Italy. 
54,000 cards of Shimamura seed were favour- 
ably received and 45,000 soon sold, bat no price 
isnamed. 120,000 cards of other seed did not | T#® New Treaty serween Russia anp Cura. 
meet with similar ready sale, only one-half} His Majesty the Emperor of China and His 
finding purchasers at prices which, freight | Majesty the Emperor of Russia, being desirons 
and charges considered, the Nichi Nichi Shin. |to bring to a satisfactory conclusion the 
bun says, made the businoss one of great) questions of the frontier and of trade in the 
difficulty, | iotorest of the two countries, and in ordey to 
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since the year 1871, and in satisfaction of all 
claima by Russian merchants for losses by 
illage within Chinese territory, and by 

ussians whose families have been maltreat- 
ed; and this sum will be paid in two years 
from the date of the ratification in the 
manner laid down in the Special Article 
attached to this Treaty. 


Ant. VII.—A tract of country in the West 
of Ili is ceded to Russia, where those who go 
over to Russia and are thereby dispossessed 
of their land in Ili may settle. The houndary 
line of Chinese Ti and Russian territory will 
stretch from the Pieh-ch8n-tao mountains 
along the course of the Ho-érh-kwo-ssii River 
to its junction with the Ili River, thence 
across the Ili River and south to the East of 
the village of Kwo-li-cha-té on the Wu- 
taung-tao mountains, and from this point 
south along the old boundary line fixed by 
the agreement of Sa Chéng in the year 1864. 

Art. VIII—The boundary line to the east 
of the Chi-sang Lake fixed in the year 1864 
by the agreement of Ta Cheng having proved 
unsatisfactory, high officers will be specially 
deputed by both countries jointly to examine 
and alter it ao that a satisfactory result: may 
be attained. That there may be no doubt 
what part of the Kbassak country ‘belongs to 
China and what to Russia, the boundary will 
consist in a straight line drawn from the 
Kwei Tung mountains across the River 
Hei-i-6rh-té-shih to the Sa-wu-érh range, and 
the high officers deputed to settle the boun- 
dary will fix the new boundary along such 
straight lines which is within the old boun- 
dary. 
Art. [X.—Hitherto no boundary stones 

have been erected, but with regard to the 

boundary lines now fixed by Articles VII. 

and VIII., it will be the duty of the two 

countries specially to depute officials to erect 
boundary stones, and the said officials will 
meet at the place and time agreed upon by 
the two governments as to the boundary on 
the west between the province of Foi-ésh- 
kan, which is subject to Russia, and Chinese 

Kashgar, officials will be deputed by both 

countries to examine it, and they will fix the 

boundary line between the territories at 
present actually under the jurisdiction of 
either country, and they will erect boundary 
stones thereon. 

Ast. E—By previous Troaties, Russia 
appointed Consals at Ili, Tarbagatai, Kash- 

r, and Urga, and it is now agreed that 
fnssian Consuls be appointed at Suchow, 
otherwise called CUhia-yn-kwan, and at 

Turfan. When trade springs up at Kobdo, 

Uliasutai, Hami, Uramt’si, and Ka-ch’éng, 

oe, ene will be entered into for the 

additional appointment of Russian Consuls 
at these places. It will be the duty of 
the Russian Consuls at Suchow, otherwise 
called Chia-yé-kwan, and at Turfan to 
deal with all matters affecting Russian sub- 
_ jects in the vicinity of these two places. Chia- 
ee and Tarfan will come under Articles 
and VI of the Treaty concluded at Peking 
in the year 1860, whereby permission is 
granted to erect residences and other build- 
ings, and nntil Consulates are erected, the 
local suthorities will assist the Consuls in 
leasing temporary residences. Russian con- 
suls in Mongolia and in the south and north 
of the Tien-shan mountains may come and 
f° and forward their correspondence; aud 

y Art. XI, of the Treaty of Tientsin and 

Art. KIL, of tho Treaty of Peking they may 

use the Government post stations. The 

Chinese officials will, on request being made 

to them by the Russian Consuls, give the 

neceasary directions. The appointment of a 


Consul at Turfan, which is not a trading 
place, will not be considered as a precedent, 
and will not affect the various placcs open 
to trade nor places in the interior of the 
eighteen provinces and in Manchuria. 


Agr. XI.—Rnussian Consuls resident in 
China, when they have important official 
business to transact which calls for immediate 
settlement, will correspond officially with the 
local and other high authorities, and the 
officials of the two countries will in their 
personal interviews treat each other with 
that courtesy which becomes the officials 
of friendly powers. Should trouble arise 


between traders of the two countries 
in China, the Consul and the local 
authority will jointly deal with the 


matter. In disputes connected with trade 
both sides may produce witnesses and ap- 
point arbitrators; but should auch arbitra. 
tion prove unsuccessful, the officials of the 
two countries will jointly deal with the case. 
In settling for goods and the import of 
goods, and in leasing shops and houses where 
the subjects of the two countries are con- 
cerned, contracts will be drawn up and laid 
before the Consul and the local authority, 
who will sign and seal the same in proof of 
such contract; and should the subjecta of 
the twocountries fail to draw up contracts, 
the Consal and the local authority will take 
steps to compel them so to do. 

jes XII.—Ruasians may trade in Mongolia 
and with the Mongolian tribes (whether or 
not there are Chinese officials stationed there) 
without paying duty, as formerly; and they 
may trade at Ili, Terbagatai, Kashgar, and 
Urumt’si, and at the various towns to the 
north and south of the Tien-shan without 
paying duty for the time being; but when 
trade springs up a fixed tariff will be drawn 
up and agreed upon by the two countries 
aud the duty-free rate will be abolished. At 
the various places in China mentioned above, 
where Russians may trade in foreign and 
other merchandise, the system of ready money 
or barter may be employed; and Russians 
may also pay their debts with various kinds 
of goods. 

Azr. XIII.—At the places at which Rus- 
sians Consuls are to be appointed and at 
Kalgan, Russians may build shops, houses, 
and godowns, whether they themselves pur- 
chase the land, or it is granted to them by 
the local authorities for building purposes in 
accordance with Art. ITI. of the Rules drawn 
up in the year 1851 for the regulation of 
trade at Ili and Tarbagatai. But this con- 
cession, allowing Russians to build shops, 
houses, and godowns at Kalgan, where there 
is no Consul, shall not be adduced as a prece- 
dent with regard to other places in the 
interior. 

Aer. XIV.—Russian merchants conveying 
goods overland into the interior of China for 
purposes of trade may, as formerly, pass 
through Kalgan and T’ungchow to Tientsin, 
whence the goods may be exported to other 
ports. They may also dispose of their goods 
at the above-mentioned places in the interior. 
Russian merchants may convey overland to 
Russia by the same route, goods purchased 
at the above-mentioned towns and trading 
places, and in the interior. Russian mer- 
chants may also proceed to Soochow (Chia- 
yii-kwan), for purposes of trade, bat their 
caravans will stop there. The same facilities 
will be granted as at Tientsin. 

Ant. XV.—Russians in the interior of 
China and beyond the Wall engaged in the 
overland trade will abide by the Regulations 
attached to this Treaty. The Articles relat- 
ing to trade contained in this Treaty and the 


Overland Trade Regulations attached thereto 
may be revised after a lapse of ten years from 
the date of the ratification; but if notice is 
not given within a period of six months 
before the expiration of the ten years, of the 
modifications desired, they will remain in 
force for a further period of ten years 
Russian merchants trading on the seaboard 
of China will abide by the regulations affect- 
ing other countries; and should it after- 
wards be found necessary to revise and mo- 
dify such regulations, negotiations will be 
entered into for that purpose between the 
two countries. 


Agr. XVI.—When the Russian overland 
trade becomes prosperous, the two contract- 
ing Powers will agree upon and fix a tariff of 
duties on goods exported from and imported 
into China, which will prove even still more 
satisfactory than the present tariff. Generally 
speaking, the duty on imports and exports 
will be fixed at the rate of five per cent ad 
valorem. Until the tariff of duties is fixed, 
the export duty on the various second class 
teas, which at present pay the same duty ag 
teas of the first class, will be reduced; and 
within one year after the ratification of this 
Treaty, the Tsung-li Yamén and the Russian 
Minister in Peking will jointly discuss and 
agree upon the duties to be paid on teas of 
all kinds. 


Ant. XVII. —As disputes have arisen with 
reference to the construction to be put upon 
Art. X. of the Treaty concluded at Peking in 
the year 1860, the meaning thereof is dise 
tinctly stated in this Article. The meaning 
of the words, “the cattle shall be'sought for 
and returned,” is that when cattle have 
been stolen and carried off, the cattle will, 
as soon as the robber is arrested, be 
sought for and returned; and should the 
cattle stolen not be found, the robber will 
have to pay their value as compensation. 
Should, however, the robber not have the 
means of making good the loss, the local au- 
thorities will not make it good on his be- 
half. The frontier authorities will in accord- 
ance with the laws of their respective coun 
tries punish severely robbers of cattle. They 
will also take measures for the pursuit and 
return of fugitive and stolen cattle; and des- 
criptions thereof shall be communicated by 
them to the soldiers on the frontier and to 
the headmen of the country round about. 


Agr. XVIII.—By the Treaty concluded at 
Aighoun on the 16th day of May, 1858, pere 
mission is given to Chinese and Russian 
subjects ou the Amoor, the Sangari, and the 
Usuri to trade with the people living on the 
banks of these rivers. As o clearer state- 
ment should be made as to how this may be 
carried out, the two Powers shall take the 
matter into consideration and decide there- 
upon. 

Agr. XIX.—The Articles of Treaties pree 
viously concluded between the two contract. 
ing Powors not affected by the present Treaty 
shall still remain in force. 


Agr. XX.—When assent has been given to 
this Treaty by the respective Powers, it shall 
be published for general information and 
obedience, and the ratifications thereof shall 
be exchanged at St. Petersburg in six months 
from the date of signature. 


This treaty is executed in duplicate in the 
Chineso, Russian, and French languages, and 
is signed and sealed by the Plenipotentiaries 
of the respective Powers. The three versions 
have been compared and found to have the 
same meaning; and in case of dispute the 
French version shall rule, 
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SEPARATE ARTICLE. 


By Art. VI. of the Treaty now con- 
cluded by the Plenipotentinries of the 
two Powers, China will complete in two 
years the payment to Russia of a sum 
of 9,000,000 roubles as an indemnity for the 
military expenditure incurred in holding and 
protecting Ili by Russinn troops on behalf of 
China, and in satisfaction of the claims of 
Russian subjects, and the Plenipotentiaries 
have agreed that this sum shall be paid in 
the following manner :— 


The said sum of 9,000,000 roubles, equi- 
valent to £1,431,664. 2s. sterling shall be 
cleared off by six instalments. At each pay- 
ment (and the expense of remitting need not 
be borne by China) China shall hand over to 
the Bank of Messrs. Baring Brothers (?) in 
the city of London the sum of £238,610.13.8 
sterling, one payment to be made every four 
months, the first and last payments to be 
made four months and two years respectively 
from the ratification of the ‘l'reaty. 

This separate Article differs in no respect 
from the terms of the Treaty now concluded, 
in witness whereof the respective Plenipoten- 
tiaries have hereunto set their hands and 
seals.—Shanghai Courier. 


THE SUPPLEMENTARY TREATY BE- 
TWEEN GERMANY AND CHINA. 


(N.-C. Daily News.) 


We publish below a copy of a translation 
of the supplementary treaty between Germany 
and China. 


H. M. the Emperor of Germany, King of Prussia, 
&c., in the name of the German Empire, and H.M. 
the Emperor of China, actuated by the desire to 
secure the better performance of the treaty of 
friendship, navigation and commerce, of the 2nd 
September, 1861, in fulfilment of the stipulation 
contained in the 41st clause of this treaty, by 
which the High Contracting German States shall, 
on the expiry of 10 years, have a right to demand 
@ revision of the treaty, have determined to con- 
clude a supplementary Convention to this treaty. 
For this purpose they have nominated as their 
Plenipotentiaries, viz :— 

HLM. the Emperor of Germany, King of Prussia, 
&c., his Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenpoten- 
tiary Minister to H.M. the Emperor of China, Max 
August Becipio von Brandt, 

H.M. the Emperor of China, the Ministers 
of the Tsung-li Yamén, the Secretary of State, 
Assistant Member of the Grand Socretariat and 
President of the Board of War, Shen Kue fen, and 


the Secretary. of State and President of the Board 
of Finance, Ching-lien. 


after having communicated their powcrs 
to each other and having found the same in good 
and due form, have agreed to the following 
Articles. 


Agricis I. 

Chinese Concession.—The ports of I-ch’ang in 
Hupeh, Wuhu in Anbui, Wénchow in Uhékiang. 
and Pakhoi in Kuang-tung and the landing - places 
Tatung and Anking in Anhui, Hukow in Kiangsi, 
Wusieh, Luchikow and Shashih in Hukuang being 
already opened, German vessels shall also further 
be permitted to stop for a while in the port of 
‘Woosung in the province of Kiangsu to embark or 
discharge merchandise. The necessary regulations 
for this purpose shall be prepared by the Taotai 
of Shanghai and other competent officials. 

German Concession.—In the case of concessions 
made by the Chinese Government to another 
Government with which special joint stipulations 
of execution are connected, Germany, while claim- 
ing theee concessions for itself and subjects. will 
also give its consent to the stipulations of execu- 
tion combined with them. Article 40 of the treaty 
of 2nd September, 1961, is not affected by this 
stipulation and is hereby expressly confirmed. If, 
by virtue of the same, subjects of the Empire 
claim privileges, immunities or advantages which 
may be granted by the Chinese Government to 
another Government, or to the subjects of any 
other nation, they shall also be subjected to the 
stipulations of execution connected with them. 


Agricie II. 


Chinese Concession.—German ships which have 
already paid tonnage dues in China shall be allowed 
to visit all the other open ports in China, as well 
as all non-Chinese ports without exception, with- 
out being required to pay tonnage dues again 
within the term of four months. German sailing 
vessels which lie longer than 14 days in one Chi- 
nese port shall only pay the half of the tariff rate 
of tonnage dues for the time beyond this period. 

German Concession.—The Chinese Government 
shall also have the right to appoint Consuls to all 
those places in Germany to which Consuls of 
other Bowers are admitted, and they shall enjoy 
the same rights and privileges as the Consuls of 
the most favoured nation. 

Aegricie III. 

Chinese Concession.—In all the open ports of 
China where it is considered desirable by the for- 
eign trading community and the local circum- 
stances appear to render it practicable, the Chinese 
Commissioner of Customs and the other officials 
concerned shall themselves take in hand the erec- 
tion of entrepots (bonded warehouses) and at the 
same time prepare the requisite regulations. 

German Concession.—German vessels visiting the 
open ports in China must hand in a manifest con- 
taining exact statements of the quality and quan- 
tity of the wares. Errors which may have crept 
in it, may be corrected within 24 hours (Sundays 
and holidays not included.) False statements of 
the quantity or quality of the wares shipped will | 
be punished by the confiscation of the wares con- 
cerned, and further by a money fine levied on the | 
Captain, which, however, may not exceed five! 
handred Taels. 

Agticie IV. 


Chinese Concession. — On native Chinese coal, 
which is exported by German merchants from the 

en ports, the export duty is hereby reduced to 
three (3) mace per ton; on coal exported from 
those ports where a lower duty is already establish- 
ed, this lower rate is still to subsist. 

German Concession.—When any one, not in pos- 
session of the prescribed certificate, shall pursue 
the trade of pilot for any kind of vessels, he shall 
be subject toa money fine, which may not exceed 
one hundred Taels for each caso. Regulations for 
the exercise of due control over sailors also be 
agreed to as speedily as possible. 

3 Argricie V. 

Chinese Concession.—German ships requiring re- 
pairs in consequence of damage sustained either in 
port or out of it shall not have to pay tonnage dues ; 
for the time—to be fixed by the Custom House— 
occupied for the repairs. 

German Concession.—Chinese-owned ships may 
not make use of the German flag. Neither may 
German ships make use of the Chinese flag. 


Agricte VI. 


Chinese Concession.—In the event of German ships 
which have become unseaworthy being broken up 
in an open port in China, their materials may be 
sold without import duty being levied on them. 
However, when the materials are to be landed, al 
“permit to discharge’ must first be obtained for 
them in the same way as takes place for wares. 

German Concession.—If German subjects, without ; 
being in possession of a pass issued by the Consul 
and stamped by the authorised Chinese official, 
betake themselves to the interior for pleasure 
journeys, the local officials are conceded the right 
to send them hack to the nearest German Con- 
sulate for the exercise of the necessary supervision 
over them. Offenders shall, besides, be subject to 
a fine to the extent of three hundred Taels. 


Agticte VII. 


Chinese Concession.—Materiala for German docks 
are duty free. A list of those articles which, by 
reason of this stipulation may be imported dut; 
free, is tobe prepared and published by the In- 
spector-General of Customs. 

German Concession. — Inland passes for wares of 
foreign origin issued to German subjects, as well 
as travelling passes issued to German subjects, 
shall be valid only for the period of thirteen Chin- 
ese months, counting from the day of issue. 


Agriote VIIL 
The settlement of questions concerning the 


{ 


| manifest, offence ( mistake ) 


Agricis IX. 


All the stipulations of the former treaty of the 
2nd September, 1861, which are not altered by this 
agreement, are hereby again confirmed, as both 
parties expressly declare. But with those articles 
which are affected by the ent agreement, the 
altered construction (wording) shall be considered 
as binding (ruling). 

Agricie X. 


The present supplementary Convention shall be 
ratified by the respective High Authorities, and 
the ratification protocols shall be within 
one year from the day of signature in Peking. 
The stipulations of this agreement come into 
operation on the day of exchange of ratifications. 

In witness whereof the Plenipotentiaries of the 
two High Contracting Parties to the above agree- 
ment have signed with their own hands and 
affixed their seals to four copies each in German 
and Chinese text, which have been compared and 
been found to agree with each other. 

Done in Peking the 31st day of March, in the 
year of Our Lord, 1880, corresponding with the 
31st day of the 2nd month of the 6th year 
Kuang 8i. 

(Signed) M. Vow Branpr. 


jigned) 8 Ki a 
Cee) "Caton Lame 


SET OF SPECIAL STIPULATIONS OF THE SUPPLEMEN- 
TARY CONVENTION. 


In the interest of greater distinctness and com- 
pleteness it has appeared desirable to complete 
the Supplementary Convention by a number of 
special stipulations. The following stipulations 
must be adhered to by the subjects of the two 
contracting parties in the same manner as the 
stipulations of the treaty itself. In witness where- 
of the Plenipotentiaries of both States have affixed 
their seals and signatures thereto. 

1.—In consequence of the newly granted privi- 
leges for the port of Woosang in the Kiangsu 
Province, it is there permitted to German ships to 
receive and to disc merchandise which is 
either intended for Shanghai or comes from Shang- 
hai. The Customs Taotai in Shanghai and the 
other competent officials shall, for this purpose, 
have the right to prepare regulations for the pre- 
vention of duty defraudation and improprieties 
(irregularities) of all kinds, which shall be bind- 
ing on the trading communities of both countries. 
German merchants are not allowed to build land- 
ing-places, mercantile houses or warehouses at the 
said place. 

3.—An attempt if entrepdte (bonded warehouses) 
can be established in the open porte of China shall 
shortly be made in Shanghai. For this purpose 
the Commiasioner of Customs at the said place and 
the Inspector-General of Costoms shall forthwith 

re) re; tions appropria’ C) circum- 
stances, wet the estalishment of this bonded ware- 
house shall then be taken in hand by the said Com- 
missioner of Customs and colleagues. 

38.—If any wares on board of a German vessel, 
for whose discharge a written permit of the Cus- 
tom House is requisite, are not entered on the 
of a false manifest 
shall thereby be held to be constituted, no matter 
if a certificate signed by the captain of the receipt 
on board of these wares is existent or not. 

4.—If ® German ship has become in want of 
repairs in consequence of damage sustained in one 
of the open ports in China, or out of the same, the 
time required for the repairs shall be taken into 
account for the term at the expiry of which tonnage 
dues have to be paid—should it ay , however, 
that only a pretence has been made and that the 
intention is to evade legal payments to Customs, 
the vessel in question shall be subjected toa money 
fine corresponding to double the amount of the 


Y | tonnage dues of which it was attempted to evade 


payment. 

6.—Vessels of all kinds belonging to Chinese 
subjects may not make use of the German flag. 
If, however, decided grounds for suspicion present 
themselves that this has taken place, the Chinese 
official concerned shall address an official communi- 
cation to the German Consul about it, and should 
it be proved, in the course of the enquiry instituted 
by him, that the vessel is, in fact, not justified in 


exercise uf justice in mixed cases, the tuxation of. 
foreign wares in the interior, the taxation of Chin- 
ese wares in the possession of foreign merchants in 
the interior, and the relations between foreign and 
Chinese officials is reserved for special negotia- 
tions, into which the respective Governments here- 
by declare themselves ready to enter. 


flying the German fiag, the veessel, az well as the 
wares on board, 9 far as they belong to Chinese 
merchants, shall at once be delivered to the 
Chinese officials for their farther disposal. Should 
it be shown that German subjects have 
knowledge of the circumstance, those partici- 


pating in the practice of this irregularity, 
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all the wares found in the vessel belonging to 
them, will become liable to confiscation, and they 
themselves to the legal ity. If a German 
vessel flies the Chinese in an unauthorised 
manner, in the event of its being proven on an 
enquiry conducted by the Chinese officials that the 
vessel is, in fact, not justified in flying the Chinese 
as the wares on 


i and punishment of the offen- 
ders. Should it be shown that German owners of 
wares have knowledge of the circumstance and have 
taken in the practice of this irregularity, the 
wares belonging to them found on board the vessel 
will collectively become liable to confiscation on 
the of the Chinese officials. Wares belonging 
to inese can at once be confiscated by the, 
Chinese officials. 


6.— If in one of the open ports in China, at the 
sale of the broken-up materials of a vessel which 
has become unseaworthy, an attempt is made to 
include (smuggle in) wares belonging to ita cargo, 
these wares be liable to confiscation; and 
further, a fine shall be levied corresponding to 
double the amount of the import duty which 
would otherwise have been levied. 

7.—If German subjecte with foreign wares go 
into the interior or undertake travels in the 
interior of the country, the or certificates 
issued to them shall be valid only for 13 Chinese 
months reckoned from the date of issue, and may 
not be used any more after the expiry of this 

iod. The expired 8 and certificates must 
returned for Tancellation to the Customs official 
within whose official district they were issued. 

Note.—If a pleasure journey is undertaken in 
such distant regions that a period of one year does 
not appear sufficient, this must be noted on the 
pass at the time it is issued, by reason of an e- 
ment between the Consul and the Chinese official. 

Should the return not be made, no pass will 

in be issued to the concerned until this is done. 
the pass be lost, no matter if it happens 
within the period, or after expiry of came, the 
concerned mast forthwith place on record a truth- 
ful statement about it with the nearest Chinese 
official The Chinese official concerned will 
then take further 8 concerning the invalida- 
tion of the pass. ould the statement put 
on record be shown to be untrue, if the transport 
wares is concerned, the wares shall be confiscat- 
bat if a journey is concerned, the traveller 
be taken to the nearest Consul and be hand- 
er to him for punishment. 

ials for German docks enjoy the pri- 
duty free importation into open ports 
far as they are actually to be applied to 
veesels. The Customs official 
it to convince himself of the manner 
materials are made use of 
officials sent to the dock for that 
case of the new building of a 
be calculated on the materials 
far as these are included by name 
or tariff, at the tariff 
those t not included in the 
5°/, ad& valorem, and the merchant 

be held bound to pay this duty 
subsequently to the Custom House. ver 
desires to build a dock must obtain  cost-free con- 
certificate and sign a written obligation, 

whose contents any wording are to be settled in 
appropriate form by the Customs office concerned. 
9.—Article 29 of the Treaty of 2nd September, 
1861, shall have application to the monetary fines 
settled by the mt Supplementary Convention, 

Done in Peking, the 3lst March in the year of 
our Lord, 1880, corresponding with the 2ist day 
of the 2nd Moon of the 6th year Kuang Si. 


(Signed) M. von Branpr. 
Signed) Suan Koun-ran. 
( ) 
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LETTER FROM THE SUB-READER 
OHANG OHIH-T’UNG TO THE GRAND 
SEORETARY LI BUNG-OHANG. 


You have served the State during the 
reigns of four Emperors, you have taken 
per in secret Councils, your official career 

been long, and you have been favoured 
and exalted. When yon have been accorded 
audiences with the two Empresses and the 


Emperor, your words have been listened to 
and your counsels have been adopted. It is 
your duty, therefore, to show your loyalty by 
your exertions. 

Military affairs and the condition of the 
Empire are two subjects that may be here 
referred to. Althongh it is many years since 
you became a Minister of State, I have not 
yet heard, as might’ have been expected, of 
your having “ cleared and cleansed” the Im- 
perial mind, as it is called, or of your having 
laid before their Majesties any admirable ad- 
ministrative measures. Perhaps it is that you 
have been willing to give in to the Imperial 
will, so that you might render your position 
seoure and preserve your wife and children. 
If this is so, you have not fulfilled the ex- 
pectations of the literati and people. In the 
time of Hien Feng you had not yet become 
a Minister, and you did not dare to exceed 
your duty by putting forward your plans. 
Bat now that you are Senior Grand Secre- 
tary dire famine rages in the various pro- 
vinces, and when steps are taken to remit 
the land tax and adopt relief measures, the 
Imperial clemency does not fall upon the 
people, but serves to glut the lower officials. 
The Magistrates, instead of controlling and 
cherishing the people, exact more than is 
due, and are even worse in this respect than 
in former times. They fleece the people to 
make presents to their superiors, and thereby 
gain appointments to lucrative posts. The 
granaries and treasuries are empty whilst 
the pockets of the officials swell out. Papers 
relating to lawsuita are piled up in the 
Yamens, and the cruel underlings dis- 
obey the laws: they are like robbers 
in their treatment of the people. The 
army is not kept up to its proper comple- 
ment, and our armaments are defec ‘7e. Our 
niilitary reviews are mere theatrica’ displays, 
and eqoestrian archery is a failure. The 
arrangements with regard to acting appoint- 
ments are such that an officer never remains 
long at one post, and his underlings are sent 
to rob and pillage the people. A rich upper- 
class does not exist, and ninety per cent. of 
the families are poor; does not all this neod 
to be ag ete ? How is it then that you are 
silent. But you may still shuffle the respon- 
sibility on others and say that this is not 
owing to the shortcomings of the Ministers, 
but the fault of Vicero Governors, Pro- 
vincial Treasurers, and Judges. Was it not in 
times gone by the daty of the Minister equally 
to assist the Son of Heaven, to regulate the 
Yin and the Yang, and the succession of the 
four seasons, to keep the four borders of China 
in subjection, to cherish the people, to put for- 
ward the honourable and good, and reject 
the degenerate P Of other matters they had 
no knowledge. But as far as these latter 
duties are concerned, you have much to be 
ashamed of. In recent years the North Weat 
provinces have repeatedly been visited by 
drought, and the South East provinces have 
frequently suffered from floods; thunder 
storms have taken place in winter and 
continuous rains have destroyed the crops 
in Spring; the price of rice has gone up 
day by day, and the people have had neither 
food nor clothing. Old and young have 
left their homes and disappeared, disgusted 
with their wrongs and mourning their mis- 
fortunes, and a rebellious spirit has gradual- 
ly sprang up in their breasts. How, then, can 
it be said that the Yin and the Yang have 
been regulated, or can we speak of the pro- 
per succession of the four seasons? This is 
one of your shortcomings. 

The foreign barbarians have infested our 
country, and robbed us of our frontiers, they 


have slaughtered and massacred our people, 
and they regret that they have not extermi- 
,nated them, Worthless statesmen havo receiv- 
,ed beautiful women at their hand and fallen in- 
to their snare. Thus wasanamicablesettlement 
secured. At this time you did not proclaim 
their guilt and bring them to punishment, nor 
did you state that the barbarians were iusult- 
ing China, and that the Government ought not 
to give in to them. You merely followed the 
opinions of others and took your case for a 
day, thereby proclaiming our weakness and 
bungling the affairs of the Empire. What can 
be worse than this ? Is this the way in which 
our borders are kept in subjection, and the 
people are cherished P This is your second 
shortcoming. Of the High Aathorities who 
can bind the hearts of the people together, 
and who are intimately acquainted with the 
arts of war, who can compare with Tso, Chiu, 
Tséng, and Liu? Of those who can cope with 
the unscrupnlous. and strike terror into 
villains and robbers, who can compare with 
Ting, Teéng, and the two Tan? They are 
eminent statesmen and skilful generals. If 
you were in accord with them, success 
would be the result and safety from the 
difficulties of the times. How is it that 
you differ from them in everything and 
prove an obstacle to affairs of moment 
whereby the efforta of many men are lest 
on the very eve of success? This is not for 
the benefit of the State. How, then, can 
you find pleasure in your present course of 
action? That worthless statesman Chun, 

How was of an avaricious disposition be | 
possessed of little ability. You were as- 
sociated with him in public affairs for a 
number of years, and yon ought to know his 
character well. Why did you allow him to be 
sent amongst the foreign barbarians as an 
Imperial Ambassador P Now, not only 
has he disgraced bis name, but he has 
bronght insult upon the Empire. Not only 
have we become the jnaghing stock of 
these rebel barbarians, but we have caused 
all foreign countries to look down upon 
China, If you had opposed the appointment 


of Chung How and insisted on his not being 
sent as Ambassador, we should not have been 
in the ition in which we are placed to- 
day. this, then, putting forward the 


honourable and good and rejecting tho 
degenerate? This is your third yer 
coming. With regard to these short- 
comings, a8 your own conscience, for you 
cannot rid yourself of these faults, and Iam 


unable to hide them from you. And why P 
As the influence in the Grand Secretariat 


rests chiefly with the Manchu Members, you 
may be likened to a wifo with two mothers« 
in-law in the house. Those who wish to 
prove their loyalty should not spare them- 
selves, and in every matter whether im: nt 
or unimportant you ought yourself to take 
apart. ‘How can he be used as a guide 
to a blind man who does not support him 
when tottering, nor raise him up when 
fallen? When the virtuous are made 
ralers and their plans are not approved, 
they ought to protest, and if their protest 
is of no avail, they ought to resign. When 
ou were in the Hapn-lin college, it cannot 
said that you had no reputation. From 

a noble you became a Grand Secretary, 
and it cannot be said that yon had no 
position; you are over sixty years of age, 
and it cannot be said you are not ageing 
As ‘at the present time you neither act nor 
advise, what are you waiting forP Your 
Tee for the Empire are plans for yourself. 
you wish the people to be contented and 
obedient; it would be well for yon to direot the 


28 THE JAPAN GAZETTE. 


district and other magistrates to lessen the 
amount of the land-tax and thoreby lower the 
price of rice. Dismiss avaricious subordinates 
and raise up the virtuous and the honest, who 
will spare and cherish the people and allow 
them to flourish. This would bring content- 
ment to the Empire itself. If you do not wish 
the barbarians to cross our borders, assist and 
be in accord with their Excellencies Tso, Chan, 
and the others. Let them deal with the affairs 
of rebel barbarians. Fix no time for war; let 
them annoy us; do not traduce and alienate 
them ; bnt adopt suitable measures for fight- 
ing them. Select tried and seasoned soldiers, 
concentrate them at the important points, and 
hold them in readiness. This is the way to 
bring about the expulsion of the foreigners. 
Do you with sincerity point out such things 
carefully to the two Empresses Dowager 
and to the Emperor? and if their Majesties 
listen and give their assent happiness will be 
the lot of the Empire. If not, pray their 
Majesties to allow you to go to your native 
place and there spend the remainder of 
your days in retirement. Wonld not your 
name still find a place in the Imperial Re- 
cords? If you do not take my advice, I fear 
that in the fature you will not be able to 
escape the reputation of having committed a 
great crime. It is because I am on intimate 
terms with your eldest son that I dare to 
send you this paltry communication, which I 
trast you will read with care.—Shanghai 
Courter Translation. 


Haw Reports. - 


In H. B, M.’s Court ror Japan. 


Before R. T. Renniz, Esq., Judge. 


Appeal from the decision given by H. B. M. 
Consul at Hakodate in the ease of 
J. Henson v. A. P. Porter. 


Monday, June 27th, 1881. 


The appeal was made on the following 
grounds. 

1st.—That the judgment in the above 
cause of H. B. M. Court at Hakodate dated 
April 14th is against the weight of evidence. 

2Qnd.—That the court took evidence after 
the case was closed, and each party had 


summed up. 

8rd.—That the court andauly assisted the 
defendant. 

A4th.—That the oourt stated that it did not 
understand book-keeping. 

The plaintiffs therefore petitioned. 

1st.—That the sum of 658.71 as allowed 
by the lower court be allowed to stand. 

2nd.—That the reat of the judgement be 
varied or reversed. 

3rd.—That the plaintiffs may have such 
farther or other relief as the nature of the 
ease may require. 

Mr. Litchfield appeared for the appellant, 
and Mr. Kirkwook for the defendant. 

Mr. Litchfield read the above appeal and 
& very lengthy answer filed by the defendant, 
in which he dealt with the accounts and 
supported the judgement. 

r. Litchfield afterwards read the original 

peal and answer in this case, and then 
the jedgement against which the plaintiff 
sppesled, the gist of which is, that the plain- 
tiff snes for the recovery of a sum of $658.71 
being the balance of certain monies ad- 
vanced by him to the defendent. Defond- 
ant acknowledges baving received the sums 


as set forth, but puts forward an agree- 
ment entered into on the 16th of Febroary 
1880 by which it was agreed that in conside- 
ration of Captain Porter allowing the use of 
lots 2, 4, and 6, and the buildings thereon, 
John Henson agrees to pay Captain Porter 
ove half of the net proceeds of the firm’s 
business on certain terms. On the termina- 
tion of the agreement, defendant asked that 
the whole of the firm’s accounts be gone 
through for the period of the agreement in 
order to ascertain what sums, if any, were 
due to him, and stated his belief that certain 
sums would be found due tohim. He dis- 
puted certain items being entered agninst 
him, and even deducting these items, if the 
court upheld his claim, he claimed it would 
be found that he was a creditor and not a 
debtor. 

The books of the firm were produced in 
court, and defend:nt objected to the item of 
$2,628.80 under the heading of ‘“ Honse 
Account” being placed to the debit of the 
Profit and Loss, and claimed that this 
sum be written back and one half paid 
to him as there was no agreement that the 
mess expenses over which there was no 
possible check, should be charged against 
the firm’s business of which he was to receive 
one half the profits. He also claimed a 
share of certain other accounts, and further 
pointed ont, that all the accounts being kept 
in yen and dollars indiscriminately, it would 
be impossible to understand them without 
careful inspection. 


After going over the account books care- 
folly, the court found that the latter state- 
ment was true and that the accounts bad 
been kept indiscriminately in yen and 
dollars, and the court found it would be 
impossible to arrive at a minutely correct 
estiminate of the business, on account of the 
fluctuations of the kinsatsu, without making 
out a fresh set of books. 

The accounts furnished by plaintiff were 
therefore taken as a basis. 

The defendant’s contention as to the 
writing back of the “ House account” to the 
credit of “ Profit and Loss” was upheld by 
the court, less certain allowances chargeable 
to trade expenses, such as wages of banto, 
boatman, and office boy, amounting to 
872 yen, also an allowance for the enter- 
tainment of business visitors and sundries, 
equal to yen 300, say total account 2,628.88 
less allowances as abdve, amounting to 672 
equal 1,956.88 to be carried to the credit of 
Profit and Loss, 

The plaintiff was requested during the 
hearing to point ont any allowances charge- 
able to trade expenses, ie declined to do so 
and the court does not hold itself responsible 
for any omissions. 

Commission accounts:—The court found 
a sum of $24 had been debited to this account 
for four cases of brandy as samples, while 
only one case had been sold out of a consign- 
ment of 199 cases, and no commissions re- 
ceived, this amount cannot be allowed and 
together with a sum of $3.50 for inoving 
said brandy, must be written back. 

Jobn Henson's account :—The court found 
that a sum of $329.76 is carried to the credit 
of profit and loss, and to the debit of John 
Henson’s account. 

General charges :—To the debit of this ac- 
count there appears a sum of $100 for coal 
bags and shovels; as these goods aro still on 
hand the sum of $50 is carried to the credit 
of profit and loss, the balance of $50 being 
allowed for depreciation. 

Property account.—The conrt found a sum 
of 4972.22 debited to this account, a number 


of entries being found to consist of rents, 
repairs to buildings, and coalsheds. In the 
agreement before mentioned, clause 1 states 
that the ground rent was to be paid by the 
firm in Captain Porter’s name, and clause 8 
says that repairs and additions to buildings 
on the lots to be at the expense of the firm 
or Chinese, and again in clause 6 the 
agreement reads “any additional buildings 
or permanent improvement made by the 
firm shall at the expiry of the agreement be 
taken over by Captain Porter at a valuation.” 
And therefore the repairs, which were ordi- 
nary landlord’s repairs, were to. be debited 
to the firm, and several entries taken from 
the cash book and ledger amounting to 
1,198.75 said items being made up of small 
repairs done to the buildings and ground in 
question, are wrongly entered to the debit of 
property account, and should form charges 
on the general trade expenses of the firm. 
This sum is therefore written back and debit- 
ed to the profit and loss account. 

Interest and Exchange.—Under this head 
there appears a credit balance of 5,101.28. This 
sum according to plaintiffs’ showing is requir- 
ed to couvert the yen balance of 11,321.61 into 
dollars; at the rate of 182 percent. Evi- 
dence showed that the ruling rate of exchange 
was rather steady at 178 during that period 
and the court therefore carries the difference 
$139.78 to the credit of profit and loss. Lastly 
court finds an amount of $127.39 to the 
credit of profit and loss, half of which sum 
hes not been credited to defendant in the 
account current with the petition. ~ 


Maid Marion commission —Commission of 
this shipment is claimed by defendant on the 

ounds that the permission to the Custom 

ouse being applied for on the 15th of 
February the commission was virtually earned 
before the expiry of the agreement, half of 
which should therefore come to him. Plaintiff 
admits the correctness of the date of applica- 
tion, and the court therefore decides that 
one-half of the commission is due to the de- 
fendant. Court therefore finds that $1,233.54 
is due to the defendant as well as the ship- 
ment per Maid Marion not entered in the 
books. 

As therefore a greater aum than the one 
sued for is due to the defendant, the plain- 
tiff’s petition must be dismissed with coste of 
court, 

Mr. Litchfield said the appeal was made 
on the ground that the decision of the court 
below was wrong in law, in allowing an 
unliquidated claim to be admitted as a set 
off. He then called the attention of the 
oy toa portion of the evidence which he 
read. 

His Honour said he understood the appeal 
was only against a wrong judgement and 
also certain irregularities in the court’s 
procedure, and not against the figures of the 
accounts, 

After some discussion, Mr. Litchfield 
said he wished paragraphs 3 and 4 of the 
appeal to be struck out, and the follow- 


ing substituted :—That the decision of the — 


court below is wrong in law, in that it ad- 
mitted the accounts between the parties and 
the evidence thereof to be received under tho 
state of the pleadings in the court below ; 
and that it had dealt with those accounts as 
@ subject for set-off. 

Mr. Litchfield argued that the court below 
was in error in that the defendants chim 
being uncertain in its nature, and requiring 
investigation before the amount of it could 
be ascertained, was not a proper subject for 
asot-off. Tho court below in settling the 
issue had” taken upon itself to treat the 


~ 
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matter as a set off. Now rule 53 of this 
court, recognizes a common law set-off as 
i cag a from equitable set-off; and 
rovides for the dealing with a claim put 
forward by @ defendant in the natare of an 
equitable set-off. The court in this case has 
chosen to this claim as a common 
law set-of and in that respect is therefore in 
error. 

The only excuse for the court below enter- 
taining the question of accounts between the 
parties, under the agreement put in by the 
defendant, would be to enable it to come to a 
decision upon the whole matter of dispute 
between all parties. This the court bas not 
done. It has dismissed plaintiff's claim. It 
professes to find that a certain amount is due 
to the defendant, it has taken no heed of 
Paragraph 6 of the agreement in question, 
and in dealing with the accounts, under the 
heading of property account the court states 
that it leaves out of thequestion for the present 
a certain sum of $182. This sum as appears 
from the entries, is money paid by the plaintiff 
for the private account of the defendant, and if 
thecourt was arriving ata settlement of all dis- 
putes among the parties, should have been cre- 
dited to the plaintiff, against defendant. 

Mr._Kirkwood objected to the amendement 
on the grounds that if it was allowed it 
should be shown that exception is taken to 
the evidence taken in the court below, but 
the amendement was allowed by his Honour. 

A long discussion ensued as to how and 
how far the accounts should be gone in 
dealing with tho case. 

Mr. Kirkwood asked for an adjourment of 
a few days as he was not prepared to meet 
all the points raised by Mr. Litchfield. He 
thought the judgement of the court below 
ought to the gone through paragraph by 
paragraph. 

This was granted, and the court adjourned 
will Wednesday the 29th, at 1.30 p.m. 


Wednesday, June 29th, 1881. 


The magner in which the case should be 
gone into was discussed, and also some other 
points. 

Mr. Kirkwood said the defendant was 
wrong in not filing a counter-claim, but, 
as the judgment showed, he was the only one 
who saffered by it; and if the counter-claim 
had been made, the plaintiff would have lost. 
It was therefore strange the plaintiff should 
file this appeal. 

Mr. Litchfield said the court was wrong iu 
taking only that part of the agreement which 
was favourable to the defendant. If the 
court had also considered the other part it 
would have found the plaintiff was the credi- 
tor, as he claimed. 

Mr. Kirkwood said as there was so little 
evidence taken in the court below on the 
accounts at the hearing of the case, it would 
be_ nearly impossible to reverse its judgment. 

His Honour said he understood the defen- 
dant rested his defence on the agreement, 
and it had not been impugned by Mr. Litch- 
field. 

Mr. Kirkwood read the first part of the 
judgment and said he thought it would not 
be necessary to go into the books. 

His Honour said the court conld not go 
into figures. 

Mr. Kirkwood pointed out the impor- 
tance of the part of the judgment which 
states that the accounts put in by plain- 
tiff were taken as a basis. In the ‘ Honse 
Account” the court would find that mess 
expenses of the plaintiff had not been al- 
lowed, which the court would doubtlessly 


find was only fair. It could have been asked,| Mr. Kirkwood said that as the plaintiff 
if plaintiff's mess expenses were to be allow- | had refused to give any information on the 
ed, why should not the defendant’s be?|‘ House” or “Property” accounts, and as 
And the latter had not claimed his. The} he was es ony one meee piles these, he 
court below had allowed a very liberal| must take the responsibility of any error in 
amount for the entertainment of business | figures. 
visitors, which ach always a teoatel expense] Mr. Litchfield argued that the court be- 
in dealing with Japanese. The next im-|/jow was wrong in dismissing the claim on 
portant point of the judgment states that! tho ground that the plaintiff was indebted to 
the court had been left quite alone in making} defendant to a sum groator or less. How 
out the “ House Account” and the others,| could the court arrive at such a result when 
the plaintiff refusing to give any aid, in| it did not go into all the acoonnts? It must 
proof of which Mr. Kirkwood read the portion appear to the court that the judgment was 
of the lower court’s proceedings in which|in favour of the defendant, in that the court 
the pees recess rae He ix ny had not taken nee of the hee at of he 
assistance in the matter. Mr. Kirkwood ci ment, and ha iven judgment on the 
in upholding the sedement on are Honse sae whan was fronts the defen- 
Account” Lindsey Vol. I. Page as to/dant. If it bad examined the whole of the 
the usual allowance for the expenses of part- agreement it wonld have been found that thi 
ners of firms. plaintiff was the creditor. é 
His Honour said it was quite clear that} His Honour said it was open to the plain- 
partners were uot entitled to their mess ex-| tiff to have asked the court below for an 
Peet tchfield said that th ta pst ga He nay Ceccupraea nce 
t. Litchfield said that they were certain-|out his acconnts m Bars a 
ly not entitled by law, but the question in ie are had ae - Aces Spina: tried 
the present case was, whether the plaintiff | to snatch a verdict from the court below. — 
and defendant could be considered as part-| Mr. Litchfield asked whether the plain- 
ners ? tiff was to be kept out of sued ge a 
i i sum of money which he had paid for 
qin Hlouoet sail Sie coers (Below: 7608 | 6 sank’ bacanas ha (plaiadiley tied Go bad 
quite right in only allowing trade expenses | © . A 
: +4:.|time to make out his accounts by a certain 
to be charged, and it was right in writing pecs 
back the mess expenses day. The question is whether the court was 


we right in considering the plaintiff and defen- 
Mr. Kirkwood read the commision ac- edna partners. tn fact | the defendant had 
counts. He though the court was right in 


: aes only let his houses to the plaintiff on certain 
not allowing the plaintif® to charge for four| terms. All the improvements, repairs &. 
casos of brandy said to be used as samples | made to the premises have been made by 
when the consignment of which these were | the ‘plaintiff, and all the work done by the 
samples, had not yet been sold, and on which | frm was done by the plaintiff. And yet the 
the plaintiff only would reap a profit. John! conrt finds that $80 per month could only be 


Henson’s account was also of some impor-| gongidered as having been expended for or- 
tance in showing the intention of plaintiff. dinary landlord’s repairs. : 


_ Mr. Litchfield said there was an explana-| yr, Kirkwood said the jadgment stated 
tion to this account. that the repairs only were ordinary landlord’s 

The “ General Charges” and “ Property ”’| repaira, but not the additions. 
accounts were next read. His Honour asked how plaintiff's case 

Mr. Kirkwood said the items mentioned in| would stand if the “ Property Account” 
the last account for work done to a lot since | were left out of the question. 
sold had been left out of the judgment. Mr. Litchfield said a balance in plain- 

Mr. Litchfield said the sums in question| tiffs fayour would still be found. Plain- 
had been paid by the plaintiff for the defend- | sige may not have placed some sums 
ant, and ought to have been placed to the|t9 defendant’s credit, bat that was by 
former's credit, but had been entirely left! mistake. If the judgment of the court below 
out. . _|be upheld, the plaintiff would be excluded 

Mr. Kirkwood held that the reasons given | from giving evidence as to whether or not 
by the court below, were quite sufficient to| the amounts now allowed by the court were 
support the judgment on the property ac-| rightly or wrongly taken to be res judicator. 
count. ‘ 3 The judgment affecting the account between 

His Honour said Mr. Litchfield did not] the parties as well as the $658 claimed by 
object to the exchange account. plaintiff. 

Mr. Kirkwood said the defendant laid claim 
to the half of yen 11,321.61 which was repre- 
sented as being the gross earnings of the firm. 
The plaintiff explained that this sam was only 
& fictitious amount, to sid in balancing the 
other accounts. In the Interest and Exchange . : ; . 
account the court had allowed plaintiff 2°/,) Judgment in this case was to-day given 
to make up for any difforence there might | #gainst the appellant with costs. 
have existed botween the rates of kinsateu| In the judgment, his Honour dwelt on the 
ruling in the Yokohama bourse and that at|conduct of the plaintiff in the court below, 
Hakodate. which his Hononr considered to have beon 

Mr. Kirkwood then finished reading the| disrespectful, in as much as lie refused to pro- 
judgment. duce accounts when requested to doso. If the 

is Honour said he had no doubt that the| plaintiff suffered by the judgment of the 
“ House Account” was correct in principle, | court below it was in a great measure his 
and he thought the court was right in writ-|own fanlt, and the court below might have 
ing back the “ Mess Account” and allowing | treated the case more summarily than it did. 
certain sums for business expenses. Of | His Honour did not agree with the appellant’s 
course he conld not say whether the sums | counsel as to the set-off ; the court’s rules of 
were actually correct or rot. The “ Property| procedure 53 and 55 relating to set-off and 
Account” was a little more difficult to deal | counter-claims, being permissive and not 
with, mandatory. 


Saturday, July 2nd, 1881. 
JUDGMENT. 
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‘ Tuesday, June 28th, 1881. 
Yexomoro Yososet vs. Cartamn or THE Ordovic. 


Plaintiff asked for another adjournment as 
his most important witness had not come 
back in the vessel. 

Mr. Litchfield said he had made enquiries 
about the vessel plaintiff said his witness 
was in, and found it was on the north-west 
ooast, and would not return for some three 
months, 

Plaintiff when asked how long he wished 
the case to be adjourned said till his witness. 
His bonour finall ed it till Wed 

is honour t it til je8- 
day 18th July at sey ais 


A comet bas made its appearance in our 
skies, and has been seen by several persons 
on land as well as from ships. A gentleman 
who saw it on Saturday morning gives us 
the following description :— I saw the comet 
at 4.a.m., about ten or twelve degrees above 
the horizon, to the north-east, and it appear- 
ed to be travelling in a north-easterly direc- 
tion. The nucleus was x than a star 
of the first magnitude, but not so brilliant, 
being of 8 dull orange colour; the tail was 
short and broad, the whole having the ap- 
pearance of a.very bright star thinly veiled 
in mist. The sky at the time was very 
bright and clear, and the comet remained 
visible until daylight, when it was lost to 
view. It was again visible this (Sunday) 
morning at 4.15 am. for a few minutes. 
Ite position was, however, more to the north 
than yesterday (27th ultimo), being about 
north-east by north ; neither could it be seen 
so well, as it was hidden by a large bank of 
clouds and was only visible from time to time 
as they broke up. It finally disappeared at 
4.50, hidden by ® mass of black cloud.”— 
Hongkong Daily Press. 


; Shigging. . 
ARRIVALS. 


June 25, Jap. str. Kekonoye-Maru, Dithlefeen, 1,133, 
from Hakodate, Mails and General, to M. B. 8. S. 


Co. 

June 28, Brit. str. Sarpedon, J. Rea, 1,592, from 
Lends via Hongkong, General, to Butterfield & 

wire. 

June 30, Jap. str. Tokio-Maru, Swain, 2,119, from 
pes and ports, Mails and General, to M. B. 

June 30, Ger. barq. Marie, Clausen, 461, from 
Antwerp, Dec. 7th, via Dover, Feb. 12th, General, 
to Carl Rohde. 

June 30, Brit. barq. Philip Neleon, Furze, 624, from 
Antwerp, Nov. 9th, General, to Wilkin & Robison 

July 1, Brit. ship Frank Carvill, Chapman, 1,486, 
on Cardiff, Jau. 31st, 2,236 tons Coals, to M. M. 


July 1, Brit. barq. E. M. Young, MoMichen, 346, 
from Nagasaki, Coals, to Jobn Middleton, 

July 2, H. B. M. de toh vessel Vigilant, 60 men, 
2guns, 1,815 H.P., Licut.-Comd. Chas. Lindsay, 

i the flag of Vice-Admiral Willos, 0. B., 

from Kobe. 

Jaly 2, Jap. str. Wakanoura-Maru, Christensen, 
q sig Soa Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. 

Juiy 2, Brit. str. Sunda, Reeves, 1,704, from Hong- 
meng woe Nuznea Mails and General, to P. & 

} Co, 

July 2, Ger. schr. Auguste Reimers, Thomsen, 245, 
from Takao, June 18th, Sugar, to Chinese. 

July 2, Brit. barq. Zodiac, Baike, 376, from Takao, 
June 20th, Sugar, to E. B. Watson. 

July 4, Brit, str. Belgic, Davison, 2,627, from San 

‘rancisoo, Mails and General, to O. & O. Co. 

July 4, Brit. str. Venice, Beard, 1,667, from Kobe, 
‘Tea and General, to Jardine, Matheson & Co. 

July 4, Jap. str. Zokai-Maru, Hogg, 1,042, from 
Kobe, M: nd General, to M. B. S. 8. Co. 

July 5, Am, frigate Richmond, Capt, Benham, 2,009, 

, begun, 600 HP, from Kobe, 


July 5, Am. str. Ottg of Fokio, Cobb, 5,050, from 
Hongkong, Mails and General to P. M. Co. 

July 5, Jap. str. Kokonoye-Maru, Dithlefsen, 1,133, 
from Hakodatc, Maile and General, to M. B. 8. 8. 


Co. 
Taly 6, Jap. str. Ntigata-Maru, Wynn, !,608, from 
Hongkong via Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. 


July 7, Jap. str. Nagoya-Maru, Walker, 1,914, from 
Shanghai and ports, Mails and General, to M. B. 
8. 8. Co. 

July 8, Jap. str. Tukachtho-Maru, Nye, 1,406, from 
the North, Mails and General, to M. B. 8. 8. Co. 


DEPARTURES. 


June 25, Brit. str. Oceamc, Metcalfe, 8,700, for San 
Branco » Mails and General, despatched by O. 
& O. Co. 

June 26, Jap. str. Takasago-Maru, Young, 1,230, for 
Hougkong via Kobe, Mails and General, despatch- 
ed by M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

Jane 25, Brit. str. Malacca, Weighell, 1,709, for 
Hongkong via Nagasaki, Mail- and General, des- 
patched by P. & 0. Co. 

June 27, Am, ship, Paul Revere, J. Mullin, 1,560, 
for K-be, Kerosene and General, despatched by 
C. & J. Trading Co. ? 

Jane 27, Jap. barq. Tathei-Maru, Black, 492, for 
Nagasaki, Ballast, despatched by M. B.S. 8. Uo. 
June 27, Russ. corvette Asia, Capt. Anasoff, 2 500 

tons, !1-gunr, 230. men, for San Francisco. 

Jane 27, Jap. str. Tsuruga-Maru, Steadman, 61, 
for Kobe, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. 
8. 8. Co. 

June 28, French gun-boxt Adonis, Capt. Caillard, 
4-guns, 137 tons, for Hakodate, 

Juno 28, French corvette Themis, Capt. Algnier, 
3,800 tons, 18-guns, 800 H.P., for Hakoda‘e. 

June 28, Jap. str. Tokai-Maru, Hogg, 1,042, for 
Kobe, Mails aod General, despatched by if. B. 
8. 8. Co. 

June 28, Jap. str. Kokonoye-Maru, Dithlefsen, 1,132, 
for Hakndate, Mails and General, despatched by 
M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

June 29, Jap. str. Hiroshima-Maru, Haswell, 1,870, 
for Shangbai and ports, Mails and General, des- 
patched by M. B. 8, S. Co. 

Jane 30, Ger. b»rquentine Hecht, Ploetz, 858, for 
Newchwang, Ballast, despatched by Chinese. 

July 8, Freh. str. Menzaleh, Homery, 1,273, for 
Hongkong, Mails and General, despatched by 
M. M. Co. 

July 4, Brit. str. Sarpedon, Rea, 1,592, for Kobe, 
General, despatched by Butterfield & Swire. 

July 4, Jap. str. Wakanoura-Maru, Christensen, 
1,800, for Kobe, Mails and General, despatched 
by M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

July 4, Jap. str. Suminoye-Maru, Frahm, 863, for 
Hakodate, Mails and General, despatched by M. 
B. 8. 8. Co. 

July 4, Brit. barq. Malacca, Hay, 693, for Kobe, 
General, despatched by M. Raspe. 

July 4, Jap. str. Toyoshima-Maru, Hubbard, 598, 
for Shanghai, Ballast, despatched by M. B. 8. 8. 
Co. 


July 5, Brit. str. Belgic, Davison 2,627, for Hong- 
kong, Mails and General, despatche! by O. & O. 
Co. 

July 6, Jap. str. Tokio-Maru, Swain, 2,119, for 
Sbaughsi and ports, Mails and General, des- 
patched by M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

July 8, Ger. schr, Balthasar, Fulda, 275, for Hako- 
date, Coals, despatched by P. Bohm. 


PASSENGERS. 


Per Jap. atr. Kokonoye-Moru, from Hakodate :— 
8 Sisters of Meroy (#rench) Capt. Miller, Capt. 
Trask ; and 60 Jupanese in steerage. 

Per Brit. atr. Oceanse, for Sun Francisco :—Messrs. 
Henry Saltan, Chas. Cromio, Win. White, Two 
Master Walker, Revd. and Mrs. J. H. Pyke, 2 
children and infant, Revd. and Mrs. Wm. G. Butler, 
child and infant, Mr. Carl Schintzler, Master Wilson, 
Miss N. M. Youngman, Mr. Wm. Barr, Mr. Wm. 
Moore, Mr. Angas, Mies E. G, Eddy, Mr. A. C. 
Watts, Mr. Arthur W. Thomson, Mr. S. Simura, 
Prof. T. ©. Mendenhall, wife and child, General 
E. W. Donovan and wife, Captain E. Barton, Messrs. 
D. Gillies, A. L. Young, and Geo, Auatio, Mrs. Warrie, 
Maid in cabin; 7 Europeans and 1103 Chinese in 
steerage. For Liverpool: General and Mrs. Warre, 
Messrs. C. E. Dent and John A. Barsdio. For 
Paris: Capt. Novossilsly. 

Per Jap. str. Takasago-Maru, for Hongkong via 
Kobe :—Major Taylor, Mrs. Fitzgerald, and 2 
children, Messrs: E. 0. Kirby, J. A. Massue, F. von 
Fischer, C. H. Haswell, E. ih Fenelogsa, H, M. Paul, 
UL. P. Trudel, W, Cunlige and Capt, Bayly in oab'n. 


Per Brit. str, Malacca, for vis \ 
saki:—Mr. F, W. Molland. in pera 8 one 
and 1 European in steerage. 

Per Jap. str. Kokonoye-Maru, for Hakodate :— 
Mrs. Ridderbjelke, Mrs. Draper and infant, Miss 
Vale, and 1 Japanese in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Hiroshima-Maru, for Sharghai . 
| eres Ww. Meozregor, Mr. R, M. Davison, Mr. 

. 8. Fobes, and $2 Japanese in cabin. 

Per Jp. str. Tokio-Maru, from Shanghai and 
ports:—Mr, and Mrs. Tyng, and ohild, Mra. 
Beukema and 2 children, Dr. Guliok, Messrs. Blaok- 
wore, Orley, Nutter, Kostilof, and 16 Japanese in 
cabin; 1 European, 4 Chinese and 860 Japanese in 
steerage. For San Francisco: Rev. Du Base, wife 
and 8 children, Mr. Olarovsky and son in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Wakanoura-Maru, from Kobe :—50 
Japanese in steerage. 

Per Brit. str. Sunda, from Hongkong via Naga- 
saki :—Mr. Raimond Layard in cabin; and 18 Chi- 
nese on deck. 

Per Froh. str. Menszaleh. for Hong —Mr. and 
Mrs. A. Leland, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Grey, Messrs. 
J. Naudin. J. B. Gould, F. E. Whitney, K. W. 
Atkinson, Nicholl Ganiret, 0. Chapelle, C. Slavinsky 
and 15 French Marines. 

Per Brit. etr. Belgic, from San Francisco ;: --Messre. 
Kennedy de Piotrowski, Luis E. Degener, A. B. 
French, R. Yizoye and wife, Lee Kang and wife in 
cabin ; and 65 Chinese in steerage. 

Per Brit. str. Sarpedon, for Port Sail :—Mr. A. 
Vivanti in cabin. For Kobe : Mr. de Ryke in cabin; 
and 68 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Brit. str. Venice, from Kobe : —30 Japanege. 

Per Am. str. City of Tokio, from Hongkong :— 
Mesers. T. Tokuda and servact, ¥. E. Foster, aud 
T. Akiyama in cabin. For Xan Francisco: Mr. W. 
L. Scruggs, Mra. Dr. Carrow and infant, Mrs. T. 
Nichols and daughter, Mr. W. H. Day, Capt. J. 
Kenny in cabiu; aud 1,038 Chinese in steerage., 

Per Jap. str. Tokat-Afaru, from Kobe :—Captain 
Carter in cabin: and 80 Jnpanese in stecrage. 

Per Jap. str. Kokonoye-Maru, from Hakodate :— 
Mrs. Dithlefsen and child in cabin; and 80 Japa- 
nese in steerage. 

Per Jap. str. Néigata-Maru, from Hongkong via 
Kobe :—Mrs. Kennedy and 2 children, 6 Japanese 
in oabin ; and 52 Japanese in steerage. 

Por Jap str. Tokto-Moru, for Shanghai and porta : 
—His Excellency Iwakura Tomomi, Meag:s. Iwakura 
Txuneko, G. Orley, J. Blackmore, J. Vidal, H. J. 
Black, Chan Sing, G. Adlof, Secto, Figuerdo, G. 
M. Meacham, and 11 Japanese in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Nagoya-Maru, from Shanghai and 

:—Mr. and Mrs. Dumerez and 3 children, 
M sea Barrows, Miss Dudley, Revd. A. R. Morris, 
Revd. J. MoKin, Dr. Simmons, Dr. Laning, Messrs. 
F. von Fisoher, J. Colomb, J. Reyngud, Gowland, 
B. Munster, H. M. Paul, Fenelloso, Lavronshire, 
Wilhelm aod 6 Japanese in cabin; aud 2 Euro- 
prana aud 171 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Jap. str. Takachiho-Maru, from Hakodate — 
3 Japanese in steerage. 


REPORTS. 


The English ateamer Belgic, reports :—Sailed from 
San Francisco on June 11th at 310 p.m. Engounter- 
ed moderate variable weather throughout the voyage. 
Arrived at Yokohoma on July 4th at 6.31 a.m. Time 
21 days, 21 hours, aud 63 minutes. 

The American steamer City of Tokio reports :— 
Sailed from Hongkong Jane 29th at 3.80 p.m. To 
Turnabout had fresh N.E. and head eea. July let 
fresh gale from 8.E.; thence to Oosima fresh S.W, 
and squally, and thence to Yokohama light West 
winds. Arriving July 5th at 6.08 a.m. Time 8 days, 
12 hours and 37 min. 


FORD & Co. 
GENERAL OOMMISON MERCHANT 


Forwarding Agents. 


No. 5, WATER STREET. 


Yokohama, April 15th, 1881. th 


THE JAPAN GAGETTH. og 
COMMERCIAL CIRCULAR. 


Yoxouama, Juzy 8x, 1881. 


Showing Duties payable, Prices realized, Quotations, and Estimated Sales of Goods in Yokohama, for the period of 14 days from 
93rd June 1881, to the 6th July 1831; inclusive, 


IMPORTS. 


During the past fourteen days a marked decrease in sales of cotton yarn is noticeable. This occurred in the first week when inquiry for im) 
was limited almost entirely to shirtings, victoria lawn, chints, and turkey red. At the end of last nionth a few buyers of yarn came forward with the 
result shown. Prices have declined all round though the nominal quotations show little if any change in the absence of transactions. The market is 
weak with lessened damand. Exchange for currency ‘comparatively steady but uncertain, 

YABNS.—Sgles re reach 2,482 Bales against 6,248 Bales for the preceding period; making a total for the year to date of 30,561 Bales— 
vix.: 17,768 Bales 16/24; 6,182 Bales 28/82; 1,012 Bales 88/42; 1,880 Bales doubled, and 4,219 Bales Indian qualities. 

SUGAR :—White Sugar is weaker for best, and stronger for lower qualities. Brown has advanced in the face of increased stock. 
KEROSENE.—Tendency of the market steady : gales in the interval large, but mostly at former quotation. 
183 Ibs. = 1 Picul. 100 Dollars Mexican = 811 Silver Boos. 


DUTY PAID. 
ESTIMATED SALES. 
(From 28rd June to 6th July.) 
COTTON PIECE GOODS. 

Drills, American, 40 yds. 30 in. 14lbs.... +» 0.0241 P 10 yds. | $2.55 @ 3.50 — __ pieces. 
Prints, assorted, 26 5, 805, ve oe 0.0241 4» » 1.00 @ 2.75 5,900 ay 
Satins (cotton) cue eee tae ae ce . | 0.0648 3 »» 0.113 @ 0.12 — zo 
Shirtings, Grey, 883 yds. 39 in. 7 lbs. ... . 0.0281 » » 1.40 @ 1.90 -— » 

» » S38» BF ay oe 0.0281 » » 1.75 @ 2.35 8,900 a 

2 » 88h » 455, sale, seve 2.12 @ 2.70 18,250 a 
T. Cloth, 82 in. 6 Ibe. te ee ar 1.20 @ 1.50 — ie 

7 be eee cLet Petia wy that 1.65 @ 1.75 ae 
Turkey Reds, 24 yds.80in. 11b.1B02, |... +s 1,000 ” 

we 2%, 80, 2, @ 2lb.2bor. .. —_—— 4,000 » 

» 4, 80, 2,5 B/ldon. .. 1.65 @ 2.00 — s 

oe 2% , 80,—@8 lbs. uw 1.60 @ 2.20 500 oe 
Velvets (plsck) BB 4, 2B sp vee ee tte ne 6.50 @ 9.00 800 3 
Victoria Lawns, 12 45 42» 1 vets 0.70 @ 0.98 10,000 0 
Cotten Italians, 85 » 82, «+ dent, yosen aes: 0.10 @ 0.15 =—— ” 


COTION YARN. 
Noe. ig 24 reversed 
16 


os “ ae 

» 2 @ 82 ae 

» 38@ 42 oe 

+2 88 doubled 

» 38 

» 80 » 

22100 

Indian No. 10 

» » 
» » 1 ci : : és : 
» » 16 A Nowmer ey . oe 
» » 2 Saez Leds 3 


WOOLLENG AND MIXYURES. 


Alper, $0 7s. 33 in. Hh ositer 0 Mate Seu Uhees 
eta, assorted ... oe ase ies ove ove 


0.0965 ‘p 10 yds. 


» ” 6 Ibe. + we | 1.6077 Y pical. 
> ob Slbs. ... oe . 
Cloth, all wool, 54 @ 64 0.0965 P 10 yds. 0.80 @ 1.50 
» sy 6s, 0.30 @ 0.60 
o> Presidente, 54 @ 64 ,, 0.8215 under 55 in. to| 0.60 @ 0.70 
»» Union, 54@56,, os . 0.4019 exceeding 55 tn.) 0.85 @ 0.60 
Italian Cloth, $2in... es, se nee one in width ¥ 10 yds. 0.25 @ 0.40 
Mouseelines de Laine (plain & stripes), 24 yds. 0.09659 10 yds. 0.164 @ 0.194 
ar ar {Rgared) EC eases 0.0965 5, x» 0.25 @ 0.40 


SUGAR. 
Whrite, Jimpah, Nol... oh eet, a 7.50 @ 7.80 
» ihpeh, » i “a ee 6.80 @ 7.30 —- 
s>  Kokfah, ,, 8 . 0.8215 P picul. | 6.30 @ 6.60 —_— Stock 11,000 piculs. 
ss Kungfun, 5, 4 af 5.60 @ 6.10 _—— 
»»  Gnihpah, ,, 5 ae ane . £70 @ nn —_—— Naw Stock 70,000 pionls. 
Form 4 4.2) —_—— few 0, 1) 
Brown, ona, DAGB ewe ove 0.1286 4, »» 3.65 é 8.80 _— Od » 88,000" ” 
o>  Amoy.. oes ore one ove ove —_— No stock. 
METALS &, 
Kron, Flat and ee Sea Soa cl.| $2.60 @ $2.80 
3» Assorted Nail-rods, (assorted) _ si ou . aS 2.30 @ 8.05 
a ie a Fi ack . » | 140 @ 1.60 
Lead, : ek MeO ea PO BOPB ss 6.80 é 6.00 
VOr ues “° oe on oe or on 1.9292 5 » 
Steel, Swedish Aes Po kege omnsec a eee 0.1980 5» »» 3.80 @ 4.55 
Tin Plates oo teste ate 0.2251 P 120 Ibe, 480 @ 5.00 
Kerosene Oil ... ase ee weet 6°], ad valorem, 1.824 @ 1.873 | Stock 835,000 
Baw Cotton we owe we oe ae 0.4019 P picul. 10.00 @ 15.00 No stock. - 
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STAPLE HXPORTS. 


SILK.—For some days after the issue of our last report of 24th June, very little business was done ; news of a considerable rise in Shan ghai having 
reached here. The Japanese dealers were under the impression that an advance of at least $100 would be paid here and they consequently asked up to 
$650 for Maibashi and 600 for Hatchoji Hanks, withont any business resulting. Latterly, however, they have come down considerably, small purchases 
being effected at about $10 below our quotations; but the stock of new silk being very small (about 60 to 60 shipping bales in all) and several buyers very 
anxious to get silk rates have advanced, and at the close it would be very difficult to buy Hanks even at the advanced rates. A few bales of new filatures 
have been sold at quotations and some old Hamatakis have found buyers are arrival. Otherwise very little has been done an account of want of de- 


sirable stock. ° 
Settlements are Hanks on. se sss aes ove cee cee cee ee nee = :120 Balls. 
Filatures and Re-reeled Maibashi ... ... » 
» Oshiu and Sendai... 1. ose ee cee tee one et to 
” Kakedas .. sce se cee tse cee one ote tne tne ” 
Total .. soe ase ore oe one nee ove = 800 Bales. 
Toran Kxrort FoR SEason, 1879-80. 1880-81 
London ... ee eee ae wae ee Rash bikes eee wee aoe 5,081 Bales. 4,481 Bales. 
France and Italy ves ne _ eT ie fers ed ae oe 7,691 ,, 12,482 ,, 
United States ... on oe oo eee ee ae oo oe aoe 6,175 ,, 6,876 4, 
17,897 Bales. 22,389 Bales. 
TEA.—We reported im the last issue an active business in the Tea Market and settlements mounting up to a large total for current season. 
This state of affairs remains much the same though native merchants to effect sales have had to concede some $2 per. picul on ing from 
Good Medium downwards. Settlements for the interval amount to piculs 16,000 and arrivals have apparently been light, but no re can placed 


on native returns and it is very possible that a large amount of leaf has been kept back in stock in Tokio. 

Some fair amount of second crop musters have been shown, but native merchants seem to be withholding most of the really desirable parcels from 
the market, in consequence of the weak tone prevalent. In this they make a great mistake as early in Angust we may expect to hear the result of the 
first arrivals vid Suez Canal; and as two or even three of the canal steamers may be expected to arrive almost simultaneously, we anticipate a hea 
decline will be reported on the New York market wh:ch will naturally react on this, and there seems a fair probability of good medium tea being f 
down to $18 @ $19 per picul in the month of August. Our settlements for the port and Kobe to date amount to 126,620 piculs, against came date last 
season 120,540 piculs. 


DESCRIPTION. PRICES PER PICUL. REMARKS. 
SILK:— 
Mayebashi;14 @ 2 Hanks... 9. enone tee $—- 2 — per picul. 
3 ’ see aoe ove ae ae a _ _ ’ 
nS He ae say ae Maas 560 to 575, 
” 8 and lower... see see wee see ss 510 to 540 ” 
Kakedas ; Good oa on ane ae ove sen as 610 to 620 ” Old silk. 
Filatures; Best a wae ue oe or te aae 700 to — 4 New ,, 
is ood Sian th tetera GS ay 670 to 680 eo» 
Hamatski see wee see eee aes eve tee 500 to 6520 ” Old ,;, 
Sendai and Osbiu toe on oe one ove on -to— ” 
TEA :— 
Common... ae one ee tse ca oe ade an } $13.00 and under. 
Good Common ... ase ase aoe Se tee ae ee $14.00 to ice A 3 
Medium ... on ove on oo on ae ave eee $18.00 to ‘ 2 5 
Good i . - etes) Stee ies eee Seat 22.00 to $25.00 Weak for lower , but little or no alteration at 
Fine eee ce ate gar rate aie Waa ae oee00 to $50.00 present in the better classes. 
Fivest ... ove oe ae on oes oe ase wee $82.00 to $85.00 . 
Choice... we nee ee on Try) ove ove $36.00 and upwards. 


EXCHANGE. 


‘A sudden rise of over 1 per cent. in silver, which went up to 62%, caused rates to advance considerably. Some £25,000 of bank paper was settled 
at 3/10 for four oaks Etta weaker, however, silver having declined aguin to 62}. Transactions in private paper have been comparatively small. 


On Lonpox.—Bank On Hona@xona.—Bank.. 


» oo” do. . ” ” Private 
” 1. Credits » SAN waanciaco-—Pant 
1 val os 
. Pia Bok. 4s Naw 'Youk.—Bank 
Credits . nea s 
}) BHANGHAIL—Bank .. 
” ’ Private . 
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wife of 
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At Kobe, Zo 18th, Mr. Jonn Gaicor, of Yoko- 
hama, aged 41 
Sunday grening, Ju 24th, of 
Meningitis, “Gxoncr Ety, of fas. L. and 
he E. Amenman, aged one year and twenty two 
ys. 


Summary. 


+00 


UR last issue was dated July 6th for 
transmission per P. M. S. g City of 
Tokio vid San Francisco. The following mails 
have since been received :— 
M.M.8. Volga, Marseilles, May 28, arri. July 9 
P.M.B8. City of Peking, 8. co, June 23, » il 
P. & 0.8. Malacea, London, 
M.M.S, Mensaleh, Marseilles ” ry ” 
0. & 0.8. Gaelic, 8.Fcisco July 7, ,, 
and the following have been despatched :— 
P.M.B. City of Tokio, San Francisco.. Jaly 9 
M.M.S. Tanais, Marseilles 17 

Tue northern tour of his majesty the Mika- 
do will be commenced on the 30th instant; 
all preparations being, we believe, complete. 
These imperial visits are said to be very gra- 
tifying to the people, and they undoubtedly 
go far to improve the personal popularity of a 
highly popular sovereign. The journey will 

robably occupy about eighty days; and his 

ajesty will not return to Tokio until the 

early part of October. The cost of the tour 
is estimated at 250,000 yen. 

The absence of the Mikado during the 
period of the visit of the flying squadron 
with the sons of the Prince of Wales on 
board will deprive the event of the importance 
it would otherwise have had. The govern- 
ment are, however, resolved to offer a suitable 
reception; and Prince Tarahito, father of 
Prince Arisugawa, a member of the imperial 
family, has been deputed to represent the 
Mikado. The generous hospitality of Japan 
is too well known to permit us to doubt the 
excellency of their intentions, the full display 
of which is rendered difficult if not impossible 
owing to the unavoidable absence of the 
Mikado. 

A new code of criminal law and procedure 
is nearly completed, and some ite pro- 
visions are already known thongh it will 
not come into force before January Jat, 1882, 
the date notified by the prime minister. 
Among the most important changes are the 
concession to prisoners of counsel for the 
defence; and the increase, in cases of import- 
ance, of the namber of judges up to a full 
bench of five. Trial by jury is not, however, 
granted, on the ed that the people are 
not yet sufficiently educated to enjoy that 
privilege. Jay has been, for some years 

past, en; in efforta to procure the 
Thacgation of the treaty condition precluding 
Japanese jurisdiction over foreigners; and 
when her claim to exercise this power is 
considered due weight must be given to the 
declaration of her government, made in 1881, 
that the people are not even fit to sit as jurors. 

A tetTgg on the Paper Currency of J ee 
published in The Economist of April 23rd, 
evoked some criticism from the Nichi Nichi 
Shinbun of so interesting a character that we 
publish a fall translation. 


” 
” ” 


<n” 


Certain silk dealers have formed a species 
of combination to enforce rules upon sellers 
and purchasers of silk, similar, though more 
stringent, to those framed by the Kiito Ara- 
tame Kaisho and which led to the abolition 
of that institution by government notifica- 
tion in 1873. Japanese merchants and 
brokers have been permitted to have their 
way for so long a time that their bearing 
towards foreigners now approaches insolent 
dictation. The spirit of the treaties of com- 
merce is entirely ignored ; even the letter is 
disregarded ; and it is fast becoming evident 
that if foreign residence and trade are to con- 
tinue, a better understanding with the govern- 
ment to ensure the observance of the treaty 
condition providing for free commercial inter- 
coarse between foreigners and the people, now 
thwarted by cliques and combinations of a 
more or less official seeming, must be arrived 
at. The initiative has been taken by the 
foreign silk shippers, who have addressed a 
memorial to the Corps Diplomatique pray- 
ing for an investigation into the formation 
of the new silk combination. 

THE correspondence in the Pall Mall Gasette 
and Times in connection with the action of . 
Sir Harry Parkes in Japan, excites a feeling 
of intense indignation here among those re- 
Sidents who have followed with care the 
diplomatic career of Sir Harry Parkes since 
his first arrival in this country. Here, where 
the ministers Sir Harry Parkes has had to deal 
with are better known and understood than in 
any other part of the world; where the tacties 
of such visitors as Sir E. J. Reed, Sir John 
Pope Hennessy, and others are thoroughly 
understood; and where the person named 
House carried on for four years his viralent 
attacks upon England and her diplomatio re- 
presentative, there is a feeling of deep regret 
that Sir Harry Parkes shou fa have stooped 
to notice a series of libels which emanated 
from an American hired for the purpose of 
writing them, while some official or officials 
subscribed for the papers containing theta 
and despatched them to all parte of the world. 
Mr. Lowder, the only gentleman Mr. Honse 
ventured to name in support of the o 
preferred against Sir Taeey Parkes, 

ublished a most emphatic ‘dectinee of any 
nowledge of the kind referred to. This 
letter will be found on page 61. 

Tue head office in the Mast of the Pacific 
Mail Steamship Company, which has been 
established here for thirteen years, is to be 
transferred to Hongkong. This movement 
is inexplicable, as this station is the chief 
depot of the line. 

rn. J. J. vax Dew Pot, the newly appointed 
‘ainiaise resident for the Netherlands in 
Japan, arrived here on the 21st instant. 

Me Russet. Rosgrrsoy, H.B.M. consul at 
this port, has returned after a long vacation. 
Daring the absence of Mr. Rennie, Mr. Io- 
bertaon will take theposition of acting judge. 
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Reading Articles. 


THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT AND 
THE OHEFOO OONVENTION. 


HE non-ratification of the Chefoo con- 
vention has been’ for the last four 

years made a subject of reproach both here 
and at home to English honour and good- 
faith. It was said that we had accepted 
the- benefits accruing to us under that in- 
strament, while refusing or delaying to give 
Chins the quid pro quo, and it maet be con- 
fessed the matter did not present a pleasant 
appearance to Englishmen who were not 
behind the scenes or acquainted with the 


arcana of diplomacy. We saw consular and | &' 


rtading establishments quietly erected at the 
ports which the Uhinese had agreed to open 
under the sgreement; we saw that the 
advantages, such as they were, to be derived 
from commerce at these places were at our 
disposal; and yet we knew that the conces- 
sions.in return for which the Chinese coun- 
tries on our good faith, were believed to have 
opened these ports, were not granted to 
them. We heard occasionally of difficulties 
made by the government of India, and of 
correspondence between India and foreign 
offices ; but what was plain to all of us was 
that China had readily and faithfully fulfilled 
her of the contract, while we had not 
fal ours. 

The latest parliamentary paper published on 
the aubject, together with the statements of 
Lord INGTON in the House of Commons, 
will, however, throw some light on the 
negotiations. In his first despatch Sir 
Tuomas Wank commences by stating his 
desire to. t Her Majesty's government 
againet the charge of acting otherwise than 
fairly towards the government of China. By 
the Chefoo convention, he says, the Chinege 

to epen four porta and six places of 
call on the Yang-tsze, within six months of 
‘the imperial decree approving the conven- 
tion. e English minister, on his part, 
undertook to move the British government 
to allow the area within which exemption 
from li-kin on foreign goods could be claimed 
to be confined to the treaty settlements, and 
to: sanction the collection of this li-kin on 
opinm at the same time as the duties by the 
foreign inspectorate of customs. The difficul- 
ties in the way of consenting to the first of 
these were very great, because the concur- 
:rence of all the other treaty powers was 
necessary. All these powers, England in- 
clnded, had for years protested against the 
levy of li-kin between the port of entry and 
the: transit. duty barriers, as.an infraction of 
the. treaty ; and the sanction by any'single 
power of .a limitation of the area within 
which its imports should be exempt from 
this tax would avail China nothing unless 
every power agreed to.it. Hence, when 
signing the convention, Sir THomas says,— 
«“T exacted a promise that. all the treaty 
powers should be appealed to by the’ Tsnng- 
li Yamén, and that the port area should be 
defined by the Chinese and foreign aathori- 
ties acting together. The Yamén did ac- 
cordingly appeal to the representatives of the 
treaty power.” Up to the present date, 
however, no arrangement has been found, 
satisfactory to all parties, although, according 
to Lord Hartimaton, there now seems-a fair 
prospect of overcoming the difficulty with 
respect to the collection of the li-kin and 
duty on opium together; the chief obstacle 


want of desixe te cargy qnt the provisions of 
his own convention. c 

Wenow come to the réply of the Prince of 
Kuna to the despatch summarised above. 
The suggestion that a uniform rate of duty 
be collected by the Indian government and 
annually remitted to China, is met by the 
haughty remark that “‘it is not desirable the 
Viceroy of India should be troubled with a 
duty which properly belongs to the Chinese 
executive.” The despatch states that the 
forty taels per picul proposed to be levied 
on opiam would be insnfficient, and that 
unless the rate were raised to sixty taels 
it would not suffice. to make good the 
amount that should be collected at the ports 
by the several provincial jurisdictions in 
which they are. As an instance of the tone 
assumed throughout the despatch we may 
quote the following. The Chinese having 
suggested that as the difficulty of settling 
a uniform rate acceptable to both parties 
seemed insurmountable, it would be better 
that li-kin should be levied at the rates 
ruling in the different ports at. the time that 
the Chefoo agreement was signed, Sir Taomas 
Wane asked for exact information as to the 
position of the it-kin collectorates’ inland of 
the ports, and the rates of li-hin levied at 
each of these. This is the manner ‘in whieh 
this very reasonable request is refused :— 


As re is the British Minister’s desire to be 
info of the locality of the li-kin stations in 
the interior, and of the Tariff of rates ruling, 
Article V of the Regulations appended.to the 
Tariff states that, once opium has left the port, it 
becomes Chinese property, and may be taxed as 
the Chinese Government sees fit. Seeing that 
foreigners may not accompany opium into the 
interior, end that the monient it leaves the Rm it 
must be conveyed - by Chinese subjects, it fellows 
that it rests: with the ‘Chinese - ent to 
decide what taxes shall be imposed upon it. This 
has nothing to do with the simultaneous: collection 
of li-kin and Tariff duty at the ports by the foreign 
ba It therefore seems annecassary to 

for the data for communication to the British 
Minister, as thereby the date for putting the plan 
in operation would be farther delayed. 


As: ta closing: the porte.and placesof call 
opened under the convention, the~ Prince 
writes that a memorial was submitted to the 
throne, and effect’ was given ta the arrange- 
ments: some: years ago. 
slightest desire. to take: them back; on the 
other hand, the British minister-is earnestly 
requested to move his government to show 
ita sense of justice by naming a date for car- 
rying out’ the provisions of. the agreement. 

“It-is intereatiag to natice that the German 
‘minister and the envoys of four other “ im- 
portant” powers, urged their governments to 
move the British government to reject the 
commercial portions of the convention altoge- 
ther. The termination of the discussion was 
an agreement to try for a term of five. yeara 
at Shanghai the following arcangement, pro- 
vided all the. conditions were’ faithisly 
observed by the Chinese. We quote from 
Sir Tuomas Wank’s last despatch :— 


When the Chefoo agreement was signed: in 
1876, a li-kin office at Shanghai collected 40 tacls 
per picul on opium as soon as it was sold. Inland 
of this office there existed other collectorates which 


seems to have been the variety of the shre 
of li-kin in the different provinces. Thi 
British minister proposed to recommend the 
government of India to agree to a uniform 
rate of 40 taels per picul, to be secured to 
the Chinese government, not only on the 
opium bronght into the treaty porta, but on 
all that is deposited at ngs in exceas 
of a certain stated quantity, that should be 
set apart, either for consumption in the 
colony, or for exportation thence to Aus- 
tralia, California, or other places, with which 
the inland revenue of China has no concern. 
The advantage to the revenue of China by 
the adoption of this method is calculated at 
a million taels; and of course there would 
be no room for smuggling. 

The following extract shows the manner in 
which the li-kin was to be secured to the 
overnment of China. It was the minister's 
intention to propose that it should be col- 
lected by the government of India, and re- 
mitted to China under the following condi- 
tions :— 

The Customs Returns, published quarterly or 
annually, show the quantity of opium that pays 
Tariff duty at the ports. On every picul entered 
by the Customs as paying Tariff duty, I should 
have ‘moved the Government of India to pay li-kin 
at the rate to, remittance being made either 
of the whole or of whatever proportion the Chinese 
Government might desire to the Government of the 
province into which the opium was shown, by the 

ms Returns, to have been im: . The 
apprehension of the provincial Governments that 
a change in the system of collection would cripple 
their resources would thus have been set at rest. 
For the opium proved to have been left at Hong 
Kong, and not carried to the Treaty ports (the 
colonial quota being, of course, set ay as pay- 
ing neither Tariff duty nor li-kin), I would fave 
moved the Government of India to pay both upon 
the balance; but according to the annual, and not 
the quarterly Return, as there might have been 
difficulty in declaring the amount to be taxed be- 
fore the annual Report was completed by the 
Customs. 

Sir Tuomas then goes on to say that, three 
years having elapsed since the agreement 
was signed, if it should prove impossible to 
arrive at any satisfactory solution of the 
question of-li-kin on opium, he would recom- 
mend the British government to offer the 
surrender of the ports and places of call, “ for 
which it found iteelf unable to yield the 
quid pro quo that I had contemplated.” He 
further repodiates the suggestion of one of 
the Chinese ministers. that his readiness to 
give back the right to trade at these ports 
was suggested by the discovery that our 
merchants did not greatly frequent the porte, 
and that British trade had not derived. the 
advantage expected from opening them. 

If we have succeeded in conveying clearly 
and accurately the substance of this very 
long despatch, it will be evident that, from 
the British minister's point of view :-— 

1—The Chinese promised --to open | bhe 
ports ‘rad places of: call within: six moaths 
after approval by the emperor. 

2.—The promise of the British: envoy was 
to move his government (a) to consent 
to the collection of Jikin on opiam at the 
same time as the duty, and (b) to-agree to 
the limitation of area for collecting the 
li-kin. 

8.—The second of these promises depended 
on the consent of the. other treaty powers, 
which the Chinese government have neb yet 
obtained ; while the scheme for carrying out 
the first suggested by Sir THomas Wape was 
rejected by the Chinese. . And, finally, the 
envoy offers to recommend that the conces- 
sion of the ports be given up again to the 
Chinese government. Sir THomas Wane, 
therefore, cannot be aconsed of neglect, or 


and is to levy. li-kin. apon the drug 
rate as that in force in 1876. This rate is not to 
be raised during the term prescribed, and no fresh 
k-kin collectorate is. to be established bet-veen the 


aber and the second collectarate exist- 
in 1876. . 


‘We must confess we shonld not have re- 
ferred to this subject at all, were it not ‘that 
the document which we have quoted above 


“China has not the. 
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helps to remove erroneous and prevalent im- 
pressions. Neithor the British government 
nor the envoy in Peking can be accused of 
bad faith or neglect. The right of trade and 
residence at the new porta was conceded on 
two conditions; first, that the treaties not- 
withstanding, the Chinese government should 
be free to levy li-kin on imports outside the 
limits of the treaty port settlements; next, 
that the opium li-kin should be collected by 
the foreign inspectorate. All the treaty 
powers object to the first condition. Their 
assent hae still to be obtained to the second. 
So far from Great Britain standing in the 
way of the due execution of the agreement, 
her envoy has suggested more than one mode 
of carrying it out, and has, in every way, 
shown his anxiety that there shall be no 
ground for accusations of bad faith against 
as.—July 16. 


THE OPIUM QUESTION IN 
PARLIAMENT. 


T is not our intention in the following 
article to enter into a discussion on the 
question of the opium traffic, nor to revive 
arguments on one side or the other which have 
been repeated with “damnable iteyation,” 
during the last quarter of a century ‘both in 
the east and at home; our desire is merely 
to give a brief sammary of a parliamentary 
debate on a subject which is of great import- 
ance to residents and trade ont here. Al- 
though the motion is an annual one, there 
were several points of novelty raised during 
the debate which took place. One which we 
do not remember to have seen before was in re- 
ply to the argument that opium was a useful 
drug. Mr. Psass, the originator of the de- 
bate, per etgee this, but pointed to the 
fact that we in England put a restriction on 
its sale by ordering a register to be made of 
each purchase. Another argament used with 
great effect against the government of India 
was that in British Burmah, where the vice 
of opium-smoking was becoming more and 
more prevalent, strong measures had been 
* taken to diminish it. Out of sixty-eight 
shops where opium was sold, forty-one had 
been closed, and the price of the drug at the 
same time increased twenty per cent. Its 
effects on the people there were reported by 
the chief commissioner to be a predisposition 
to disease, especially dysentery and cholera, 
a filthy habit of mind, and it filled the 
gaols with men of relaxed brains. To any 
one acquainted even slightly with par- 
liamentary papers and books respecting the 
course of our relations with China, the 
honesty of the great number of Chinese 
officials in their expressed desire to be rid 
of the trade is. berond question, bat wo 
donbt whether, as Mr. Peasg seems to think, 
the recent treaty with the United States is 
any evidence of this. The American envoys, 
mo doubt, were anxious to demonstrate in 
any way they properly: could the friendship 
of their people and government for those of 
China, and the mode they adopted was a 
very cheap ove. They agreed that Ameri- 
can vessels should not for the future carry 
opium into Chinese ports. Now it is well- 
known that these ships ucver did convey 
opium in any shape or form. The conces- 
sion to Chinese desires was therefore one 
which the United States could very easily 
ut, 

‘We may briefly sum up the arguments 
employed by the mover and seconder of the 


motion and their supporters, as well as by 
the secretary of state for India and others on 
the other side. 


1—The danger of opiam was shown by 
the restrictions put on its sale in Eagland. 


2.—The revenue raised in India by opium 
bore no resemblance to that raised in Eng- 
land by the drink traffic, because the con- 
sumption in one case was by our own fellow- 
countrymen, whereas in the other case it was 
by foreigners; and by far the greater part 
of the drink revenue was raised, not from 
the drunken part of the population, bat from 
those who indulged in what to them was a 
harmless luxury. 


3.—The argument that if the trade were 
stopped, a great increase in smuggling would 
take place, is a purely Chinese question with 
which we have nothing to do. 

4.—It is said that if we did not suppl: 
the Chinese with opium some one else would. 
To this Mr. Pzase and his followers reply 
that it is no justification for our wrong-doin 
that others would also do wrong; it remind- 
ed him of Cowper's lines about the boy who 
was reluctantly persuaded to join in an 
orchard-plundering expedition by the plea 
that if he did not another boy would, and so 
“he shared in the plunder, but pitied the 
man.” : 

5.—The evil and deleterious effects of 
opinm were testified to by Sir Rursearorp 
Aucock, Sir Toomas Wang, Mr. Coorge, and 
many others. 

6.—In British Burmah we were ourselves 
taking steps to reduce the consumption of 
the drag amongst our own subjects as much 


as possible on account of its injurious effects’ 


the system which would render their connec-. 
tion with the trade less direct and place them 
in a sounder and better position. This is 
certainly the most satisfactory declaration 
that has yet been obtained on the sub- 
ject. A careful perusal of recent debates 
makes it clear that the stambling-block in 
the way of immediate withdrawal from the 
trade, is the serious embarrassments which 
such a course would cause to our Indian 
revenue, as well es a belief that the con- 
sumption of the drag would be in no wise 
diminished thereby. 

We are sure that any fair modus vivendi 
that can be reached will be welcomed by all 
residenta in the East. If the complaints of 
the Chinese government, as well as tho 
outcries of well-disposed people at home, can 
be met in any equitable manner, it caunot but 
conduce to our good relations with the people 
of China, and to our own personal comfort 
and peace of mind.—July 9. 


KOREA AND THE POWERS. 


LTHOUGH the compulsory opening 

of Korea to foreign intercourse is. 

quite on the programme of Russia in these 
regions, it is not unlikely to be frustrated 
by the lack of unanimity amongst ..the. re+ 
presentatives of European powers, as. well 
as by the empires of China and Japan whose 
interests in this question are paramount. In 
the former country the Korean question is 
the one. above all others in which cape 
interest is felt by the goverument. he 
ruling Manchu dynasty sprang from s.race 


on the physique and character of the people. .cteied on the borders of Korea, and the 


7.—The non-ratification of the Chefoo con- 
vention, the third section of which provided 
for restrictions on the opium trade, while 
we took the advantages granted to us by 
that agreement, was an act of bad faith to- 
wards the Chinese government. 


[We hope shortly to review the rs just 
laid before Parliament on this pare ar They 
show what steps the British government and 
their representative at Peking have taken to 
satisfy the Chinese, and also explain to a 
certain extent the reasons for allowing the 
convention to remain up to the present a 
dead letter on one side. } 


8.—The question was one of Indian revenue, 
and of that alone; it was uot a question of 
acquiring revenue, but as to the mode of 
acquiring it. The opium traffic was a most 
precarious source of revenue, for the Chinese 
government might at any moment put an end 
to it, and no English statesman would ven- 
ture to advocate a new: opium war. 

Many of the arguments of Lord Hartington 
and his followers can be gathered from the 
above summary; the others advanced may 
be summarized as follows :-— 


1.—The revenne derived from opium is 
one which the ‘people of India, if consulted, 
would be in favour of retaining. 


2.—It has not been clearly or conclusively 
roved that the revenue is an immoral one; 
that China desires or is able to put a stop to 
the consumption of opium; or that it is our 
system which prevents her from doing so. 
The secretary of state, however, in view of 
the arguments advanced as to the precarious 
nature of the revenue thus derived, promised 
formally to invito the attention of the Indian 
government to the matter, and to ask them 
to thoroughly review their position, and see 
whether thoy cannot adopt some alteration of 


closest political and other relations have ex. 
isted between .the two countries since the 
Dragon Throne came into its ion. 
Perhaps an explanation of the obstinate man- 
ner in which the present dynasty has clung 
to Peking at the northern extremity of the 
empire as the capital, may be found in the 
consciousness ¢! the Manchu population 
represents some two millions amid a Chinese 
population of two hundred and fifty or three 
hundred millions, and that a retreat to the 
districts which were the cradle of their race 
lay always open to them in case of disaster. 
Asa fact, we know that the emperor Hienrone 
in 1860, when the victorious allies were 
marching on Peking, availed himself of the 
geographical position of the latter to retreat 
to Jehol near the frontier of Manchuria. The, 
rulers of China consequently watch with 
peculiar jealousy any movements of a oe 
power toward the Korean peninsula. If the 
Chinese government have fought obstinately 
for the possession of a remote tract of coun- 
try like Kashgar, which was only fully sub- 
jagated under this dynasty, how much more 
strongly may they be expected to feel for a 
region to which they are bound by peculiar 
historical ties, as also by considerations of 
self-interest in the future? It is well-known 
that recently the exchange of messages be- 
tween Peking and Seon! has been especially 
active, and it is more than probable that. the 
peninsular kingdom is appealing to its snze- 
rain for advice and assistance in the straits 
in which it finds itself placed. 

In the case of Japan, the question of the 
fature of Korea is not of less importance 
than to China. Laying aside, as hardly 
likely to enter into the calculations of 
modern politicians, the gratitude which Japan 
owes for the introduction of arts and learn- 
ing from Korea; apart, also, from the close 
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connection which has existed between the 
two countries in more recent times, Japan 
could not view with equanimity the possession 
of the coasts and harbours of Korea by a 
powerful and aggressive nation. The growth 
of the naval power of Russia in the Pacific, the 
increase of that power which the possession 
of harbours, open all the year round and 
suitable for dockyards and arsenals, would 
ive, would be a standing menace to Japan. 
he government of this country probably have 
learned enough from history to know that 
the lust for territory which has characterised 
the house of Romanorr is only bounded by 
its power to accomplish its desires. Even 
the present government of England, whose 
aim seems to be to live on friendly terms 
with Russia, and to find a modus vivendi in 
Central Asia, conld hardly view with com- 
plaisance the aggrandisement of Russian 
power in this part of the world, more 
especially as it would be accompanied by 
a close commercial monopoly. The policy 
of France towards races subject to her 
power, shows that she is by no means in- 
elined to regard with favour any severe 
measures towards Asiatic races, and, even 
where the political interesta of France are 
considerable, as in Tonquin, the kingdom 
adjacent to her Cochin Chinese possessions, 
such measures are much deprecated. The 
interests of Germany in all cases, seem to 
lead to curbing the power and influence of 
Russia and to discouraging farther Russian 
influence in the commerce of this part of 
Asis. The friction of tariffs between Ger- 
many and Russia in Europe seems to be 
as of much magnitnde, and should, 
one would think, lead the former to prevent, 
if possible, similar complications on this side 
of the globe. Germany, however, is said to 
have her eyes fixed on the acquisition of a 
teritorial position off the Chinese coasts, so 
that the course which she may decide to 
pursue is not very apparent. 


Lastly, America is the only other country 
specially interested in this quarter of the 
world, and we may be certain here of a con- 
siderate policy which will be likely to achieve 
success. Should Korea be soon thrown open 
to foreign intercourse, it will in all proba- 
bility be the result of the exertions of the 
United States. It is of course useless to 
speculate upon the direct or indirect result 
of Commodore Scauretpt’s mission, but one 
consequence it probably has had, namely, to 
open the eyes of the Koreans to the cer- 
tainty that they must sooner or later abandon 
their long isolation in deference to the re- 
quirements of Europe and America. 


So much for the powers on the one side 
principally interested in this question: and 
now we come to Russia. Russia is uot likely 
of its own accord to force # quarrel with 
Korea. She knows full well how sensitively 
the Chinese government feel respecting 
Korea; and in view of the difficulties involved 
in the lately settled Kuldja question, Russia 
will not, it may be surmised, wisl to renew 
the sore with China by wanton aggression in 
Korea. Those who carefully watch the deli- 
beration with which Russia pursves her 
policy of territorial absorption in the enst, 
will see that she rarely forces on a quarrel; 
and it is evident the Koreans will be in no 
mood to quarrel with her just now. It seems, 
therefore, more probable that she will prefer 
to join with the other powers in obtaining 
peaceful commercial concessions from Korea, 
and will leave projects of annexation in 
abeyance for another opportunity, which is 
pretty sure to occur along the wild frontier 
between Korea and eastern Siberia. —July 23, 


if economy is to be practised, each locality 
must be dealt with with special regard to its 
merits and conditions. 

We fear our informant is rather too san- 
guine in anticipating a return of four to six 
per cent. during the first five years, a period 
when ordinarily the ontlay absorbs the whole 
of the gross returns. What the traffic 
receipts are we do not know, bat on reference 
again to the consular report we find receipta 
from passengers are about 100 yen daily; 
no traffic statistics are obtainable; “ but in 
every one’s opinion the line is never likely to 
pay expenses.” 

A pier must naturally be an important 
adjunct to arailway terminas in a sea port ; and 
one a quarter of a mile in length is an ander- 
taking deserving of some consideration. The 
cost of this pier is not stated ; but we may esti- 
mate it by the fact that its price was saved 
by twenty-eight days’ service at $225 per 
day, or $6,300. This sum means very simple 
construction and very cheap timber; while 
the amount of demurrage paid to vessel 
discharging her cargo at Otara suggests a 
stormy and exposed harbour. 

Mach weight will not be attached to a 
point dwelt on by our correspondent, namely, 
that the far greater part of the work was 
done by men not accustomed to its perfor- 
mance. ‘here was no work on this railway 
to which ordinary ebosro are ee sone 
tomed, éxcept, perhaps, the mere laying o' 
the metals. r Workmon can more readily 
grade a railway than a common road. In 
the latter case much has to be done by the 
eye; in the former, guides are placed at such 
short distances apart that error becomes 
practically impossible. If there is not a staff 
of efficient workmen for such purposes in 
Yezo after so many years training, then the 
time of the Colonization Commission, and the 
money it has expended, have been badly 
spent. We can vouch for the fact that apon 
extensive works where a staff of men can be 
steadily kept, the Japanese labourer developes 
into an excellent workman. 

One point to which our correspondent only 
slightly refers, has always seemed to require 
explanation. “The rails were made in 
England, and purchased in bond in New 
York, the price being no cheaper than 
American iron of the same grade.” Does 
this mean, or are we justified in assuming it 
to mean, that the price charged for the rails 
in bond was the same as would have been 

aid for American iron of the same grade ? 

‘hat English rails bardened with a heavy 
protective duty of some 40 to 60 per 
cent., and all costs of carriage, can 
compete successfully with rails made in 
America, is a fact admitting of no dispute. 
If, therefore, the price paid for them in this 
instance was the same as that for American 
made rails of the same quality, that price 
includes the duty which was not incurred, 
the rails having simply been transshipped in 
bond. The locomotives and rolling stock 
were made in America, and it would be in- 
teresting if we could also leara their cost. No 
one can purchase manufactures of this kind 
in a conutry where protection reigns supreme, 
of the quality and at: the price at which they 
cun be obtaiued inafrev trade state. We 
take the protectionists on their own ground, 
and say they cannot compete with manufac- 
turers in a country where protection has no 
place in the commercial policy of their gov- 
ernment. And we are further at a loss to know 
why this railway, which is snid to be entirely 
American, about be laid with Euglish-made 
rails. Convenience of shipment is scarcely 
expleuation enough. 


THE PORONAI RAILWAY. 
W* have to acknowledge with thanks a 

comprehensive, clear, and valaable 
account of the constraction, cost, and pros- 
pects of this northern railway venture, for- 
warded to us by a correspondent who has 
personally inspected the works. 

A carefal perusal of the paper shows us 
that in this northern district are to be found, 
in an Lia os degree, all the elements of 
a cheap railway. A level country; the mini- 
mum quantity of water, one bridge only being 
mentioned ; abundance of good timber which, 
thanks to the monopoly of the coast trade, 
is of little value; a quantity of rolling 
stock that virtunlly suggests, what we fear 
is trae, that there is no traffic at all; the 
absence of stations; and, finally, that the line 
is only now being ballasted. An item of 
some importance in connection with the cost 
of this line is the number of tunnels. There 
are three cut through stone, and two through 
clay ; and it is not possible to estimate the 
addition to theexpenses caused by these works 
without fuller information about the nature 
of the material. Ifthe stone is not harder 
than the strata abounding in the neighbour- 
hood of this port the cost of the cuttings 
would not be great. Another important 
factor in correctly understanding the cost of 
this line is, that the portion between Otara 
and Zenibako is, according to the consular 
trade report just published, laid upon “the 
only available road, which had been cut in 
the cliff, to the great discontent of the 
inhabitants ” ; and, if our information is cor- 
rect, other portions of the line run along a 
road previously laid and which required little 
if any labour and yi to adapt it for its 
present use. To whatever extent the high 
road may have been used as a railway track 
the cost will be proportionately affected ; and 
our informant will add to the value of the 
particulars already given by supplying the 
miles of track specially made for the purposes 
of this line in contradistinction to the portion 
appropriated from the public roads. 

Some stress is laid upon the superiority of 
the American system et raileare which is re- 
commended as more suitable than any other 
for introduction into Japan. This system 
may be described in few words. In the 
United States timber is of fine quality, 
abundant, and cheap, and quantities are 
used for the larger bridges and other 
great works in lieu of iron: the plains are 
elevated, and enjoy an exceptionally dry 
climate. These advantages are not pos- 
seased in the same degree by any other coun- 
try, and they tend to simplify the construction 
of railways. The track is formed, sleepers 
are placed upon it, metals are laid upon 
the sleepers, and the road is ready for open- 
ing. The exposure of the sleepers in a dry 
climate presérves. them; covering would 
ensure their speedy destruction. “In Eng- 
land, and in many parts of Japan, good tim- 
ber is both scarce and costly ; while in the 
latter country at least the rainfall and 
degree of humidity of the air are in ex- 
cess of the United States. To pre- 
serve timber in a wet climate resort must be 
had to precisely the reverse of the American 
process. In fact, the climatic conditions are 
essentially different, and in Japan it is neces- 
sary to put down a layer of porous ballast 
on which the sleeper is laid to be again 
covered in with the same material, to onsure 
the proper degree of moisture to the timber, 
and preserve it from lodgments of water 
which would assuredly cause it to rot. Hence, 
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_ We will now venture to deal with a matter 
strongly pressed by our correspondent. He 
recommends Japanese railways to be con- 
structed firet temporarily and made permanent 
as the traffic increases, as is done in America. 
To build temporarily and then proceed to 
make the line permanent, is the most expen- 
sive of all kinds of construction. The pro- 
cess is, however, most suited to the present 
wants of the United States, and the most 
unsuited to the wants of Japan, as we will 
endeavour to show. The frequency with 
which the United States is held up to Japan 
as an example leads to the belies that they 
who do so recognize, or think they see in 
this country, the conditions which make the 
United States what she is; and in the simple, 
rathor indolent, and slow bis st the acute, 
energetic, enterprising, and quick - witted 
American. No two countries are so dis- 
similar. In government, laws, inventive 
science, trade, industry ; in climate, products, 
and popular energy, the two nations are as 
wide asunder as the pules; and we think no 
greater error can be made than to recommend 
Japan to adopt a system of railway construc- 
tion merely because that system has been 
adopted in America. We will endeavour to 
demonstrate this proposition. In the United 
States a company 1s formed to carry a line 
of railway some immense distance across the 
plains and through vast tracts of rich but 
unoccupied land. As an inducement to go 
on with the work the government present 
the our with a broad belt of land slong 
the track of the vie ee line, which is then 
commenced in the cheapest manner. As the 
line progresses, settlers come in and follow 
it, and the asle of part of the company’s land 
provides fands for remaking the road, the 
company obtaining fuller profits from the 
surplas land it still holds ; precisely the case 
of a fisherman throwing away his bait to 
secure 8 larger haul. When a railway is 
made across the plains fow if any stations 
are provided until the second work is begun, 
and as the country fills up. Indeed it is 
doubtful if the vast continent could be open- 
ed by any other means. In Japan, on the 
other hand, we have a thickly populated but 
very poor country ; ite lands fully occupied. 
If a company is formed there are no lands to 
be: given to it, at least in the districts where 
a line could be of use; and the company, 
to carry ont the work, must find money 
wherewith to purchase every field through 
which ite line passes. If a temporary line 
ia laid, as in America, before the first expense 
bas been realised, everything has to be re- 
made. There are no lands increasing in 
valoe to dispose of and the only funds are 
derived from the traffic, which is interfered 
with by the condition of the road; those 
fands would not be sufficient to remske the 
line within any reasonable period ; no divi- 
dends would be forthcoming; the work 
would perforce languish; and bankruptoy 
would inevitably result. 

For a country such as this the most eco- 
nomical railway will be one where all orna- 
mentation is rigidly eachewed, but where the 
work is durable and strong ; and at least all 
the foundations should be of a permanent 
character. In a thickly populated country, 
atations at all principal points are indispen- 
sable; at minor places a mere shed with a 
ticket office in the corner is sufficient; but at 


all points where goods, juce, &c., are re- 
osived or delivered, ient shelter must be 
provided. 


Much has been heard about the Poronai 
railway, but this is the first time a hint has 
been given that reconstruction, with more 
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agricultural labourer at 25 years of age worth 
2461. 7s. (say $1200) this being the estimate 
of his futare wages less the oost of his main- 
tenance.(*) In the case of the child there is 
a less loss than in that of the adult in the 
prime of life; in the case of the old man who 
dies past work there is an apparent gain. 
We say apparent, because in 6 model com- 
munity we must assume that death will only 
occur at a ripe old age slmost suddenly or 
after a very short illness consisting only of a 
failing of the vital powers. There is 8 wide 
difference between this and the deaths of the 
old as they are practically found to occur, 
often after years of valetudinarian life, which 
may swallow up in its cost to the state 
nearly all the wealth contributed to it 
by tho same individual in the days of 
his active manhood. We must not lose 
sight either of the greatest gains of all, 
those produced by the intellectual classes 
to whose ideas the state becomes eo much 
indebted for its progreas in the guidance of 
state affairs, the prevention of disease, the 
making and executing of laws, and in the 
arts and manufactures. Those who are most 
eminent and useful in these departments are 
too often cut off when their wisdom is just 
ripening, and their lives as a rale are most 
useful at their close. 


permanent works and new and heavier metals, 
will be necessary as soon as any traffic 
takes place. The general impression has 
hitherto been that the railway was, in all res- 
pects, complete, and a triumph of economi- 
cal constraction; now we begin to doubt 
whether any active and intelligent engineer 
could not, under similar circumstauces, c- 
complish the building’ of 2 similar railway for 
asimilar cost, namely, $18,041 per mile. We 
do not for a moment doubt Mr. Crawrorp’s 
ability ; but we are free to confeas an exami- 
nation into the circumstances goes far to dim 
the somewhat brilliant light with which the 
first American railway in Japan has been 
surrounded ; and to lessen the force of the 
comparisons drawn by the American press at 
the cost of railways made under widely dif- 
ferent conditions ; costly, but permanent and 
good—thongh constructed by English not 
American engineers.—July 9. 


Biscellancons Articles. 


THE OOSTLINESS OF DISEASE. 
O* all the argaments in favour of sanitary 

reform probably the most convincing 
is that which appeals to the pocket. The 
gist of this argument is that, as in commerce 
honesty is the best policy in the long run, 80, 
in political economy, health, the economy of 
a nation’s lives, is eventually the happiest, 
the cheapest, and the most condacive to real 
prosperity. 

It is a great mistake to auppose that the 
chief destruction of lifo arises from wars, 
whether at home or abroad, or that disease 
causing # most fearful destruction of life, and 
entailing an enormous amount of suffering 
on the survivors, may not go hand ia hand 
with perfect political tranquillity, and an 
apeerends prosperous state of the country. 

his prosperity is apparent only becanse the 
deaths take place quietly in the homes of the 
people. The loss to the country, however, is 
‘ast the same when a man in the prime of 
life and strength dies, whether it be on the 
battlefield or in his own house. 

Setting aside for the present all conside- 
rations of humanity, and the imperative 
duty of tho state to protect the lives of its 
citizens, let us consider what is tho actual 
loas to the wealth of the country from sick- 
ness and death ? 

The wealth of a country consists primarily 
of the energy of its people, as shown in the 
varions forms of labour. ‘The qualities 
“Sof a people, their moral, intellectual, and 
“ physical natures are parts of their wealth. 
s Wit men are is a force of enormous power 
“in determining the amount of the wealth 
“they create."(1) It is obvious that » nation 
thinned by epidemics and depressed by the 
cares and loss of time attendant on a large 
disease-rate is not in a fair position to pro- 
gress rapidly in the arts of civilization. 
Suppose the prime of life to be that age 
at which the individual begins to repay to the 
state by his labour the cost of his previous 
maintenance. If he dies then the state loses 
all that profit which his subsequent labour 
wonld have added. Dr. Farr, Inte of the 
General Register Office, London, so well 
known by his papers in the regiatrar-general’s 
reports, considered the money value of the 
_ 

Q) Bonamy Price. Practical Political Economy 
p. 30, 


saving of life represents. 


Mr. Barpwin Lataam(’) makes the follow- 
ing eatimate for the town of Croydon. 


per 1000 
Average mortality from 1848 to 1855 
(8 years) 24, 
Average mortality from 1855 to 1875 


(20 years) . . 9,56 
Lives saved..... 4.47 
Population in 1848............ 19,168 
Population in middle of 1875 .. . 68,000 
Mean population from 1855 to 1875... 48,912 


Taking out of this mean population of 
48,912, the 4.47 per 1000, the lives saved, 


and maltiplying by the number of years, 20, 


we get 3926, the number of lives saved in 
that time; of these about $ or 2356 would 
be adults (over the age of 20). Of these pro- 
bably one-tenth would be infirm from age, 
who being deducted leave 2121 persons in 
the full vigour of life who have been saved. 

Now let us take the money cost which this 
his writer eati- 
mates the saving thus. 

Faneral expenses, each 51. 

“Saving by reason of escape from sick- 
“ness, with ita cost including the value of 
“labour which is lost. To be on the safe 
“side it may be taken, for every life saved 
“by sanitary works, twenty-five persons 
“ would escape sickness, and that £1 per case 
“would represent bat a moderate valne of 
“tho result, inclading loss of time, physic, 
“ medical, and other attendauce.” 

Value of fature labour by rescue from 
prematare death, mean per week 7s. 6d. 


3926 funerals at 51. each.. wee & 19,630 
3926x25=«98150 cases of sickness 
prevented at ll. each............... 98,150 


2121 labourers at 191. 10s. each for 
10 years (i.e. averaging the deaths 
to have been equally distributed 


during the 20 years) 418,995 


£581,875 


The .expenditare, on the other band, on 
works of public health in Croydon was as 
follows :— 


(2 Quoted by Baldwin Latham. Sanitary Engi- 
p. 12. 
(3) Sanitary Engineering p. 1s. 
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Purchase of freehold lands ......... £ 55,000 
Construction of waterworks ...... 80,000 
Construction of sewers, sewage 
irrigation works, public baths, 
abattoirs, and general improve- 


MONS oo. .eeeeceeeecreecsseereercereee 182,665 
267,665 
This deducted from .................. 581,875 


Leavetece...cccce cesssscvscsseseceseereee, £263,710 
“So that in the short space of twenty 
‘years a sum exceeding by 95 per cent. the 
“total expenditure for works executed and 
“the purchase of freehold property hee 
.“ resulted from the prosecution of sanitary 
“ measures.” 

Now let us take the case of the Japanese 
labourer, premising that the following calcu- 
lations are only of a rough and tentative kind, 
and that it is not attempted to prove by 
them more than this, that incapacity for 
work from sickness constitutes a very serious 
logs to the country, and one which it would 
be most wise economy to avoid. The money 
thus saved, it might be inferred by analogy, 
would be more than sufficient to constract 
the necessary sanitary works and establish a 
system of sanitary inspection. 

Turning to Consul-General Van Bougen’s 
report (*) we find that the daily wages among 
Japanese labourers vary as follows :— 


8 cents to 20 cents. 


oe) eee: ae 

oe ee lO ra yh Or iy 

yi ION 4620 

i 2 » » 50 4 
Farm hands. 15 , 20 , 


Let us take low average amount 15 
cents per day for unskilled laboor requiring 
no special training. This comes to $54.75 
per annum. 

We find the cost of clothing per annam 
estimated at not more than $5.00 
Rent at about .... «. 8.00 
Food estimated roughly at 25.00 


$54.75—$38.00 leaves 16.75 

So that, after paying for bare subsistence, 
the labourer contributes abont $16 per an- 
num to the general wealth of the nation. 
This, however, must not be considered as 
profit until the primary expense of his rear- 
ing is deducted. Let us suppose that for the 
first 12 years of life he earns nothing, and 
that the cost of his subsistence is about two- 
thirds of that of an adult, say $25; that from 
the age of 12 to that of 20 his earnings are 
equivalent to his maintenance ; then to repay 
the cost of his rearing to the age of 12, 
(which amounts to $300) he mast work with- 
out o day’s illness for nearly 19 years. By 
that time he will be 89 years of age. If he 
dies before that age he will, as a state wealth- 


producing unit, have only been an abortive! P 


one, and his death represents a bad debt in- 
curred by the state. 

Daring the last four months of 1877 (5) 
7,967 persons died from choleraic diseases in 
Japan. If we take about half of these, say 3,900 
as being labour-producing adults earning 15 
centa per day, their deaths represent a yearly 
loss of labour equivalent in wages to $213,525. 
This should be multiplied by the avernge 
expectation of life in ordinary times to give 
the total loss to the country. We are not 
aware of any statistics to show what that 


(4) Labour in Japan. Report by Consul-General 
Van Buren. 1881. 

(5) Report on choleraic diseases, by the director 
of the Central Sanitary Bureau, Tokio. 


expectation may be, but surely 15 years 
would not be a very excessive estimate. 
This makes the amount, $3,202,875. No 
reckoning is made in this estimate for the 
interest of money, yet 20 years must elapse 
before 3,900 fresh labourers can be reared. 

Besides those 7,967 persons who died there 
were 5,748 who were attacked but recovered. 
If the loss of time for labour be computed on 
the same basis for these at an average of at 
least three days each at 15 cents per day, we 
have an additional loss of $5,168.70. Two 
dollars would, we believe, be a moderate esti- 
mate for a Japanese funeral. The total 
loss represented in money for one year of 
such an epidemic would be :— 


Value of labour lost by deaths ... $3,202,875 
Value of labour lost of say 2,875 


persons, by sickness ........ ... 1,294 
7,967 funerals at $2 each ......... 15,934 
$3,220,103 


During the year 1879 nearly 150,000 persons 
were attacked by choleraic diseases, of whom 
100,000 died. If we take about half of these, 
say 50,000, as being labour-producing adults 
earning 15 cents per day (or $54.75 per 
annum), their deaths represent yearly loss 
of labour equivalent in wages to $2,737,500. 
This should be multiplied by the average 
expectation of life in ordinary times to give 
the total loss to the country, and it would be 
as well to deduct from it half one year's 
wages as representing the average of wages 
gained before death occurred 


Thas ........ . $2,787,500 x 15 = $41,062,500 
Less......c0000e ecesteeeestaes cones 1,868,750 


$39,193,750 


Add to this the lost wages of 
ard half (ie. 25,000) those 
who recovered, estimated at 
15 cents a day for three days 

Two dollars each for funerals. 

The total loss, then, in money 
for one year of such an 
epidemic would be, 

Value of labour lost by deaths $39,193,750 

» of labour lost by sickness 11,250 

100,000 funerals at $2 each...... 200,000 


Total ......... $39,405,000 

No reckoning is made in this estimate for 
the interest of money, yet twenty years must 
elapse before these 50,000 labourers can be 
veplaced. 

Summing up these results, we find that 
the real loss to the state is the wealth which 
these adult labourers would have produced 
had their lives been prolonged to the full 
average expectation of fifteen years taken 
as the mean duration of life for all ages from 
20 to 89. That wealth, less the proportion 
which would have been consumed by the 
roducer, is estimated, as shown above, at 
$16.75 yearly per head. The two choleraic 
epidemics referred to in this article, putting 
on one side all incidental expenditure and 
loss necessitated by sickness and death, have 
deprived the nation of 538,900 wealth- 
producing units, requiring twenty years to 
replace, each worth to the state $16.75 per 
annum; the real net loss is, therefore, 
$13,098,625. 


Rough and approximative as the above 
figares may be, we fancy no one will deny 
that there is a great loss annually to this 
country from preventible disease, however 
difficult it may be to estimate the amount. 
And althongh this loss is most obvious in 
times of epidemics yet to lesuer extent it is 
always going on.—July 16. 


NAVIGATION LAWS AND SHIPPING. 


W* recently reprinted a paper from 


the North American Review entitled ~ 


“Shall Amerioans own ships?” ‘Chis ad- 
mirably written paper, like many other con- 
tributions to that excellent review, is com: 

in language of such rare perspiouity that to 
attempt to convey the point in fewer words 
than are contained in the original, seems 
mere impertiner.ce. All those interested in 
questions of such great importance will do 
well to read Professor Sumner's paper de- 
monstrating that if ship-owning is a profit- 
able industry it will be undertaken by the 
people and made to flourish wholly indepen- 
dent of all government subsidies or protec- 
tive laws: if, on the contrary, the under. 
taking is not natarally remanerative, sab- 
sidies and laws are alike powerless to raise 
up an industry which can only flourish, like 
an exotic, in a costly artificial atmosphere, 
perishing the moment it is exposed to the 
free air of competition. ; 

The arguments from time to time adduced 
by Japanese defenders of the coast monopoly 
are three in number. 1 Encouragement of 
home shipbuilding, and the formation of a 
native merchant navy. 2. A training school 
for seamen to be used, when the emergency 
arises, for national defence. 3. The sovereign 
right of Japan to the control of her own 
coast trade. For the furtherance of these 
objects the law rigidly closes every port in 
Japan, with five exceptions, to foreign vessels : 
refuses permission to a Japanese subject to 
charter for his own use, and under conditions, 
any vessel owned by others than Japanese 
subjects; and endeavours to supply the great 
wants of the farmers for cheap carriage by 
founding an official company sufficiently 
strong to prevent all native competition. 
The result of this policy is that shipbuilding 
is not encouraged and the tonnage of the 
merchant navy is diminishing: that the 
number of seamen employed is too limited 
to be of any service whataoever for national 
defence; while the “sovereign right” is 
exercised to exclude the formation of that 
which is indispensably necessary to the ex- 
tension of the nation’s commerce. 

No excuse need be made for pointing 
out to the Japanese people the mistaken 
legislation which has a direct tendency to 
defeat the objects it professes to have in 
view; and as the example of the United 
States has frequently been quoted by sup- 
porters of the policy of Japan we pur- 
pose to reproduce some few passages from 
the speech of Senator Beck, prefacing 
a resolution for the repeal of those laws 
which are now admitted to be highly in- 
jurious to the mercantile marine of the 
United States. Senator Brox’s argamente 
are directed against the laws which prohibit 
the registration of vessels built abroad 
though owned and manned by Americans ; 
those argamente seem to us perfectly sound, 
and to apply with equal force to the law of 
Japan which prohibits the use of chartered 
foreign vessels, though for Japanese purposes 
solely, and under conditions eminently favour- 
able to the nation. We must confine our 
quotations to those passages which relate to 
the influence of the navigation laws upon 
national defence and commerce ; for, in com- 
mon with a large majority, we hold that this 
country can never be prosperons until all 
restrictions npon the conveyance of her com- 
modities are removed. Japan, like the Uni- 
ted States, is essentially an agricultaral 
country, and, in the words of Senator Becx:-—— 
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“The problem, in the proper solution of 
which we are more interested than any other 
people, is how to reach the markets of the 
world with our products at the least cost.” 

Following Senator Bsck, making those 
changes necessary to apply his arguments 


to Japan, we say that all men know 
the whole cost of carriage is paid by the pro- 
ducer. Ifa merchant here proposes to buy a 
cargo of wheat or rice to sell in China, his 
first step is to learn at what he can sell it 
for there, what it will cost to transport it 
from Japan te the port of sale, insurance, 
interest, and a reasonable profit. These items 
are made into one sum and deducted from 
the selling price ; the residue ia all the mer- 
chant can afford to pay to the producer. 
Freight on agricultural products bears a 
large proportion to their value: when, there- 
fore, the normal freight payable is exceeded, 
the producer is. deprived of his profit; and 
this is carried so far in Japan that the rate 
of freight, unchecked by competition, com- 
pels the producer to part with his property 
ata loss, or let it rot on the ground which 
produced it. The position is simply this. 
The Japanese people cannot charter a cheap 
Japanese ship for the convincing reason that 
there are no cheap Japanese ships; and if a 
foreign ship is ready to carry from Akita to 
Canton for 40 cente per koka, and a Japan- 
ese built ship demands $1.50 for the same 
work, the producer must pay the $1.50 or 
let his goods go to waste. What is to be 
done under such circumstances P 


“ There are but two courses to pursne. One 
is to adopt the principles of a semi-civilised 
and impose restrictions upon commerce, 
which will be sure to cause retaliatory mea- 
sures by other nations; the other is to be 
in accord with the pro of the age, and 
remove the restrictions that already exist, a 
relic of former days.” 

If the effect of American laws on the 
nursery for sailors to man her fleet has any 
point whatever, it is one peculiarly applicable 
to Japan. One of the primary objects of 
confining the coast trade to Japanese owned 
shipping is to train seamen who may when 
required be drafted into the navy. This 
argument has been used over and over again 
by American statesmen. Mr. Beck says :— 

“Worse for us than all else, our policy of 
maintaining absurd, obsolete navigation laws 
which we copied from England, but whch she 
abandoned years ago, has not only enabled her 
to quadruple her commercial marine in the 
last twenty years, but we foolishly furnish her 
with the principal means of support for her 
legions of trained sailors, the men upon whom 
she relies, to humiliate, if not to crush us, in 
event of war. Where are oars. Where are 
the trained sailors of whom we were so 

roud in the days of our maritime greatness ? 
Eogland and other maritime nations know 
equally well that sailors cannot be trained in 
a day nora year. They know that we have 
none now. Mere questions of individual 
profit are too insignificant to be considered 
when national power, prosperity, and supre- 
macy are involved, as they are in this great 
problem.” ‘ 

Those who endeavoured to destroy the 
effect of Mr. Beck’s powerful speech failed, 
but Mr. Becg’s resolution was ordered to lie 
on the table; while a counter resolution, 
brought forward by Mr. Braine, was referred 
to the committeo on finance. The provisions 
of that resolution almost surpass belief. They 
are simply and briefly to maintain the exist- 
ing state of things, and to “encourage” the 
building of “American ships, of Amorican 
qoaterials, and by American mechanics, which 


shall be commanded by citizens of the 
United States, and be manned by crews of 
whom at least three-fourths are American 
citizens.” These conditions fulfilled, the 
spirited owners are to receive, and the 
people burdened with the ships are to pay, 
in the shape of mail subsidies, ‘80 dollars 
per nautical mile per annum for the distance 
one way for twelve round trips per annum, 
45 dollars for twenty-four trips and 60 dol- 
lars for forty-eight trips! "—July 23. 
AMERIOAN VIEWS OF PROTECTION. 
TS his most able speech before the Senate, 

Mr. Beck made some terrific onslanghts 
on protection, which were but imperfectly 
and weakly encountered by Senators BLaIne 
and Morriy. Referring to the taxes levied 
ov shipowners and others for the protection 
of the shipbuilder, Mr. Beck said :— 

“ Protection cannot be extended to the 
foreign-carrying trade ; its operations are all 
beyond onr jurisdiction. It is enough to 
show, in order to ask for cheap ships, that 
American shipowners cannot be protected in 
their foreign business, and can only compete 
when they are allowed to own ships which 
cost them no more than those owned by 
their competitors. 

“ England did not hesitate to repeal her 
navigation laws in 1849. When she needed 
cheap ships she bought them from ua, 
manned them with her own sailors, earned 
and pocketed the freights, and never sup- 
posed that she was either degraded or humi- 
liated as a maritime power by repealing the 
navigation laws in Cromweti’s time 
ander altogether different conditions, and 
when different ideas as to the relations of 
nations to each other prevailed. There is no 
sentiment in business. 

“Tt is a most remarkable fact that, despite 
the boasts that have been made that iron 
ships can be built at the same price in this 
country as on the Clyde, there is not a single 
iron sailing ship under our own flag. While 
all other nations are privileged to buy in the 
cheapest market, we are excluded, and for 
the purpose, we are told, of protecting 
American industry. 

“ A most impressive fact with reference to 
our trade with Europe is that the grain fleet 
despatched from New York last year num- 
bered 2,987 vessels carrying 102,312,568 
bushels of grain, of which 1,075 were steamers 
carrying 42,000,000 bushels, the remaining 
1,822 being sailing vessels carrying 60,000,000 
bushels. All of this tonnage includes not 
one American steamer, and only seventy-four 
American sailing vessels.” 

American inter-port trade is confined to 
American owned ships; a rule copied by 
Japan. All American porte are open to the 
world; a rule not copied by Japan. Amoeri- 
can navigation laws were framed to force the 
carrying trade into the hands of American 
shipowners, which is the intention of the 
Japancse Inw for Japanese shipowners. Had 
the American laws bad the desired effect of 
driving foreign vessels away from American 
ports, only ono-fiftieth part of the grain 
shipped in New York in 1880 could have 
been delivered to the purchaser. That is the 
position of Japan at the presont momont. 

Protection has the samo effect upon other 
branches of trade as it has upon shipping. 
Mr. Beck, in dealing with the problem of 
how to place American products on the 
markets of the world, says :— 

“Our abominablo protective tariff system 
not only adds 40 per cont. to the cost of our 


products, but prevents our people from en- 
gaging in producing manufactures to any 
great extent beyond what can be consumed 
at home. Why? Because the moment their 
producta leave our shores they come into 
unprotected competition with free’ 

manufactured from free materials, by cheap 
labonr ; so that agriculture is and must con- 
tinue to be the pursnit followed by a large 
majority of our people, and the relative pro- 
portion must increase year by year.” _ 

The point of this is, that protected indus- 
tries prevent the people from buying their 
products in a cheap market ; while free 
prevent the protected manufacturer from 
exporting. 

“Unlike the ship on the ocean our machi- 
nery does not pretend to compete with for- 
eign machinery or foreign labour or capital, 
thoagh able to do so; it is protected by law 
against all outside interference; its owners 
are content to monopolize the home market; 
congressional authority guards it through 
tariff taxation against foreign competition ; 
its owners are content to surrender to other 
nations the trade of all the rest of the world 
for the privilege of extorting exorbitant 
prices for its products from 50,000,000 of 
people in the United States.” 

Protection, in whatever light it is viewed, 
leads up to one invariable conclusion, namely, 
that it is one-sided and unjust. A certain 
uumber of people found industries and work 
them at a dead loss, which an unwise legisla- 
tare compels a free people to bear. That 
such industries are a vationsl loss is clearly 
proved by the certainty that, once outside of 
the protective influence, the goods of mono- 
polists cannot be sold on equal terms with 
the goods of makers exposed to competition 
on all sides. Protectionists know this tho- 
roughly well; and every effort is made by 
them to keep up the burden upon their own 
people, because they are confident no‘one else 
will submit to it. ‘I'hat the genuine protec- 
tionist is animated by any patriotic spirit is 
generally denied, his policy being the out- 
come of pure selfishness. Thus, Mr. Becx.— 

“No dogradation is felt by the American 
machine-owner either in using foreign ma- 
chinery, or by driving out American by 
Chinese or other pauper labour when he can 
make money by it, notwithstanding tho 
horror he professes to feel when we propose - 
to allow our people to buy cheap akin to 
reach foreign markets with the produce of 
our farms.” 


Professor SumNes says :— 


‘We boast a great deal of having a : free 
country. Onur orators shout themselves 
hoarse about liberty and freedom. Stop one 
of them, however, and ask him if he means 
free trade and free ships, and he will demur : 
No; not that. That will notdo. He isin 
favour of freedom for himself and his friends 
in those respect in which they want liberty 
against other people, but he is not in favour 
of freedom for other people against restraints 
which are advautageous to him and his 
political allies. He isin favour of freedom 
for those who are being oppressed—by some- 
body else; not for those who are being 
oppressed by himself.” 

Quite so. Your true protectionist is tho 
most powerful opponent of protection for any 
ono but himself. Mr. Carey, whom Mr. Beck 
quotes as uttering the sentiments of most of 
his class, said :— 

“The very best thing that could happen to 
the United States would be to bave the occan 
that rolls between tho two continents con- 
verted into a sea of fire so impassable, that if 
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Diyes were in Europe and Lazarus in Penn- 
sylvania, they could not under any circam- 
stances enter into commercial correspond- 
ence.” 

Our Japanese readers, many of whom are 
beginning to distinguish between the crooked 
and injurious policy of protection and the 
beneficent action of free commerce, will 
wonder that a people so enlightened as the 
Americans unquestionably are should submit 
to this state of things. Mr. Becx wonders 
also, but he strikes the key note by say- 


4 Steel rails with 28 dollars a ton protection 
against foreign invasion, and protection by 
patent against home competition, enables 
eleven corporations, whose product is over 
1,000,000 tons a year, to pocket 28,000,000 
dollars less the few millions they have to 
subscribe periodically for campaign-corrup- 
tion funds, in order to secure power to the 
party that maintains their privileges, which 
protection provides little or no revenue to 
support the government, and gives no relief 
to the tax-payers.” 

A power mightier than protectionists have 
yet dreamed of. is fast growing up; and the 
day is not far distant when Americans will 
arise and with irresistible force put an end to 
an abuse which isa never-ending source of 
ridicule against a power that claims to be 
free. When that time comes where will the 
protectionists be P—July 23. 


Beports. 


THE TOKIO DAIGAKU. 


Arad who bave the welfare of Japan 
at heart watch with interest the pro- 
gress education is making in the metropolis 
and the provinces. Foremost in the rank of 
educational institutions is the Tokio Daigaku, 
better known, perhaps, as the Kaisci-gaku, 
the name having been but recently changed. 
It numbers among its teachers several forei; 
professors, whose capacity for the duties 
they have undertaken is well known; and, 
also, the most able scholars that Japan has 
yet produced; many of whom will un- 
doubtedly make their mark iu the history 
of this country. 

Saturday, the 9th instant, was the day 
sproines for the bestowal of degrees upon 
the students who had succeeded in graduat- 
ing, and the number of snccessful students 
nearly doubled those who passed the 
examination ‘at the end of the previous 
term, being sixty-nine ugaint thirty-cight, 
a fact well worthy of notice as demonstrat- 
ing the assiduity of the teachers and 
aptitude of the scholars. The graduates in 
law are nine, chemisty four, biology three, 
mechanical engineering two, civil engineering 
six, geology one, mining and metallurgy one, 
medicine twenty-eight, pharmaceutics nine, 
political economy and philosophy one, 
political economy and political philosophy 
two, philosophy and pulitical philosophy 
one, political philosophy and political economy 
one, Japanese and Chinese one. 

The grounds were tastefally decorated 
with festoons of lanterns; and in the 
evening the electric light was exhibited to 
the astonished gaze of an admiring multitude 
who lined the fences outside the grounds. 
The varicus experimental rooms and museum 
were thrown open to the public in the after- 
noon, The latter is place well worthy of 


inspection, as it probably contains the best 
collection of geological specimens in Japan, 
besides numerous antique articles which 
are both attractive and curious. 


The maseum building itself, though not very 
elegant in design, has the advantage of being 
ample in space for the successful showing of 
the thousands of exhibits which it contains. 
Entering through a turnstile—at which sits 
the official in charge of the musenm,—the 
visitor is attracted towards three or four show 
cases which stand in front of the entrance. 
Two of these cases contain numerous small 
samples of wood, cut into every conceivable 
design. the students of mathematics and 
geometry could think of. Turning to the 
right a case containing some very beautiful 
specimens of geology stands perpendicular 
with the wall. Here are garnets set, as it 
were, in brilliant mica ; a magnificent agate, 
an opal of large size in its crade state, with 
@ crust resembling in appearance a piece of 
charred wood, besides numerous specimens 
of copper, coal, and other minerals with 
which every person is more or less familiar. 
In other cases there are smaller specimens of 
geology, put up in homeopathic doses, in 
small bottles tightly corked and numbered. 
On the top of each case are some large stones 
such as smoked quartz, silicified wood-opal, 
quartz alum, various kinds of marble, an un- 
crystallized translucent variety of quartz. 
In the cases are*fair sized specimens of 
sulphur, crystals, silver ore, galenite, blenda, 
malachite, jasper, mica, talc, and others too 
numerous to particularize, but all worthy 
of inspection. 

Passing through a door-way the visi- 
tor enters o long narrow room, filled 
with show cases containing specimens of 
geology. Atone end hangs a photograph 


of the movements of the earth during the: 
earthquake of March 8th, 1881, which occur- * 
red at 12.20 p.m.,as photographed from the! 


glass plate of professor Ewing's seismograph. 
The plate is said to have been making one 
revolution in seventy-eight seconds, and the 
record extends over two complete revolutions. 
The walls of this room are hung with paint- 
ings, two of which represent the upper and 
lower extremities of the Zermatt glacier, 
another an eruption of Vesuvius as seen from 
Naples on the 22nd October, 1822: an oru 
tion of Oshima as witnessed on the 20th 
January 1877. 

Running parallol with this room is ano- 
ther of equal dimensions, filled with fossil 
remains of various animals, inclading the jaw 
bones of a gigantic mastodon. There are also 
shella, though not in very great variety. 

Ascending a winding staircase the visitor 
is ushered into another long room, in which 
are fish preserved in spirits, butterflys per- 
forated with pins, skeletons of large and 
small animals, birds, reptiles; crabs of all 
sorts and sizes, stuffed frogs of immense size, 
a squirrel, lizards, and a rather puny 
specimen of a wallaby. Another room is 
filled with woods of various kinds, seeds, old 
pottery, fragments of cooking utensils, stone 
axes in great variety, flint arrow points, 
bronze spear heads and numerous other 
things, all valnable to the student. In another 
room are specimens of the various kinds of 
clay used in the mannfacture of porcelain, 
some exhibits of foreign pottery including 
Rockingham and Majolica ware, a blue jug 
from Can’s factory New York, also parian 
busts of Shakespeare and Grant, floor tiles, 
plain and coloured. In another part of the 
building are models of light-houses, break- 
waters, railways, oranes, bridges, docks, 
water-wheels, dc. 


'P- | regard for the law. 


The museum is excellently arranged and 
well repays an inspection. 

At seven o’clock p.m. the presentation of 
diplomas took place in the lecture hall of the 
university, which was literally crowded with 
the stndents and their friends. The ceremony 
was commenced by the president, Mr. H. Kato, 
addressing the students and presenting the 
graduates with their diplomas, after which a 
student, Mr. Suzuki, replied, saying :— 


GENTLEMEN :—You have instituted the ceremony 
of this evening on our account, and have conferred 
upon us an honourable degree. What honour can 
exceed that which we enjoy on this present occa- 
sion? That we, without any claim to such assict- 
ance, have been permitted to enjoy the advantages 
of @ university education, is due to the magnani- 
mity of his Majesty the Mikado; and that we 
have successfully reached the end of the prescrib- 
ed course of study, we are deeply indebt to the 
cordial support and encouragement of the directors 
of this institution, and to the untiring efforts of 
the professors. While we rejoice, we do not 
forget the goal of life bas not yet been reached, 
and we muat still move on in order to retain what 
we have already gained. After blossoming there 
yet remains for herbs and trees to ripen their 
fruit; neglected for a single morning their 
blogsoms may wither, or their fruite be ted. 

inst such a result we must be on our guard. 

e have now simply blossomed; what our fruits 
are to be, the future must determine. By per- 
sistent effort we trust that the blossoms may be 
saved and that they may ripen into glorious fruit. 
It is our earnest hope that the Directors and Pro- 
fessors will not cease to cherish the -will 
which they have thus far shown us, and that they 
will follow us in the future with the same interest 
they have manifested for us in the years now 
ended. ‘ 

With these words, gentlemen, we offer our most 
sincere thanks for the honour of the present occa- 
sion. 

Dr. Hatoyama then delivered an address 
of great eloquence, keeping his audience 
‘entranced for over three quarters of an hour. 
We regret our inability to publish this 
gentleman's speech in full, as it was delivered 
extempore and in the Japanese language. 
‘The doctor dwelt npon the “ efficiency of law,” 
touching upon the power of the law in 
civilizing the world, and drawing a graphic 
picture of the condition of those countries 
where the people are savage and recognise no 
law, and of the horrible scenes which shook 
France to its very centre during the revolu- 
tion of 1789, when the people threw. pff all 
This state of affairs Dr. 
Hatoyama compared with the happy conditiou 
of those countries where the people are 
governed by good and effective laws, giving 
illustrations from all parts of the world. By 
an easy transition the speaker thon took his 
hearers to conntries where there is ‘too 
mach :" where laws regarding the 


law : 
religions tenets of the people are so severe © 
as to amount to persecution: where laws 
interfere with the legitimate commerce of the 
people : where laws foster an exorbitant sys- 
tem of usury, fix the prices of merchandise, 
and the rates of wages. The learned doctor 
then commented on “laws infringing upon 
the freedom of thought.” Here the speaker, 
turning round so as to face several prominent 
members of the cabinet who were seated in 
the hall, attacked the policy of the govern- 
ment in fearless and fluent language. The 
doctor concluded his address,—in the course 
of which he was frequently interrupted by 
the applause of the audieuce—by a few part- 
ing words to the graduating students. 


Professor Honghton was the next to ad- 
dress the students. He said :— 

Mr. PrestpEnt AND GENTLEMEN.—The occasion . 
that calls us together gives an unmistakable direc- 
tion to the current of our thoughts. We are all 
irresistibly led to think of the future. A goodly 
number OF: young men from all parts of Japan have 
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just completed, in spite of all obstacles, the highest 
and most elaborate course of study that their native 
land affords. I take great pleasure, my young 
friends and pupils, in adding my congratulations 
to those of your many well-wishers, and consider 
myself fortunate in having an opportunity of say- 
ing something to you at this turning-point of your 
lives. And it is, indeed, a great turning-point— 

ter perhaps than many of you will meet again. 

‘our life of pupilage is over. Henceforth you are 
to take your places, not among the taught, but, in 
the highest sense, among the teachers. And while 
this is true of all who in any country leave the 
college of their training, it is ina peculiar sense 
true of you young Japanese in ‘Young Japan. You 
are orientals brought up as occidentals. You are, 
for better or worse, committed to a new and 
strange system. You are the apostles of a new 
faith, end the responsibility that rests upon you, 
corresponds with the unique character of your 
position. 

Foreigner as I am, comparative stranger still to 
Japanese modes of thought and ways of looking at 
the world, I am well aware that I have little claim 
to act the part of your adviser. Ihave not the 
Presumption to think myself capable of laying 

fore you a scheme of Japanese domestic and 
foreign policy. Such an attempt would be as 
much beyond my powers as it would be inappro- 

riate at this time. Recognizing that you know 
lar better than I ever can, the details of wat is 
Piacticable: or impracticable in Japanese society, I 
intend to throw out only a few general hints, 
which—if they do not prove to be of much use 
‘to you—will at least indicate my cordial good 
will and sympathy with you in the great work 
your country will demand of you during the next 
thirty, forty or Stty years. 

The position of the graduates of this university, 
as I have already said, is anomalous. Your coun- 
try’s condition is anomalous. Your fathers w-re 
born into a society secluded, calm and sleeping. 
The despotic policy of centuries had shut them off 
from the bustle, the anxieties,—yes, and the strife 
of western progress. They cared nothing for it, 
for they knew nothing of it. In serene self-com- 
placency, they were living on, absorbed in their 

jeasant dreams, though the night was far spent. 

ut suddenly all is changed. The booming of 
Perry's cannon thrills the sleepers. The dawa 
ins. The evil things of the night, in their 
trepidation, offer but a half-hearted resistance to 
the resolute attack of the newly-awakened people. 
With surprising rapidity the land is cl 
evils that other nations have spent centuries in 
uprooting. The sun of civilisation begins to 
ine; and here you find yourselves in the bright 
morning of the “ Land of Ganrise.” Your fathers 
have pulled down the old edifice and have be; 
to bi @ new one in a different style. Thoy 
have most emphatically that the old 
aystem was bad and that the western view of 
human society is in the main the right one. 
‘Westerners, of course, think it is the right one. 
The authorities of this university evidently think 
-80 too; and you, by putting yourselves under their 
direction for a series of years have shown, in the 
clearest manner, your a] val of Occidentalism. 
The overthrow of an old order And the establish- 


ment of a new one in ite place is no new event in 
history. Many nations have passed th: ‘sttdh. 
a revolution. But what makes the case of Japan 


‘go remarkable is the astonishing suddenness of the 
ovérthrow and the complete contrast between the 
old and the new systems. The ideas at the bottom 
of the two are totally different. The old aimed at 
repose, or, a8 you would now call it, stagnation ; 
while the new aims at improvement through un- 

remitting activity. The old was aristocratic aid 
feudal ; the new industrial and essentially popular. 
In a word, the two systems are as opposite to each 
other as the sides of the globe t are their 
homes. Out of this unlikeness spring great diffi- 

. culties. The first impulse naturally is to introduce 

in a wholesale, mechanical way all sorts of institu- 
tions which western countries especially prize. “I 
shall not venture upon the dangerous ground of 
litics, I shall let others decide on the adapta- 
Einty to Japan of the western representative 
system, jury system, plans of coUperation etc. 
Army ahd navy, railroads, telegraphs and steam- 
ships, I shall not attempt to discuss. These are 
all things of gest importance, but there is no 
danger that they will be neglected. Rather, per 
, haps, the danger lies in their being too exclusivdly 
thought of, while more fundamental matters may 
vuffer neglect. I k as a foreigner, but it 
seems to me that the graduates of this university 
have, just now, more im t matters on hand 
even than politics and that in this respect you 


would do wisely to “ let -well-enough alone.””’ The 
seeds of that civilisation which we all approve of 
have sprang up and the tender plants are doing 
well. A turmoil of the elements would surely 
injure them. They are too young and delicate to 
endure the storms of strife inde’ itely prolonged. 
Besides, there are external dangers. ‘ould it not 
be better to foster the precions growth and spread 
it far and wide until the whole land shall bloom 
with its beauty ? 

No,—in this age of formation and transition, you 
will have to a the noble part of diffusers of 
knowledge. You have lighted your torches at the 

at western blaze and it becomes your solemn 
Fat to carry the light into every nook and eorner 
of the land. How are you going to do this, do 
youask? That isa question for you to answer; 
and here you will find ample scope for originality. 
Most nations have borrowed much of their civilisa- 
tion. Greece was largely indebted to the East; 
Rome still more to Greece, and the modern western 
nations to Rome and to each other in turn. But 
each has developed the same material in its own 
way and adapted it to its own conditions. There 
is much external, coat-and-trouser resemblance 
amohg them, especially since the means of com- 
munication have become so complete. But each 
has preserved its own individuality, its own national 
traits. Why should not Japan do this? The 
traditions of 2500 years area heritage not to be 
lightly cast aside. By general consent they con- 
tain much that is admirable. On the other hand 
no one contends that everything connected with 
the western system is admirable. Here then is 
the problem :—to retain what is good in the old, 
to select what is good in the new and to combine 
it all into one harmonious, practical whole, that 
shall, without doing violence to the rooted convioc- 
tions of the people, gently bring them up toa 
higher plane. This isa great work; sufficient to 
occupy the best energies of the best minds in the 
world, and the successfal accomplishment of it, 
which we all so fervently hope for, will entitle its 
promoters to lasting fame and the gratitude of all 
nations, —~ 

But experience shows that those who would 
succeed in grand undertakings must make great 
sacrifices. In acting the part of diffusers and 
assimilators of knowledge most of you will have to 
make one sacrifice which + may seem a hardship. It 
will scarcely be possible to assimilate and create at 
the same time. There will be little opportunity 
for the present generation tv labor at the confines 


of | of haman knowledge. The proud title of “‘ Master df 


thoge who know ” is one which circumstances pre- 
vent you from working for. Original investigation 
must largely be relinquished. Selection, combiuation 
‘and adaptation will demand your attention chiefly. 
There is abundant evidence in Japanese history 
that this has been done well in the past. Nature 
has placed these islands in such a position that 
their inhabitants have been obliged to borrow and 
adapt the ideas and practices of the neighbouring 
continent. How thoroughly they have made them 
their own is obvious toall. At the same time 
necessity has bred here a remarkable aptitude for 
the very thing needed, and hence it happens that 
you find yourselves extraordinarily equipped for 
the extraordinary work before you. 

It is impossible to find a parallel to the preseat 
Ispanese h. Other nations have borrowed 
ideas and istitations sabstantially in harmony 
with theirown. Their borrowings, too, though of 
‘immense importance, have had reference, princi- 
pally, to social and literary polish and refinement. 
“Captive Greece,” says Horace, “ took captive her 
flerce conquer and brought arte into rude La- 
tium.” Italy, at the Renaiseance, exerted a similar 
influence over the other nations of Europe. That 


‘remote period when China and Korea began to 


exert such a powerful influence over Japan seems 
to be the nearest approach to the present state of 
things. Yet there are great differences. Japan 
was by no means so far advance a Hhogsend. or 
more years as she was thirty years ago. More- 
over, JNerything img from the neigh! 

continent ‘was ly assimilated by a people of 
similar in-‘and ‘surroundings. It was a com- 
paratively simple matter. There was one model 
and that close by, possassing kindred manners and 
customs. The ideas and practices brought over 
had been generated in eastern air and soil. They 
were ‘hardly foreign and the transplanting was 
easy. But toa mate the east and the west— 
the spirit of eager, active utilitarianism with that 
of calm, imaginative, moral speculation, is clearly 
@ very serious task. Then, too, there are half a 
dozen nations, each with its own phase of the 
western system, each, of course, claiming that its 
own institutions are the best, and holding them up 


41 


before you for adoption. The only wise course to 
pursue is the one that’has been pursued, siamely, 
the eclectic, —which chooses the most desirable fea- 
tures from all, taking account of the tenacity’ of 
long-cherished ideas and of the injurioas effect of 
sudden and violent changes. 

Put in this general way, this may appear simple 
enough, but the difficulty is to deal with 
cases, Here you will find use for all and more 
than all the training you have received. Perbaps 
you will find that there is a great denl to learn 
outside of the books of philosophy and science 
from which you have derived your knowledge. 
“To make judgment wholly by the rules of books,” 
says Bacon, “is the humor of ascholar.” ‘ Studies 
perfect nature, and are perfected by experi- 
ence.” It is simply impossible for ig men 
to be versed at once in books and in practical 
life. Books at best show us how to interpret 
some of the facts of experience. But it is of 
immense importance to us to have theee facts 
interpreted and put in due relation with ethers 
and with themselves—hence the great value of 
books. In your case, owing to the exceptional 
circumstances, experience will be ahnost your only 
guide. You cannot tell how any given plan will 
work until you try it and many of your most 
fondly cherished plans will possibly fail. Bat, 
according to a trite saying, men may grow wise 
through failure, and even if you do not succeed 
at laat, you will have the satisfaction of feeling 
that you have done what yeu could and that your 
efforts can never be wholly lost. 

What I have eaid might be taken as addressed 
to those of you who may in futare occupy posi- 
tions uf public trust and governmental respon- 
sibility. Some of you will, no doubt, ocoupy such 
positions. Such will have especially favorable op- 
portunities of promoting the national progress. 

ut I wish particularly to remind you that, with- 
out being a ‘public officer, a man can labor very 
effectively for the welfare of his country. One of 
the glories of the very system which you are seck- 
ing to establish here, is the great scope that it 
affords to, and the dependence it places upon, 
every kind of private enterprise. This is the 
leaven that leavens the otherwise ineet popular 
mass. It is the chief source of wealth and pros- 
perity. It is what makes such goveramente as 
those of Great Britain and the United States pos- 
sible and successful. It is one of the principal teste 
of national advancement. It has been the making 
of the west and I hope it may prove the renewing 
of Japon and of the oriental world. There are 

ly encouraging aigns that private individuals 
here are catching this spirit. It is something 
which every individual among you can aid in ex- 
tending and that too with assurance of co: 
tively speedy and certainly beneficial results. 
Through the press, social, acientific, literary and 
educational societies, you can make your influence 
felt in whatever part of the country you may live. 
Statistics show that the number of people in Japan 
who cannot read and write is smaller than in an: 
other country in proportion to the population. It 
is only 10 per cent.; while in Germany even it is 
12; iu the United States 20, England 33, France 
somewhat greater, China 60 and India 95. Here 
then is a fortunate fact for you who are to be 
diffusers of every species of knowledge. The soil 
is all ready to receive good seed. Sow it then 
broadcast and a rich harvest will reward you. 

You see that I take it for granted that you are in 
earnest for I believe you are. The spirit of patrio- 
tism, which, though at. titties mistaken and too 
narrowly sectional, has always animated the samu- 
rai class, and which illuminates many a dark page 
of Japanese history, is your noble inheritance. 
Cosmopolitan as your training has been, and liable 
on that account, as some of your countrymen 
have feared, to smother the sacred flame, I believe 
that it still burns as brightly as ever and only the 
more purely. Let me warn you, however, against 
what can smother it,—self indulgence can do it. 
For in that dissolution of the moral nature which 
self indulgence causes, patriotism, always rightly 
considered among the first of moral virtues, is 
sapped together with the man’s self-respect and 
there remains but the rubbish of a man. Upon 
the breaking-down of an old order of society, when 
many of the old moral checks ara destroyed, there 
is apt to ensne a period of laxity and eelfishness. 
Individualism, or rather egoism, seems to the 
short-sighted to be the onl: ing left to them, 
and this too often takes the form of unclean vico. 
It is greatly to the honor of this institution that 
at such a time the moral tone of its students is so 
high. In this respect, I am convinced that ‘!'okio 


® See Spofford's American Almanac, 6681, en 
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University compares very favorably with similar 
inetivations in The west. You have shown your- 
selves farsighted enough to see that the egoism 
of vioe,—the selfish indulgence in those immorali- 
ties that beset young men the world over—is 
ruinous to mind and body. But there is a higher 
and subtler form of individualism which is more 
likely to attract the best trained minds among 

. I mean the pursuit of study as an end in 
Tacit, the wrapping-up of yourselves in the mantle 
of self-culture, while you leave to others the irk- 
some task of diffusing knowledge among your 
count en. Perhaps, too, such a tendency might 
be strengthened by traditions of eastern scholar- 
ship. But your country has need of you. Every 
country needs its young men, but none so much as 
Japan now needs hers. The future of your coun- 
try rests largely with your generation. This is 
no time for mopers. Every head and every hand 
is needed. 


There will be discouragements. Masses of people 
move at best but slowly and those who try to move 
them are erally not credited with the best 
motives. ith your organization, writing, 
translating and exertions of every kind, you must 
be pre) d for waiting, self-questionings, mis- 
ande: i wilful and involuntary, attacks 
and sontrorernice: The seule cuyained may free 

ir meagre com with your expenditure 
FF vital energy. In the midat of such turmoil and 
vexation, the traditions of the Tokugawa period 
will have an additional charm. Whatever else the 
men of those days had or had not,—you will say,— 
they at least had rest! As one of you has happily 
expressed it, it will be to you as Paradise before 
the fruit of the tree of knowledge was tasted. But 
the fruit has been tasted. The gates of that para- 
dise, if such it was, are forever closed. The state 
of has been irrevocably exchanged for 
unrest. Itis the price we pay for progress. In 
your case not “ fame ” as Milton said, but patrio- 
tism must be ‘ 

“The spur that the clear spirit doth raise 

To acorn delights and live laborious days.” 


I have not hesitated to point out difficulties. You 
may think I have dwelt upon them too much. I 
certainly would not have you lose sight of them; 
neither would I have you overlook your advantages. 
Youth and vigor, the two most precious possessions 
in the world, are yours. And youth and vigor are 
nature’s weapons against difficulty. You are a cho- 
gen company and your surroundings are such that 
each intivitaal fas a much greater field of in- 
fluence and hence of usefulness than the college- 
bred men of other countries find. Having once 
broken so completely with the feudalism and 
prescription of the past, you will find the land 
clear of many obstacles that still threaten the 
peace of Europe. The experience of other coun- 
tries, if wisely taken advantage of, is your invalu- 
able aid, and the last results of the best thought 
of the world encounter less prejudice lere than in 
the very localities which gave them birth. The 
work itself is inspiring. It is nothing less than 
the welding together of the eastern and western 
worlds. You lead the van in the regeneration of the 
Orient by spreading here the only system that can 
redeem it. Wealth, prosperity, perfect national 
independence and true civilisation lie in the 

ular enlightenment that you must strive for. 
pee in your high endeavours, you have the hearty 
good ea of all good men. 


Professor Kikucu! was then introdaced and 
said :-— 

Guntiemen.—I address myself chiefly to the old 
and present students of the Tokio Daigaku. I lay 
claim tono great wisdom or depth of thought in my 
observations but such as they are, they are the 
result of my own experience and as such will find 
sympathy in some and will forewarn others. It 
is not many years since I myself stood in the 
position which some of you stand in to-day, and 
therefore the feeling that I speak of is mostly 
what you feel to-day. 

I trust that you will not think because you have 
received your diplomas, that your education is 
over. Ido not know how it ia in other d 
ments, but in my own the course provided by the 
university, is only just such as to introduce the 
students into the subject, not so much to teach them 
the subject but to let them see how much thore is to 
know, how much to discover, to point out how 
and where to study, and to give the necessary 
foundation for proceeding therein. What the 
university course does for any special science, is 
about equivalent to what reading and writing is to 
general knowledge. Let us remember what New- 
ton said:—" I do not know how I may appear to 


reason to believe that what is said of our race 
quickly developing and being better capable, when 
comparatively young, of grasping some of the high 
and comprehensive truths of science, yet will not 
develop to such an extent as will compare with an 
European or an American is also true. I cannot of 
course absolutely affirm that thisis so. But as far 
oa we have gone, e: 

‘is is true I say it is very disagreeable, and ac- 
cording to modern ecientific ideas I think that 
it is true. But of course this thought ought not 
to discourage us, and make us throw up our work, 


others but to my own self, I seem like a little body 


picking up pebbles by the shore of a vast impete- 
trable ocean of truth.” If it was so with Nerton, 
the discoverer of the law of gravitation, by which 
the economy of the whole universe may be said to 
have been explained, what must we, little pigmys, 
think of ourselves? It is therefore absolute! 
necessary that you should now proceed on the pa‘ 
pointed out to you and not turn away into bypaths 
and quit the road to science. Here we are met by 
a painful feeling, a fecling which however dis- 
agreeable it may be, we will do well to look in the 
face, for it will do us no good by shirking. You 
know that the animals, the lower they are in the 
scale of creation, arrive the sooner at brea 
Take a chicken just hatched, it is ready to 

out and pick food almost directly and v 
arrives at mavinity i and look at d which are 
not quite so quick in developing. You see how 
much slower a human being is in developing, 
but though the one arrives at maturity 
sooner, there is no comparison between them 
when fully developed. So it is with different 
races of man. Aino boys, I am told, are very 
quick and intelligent, but they stop at a certain 
stage and never get beyond that. e American 
Indian child does very well at the primary school 
but he can’t get beyond that, and when he goes 
back to his tribe he is as wild as ever. In Japan, 
this fact has been noticed. These words show that 
precocity is no criterion of the final development, 
or rather it isa proof of the lower degree of devel- 
opment. Now both in my own experience and 
that of my colleagues, I think our students would 
compare very favourably with those of any coun- 
try. Every one of the students sent out has done 
honour to Japan. But how shall we compare say 
ten or twenty years hence with those whom we 
have beaten or whom we could beat in our collegiate 
course? We call ourselves old men at forty; 
foreigners count themselves yet young at fifty. 

If, as modern science proves, the amount of our 
intellectual capacity depends upon the quantity and 
quality of brain-matter; if the ability of grasping 
complex ideas or higher oo-ordinations depends 
upon the constitution of the brain, and if the 
structure of the brain can o1 be changed’ by 
successive small increments which, like our differen- 
tial being, are infinitely small; if their accumula- 
tion produces a finite change; if it takes time to 
effect this change; then if all this be true we have 


soon 


rience confirms this idea, and 


but rather to make us work harder. I do not 
mean that every Japanese is inferior to every 
European or American. On the contrary, many 
Japanese are superior to many Euro 

and betwoen the lowest of both there is not very 


much to choose. But I mean the highest type of 
one is necessarily inferior to the highest type of 
the other. But they did not arrive at this stage at 


once: it was only by centuries and centuries of 
hard work and toil. If so, then must we also 
labour to come up to them. Who knows how soon 

we may be able to come up to them? 
There are many other things which I must speak 
to 


of as standing in the way of our proceeding 

perfect ourselves in our studies, the first I may 
mention is the wantof p r instruments, and 
of books of reference. In all the higher studies, 
frequent references have to be made not only 
to books but to pamphlets, magazines, and trans- 
actions of various scientific societies. Any im- 
portant discoveries or independent researches come 
out in this form, and often there is no other way 
of getting at them. Now of such works of refer- 


ence we have no supply or scar any. Some 
of these defecta can be remedied by ordering 
them abroad and carrying on exchanges &c. ex- 
tensively. Others can only be obtained at the sales 


of large libraries and for these it is necessary to 
have some one always on the look-out. ‘I'o do this 
is the duty of the Mombusho for we have no time, 
as we have all to earn our bread and butter. In 
Europe and America, men after they have graduat- 
ed continue their education for many years longer. 
We are all men without property, and we have got 
to live. Besides we mature soon: In and 
America, the students are either rich or provision 
is made by means of fellowships and acho! ips, 


to the spirit of 
this spirit, without the knowl 
standing of which the successful treatment of 
disease is quite impossible. And along with this 


There is a lack of ¢; pathy with us, and an 
apathy in criticising. Judicious criticism tends to 
make us more careful and more eager: rivalry 
makes us more diligent. There is a general want 
of scientific spirit: in daily conversation, in news- 

rs, in novels, in everything: just like our 

g interest in politics. As the graduates gra- 
dually become imbued with the importance of these 
truths, this evil will decrease gradually. I there- 
fore ask of you to be one of the little band of workers 
in the field of science: little now but gradually 
growing larger and larger, penetrating into every 
class of society and diffusing a scientific spirit 
everywhere. 


Dr. Baelz said :— 


GENTLEUEN :—As one of the foreign teachers at 
this medical school I should like to address a few 
words to the young doctors who have this day re- 
ceived their diplomas. 

On the meaning of to-day’s proceedings in general 
so much that is excellent has been said already 
that it is not necessary for me to say anything 
about them; and soI can go directly to my subject. 

I turn especially towards you, gentlemen, whom 
I have had the pleasure for several years of calling 
my scholars, and whom I see here for the last time 
in great numbers. After the many flattering 
remarks which you have heard to-day, an earnest 
word is also appropriate. And even if what 
I say docs not appear to be rosy, still it comes 
from my heart. Gentlemen, with to-day’s festival, 
the first great part of your life, namely that of your 
education, and of a period of active study, has been 
finished satisfactorily as your presence here to-day 
testifies. You should take up and appropriate as your 
own mental propert that which generations be- 
fore you have learned, found and experienced. 

Now that you have fulfilled this duty, the second 
part of life's volume is to-day brought under con- 
sideration. The second great chapter is that of 


activity, production and of independence, and I 


hope this division will be of long duration. You 


all know, Benslemens Sint medical science in 
Japan enjoyed, until lately, a very moderate degree 
of consideration ; and it is only of late that it has 
risen into prominence. 


It is to this last circumstance, and also to the 
want of competent physicians, that you owe such 
favourable situations at your age, of which equal- 


ly old collegians in other lands can scarcely 
dream. 
honeur thus conferred upon you, brings with it 
the obligation of showing yourselves worthy of it. 


Do not forget, gentlemen, that the 


Nothing would be more unfortunate now if you, 


who are in the possession of a sure future, were to 
lsy your hands in your laps and lead a fruitless 
life. 
studies at this university, but still another and 
greater study 
the Book of 
there is an unlimited amount to learn, and the 


Now, gentlemen, you have finished your 


opens itself before you—the study of 
ife. There is the real spring, 


hysician has to acquire most in everyday life. 
‘e has not, as for example the astronomer, to do 
with fixed bodies or fixed rules, but with ever 


changing interiors and ever changing individuals. 
It is more especially pou duty, 

you should study, loo! 

and real life of your people, namely the intel- 
lectual. 


ntlemen, that 


after and foster the trae 


You have been brought up in the contemplation 
ofa, a0 to say, quite different world to t! oe 
your fathers, and which has been brought over to 
you quite unexpectedly. You are almost s 
people. You must now study 
and under- 


activity will come that of civilization. 
It is often said that in Japan all intercourse 
with the past has been broken up, and that in the 
lace of a wrong civilization, another and true one 
stepped in. These two facts are put down as 
being without doubt. Gentlemen, I cannot accept 
this rendering. A civilization, the product of cen- 
turies of political, social, and spiritual life, is not 
to be compared to a tree which men ree 
out, and supply its place with another. Itisa 
of the people iteelf,and every attempt at alteration, 
must already have of itself some root, otherwise it 
will certainly fail. Japan should take up critically 
that which comes out of western lands, for there is 
much emanating from local European circum- 
stances which is not at all desirable. Japan should 
appropriate the elements of this new culture, b; 
mixing them with these in its possession and wor! 
them into a homogeneous whole. 
And here, gentlemen, you can help greatly, as 
you, aa physicians, get |a deeper insight into the 
innermost life of the people. 
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Naturally you must not remain behind hand, but 
always keep up an active intercourse with the 
centre of intellectual life, and, as doctors, maintain 
an active connection with the college at which you 
were educated and from which you have just come. 
May you learn with love and reverence to regard 
‘this your University, as we in Europe feel even in 
old age for our schools and universities. 

And when you look back with joy to the years 
which you passed here, then think also of your 
teacher, who came from far off lands and who tried 
with all his knowledge and will to form you into 
capable men in your profvssion. 

en you have become the proficient physicians 
of your country, when you become good doctors, 
when you apply medical knowledge and medical 
science to the relief of the ills of Bie fellow 
men, and towards the improvement of the mental 
and bodily welfare of individuals and of the whole 
Face, gentlemen, you can rest assured, that your 
teacher will always have a friendly remembrance 

of you. 


His Excellency Fukooka Kotei, minister 
of the educational department, having briefly 
addressed the assembly, an adjournment was 
made to the refreshment rooms where a 
choice collation was provided and done ample 
justice to. 


The following are the names of the students 
who have graduated :— 


Law.—Takaaki Kato, Masakata Aki: Masa- 
michi Aikawa, Gentaro Okada, Teiichiro Matsuno, 
Takesaburo Yu, Mitsuyoshi Suzuki, Sakichi Saka- 
guch, Sansei Uchida. 

Curmistay.—Toku Hisata, Seizo Imai, Tsune- 
shichiro Kato, Gentaro Takahashi. 

Brotoer.—Isao lijima, Tomotaro Iwakawa, Chiu- 

jaro 
i Macuamicat Enainzerine.—Tomokichi Yoshida, 


BRiosaku Kuri. 

Crvi Enocrwexrmna.—Naoji Shiraishi, Riutaro 
Nomura, Riota Hara, Sanichi Shimomura, Tesuo 
Tsuchida, Ninao Ishida. 

Grotogy.—Takao Fojitani. 

Minine anp Meratiurey.—Rentaro Hotta. 

Menicomm.—Moriji Miura, Juntaro Takahashi, 
Toichiro Nakahama, Tsune Ibe, Tasuku Sato, 
Horin Katayama, Rintaro Mori, Tasuku Kono, 
Masanao Koike, Konosuke Kumagaye, Naokichi 
Yamagata, Kichiro Ihara, Ken Taniguchi, Ruitaro 
Sano, Genichiro Narasaka, Tsunesa! Kikuchi, 


Kohei Ni i, Jo Yeguchi, Masamichi Naka- 
mura, Yuken Morinaga, Nobutoshi lida, Kawango 
Shimada, Kuwakusho 0, Nakaki Yamagata, 
Yosbichiro Yenomoto. 


Puanmaczutics.—Masata Hino, Riujun Tahara, 
Kageakira Magarifuji, Nobu Machida, Jiro Fuji- 
kawa, Kuwanmo Saito, Shuzo Matsuno, Kuwancha 
Omaye, Yoshinori Katayama. 

Porirican Economy amp Puriosormy.—Seiichi 
Suyooka. 

OLITICAL Economy anp Porricat Paiiosoray. 
—Kumazo Tsuboi, Keiroku Tsuzuki. 

Purtosorxy anv Poxrricat Purosoruy.—Kojiro 
Matsuda. 

Soeteamal F nuoeoray ap Poxrrican Ecowomy. 
‘Harugoro Kano. 

Japannss any Cuinzse.—Inagi Tanaka. 


A apy writing from Hakodate thus describes 
the scenery -— 


“The woods are lovely—a perfect fuiry land. 
There is no foliage in the south to be compared 
with the foliage here. I never saw or even 
dreamed of anything 80 lovely. There are tall 
cedar-trees, with here and there a maple or a 
fir-tree (there are maple woods, too, and groves 
of firs and pines, but the cedar-tree is more 
numerous and more beautiful). The under- 
brush is not too thick, though sufficient to shut 
out the sunshine. The cool, green light is 
delightful. The ground is literally covered 
with tiny green plants and lovely ferns, varied 
by -a stone covered with moss, or a great 
brown rock protruding above the green carpet. 
Here may be seen a beautifal vine entwined in 
wreaths about a tall, straight tree, or partially 
covering an otherwise ugly and jutting one: 
there grow ferns soft and beautiful, helping to 
complete the lovely panorama.” 


THE VARTHQUAKE AT 6 A.M. ON 
JULY 5th, 1881. 


HIS earthquake is worthy of notice on 
account of the very clear manner in 
which the records of it, as given by seiamo- 


graph, show that the motion of the ground ; 


varied in direction. 

Near to the commencement of the shock 
the motion was N. 112° KB. One and a half 
seconds after this, the direction of motion 
appears to have been N. 50 E. In three- 


fourths of a second more it gradually changed 


toa direction N. 145° E., and after a similar 


interval, to N.62° EK. Half a second after ; 


this, it was N. 132° E., and four seconds 
later the motion was again in the original 
direction namely N. 112° E. 

These particular directions of motion have 
been selected because they were so definite- 


ly indicated. They were obtained by means, ped 


of a large double bracket seismograph writ- 
ing on a smoked glass plate which, at the 
time of the shock, was drawn horizontally. 
Side by side with this record, two bracket 
ring seismographs gave indications of the 
same movements. Although, with a consider- 
able expenditure of time and care it ia theore- 
tically sible from the indications of these 
two seismographs to deduce a resultant 
motion similar to that which was given by 


the double bracket instrument, the smallness | 8 


of the records rendered such an operation 
practically impossible. 

There appear to have been at some portions 
of the shock not more than four vibrations 
per second ; at other portions there may have 
been as many as ten. The greatest amplitude 
of motion dock not appear to have reached 
one millemetre. 

During the latter portion of the shock a 
lever spring instrument gave indications of a 
slight vertical motion. 

A record of this description, assuming the 
Gouble bracket to have been correct in its 
indications, and I have no reason to believe 
that it was not so, shows how valucless the 
records of seismographs giving definite direc- 
tions may some times be. Time observa- 
tions made at stations widely separated ap- 
pear to be the most certain means of obtain- 
ing the direction in which an earthquake is 
propagated. Assuming that our earthquakes 
are prodaced by the faulting of rocky strata, 
reasons for believing which I have often 
given, we see that the jolting and distortion 
which takes place daring the formation of 
a fanlt may produce normal and transverse 
vibrations, separately or simultaneously ; and 
that these vibrations may succeed each other 
with considerable ieeegaberiig: 

The earthquake here referred to, is pro- 
bably the result of an extremely irregular 
action of this description producing normal, 
transverse, and compound motions. 

The same earthquake was recorded by 
several other instruments which I have 
Lar in Yokohama, Tokio, Chiba and Kisa- 
radzu. 

A discussion of the indications obtained at 
these places I withhold until another time. 


Joon MILNE. 
Tokio, July 20th, 1881. 


No. 36, Norrrication or tax Datsoxwan. 
It is hereby notified that the new criminal 
code and criminal procedure act will come 
into force on the 1st day of January 1882, 
(Signed) Sanyo Sawztomt, 
Daijo Daijin, 
July 8th of the 14th year of Meiji. 


THE PAPER CURRENCY OF JAPAN. 


HE Nichi Nichi Shinbun, commenting 
upon the letter with this title addressed 
by “ T.W.” to The Economist, says :— 


“The estimated sam of 150,000,090 yen 
of paper money is fairly correct; and 
the assertion that simply reducing the 
volume of an inconvertible currency is 
‘useless, as the cause of disease is quality 
not quantity, is right. The author of 
the letter then refers to the sale of specie, 
official trading, and a foreign loan, in words 
which correctly convey our own people’s 
opinions on the same subjects. He may be 
said to have exhausted these points, bat we 
‘have a few words to say about them. First, 
with regard to the sale of specie we know 
‘the government are fully aware of the inex- 
H iency of such a» measure, and appreciate 
the folly of attempting to restore the value 
of acurrency of 150,000,000 by disbursing 
their 20,000,000 of specie in a purchase of 
part. ‘“T.W.'’s” argument is, therefore, 
superfinous on this point. It is true there 
were two or three instances of the govern- 
ment selling specie; but their object was to 
frustrate the schemes of some over clever 
persons who were believed to be speculating 
in order to injure the currency by purchasing 

cie which could not be forthcoming. 
his action was, however, opposed to econo- 
mical principles; it was adopted as a tem- 
porary remedy and resulted, as the writer 
says, in the benefit of a few speculators, no 
'one else gaining by it. Since then we have 
never heard anything about the sale of coin, 
so that the argument of the writer falls to 
the ground, for, however cogent it may be, 
it does not apply to the government's policy 
though it may reflect upon the past actu of 
some of the officials.* 

“Second, with regard to official trading. 
Tho government have not willingly engaged 
in trade, doing so only to encourage the 
people to develope production; and for these 
purposes the government did engage in 
trade and, in addition, established works, 
factories, and training places. This aotion 
has no connection at all with currency or its 
remedy ; it was undertaken to improve in- 
dustry ; still the absurdity of the government 
engaging in unsoitable business which in- 
jured private enterprise and impeded the 
progress of the country, was early perceived, 
attracted the attention of thinkers, and has 
been exposed by public opinion. The con- 
sequence of this has been that the policy is 
changed, and no further fear exists of official 
competition in trade in the future. More- 
over, the minister of trade and agriculture 
had issued his notification before the writer 
had given his opinion which bas, therefore, 
no longer any application. 

« Third, with regard to a foreign loan, we 
can only say that any such scheme is a thing 
of the past. When the suggestion was made 


* This statement is not quite accurate. The 
transactions to which the Nichi Nichi Shinbun 
refers are no doubt those in which Mr. Godai was 
interested, and in which 1,800,000 yen of treas' 

ie played its In November 1880, H. E. 
kuma told Mr. Kennedy, H.B.M. d’affairs, 
that during the past two years twelve millions in 
paper had been withdrawn from circulation, and 
an equal sum of specie taken from the “reserve 
fand’’ had been placed on the market. True, this 
statement is at variance with previous reports 
sanctioned by H.E. Okuma and published ; and the 
discrepancy has never been explained though we 
are confident it is readily susceptible of explana- 
tion; but the circamstance must surely be within 
our contemporary’s knowledge as an instance of 
the sale of specie referred to.—Ha, J. G. 
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many able men denounced it, and the matter 
was fully discussed in the cabinet, dismissed 
from further consideration, and there is no 
chanoe of it being again thought of. 

“On all these points, therefore, the govern- 
ment are well informed; and no benefit is 
conferred by the writer’s ideas on such sub- 
jects, although we readily admit the sincerity 
of his motives with regard to our country.”— 
July 11. 


Tur Nichi Nichi Shinbun, continuing ite 
comments on the letter of “T.W." to 
The Economist, enters upon a line of argu- 
ment extremely difficult to follow, the point 
being involved and obscured in matter 
seemingly irrelevant. The views of the Japan- 
ese press on questions of this character are, 
however, too interesting to be ignored; and 
we prefer to lay before our readers as clear a 
translation as circumstances will permit. 


“ Thus far we have encountered ‘T.W.’ in 
his objections to the policy of the govern- 
ment, and we have now to examine his propo- 
sitions for restoring the value of the currency. 
His argument is that depreciation is caused by 
quality not quantity. Very good. We agree 
with him on that point. Then he adds that as 
a matter of fact there is none too much car- 

in Japan, and if it appears that it is to 
continne to consist of irredeemable paper it 
will soon seem there is too little, and infla- 
tion will be as loudly called for as it was in 
America in 1878. This may be true. He 
further says the only remedy is to increase 
the amount of specie reserve, and to adopt 
tesolate measures for that purpose. A writer 
of such knowledge who sees the cause of 
disease and, to some extent rightly, points 
out a remedy for it, is entitled to all praise. 

“We agree with ‘T.W.’ in his assertion 
that the true remedy lies in inoreasing the 
metallic reserve: but one of his effectual 
means to this end is higher taxation. This 
is 8 perplexing statement to be made by 
a writer of so much knowledge, for he 
says, in an earlier part of his letter, that 
taxation seems to have attained its maximum 
in Japan, aad that the blind obedience 
which enabled the Shogun and Daimio to 
take what they pleased of the people’s pro- 
ducts can no longer be expected. This 
statement proves this foreign writer clearly 
sabato the real condition of this country, 

r which we much admire him; but he 
suddenly changes his argament and asserts 
that the people being favoured with good 
crops for some years are not unable to 
endure increased taxation. This is an in- 
consistency. As the writer asserts, it is true 
taxation has reached its maximum and the 
people object to further imposts; therefore 
we fail to see the reasonableness of forcing 
new taxes because the crops are good. 
Indeed, if good crops were sufficient rea- 
son to levy new taxes, bad crops would be 
reason for their repeal, and the revenue, like 
the crops, would vary with nataral laws. Then 
to apply taxes varying year by year accord- 
ing to the fruitfulness of the seasons to the 
reduction of the currency, cannot be consider- 
ed either expedient or effectual. Moreover, 
taxation bas been increased by a notification 
issued last November. Does ‘T. W.’ not 
know this? Local taxation, which formerly 
was limited to one-fifth of the land tax, 
is now one-third. This is not s vory great 
increase, still in many ken the people seem 
to soffer from the additional barden put 
upon them. How, then, can further taxation 
he borne? We think ‘T. W.’ well knew the 
impossibility of new taxes, but, avable to 
discover apy other remedy, he seems to have 


tried to mislead, for ke proceeds to say 
there would be a little popular opposition to 
the measure at first, bat ere long its oppo- 
nents would feel that the redaction of paper 
is for their own benefit; and that, for the 
majority of them, it would, as was the case 
in Russia after the Crimean war, prove real- 
ly advantageous. Fearing he may be mis- 
taken in regard to the willingness of the 
people to bear additional taxes, he refers to 
Rogsia as an example. This is rash. Our 
countrymen have no participation in the 
political rights of this country, and the 
writer's attempt to arouse their patriotic 
spirit will not succeed. Is the writer able to 
convince the ple that additional taxes 
will be faithfally applied to the reduction of 
the ourrency? He is not. Does he not 
know that our government is not constitu- 
tional? In other words, does he especially 
refer to Russia after the Crimean war know- 
ing our government to be an absolute go- 
vernment? The writer does not, we regret, 
understand the real spirit of our people. 
[Note. The obscurity of these passages is not 
due to translation. The same ambiguity and 
irrelevancy attach to the original, which is 
almost unintelligible to the Japanese reader. 
Translator J. G.) 


“ «TW. then asserts that increased taxes 
woald necessarily compel the idle to work, 
and their industrious spirit would be strength- 
ened, thas giving expression to a mistaken 
notion that fresh taxes will not only reduce 
the amount of paper money bat confer 
nn immeasurable benefit upon the country. 
We do not know upon what class ‘T.W.’ 
intends to levy new taxes, but judging 
from his allusion to the crops as supply- 
ing the means, we take it the farmers 
are to be taxed. Does ‘T.W.’, then place 
Japanese farmers on a level with roving 
tribes, or with the Hindoos who prefer ease 
to the neglect of husbandry? The case is 
essentially different. The barden upon Ja- 
panese farmers is not lighter as com 
with farmers in Europe and America, but 
rather heavier. They have been just released 
from the suffering they sustained under the 
feudal system; even under that condition 
the agricaltural resources of the country are 
so developed that little remains to be done in 
that direction consequent upon the natural 
industrious habits of the people. Therefore 
it is necessary for the benefit of the coun- 
try to lighten the burden upon the farmers 
and improve their position, and eventually | 
apply capital and labour to manufactures 
and industries. Instead, however, of ad- 
vocating measures of this importance, ‘T.W.’ 
wishes to force heavier bardens upon the 
agricultural class to stimulate their industry ; 
advice equivalens to that which recommends 
the oppression of a tyrannical government as 
@ means to develope the spirit of the people. 
In such reasoning few thinking men will 
agree.”—July 12. 


Tur Nichi Nichi Shinbun continues to 
comment upon the letter of “T. W.” 
to The Economist, and in this portion of its 
review alludes in an unusually pointed 
manner to official trading and its effect upon 
commerce generally. 


“ Another remedy suggested by ‘T.W.’ for 
the restoration of the value of currency is 
the encouragement of production. Private 
enterprise and individual exertion are in- 
dispensable to extricate tle nation from its 
difficulties, and for this purpose good laws 
impartially administered are necessary. Argu- 
ments of this character are undeniable in 


support of the policy of ‘developed indastry, 
but when applied to the restoration of car- 
rency we may doubt their expediéney. We, 
however, may take the writer to mean this:— 
Tf the production of the couatry be promot- 
ed its wealth will increase and sufficient gold 
and silver will be paid into the treasnry to 
transform the currency from inconvertible to 
exchangeable. But, as a matter of fact, the 
first and direct object is the promotion of 
prodaction ; the secondary and indirect ob- 
ject being the restoration of currency to its 
normal value, and this must be borne in 
mind in the subsequent comments we have 
to make. . 

“After mature and deliberate reflection apon 
the subject of our productions and industries 
since the Restoration, we find that every com- 
pany or manufactory deserving of notice in 
any way, has been furnished with capital by 
the government, or it has been protected 
from all competition, or been endowed with 
special privileges by the same power. The 
conseqacnce has been that any undertaking 
of private persons has been materially in- 
jared from its inception by the all-powerfal 
influence and sustained opposition of pro- 
tected companies, so much discouragement 
being caused thereby that private enterprise 
has been virtually extinguished. Examples 
of this are numerous; and especially in those 
cases where the government themselves have 
engaged in. business the injary has been still 
more serious, becanse those officials in charge 
of the business, forgetting their trae object, 
and desirous to display zeal in the service of 
the government, have acted with marked suc- 
cess in the furtherance of an.apparent policy 
to overthrow all private undertakings. Kuow- 
ledge of these things, no doubt, led ‘ T. W.’ to 
allude to tho mistake of government trading. 
Since last year the government have been 
convinced of the folly of official trading ; 
and they have openly:announced their desire 
to dispose of all’ government industries to 
those desirous of acquiring them; therefore, 
with the exception of a few railways, and 
direct exportation companies, there is no 
undertaking specially protected at present. 
The new department of agriculture and ctom- 
merce is the outcome of government convic- 
tion that official trading and interference 
with private trade shouldbe abolished; and 
that general encouragement and protection 
should be accorded to production. Time 
sufficient to prove the value of this policy 
has not elapsed; but judging from what we 
know of the department, ita system, and the 
notifications emanating from it, the object 
plainly is to promote prodaction and foster 
industry by good and impartial laws. 

“This being the case, the second remedy 
suggested by ‘T. W.’ had been adopted 
before his allusion to it; bat we remain on- 
able to see what direct effect it will have 
upon the develepment of production ; or how, 
indirectly, it cau affect the currency: and 
fear the time is far distant when the latter 
object will be attained by these means. 

“¢T.W.’ then adverts to improved means 
of transport as the third remedy for the cur- 
rency, and says that to prepare good roads 
for this purpose is most important, the chief 
point being to constract them in sueh a man- 
ner that traffic shoald be quick and easy ; 
and that the most necessary are short lines 
from the interior to ports on the coast. Now 
this plan relates to increased production also, 
but its connection with ourrency is exoced- 
ingly remote. The present government have 
long been engaged in converting steep, 
uneven, aud winding roads into level lines, 
constracting bridges.and.doing other things 
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to improve trans tion by land; while 
at the sea side they have built ports, light- 
houses, &c. Nothing that would facilitate 
transportation has escaped the attention of 
the government; and internal improvements 
innumerable have been carried out at the 
expense of the treasury, the local taxes, or 
of private subscribers. Among other efforts 
in thia direction the industrial loan is being 
employed in extending railways and con- 
structing harbours, on the completion of 
which onr means of transport will be im- 
proved. The advice, therefore, is not neces- 
sary for our government may be said to have 
made great efforta in this direction long 
before ‘T. W.’s’ letter was written. Does 
‘T. W.’ mean that railways should be 
constructed from the interior to the coast, 
and not mere ordinary roads? Of the 
value of railways our countrymen nre well 
aware; a great railway company, the Nip- 
pon Tetsuda Kwaisha is already established, 
and we are informed of another to be called 
the Hokuriku Tetsudo Kwaisha, a private 
enterprise, but time must elapse before the 
works even approach completion. Moreover, 
the construction of great railways means the 
conversion of movable into fixed capital, a 
part of which flies to foreign countries for 
material. Then also railway extension 
means a change in the politico-economical 
policy of the nation. What will be that 
change P_ Is there no fear that measures for 
encouraging production may lead to the de- 
cline of production; and the policy which 
aims at the restoration of the value of the 
national currency tend to create still greater 
depreciation ? "—July 13. 


THE Nichi Nicht Shinbun conclndes its 
comments on the letter of “T.W.” to 
The Economist as follows, ingeniously turning 
the tables and throwing the whole responsi- 
bility of currency depreciation upon foreign 
trade and the existing treaties. 

“ The result of our examination is this. The 
first of the measures proposed by ‘T. W..,’ 
namely, increased taxation, cannot be adopt- 
ed without adding to the existing burdens 
of the people. The second messare, develo 
ment of production, is not calculated to yield 
any immediate benefit. And the third mea- 
sure, the constraction of roads, does not pro- 
mise any directly beneficial result. The con- 
sequence is that none of ‘T. W.’s’ plans can 
be regarded as effective remedies for currency 
depreciation, although suited to the condition 
of the country itself: while the value of the 
suggestions is still smaller from the fact that 
the government had adopted them before the 
letter was written, and bad proclaimed increas- 
ed taxation in the form of higher local taxes 
and enhanced duty on saké, the sale of 
all officially conducted industries, the with- 
drawal of all official interference with trade, 
and the resolve to enforce strict economy 
in .the administration, by which means 
10,000,000 yen yearly is to be saved and 
applied to the rednction of paper. Un- 
fortunately there is nothing beyond the mero 
declaration that the 10,000,000 will be applied 
in reducing currency: the method of reduc- 
tion is not stated, and we are left in ignorance 
as to whether the surplas is actively used in 
reducing paper, or merely accumulated in the 
treasury as part of the reserve fund. We 
only know that depreciation has not stopped ; 
tho rise of prices is extraordinary and con- 
tinuous; as a matter of fact the expenditure 
of the government increases in the ratio of 

rices, compelling the application of the 
0,000,000 yen to cover the deficiency of 


revenue. Financial difficulties grow with 
rapidity; improvement comes very slowly. 
We do not like to censure the government 
for their inability to apply the 10,000,000 of 
the professed sarplus to the redaction of 
currency. Should they use money for that 
purpose the enlarged expenditure can only 
‘be met by further issues of inconvertible 
‘paper to the same extent. No additional 
vmischief may result, but the position of the 
;currency is hopeless. Recourse must be had 
to other remedies ; but what are they ? There 
is one which, to‘our great grief, we are pre- 
vented from adopting by the action of foreign- 
ers who ardently adhere to their self-interest. 
This measure is increased taxation and en- 
couragement of prodaction and industries. 
We do not mean increased taxes on the farmers, 
but highercustoms duties. The customs returns 
show that in the last half-year of 1879 
import duties amounted to 861,241 yen, and 
in the first half-year of 1880 they were 
850,578 yen, a total of 1,711,809 yen. This 
sum is on a scale of 5 per cent. fixed by 
treaty, and if the duties were levied accord- 
ing to the old treaty, that is at 20 per 
cent., the sum would be 6,847,236 yen. 
This amount applied in reduction of cur 
rency would have considerable effect; but 
nothing can be done in this way until foreign 
governments agree to revise the treaties. 

‘“‘ We mean by encouragement of production 
and industries the introduction of foreign 
capital into Japan. We treated this question 


a few years ago, but the time being then. 


unripe for such a scheme public opinion was 
against us and we were unable to seo any 
prospect of the realisation of our projects. 
Now, however, to our great surprise, we have 
a writer of the same opinion on this point. 
He holds it to be mistaken policy not to 


permit the utilization of abandant foreign. 


capital in Japan. That is oar opinion also, 
though we differ with ‘T. W.’ in parts, one 
of which is his apparent omission to consider 
treaty revision. If we introdace foreign 
capital under the present treaties we fear 
much mischief will arise before any benefit is 
experienced. Therefore, if ‘T. W.’ is sin- 
cere in his intentions to give our people the 
benefit of foreign capital, why does he not 
ardently enter upon a discussion to show the 
necessity of treaty revision, first of all point- 
ing out its expediency to his own govern- 
ment? If existing treaties are revised for- 
eign capital will flow in, and taxation can be 
increased ; and if then the currency is not 
restored we will hambly follow ‘T. W.’s’ 
directions: but while the present treaties 
remain in force it may be reasonably said 
that the impossibility of restoring the value 
of our currency is the consequence of the 
action of foreigners. Does 'T. Ww not know 
this? If he knows it but ignores its force, 
wo may call him unkind, which we regret 
to do. 

“ Atall events ‘ T.W.’ has accurately stated 
the circumstances of our country, and his 
comments upon existing abuses are very 
near to the (ruth; though it cannot be said 
that the remedics he proposes are perfect. 
For example, he says what the people might 
do for themselves thoy are not inclined to do 
for the government which they regard rather 
as servants regard a master than as a family 
regards its chief, that their patriotism does 
not lead them to consider the affairs of 
the government as their own affairs, and 
they view the present financial crisis as 
something above or beyond their concern 
except as suffercrs. On these points there is 
no doubt ‘'T, W.’ rightly comprehends the 
feclings of our poople. But why docs he ignore 


the causes which have brought about this con- 
dition of the people ? We assert that one great 
cause of the difficulty in which the govern- 
ment are now placed is the absence in the 
people of that patriotism which leads them to 
regard the affairs of the government as their 
own affairs: and if this be admitted a plan: 
for removing the popular apathy must be 
sought before seeking other remedies for the 
disease. lf this cause be removed every 
symptom of the disease will disappear, and a 
cure will be effected. Why does not ‘T. W.’ 
suggest an expedient calculated to remove 
this canse? We much regret to find hoe 
does not. Alas! ‘T. W.’, think that this want 
of patriotism among our people is the con- 
sequence of the present system of government. 
In those countries where the people are ex- 
cluded from political rights it is not strange to 
see them display a want of interest, an 
apathy, towards their government. All people 
living under absolute governments are in 
the same state as the Japanese are this day. 
Therefore, if ‘T. W.’ is earnest and sincere, 
lot him impress upon our government the 
expediency of granting to the people their 
just political rights, and upon his own go- 
vernment the necessity for revision of the 
treaties. If: he: does this we will willingly 
follow him; bat now, in a letter which is 
partly right, partly wrong, and imperfect as 
a whole, he fails to confer any benefit on 
this country. 

“ Our duty bas compelled us to make these 
comments on ‘T. W.’s' letter; and we con- 
clude by thanking him for hie sincerity and 
the regard he evinces towards our country.” 

We have followed with unusual interest our 
contemporary’s comments on ‘' T.W.’s” letter 
in The Economist of April 23rd. There is an 
carnestness of tone and evident sonndness of 
purpose in the criticisms of the Nicht Nicht 
Shinbun, which command respect and deserve 
the most impartial consideration. The con- 
cluding paragraph is an appeal that cannot 
pass unheeded. Japanese little know the 
deep feeling of sympathy entertained by all 
foreigners who govern themselves towards 
the educated classes of this country, who are 
denied the exercise of the most elementary 
political rights. Men who belong to con- 
stitutional nations regard their political 
franchise as a possession without which 
all freedom of action and thought would 
be at an end, and life no lon worth 
living; and they look on with feelings of 
infinite regret that the government of this 
country, however able they are as an ad- 
ministrative and executive body, have not 
yet discovered that their truest strength, and 
surest remedy for all difficulties, lies in a 
council of the people; those responsible 
men whose labour is the foundation and 
support of the empire. When M. Vatouterr, 
on behalf of the late Czar of Russia, 
propounded certain questions to the Russian 
nobles with a view to obtaining their 
advice and assistance in the extrication of 
the empire from tho difficulties in which 
it was involved, the nobles, with true dignity, 
replied, that they could only consent to act or 
advise by and with the anthority of a national 
representative assembly chosen from all 
classes and from all parts of the empire. 
This excellent advice was unbeeded, and 
what is the consequence? Disguise the 
fact as wo may it stands before the world in 
all its hideous nakedness. Antocracy till 
reigns, but over what? A poverty stricken 
and oppressed people; over anarchy and 


murder: tho throne tottering; the very , 


empire verging upon destruction. Had 
the advice been taken, and the insidious coun- 
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“A recent visit to Sapporo in Hokkaido, 
and several runs over the Poronai railway, be- 
tween Otaranai and Sapporo, have suggested 
that some facts and figures in regard to this 
line may be of benefit. 


“ As is pretty well known to all foreigners 
in Japan, this railroad is the first line con- 
structed on the American principle in the 
east; and such being the case naturally a 
good deal of criticism, friendly and other- 
wise, has been bestowed upon it. The line 
as completed at present extends from Temiya 
to Sapporo, a distance of about 22 English 
miles, keeping close to the sea shore from 
Otarn to Zeni-Bako, a distance of 10 miles, 
and then passing throngh an almost level 
country to Sapporo. It is intended to 
extend the line to the Poronai coal mines, 
the distance from Sapporo being about 
35 miles. No particular engineering difficut- 
ties exist between Otarn and Sapporo 
except that the line of the beach between 
Otaru and Zeni-Bako necessitates several 
very sharp curves, one being 25° with a 
radius of 229 feet, and 3 are 16° curves. 


“ The estimated cost of the line to Sap- 
poro was yen 535,843 at 1.35 (the rate when 
the money was drawn) equal $396,920 which 
in even numbers, is $18,041 per mile. But 
it should be remembered that, adding the 
pier and side tracks, the length of the road 
is 233 miles about, thereby the average cost 
will be in even nombers $16,771. But of the 
estimated cost, yen 54,500 yet remains unex- 
pended, equal to $40,370, but this amount 
will be used in the construction of offices, 
stations, ballasting, and so forth. 

“A pier 1,320 feet long was constructed in 
88 working days. At the extremo point the 
water is 21 feet deep. Two thousand tons of 
freight from the barque Toby was un- 
loaded at this pier in 28 days. It is estimated 
that the cost of the pier was saved with that 
vessel alone as for every day she was detained 
a sum of $225 was paid. 

“There are five tunnels with an aggregate 
length of 1,868 feet, three being stone ag- 
gregating 460 feet, and two of clay 958 feet, 
in length. The work of track laying was 
begun October Ist 1880 and finished Novem- 
ber 24th. A ‘“ Howo Truss” bridge 75 feet 
long, with approaching trestle work 315 feet, 
was begun September 23rd aud finished 
October 17th. The first train passed over 
the line November 28th, thas making the 
period daring which the road was constract- 
ing from the time ground was broken, less 
than nine months. 

“When we consider that but five foreigners 
were employed in its construction, and that 
the laborers were almost all new to the work, 
it will be seen that the time was well employ- 
ed. It is not claimed that the road was in 
first class order then nor is it so now, and 
yet the distance is run at this time, with a 
mixed train, in one hour thirty minutes, not 
including one stoppage, that at Zeni-Bako. 
But it should also be remembered that the 
first 10 miles pass through a constant suc- 
cession of villages, and also that in that space 
there are 49 curves, notably those previously 
mentioned. From Zeni-Bako to Sapporo, 
a distanco of a little more than 12 miles, 
the time is forty minutes, including two stops. 
The stops cach occupy about six minutes 
thereby reducing the running time to twenty- 
eight minutos for 12 miles or say 25 miles 

er hour. It will be seen that for a road 
just built and professedly in a poor condition, 
the time made is exceptionally good. 
The work of ballasting, building stations, 
&c., is being pushed forward as rapid- 
ly as circumstances will permit, and 


cil disregarded of those whose only argu- 
ment against national represention is the 
monstrous theory, self-contradictory, that 
the people are not fitted to represent them- 
selves, the splendour of the absolate rule of 
the Romanorrs, sadly tarnished now, would 
have given place to the substantial fabric 
of a constitution resting upon the love 
of the people. Those concessions which 
could have been voluntarily, gracefally, and 
gradually made years ago must now be made 
perforce to appease the Demon of Discord to 
whom a burdened people are compelled to 
turn for relief as to their only friend. 

Let us not be misunderstood. While we 
condemn absolute and personal government 
we do not advocate nihilism. A plague on 
all their houses, we cry; bat no.man who 
has the least self-respect can ever tolerate the 
government of the few who have, metaphori- 
cally speaking, seized or usurped the power 
which they employ to prevent the great 
body of the people from exercising their un- 
deniable right of national representation.— 
July 14. 


Correspondence. 


THE PORONAI RAILWAY. 


We are indebted to a correspondent who 
has visited Yezo recently for the fol- 
lowing valuable information concerning the 
Poronai railway :— 


“ The subject of a system of cheap yet sub- 
stantial railways for Japan deserves, and is 
receiving, more and more attention as the 
necessity for railways between the chief 
points in the main-land becomes more ap- 
parent. It is evident that noither the 
government nor private capitalists are ina 
proper condition to undertake the construc- 
tion of lines costing a large amount per mile. 
The American plan would seem to be the one 
suited to the present necessities and abilities 
of the country. That plan is to build at as 
small a cost as possible a line capable of car- 
rying the traffic which the country affords, 
and as the country developes and the traffic 
increases the line may be improved with the 
earnings until brought to such a state of 
peer as the circumstances demand. 

‘or a country with os little spare capital as 
Japan has it would not seem to be in agree- 
ment with ordinary rales of political economy 
to oxpend a more than necessary sum on any 
public work, railroads included. In wealth- 
ier and more prosperous countries where 
surplus capital constantly seoka for invest- 
ment a small rate of intercst satisfies the 
capitalist, and consequently larger than ne- 
cessary sums may be invested in industrial 
enterprises, and yet bring a satisfactory 
return. 

“ But I think it is evident on the very face 
of the subject that in a country whore money 
brings such an intorost as it does in Japan, 
private capitalists cannot afford to invest 
money in railroad lines which for several 
years cannot be expected to realize more than 
4 or 6 per cent. ; and if the government take 
hold of the matter, it cannot afford either to 
spend unnecessary sums in fine stations and 
bridges, when all the traffic can be carried on 
safely without them. 

“ The writer of these notes is not a builder 
of railroads, nor has ho any personal interest 
in any enterprises in Japan aside from that 
which all well wishers of Japan entertain for 
her publio spirit. 


by autumn the line should be in good 
condition. Thon, to follow up the Ameri- 
can idea, as the traffic improves and the 
earnings accumulate, the line may be fur-. 
ther improved, iron bridges made to take the 
place of wooden ones, heavier rails laid, aud 
such other improvements may be made as 
circumstances may dictate. The iron for the 
rails was made in England but when bought 
was in bond in New York, and being con- 
venient for quick shipment was taken ; the 
price being no cheaper than American irou 
of a similar grade. All the machinery, cars, 
engines and derricks are American, the 
engines built in Pittsburgh Pa. and the 
cars in Wilmington, Delaware. The lst class 
cars aro equal to American short line 2nd 
class. No upholstery of any sort is in these 
cars, but the seats are bottomed and backed 
with perforated bent wood thereby making 
them fairly comfortable. The 2nd class is 
about the same as the 3rd class of the Tokio 
—Yokohama line. Fare for Ist class, 75 
sen, 2nd class, 55 son. Each coach 1st class 
will carry 46, and 2nd class more than 50 
passengers. These cars are all connected by 
“ Millers’ patent buffer and platform,” and 
are furnished with the Westinghouse air 
brake thereby placing the whole train of 
passenger coaches completely under the con- 
trol of the engine driver. The engines are 
built on the mogul pattern, each baving six 
driving wheels, and two leaders, and capable 
of drawing on a level track a dead weight of 
400 tons. There is one coach sent ont for 
the sole use of Governor Kuropa, which is 
upholstered in fair style and would rank on 
American lines as a Ist class coach. 


“The following condensed statement will 
show the present condition of the road. 

Estimated cost per mile $18,041. 

Including pier and side tracks $16,771. 

Balance of estimate yet unused $40,370. 

Length of pier 1,320 feet. 

Length of tunnels 1,368 feet. 


Rolling stock. 
Engines ............ 2 | Platform cars ...... 10 
1st class cars Domps ...........6.+5 5 
Qnd , Extra official coach 1 
Box cars ........566 Machine shops...... 1 
Station houses ... 4| Engine houses...... 1 
Car houses.......... 1 


“ These figures were furnished by Mr. Tama- 
achi tho chiof commisioner of railroads in 
Hokkaido, and may be relied upou as correct. 


“ The line is not furnished, as will be seen 
by reference to the above figures, with a 
large amount of rolling stock, but the quan- 
tity is sufficient for all the traffic of the pre- 
sent. The writer of this commanication 
again disclaims any counection whatever 
with this or any other railway lines, aud he 
has been moved to lay the above facts 
before the public in order that fair judgment 
may be passed upon this first American line, 
and he does so with the belief that a cheap 
road, such as this one, being more in aecor- 
dance with the preseut necessities of the 
country will be more satisfactory than ex- 
pensive ventures.” s a 


TEA-FIRING LABOURERS. 


To the editor of the Japan Gazette, 


Sir: - Your kindly appeal on behalf of the 
children of the tea-firing women indnces me to 
trouble you with these lines to say that the 
case of these poor people has already engaged 
the attention of some, ladies residing here a@ 
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missionaries. A few years ago a building on 
No, 89 was opened by a lady—since remov- 
ed to Tokio,—for the reception of thesa 
children. The babies were fed with 
milk, and the elder ones had some schooling ; 
the attempt proved quite successful. This 
year the matter has again been taken up by 
some other ladies. The tea-firing firms, or 
most of them, were canvassed with a view of 
ascertaining their disposition, and it having 
been found that there was a very general 
and cordial feeling in favour of any attempt of 
the kind, the next step was to endeavour to 
_ obtain a building or buildings suitable for the 
purpose. 

However, after searching all round the settle- 

ment, no place or places conveniently situated 
could be obtained at any moderate rentul, and 
this attempt had to be given up. For one ot 
the great difficulties in the matter is, that many 
of the childron are very young, and it is 
necessary that they should be close at hand to 
the godowns where their mothers are working. 
Finally, however, the school in connection with 
the chapel built by Dr. Hepburn in Sumi- 
yoshi-cho (near the cricket ground) was given 
up for the purpose, and was opened by the lady 
in charge of that portion of the mission work 
for the reception of tea-firing children. Some 
twenty or thirty are daily cared for there : but 
of course thie situation is available only for 
the knot of godowns in that locality, and not 
very near to any of them. 
__1 believe I am justified in saying that 
if suitable buildings can be provided in con- 
venient locations, there are ladies here who 
will undertake the work—arduous and self- 
denying as it is—of taking charge of them as 
schools and nurseries for these little ones: 
and I believe I am equally justified in sayiug 
that the foreign tea-firing firms will gladly 
contribute any moderate eum towards the 
monthly expenses of such establishments. 

Your further help towards the attainment of 
this end will be thankfully welcomed, I feel 
sure. 

Yours obediently, 


W. 
‘Yokohama, July 14th, 1881. 


NAVAL COURTS. 


To the editor of the Japan Gazette, 


Sin,—In reference to your article on the| 


returo of his certificate to Captain Thompson, 
late of the Ella Beatrice, I wish to ask one or 
two questions. 

The letter from London announcing the 
decision of the Board of Trade to Captain 
Thompeon was dated May 2Ist. The English 
mail of that date was delivered here June 
28th. By that time the Acting-Consul here 
should be in receipt of a communication from 
the Board of Trade, and I should like to know 
why the reversal of the finding of the naval 
court has not been made as public as its decision 
was in the first instanco? Matters of this 
kind affect us as a body of men subjected to 
what we conceive to be a form of tribunal in- 
competent to arrive at accurate conclusions in 
those cases where practical seamanship is con- 
cerned ; and when the finding of any of these 


courte is virtually quashed tho fact should be; 


made public without delay, 
T an, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
MASTER MARINER. 
Yokohama, July 24th, 


[We are quite unable to answer our correspon. 
dent’s questions, because we are ignorant of the 
rocedure in matters of this kind. Ifthe Board of 
le does advise the president of the naval court 
of the affirmation or reversal of a decree, the com- 
munication in the matter of the Ela Beatrice 
should have been received here at the end of last 
month; in which case the interests of justice de- 
manded that the result of the appeal should be 
made public. 

Certainly this ought to be the invariable prac- 
tice; but if the president of the naval court which 
suspended the certificate of the master of the 
Ella Beatrice for twelve months is in receipt of a 
despatch from the Board of Trade its contents have 
not been published; and it is extremely unlikely 
anything more would have been heard of the 
matter if Captain Thompson had not been thought- 
ful enough to forward to us a copy of his petition 
of appeal, and an extract from the letter from the 
owners of his late vessel. These papers should 
have arrived some time ago, the delay being ex- 

lained by the envelope being marked “ missent in 

dian mail."—Ep. J. @.] 


Occasional Hotes. 


Tae murderous assault upon President Gar- 
field may not terminate fatally, as there was 
too much reason to fear from the tenor of tele- 
grams received ; and it is with feelings akin 
to thankfulness we are able to announce 
that latest advices speak favourably of the 
chances of recovery. Business in America, 
which sustained a severe shock from an event 
which might have had a tendency to change 
the whole policy of the government, has taken 
4 more satisfactory turn; and as the chances of 
the President’s recovery improve complete con- 
fidence will be restored. 

The news of the assassination of the Czar 
created, as was natural, a feeling of deep 
sympathy for the object of the outrage and his 
family ; but to people who govern themselves, 
as do the Americans and English, the murder 
of a despotic sovereign, however much the 
crime is deplored and the assassins donounced, 
is but another entry of blood in the gory list 
of victimes of personal misgovernment and its 
antagonistic anarchy. When the assassin’s 
hand is raised against the faithful servant of 
the people, whose office ought to be an 
inviolable protection, another feeling, far 
purer, more earnest, and infinitely more re- 
solute, springs up in the breasts of men. An 
attempt upon the life of the President of the 
United States, or upon the Queen of England, 
is equivalent to an outrage upon the people, 
;and seems to place the perpetrator beyond the 
pale of mercy. 

Thoroughly realising the deep sense of 
horror and indignation which would arise in 
tho hearte of loyal Englishmen at a similar 
attempt upon their honoured constitutional 
sovereign, we feel certain that an earnest 
feeling of sumpathy will be felt for the 
American people at this latest outrage wher- 
ever the common language is spoken; and 
the good news received here to-day will 
be hailed with sincere gratification and re- 
lief throughout the civilized world. As- 
suredly it is ample cause for general con- 
| gratulation and rejoicing that a great nation 
may still be spared this blot upon its fair his- 
torical pages. 


Tue naval court’s decision in the matter 
of the stranding of the British barque Llu 
Beatrice, delivered on the 22nd March last, 
suspending the certificate of the master for 
twelve months, will be in the recollection of 
most of our readers. The decision of tho court 
was severcly commented upon at the time; 
and the general opinion was corroctly set out 


in the following from an article in 
this paper of March 23rd :—“ All those who 
understand the circumstances of the Ella 
Beatrice inquiry are astonished at the re- 
sult.” And referring to the power to appeal 
granted by the Merchant Shipping Act, 
we added that an appeal from the deci- 
sion of courts held in ports far distant 
from the Board of Trade, should be to Her 
Majesty’s representative, or even better still, 
to the qualified judge of the nearest of H. B. 
M. courts, for,—“ The danger of entrusting 
unlimited power to persons unversed in judi- 
cial procedure and yet anthorized to sit as 
judges, must be recognized. We say unlimit- 
ed power, for the exercise of a very small 
portion of the power conferred upon naval 
courts abroad may, owing to the impossibility 
of timely appeal, deprive » man of his com- 
mand, lead to his dismissal from a service in 
which he has passed half a life time, stain a 
character which had never been sullied by a 
single imputation of carelessness, and even- 
tually rnin him. We trust, however, Captain 
Thompson will take measures to appeal at 
once to the Board of Trade against this harsh 
decision.” 

The circumstances of this particular case 
were also avimadverted upon by “A British 
Shipmaster.” 

Finding public opinion almost unanimous 
in condemnation of the conclusion to which 
the court had arrived, Captain Thompson 
adopted the suggestion to appeal, and by the 
mail which left here April 2nd, forwarded to 
the Board of Trade the following petition :— 

Yokohama, April lst, 1881. 
To the Right Honourable, 
Tux Presipent or THE Boakp or Traps. 

The humble petition of the undersi , late 
master of the British barque Ella Beatrice, official 
number 62,521, belongi to the port of London, 
registered owner A. Wilkingon, lost off Jiusan- 
mura, north-west coast of Japan, on February 7th, 
1881, showeth :— 

1.—That your petitioner proceeded from the 
acene of the wreck to Hakodate for the purpose of 
soliciting an inquiry into the circumstances of the 
loss of the above-named vessel. 

2.— That H. B. M. Consul at Hakodate was un- 
able to form a naval court in that port, and your 
petitioner was compelled to proceed to Yokohama. 

3.—That your petitioner made a statement of 
the circumstances of the loss to H.B.M. Acting- 
Consul at Yokohama, who convened a naval court 
consisting of H.B.M. Acting-Conaul, president, and 
Mosars. Wm. McDonald, retired master mariner 
and bill broker, and H. Beadle, master of the 
British barque Cilurnum, a vessel which made this 
port dismasted in November 1880. 

4.—That the evidence taken discloses a discre- 
pancy between the statement of your petitioner 
supported by the mate, Dugald Kennedy, and the 
crew, to the effect, according to your petitioner and 
the mate, that the véssel was wore twice, and ac- 
cording to the crew that the vessel was wore 
three or four times. Your petitioner adheres to his 
original statement that the vessel was wore twice 
only. 

That upon the evidence given the naval 
court found as follows :— 


[The judgment of March 22, 1681, was here 


recited in extenso.] 

6.—Your petitioner declares that the letter sign- 
ed by the Acting-Consul at Hakodate, containing 
an important statement beginning with the 
words,—‘The master &c.” down to “ vessel” and 
forming part of the record attached hereto, was 
never shown to him, nor read in conrt, and that 


| your petitionvr did not hi.ow of its existence until 


after the finding of the court was given. 

7.—Your petitioner respectfully submits that it 
was impossible for him, owing to the heavy snow 
storms and thick squally weather, to obtain any 
cross bearings, or to sight any land whatever after 
shaping a course from Koshima. 

8.—That your petitioner, after sighting Koshi- 
ma, stecred a course E. 4 8. to counteract an as- 
sumed W. S. W. current as laid down in Find- 
lay’s Directory, and to enter the Tsugar-strail s. 

9.—That consequent upon the prevalence of 
strong northerly gales, the current had assumed & 


i 
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direction about N. E., which carried the vessel out 
of her course. That on sighting the land about 
4 pm. on Feb 6th, your petitioner erred in 
assuming it to be the south point of Yezo; a mis- 
take to which the loss of the vessel is unquestion- 
ably attributable. 

10.—That this error in judgment was not hastily 
committed, your petitioner having been on deck 
for three days nights using every care that a 
prudent seaman should for the safety of his vessel. 

t the unusual severity of the winter attended 
with heavy snow falls had covered the hills and 
low lands with twenty to forty feet of mow, and 
effectually disguised the formation of the land. 
That the glimpse of the land was confined toa 
high bloff and was of short duration, not exceeding 
ten minutes. That your petitioner's great anxiety 
throughout, after shaping his course from Koshima, 
was lest the current should set him too far to the 
northward ; and that anxiously watching for the 
land under this impression may have given rige to 
the incorrect assumption that led to the course of 
the vessel being at once altered to 8. 8. W. 

11.—In bringing the ship to the wind the fore- 
sail and main staysail were blown away, and the 
ship lost mauch ground, rendering correction of the 
error, if it been discovered, impossible ; and 
equally impogsible the adoption of the intention to 
hold up until the weather cleared, the intense cold 
sendexing the bending of new sails out of the ques- 

ion. 

.12.—That under the circumstances, with the 
high sea running, the use of the lead was deemed 
useless though it was kept in readiness. The an- 
chors were on deck and every precaution that 
prudence suggested was adopted. 

18.—Your petitioner asserts that the use of the 
lead would have given him no intimation whatever 
of his whereabouts; and that this is also the 
opinion of competent seamen experienced in the 
navigation of the west and north coasts of Japan. 

14.—That your petitioner has held a master’s 
certificate since 1861, and extra-master's certificate 
since 1887; that until this disaster he has never 
lost_a vessel or a life, or met with any serious 


accident. 
15.—That no allegation of misconduct of any 


description is preferred against your petitioner. 

16.—That the finding ‘of the naval court is based 
upon the commission by your petitioner of an 
error of judgment, which your petitioner admits; 
and on the non-use of the lead, which your peti- 
tioner submits was justified. 

17.—That even upon the assumption that the 
loss of the vessel was caused by the default of 
your = ponaoner in the matters stated, the suspen- 
sion of his certificate for a period of twelve months 
is a punishment of excessive severity. 

18.—And your petitioner respectfully asks for a 
review of the proceedings by your honourable 
board ; and that the finding of the naval court at 
Yokohama may be varied in such manner as 
justice may seem to demand. 


(Signed) ANDREW THOMPSON. 


The petitioner proceeded home in the 
Bellerophon, and on his arrival in the Suez 
Canal reccived a letter from the owners of 
his late ship, dated London, May 2\st, fifty 
days after the despatch of the petition 
from Yokohama; from that letter we extract 
the following passage: —‘‘We write on 
the risk of the letter reaching you to in- 
form you that Mra. Thompsou has received 
notice from the Board of Trade that your 
certificate will be returned to you on applica- 
tion for the same at Aberdeen.” 

This is the best comment on tho decision 
of the court, the strictures upon it by the 
press and its correspondents, and upon the 
action of Mr, Acting-Consul Dolmen and the 
consular constable in those unjustifiable 
and inquisitorial proceedings in connection 
with the correspondents of this journal which 
we exposed at the time, and which has been 
subsequently severely condemned by the 
London and China Express in an articlo w- 
printed in our yesterday’s issue. 

Tho Board of Trade ovidently wasted no 
time in reversing the decision of the naval 
conrt held in Yokohama. Really, upon the 
facts, thero was nothing else left for the Board 
to do than to repair the mischief with the 
least possible delay. 


An industry so-cafled, but which really 
demands little labour and trifling outlay, has 
before this been recommended to those Japa- 
nese who are desirous of making two blades of 
grass grow where ono grew before; but an 
evident want of activity, enterprise, industry, 
call it whatever we will, seems to interfere 
with the production of saleable commodities 
which continues to be confined to tea, silk, 
or other products which no pradent nation 
would place any reliance on as staple exports. 
The cultivation of the Cinchona in Japan 
should be eminently profitable ; and we call 
attention to the following important oxtract 
from The Lancet of April 16th :— 


““We lately referred to the promising exten- 
sion of the cinchona cultivation in the island 
of Jamaica, and some further details of in- 
terest are contained in the ‘ Annual Report 
of the Public Gardens and Plantation in 
Jamaica,” for the year ending the 380th 
September, 1880, by Mr. D. Morris, M.A.. 
P.G.S., Director. The work has been retarded 
by severe hurricanes and storms which have 
inflicted great damage on plantations, but, 
nevertheless, the ‘progress has been very 
satisfactory. About 50,000 cinchona plants 
have been set out in their pormanent places, 
of which 43,000 were C. officinalis, 6000 were 
O. calisaya. and 1000 C. succirubra. No 
new land has been opened up, these plants 
having been used in planting the remainder 
of the land cleared and partly planted in 
preceding years. A striking proof of the 
suitability of the soil for the cultivation of 
the tree is afforded by the fact that in two 
plantations the original planting has been 
completely masked by the abundant growth 
of self-sown seedlings, some of which are now 
large enough to be cropped, and there is the 
promise of a succession of valuable crops for 
several years. Root bark from these seedling 
trees has realised 10s. per pound, and trunk 
bark 8s. per pound. Moreover, these self- 
sown seedlings were to the namber of 100,000 
transplanted to nurseries, where about 350,000 
others were raised from seed. Several new 
species of cinchona have been introduced, 
especially a valuable variety gf Columbian 
bark and the trne Calisaya bark; it having’ 
been found that the plavt cultivated in the 
island as such was really a hybrid, partaking 
more or less of the red bark character, and, 
although a valaable form, is less so than the 
true yellow bark. Several cuttings have also 
been introduced from Kew of the precious 
Ledgeriana variety and are thriving. This 
variety has been called by Mr. Howard “ The 
Prince of Cinchonas.” Quite recently bark 
of this form bas been sold in the London 
market at 148. 8d. per pound, and that from 
trees grown in Java has been sold in 
Amsterdam at 17s. per pound. The aggregate 
amount of bark shipped to England during 
the year was 27,299 pounds, which sold for 
£5380, and was yielded by 8248 trees. The 
evidence afforded by the rapid growth of self- 
sown seedlings that the climate of the Blue 
Monntains is specially suitable for the growth 
of cinchona is corroborated by another very 
interesting fact mentioned in the report. 
Twelve years ago a few seedlings were planted 
for expcriment on one or two estates, and 
most of the plants were removed when the 
regular nurseries were opened. Hearing last 
year that a few cinchonns had been left at one 
of these experimental plantations at an eleva- 
tion of 4800 feet, Mr. Morris determined to 
visit the spot nnd ascertain their condition. 
Nothing had been done to the land since 
1868, and the road thither was almost im- 
penotrable. Tho trees wero found to occupy 
an area of 120 square yards, and to be no 


less than 879 in number, snd some were only 
nine inches apart. Moat were of the Orown 
bark (C. officinalis), and about twenty feet 
high, with olean tall stems, the largest 
measuring fifteen inches in circumference at 
the base. The condition of the trees showed 
clearly that when a cinchona plantation has 
been established and the trees completely 
cover the ground, say in the third-year from 
planting, no further attention is necessary till 
they arrive at matarity. Mr. Morris examines 
the question of whether the extensive cultiva- 
tion of cinchona ia likely to render it an 
unremunerative object of industry, by lower- 
ing the price of quinine, but he concludes, 
with much show of reason that the death-roll 
among all the nations of the world from 
fevers, for which it is the sole remedy, is s0 
vast that there is no prospect of the price of 
quinine being seriously diminished. On the 
contrary, tho prices of good quinine-yielding 
barks have been rising. At any rate, the 
cultivation in Jamaica would seem to have 
nothing to fear, for it is estimated that the 
yield per acre from the. crow barks, in suitable 
localities and properly planted, would not be 
less than £1980, while if Ledgerian bark is 
grown it would be £2000. It is evident that 
the quinine might fall considerably in price, 
and yet its oultivation under such conditions 
might yield a handsome profit.” 


Jamaica lies betwoen 18° and 19° north In- 
titude, and enjoys a climate somewhat simi- 
lar to that on the southern coast of Japan. 
In Pern, the home of the Cinchonacee, the 
mean annual temperature ranges between 
62.6° and 53.6° Fahrenheit; the mean annuat 
temperature of this portion of Japan is be- 
tween 56° and 57° inoressing farther south; 
and tho hill ranges are identical with those 
where the tree flourishes best, namely, eleva- 
tions from 1,800 to 6,000 feet. The trees 
seem to require little if any attention, as Mr. 
Morris found in an area of 120 square yards 
no less than 379 trees, some only nine inohes 
apart, twenty feet high and fifteen inches-in 
circumference. These plants had been left 
at an experimental plantation 4,800 feet 
above the sca; and nothing had been done 
to the ground for 12 years. Seedlings yield 
bark worth $2.65 taken from the root, and 
$2.13 from the trank per pound. The Led- 
geriana variety: grown: in Java, is worth 
$4.58 per pound. The question of increased 
production diminishing prices sufficiently to 
render cultivation unremunerative is also 
considered ; and decided in the negative. In 
fact, good quinine barks are improving in 
price; and the importance of their cultiva- 
tion in Japan is shown by the value of the 
average yield in suitable localities being 
equivalent to $2,6C6 per tan of land, Japancse 
measurement. 

The rapid strides now being made by 
medical science in Japan must create a far 
larger demand for this invaluable remedy for 
fevers than now exists. Quinine value 
$100,800 was imported into Japan last year ; 
and tho import must increase for Great 
Britain, with a similar population, imported 
in the same period $0,320,000 worth. 

The cinchona tree, like the olive, requires 
some few years to arrive at fruitful age; 
but when it reaches maturity it yiclds a rich 
reward to its possessor; therefore he who is 
courageous enough to try the experiment on 
some of the slopes of hills now lying entirely 
waste, may, some sbort time hence, find 
himself endowed with a means of wealth 
more precious than a gold mine. 


Tus last number of the Ocsterreichische 
Monatsschrift fiir den Orient contains the first 
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instalment of an interesting article on the 
Chinese customs’ service. This is, the writer 
says, the best of all the improvements wrought 
in modern China, and it was originally forced 
onthe Chinese government by circumstances. 
Its importauce, however, for the finances of 
tho empire was soon recognised. It differs 
essentially from the corresponding institution 
in Japan, in that Kuropeans are mere advisers 
in the latter country, and their influence is 
much less than that of the foreign officials of 
China. “The Japanese desire to administer 
their country according to European ideas, but 
will do so themselves; the Chinese desire 
neither one nor the other, but grant the for- 
eigners whom they have learned to trust com- 
plete carte blanche.” Referring to the history of 
the service, the writer ohserves that before 
the opium war with England in 1840 all 
the foreign commerce of China was con- 
centrated in Canton, In those days a 
trade was carried on in East India Com- 
pany’s ships which was far greater than the 
present trade of Canton; and although there 
existed a kind of tariff, it was usus! for the 
supercargo to pay arough lump sum to the 
inspecting mandarins, and then to land any- 
thing or as much as he liked. After the treaty 
of Nanking, by which the ports of Shanghai, 
Niugpo, Foochow, and Amoy were opened to 
trade, a fixed tariff was also agreed to; but 


the collection of the duties was still in the 
hands of the local mandarins. The chief dif- 
ference between this and the present arrange- 
ments consisted in the application of the money 
collected. At present all this gocs to the 
central government, while formerly it went for 
the most part into the provincial treasuries, 
and was expended for provincial. purposes. 
The Peking government could call on the local 
authorities for the amount of the customs 
revenue, but it was not in a position to check 
the accuracy of the accounts. This anomaly 
was first abolished by the formation of the 
foreign customs’ service. The first step towards 
this great financial reform was bronght about 
by the action of the Taiping rebels in sur- 
rounding Shanghai in 1854. Ou account of 
the uncertainty attending commerce at the 
time, the Chinese requested the chief powers 
with which they had ‘treaty relations to nomi- 
nate members to a commission which would 
collect the duties on goods entering China in 
foreign vessels, and hand the same over to the 
Chinese authorities. Sir Thomas Wade was 
the English representative on this commis- 
sion. The customs’ revenues were taken in 
this manper until the treaty of Tientsin in 
1858. By this agreement five per cent. ad 
valorem was to be levied on imports 
and exports; and it was promised that 
customs’ duties should be levied on a uniform 
system in all the treaty ports. To sccomplish 
this the English treaty provided that British 
subjects might be employed by the Chinese 
government, and similar clauses, mutatis 
mutandis, were inserted in all the other treaties 
between China and foreign powers. Amongst 
the first thus sclected was Mr. Robert Hart, 
who since 1863 has held the post of chief of 
the service, and who has given it its present 
organization. Hoe has at present the rank of 
Chinese provincial treasurer, and in all matters 
connected with the collection of taxes and 
tonnage dues on foreign ships, a8 well as the 
so-called transit passes, he is directly responsi- 
ble to the Tsung-li-yamén. The various com- 
mnissioners of customs with their staffs of 
European and Chinese officials work under him. 
In 1880 the service numbered 2,200 employée 
1756 of whom wero Chinese, while 464 are 
foreigners, subjects of the various treaty 
powers, 


The writer then gives a brief account of the 
organization at the various porte. With this 
we are all familiar, and it may therefore be 
passed over. On the subject of smuggling he 
mentions that notwithstanding the strictest 
watchfulness and integrity on the part of the 
foreign customs staff it still flourishes, especial- 
ly in the port of Canton, for this is the centre 
of a network of canals full of creeks in which 
the small, fast, smuggling craft can find refuge. 
In Hongkong and Macao, there are, he says, 
guilds specially formed to assist in smuggling, 
and as the duty on opium is thirty Haikuan 
taels, the smugglers can afford to lose a cargo 
now and again. Women, as they are not 
frequently searched, are much employed in 
smuggling opium; the sailors and others on 


board the steam-boats from Hongkong are also 
engaged in the traffic. The ordinary clumsy 
methods of hiding the drug in the coal- 
bunkers, under the machinery &c., have long 
ago been abandoned, and among some of the 
more ingenious methods used are the following. 
A smuggler from Hongkong writes to his con- 
federate at Canton that he will leave in a 
certain steamer, and when opposite a 
certain place will throw opium overboard, 
with a small float attached to show “the 
exact spot. The stcamer passes on, and 
in a few minutes a boat emerges from one of 
the crecks in the river, and, guided by the 
float, soon recovers the opium. Frequently a 
piece of paper is used in place of a float. It 
is glued to a piece of wood which is attached 
to the opium, but is detached in a short time 
by the action of the water, and floats on the 
surface to indicate at what place the rivor 
must be dragged. Occasionally also hollow 
bamboo poles like those used by coolies for 
carrying goods filled with opium, are taken in 
the steamer to Canton, and allowed to lic 
about near the hatchways. Coolics, who are 


in the conspiracy, come on board with their 
own poles, exchange them for those on board, 
then carry a load on shore, and leave tho 
valuable poles behind them at some rendezvous. 
The article is to be continued in the forth- 
coming number of the magazine, and we shall 
again bring it to the notice of our readers, 


Tae intensity of the cold experienced 
throughout the northern hemisphere last win- 
ter, the prevalence of ice in low latitudes, 
quantities having been met with recently in 
the forty-fourth parallel, and the marked 
mildness of what we must call the present 
summer, prompt inquiry into the causes of the 
noticeable change in the character of the sea- 
sons. Certain philosophers in Europe have 
created alarm by expressing their belief that 
the northern hemisphere is rapidly drifting 
into a state of glaciation. We know from the 
writings of astronomers and physicists that 
glacial periods are cyclic, and that this 
earth passed through such a period eighty 
thousand years ago. A probable reason why 
these periods should occur is that the direction 
of inclination of the carth’s axis has a slow 
period of change. At present during the win- 
ter manths although the earth is nearer to the 
sun than in summer, the earth’s axis is in- 
clined away from the sun, and thus the coldness 
of that season. When the direction of the 
inclination of the carth’s axis has so changed 
that it is turned away from the sun when at 


winters would be even colder than they are at 
present. 
should happen is quile calculable. Another 
cause which might make a considerablo differ- 


earth’s orbit, “When this eccontricity is at ite 


our greatest distance from that luminary, our | 


The times at which an cvent like this | 


ence in climate is the cyclic variation in the; 


greatest limit the effects produced upon the 
globe in consequence of it then being further 
from the centre of radiant heat than it is at 
present, might be very great. 

Causes like these might make winters both 
longer and colder, and snow would accumulate. 
At present the northern hemisphere bas a 
short winter and during that period is nearer 
to the sun. The southern hemisphere, however, 
is badly off having a long winter and 
during that period being comparatively at a 
distance from the sun. 10,500 years hence the 
northern hemisphere will be in the same 
position as the southern hemisphere now is. 
This is the predicament into which we are 
slowly drifting, aud when it is fully realized, 
on account of the variation in the distribu- 
tion of heat and cold, the Gulf stream 
may be deflected from the shores of Europe 
and the Kuro Siwo from Japan. With- 
out giving unduo consideration to these great 
generic changes there are many smaller ones 
due to a variety of causes. During the 
past winter London and other towns in the 
northern parts of Europe were blocked with 
snow to a depth scarcely cver before heard of : 
rivers in which ice is rarely seen wore frozen 
over; and in the open country snow several 
feet in depth lay for weeks on the ground 
starving out wild animals and birds and mak- 
ing them so tame that many of the latter fed 
from the hands of the charitable. Japan has 
had her share: in the north the severity of the 
winter has been extreme, the open country 
bearing snow from ten to twenty feet. in 
depth, while on the rising lands towards the 
sea the snow was in such quantities that 
declivities were filled up, the valleys choked, 
and the whole coast line rendered quite un- 
recognizable in its garmeut of snow. Yedo 
bay, between the 35th and 36th parallels, was 
partly frozen over; and.in the south of Japan 
and China a clear sky, with bright sun during 
the day, gave a degree of cold rarely recorded 
even on isolated occasions in these parts of the 
globe. We are now advancing in the month 
of July, when the heat of summer is usually 
experienced, and find ourselves shivering in 
ulsters and under blankets with the thermo- 
meter recording 60° Fah. only, or nearly 20° 
below the mean temperature of the months of 
July and August. We lately published a let- 
ter giving particulars of a large collection of 
ice in the north of Japan at the end of April, the 
estimated area of the ice-fields being 6000 square 
miles, and almost sufficient to impede naviga- 
tion. Ice in that latitude at that season is 
quite unusual ; and judging from the direction 
of its course no other conclusion can be ar- 
rived at than that it came down from the Sea 
of Okhotsk, the theory of a drift from Behring 
Sea being incompatible with the known course 
of the currents. In every probability this 
accumulation of ice has some connection, 
directly or indirectly, with the long contin- 
uance of low temperatures. Whether the low 
temperature is the cause of the gathering of ice, 
or the ico is the cause of the low temperature, 
is a question we are not prepared to answer. 
Possibly investigation wight show that neither 
holds the relation to tho other of cause and 
effect; and that both are dependent on some 
third phenomenon on which we can only 
speculate. Possibly, for example, the Oya- 
siwo, or cold current from the north, though 
of infinitely less volume and impulsive course 
may, at rare intervals, acquire strength suffi- 
cient to deflect the Kuro-siwo, or warm stream 
which, originating at tho equator, curves at 
ithe 23rd parallel, sweeps past the coast of 
Japan, and gives to this favoured land an | 
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equality of seasons which causes the climate to 


take rank, among tho finest iu the world. It 
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is not at all improbable that such a de- 
flection might occur; for these currents no 
doubt vary iu their relative intensities and 
may reasonably account for periods of abnor- 
mal heat, cold, rain, and drought. 

Speculations of this character are, however, 
imperfect, and only serve to account for local 
variations in climate. The deflection of the 
Kuro-siwo may serve to explain the changes in 
Japan but has no bearing on the similar cov- 
dition of Europe. To throw light upon the 
general decreaso of heat, other and more com- 
prehensive causes must be inquired into for 
which the limits of this note afford no space. 


Tue diplomatic relations between the United 
States and Great Britain during the past four- 
teen years have been conducted by one British 
minister at Washington and successive ap- 
pointments to the post of American minister 
in London. Sir Edward Thornton, our minister 
in Washington, where he is highly respected, 
has been in almost continuous charge of that 
legation since Dec. 1867. He has now been 
promoted to the rank of ambassador and sent 
to St. Petersburg; and his successor is the 
Hon. Lionel Sackville West. Mr. West joined 
the diplomatic service in 1845; was attaché 
in Lisbon 1847, Naples 1849, Stuttgardt 1852 
and Berlin 1853; ‘secretary of legation at 
Turin 1858, and there several times chargé 
@affaires; secretary at Madrid 1864 and chargé 
@’affaires; secretary of embassy at Berlin 
1867; Paris 1868, and twice minister pleni- 
potentiary there ; sent as envoy extraordinary 
and minister plenipotentiary to the Argentine 
republic in 1872, and accredited to Spain in 
1878. 

This record of service shows that the new 
British minister to Washington is a gentleman 
of thirty-six years active experience in the chief 
courts of Europe ; and as his personal qualities 
are said to be of the highest class, the nomina- 
tion to this most important diplomatic post will 
no doubt be satisfactory and gratifying to the 
United States government. 


Ir we were illiberal we might be disposed 
to take up the argument against American 
trade that Mr. E. H. House had no_ hesitation 
in urging against English trade. He said :— 
“ But the desire to get English wares admit- 
ted (into Japan) upon easy terms is not the 
only reason for keeping the imposts low. 
There is another and a far more insidious 
motive. The Japanese must be prevented 
from developing their own industries, aud 
competing with the products which England 
pours into her ports. Nay, more; the markets 
must be so manipulated as to crush out exist- 
ing industries as far as possible. It is needless 
to state that, before the advent of foreigners, 
Japan found no difficulty in supplying her own 
wants. Her cotton fabrics, for one thing, were 
ample in quantity and excellent in quality. 
Now, England sends her four millions’ worth 
of raw cotton and three millions’ worth of 
manufactured annually. A huge proportion of 
tho native commodity has been driven out of 
the field of competition. How it has been 
driven out no one needs to be told who is 
acquainted with the methods employed by 
Great Britain for enlarging the area of her 
commercial tributary possessions. But who 
shall answer tho melancholy question, what has 
become of the army of cotton growers”? &c. 

The import of kerosene oil has assumed 
large dimensions, the quantity annually im- 
ported exceeding in valuo two million dollars, 
and is increasing. The effect of this import upon 
Japanese sced oil has been remarkable. On 
the 21st ultimo the market price of native 


oil was, for o quantity of about four 
koku, 115 to 125 yen, as compared with 
79.50 to 88 yen one year before, according to 
quality; a rise of 44 to 45 per cent. Some 
portion of this rise in price is no doubt attri- 
butable to the currency which has more or 
less affected all commodities, but the Chiugat 
Bukka Shinpo states that the higher value is 
due to decreased cultivation consequent upon 
the import of kerosene, the districts of 
Settsu, Kawachi, Izumi, Harima, and other 
places noted for oil yields, having materially 
curtailed the production of the sced. What is 
the result? According to the theory of the 
protectionist ;—‘as it is with cotton, so. in a 
less degree, it is with other articles. The ruin 
of a mass of cotton producers, the suffering of 
millions concerned in the manufacture and 
sole of that staple, the paralysis of a 
dozen or a hundred domestic industries, and 
the slow starvation of helpless victims to alien 
greed—these are trifles to which the promoters 
of a lofty economic principle can give no 
heed.” This is what Mr. House says. 
Kerosene, has, therefore, applying this 
theory, been ruinous to this country, and 
caused the suffering of millions engaged in 
the manufacture and sale of oil. The Chiugat 
Bukka Shinpo is of a different opinion. The 
oil growers, says this commercial authority 
have diminished their production of oil seed 
and increased their wheat and barley crops, the 
yield of these cereals being so satisfactory that a 
visible effect upon the price of rice is the result. 
Practically, therefore, kerosene oil, which is one 
of the most valuable imports, most beneficial 
in its influences, of any ever brought into this 
country, can be supplied at a price leas than 
the normal cost of native oil, weight for weight, 
while the quantity consumed, and the light 
given, are in the ratio of one hundred to one 
in favour of kerosene. Where onc man was 
engaged in the sale of native oil ten are now 
engaged as dealers in kerosene; and the 
millions of producers of native oil seed in- 
stead of calling themselves ruined have 
turned their industry to a more profitable 
source, thereby conferring an everlasting bene- 
fit upon the masses by cheapening the price of 
food. 

The new tariff, we understand, proposes to 
levy 20 per cent duty on kerosene, thereby 
directly taxing labour. What will the American, 
minister say to this? He may happily romem- 
ber that a powerful distinction is necessarily 
made between English manufactured goods and 
American kerosene; though both are in their 
way equally valuable; the latter gives light 
and health where formerly darkness and 
disease reigned, and the former provides cloth- 
ing for the labourer who cannot afford to 
purchase that made in his own country with 
the product of such labour as he only is per- 
mitted to perform. 


Tue proceedings in connection with the 
Macao gambling monopoly have entered upon 
anew phase if the information contained in 
the Hongkong Yelegraph is correct. On the 
sale of the monopoly to his Chinese friends 
for $1,015,000, Mr. John Pitman deposited 
his cheque for $10,000 with the Macao go- 
vernment. Much delay has arisen in the com- 
pletion of the purchase, the whole sum of the 
money not being forthcoming ; and up to the 
latest date the governor of Macao was un- 
decided as to the most prudent course to 
pursuc, the general opinion being that the 
lease should be put up again for sale, at the 
upset price of $1,015,000. 

The most extraordinary part of the trans- 
action, however, appears to be that on the 


presentation of the cheque, given by Mr. Pit- 
man, to the bank on which it was drawn, pay- 
ment was refused on the ground that the 
cheque was irregular. The irregularity con- 
sisted in the cheque being made payable ‘to 
order” simply, and for that reason the bank, 
acting no doubt properly, declined to pay. 
An officer of the Portuguese government then 
waited upon the drawer requesting the recti- 
fication of the omission, but Mr. Pitman is 
said to have declined to compromise himself 
further, and to have refused to make the re- 
quired correction. 

Legal proccedings have been commenced 
against Mr. Pitman for the sum of $10,000; 
and pending the hearing of the cause comment 
would be at least premature for we have not 
yet had an opportunity of hearing the other 
side. Still, as the Hongkong Telegraph, from 
whose pages we cull this brief account of the 
affair, says, it is quite clear there must be 
“something rotten in the state of Denmark.” 
Very strong opinions will be held by men of 
business; but it will be best to await the issue 
before discussing the matter further. 


Mr. D. W. Srevens, secretary of the United 
States legation in Tokio, has been “ interview- 
ed” by a Washington newspaper reporter, and 
in the course of his remarks he displayed a 
power of imagination, a scrupulous regard for 
truth, and profound knowledge of business 
which do infinite credit to his understanding. 

In reply to a question as to which nation 
is most in favour with Japan, Mr. Stevens is 
reported to have said: ——“ The commercial 
policy of the English is such as commands 
many privileges.” What privileges, Mr. 
Stevens? Come, define them, and favour us 
with a short outline of the commercial policy 
of England. This sort of thing is going too 
far; and the absurdity of it is that neither the 
secretary of the United States legation nor any 
one else can point to a single privilege en- 
joyed by England in her trade with Japan that 
is not the common property of all treaty 
powers. Perhaps Mr. Stevens meant for 
“commercial policy” the words “ vigour and 
intelligence”: their use would, at all events, 
render clear an otherwise obscure and unmean- 
ing passage. 

“They (the Japanese) realise the fact that 
we are true friends and have no inclination to 
force upon them our wares at our prices,” said 
Mr. Stevens. Just so. Americans in Japan 
never want to force their wares at their own 
prices. They come here with stocks of goods 
and beg the Japanese to take them as gifts. 
Money is no object; the exchange of com- 
modities is unnecessary. Benevolence, pure 
benevolence, is the only object of the American 
in Japan. 

“They (the Japanese) look upon America as 
their natural trading point, and, if untrammelled, 
would undoubtedly buy most of their goods from 
us,” added Mr. Stevens in a burst of confidence ; 
but he omitted to define in what way the 
Japanese are “ trammelled” and thereby pre- 
vented from buying most of their goods from 
America. He also contradicts himself, for he 
had previously stated that Americans do nob 
wish to sell their goods except at Japanese 
prices; and the Japanese price is, as a rulo, 
not very remunerative to the importer. 

“ Americans have almost entire control of 
educational affairs” continued Mr. Stevens. 
This assertion rather complicates the matter, for 
only a couple of months ago “one of the 
German professors at the university of Tokio” 
wrote to a London journal to say that “ all the 
professors at the Yeddo university are Ger- 
mans” and that the minister of the departmen§ 
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is aleos German. Now Mr. Stevens makes 
them all American. One statement is just as 
true as the other; that is, they are both 
untrue. 

Mr. Stevens, true to the policy of a certain 
class of persons who seek to promote their 
own advantage at the cost of the reputation of 
others, could not permit the opportunity to 
pass without libelling English merchants. He 
said :—‘ At present the English undertrade 
the United States by selling a very inferior 
article that in external appearance secms cqual 
to the American article.” We challenge Mr. 
Stevens to proof of this most wantonly un- 
truthful statement. What the English have 
done for twenty years they do still; and the 
Japanese have had plenty of time to discover 
which article they prefer. Until Mr. Stevens 
names the particular article or articles to 
which he refers, we are at a logs to know what 
he really means. If, however, he intended his 
words to have a general application to imports, 
we aver without hesitation that Mr. Stevens 
has made an assertion he can neither justify 
nor support. 

Mr. Stevens’ comments are a grave reflec- 
tion upon the sincerity of those of his country- 
men who permit them to pass unchallenged : 
jor we submit these assertions, made without 
authority or reason, are disgraceful to the 
author and calculated to cause much ill-feeling 
where cordial and united action should prevail. 


Tuxre are few who will read, without un- 
feigned regret, the brief notice received by tele- 
gram of the death of Mr. John Grigor, which 
event took place in Kobe on the 13th instant 
The deceased gentleman was one of our oldest 
fellow residents, having been manager of the 
Hongkong aud Shanghai Banking Corporation 
in Yokohama nearly fifteen years ago. He 
subsequently joined the Horaisha Bank in 
connection with Mr. Goto Shojiro; and since 
the winding up of that institution Mr. Grigor 
has been engaged in business of his own. For 
some time past his health had been very unsatis- 
factory, and, his medical advisors strongly re- 
commending change, he proceeded to Kobe on 
the 22nd ultimo. The malady under which he 
suffered has proved too powerful for a conetitu- 
tion which it is to be feared was weakeued by 
anxiety, and Mr. Grigor finally succumbed at 
the early age of 41 years. 

The lengthened residence of Mr. Grigor in 
Yokohama ; his many excellent qualities ;_ his 
strict probity, and sound common sense, gained 
for him many friends who deeply sympathize 
with his widow and young family in their 
heavy domestic affliction. 


Tae reference to the customs dutics that 
would have been received had the tariff been 
maintained at 20 instead of being reduced to 
5 per cent. mado by the Nicht Nichi Shinbun, 
ia deceptive and untenable. The old tariff 
provided that fourteen specified articles, in- 
cluding cotton and woollen manufactured 
goods, should pay 5 per cent.; intoxicating 
liquors 35 per cent.; all other goods 20 per 
cent. Tho tariff convention of 1866 provided 
for a general revision on the uniform basis of 5 
percent. ad valorem. From such figures as are 
at our disposal, we find the value of the trade 
for the triennials immediatcly preceding and 
succeeding 1866, the year of tho tariff con- 
vention which has been so often and so unjust- 
ly complained of, to be :— 

1868-1865... Yen 67,877,910 Duty collected 1,223,306 
1867-1869... 92,343,842 ,, » 2,028,947 

If these figures are correct the result is 
startling. The value of tho trade is collated 
from the trade returng issucd from H. B. M, 


legation; and the duty collected was kindly 
furnished by the custom house. During the 
period when the mean duty was at least double, 
if not three times, the present scale, the per 
centage received only reached 1.8 per cent. 
When the new tariff came into force the gross 
value of trade increased 36 per cent.; the duty 
received increased 65.4 per cent.; and the 
mean per centage of duty on the gross value 
of trade grew from 1.8 to 2.2 per cent 
It will be interesting to follow the increase 
in the per centage of duties reccived under 
the operation of the tariff convention of 1866. 
In 1870 the mean per centage of customs 
duties, making allowance for an abnormal 
import of rice value $12,800,000 admitted 
duty free, was 1.9 per cent. In 1871 the per 
centage was 2.9; in 1872, 2.6; in 1873, 3.5; 
1874, 3.4; 1875, including government goods 
value $3,500,000, 2.2; 1875-1876, 4.0 ; 1876- 
1877 to 1879-1880, four years, 4.14 per cent. 

From this it seems that a low tariff yields a 
proportionately greater sum of duty than a 
high one. The trade of 1863-1865 of the 
value of yen 68,000,000, only returned to the 
treasury yen 1,223,306. The trade of 1876- 
717 to 1878-79, of the value of 166,000,000 
returned a sum of 6,698,684 yen as duties. 

These figures are conclusive so far as they 
go; and they show beyond question that the 
reduction of the basis of duty from 20 to 5 
per cent. led to an increase of trade of 144 
per cent., and an increase of duty receivable 
of 447 per cent. 

We hope the Nichi Nichi Shinbun will ex- 
amine these figures, and satisfy itself of the 
increase due to natural causes and to the 
operation of the tariff. When that has been 
doue it will be seen that reversion to a high 
tariff may yield a higher revenue than the pre- 
gent ; but the effect upon trade will be reac- 
tionary and serious; for in these questions we 
must remember the quality of the bulk of 
goofs now paying duty. The cotton cloth and 
other coarse manufactured goods forming 
four-fifths of: the gross importation, are 
commodities used solely by the humblest 
cless of the people who must in the end pay 
the import duty. Add, therefore, one-fifth 
to the cost of a family’s clothing, and that 
family will undoubtedly use just so much leas, 
preferring dirt and rags to the other burden. 
upon their slender means. 

Thies journal has never opposed a fair tariff 
for revenue purposes; but it has never lost 
sight of the fact that if duties are to be levied 
for revenue the object of government must 
clearly be to increase the import of duty paying 
articles, which resolves itself into the theory 
now practically demonstrated as sound, that 
a low rate of duty (we exclude articles of 
luxury from all consideration) on an increasing 
trade is better than a high rate which, by 
diminishing trade defeats itself, and reacts most 
injuriously upon the people’s industry. 


Much amusement was recently caused at 
one of tho police courts of Newcastle-on-Tyne 
by the process of what is called “taking a 
Chinese oath.” A sailor on board one of the 
steamers in the river having assaulted a China- 
man was brought before the magistrates. The 
prosecutor was “sworn” by breaking two 
saucers, while the following form of words was 
recited :—** You shalt tell the truth, and the 
whole truth. The saucer is cracked, and if you 
do not tcll the truth your soul will be cracked 
like the saucer.” We remember sceing a cock 
beheaded in a consular court in Japan, while 
a similar formula was repeated, in order to 
obtain the evidence of a Chinaman in, we be- 
lieve, a case of manslaughter, There does not 


seem ever to have been any such ceremony in 
Japan. In our cousular tribunals, whet is 
usually called “ warning” is nothing but a re- 
quest to the witness to tell the court what he 
knows of the case; sometimes he is told to 
speak the truth, or to tell “all the parti- 
culars ”; but there is nothing like a “ warning.” 
He is not threateved with punishment of any 
kind in case of falseo witness; no higher 
power is invoked to add sclemnity to what he 
is about to say; nor do his statements differ io 
the remotest degreo from those he makes 
every day in the streets to his acquaintances. 
All the sanctions and penalties, divino and 
human, which render an oath sacred are 
totally wanting. We doubt whether there is 
any legal punishment in Japan for false witness, 
certainly we have never heard of a caso of 
such punishment being inflicted. This is a 
eubject deserving of some attention, more es- 
pecially if foreigners ever come under Japanese 
criminal jurisdiction, however limited. 

The injustice to a foreign defendant, or in- 
deed plaintiff; in these cases is obvious. He 
unless he is charged with some crime, and 
his foreign witnesses are bound by e solemo 
oath to speak the truth, while an indictment 
for perjury is held like Damocles' sword over 
their heads in case of falsehood ; but the Japa- 
nese witnesses,, and they are generally Japa- 
nese in most small police cases, have no such 
sanction, or uo such puuishment to fear. Eng- 
lish law affirmation may now be substituted 
for the oath, but in either case the punishmont 
for false witness is the same. In all civilized 
countries this offence is very heavily punished 
for the character, property, and even the lives 
of individuals frequently depend on the truth 
or falsehood of evidence given in courts of 
justice. So far as Japanese courts themselves 
are concerned, it would seem that a law punish- 
ing false witnesses with long terms of imprison- 
ment, and directing the judge to order a pro- 
secution where he has good reason to believe 
there has been such false evidence, would seem 
to meet the case. 

The present attitade of the Japanese author- 
ities towards foreign consular courts is such 
that it would be almost useless to ask them to 
extend a law of this kind to evidence given by 
Japanese witnesses in foreign courts; and it 
is doubtful whether, for instance, the English 
Jaw of perjury could ever be made to apply to 
false witness given by a British subject in a 
Japanese court. Another point thet might 
well be ascertained is, whether foreigners com- 
mitting perjury in a foreign court, other than 
that of their own country, can be indicted in 
their own court for that offence. 

In trath, the whole position is anomalous. 
Cases are decided every day in British courts 
here on evidence that would not be listened to 
in an English court at home; while cases iu 
Japanese courts involving the property or 
rights of a British subject, may be decided on 
the evidence of a witness who has taken 
veither oath nor affirmation, and who 
has no dread of punishment in case of bearing 
false witness. 


Tue monstrous theory, urged by those who 
advocate the continuance of personal and 
despotic governments, that the people are 
unfitted to bo represented, or to enjoy any 
political rights, is onc that has been applied to 
Japan on several occasions during tho past 
few years; but we have never known it to 
be strained to so fine a point as to forma 
reason. for denying to a Japanese subject the 
right of trial by jury. The Japun fail says, 
in connection with the provisions of the new 
criminal code, “ Trial by jury docs not fud 
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place among the new enactments, avowedly 
because the standard of education among the 
middle classes in Japan is not sufficiently high 
to warrant the government in entrusting them 
with such a privilege.” 

This reflection upon the education and 
mental capacity of the Japanese people is the 
more unjust because it emanates from those 
persons now forming the government who were 
a few years ago essentially of the middle—in 
some cases of the lower—class of the people. 
To argue that the people are unfitted to decide 
upon the evidence adduced in a court of justice 
for and against one of their fellow men accused 
of the commission of a crime; or upon the 
merits of a demand arising out of the ordinary 
conduct of business, is to deny them the posses- 
sion of the commonest form of intelligence, 
and declare them incapable of the enjoyment 
of the rights of freemen. ‘he omission from 
any new code of law of an express stipulation 
for trial by jury is in itself a grave slight 
to the people; but the explanation said to be 
put forward for it is a flagrant insult. Japan 
is a country where official favouritism is 
extended in every direction. Every new branch 
of trade, every new industry, all established 
undertakings, are invaded by persons sup- 
ported more or less directly by official influ- 
ences ; and these persons are the most likely to 
be involved in law suite, especially as trade in- 
creases: causes in which they appear must coase 
to be questions to be considered in the abstract ; 
they will be no longer causes between A and B, 
or C and D; they will at once assume a new 
complexion, for the judges will be more or 
less dependent upon the influences of the party 
whose connection with the government might 
render a decision adverse to himself fatal to 
the judge pronouncing it. We do not insinuate 
that this would be the case; but we unhesitat- 
ingly affirm that the suspicion is sufficient to 
destroy all faith in Japanese courts or in the 
administration of justice. Place twelve judges 
on the bench, and the opinion will be the 
same ; they are paid officials, and consequently 
unfit to decide causes in which their employers 
are interested; an argument which derives 
immense force from the restrictions imposed 
upon the press and the expression of public 
opinion. 

Much has been deservedly said in praise of 
the system and results of education in Japan ; 
but now must go forth to the world the de- 
claration of a government, themselves sprung 
from the lower rank of Japanese society, 
that the well-disposed and intelligent mass 
of people composing the best class of 
Japan, are not merely unfitted to have 
any electoral or political rights, but are 

- unworthy even to sit as jurymen to decide 
causes arising among themselves. The mis- 
chief this will do cannot be estimated at this 
moment; it is a fresh and powerful instru- 
ment in the hands of the upholders of the 
extra-territorial jurisdiction of foreign powers 
in this country. Thers is, happily, yet time 
to reconsider this damaging provision in the 
new code. 


Tue following paragraph is amusing, espe- 
cially the insinuation that the little pests had 
been brought over to London from America. 
If one mosquito is sufficient to prevent an Irish 
member from attending to his parliamentary 
duties, how many would be required to clear 
Ireland of the turbulent agitators who hare 
succeeded in disgracing the name and sullying 
tho reputation of a loyal and gencrous race of 
people? 

Residence in Japan, with a house on the 
bluff, would make tho existence of gentlemen 


like Mr. O’Shaugnessy, M.P., rather lively. | from the dust or mud in which they have been 


They would have essentially a gay time of it. 
Mosqurrors mx Lonpon. 

The Morning Post states that mosquitoes have 
made their appearance in South Belgravia. Mr. 
O’Shaugnessy, M.P., was stung by one of these 
insects the other day. and, erysipelas su ing, 
is now prevented from attending to his parlia- 
mentary duties. It is believed that the mosquitoes 
have been brought to this country in the luggage 
of American travellers. 

There is a story extant of an irritable old 
gentleman, who had vainly tried to secure a 
night’s repose in a sea-side lodging house, 
complaining to the landlady that the Norfolk- 
Howard family had taken absolute possession 
of her apartments, and that their room was 
preferable to their company. The reply was 
not calculated to soothe the excited feelings of 
the victim. “Sir! there has never been such 
a thing in my house. If you were troubled 
with them last night you must have brought 
them in your portmanteau.” It is almost 
impossible for mosquitoes to be imported in 
baggage. The state-rooms of a steamer might 
have let loose a dozen or two in London. 


We venture to make an appeal on behalf of 
a highly industrious class of people, the fomale 
tea-firers. These poor women aro engaged, as 
a rule, from an carly hour in the morning to 
five or seven p.m., their work permitting little 
if any respite during that period. Most of the 
women have families, from children in arms to 
little ragged urchins of eight to ten years of 
age who carry about their smaller brothers 
and sisters. The children, dirty and neglected, 
scorched with sun or drenched with rain, as 
the weather is kind or cruel, are to be seen 
gathered together outside some of the tea-firing 
godowns from morning till evening anxiously 
awaiting the release of their mothers, the elder 
children, half-starved themselves, wearily 
endeavouring, with wiles that would be 
childish if the children did not look so terribly 
old, to pacify the infants which, clamorous for 
food, fill the air with their puny wailings. 
Some mercantile houses, with much thoughtful 
humanity, provide rooms for these children ; 
and it is an extension of this accommodation 
that is necessary, and which we believe has 
only to be asked for to be at once provided. 

We do not know whether there are any re- 
gulations limiting the hours of labour in tea- 
firing godowns. The English factory act pro- 
vides, among other salutary conditions, that 
no child under 13 years of age shall be em- 
ployed more than seven hours a day; and that 
no female above the age of 18 years shall be 
employed in any factory for more than 10 
hours daily and 58 hours in a week, including 
time for meals of not less than 1} hours daily. 
Restrictions of this kind upon labour have 
proved to be both economical and humane; 
and should be voluntarily adopted by all civi- 
lised communities as a matter of public policy, 
and irrespective of the quantity of labour 
which places the labourer at the mercy of the 
taskmaster. In the very early hours, from 3 
to5 am. in the busy season, these women 
carrying their day’s scanty provision and at- 
tended by their young families, may be scen 
wending their way to the tea-firing godowns 
in tho foreign settlement; and at any time 
between 5 and 7 p.m. they may be seen 
coming from the godowns moro like spectres 
than buman beings. Begrimed with dust 
that serves to make the unwholesome 
pallor of their faces the more conspicuous; ex- 
hausted with a long day’s labour, and faint 
from the forced inhalation of the deadly fumes 
of burning charcoal, these women may be seen 
apy evening emerging in gangs to pick up, 


grovelling during the day, their little children 
and then to tramp wearily home, some of the 
poor creatures living four to six miles away. 
The sight is grievous: it is one that foreign 
ladies, softly lodged and daintily clothed, whose 
hardest labour is a game at lawn tennis or 
attendance at a ladies’ committee meeting, have 
no conception of. If they had we feel con- 
vinced they would be the first to take 
steps to procure the amelioration of the con- 
dition of a class of mute, uncomplaining 
labourers who work like galley slaves for the 
daily remuneration of thirty paper sen ! 

From inquiries cursorily made we find that 
during the busy season the fires in these 
godowns are lighted at 3.30 a.m. The work 
women assemble and commence their work 
from 4 to 5 a.m.; and between 5 and 7 p.m. 
they are discharged. Wages vary according 
to the supply of labour and the exigencies of 
business. from 28 sen to 43 sen; the ordinary 
figures being 30 sen, or less than seven shill- 
ings sterling per week! 


Ix a late issue we made an appeal on 
behalf of the children of tho tea-firers to the 
effect that some steps might be taken to have 
them looked after during the time their 
parents are engaged in the tea lowns. 
Our correspondent ‘ W.” informed us that 
this subject had already occupied the atten- 
tion of some of the lady missionaries, who 
had opened a school where the younger 
children were taken care of, and the older 
ones instructed in the rudiments of educa- 
tion. An examination to test the pro; 
of these children was held at the school 
house in Sumi-yoshi-cho near the public 
gardens this morning, when wo had an 
opportunity of making some inquiries about 
the management of the school. The school 
room is a part of Dr. Hepburn’s mission 
house, and is occupied rent free, which 
at the commencement of such an under- 
taking is a very great advantage. The build- 
ing, however, is situated too far from the tea 
godowns to be suitable, and it is hoped that 
a more favourable building in the settlement 
will be found although at present there 
seems little prospect of such being obtainable. 
The school is attended now by about thirty- 
six children, although at one time, when a 
Japanese was sent round to collect them, 
this number was far surpassed, at times near- 
ly fifty children being present. The instruc- 
tors are two Japanese young ladies, former 
pupils in Dr. Hepburn’s mission school, who 
are engaged at small salaries and are 
under the personal supervision of a European 
lady. ‘The studies comprise writing, both 
Japanese and Chinese characters; reading, 
arithmetic, geography, and singing. The 
children have also been tanght the catechism 
and to read some parte of the bible, so that 
it will be seen not only will the children 
be kept from running about wild in the streets, 
but will have the advantage of receiving 
a better education than their parents could 
have possibly given them. The cost of this 
school which is very slight, amounting to 
about yen 13 per month, teachers’ salarios 
included, is defrayed by the Presbyterian 
Mission and also, we believe, by private sub- 
scription. It is thought that fifty children 
could be taught for about twenty yen per 
month, but it is hardly probable so many will 
attend, while the school remains in its present 
position. The children seem to have made very 
good progress being able to read stories in 
Japanese quite fluently. A room has been seb 
apart for the infants, who are attended to by 


THE JAPAN GAZETTE. 


63 


a Japanese nurse. These children are fea| 


with milk and seem quite happy. Much; 
praise is due to the lady who superintends 
the ‘work, which must be extremely arduous, 
and we hope she will be rewarded by seeing 
the undertaking prosper which we are certain 
it will, if those connected with the tea busi- 
ness will continue their interest in it, and 
other suitable premises can be found. 


Tap letter of “ W.” in connection with the 
appeal on behalf of the infant families of the 
tea-firing women will meet with a warm 
response from all sections of the community. 
We can add nothing to this letter at present to 
further the attainment of the object of those 
benevolent ladies who have already done so 
much in the cause of the poor and infirm; in 
the promotion of the truest form of charity 
which consists in alleviating the silent suffer- 
ing of those whose lot in life is harder than 
their own. The cause speaks for itself. Wo- 
men and children never yet appealed in vain. 
Words can not make their prayer more elo. 
quent. 


THERE are many calls upon the charity of 
the residents, but little excuse is necessary 
for introducing to their notice any move- 
ment tending to provide some shelter and 
care for the families of the tea-firing women. 
These poor children when gathered together 
outside the walls of large tea-firing godowns 
present a spectacle which is not creditable to 
the settlement and the people in it; and we 
feel confident that an appeal for aid to carry 
out a scheme to withdraw these little objects 
of sympathy from the streets and the weather 
during the long hours their mothers are 
hard at work, will receive ample and spon- 
taneous support. 

A charitable lady some time ago opened a 
shelter in Sumiyoshi-cho, of which we 
recently gave a brief account ; and this lady, 
from her past experience, is sanguine that 
nursery-schools may be established on a 
sufficiently large scale for tea-firing godowns 
generally if suitable localities are available, 
and a little monetary assistance is forthcom- 


ing. 

This kind lady, whose name we hope some 
day to have the privilege of mentioning, has 
in view a house not far from No. 36; and is 
also engaged in trying to obtain cheap suit- 
able premises in other directions, in which 
she will be no doubt successful. The ex- 
penses at Sumiyoshi-cho have been very 
trifling, but there bas been no rent to 
pay; with rent the expenses must be more, 
and yet a very moderate sum will suffice, for 
which purpose we invite subscriptions. We 
are all sorry for the little children, but sor- 
vow in itself is nothing more than an idle 
sentiment. We shall therefore gladly receive 
any sum, however small, that may be contri- 
buted to the fund, and will place the amount 
received in the hands of the lady referred to, 
who will surely render a good account of it. 


Tux Hongkong Telegraph concludes an 
article on the Mitsu Bishi Company in the 
following terms :— 

This being the position, it would seem, that 
there was only one way open by which it was pos- 
sible for the Mitsu Bishi Company to derive the 
full benefit of through connection to and from 
Europe and the United States via the Suez Canal, 
namely, by working in with one or more of the 

1 lines already mentioned, and allowing 
through freight to be engaged at the highest ratcs 
obtainable in Europe or America, receiving such 
freight at Hongkong, as well as their proportion 
of freight money for the voyage henco to Japan ; 
the Mitsa Bishi Company, on their side, likewise 


engaging through freight for Eu or America, 
transferring the same to the main lines at Hong- 
kong, under s- similar arrangement. By worki 
skilfully on such a system the Japanese had 
reason to hope that they might eventually gain 
the monopoly of the carrying trade as fully as 
they had already nearly succeeded in doing on the 
Shanghai lines. 

For assuredly under such circumstances, one or 
more of the competing lines to Japan would have 
found it impossible to oppose with advantage the 
national company. In addition to which, and what 
would seem to be of more importance still to the 
company, independent steamers would have found 
it unremunerative to take through cargoes to Japan 
in the face of an efficient and regular through 
service to Europe and America, and thus the dis- 
turbance to the Japanese Southern Coast trafic, 
occasioned by these steamers Sischarein their 
cargoes in Japan and proceeding in ball to 
China ports with freight, and extraordinary low 
rates, would necessarily have been avoided. 

Another difficulty which has lately arisen, is the 
rapid development of the Coal mines of Kai-ping 
in Chihli, which if brought to a successful stage, 
is likely to affect prejudically both the coal and 
carrying trades of Japan, it is plain therefore that 
this company must bestir themselves if they wish 
to continue to work their lines with advantage. 

Ever since the opening of the Hongkong 
branch line it has been a disputed question 
whether the freight earned is sufficient to de- 
fray the cost of coal and the portage bills of 
the two steamers employed; and the anomaly 
of a small company like the Mitsu Bishi plac- 
ing two of its superior vessels on a line served 
by four mail companies, and a succession of 
private steamers, becomes apparent when it is 
understood that these two vessels are with- 
drawn from this coast line where no competi- 
tion whatever is permitted, and from the con- 
duct of the whole carrying trade of the em- 
pire, to be placed on a foreign service where 
success is dependent upon the power to over- 
come all competition. 

We utterly fail to see the slightest founda- 
tion for the belief that the Mitsu Bishi or any 
other company can, by combination or other- 
wise, acquire the monopoly of any carrying 
trade beyond this coast; and the monopoly 
here is so oppressive that its continuance is 
matter of grave doubt. 

We are glad to observe by the most recent 
papers from home that Dr. Halliday Macartney, 
English Secretary to the Chinese Legation in 
England, has received from the Queen the 
honour of a companionship of the order of St. 
Michael and St. George, on’ the occasion of 
her Majesty’s birthday. Dr. Macartney, we 
believe, first came out to the east in 1857-8, 
as surgeon to the 99th Regiment, then occu- 
pying Canton. He afterwards entered the 
Chinese service and when it was decided to 
establish a permanent migsion in Europe he 
was appointed secretary, and accompanied the 
Marquis Tseng during his recent successful 
negotiations in Russia. 

The only similar honours bestowed on 
Englishmen in the Chinese service are the 
companionship of the Bath granted to Colonel 
Gordon, and Mr. Hart, the Inspector-General 
of Chinese Customs. 


We are informed that Mr. F. E. Foster, the 
general-agent of the Pacific Mail S. 8. Co. for 
China and Japan, is about to proceed to Hong- 
kong, to which port the head-quarters of the 
company will be transferred. 

Mr. Foster has resided in Japan for some 
years where his excellent management of the 
affairs of the P.M.S.8. Co. has done much to re- 
store the popularity of an institution to which 
the port of Yokohama owes much of its pros- 
perity, and which was, from various causes not 
wholly unconnected with the company itself, 
somewhat lowered in public estimation when 


Mr. Foster took charge. The many friends 
of this gentleman will hear of his intended 
departure with regret ; while the good people 
of Hongkong are to be congratulated upon 
a change which brings to their social circle 
such deservedly popular members as Mr, and 
Mrs. Foster. 

Some surprise will be evinced at the 
transfer of the head office from Yokohama to 
Hongkong. This port has always been con- 
sidered the key to Japan and China, forming as 
it does the junction for the traffic flowing to- 
wards the United States from Hongkong and 
Shanghai, and the other ports of Japan. The 
P.M. 8. 8. Co. is so closely identified with 
Yokohama that the change can not be regarded 
with satisfaction, though no doubt there are 
numerous good reasons for it. We only re- 
flect public opinion by expressing regret for 
the necessity which brings about these changes, 


Mar. vaw per Pot, newly appointed Minister 
Resident for the Netherlands to Japan, arrived 
this afternoon (July 22nd) in H.N. M.S. 
Koningin Emma der Nederlanden, 


Tae Netherlands corvette Koningin Emma 
der WNederlanden is one of a new class 
of unarmoured full-rigged first-class cruisers, 
built on the transverse system, of Landore, 
Siemens, Martin steel, the hull being covered 
with teak and zinc. The dimensions of this 
vessel are ;—length 262 feet between perpen- 
diculars ; breadth 41 feet ; depth 25 feet. The 
engines were constructed by the Koninhlyhe 
Fabrick Works at Amsterdam, and are of the 
horizontal direct-acting type with a single 
Mangin screw-propellor 16 feet in diameter. 
The boilers are four in number; indicated 
horse power 2,670, and speed 14 knots. In 
addition to this powerful machinery the vessel 
can spread 17,060 square feet of canvas. Her 
armament consists of six 6} inch, and four 43 
inch Krupp guns. 


A spgoraL meeting of rate-payers was held 
in Shanghai on the 11th instant to discuss the 
proposed introduction of tramways into the 
settlements, and to deliberate and decide upon 
a request for permission to construct and work 
such tramways by a proposed company. 

The attendance was large, ninety-five gentle- 
men representing 250 votes being present. 
Mr. Hughes, H. B, M. Consul, was voted to 
the chair, and Mr. J. J. Keswick, in a speech 
explaining very clearly and fully the objects of 
the scheme, moved the following resolutions :— 

Resotvrton I.—That in the event of the pro- 

Shanghai Tramway Company being formed 
and subject to such reasonable conditions as may 
be agreed upon, the Council be and is hereby 
authorized to grant to the Company permission to 
construct and work Tramways along the following 
routes, viz:— 

1st.—From the Yang-king-pang along the Che- 

iang Road to its junction with the Hoopeh 
to the loo, and thence along the 

Boad to the Soo-chow Creek. 

e North end of the Honan Road 
Bri along the North Soochow Road to 
the North end of the Garden Bridge, and 
thence along Broadway to the Ningpo 


2 


Chekii 
2nd.—From 


and to give such facilities as may be found neces- 
sary for the construction and working of such 
Tramways. 

Mr. Wetmore seconded. The opponents of 
the measure were Mr. Forbes who moved an 
amendment to the effect that the rate-payers 
were not competent to grant the permission 
required without the consent of the renters of 
land surrendered for public roads along the 
proposed line: and tlat a committee should 
be appointed to confer and report. Mr. D, 
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Brand seconded, adding that the streets, which 
only avernge 23 feet, of which the tramway 
would take up 9, were too narrow. Mr. My- 
burgh questioned the competency of the meot- 
ing to define the legal authority of the council. 
Mr. Keswick took an opportunity to correct 
some inaccuracies in Mr. Forbes’s speech, and 
met the arguments adduced in favour of the 
amendment. Mr. H. Evans objected to the 
scheme for the want of consideration extended 
towards the dwellers in Hongkew, and moved 
an amendment to paragraph II of the resolu- 
tion confining the tramway to the north end of 
Garden Bridge, which Mr. Galles seconded. 
Mr. A. J. How having supported Mr. Forbes’s 
amendment, Mr. Drummond questioned the 
legality of the scheme, and concluded a long 
speech by moving “a direct negative” to the 
motion as follows :— 

That in the opinion of this meeting, tramways 
in these settlements are not desirable. 

Mr. Wainwright seconded, supporting the 
view that the rate-payers could not act without 
the consent of the owners of the land where 
the tramways are to be laid. Mr. J. G. 
Morrison having been heard against the legal 
difficulties, the amendments were put to the 
meeting with the following result :—Mr. 
Drummond's; for 75, against 155: lost by 80 
votes. Mr. Evans’s was lost on o show of hands. 
Mr. Forbes's ; for 82, against 143; lost by 61 
votes. The original resolution was then put 
and carried. 

The discussion and passing of three sub- 
sidiary resulutions, brought the meeting to a 
close, 


Tue following are the imports and exports 
to and from the ports of Korea, during the half 
year ended December 31st, 1880. 

Exports .... ... Yen 907,128 

Imports .. Boe 676,438 

84,238 of which are Japanese articles. 


Vessels entered and cleared at the ports 
number 286. 


Hisroricat students have long felt the want 
of a chart or map illustrating, in form capable 
of easy and accurate reference, contemporaneous 
or synchronological occurrences in the record of 
the world. This want is now supplied. Adams’ 
Illustrated Panorama of Universal History is a 
remarkable piece of work, both in design and 
execution, A book 28 inches by 13, strongly 
and handsomely bound, contains the “ pano- 
rama” 22 feet in length and with a superficies 
of nearly 48 feet. The strenm of time begins 
with the creation. 4004 of the common era, 
and, divided into 589 decades, illustrates the 
contemporaneous history of the world for a 
period of 5882 years. Some idea of the nature 
of this work may be gathered from the fol- 
lowing outline given by the chart of the great 
events of the period which witnessed the foun- 
dation of Rome 753 B.C., its rise and absorp- 
tion of the greater portion of the then known 
continents, its glory,and decline in 395 A.D. 
Beginning with the reign of Romulus when 
Isaiah was prophesying and Palestine was 
invaded by Shalmaneser who carried away the 
ten tribes which henceforth, merged in the 
Assyrian empire, became the Lost Tribes, and 
closed the scriptural kingdom of Isracl in 721 
B.C., we see the stream of time flowing past 
the golden days of Babylon when Nebuchad- 
nezgar had tor contemporaries Daniel, Ezekial, 
Solon, sop, Pythagoras and Confucius: when 
the temple of Diana arose at Ephesus, and 
Babylon wasa city fifteen miles square with 
walls 350 feet high, 87 feet thick and approach- 
ed by 100 brazen gates: on past the age of 


Pericles, Euripides, Sophocles, Alexander the 
Great who conquered the world and died in 
the thirty-third year of his age. When the 
great wall of China was in course of construc- 
tion and the first Punic war began, we find 
Rome under the military tribunes waging war 
and. making conquests everywhere, gradually 
swallowing, one by one, those countries that 
had formerly paid tribute to Nebuchadnezzar, 
Cyrus, and Alexander, until Egypt succumbs 
and Imperial Kome, with Augustus Cesar to 
rule over its golden days, is founded. Con- 
temporaneously with the reign of Augustus 
is the birth of Christ inaugurating the chris- 
tian era, Then comes the crucifixion, with 
Pontius Pilate governor of Palestine, the, cruel, 
Tiberius Csesar emperor of Rome, and Cymbe- 
line and Caractacus ruling over the savages 
of Britain. Then comes a succession of 


succession to the crown of England, and the 
younger is heir presumptive. 

Japan has displayed so many evidences of 
good will towards foreigners that Euglishmen 
can well afford to accept the kind intention for 
the act ; and it would surely be more consonant 
with the fitness of things that in the present 
state of the finances no expenditure should be 
incurred to furnish fresh and unnecessary proof 
of the desire of ths government to establish 
their reputation as kind, courteous, and most 
liberal hosts. 

Tue Hocht Shinbun now states that owing 
to the absence of his Majesty the Mikado 
from Tokio during the approaching visit of 
the Princes Albert Victor aud George of 
England, his Highness Prince Haruhito, 
father of the Sa-daijin the present repreeen- 


events which seem to be almost modern. 
The new testament is written; the Ptolemiac 
system is declared; the first A&cumenical 
council is held, and the Roman empire 
is divided by Theodosius. Theo spring into 
being Britain, France and Germany, Spain, 
and the Empire of the East. Mahomet riees 
and founds the faith which has its almost 
countless millions of believers thirteen hundred 
years later. With the establishment of the 
pillory the magic lantern is discovered, 
spectacles made, and Westminister Abbey 
built. Gunpowder is invented in 1320; the 
first cannon is made in 1327. Martin Luther 
preaches at Worms in 1521. Shakespeare 
lived to illuminate the world what time Galileo 
invented the telescope, Harvey discovered 
the circulation of the blood, and Milton was 
born. In 1750, when the Roman Empire had 
become a mere secondary state, Watt discover- 
ed steam and founded the true era of civiliza- 
tion. What time Mozart and Beethoven were 
charming Europe with their divine melodies, 
Great Britain was losing her American colonies 
which, but a few years later, were to found 
the greatest empire in the world. And so, on 
by the discovery of the electric telegraph, the 
creation of steamships and railways, to the 
present day. 

Of course, a work of this sort cannot pos- 
sibly contain more than references to the 
principal events in history; but these are 
sufficiently numerous to form a valuable and 
comprehensive historical chart indispensable to 
the student, and of great use and assistance to 
the scholar. 

A fall key or explanation of the plan of the 
work accompanies each chart. 


tative of the house of Arisugawa, has been 
deputed to represent the Mikado; while their 
Excellencies Sanjo Saneyoshi, Daijo Daijin, 
and Inouye Kaworu, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, and Mr. Hatisuga, an officer of the 
finance department, have been charged with 
the preparations which the generous bug 1 
tality of this country considers necessary for 
the reception of distinguished visitors. 


Tae Japan Herald translates from the 
Nichi Nichi Shinbun an article on railways in 
which our native contemporary recommends 
the adoption of the American system of 
cheap partial construction at the beginning, 
pene ade the work with the proceeds of 
trafic. In support of its recommendation 
the Nichi Nichi Shinbun instances the Poro- 
nai railway, quoting boldily from the Japan 
Gasette, without acknowledgment to the au- 
thor, a letter containing much useful inform- 
ation concerning cost, construction, &., of 
that line. 

Before urging upon public attention the 
wisdom of adopting what is called the Ame- 
rican system of railways, it is to be hoped 
the Nichi Nichi Shinbun will follow the ad- 
vice it has so frequently extended to its 
foreign eae oeaiee ; thatis, toconsider the 
conditions of the two countries and ascertain 
beyond doubt whether that which is com- 
mendable and succeasfal in a thriving place 
like the United States will be suitable toa 
country like this. The question, so far a8 
we are concerned, is not one of engineers. 
American railway engineers are most capable 
men of the highest utation; and their 
employment in Japan is purely one of ex- 
pediency and choice; but it is a question of 
which system is the best for Japan to follow 
in the construction of her lines. Reasons for 
and against the American system were fully 
set ont in an article in the same from 
which the Nichi Nichi Shinbun copied its 
details of the Poronai railway; and we beg 
our contemporary to refer to it and meet the 
arguments it contains. 


Mr. Mrraxoro, chief secretary of the foreign 
office, has been entrusted with the preparations 
for the reception of the two sons of the Prince 
of Wales, who are now making a cruise round 
the world in the Bacchante, one of the ships of 
the flying squadron under the command of 
Lord Clanwilliam. 

We have all a very high regard for the 
courtesy and hospitality shown by Japan 
towards every foreign visitor of distinction ; 
and if his Majesty the Mikado were not about 
to leave the capital on an extended tour through 
the northern provinces of his dominions, 
rendering his presence in Tokio during the 
stay of the young princes in Japan impossible, 
the proposed reception would have been thank- 
fally accepted as a fresh indication of regard 
for Great Britain. As his Majesty, however, 
cannot return to Tokio before October, there 
will be no court, and it is possible that any 
official or semi-official reception under such 
circumstances may be gratefully but firmly 
declined by those in charge of the princes, of 
whom the eldest stands next but one in 


A TeLtcRaM has been received announcing 
that the P. & O. steamer Pekin with the 
mails from London of June 17th, had been 
towed back to Singapore with broken shaft ; 
and that the mails, passengers, and treasure, 
would be forwarded on to Hongkong by the 
Dewcalion leaving Singapore at 5 a.m, to-day. 

This mail was due in Hongkong July 22nd, 
achedale time, and the delay will therefore be 
four or five days at the utmost. 


Tus American Ship is the title of a news- 
paper published in New York, and supposed 
to be devoted to commercial and maritime 
affairs. The editor is, however, not satisfied 
with merely recording facts ; he prefers to fly 
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into the realms of romance, a8 witness the| bat the scheme of formation is radically bed. This information is not only interesting bat 

following :— The plan was to collect a certain sum of Sie and : will Le nee ey when o 
ealin; i land, capital from the merchants of Osaka, several trasted with the rainfall reco on the blu! 

ts Laeger i ae Oe sear having readily subscribed, ae the nucleus of the|at Yokohama during the same periods, which 


from the sympathies of the civilised world, and | company, and then call upon the government 
Pent dapentt upon her Oe aes none for a loan of 5,000,000 yen at 4 per cent. For- 
anable to claim any of the Bree: ations as an ally | tunately the new regulations will not permit 
to join bande ae of hor difficalties.. She 8° | the government to accede to this request, for, 


no grounds for expecting sympathy from the 9 "8 
United States while constantly endeavouring to| as our contemporary puts it, @ few privileged 
divide the nation, and undermine its institutions. individuals would then appropriate 5,000,000 
Her insular position, geographically considered, | of the taxpayers’ money, and grasp the profit 
makes it imperative that, she should keep UP &| to be made out of its working to the disadvan- 
power may be Gee int of practical utility.” tage of the lenders. Again, the experience of 
The unseaworthiness of ritish vessels, naval several years proves that not one of those 
aaa meron is only equalled by the unsea- people who have borrowed government money 
worthiness of her seamen. have ever made their business profitable, or 
‘No American who values liberty to think and} |; eB abt 
freedom to act for himself, ‘Kindred, and coun- given the least satisfaction to Mate eanoeraet: 
, can contemplate the * Albion’ of Julius On the contrary, the borrowed capital has 
Cuear, 8 mere speck on our planet, assaying to been wasted, business stopped and much suf- 
dominate all the reat of the globe, without | fering has resulted. Under such circumstances 
rising repugnance of feeling at the thought that| the success oF failure of these companies is 
he might in any measure contribute to the per- 


1877 1878 1879 1880 1981 
Inches. Inches: Inches. Inches. Inches. 


January ...... 1L.71 3.99 3.36 0.99 2.45 
February . 243 4.02 439 5.83 11.25 
March . 6.28 3.39 4.86 8.03 6.11 
April. 6.63 6.47 4.39 
May.. 10.65 5.60 1.67 
June... 9.35 7.50 15.14 


—_> 


July 1-6 ...... 0.34 221 0.04 5.07 1.72 


These figures show that during the five half- 
yeatly periods the rainfall in Yokohama 
exceoded that recorded in Kobe by 57.07 
inches, or slightly over 50 per cent. 

Mr. Marshall would do good service by far- 
nishing a tabular statement giving the number 
of days of rain in each month, with dates on 
which the fall in any twenty-four hours ex- 
ceeded one inch ; together with a memorandum 
of maximum, minimum, and mean air tem- - 
A en er perature and any other meteorological data he 

This is “tall talking ; but Aebaaat esate! you lose ;” for whatever the result of the|™ay possess 5 not merely for one half of each 
understand the irritation which is sham 5 venture the profit all goes to the individual | oo" ‘but for the whole of the first four years 
Tmany, mens otherwise highly pipe ee it and the losses to the state in the form of and to date of the last year. If he will do this 
duperkien at the decline 10 aoa o unpaid and hopelessly unpayable advances. we will supplement his work with a compara- 

1ng. he editor of cn to rpeblioh bis This renlly means that the money of the people tive table of Tokio and Yokohama. 
salt for it challenges the mien that if|” misappropriated for the purpose of founding 
America holds on to her navigation laws iz formidable competition with their enter: 
Ragland will, withont an cutthroat de- prise, for it will be clear to the commonest 
wana sical Americans ty ceatand and de- understanding that no private person can 
liver” Rie trade into her hands, assa redly successfully, nor will even attempt to, carry 
absorb it all, government subsidies and go- ofRcial. aaa igh Paar ie 

H i ‘ ; 

vorament protogion not oNeie te with interfere therein, and to exploit, for his own 
America not with England. The government jo or the people's loss, the moneys of the 

of the former nation make vexatious laws ; ; 
7 . : It would be much to the benefit of this 
hich the ane meena aie country if all official countenance were with- 
to saby tn ‘ , drawn from the trading companies; and the 
ore, superfluous. direct interest of ue government in Ye 
je Bank abandoned. When that is done 

We took occasion last month to comment on cL axed Se eaat “to the opening of com- 
the puasage made by the P.M.8.8. City of Tokio dion eevard 

ith eed 6 4 he . Te aay 4 merce, and to the present absurdly small 
which vessel arrived here June 10tl after 8] quantity of exportable products being doubled 
passage of 17 days 7 hours and 33 minutes, the|and trebled. Foreign countries go not trade 
fastest run from San Francisco with one excep- | here to drain the eountry of its gold and silver. 
sui a vagegs, of ten Oe eure ceynt They want Japanese commodities ; and if the 
qouueue that the same oieapany’s vessel romagaier any erase Lag baie ed 
City of ‘Peking, Captain Berry, arrived here P 8 ee 
yesterday morning in 16 days 19 hours and 14] ‘Tux following letter has been published in 
minutes, making the best outward voyage yet| the Hiogo News :— 


liver trade into their hands, at England’s own) the people is rightly condemned. All specula- 
valuation, is too much to think o} much less] torg who are in possession of government 
ask or expect, in the lest quarter of the mine-| oanital are mach in the position of the dis- 
honest gambler who cries ‘“ heads Lwin; tails 


Accounts from the provinces are of an 
alarming character respecting the weather. In 
Ishikawa-ken heavy and continuous rain has 
caused serious injury to the growing crops. 
Twenty-nine villages were inundated and 
more or less injured, thirteen houses swept 
way, and three lives lost. In Niigata and 
Nagano-ken the rain has been extraordinarily 
heavy; and the damage done is said to be 
appalling. eens 
Tar Choya Shinbun says that Mr. Fukn- 
shima, a direct trader in silk and silk-eggs 
returned on the 9th instant from Italy. A 
gentleman who accompanied Mr. Fakushima 
says that shortly after arrival in Italy a report 
was circulated that Mr. Fakushime’s silk-eggs 
were bad, the consequence being that only 
50,000 cards were sold, and those with difficulty, 
at prices ranging from 5} francs ($1.17) to 3} 
franes (80.74) per card., The loss to Mr. 
Fukushima must be considerable, but the ex- 
perience of this treacherous and suicidal trade 
is worth having, whatever ite cost. 


recorded. : arn ae ; 
The uncertainty of outward voyages has ' Hiogo, daly Cab ee Tug interest taken by Prince Bismarck in 
long interfered with the mail and passenger To the Editor of the Hiogo News. the extension of German trade in the east is 


shown by 8 memorial which he has recently 
laid before the Reichstag, based on reports 
received from the German minister in Pekin. 
He recommends the adoption of measures for 
the maintenance and extension of the Ger- 
man export trade to China, the establishment 
of commission houses for this trade, of a 
bank to facilitate remittances, and of a line 
of steamers to China, Australia, and the 
South Sea Islands, for which a state subven- 
tion is urged. The Prince complains that 
Germany is outstripped in the east, in Aus- 


trafic by this route; steamers with immense| Degas Siz,—The following may probably 
carrying capacity and small cargoes have little | have interest for some of your readers :— 
inducement to make “ runs » and occasionally Companative TABLE OF RAIN-FALL YOR THE 
twenty and even twenty-four days across are yiest SIX MONTHS OF 
consumed, ‘The example set by the P. M. 8.8. 
Co. will no doubt become general, and the pas- 
sage from New York in twenty-four, and Lon- 
don in thirty-four, days may be depended on. 
We are in receipt of papers dated London 
June Sth per City of Peking. 


1878 1879 1880 1881 


2.77 1.07 1.10 1.58 
2.75 241 5.39 0.98 
2.01 3.85 2.22 3.65 
414 5.73 2.09 3.72 
6.35 9.04 4.69 10.19 
4.88 5.30 473 14.18 


Mucm satiefaction will be felt at the tone 


‘assumed by the Mai Nichi Shinbun towards ee a — | tralia, and in the South Sea Islands by Eng- 
the Kwausei Boyeki Shokwai. ‘The Mai Nichi : 8.68 22.90 27.40 20.22 34.25 | land, France, and America. As few of the 


Shinbun is uo fearless and honest journal of = SS ae OE 
large circulation, and its opinions are read and | Joly 1-6...+...+ Q.11 3.61 0.26 6.24 4.64 
accepted by thqnsands. Referring to the new| he firet six months of the year 1877 will 


trading company our contemporary says that . 
. the object is no doubt excellent, as the declin- be ae ay ini aera dry. 
ours very traly, 


ing commerce of Japan excites alarm not only 
among the people but in the government also, JOHN MARSHALL.. 


great Chancellor’s Latah are ever rejected 
by the German par! iament, it is more than 
probable that we shall soon see extraordinary 
measures taken to increase the German ex- 
port trade; and among others, ® line of 
steamers added to the many lines already 
running out here from Europe and America. 


5b 
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Tue English are proverbially a conservative 
people. They are slow to change, and the 
result is that institutions which have long 
lost their original object, aud have become 
weeless and even ridiculous, still linger 
aiongst us, until some iconoclast brings 
them to public notice, which generally means 
speedy destrnction. We must confess our- 
selves astonished, however, at the revelations 
made in recent papers from home respecting 
the uses to which some of the parochial 
charities in London are still put. Amongst 
“the bequests named is one to a parish for the 
endowment of sn annual feast in which the 
parishioners who have quarrelled are to meet 
and settle their differences. The sum left 
originally was the modest one of five shillings, 
but this has increased enormously, and sixty 
or seventy pounds are spent in a dinner at 
Richmond, or some other pleasant resort, 
without probably fulfilling the original in- 
tention of the testator. Another eadowment 
is given to the clergyman and sexton of a 
certain ehureh for o service to celebrate the 
defeat of the Spanish armada, while the 
failure of the gunpowder plot is similarly 
bronght to the recollection of another parson. 
Faggots for burting heretics, rescuing chris- 
tians from slavery to the Moors, and giving 
bread to poor prisoners in Newgate, are all 
subjects of endowments; othora go to pay the 
poor rates of parishes full of banks and 
rich merchants’ offices, or to the decoration 
of empty churches. It is proposed to de- 
yote all this ‘money 'to public ‘purposes. 
Probably this mensnre is only the small 
beginning of a series of acts of parliament 
dealing with the enormous endowments made 
for various ‘purposes in the city of London. 
There can be small doubt that a radical 


change will be made in these matters before 
long, and it can not be said that it-will come 


& moment too soon. 


Iy a, well-known passage in his work on 
Japan ‘Mr. W. E. Griffis attributes the mtel- 
jectnal superiority and brain power possessed, 
he asserts, by the Japanese, to the great con- 
‘samption of fish, which, if we remember 
tightly, ‘he styles“ brain-producing.” Dr. 
Beatd of New York, however, who is styled 
“one ‘of the most eminent neurologists,” 
scoutg'the notion that fish-food is specially 
‘fitted ‘for brain nourishment. Referring to 
‘this widespread popalar ‘notion, he terms it s 
delusion opposed to chemistry, to physiology, 
to histéry,an@ to common observation. He 
casts the responsibility for the almost uni- 
versal acceptance of this delusion, by the 
‘Americans at least, upon the late professor 
Agassis, “who impulsively and. without pre- 
vions consideration apparently, as ‘was his 
wont at times, made a statement to. that 
effect before a committee on fisheries of the 

* Massachusctts legislature.” ‘The statement 
became the creed of the ple. The wéll- 
known plicnomenon of the glowing (or phos- 
phorescencc) of fish in the dark is populnely. 
believed to indicate the presence of a large 
‘proportion of the nutritive element. Che- 
mical analysis, however, fails to substantiate 
this idea, bat demonstrates that the flesh of 

_ fish contains a smaller proportion of mineral 
elements than other forms of animal ‘food. 
So, if we can trust Dr. Beard, as we may 
very well do, here .is one more plensant po- 
pular delusion gone. 


— 

Tue swimming matches of the Yokohama 
Rowing Olub, the first of the season, were held 
on Tuesday afternoon (12th), and as far a8 com- 
petition 3s concerned: were rather unsuc- 
cessful, only one or two competitors out of the 


large number of entries presenting themselves. 
The attendance towards the end, both of mem- 
bers and visitors was very fair, although we 
rather suspect it was the last match that 
attracted a good many. The } mile race had, 
for want of time, to be postponed, and it will 
come off in a few days. 


T. F. Talbot aad Oppenheimer started. For 


For the first event, 100 yards, only Messrs. 


some distance they kept abreast when Mr. 
Talbot got ahead and before the half way was 
several yards in front, and Mr. Oppenheimer 
gavein. Time 3.43. Only four came forward 
for the “Headers,” Messrs. 8. Cope, Boag, G. M. 
Dare, and Wood, and a tie resulted between 
Messrs. Cope and Boag. Two more dives were 
made, the former winning. The 150 yards handi- 
cap for which only Messrs. 8. Cope and T. F. 
Talbot entered was won by Mr. Cope by about 
three yards. Until within ten or fifteen yards 
of the barge, Mr, Tulbot had the advantage, and 
to all appearances was to win, when he chang- 
ed his course and allowed Mr. Cope to take 
the lead; time, 3m. 51 sec. The Long Dive 
which had five entries—Messrs, 8. Cope, Boag, 
G. M. Dare, Oppenheimer and Playfair — 
was also won by Mr. Cope, who went a 
good distance ahead of the others. Another 
gentleman had, however, the honour of staying 
longest under water in the second dive. The 
spectators intently watching for the appearance 
of his head some where in the neighbourhood of 
the lightship were groatly astonished to see him 


eome up a yard away from where he dived. The 
steeplechase was decidedly the best and most 


enjoyable race of all. There were six starters, 
Messrs. Wheeler, F. Playfair, Boag, G. W. Play- 
fair, Blackwell, and Cope. The lead was held by 
nearly all in turn, and it was only at the last 
sampan that {it could be seen who was likely 
to win. A splendid struggle took place in 
the distance between it and the barge. Dr. 
Wheeler won closely followed by Mr. F. Play- 
fair, Mr. Boag third, the others coming on 
their heels. 

The prizes were distributed to the winners, 
and the meeting terminated. 


Tux half-mile swimming match of the 
Yokohama Amateur Rowing Club _post- 

ned from the 12th instant, eame off last even- 
ing (22nd). Out of thirteen entries only two, 
Messrs. Talbot and Samuels, started. Although 
it was supposed to be half a mile the time io 
which the race was won, viz. 13m. 11sec., 
shows that it must have been considerably 


less. Mr. Talbot had ap easy win over his: 


opponent, who was left behind soon after the 
start, and although the former went consider- 
ably out of his line before reaching the half- 
way sampan, Mr. Samuels was never able to 
make up and gave in soon after rounding the 


A steeplechase, which -had been made up 
since the meeting, ‘was afterwards competed for 
by about a dozen gentlemen, and was won by 
Mr. Stewart, second Mr. Fenner, and third 
Mr. Playfair; the others coming in some way 
behind. 


Tue Chiugai Bukka Shinpo announces that a 
great combination is being formed for the con- 
duct of trade, especially foreign trade: and an 
effort will be made to extend the system to 
those countries where Japanese merchants re- 
side. ‘The chief firms to be represented are the 
Nippon Shokwai, Mitsui Bussan Kaisha, Okura, 
Kiriu Koshio Kwaisha, Morimura, Kogio-Sho- 
kwai, and Boyeki Shokwai, and the new society 
will be called Doshiokwai. An-ominons feature 
about this new association is that it will be 
confined to merchants of Tokio and Yokohamg 


only, for the reason that those in remote 
places cannot participate in the advantages 
of the society. 
Japanese press should condemn. 
sion of the peoplo from trade except through 
these guilds is hurtful to their interests in the 
highest degree ; and forms another illustration 
ot the ease with which interested persons can 
prevent an extension of commeres, and stultify 


This is the policy which the 
The exclo- 


the declarations of the government to the effect 
that the “policy of mantaining relations of 
amity and commerce with foreign powers was 
frankly adopted,” while the guilds which ex- 
ercised a ‘“‘monopoly of trade were at once 
abolished as opposed to the principles of politi- 
cal economy” (Vide H. E. Okuma in the 
General View of Finance) 


Tue Chiugai Bukka Shimpo farnishes seme 
additional particulars of the new silk associa- 
tion, of which the following is o close trans- 
lation. 

“ Messre. Hara Zensaburo, Mogi Sobei, and 
Shibusawa Hisaku,: with the Boyeki Shokwai 
and the branch of the Mitsui Bassan Kwai- 
sha, propose to organize, at the old 
Kiito Aratame Gaisha, an association for the 
conduct and control of silk business: and 
they have decided to lend money upon silk 
sent down from the producing districts, and 
themselves transact all sales with foreigners 
at that place. All wholesale silk merchants 
have joined this association: and the three 
gentlemen above-named, with Mr. Asafuki 
Yeiji, of the Boyeki Shokwai and Mitsu Bishi 
Steamship Company, and Mr. Umagoye of the 
Mitsui Bussan Kwaisha, have been appointed 
directors, Operations will commence in August. 

“If this business becomes really extensive 
our merchants will get rid of the monopoly of 
foreigners, and no greater benefit can accrue to 
them than this, But we advise the directors 
not to raise the price indiscriminately and 
keep silk unsold because they are strong 
enough to lend money upon it.” 

These repeated announcements of exactly 
the same tenor seem to point clearly to the 
establishment of a powerful dictation seriously 
affecting the conduct of the most important 
branch of trade in Japan. 


Tur Mai Nichi Shinbun is responsible for 
the statement that a certain Prince Hisachika, 
now resident in Kioto, is about to make an 
extensive tour throughout the empire, com- 
mencing with Kochi ken, for the purpose 
of endeavouring to check the spread of 
christianity. 


In spite of the bad weather and in conse- 
quence ef the great exertion of a distinguished 
member of the consular body, there was s good 
audience at the farewelliconcert of Madame Caran-" 
dini last evening (July 8th). The troupe has been 
unfortunate here; arriving after the regular 
season had finished they have had the addi- 
tional misfortune of weather which in itself 
would tend to keep away many who would 
otherwise have attended the concerts. This 
being the case it was determined to make a 
special effort for the farewell performance and 
we cannot sufficiently thank the amateurs, 
both ladies and gentlemen, who so cheerfully 
came forward on this occasion. In fact, the 
whole of the instrumental music (with the 
exception of one number) was contributed by 
a few members of the choral society and other 
friends. These consisted of half a symphony 
by Haydn ; a trio by the same master; a duet 
arranged from Mendelesohn’s violin concerto, 
and the violino obbligato accompaniment to 
Robandi’s celebrated air “Alla stella confi- 
dente.” (These, were) all>rendered in a very 
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leasing mannef ; and if the selection 
all that could be desired still we are none the 
less indebted to the executants, especially the 
lady performers. It je trae that the tempt 
might, in most of the movements, have been 
guickened with advantage ; but we must not 
be hypercritical as the fault of playing too 
slowly is common to nearly all amateurs. 

We understood that we should be favoured 
with some vocal music from the lady-amateurs, 
but suppose that must have been a delusion, 
as the only song besides those contributed by 
the members of the operatic company was 
Matte’s “Non é ver?” Madame Carandini 
sang Gobriel’s “ Forsaken.” Mise Carandini 
wes applauded to the echo, and recalled after 
the air“ Alla stella confidente.” Mr. Fischer 
obtained the sympathies of the French and 
German members of the community by his 
rendering of Gounod’s ‘ Nazareth” and Schu- 
bert’s serenade ; while Mr. Sherwin contributed 
his share of the various concerted pieces. 

‘We should mention that the pianoforte used 
last evening was generously leat by the president 
of the German Club, and that there was a good 
sprinkling of Tokio visitors at the entertain- 
ment. We are sorry to see that another con- 
cert is advertised for to-morrow. In the first 
place this is impolitic, for no one can expect to 
get an audience in Yokohama on mail-night ; 
And, secondly, such action a8 this, after ladies 
and gentlemen have consented to assist at what 
purported to be the last performance, is, we 
consider, a breach of faith towards the public 
in general, and towards our musical amateurs 
in particular. 


Tax comet was clearly visible last night 
(24th ulto.) at nine o'clock in a direction 
almost due north. The distance from the earth is 
rapidly increasing, and the brillianey of the orb 
and tail diminishing. 
but on very bad authority indeed, 

that a meeting of the leading foreign represent- 
atives was held at the Club Germania to-day 
(17) to settle some concerted regulations to mark 
the progress of time, and vary the monotonous 
“gilence that hangs over the settlement. The} 
gentlemen present were clearly of opinion that | 
each consulate should provide 4 thirty-five ton 
gun to be fired at sunrise, 8 a.m., noon, 4 and 
8 p.m., and midnight ; time to be calculated 
by treating the longitude of the reapective | 
capitals as zero in order to prevent the 


We learn, 


simultaneous explosion of two or more 
guns. On the celebration of any national | 


event by any of the fifteen treaty powers 
(which is done about three hundred and. 
seventy-five times in the course of the year), 
each consulato will fire a salute of; 
“twenty-one guns within an hour, alternately, | 
commencing with the consalate of the nation | 
which is fortunate enough to have a national | 
event to celebrate; the remaining nine hours 
will be filled up by salutes from ships of war, 
the forts, &. The birthdays of absolute 
monarchs will be marked by a feu de joie, ac- 
companied by dynamite explosions. Similar 
anniversaries of distinguished persone, inde- 
pendence day, the fall of the Bastille, &c., 
will be duly celebrated on a sliding scale, the 


| Japan on the articles 


was notjensure the proper respectful observance ot| 


those great events which threaten to be over- 
looked if active measures are not adopted to 
remind the handful of people here that they 
have each a separate duty to perform, irrespec- 
tive of the annoyance its performance may be 
to all others. 

The most eligible situation for the enjoy- 
ment, of the treat to be provided will be, of 
course, the bund, which is, figuratively speak- 
ing, in a state of perpetual bombardment. 
Rent is, however, rapidly rising in that loca- 
lity 5 ith a view of conferring upon 


and it is wil 
the rest of the settlement similar advantages 
that the consuls will each keep up running 
fire from their big guns on every occasion 
which can be possibly strained into an excuse 
for so doing. 

A proposition made at the meeting to fire 
minute guns was vetoed ; but 1 suggestion is 
being considered whether hourly guns would 
not be of greater service to the community 
than the dozen or 80 fired at intervals by each 
consulate during the twenty-four houre. 

Tue French community were en féte yester- 
day (14th) in commemorat ion of the anniversary 
of the fall of the Bastille in 1789. All their 
business firms and the banks were closed, 
and their houses decorated with « profusion 
of lanterns and fings. A banquet had been 
prepared on the site of the French camp, 
which had also been festooned with lanterns. 
At 7.30 p.m. the banquet commenced. Nearly 
eighty or ninety persons sat down to table, and 
among others the French Consul and the 
officials of the Consulate were present. 

‘A varied and select repast had been prepared 
and was enjoyed by those present. After the 
cloth had been drawn several speeches were 
made and toasts drunk, the Consul proposing 
“ La République” which gave the patriots au 
opportunity of shouting ‘ Vive la République,” 
which they did with great empressment, the 
eclives of which were heard for some distance. 
This was followed by several other toasts, Mr. 
Dallas proposing the “ French Colony ” in the 
name of those mombers of the English com- 
munity who were present. 

Some fireworks varied the proceedings which 
were enlivened by an excellent Japanese band. 
After the banquet the French Consul, M. Jous- 
lain, held a reception. 


— 


Tus accusations made against Sir Harry 
S. Parkes, Her Majesty’s minister to Japan, 
are being narrowed to a point. Sir K. J. 
Reed founded the charges contained in the 
unjustifiable introduction to his work on 
which had appeared 
at frequent intervals in the Tokio Times, then 
conducted by the person who subsequently 
recapitulnted them in another not less 
virulent form in the pages of the Af- 
lantic Monthly. “ Asiaticus,” correspond- 
ent of the Pall Mall Gazette, apparent- 
ly acting in concert with the othera,| 
drew attention to the article in the Atlantic 
Monthly. Sir E. J. Reed then followed ina 
letter to The ‘Limes in which he said, refer- 
ring to the charges contained in his book, 
“every one of these statements (with one 


lowest form of which is a running fire of re- 
volvers, blank cartridges, Chinese crackers, &c. 
performed in the main streets of the settle- 
ment. 

Sunday morning is to be ushered in by the 
simultaneous discharge of all the consular guns 
at daybreak; a fall response to be mado by 
every man-of-war in harbour with its heaviest 
artillery. 


By measures of this sort the authorities hope 


oxception named) is perfectly trae.” Sir 
Harry Parkes, under the correct impres- 
sion that he should no longer remain 


silent, repties, in these emphatic words: 
—“Thongh silent under the refuta- 
tion of the reviewer, Sir E. J. Reed 


now declares in 
statements with 
porfectly true. 
to give them 


your columns, that all those 
the exception of the last are 
I therefore feel called on 

an equally unequivocal 


to arouse the patriotiem of their ‘nationals, and’ denial, and to state that they are all and 


severally untrue.” To this letter Sir E. 
J. Reed replies in another reprin in 
this issue; and without attempting to 
substantiate any of the accusations 80 freely 
made he still endeavours to give them colour 
by saying that during hie stay in Japan he 
came to the conclusion ‘it was high time a 
change of minister shonld occur.” Turning 
again to his book we find nothing ia 
support of assertions which no person of 
honour would have ventured to make 
withoat real, uneqnivooal proof, but phrases 
auch as, “I am told;” “it is we are 
said to;’ “I am recording what I heard 
from others” &c. with the addition of 
theso significant words: — “ The members 
of the Japanese cabinet are not, so far as I 
know, the authors of these complaints ; to 
me, at least, they were exceedingly reticent 
on all auch matters, exhibiting a delicacy of 
sentiment in this respect which we can only 
admire.” 

Sir E. J. Reed is followed by Mr. House, 
who cites as witnesses General Grant and 
Sir John Pope Hennessy. Let impartial 
judges peruse the reflections of General 
Grant on English policy in the East detailed 
in Mr. John Russell Young’s book ; and Sir 
John Pope Hennessy’s speeches in Japan ; 
and ask themselves if an English minister, 
deservedly esteemed and respected by all 
residents, some of whom were here before 
Sir Harry Parkes came to Japan, should 
be placed upon his defence on charges which 
have no better grounds to rest upon than 
the superficial opinions formed by travellers 
who had nothing more than a casual acquaint- 
ance with a people whom the most experi- 
enced resident is, year by year, more tho- 
roughly puzzled fo understand ? 


Tae Mai Nichi Shinbun announces that 
among several plans for the regulation of silk 
sales, that has been selected which provides for 
the discontinuance of the practice of submit- 
ting parcels of silk to foreign firms for inspec- 
tion prior to purchase. This business will, 
from the Ist September, be transacted iu 
Honcho Rokuchome, Yokohama, where all silk 
ia to be stored, and where intending purchasers 
can attend to make their inspections, 

Our contemporary adds a little information 
of the greatest importance. It is that as all 
silk brought from the producing districts will 
be stopped at this establishment, 6 large capital 
is naturally required; and a proposition is 
made to apply to the government for an advance 
of 750,000 yen. 

SeveRaL contradictory rumours respecting 
the date of the Mikado'’s departure on his 
northern tour are afloat, says the same journal, 
but it is now said to be definitely fixed for 
the 30th inetant. The estimated cost of the 
journey, originally 200,000 yen, is now in- 
creased to 250,000 yen. 

A rich coal mine deposit. has beou dis- 
covered at Kikushima-Gori, Iwaki; and ¢he 
proprietor is now making arrangements to 
work it. 

‘A MURDER Was committed on Thursday (14th) 
night, ata tea house known as Ishiwara’s on tho 
hill opposite the Cliff-house dairy, and overlook- 
ing the sea. The housekeeper was the victim, 
and revenge not robbery is supposed to have 
been the motive for the crime. Our readers 
will recollect the record of a murder of a 
woman at this tea-house, in May Inst. We 
endeavoured to ascertain whether the murderer 
had been deteeted, but the police appatently 
knew nothing of the matter, 
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Tax passion for what is called direct trading 


is spreading. Some enterprising people, says 
the Hothi Shinbun, have formed a company at 
Maibashi under the name of the Jiomo Kwai- 
sha, for the purpose of directly exporting silk 
and other products of that district. The 
formation of these companies seems to point 
to the belief that any Japanese, experienced or 
otherwise, can carry on commerce of this kind. 
They will all have to pay heavily for their 
experience. 


On Thursday evening, the 14th instant, 
a farewell meeting of the members and 
congregation of the Union Church was held 
in the lectare room attached to the Church 
in honour of Dr. L. H. Gulick, pastor, 
who is leaving Japan for China in order to 
take charge of the American Bible Society’s 
work in the Celestial Empire, which has in- 
creased so very much of late os to render Dr. 
Gulick’s permanent presence on the spot an 
absolute necessity. About fifty persons were pre- 
sent, and the meeting was opened with prayer 
by the Rev. Mr. Soper, after which the Rev. 
J. H. Ballagh delivered an address. Miss Bal- 
lagh then gave a recitation, and Mr. Haffenden a 
reading, after which refreshments were handed 
round. Rev. Mr. Bennett, Mr. Haffenden, and 
Mr. Elmer then delivered addresses and the 
meeting was brought to a conclusion by a speech 
from Dr. Gulick. The calling of Dr. Gulick 
to another field of labour is very much felt by 
his parishioners here, by all of whom he is held 
in the highest respect. 


Tue prizes presented by Mr. Beretta to the 
Yokohama Rifle Association were competed for 
on Thursday, 14th instant. * 


Mr. 
” 
» 
» 
» 


Favre-Brandt ... 

The winner of the first prize thus scored 
84 points out of a possible 100; and at the 
700 yards came short by 2 only of s complete 
record of bulls’ eyes ! 


» 


Frou the Chiugai Bukka Shinpo we gather 
the following particulars of dividends paid by 
four companies for the half-year ended June 
30th last. 

The Specie Bank... 4 yen equalto 8°/, perannum. 
Tokio Stock Ex- 


CHANGE! verseeeeeee25 99 nn BD uy nw 
Yokohama Stock 

Exchange.re.82 5) 99 99 Choy yoo 
Tokio Marine In-° 

surance Co....... Bh, 9) we Ws so 


The Amoy Gazette says :—It is pnmoured 
among the native population that intelligence 
has reached this port ( Amoy ) that the 
inhabitants of Wun Chiu and Tai Chia havo 
revolted and are committing tremendous de- 
predations and that the Imperial troops under 
the famous Tin-tai Ngo Ong Guan, Alias 
Ngo Puat, formerly an Amoy boatman, who 
thirty years ago, bravely distinguished bim- 
self by fighting and dispersing the rebels 
at this port, had gone and mot thom, and 
after threo unsuccessful battles, tho imperial- 
ists were repulsed with losses. Owing to the 
critical stato of affairs Ngo Ong Guan has 
thought proper to sond his family to Amoy, 
where they aro at presont. Rumours are 
also prevalent that tho inhabitants of Keng 
Chiu (province of Kwangtung) have likewise 
revolted, 


Hoty Reports. 


H. B. M. Covrr ror Japan. 


Before R. T. Renntz, Esq., Judge. 
Wednesday, July 13th, 1881. 


Yenomoro Yasossi vs. Captain OF THE Britis 
BarquE Ordovic. 


Claim for damages amounting to 574 yen 
sustained through a collision. 

Adjourned from the 28th ultimo. 

The plaintiff did not appear when the 
court opened this morning, and as the 
former mate of the Ordovic was expected to 
arrive in Yokohama during the day, his 
Hononr adjourned the hearing till 3 p.m. 


The court re-assembled at 3.30 p.m. when 
the plaintiff appeared. He again requested 
His Honour to adjourn the case as his wit- 
ness had not yet arrived. 

His Hononr said the court could not again 
adjourn, having given plaintiff sufficient time, 
and as judgment had been prepared. 

The following judgment was then read : 

I have with the assistance of a nautical 
assessor, (Captain McDonald) given care- 


Thursday, July 14th, 1881. 
Avex. Cragk vs. ANDREW JAFFRAY. 


Plaintiff petitioned the court to oblige the 
defendant to remove some Japanese houses on 
plaintiff's property, lot No. 128, defendant 
having in contravention of the terms of the 
lease and of the title-deeds, let a portion of 
the said property to Japanese, and allowed 
them to erect buildings thereon. 


Defendant denied having let the ground to 
Japanese 


Alexander Clark, sworn, said :—I am the 
proprietor of lot No. 123, Yokohama. I 
have here the lease and title-deeds of the 
property, which I bought from Mr. Benson's 
executors. (Lease and title-deeds produced, 
and marked Exhibits A. and B. respectively.) 
I received a letter from the British consul 
stating that the Kenrei had made a complaint 
about the Japanese being allowed to occupy 
tay property. After this a notification was 
published in the Japan Herald warning Bri- 
tish subjects against allowing Japanese to 
build on their ground in the settlement. I 
went to the English consal then, and after- 
wards wrote a letter to the defendant. 
(Letter produced. Exhibit D.) I received 
no answer whatever. After seeing the 
consul again, I wrote a second letter but 
without effect. The defendant sub-let the 

round to the Japanese without permission 


ful consideration to this case and xam|from H. M.< panese authori- 
satisfied from the evidence produced, that im- set y ae cag 7 ae eaaaivioe'at the 
mediately before the collision the Ordovic|congulate and at the Kencho. He also allowed 
was close hanled on the port tack, and|tho Japanese to build several houses or 
that the junk was going free on thelrather sheds, which is against the terms of 
starboard tack. Under the circumstances it|the lease. I wrote to him, but received np 
was obviously the duty of the junk to havelreply. If I allow Japanese to build on the 
given way to the Ordovio; but it is clear|iot without the permission of the British 
that she had a bad look out and that|/congal and Japanese government, the, ground 


if she changed her course at all before) will revert to the Japanese. 


the collision she luffed up when she ought 
to have done exactly the reverse. 


If 
she had held her course it seems probable 
that the collision would have been avoided ; 


His honour said he could not receive this 
statement without evidence. 


Mr. Clark said Mr. Dohmen had written 


nd the nautical assessor is of opinion that|him to that effect. ; 
she mancenvres of the barque, considering} His honour said plaintiff might call Mr. 


that she was close-hauled on the port tack,| Doh to testify to his signatures on the 
tand sighted the junk first on her lee-bow, ettors y is signata 


were not improper. 

I must then hold that the junk was solel 
to blame for the collision which occurred, 
and dismiss the petition. 


Thursday, July 14th, 1881. 
L. C. Masren vs. J. Grigor. 


Claim for $1,500. 

Mr. Bellasis appeared for plaintiff. 

Mr. F. A. Cope as the friend of the 
defendant, asked that the case be dismissed, 
as he had received a telegram from the de- 
fendant’s brother in Kobe, informing him of 
the defendant's death. 

Mr. Bellasis asked that the case bo tried, 
as Mr. Cope was present for the defendant. 

His Honour said Mr. Cope appeared only 
to give the court notice of the defendant's 
death. 

Mr. Cope added that Mr. Grigor had 
shown him a reccipt for tho money claimed 
before ho loft for Kobe, and the receipt 
would doubtlessly bo found amongst his 
papers. 

Mr. Bollasis said ho could provo that such 
was not the case. 

Mr. Copo was sworn and repoated his 
statements producing the telegram, 

The case was then dismissed, 


Cross-examined by the court:—I know 
that the defendant let the ground to. Japan- 
ese, as I wont to those who live on the 
property and asked them who let the ground 
and to whom they paid the rent. They said 
the defendant’s black servant collected the 
rent. 


Mr. Jaffray had no questions to ask. 


Mr. Dohmen was then called to give evid- 
ence and when duly aworn said: I received 
two complaints against Mr. Clark from the 
Kenrei. ‘he first of these is dated May 17th 
last; in this the Kenrei stated that Mr. 
Clark had disobeyed the terms of the lease, 
and he therefore requested me to confiscate 
the property. In the second letter which is 
dated June 29th he states that Mr. Clark in 
contravention of the rules of the Convention 
of 1866 had allowed Japanese to put up sheds, 
and requested me to order him to remove them 
at once. I communicated this to Mr. Clark. 
Lissued the notification which appeared in 
the Japan Herald, warning British subjects 
against letting property in tho settlement to 
Japancso. Mr. Jaffray has not applied for 
permission to allow tho buildings to remain, 
nor has any ono dono so on his behalf. 


To Mr. Jaffray :—The Konrei has asked 


me whether I had any objection to a loase of 
tho premises boing granted to Japanese. I 
refused to.allow it, Ihave not allowed any 
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lots to be so eccupied in any portion of the 
settlement. You came to see me about this 
business. Iam aware that you applied to 
the Russian consul, and to the Japanese 
authorities. 


The defendant was then put into the box 
and sworn :—This property in question has 
been occupied by me as a livery stable for 
the last thirteen years. About ten years 
ago I took a portion of it from Mr. Benson, 
with similar tenements as are there now. 
A portion of them were then occupied by 
Japanese. Some time after that, I renewed 
the lease from Mr. Berson, but before I re- 
newed it, Mr. Benson bronght a case, similar 
to this one, before H. B. M. Court against 
me, respecting the Japanese who were occup- 
ing the houses. 


Copy of the report of the case published 
in the Japan Mail handed in and marked 
exhibit E. 


The complainant was non-suited. A short 
time after that the lease was renewed, under 
the distinct understanding that I could sub- 
let the premises to whom I pleased. I after- 
wards Gia so to 8 Russian subject named 
Janssen. 1 have here a copy of this lease: 
marked Ex. F. : 


About a month ago I received two 
letters from the plaintiff. They are mark- 
ed Exhibits D and E, I believe. I called 
on H. B. Acting-Consul, and showed him 
the letters. He advised me to call at 
the Kencho, and ascertain against which 
Japanese the complaint was made. I did so, 
bat could get neither assistance nor infor- 
mation. I then saw the Russian Consul, 
who informed me that my sub-lessee had 
left Yokohama, and would not return for 
some months. Lalso showed him the letters. 
He said be could not assist mo in any way 
as according to Russian law the enb-lessco 
had done nothing wrong. The Japanese 
who is on the place represents himself to 
be Mr. Janssen’s servant. Of the rest of 
the property, one portion is let to Mr. Ander- 
son a British subject and a contractor. The 
remainder of the lot is unoccupied as the 
whole of the buildings on the lot 
were burnt down in December last. Since 
the fire, as there is only a short portion of 
the lease to ran, I did not think it worth 
while to rebuild them, and I could not do any- 
thing else than let the place as I did. 1 con- 
sider the petition is wrong inasmuch as I 
cannot take on to remove other people's 
servante or houses. I could not be expected to 
reconstruct good buildings with only a short 
part of the lease to ran. 

To Mr. Clark:—I know nothing of the 
convention between the governments of Great 
Britain and Japan. I never saw the title- 
deeds. I do not know how many houses 
Mr. Janssen has on the property. I do not 
know that Japanese have built on the pro- 
perty. I have not sub-let any of the land 
to Japanese, nor have I built any houses on 
the lot. [ have let the ground to Mr. Janssen 
and Mr. Anderson. Mr. Janssen pays $10. 
Mr. Anderson pays $5. My servant pays the 
balance. 

Mr. Clark said he was extremely sorry, 
bat he was forced to say that the defendant 
had perjured himself. 

‘The judge sternly ordered the witness to 
withdraw these words an injunction which 
was promptly obeyed. 

Mr. Jaffray bad nothing to add to his 
atatement. 


Judgment reserved. 


July 18th, 1881. 
JUDGMENT. 

In this enit the plaintiff claims relief 
against the defendant on the ground that the 
defendant being tenant ander him of certain 
land situate in the foreign Settlement of 
Yokohama, known as lot 123, has imperilled 
hia, the plaintiff's title to that property by— 
st sub-letting the let to Japanese without an 
official act of authorization in contravention 
of the terms of the title deed ; 2nd constructed 
or allowing to be constructed, on the lot, 
certain sheds or buildings of a character pro- 
hibited by article VI of a certain convention 
between H. M.’s minister and the Japanese 
authorities, made in the year 1866. 

As regards the first point the defendant 
denies that he has sublet the lot or any por- 
tion of it, to Japanese, and the plaintiff has 
failed to produce any evidence that he has 
done so. As regards the second point it is 
clear that the sixth article of the convention 
of 1866 has no application to the land in ques- 
tion. That article only professes to affect 
buildings to be erected upon any lot of land 
comprised within the plan annexed to the 
convention marked A, and a reference to 
that plan and to the third article of the 
convention shows beyond all doubt, that the 
land comprized by the plan consists only of 
eight particular blocks of land amongst which 
lot 123 is certainly not included. The plain- 


tiff fails therefore on both parts of his case, |- 


and his petition must be dismissed with 
costa. 


Thursday, July 21st, 1881. 
Assorr vs. Cook and Cook vs. ABBOTT. 


Mr. Hill appeared for Mr. Abbott and Mr. 
Lowder for Mr. Cook. 

The conrt sat to-day to receivo the account 
of the referee. 

Mr. Hill said he objected to some of the 
conclusions arrived at by the referee, and 
that he proposed now to revise the accounts. 

His Honour said the report must be taken 
as read. 

Mr. Hill said he had not many points to 
which he look exception to, but he hoped 
these would be reformed. As there had not 
often been such large cases of reference 
before the court, he did not exactly know by 
what rales he was to be guided by. 

His Honour said rule 50 was the only one 
which they had to look at, which says that the 
court may adopt completely or partially the 
decision or finding of the referee. 

Mr. Hill said that during the reference all 
the accounts were gone through carefully 
and afterwards both counsel made argu- 
ments which lasted several days. He thought 
the referee had not quite followed the letter 
of the law during the proceedings before 
him. There were some issues cf versely 
between the two parties and the referee 
had neglected to show how he arrived 
at his conclusions on these points. The re- 
sults of the calculations were as far as he 
(Mr. Hill) knew, quite correct. The referee 
should in fact have given more reasons for 
his having arrived at certain conclusions 
than he did. The referee had also touched on 
what were, in Mr. Hill’s opinion, irrelevant 
points. Mr. Hill said he would enter into the 
different parta of the finding which he disput- 
ed; the first was in the 8th voyage account 
where Mr. Abbott is debited with $1,883, 
which was wrong. As s matter of fact the 
defendant Cook received on account of the 
voyage $3,900 or gross $4,400 besides demur- 


| Page $940, and this is the issue between the 


acconnts and the finding of the referee. 


Exhibit E which is a promissory note, has no 
direct reference to the north-west charter. 
This promissory note is dated after the ninth 
voyage was completed and the tenth voyage 
about to be undertaken, and the referee has 
wrongly concluded that exhibit E repre- 
sented the north-west charter, and no evidence 
will be found in the records of the hear- 
ing before the referee, to connect the pro- 
missory note with the north-west charter only. 
The itom $2,517 was made up of ex- 
hibit E, and $500 commission claimed by 
Mr. Cook, an item of $82.99, the pro- 
ceeds of bill of exchange of £600, three 
boxes of copper cattings, &c., all charged 
in the ninth voyage, and before the date of 
ex. E which included, according to the 
referee, every thing Mr. Cook received up 
to the date of exhibit E, but this was not 
the case, Mr. Cook having received more. 

Mr. Hill put in a paper showing how the 
amount plaintiff claimed differed under this 
head from the conclusion arrived at by the re- 
feree. He contended that the promissory note 
was a settlement of all the transactions up to 
that time including the £600 draft, and thatthe 
referee was wrong in not including the £600 
draft in the promissory note and the issue is, 
that in the referee’s opinion the amount of 
the bill of exchange was received by Mr. 
Abbott while it was in reality received by 
Mr. Cook. 


Mr. Lowder said that as the referee, Mr. 
Englie, had merely acted as juryman, it was 
Mr. Hill's proper course to ask for a re- 
hearing of the case. 

His Honour said that it was probably the 
last day he would be able to sit and that 
it remained open to the counsel to decide 
whether they would be able to finish their 
arguments to-day, and he wonld give a 
Summary jadgment during the course of 
next week, or whether they would wish to 
leave it to Mr. Robertaon, who would act as 
jadge during his absence. 

Mr. Hill said it would not take him long 
to go through his arguments, and Mr. Low- 
der thought he would be able to finish in 
half an hour, so it was decided that Mr. Hill 
should give the heads of his objections and 
leave it for his Honour to consider them and 
give judgment before his departure. Mr, Hill 
said that the evidence of his client had been 
Set aside by the referee, althongh corroborat- 
ed by a Chinese servant, and that he had not 
given sufficient reasons for doing 0. It 
would be seen that the referee had from 
beginning to end taken Mr. Cook's evidence 
as fact, and by doing so, implied that Mr. 
Abbot had not told the truth. 

Mr. Hill next took objection to the Abrek 
account for $1,524 in which the referee had 
decided that Mr. Abbott had received the 
money, while there is no evidence to support 

is. 

His Honour asked Mr. Hill only to gi 
the heads of his objections, and: he Weald 
ask Mr. Enslie afterwards for the reasons he 
had in coming to the conclusions. 

The next item Mr. Hill disputed was tho 
Ohrisophoro Colombo for coal, amounting to 
$999 which the referee has found against 
his client. Then after this came the Zen- 
nesses coal item which Mr. Abbott denied 
having ever received and which Mr. Cook 
says he does not remember whether he re- 
ceived or not, but if he did it w.s paid to Mr. 
Abbott. The evidence if Mr. Playfair had 
been called to testify whether a cheque had 
been cashed by Mr. Cook on the paymaster 
of the U. 8. Navy, but he had refused to 
give an answer, 


Mr. Lowder denied, that Mr, Playfair had 
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refused to give evidence and on reference to 
the report of the case it was found that he 
bad said that upon looking over the book he 
was unable to find such an entry. 


- At 1.80 p.m. the court re-assembled and 
Mr. Hill continued to state his objections to 
the report of the referee. The itom for 
ilotage amonnting to $495 which his client 
Poa claimed as being payable by the ship 
and which had been disallowed by the referee 
through the latter having, Mr. Hill alleged, 
puta wrong interpretation on a clauso of the 
charter party which had been drawn out by 
an inexperienced merchant's clerk and which 
was rather obscurely worded. Mr. Hill 
next objected to certain items in Mr. Cook’s 
decount sheet being allowed, the referee 
having no proof for either allowing or dis- 
allowing any of the items of this account. 
‘ Mr. Hill next called the court’s attention 
to his client’s account current, abstract F., 
which showed the amounta received by him 
from Mr. Cook, which account had been com- 
piled from his, Mr. Abbot's, private memo- 
randum and some trust could therefore be 
placed in it, whilst Mr. Cook’s account had 
been mostly made out from memory, and no 
{ reliance could be placed on it. Items 
7, 9, 10 and 11 are the only ones in Mr. 
Cook's account which were not entered into 
Mr. Abbott’s books. 

Mr. Enslie, the referee in answer to a 
question put by Mr. Hill, said that he had 
not gone into the books of either of the 
parties as they were, in his opinion, wholly 
unreliable, and he had therefore come to his 
conclusions from the evidence only. 

. Mr. Hill said that if this matter had only 
been a question of accounts between mer- 
chants, it would have simply been proper to 
have called in experts, but ns Mr. Enslie had 
had some experience in those matters he did 
equally as well, and he, Mr. Hill, would have 
accepted his decision as final, but as it involved 
a question of veracity, and as the referee, with 
the exception of the Christophoro Colombo item 
where Mr. Cook had positively and repeatedly 
sworn that he had not received any money 
from Mr. Noble, and at the time it ap- 

that this would have been borne out 
when he, Mr. Hill, bad called in Mr. Noble 
and it had been proved that Mr. Cook had 
received the money. In this the referee 
has found Mr. Cook was in the wrong, but 
in all other parts his client had been found 
to have stated what was not the truth 
and without safficient evidence. Mr. Hill 
said that at the trial and during the 
hearing before the referee he had repeat- 
edly questioned Mr. Cook about his other 
books but the Intter had repeatedly refused 
to produce them and in fact had denied their 
existence although accounts in the old ledger 
had been on several pages carried to a new 
one, and in face of this Mr. Cook had had 
the audacity to still deny the existence of 
* any books other than those already in court, 
Mr. Hill also impugned Mr. Cook’s trathfal- 
ness on several other points. An item which 
Mr. Hill had overlooked in the morn- 
ing, amount $480, for some old copper 
which the referee had decided against 
his client and which he considered as being 
wrong, and in this as in the other parts of 
the report the referce had not considered it 
his duty to give reasons for his finding. 

This completing Mr. Hill’s statement Mr. 
Lowder then addressed the court, going 
over the items which Mr. Hill had objected 
to. Mr. Lowder in the course of his argu- 
ment commonted upon the charges Mr. Hill 
had brought 


which he considered as being very serious 
charges to be made by a laywer, and 
lit was hia duty to his client to say that the 
words used by the counsel, that the evidence 
of the witness was deliberately false, were 
not borne out by the evidence. Mr. Lowder 
thonght it would require mach stronger 
reasons than those brought by the opposite 
counsel to disturb the finding of the referee, 


had come to conclusions on these points, 
which every one must consider as being un- 
impeachable. Mr. Lowder then spoke on 
behalf of his client at some length. 

His Honour, before adjourning, said he 
would ask the referee his reasons for the con- 
clasions he bad come to in the various items 
disputed hy the counsel, and give judgment. 


U. S. Consutag-Generat Coort. 


Before T. B. Van Buren, Esq., Consul-General. 
Monday, July 18th, 1881. 


In the matter of the complaint of J. J. E. 
Lorentzsx, mate of the ship Benjamin 
Sewall against Captain B. Sewatt of the 
said ship, for disrating, and abusive 
treatinent. 

As the jndgment given below dwells fully 
and explicitly on the chiof issues of this case, 
we refrain from publishing the evidence on 
account of its great length. The report of 
the nautical assessors is also given. 


JUDGMENT. 


To arrive at the exact facts in an enquiry 
like the present one is, as every one having 
experience in such matters, knows, an ex- 
tremely difficult task. 

Ihave thoroughly questioned every wit- 
ness produced before me by the complainant 
and the master ; and have carefully examined 
the papers submitted to me by the com- 
plainant, and the daily log of the ship, no 
mention of the occurrence being in the offi- 
cial log, in addition, I have called in, as 
amicus curie, two skillful and experienced 
nautical gentlemen, who, at my request have 
thoroughly examined the complainant in 
matters of seamanship and reported to me 
the resolt of such examination, snd their 
pinions thereon. 

From the testimony and papers it appears 
that the complainant, who is a Dane by birth, 
and naturalized in the United States, ship- 
ped in the ship Benjamin Sewall at New York 
on the 9th of February last, as mate or first 
officer at $45 wages per month. On the 
second day after leaving port, he testifies :— 
“Tho master, at table, asked me if I did not 
“ feel uncomfortable, 1 replied no? He then 
“asked me how could Ido such a thing to 
“him as chief officer? I suppose he meant, 
“T shoold not have shipped with him as 
“ chief officor: I told him I was qualified and 
“experienced, and did not know why I 
“should not ship with him as well as with 
“any other captain. Nothing had occurred 
“that I know of to call for the master’s 
“remark,” 

On the 21st of Febraoary, two days after 
this, the captain informed him that he did 
not want his services as chief officer, and or- 
dered him to remove to the cabin of the third 
officer and this degradation was aunounced 
to the officers and crew called aft for that 
purpose. At first the complainant refused to 
perform duty as such third mate or boatswain 
as he was called, whereupon he was assaulted 
and beaten by the master, and finally con- 


against Mr. Cook, and!sented to go to work, and did so. 


who, after a very long and patient hearing, 


Thereafter, during the whole voyage, ac- 
cording to his testimony, which is not con- 
tradicted, he was made to do the most menial 
duties of the ship, and was subjected to the 
insolence of officers and crew alike. If the 
evidence justified me in finding the complain- 
ant was not qualified to act as first officer, 
certainly no justification or excuse has been 
shown for the assault by the master, or for 
the degradation placed upon the complainant 
by setting him at the most menial and offen- 
sive tasks, nnd subjecting him to the jeers 
and jibes of the crew. 

Says the law “ As the power to disrate is 
remedial only and not penal, the master can- 
not degrade a person to the lowest station 
if there he an intermediate one which ho is 
competent to fill.” Then in Smith vs. 
Jordan, U. S. C. C. Mass, 1857, 21 Law. 
Report 204, it was held, that a cooper could 
not be disrated to do the duty of a foremast 
hand, but he should first be tried as cooper’s 
mate. In the present case the complainant 
was removed: from the position of first officer 
to that of third. No opportunity was given 
him to serve as second officer although he tea- 
tifies he performed the duties of that office © 
during the greater part of the voyage. 
In the case of the Ship Mentor 4th Mason— 
Mr. Justice Story said “1 must be permitted 
to say that when a man ships in any particu- 
lar capacity on board a ship, it is not for 
slight causes that he is to be degraded or 
compelled to perform other -duties. He is 
not to be subject to the caprice or distrasts 
or petulance of the master. He stipulates for 
fair and reasonable knowledge and diligence, 
but not for extraordinary talents. If he is 
guiltly of frand or misrepresentation, he is 
doubtless subject to all just consequences. 
But when he acts bond fide and is willing 


|to perform this duty, if he should be 


more tardy in his movements than other 
men, it constitutes no just ground for de- 
gradation. The question then is; was the 
complainant in this case incompetent for 
his place, and did he fraudulently impose 
himself upon the master as a thoroughly 
qualified officer. The evidence produced to 
sustain this view, consists of the testimony 
of the present first officer of the vessel, who 
was promoted to that position upon the 
degradation of the complainant, and that 
of three of the crew.’ Of the evidence 
given by the present mate, although he 
appeared in court as ao straightforward 
trathful man, it is to be borne in mind 
that he occupies a position oreated by 
the degradation of the man against whom 
he was testifying, and also that he was one 
of the ship’s company, all of whom seem to 
have taken a dislike to the complainant, or 
to have fallen into the common practice, on 
land as well as at sea, of striking at the fallen, 
and seeking the favour of those in power. As 
to the men who made haste to pronounce 
their condemnation of their former officer 
it is only necessary to aay, in addition 
to the foregoing, that when they were teatify- 
ing, they were under the influence of liquor 
which did not tend to soften their views of 
the incompetency and general worthlessneas 
of the complainaut. On the other hand we 
have the testimony of the complainant, show- 
ing a long service at sea, having served as an 
officer since 1875. We have his Danish 
certificate of competency, showing him to 
have passed his examination nt the highes 
rate. His certificate of competency granted 
by the secrotary of the Straits Settle- 
ments, at Singapore in 1876. His certi- 
ficate of excellent service given by masters 
of several vessels of different nationalities 
with whom he had gailed as an officer; the 
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fact that in the winter of 1878, while first 
mate of the Danish barque Malvina he took 
charge of the vossel as master, in the West 
Indies, in consequence of the illness of the 
captain, and brought her safely to Copen- 
hagen, with six cabin passengers, forty sol- 
diers, and four prisoners ; and also the testi- 
mony of Captain Jamieson, licenced pilot 
at this port, who swears that the com- 
plainant was shipped on a veasel here some 
six years ago as mate, and that the witness 
piloted the vessel to sea, and was requested 
by the master, to watch the proceedings of 
the mate, and give his opinion as to his com- 
petency, he being a stranger. The watch 
was made. The mate worked the ship, and 
the opinion of the witness, and of the 
captain, was, that he was thoroughly com- 
petent; and finally, and it seems to me, 
conclusively, is the opinion of the experts 
I have referred to, which concludes by saying 
thatin their judgment the complainant is fully 
competent to hold the position of chief officer 
of any class of sailing craft. It is proper to 
ssy that these gentlemen, one the former 
master of an American ship, and well known 
in Yokohama for ability and integrity, and 
the other the master of a British ship now in 
port who bears the reputation of a skillful 
and impartial officer, conducted their exami- 
nation of the complainant without the slight- 
est influence from myself, and without 
having any expression of my opinion, and 
that they have refused to socept any 
fees for their services. I append a copy 
of their report to this finding. From 
all this I am forced to the conclusion 
that the complainant was improperly dis- 
rated, and is entitled to his fall wages, and 
his discharge from the vessel with the extra 
wages allowed by law. The master un- 
doubtedly believed he was justified in his 
estimate of the qualifications of his mate, 
but it seems to me, he acted without due 
consideration, and having formed his opinion 
was to much biassed to judge impartially of 
the officer’s merits. It is.probable too that 
the complainant was not quick enough 
in his movements to satisfy the nervous 
organisation of the master, and in several 
respects was not agreeable to him, but 
as I have said before, such facts do not 
justify the degradation of an officer. It is 
therefore ordered that the complainant be 
discharged from the vessel and be paid his 
full wages’ aé mate, at the rate fixed in the 
ship's articles, from the date of shipment, 
until the day he left the ship at this port 
and the extra wages allowed by law (unless 
he shall waive such extra wages) and that 
the master pay into the consulate the one 
month's extra wages belonging to the govern- 
ment. No costs will be charged. 

I havo been ‘thus particular in for- 
mulating my opinion and decision in this 
case because, while I know how difficult it is 
to convince a ship master that he is ever in 
the wrong, in a controversy with any of the 
ship's company, I wish to satisfy those who 
have a right to enquire, of the fact that the 
enquiry been thorongh and impartial, 
and that upon the facts and the law, no other 
conclusions could have been arrived at. 


(Signed) Tomas B. van Burey, 
Consul-General. 


Genoral T. B. Van Bure, 
U. S. Consul General. 


from New York to this port, and to give 
our opinion as to his knowledge, nautical 
skill, and general competency to hold the 
position of chief officer of a full rigged ship. 
‘We the undersigned, respectfully submit the 
following report. 

Wo have carefully cxamined Mr. J. J. C. 
Lorentzen in the following manner. —We 
supposed a large ship about to leave the pier 
in New York, in tow of a tug-boat. Sail to 
be made, (a stiff topgallant breeze blowing 
at tho time) ship to be tacked, the wind in- 
creasing, shortened sail, afterwards wore ship, 
and in fact examined him atrictly on all 
points relative to working a ship in all kinds 
of weather. We also questioned him as to 
binding sails in all positions, in a gale send- 
ing down spara &. Also what he would do 
in case of losing the radder, and infact put the 
imaginary ship in all conceivable positions, 
in all kinds of weather. We also examined 
him as to the rales of the road. All of our 
questions he answered in an intolligent and 
geamanlike manner, and without hesitation. 

In our opinion as far as can be judged 
from ‘asking questions and receiving correct 
answers, the said Mr. J. J. C. Lorentzen is 
competent to hold the position of chief 
officer on any class of sailing craft. 


HONGKONG. 


(Hongkong Daily Press. ) 

The news received yesterday (July 17th) 
from Macao relative to the Wei Sing Lottery 
monopoly is most unsatisfactory. We hear 
that the auction on Saturday was stopped at 
four o'clock, to be resumed on Monday. The 
highest offer obtained on Saturday was 
$640,000 and there were only two parties in 
competition. Five syndicates had made de- 

sita of $20,000, bat two of them retired 

rom the field in the afternoon, withdrawing 

their deposits. Whether they had been 
bought off by the others we are unable to 
say, and it is equally difficult to prognosti- 
cate how the bidding may go to-day, but 
there is reason to apprehend a fiasco unless 
Governor Graga has the courage to make a 
firm stand against combination and withdraw 
the Farm altogether unless he gets a fair price 
for it, which is now perhaps the only way of 
bringing the Chinese up to the mark. 


(China Mail.) 

The public competition for the Wei-Sing 
Farm was to take place st Macao this 
morning (July 16); and from advices re- 
ceived to-day it would seem that the bidding 
must have been keen and lively. It is said 
that up to yesterda: afternoon three different 
sets of Chinese made deposits of $20,000 
each into the Treasury, thus securing the 
right to bid. In addition to these syndicates, 
the two factions connected with the old 
Farmers were almost certain to make them- 
selves heard; while it is also asserted that 
some Chinese and foreigners went over in 
the White Oloud yesterday to “take a deal ” 
in this Gambling business, if they saw their 
way thereto.. All sorte of rumours are iu 
circulation ; but as the final result will soon 
be known, it is useless to go into any extra- 
vagant foreshadowings- 


Hhipying. 
ARRIVALS. 


July 8, Brit. str. Euphrates, Mitchell, 1,260, from 
‘obe, 5th inst., Tea and General, to Smith, Baker 


We are, Sir, 
your most obedient servants, 


(Signed) R. M. VARNUM. 
ROBERT CHAPMAN. 
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Mr. Lowper’s disclaimer places Mr. House 
and his followers, Sir E. J. Reed, K.C.B., 
M.P., and “ Asiaticus,” in a position of 
fast increasing embarrassment. The only 
gentleman whom any of Sir Harry Parkes’ 
accusers have ventured to name as in a 
position to corroborate any of the tram- 
pery charges urged against the British 
minister to Japan, at once, and spon- 
taneously, denies any knowledge of the 
matter ; and does so in language which we 
hope is not to be mistaken or misconstraed. 

Every thinking man is convinced that if 
the calumniators were forced to prove their 
calumnies, to substantiate those charges which 
a man of untarnished honour and reputation, 
the object of them, has positively asserted to 
be one and severally untrue, the painful scene 
we are now compelled to witness would 
speedily come to anend. Distressing as the 
position may be to Sir Harry Parkes, after 
so many years of arduous and dangerous 
service, it will be some passing consolation 
to him to know that not only his fellow 
countrymen, but other nationals resident here, 
regard him still as one of the ablest, most 
faithful, and most conscientious ministers who 
ever filled post of auusual difficulty in a 
country and with a government entirely 
ignorant of the usuages of nations. 


& Co. 
July 9, Frob. str. Volga, Guirand, 1,502, from Hong- 


Ov. 
July 11, Brit. barq. Mora, Bell, 619, from London, 
Jan: 4th, General, to Ed. Whittall. ; 
July 11, Jap. berq. Sumanoura-Maru, Spiegelthal, 
925, from Nagasaki, Coale, to M. B.B. 5. Co. 
July 11, Brit. str. ‘Merionethshire, Saml. Rickard, 
1,245, from London via Hongkong, General, to 
Adameon, Bell & Co. 
July 13, Am. ship Benjamin Sewall, Sewall, 1,463, 
from New York, Feb. 17th, 48,600 cases Kerveene, 
to Smith, Baker & Co. 
July 18, Ger. barq. Pet Ho, Lamoken, 433, frum 
Takao, June 28th, Suga:, to Chiuese. Gy 
July 13, Jap. str. Wakunoura-Maru, Christensen, 
1,300, from Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


SIR H. 8S. PARKES AND HIS ACCUSERS. 


To the editor of the Japan Gazette. 
Dear Sirn:—lI beg to say that Mr. House’s 


mention of my name as @ witness to an as- 
sault alleged to have been committed by Sir 
H. Parkes is wholly unwarranted and un- 
authorized and that I am unable to cor- 
roborate Mr. House’s statements. 


8, 8. Co. 

July 14, Jap. str. Genkai-Maru, Conner, 1,917, from 
Shanghai and porte, Mails and General, to M B. 
8. 8. Co. 

July 14, Brit. str. Cleveland, Harvey, 769, from 
"fakao, 7th inat., 20,0V0 piculs Sugar, to Jardine, 
Mathe-on & Co. 

July 15, Brit. brig Otto, Kooh, 240, from Takao, 
Jet inst , Sugar, to Hudson & Co. 

July 16, Brit. barq. Prospector, Anthony, 235, from 


:—Havi , kad, Jaly Ist, 6,300 piouls Sugar, to Soou Ho. 
Sin :—Having been requested by you to ex- Yours faithfully, Iuly 16. aly teh eaten Champlasn, Uapt. Dabrot, 
amine Mr. J. J. C. Lorentzen, | who was dis- ¥F. LOWDER. 1910 tong, 10-guns, 460 H.P., from a cruize. 

rated from the position of chief mate of the * > July 16, Jap. barg. Kanagawa-Maru, Kokstrand, 


American ship Benj. Sewall on the passage 


Yokohama, 26th July, 1881. 1,184, from Nagasati, Coals, to 4. Bs 8.8. Cu. 
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July 16, Brit. str. Malacca, Weighell, 1,709, from 
Hongkong via Negasaki, Mails and General, to 
July 1 ie 
18, Jap, str. Takasago-Maru, Young, 1,280, fro 
Hongkong via Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. 
July 18, Froh. barq, Magellan, Landard, 480, from 
Newoastle, N.S.W:, June 8th, Coals, to Mollison, 
Fraser & Co. 


July 18, Brit. berg. Excelsior, Hutton, 664, from 
ewcastle, N.8.W., June Ist, Coals, to Mollison, 
Fraser & Co. 


Jaly 18, Jap. str. Kokonoye-Maru, Dithlefsen, 1,133, 
from ‘Hakodate, Maile and General, to M. B.S. 8. 


July 18, Am. barq. Florence Treat, °. Veaze, 769, 
from Newcastle, N.8.W., Jane Ist, Coals, to 
Mollison, Fraser & Co. 

July 21, Jap. etr. Hiroshima-Maru, Haswell, 1,870, 
from Shanghai and porta, Mails and General, to 
M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

July 21, Jap. str. Kumamoto-Maru, Drammond, 
1,240, from the North, General, to M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

July 21, H. N. M. corvette Komingin Emma der 
Nederlanden, Captein le Chev. Rensselaer de 
Hovier, 3,130 tons, 10-gune, 2,670 H.P., from 


July 22, Brit. str. Glamis Castle, R. G. Tod, 1,558, 
from Shanghai, 19th inst., General, to Adamson, 
Bell & Co. ‘ 

July 22, Frob. str. Mensaleh, Homery, 1,273, from 
Hongkong, 15th inst., Mails and General, to M. 


July 28, Brit. str. Metapedia, Fowler, 1,452, from 
London via Hongkong ‘and Shanghai, General, to 
Smith, Baker & Co. 

July 28, Jap. str. Wakanoura-Maru, Christensen, 
p90. from Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. 

July 24, Brit. str. Belgic, Davison, 2,627, from Hong- 
kong, Mails and General, to 0. & O. Go. 7 

July 25, H. M. gun-boat Mosquito, Lieut.-Ccommander 

Sandilands, 59 men, 4-guns, 501 tons, from 


Nagasaki. 
July 26, Am. gun-boat Alert, Comd. Huntington, 
600 tons, 4-guns, 120 H-P., from surveying, Bonin 


Jal; 
Tobe 
Jul 


Jap. str. Tokai-Maru, Hogg, 1,042, from 

Mails and General, to M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

27, Brit. str. Gaelic, Kidley, 2,704, from San 

ncisco, Mails and General, to O. & O. Co. 

July 27, Jap. str. Tokio-Maru, Swain; 2,119, from 
Purina ports, Mails and General, to M. 


DEPARTURES. 


July 7, Frevch corvette Kersaiat, Capt. Rouquette, 
1/200 tone, 120 HP, for Hakodate, te amet 
July 9, Am. etr. City of Tokio, Cobb, 6,050, for San 
iy tas Mails and General, despatched by P. 
July 9, Jap. str. Héogo-Maru, Thomas, 896, for 
Niigate, Mails aud General, despatched by M. B. 

. 8. Co. 

July 9, Jap. str. Kokonoye.Maru, Dithlefsen, 1,133, 
for Hakodate, Mails and General, despatched by 
M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

July 9, Brit. str. Venice, Beard, 1,278, for New 
York via Amoy, General, despatched by Jardine, 
Matheson & Co. 

July 9, Jap. str. Niigata- Varu, Wynn, 1,603, for 
Hongkong via Kobe, Mails and General, des- 
patched by M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

July 10, Brit. str. Sunda, Reeves, 3,704, for Hong- 
kong via Hiogo and Nagasaki, Mails and General, 
despatched by P. & O. Co. 

July 11, H. M. 8. Lily, Comd. 8. Grove, 700 tons, 
95 H.P., 8-guns, 100 men, for a cruise. 

July 12, Jap. str. Shario-Maru, Kilgour, 800, for 
Yokkaichi, Mails and General, despatched by M. 
B. 8. 8. Co. 

July 12, Jap. str. Shinagawa-Maru, Wulker, 908, 
for Hakodate, Mails and General, despatched by 
M. B.S. 8. Co. 

July 18, Am. utr. City of Peking, Berry, 5,079, 
for Hongkong, Maui's and General, despatched by 
P. M. 8. 8. Co. 

July 13, Brit. str. Euphrates, Mitchell, 1,260, for 
New York via Amoy, Tea, despatched by Smith, 
Baker & Co. 

July 15, Jap. str. Nagoya-Maru, Walker, 1,914, for 
Shanghai and porte, Mails and General, des- 
patched by M. B, 8. 8. Co. 

July 15, French corvette Champlain, Capt. Dubrot, 
1,940 tons, 10-guns, 450 H.P., for a cruise. 

July 16, Am. ship Mary L. Stene, Field, 1,458, for 
Kobe, General, despatched by A. Reimers & Co. 
July 16, Am. frigate Richmond, Capt. Benham, 2,000 

fous, 14-guns, 800 H.P., for Panama via Acepuloo, 


July 17, Froh. atr. Tanais, Reynier, 1,736, for a 
kong, Mails aud General, despotched by M. M. 


July 18, Brit. str. Merionethshire, Sam]. Rickard, 
1,245, for Kobe, General, despatohed by Adameou, 
Bell & Co. 

July 18, Jap. str. Wakanoura-Maru, Christensen, 
1,800, for Kobe, Mails and General, despatched by 
M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

July 18, Jap. barg. Sumanoura-Maru, Spiegelthal, 
$26, for Negasakt, Ballast, despatched by M. B. 
Ss. 


July 19, Ger. barq. Black Diamond, Baade, 460, for 
Puget Sound, Ballast, despatched by P. Bohm. 
July 19. Brit. barq. Zodiac, Haike, 376, for Ha'.o- 

date, Ballast, despatched by E. B. Watson. 

July 20, Jap. str. Genkai-Marw, Conner, 1,917, for 
Shanghai and ports, Mails aud General, des- 
patched by M. B. 8.8 Co. 

July 21, Brit. ste. Cleveland, Harvey, 769, for Naga- 
Bi Ballast, despatched by Jardine, Matheson & 


July 21, Jap. str. Kokonoye-Maru, Dithlefeen, 1,133, 
for Hakodate, Mails and General, despatched by 
M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

July 21, Brit. barg. Philip Nelson, Furze, 524, for 
Hiogo, General, despatched by Wilkin & Robison. 
July 21,.Jap. str. Meiji-Maru, Peters, 1,010, for 

Kamaishi, despatched by Lighthonse Dept. 

July 22, Am. ship R. Robinson, Smith, 1,652, for 
Nagasaki, Ballast, despatched by J. D. Carroll & Co. 

July 22, Jap. barq. Kanagawa-Maru, Eckstrand, 
1,184, for Nagasak:, Ballast, despatched by M. B. 
8. 8. Co. 

July 23, Jap. str. Tsuruga-Maru, Steadman, 661, for 
Hakodate, Mails and General, despatched by M. 
B. 8. 8. Co. 

July 28, Jap. str. Takasago-Maru, Young, 1,230, for 
Hongkong via Kobe, Mails and General. dee- 
patohed by M. B. 8.8. Co. 

July 25, Jap. str. Suminoye-Maru, Frahm, 853, for 
Hakodate, Mails and General, despatched by M. 
B. 8. 8. Co. 

July 25, Brit. str. Malacca, Weighell, 1,709, for 
Hongkong via Hiogo and Nagasaki, Mails and 
General, despatohed by P. & O. Co. 

July 25, Brit str. Nanzing, Mitchell, —, for Shang- 
hai and ports, General, despatched by Jardine, 
Matheson & Co. 

July 26, H. B. M. despatch vessel Vigilant, 50 men, 
2-guns, 1,816 H.P., bearing the flag of Vice- 
Admiral Willes, 0.B,, Lieut.-Comd. Lindsay, for 
Hakodate. 

goly 25, Jap. str. Wakanowra-Maru, Christensen, 
1,800, for Kobe, Mails and General, despatched by 
M. B. 8. 8. Oo. 

July 26, Brit. str. Glanvis Castle, R. G. To1, 1,558, 
for New York via Japan and China porte, Tea and 
General, despatched by Adamson, Bell & Co. 


PASSENGERS. 


Per Brit. str. Buphrates, from Kobe :—40 Japa- 
nese in steerage: 

Per Freh. str. Volga, from Hongkong :—Mr. R. 
B. Robertson in cabin. From Marseilles: Miss 
Otaki, Messrs. Oyama, Yoshida Masaharu, Taiso 
Masaki, Famaki, Obyaghi, and Mixsimura in cabin. 

Per Am. str. City of Tokio, for London: Mr. C. J. 
Cooper in cabin. For Liver; 1 Dr. J. W. Fisher, 
R.N., Messrs. John Nutter, and RB. W. Little in cabin. 
For New York: Rev. H.C. Du Bose, wife and three 
children, Mise Firebrace and maid, Miss G. Fire- 
brace, Mesars. H. G. O. Uhase, B. ‘I. Firebrace and 
8. Tashiro in cabin. For Boston: Mr. and Mrs. 
Dumaresq avd three children in cabin. For 
San Francisco: Mr. A. &. Olarovsky (Russian 
Consul-General to San Francisco), Mrs. Edward 
Fischer, Miss St. Aubyn, Mrs. D. Carrow and child, 
Mrs. F. Nichols and daughter, Capt. J. Kenny, Dr. 
Cowan, Dr. Aixalrood, Messrs J. A. R. Waters, Chas, 
W. White, W. L. Scruggs, W. H. Day iu cabiu; and 
8 European and 1,041 Chinese in steerage. 

Per str. Niigata-Maru; for Hongkong via 
Kobe : me Carandini, Miss Carandini, Miss 
Linden, Messrs. Sherwin, A. 8. Aldrich, Yeend 
Duer, J. de Vigan and 1 Japanese in cabin. 

Per Brit, str. Sunda, for Hongkong via Hiogo and 
Nagasaki :—Capt. 8. Grove, B.N., Mesera. W. J. 
Budden, A. Brodmeier, Cunningham and J. Hutehi- 
son in cabin ; 8 Europeans and 1 Chinese in steerage. 

Per Am. str. City of Peking, from San Fran- 
cisco:—Comd. L. Kempf, v.s.N., Mr. James Batter- 
worth, U.8.N., Mr. R. B. Leitoh, us.n., Dr. J. 
Stewart, Messrs. H. M. Roberts, G. H. Grant, W. 
B. Dunn, A. Nimmo, F. 8. Ziffarer, K. Yaye, Bunski 
Manwaki, A. J. Leffingwell and J. Mayers in cabin. 
For Hongkong : 100 Chinese in steerage, 


| Per Brit. str. Moerionethshire, from London via 
Hongkong :—Mr. Rathbone in cabin. 

Per Jap. atr. Wakanowra-Maru, from Kobe :— 

Mr. Williams and 200 Japanese. 
' Per Jap. str. Genkai-Mars, from Shanghai and 
porta :—Mr. and Mrs. Andre, Miss N. Lawrence, 
Miss N. Ralston, Miss K. Jessup, Lieut. Col. de 
Bodisco. Capt. J. A. Mitchell, Messrs. 8. Bing, 
Luis de Agar, Yeend Duer, J. Atkinson, W. H. 
Smith, H. J. Black, V. E. Braga, and 19 Japanese 
in cabin; 2 Europeans, 203 Japanese and 4 Chinese 
in steerage. . 

Per Jap. str. Nagoya-Maru, for Shanghai and. 
ports:—Mr, and Mrs. G. F. Marsh, Miss Crosby, 
Miss Fletcher, Miss Walker, Miss Mansfield. Messrs. 
R. B. Leitch, Fobes, H. Bhees, Larouchine, R. 
Wylie, Bischaf, Howard and 29 Japanese in cabin. 

Per Brit. str. Malacca, from Hongkong via Naga- 
saki :—1 Chinese in steerage. 

Per Jap. str. Takasago-Maru, from Hongkong and 
Kobe Rapt. and Mrs. Stainforth, and 2 children, 
Messrs. Buddicam, L. Napier, W. H. Christy, J. W. 
Damrn, J. M. Grigor, C. Wood, T. Leus. T. C. Thom- 
een, and 5 Japanese. in cabin ; and 81 Japanese in 
steerage. 

Per Froh. str. Tanats, for Hongkong :—Madame 
Benjamin, Madame Sack and two children, Madame 
Jinean and two children, Masers. Sack, Jinsan, and 
4 Japanese in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Genkai-Maruw, for Shanghai and 
ports :—Miss Ralston, Messrs. Tong Ming Wa, J. M. 
Grigor, E. F. Fennollogs, Luis de Agax, T. Dewjee, 
and 18 Japanese in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Hivoshima-Maru, from Shanghai and 
ports :—Dootor and Mra. Winn, and 2 children, 
Messrs. Radolphe, Telge, .Degenctaés, MacGregor, , 
A. 8. Forbes, Benary, Mauhardt, Englebardt, D. D. 
Allen, BR. A. Wylie, Vidal, ge, Revd. Meacham, 
and 5 Japanese in cabin; I European, 180 Japanese 
and 6 Chinese in steerage. 

Pee Brit. str. @laivis Castle, from Shanghai :— 
5 Europeans and 34 Chinese. , 

Por Froh. atr. Menzaleh, from, Horgkong ;—Miss 
Rémusat, Messrs. C. A. Read ‘and E. Ocealdi in 
cabin. From Marseilles: Messrs. V. de Bavier, 
Chanovin, Murata, and Yamawaki in cabiu. 

Per Jap. str. Wokanowra-Mars, from Kobe:— 
150 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Brit. str. Belgic from Hongkong :—Messrs. 
J. Pestonjee, D. Nowrojee, ‘. B. Bhaba, H. N. 
Cooper ; and 4 native servants. For San Frauci-co: 
Lient.-Col. J. EB. Longdon,. Messrs. A. O. Bryer, 
W. T. Brooke; eod.1 Baropean and 596 Chiadse in 
steerage. 

Per Jap. str. Takasago:Maru,. for Hongkc 
Kobe:—Captain M¢Micken, Messrs. Till, T. 
and 6 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Brit. str. Malaeca, for Hongkong via Hiogo 
and Ni :--Mr. | k, Mr. and Mrs, King- 


via 
nz, 


sell and infant, Mra.,Chee.San, infant and sertant . 


in cabin; and 2 Chinese in steerage. - 
Per Jap. str. Tokai-Maru, from Kobe :—80 Japa- 
nese in steerage. 
Chica erage, Mt noe a oa Gaan, 
hioa Savage, Mrs, Col. Sevage, Mias. i» 
Miss Lola Martivez,. Senator Zook, U. 8. Consul to 
Tientsin, Mr. F. 8. Street, Mra, 8. Milton, Miss 
Birdeell, -Mrs. M.'J. Gibbs. ‘and 3 ‘children, Mra. 
Zook and 3 childtda, and Mrs: Bva Woodworth ic 
cabin. For Shanghai: My, F..O, Oserio in cabin. 


For Hongkong: 170 Chinese in sennee: 

Per Jap. str. Tokio-Maru, from. Shanghai and 
ports:—Mr. and Mrs. George Holmes, Mre. J. 
Grigor, Dr. H. M. Perkins, Lieut. A. H. Anson, 8.N., 
Dr. Harris, Capt: Chibourg, Miss Marion, Messrs. W. 
RB. Kong, v.8.n,, Guild, Aldrich, Maonabb, Figuerado, 
Gergen, J. E. Foster, and £3 Japanese in. cabin ;-and 
4 Europeans, 6 Chinese aud 175 Japanese in steorage. 


REPORTS.: 


The Amerioan steamer City of Peking reports :— 
Left San Francisco June 23rd. 1831, a¢ 3 p.m. Firet 
part moderate Westerly winds. At latter end light 
easterly with fine weather throughout. July 2nd 
Lat. 47 N. Long. 173 W. passed 4 steamer supposed 
to be the ‘Oceanic, sae day passed a wreok of 
Japanese fishing boat. 

The British steamer Belgic reports :—Sailed from 
Hongkong July 18th, 1881, at 5.89 p.m. Enoounter- 
ed moderate wiuds and fair weather to port. 
Arrived at Yokohama Jaly 24th at 3.17 p.m. Time 
5 days, 19 hours and 66 min. 

The British steamer Gaelic reports :—Left San 
Francisoo at 8 p.m. on the 7th July. Had fresh 
N.W. winds for two days, and calms the remainder 
of the passage. Arrived at Yokuhame ou the 26th 


July. 
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COMMERCIAL CIRCULAR. 


Yoxonama, JoLy 277TH, 1881. 


>Shewing: Duties! payable, - Prices realized, Quotations, and Estimated’ Sales of Goods in Yokohama, for the period of 19 days from 
7th July 1881, to the 25th July 1881, inclusive, 


: IMPoRTS. 


* Nineteen’ days have ela) since our last market report, during which a fair business has been transacted in cotton manufactures and yarns. 
Sales of the last named reach 5,535 bales, including some contracts for delivery within twenty to fifty days. Quotations show ame improrentent 
all round, but, as usual, they are more noticiable for those higher qualities which are almost out of stock. Shirtings, Turkey reds, Velvet, and 
Victoria Lawns, have aleo been in some demand at sustained prices generally. Currency exchange is weaker. 

YARNS.--Sales reported reach 5,535 Bales against 2,482 Bales for the ling period ; soaking * total for the year to date of 86,096 Bales— 
-viz.+ 20,008 Bales 16/24 ; 7,457 Bailes 26/32 ; 1,128 Bales 88/42; 1,505 Bales doubled, and 5,104 Bales qualities. 
SUGAR :—Almost unchanged ; tone weaker. 


133 lbs. = } Picul. 100 Dollars Mexican = $11 Silver Boos. 
DUTY PAID. 
DUTY CALCULATED |—————__ 5 
IN PRICES AT WHICH OMEGA BOTIMATED SALES. 
MEEICAM DOLEASS. eee ane: BEEN | | quorarions. (From 7th July to 25th July.) 
t 
_ COTTON PIECE GOODS. { 

Drills, American, 40 yds. 30 in. 14 Ibs. ... ee eee 0.0241 Y 10 yds. |¢ pe.| $2.55 @ 38.50 _—— pieces. 
Prints, assorted, 24 4,-'30.,, 9. see one tee 0.0241 4, » - | 1:30:-@ 245 ” 1.00 .@ 2765. 1,600 ” 
Satins (cotton) sae ae on vee aes ov 0.0643 ,, 5, Pyd) O114@ 0.12 _—— igs 
Shirtings, Grey, 38} yde. 89in. 7Ibe... ..  ... | 0.0281 5 5 ——— P pe] 140 @ 1.90 — “2 
» ee: ae a. ce eT 0.0281 ., » 1.90 @ 2.30 i 1.75 @ 2.85 12,600 ei 
» » 883, 45, 9 aseh ecer L_aee 0.0821 4, 5» 2.14 @ 2.56 a» | 213 @ 2.70 16,300 te 
”» 2 883 .,,° 45-55 10 0.0821 5, » 310 @ — 350 ” 
T. Cloth, 82 in. 6 Ibs. 1.20 @ 1.50 _— Me 
” “Ton . aoe ” 165 @ 1.75 2 

Turkey Reds, 24 yds,.9Qin. 131 oo» 1.56, » 1,500 assorted 

ry) 4 ,, ‘30 ,,° Pa) 4.61 @ 1.70 ” — : 2400 pieces. 
tappeh Sap - 24.4, 80.5, kes 35. 3 1.75 ” 1.65 @ 2.00 500 a 
sone 2 », 30,—@8 lbs che —— , | 160 @ 2.20 a 
Velvets (black) 85 ,, 223 ,, 1 se rage 720@ 8650 ,, 7.00 @ 8.70 1,610 ae 
Victoria Lawns, 12 4, 4234, ww sae ob 0.62 @ 0.70 ” 0.60 @ 0.80 11,600 i 
Cotton Italians, 86 5, 824, 0. we won [o> ———$ P.yd. |...0.10 @ 0.165 -—— is 

COTION YARN. 

Nos. ae 24 reversed... ects tte nee 80.60 @ 380.75 pe. _—— 75 ~—balee 
» 16@% Bate nT a eee aie 28.50 @ 83.90 4, — 8,065 a 
» 38@ 82 on i ‘i é if 8100 @ 8465 _,, ae 1,275 Py 
» 38@ 42 on ae on wee on ase 11 3050 @ 40.50 __,, —_ 110 es 
»» S8doubled — , oe ave tte tse wee > | 8625 @ 87.50 ,, _ 125 ” 
a Si Gates Stshoosdesane aureeecat tats . an —. -_—_— a 
» 6 » fo er) 1.6077 % picul. » -_ _ » 
eae Bue aioe i _— is — — ” 
» » oo . A » _ -—_ » 
» » 4 o . y . s760———-_,, ——— 70 as 
oy 26 . . . ° » _ 143 Bs 


” ” oe 


"“‘WOOLLENS AND MIX'UREs. 


‘ 
‘ 
ti 
‘ 


672 
0.0085 9'10' ydas _—— Pr $5.60 @ $7.00 — 
800 


1.6077 ® picul. | 0.89 ‘0 pairs. 
0.0966 p 10 yds. —— #’ya| 0.80 @ 1.50 ae 
Sus kar —— = 0.80 g 0.60 — 
re tbs ae cri anes | i me Ma —— , O80 @ 0.70 — 
» we aot ” ave netse ates. oat . a . 60 — 
rei CS 98. Li a 1] ): th wide 7 10 yds. -_— , | 085 3S 0.40: — 
Mouseelines de Laine i stripes), 24yde, 81 in... 0.09689 10 » 1016 @018  ,, 0.16¢@ 0.193 6,160 
Bh tape dss (igared) ba) eae das. Seoseh | 0098695, ig —— «1 | 0265 g 0.40 —— 
SUGAR. ‘ 
White; Jimpah,)Nool 9. eee tte ae 7.50 @ 7:90 — 
» ihpah, 5 3 ose see nee tte ate 680 @ 7.30 —_— 
» Kokfah, », 8 .. us oe ve ore | FOSS Ppicul. | 620 @ 6.70 | ——— Stock 18,000 piculs. 
» ~~ Kan, WA ils ieee AUR sa NE | 6.50 @ 610 ee 
»  Gnihpah, ,, 6 j ae (| 480 @ 6.30 ——— 
new | 4.00 4.174 —_—_—_—— 10,000 piculs. 
Brown, Formosa, bags =) sows owe dla | 0.1886 ,, ,, || 8,70 8 8.85 = 35,000 ,, 
os Amoy ... sae se oe wee ts a I Ce No stock. 
METALS &. 
Tron, Flat and Round ove ose 0.0965 icul. ae $2.50 @ $2.80 
»» Assorted Nail-roda, (assorted) 0.0965 ee i dae 2.90 g 2.60 
‘eat Pig ove * oe 0.0482 ,, 4, 140 1.60 
Lead, Pig 0.2572 5, 4 5.80 g 6.00 
Quicksilver 1.9292 ,, 4, 
Steel, Swedish 0.1980 ,, ,, 3.80 @ 4.55 
Tin Plates r . ae on 0.2251 Y 120 Iba. 4.80 @ 6.00 
Kerosene Oil ... Mis ae ase . ‘evs 5 °/, ad valorem. 1.90 @ 1.95 Stock 300,000 cases, 
Baw Cotton 10 oes ween | 0.4019 ® pica. 10.00 @ 15.00 | —No stock 
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STAPLE HXPORTS. 


TEA.—A somewhat quieter tone has been a, baring tho Javecel sige he deperture!of last American; Mail,/ and car” leading bayers 
have for the moment retired from the market Teavlug the field open for less ambitious competitors. Prices have uently for grades 
below fine become decidedly weaker, and a decline of $1 to $2 is apparent on all grades from Good Medium downwards, the Second Crop Teas 
have come in pretty freely and the anally is rather superior this seazon to that of last. A fair amount of good sweet Teas costing from $18 to 
$24 have been settled ; and though these Teas are not equal in quality and fragrance to the first crop Teas yet the difference in cost will no doubt 
turn the ecale in their favor with the American consumer. i 

Apparently the Japanese merchants, guided by the experience of last yoar, are withholding a considerable amount of first crop fine to choice teas 
from this market, and only sparsely offering these grades by which means they expect to maintain the exorbitant prices at present current for all fine 
teas. The supply of these in the country is ample, and should a check to business happen, these classes will be brought forward freely, and realised at 
best rates obtainable. z x 

Our total export from Japan to date, exclusive of cargo of the Glamis Castle which sailed yesterday, amounts to 18,858,000 Iba. in round figures 
against a total of 13,487,000 lbs. co: nding date last season. 3 

Market to-day closes weak and from the tenor of advices received per Gaelic this morning from the United States a marked decline seems 
inevitable at no distant date. 


SILK.—There was a fair demand for silk and especially for Hanks for some days after the issue of our last report and for No. 3 Sinchews 
up to $600 has been offered. Dealers refused at the time to do business uuless at a farther advance. A fair quantity of Maibashi Hanks 
hands at $570 and even $575 and Hatchoji at $530. About 40 bales of fairly good Omamas were taken at $590. Latterly, in consequence of adverse 
news from Europe, the market has been much quieter and at the cloee hol in some instances are inclined to do business at lower rates. Some 
Maibashi Hanks have been settled yesterday at $565, whilst Hatchoji could, no doubt, be got at $515 to 620. There seems, however, to be little in- 
clination to operate yet. Of Filatures and Re-reeled a few parcels have been taken at quotations. 

‘The atock of Hamatskis has been sold. : 

Among the settlements of Hanks are included several considerable parcels of Tomioka and Fujioka which were bought in the interior for 


foreign account. 
Settlements are Hanks 


‘ Filatures and Be-reeled Maibashi 
” Sendai and Hamatski 
» Kakedas ... ww. 
Tora, Kxrort FRom lst Juny tro Dares. 1880-81. 1881-82 
Dondon, 35s. hel ek ee ie a RR Sr RY 176 Bales. 480 Bales. 
France and Italy os eae BES ree e ane Bs aut ied 24 =(C, 685 
United States ... oe on ase oe on vee on oe we 127s, 7% 
587 Bales. 1,041 Bales. 
. DESCRIPTION. PRICES PER PICUL. REMARKS. 
SILK :— : 
Mayebushi;1} @ 2 Hanke... cesses ae one $ — to — per pict! 
Pee | w»  (mominal) i. eee 590 to — ” 
nok Se Et ac attas ease asaya eee 660 to 670 3, : 
is 8 and lower (nominal) ae see aes eee 600 to 540 n , A 
Kakedas; Good ..... ee ‘eit tea es oes ese —-to— » a 
Filatures; Best =. seer sake oe ae eee ate 700 to — ” : : 
” Good o oe ae oA an eet ane 660 to 680 n , - 5 ‘ 
Bamatski soe teens inde: con des) eet aay arene 470 to 630 ” : ; 
Sendai and Oshia CY -two-— ” a tee 2 : : 
TEAt— is : ; : ; 
Common... se nee tte tte neat $13.00 and under. . . A 
Good Common see te Fae ote wee ate Vaan 2 hod bl a ae 
Edm wee eee kt eee ow eee wee one eee o et 
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it had declined to 29.57 and was then falling 
rather meal: Since then it has been slowly 
rising. ‘The weather, at the present moment, 
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Reading Articles. 


SIR HARRY PARKES'S AOOUSERS. 


CCT is we who are said to have delayed 


‘the revision of the treaties; to 
“have objected to the laws of Japan having 
“easonable application to foreigners; to 
* have attempted to force on the country an 
“illegitimate trade in opiam ; to have object- 
“ed to the closing of the foreign post 
“offiees, and to have seeretly fomented 
“the difficulties with China on the Loo- 
“choo question.” This extract from Sir E. 
J. Reep’s work on Japan embodies tho 
more important charges preferred against 
Sir Harry Parges by the writer in the Atlan- 
tic Monthly, charges reiterated by Sir E. J. 
Ruagp in his letter to The Times of May 28rd, 
in which he says that every one of these 
statements, with the exception of the last, 
is perfectly true. Avy attempt to trace 
the authority for these charges resolves 
itself into this, namely, that Sir E. J. 
Reep when in Tokio was coached by Mr. 
Hovss; in his book he quotes from Mr. Grirris 
who copied from Mr. Housz; the charges 
are bat repetitions of those formulated by 
Mr. House at frequent intervals in the Tokio 
Times, as will be amply proved by the quota- 
tions from that jour to which we ask 
reference ; the conclusion being that the sole 
author and inventor of the malignant libels 
upon our minister is a hired American 
hack-writer, the editor of a Japanese 
orman atyled the Tokio Times published in 
Tokio from January 1877 to June 1880. 
Those who are dia; to attach any weight 
to the charges to which the Pall Mall Gazette 
has called attention, should take the oppor- 
tunity we now provide of observing the style 
and matter of the attacks upon Sir Harey 
Panxss, raade by this man House when in 
the Japanese capital and in the service of 
the suborners. 

Taking first the question of quarantine 
upon which presumably Sir E. J. Regp relies 
as a patent instance of the British minister's 
Pe agaecee to the laws of Japan having reason- 

application to foreigners, House says :— 

That it was Asiatic cholera, and of a very 
deadly degree, mast now be admitted even 
by those who were most incredulous. And 
it should never be forgotten that, having 
now been mt for three successive seasons 
in Japan, it was first imported from Amoy at 
a time when the desire of the Japanese go- 
vernment to enforce quarantine upon ships 
coming from that port, known to be infected, 
was overborne by the British minister. It 
is much more than probable that, if detention 
had been practised, as it andoubtedly would 
have been bat for his opposition, no cholera 
would have been introduced. What other 
inference can be arrived at, than that the 
terrible calamity which has fallen upon the 
inhabitants of this country must be ascribed 
in more than merely limited measure to his 
banefal and mischievous agency ?—January 
24, 1880. 


It ia known that the earliest infection was 
imported from 2 Chinese port, against which 
it was the desire of the Japanese govern- 
ment to enforce rigorous quarantine regula- 
tions. They allowed themselves to be over 
raled by the British minister, who insisted 
that, because no detention was compelled in 
Hongkong as regarded vessels coming from 


Amoy, therefore no sucl system wis‘ necese 
sary in this vicinity —April 10, 1880. 


The government, already prepared with an 
effective scheme of quarantine regulations, 
was naturally desirous to enforce it, and 
notified the fact to the foreign re nta- 
tives. The British minister replied that 
pratique was not enforced in ngkong 
against vessels arriving from the town said’ 
to be infected, and that consequently it was 
not expedient to provide for it in the treaty 
ports of this state.—May 1, 1880. 

Referring to the report on choleraic dis- 
eases, issued by the director of the central 
sanitary bureau in 1880, we find an account’ 
of the difficulty somewhat at variance with 
that given above, of which the following is 
an abstract :—July 13, 1877, the Japanese 
consul at Amoy telegraphed that malignant 
cholera had appeared at that port. Measu 
were at once adopted by this government 

revent the importation of the disease. On 
Say 24th the “ Regulations for inspection at 
the open ports in Japan, which had been 

upon, in 1873, by the respective 
ministers of the treaty powers and our minis- 
ter of foreign affairs,” were referred to, and 
proposed to be enforced. When these regula- 
tions were ready to be adopted the minister 
of home affairs communicated to the minister 
of foreign affairs on July 28th requesting 
him to consult with the foreign ay eres lng 
tives: This was done, and on the 3let July 
the following reply was received by the 
home office from the minister for foreign 
affairs :— 

It is not necessary to establish, at present, 
quarantine hospitals at Yokohama and other 
open ports of Japan, for » telegram from H. 
E. the governor of Hongkong, sent in reply 
to the inquiry of H.E. the British minister 
in Tokio, says, that there seems to be no fear 
of s further tered of the disease at Amoy, 
according to the latest despatch received here 
from that port. Accordingly the establish- 
ment of medical inspection or quarantine is 
not needed in Japan under the present cir- 
cumstances. 

This official account of an action in which 
the British minister appears to have merely 
telegraphed to Hongkong for information 
upon which the Japanese minister for foreign 

irs could act, was not published until near- 
ly three years after the occurrence in ques- 
tion; but it was in Mr. Hovse’s hands, and it 
is from his review of it we extract the passage 
giving the distorted view of Sir Harry 
Parkes’s action, dated April 10, 1880. 

The extracts following need no connecting 
lines; they bear their own comment. 

That inveterate meddler and mischief maker 
the British minister every step he 
has taken in obstracting the natural and 
simple adjastment of the affair, has been in 
defiance of decency and propriety, if not of 
law .... If the Japanese government had 
chosen to do so, it could have had him sent 
packing long ago from the scene of his mis- 
deeds, merely by representing what be had 
done in the post office matter alone, and 
passing over his wilder and more outrageous 
freaks ;—such as the memorable glass-break- 
ing enormity, personal assaults like that in 
Kobe upon unoffending Japanese, threatening 
to occupy Yokohama bund with an armed 
force, provoking a wretched quarrel in Eng- 
land about Mr. Oxuso’s servant, violating 
diplomatic etiquette and usage by sending 
insolent letters to the prime minister, order- 
ing and effecting dismissal of a prominent 
official because he called a queen a queen, 
depriving the treasury of its lawful revenue 


by “a notification which he declared was 
sanctioned by the government, but which in 
troth was issued on the strength of his own 
independent audacity, habitually enlivening 
his interviews with members of the cabinet 
by shaking his fist in their faces, and other 
mad pranks too numerous to be set down in 
pas of a single paragraph.—June 28, 
Sethe Nar G ARB ast lace Ao te faced Dee 

Tf there is any body af people on the face 
of the earth towards whom it might naturally 
be supposed that the British- envoy in Japan 
must entertain feelings of intense dislike, it 
is the rae order of China. They make no 
of him, and neither his faculty nor his in- 
clination to reciprocate unstintedly has ever 
been questioned. But from the moment of 
the establishment of a Chinese legation im 
Tokio, the cordial hatred of a score of years 
seemed suddenly abandoned. . . Possibly 
each had his purpose to achieve, and the oon- 
nection was one of convenance on both sides. 
This much, however, has been plain to all 
the world :—that the British wooer not only 
claimed the right of confidential guidance, in 
all that related to the Chinese envoy's rela- 
tions with the Jace authorities, but also 
strove, with zealous intensity, to set aside 
every influence that might have interfered 
with the prosecution of his suit to its ulti- 
tate conclusion. Ina word, he alone must 
win the ear, charm the senses and stir the 
soul of the new object of his desires. It waa 
not long before the intercourse of the Chi- 
nese plenipotentiary and the Japanese for- 
eign office began to assume a tone of un- 
friendliness which, we.need not conceal, was 
carried to such an extremity by the former 
as to lead him into the extraordi error 
of threatening an angry departure. ‘T'o what 
extent the British envoy was responsible for 
the details of his colleague’s action we shall 
not pretend to judge.—August 16, 1879. 

This last and similar are the bases 
of the accusation which Sir f. J. Rex, with 
lofty magnanimity, refuses to because 
it involves the honour of our minister. 

Prior to the visit of Mr., now ‘Sir Jom 
Por, Hennessy to Japan, some interested 
persons announced ‘that he was on his way 
to this country to examine into the actions 
of Sir Haney Pangas, thereon to the 
English government, and secure the recall 
of the minister. Rumours of the same kind 
also heralded Sir E. J. Ragv’s approach to 
these shores. With Sir J. P. Hennessy’s 
visit to Japan we have nothing “more to do 
and merely mention it now as a preface to 
the following :— 

When a British official of saperior rank 
visits this empire, and is supposed to have 
noted and signified his disapproval of the 
vicious course pursued, an outcry is raised 
all over the east. . - What is it then 
that the governor of Hongkong is called 
apon to approve and uphold? Is it that 
part of the British envoy's condact which 
other western representatives have not found 
it desirable to emulate? He could hardly 
have been here long without hearing that the 
chief agent of his country had more than 
once asserted his dignity by personally and 
physically assaulting Japanese gentiemen 
whose proceedings were not in accord with 
his' immediate humour. Are we to under- 
stand that he shall lend his countenance to 
performances of that description P He could 
not have remained unaware of the breach of 
diplomatic etiquette involved in the memo. 
rable threatening letter to the prime minister, 
giving warning of an/armed invasion of a 
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Yokohama thoroughfare. Is it that kind of 
proceeding that a colonial raler must support 
and admire? Or is it the glass-breaking 
exploit; or the infariate outbreak against an 
unoffending official at Nagasaki, or the re- 
invasions of private and public custom 
jouse rights? . . . . It is truly pitiable to 
see Englishmen so bound down by prejadice 
And conventionality as to conceive that their 
national honour requires them to overlook the 
enormities which have made the name of their 
minister a vile affront to Japanese ears. . . . 
The individual whom they at least tacitly ac- 
knowledge as the exponent of their principles 
and convictions, who stands as the typical 
representative of their race, bas made him- 
self infamous in Japanese estimation by a 
protracted career of insolent interference; a 
coarse and crael contempt for the sentiments 
and traditions of this people; the substita- 
tion for diplomatic usages of manners rightly 
ining to the cook-pit, diversified by not 
infrequent lapses into pugilism; and the 
direct encouragement, if not the actual im- 
position, of a host of superfluous function- 
aries who drained the finances until further 
tolerance would have been a madness akin to 
suicide.—October 4, 1879. 


The stalwart arm which strewed the shores 


of ovean with objects of his wrath; the fist | P©' 


which battered farniture in paroxysms of 
i araapean debate; the dexterous fingers 
which sent glass ware whirling to destrac- 
tion, in emphasis of a political theory ; the 
mind which never rested in the invention of 
ahnoyance and vexation for those whose 
antagonist he made himself; the heart which 
seomod to throb with intensest ecstacy over 
humiliations and torments inflieted equally 
without cause and without mercy.—Novem- 
ber 8, 1879. ? 


Again the porennent of Japan holds the 
fature fate of an obnoxious minister in its 
own grasp. The briefest of diplomatic notes, 
ora solitary line by telegraph, would relegate 
him to the obscure seclusion from which he 
should never have been dragged forth by 
indulgent’ patrons after his bloody carnival 
at Oanton.—Decem¥er13, 1879. : 


‘The envoy of Great Britain, who is hated 
with an intensity accorded to no other indi- 
vidual, and to invoke anathemas upon whom 
is a lesson taught in every Japanese house- 
hold where his name is known, might have 
been hurled from his height of arrogance 
a dozen times, like Lucifer, never to rise 
again, by the utterance of a single timely 
word. Kven now, the nefarious career of 
this brigand and freebooter of diplomacy 
might be cut short by the simple declaration, 
through the Japanese legation in London, 
that his presence is distasteful here; and yet 
the humiliating announcement is suffered to 
be spread, withont remonstrance or contra- 
diction, that bis return to the scene of bis 
bratal excess is fixed and determined.— 
February 7, 1880. 


Those quotations are carried far enough. 
For three and a half years this persecu- 
tion continued, increasing in dastardly bru- 
tality as the contemptuous indifference of 
the public became more apparent. But 
can we realise or even imagine the position 
of an envoy compelled to submit, with- 
out word or action, to the shamefal inflic- 
tion ? Certainly, the knowledge that these 
foal and false charges were correctly esti- 
mated by foreigners and sensible Japanese 
faust have aided the minister to endure: 


them; must have, lessened the humiliation, 
but not the pain. Hounded from week to 
week by a mercenary whore venal pen scat- 
tered broadcast libels of the most abominable 
character, Sir Harry Parkes finds in Eng- 
land a repetition of some of them, drawn 
attention to by “ Asiaticus,” an anonymous 
tool of the libeller, and by Sir Epwagp Resp, 
whose information on these points, gathered 
in Japan, came from House and Hovse only. 
Sir Harry Parkes, in his letter to The Times, 
in reference to the article by Hovsg in the 
Atlantic Monthly, says,—“ For that article I 
wish nothing worse than that it may be 
perused ; ” so those who have had an oppor- 
tunity of watching and correctly understand- 
ing the difficulties which have beset the 
British minister in Japan since the present 
government assumed sole power, wish that 
nothing worse may befall the calumniator 
Hoos than that his brutal assaults upon the 
Quken’s representative in this country may 
be read by those who are inclined to give 
credence to the charges he now endeavours 
to prefer in the columns of the Pall Mall 
Gazette. 

These excerpta from the Tokio Times would 
be incomplete without the reproduction of a 
specimen of the coarse invective with which 
the editor delighted to degrade his pages. Tho 
rfanctory courtesy of phrase which marks 
the letter of Housg to the Pall Mall Gazette 
is in strong contrast to the following effusion, 
which is one of many taken at random from 
the Tokio Times issued during the years 1878 
to 1880. The style is unique, and affords 
the best clue obtainable by those who have 
no personal knowledge of Hovuss, to the 
character of the man. The attack, however, 
in this instance, is not upon the British 
minister but upon a contemporary journalist. 


It is not often that. a person in the 
position of Yokohama —-———— has the 
opportanity of even partially redeeming his 
shattered character for journalistic trathfal- 
ness . . . . Now the man’s forehead 
should already be blistered by the brands of 
falsehood that we have stamped upon it for 
this particalar lie Come, Master 
——, produce your evidence. Produce it 
quickly, or consent to stand naked before 
the commanity as one of the most impudent 
and obscene liars that ever entangled him- 
self in a fraudalent network of his own fe- 
culent invention. 

The writer of those passages, taken with 
little selection from a host of attacks of the 
same character, was the friend of governor 
Hennessy, the being whom general Grant 
delighted to honour, the prototype of 
Garris the other slanderer, and the intimate 
adviser, counsellor, and associate of Sir 
Epwarp Ragp. And it is upon the ansup- 
ported charges of this mien daciona raffian, 
reiterated by a person who was intimately con- 
nected with this country by means of govern- 
ment contracts, that our minister, after the 
conscientious performance of sixteen years’ 
labour, is to be called apon to defend him- 
self !—July 30. 


TRIAL BY JURY. 


HE codification of the criminal and civil 
laws of Japan is said to be progressing, 

a notification having boen issued by the 
prime minister that tho reformed criminal 
code will come into force on January Ist, 
1882. From these codes sections providing 
for the submission of the issues in grave 
causes toa jury have been omitted; and in 
the words of contemporary, the reason 


assigned is, that the people are not sufficiently 
educated to be entrusted with such a pri- 
vilege. We have at present to deal only 
with the criminal law as it is proposed to be 
administered in Japan; and have nothing 
more to rely upon than the statements in the 
Japan Mail, to one of which we intend to 
confine our attention. 

Visitors, paid writers, and -others who 
think the favs some claim to be heard, 
are in the habit of asserting that no- 
thing in the treaties is so painful and 
humiliating to the Japanese government as 
the clause which exempts foreigners from 
native jurisdiction. Strange to say no 
definitive demand for the abrogation of this 
condition appears to have been made, al- 
though several indirect attempts to acquire 
municipal control over foreigners have, from 
time to time, been observed and as regularly 
checked; nevertheless the Japanese govern- 
ment are very often held up as entitled to 
receive greater consideration in this respect 
than has hitherto been accorded to them. 
Whether the Japanese ministers themselves 
are the authors of this real or supposed de- 
mand we do not know ; bat if they are—if the 
cry of others is not the mere “ hare-brained 
chatter of irresponsible frivolity,”—how does 
it come to pass that the usually acute minis- 
ters should permit the world to have before it 
a resolution of the senate, passed in this year 
of progress 1881, that the Japanese people 
are not sufficiently educated to act as jury- 
men? This point should not be sarrounded 
with too many distinctions. Japan has made 
many praiseworthy efforts to improve her 
judicial procedare; but the reselts are not 50 . 
apparent, nor has sufficient time elapsed to en- 
able impartial critics to form more than awout- 
line opinfon which, go far as it goes, is probably 
favourable to the fature of Japanese law. This 
impression the government should have done 
all in their power to strengthen; and have 
taken ee tion to guard it from adverse 
criticism. This wise rule has not been observed; 
on the contrary, those powers who may be 
inclined to consider how far territorial juris- 
diction over foreigners may be conceded to 
Japan, sre met by the undisguised declara- 
tion of a government composed of twelve or 
thirteen persons, responsible to none, exer- 
cising sapreme authority, that the middle 
classes are utterly anworthy to enjoy any po- 
litical rights whatsoever, and farther, that 
their standard of education is too low to per- 
mit them to sit as jurymen. 


Exception has been taken to our view of 
this latest legislative act; and a vain effort 
has been made to explain what is intended to 
be conveyed in the word education. We are 
told that:—‘‘The education in question is 
“not a knowledge of primers, geographical, 
“historical, or economical, bat a political 
“education, and of this—although readily 
“ premising that no foreigner is in a position 
‘to pass confident jadgment—nothing in the 
‘past or present condition of gor na eug- 
“ gests even a moderate supply.” 6 legi- 
timate inference is that, as all access to poli- 
tical education is closely barred against the 
people, trial by the country is to be for ever 
impossible. If we go back in imagination 
one thousand years, how does the civili- 
zation and education of the English people of 
the ninth century compare with similar quali- 
fications of the respectable middle class Japan - 
ese of to-day? And yct authorities agree in 
an acknowledgment that King ALFRED intro- 
duced trial by jary into England in 886 A.D 
Brackstone alludes to trial by jury as having 
been “universally established among all the 
“ northern’ nations, and) so interwoven ia 
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“their very constitution, that the earliest|tages of trial by jury, says :—‘‘If the ad- 


“ accownts of the one give us some traces of 
“ the.other.” Reference to other authorities 
serves to show that the origin of trial by jury 
is lost in the mists of antiquity. It was regard- 
ed in the ages before politics or education 
were as the only true and fair form of trial. 
This being the case, what has political edaca- 
tion to do with the qualifications of men to 
decide upon the evidence for and against one 
of their own number accused of an offence 
committed against themselves ? 

In no part of our previous note on this sub- 
ject was any enthusiastic admirntion express- 
ed for the institution of trial by jury. The 
view taken was essentially common sense and 
practical; and we deprecate any attempt to 
obscure the point by assertions that he who 
advocates trial by jury in Japan wishes the 
pation to pass at once to extreme conditions 
of society higher than its own; or assumes 
that a people shut oat from all political free- 
dom; who have known only the yoke, should 
be ready at a moment's notice to assume the 
reins. The question is, is the middle class of 
Japan cempetent to furnish twelve men to 

ide upon the weight of evidence placed 
befere: them in a criminal cause? The 
government, that is, twelve other men, 
sitting: in ja at, say no; and so it 
maust go forth to the world that the 
Japanese people, who are said to lay claim 
te jarisdiction over all foreigners, and to 
resent: the stipulation which pre- 
vents this as humiliating. and insulting, are 


whilly tent to exercise one of the 
bamblest moet important fonctions 
of frdemen. That is all. If the code goes 


forth with this condition it can no longer lay 
Gldizh to be ‘“ modelled upon that of France,” 
for'in that country the jury possess powers 
fer r than their English compeors. 
lo ‘charge of impropriety has. been urged 
agaist the judges ; ioe we observe with 
regres a wing tendency to distort the 
meaniag of phrases which are in tho origival 
xiang to ambiguity. Ex- 
‘perience of the form and working of govern- 
merit, of the olasa of people who are at 
once officials and traders, of the number 
of acta of the government towards favoured 
‘individuals which sbould and would be oon- 
tested in courts of law if those courte were 
differently constituted, warranted the sen- 
tence that the decisions of judges more or 
less dependent upon one of the parties to a 
cause, and absolutely dependent upon the 
government who may frequently be the 
real defendants, must all be open to suspicion 
—suspicion sufficient to destroy all faith in 
Japanese courts or in the administration of 
justice. Tho same worda are applicable to 
any nation situated as Japau is; nor would, 
any hesitation be shown in applying than to 
England under similar conditions. Thore, 
where the: judges are men of the best educa- 
tion, enjoying an office of high hononr 
and distinction, independent of the govern- 
ment, and of the demise of the crown,’ 
removable only by impeachment for corrup- 
tion or default in the exercise of their duties, 
the constitation very wisely confides to them 
only the administration of the law; that is, 
its application to the facts, which latter are 
to be decided upon by twolve men the equals 
of the person accused. Few English jndges 
will willingly decide questions of fact; while 
so jealous are they of their reputation that 
no jadge will sit as a membor of a court in 
a cause where a company in which he isa 
sbareholder is a party. 
All this bas long ago been settled by an- 
thority, BuscxsTons, ip ostimating the advan» 


“ ministration of justice is entirely entrusted 
‘“‘to the magistracy, a select body of men, 
“ and those eng selected by the prince, 
“or, such as enjoy the highest offices in the 
“ state, their decisions, in spite of their own 
“natural integrity, will frequently have an 
“involantary bias towards those of their 
“ own rank and dignity,—for it is not to be 
“expected from human nature, that the few 
“ should be always attentive to the interests 
“and good of the many. Bat in 
“settling and adjusting a question of fact, 
“when entrusted to any single magistrate, 
“partiality and injustice have an ample 
“field to range in; either by boldly as- 
“ serting that to be proved which is not 
“go, or by more artfully suppressing some 
“circumstances, stretching and warping 
“others, and distinguishing away the re- 
“ mainder. Here, therefore, a competent 
“ number of sensible and upright j 
“chosen by lot from among those of the 
“ middle rank, will be found the best inves- 
“ tigators of truth, and the surest guardians 
“ of public justice.” 

In criminal cases of any importance in any 
country the crown must be concerned as 
prosecutor ; and by no stretch of imagination 
can we conceive judges appointed by the 
prosecntor, holding office at his pleasure, and 
deciding upon questions of fact as of law, 
eutitled to receive, and receiving, the con- 
fidence of the people. All such courte will be 
held in suspicion. An English commentator 
very eloquently remarks :—“ It may be truly 
“ affirmed that the most transcendant privi- 
“lege which any subject can enjoy or wish 
“ for is, that he cannot be affected either in 
‘his property, his liberty, or his person, but 
“ by the unanimous consent of twelve of his 
“ aay are and equals; and there can be 
“ no doubt that this institution has secured 
“the jast liberties of this uation for a long 
“ suceession of ages. And therefore a cele- 
“ brated French writer (Montesquieu) who 
“ conclades that because Rome, Sparta and 
“ Carthage, have lost their libertws, there- 
“ fore those of Fingland in time must perish, 
‘* ghould have recollected that Rome, Sparta 
“and Carthage, at the time when their liber- 
“ ties were lost, wére strangers to the trial 
“ by jury.” “ 

For all purposes of pw a jury is the 
sarest safe-guard of the liberty and property 
of the people; and the assertion that the 
middle class ef Japan, from which juries 
would be drawn, is unfitted by the absence 
of “ political education” from deciding 
upon common causes of wrongs done, is 
equivalent to a declaration that in Eng- 
land daring the period when the castles 
of every voble and knight were dens from 
whence robbers and cut-throate issued to 
prey upon the weak and unoffending, and to 
supply their wants from the stores of those 
who laboured, and when every person not a 
charchman was clothed in the densest igno- 
tance, the natives possessed a mental culture 
and political education superior to the Japa- 
uese of the present day. 

If the argument is good that the middle 
class of Janan is unfitted to furnish a jury, 
it applies a fortiori to the government and 
the jadges.—July 30. 


THE BLOCKADE OF YOKOHAMA. 


OW many Japanese beyond the few who 
maintain a sort of blockade of the port 

of Yokohama, know that they have perfect and 
uncontrolled liberty to deal directly with for- 
eignera free from the interference of the 


Machigaisho, and without the interveation of 
saitori? How many know that they have a 
perfect right to disvegard all obstacles imposed 
upon their trade: by quasi-official regulations, 
loeal government decrees, and guild restrictions ? 
Or know that they have a right, which canaet 
be questioned, to enter the foreign settlements, 
bny and sel there, and carry commodities in 
and out without interference from any persens 
whatever, and without paymest of any tax 
upon those commodities which have been duly 
entered at the custome? We may anewer 
from personal knowledge that beyond the 
foreign settlement very few people are aware 
that commercial intercourse directly with 
foreigners is secured to the Japanese people of 
all classes by the treaties of commerce entered 
into by their own government. The treaties 
of 1858 expressly stipulate for freedom of pur- 
chase and sale to and from Japanese without 
the intervention of any Jspanese officers : this 
condition was affirmed and defined in the 
London protocol of 1862, whereia Karl Rosset, 
the then minister for foreign. affairs, agreed 
with the Japanese envoys, sent to England for 
the purpose of obtaining consent to defer 
the opening of the porte specified in the 
treaty of 1858, that the Jupanese govern. 
ment will “specifically abolish and do away 
with all restrictions limiting the classes of per- 
sons who shall be allowed to trade with foreign- 
ersat the ports of Nagasaki, Hakodate and Kaua- 
gawa:” this condition was. again strengthenad 
and reafirmed it: the tariff convention of 1866, 
wherein “the gevernment of Jepan do nak 
hesitate to declare that Japanesc. merchaute 
and traders of: sil classes are at liberty to 
trade direetly, and without. the interfesence 
of government efficers, with foreign mes- 
chente :” and'so recently es 1873, H. E. Tense 
euma, then minister for foreign affairs, ady 
dressing the foreign representatives, deckuned 
that “all guilds being establishel at the 
option of the. parties forming them, they cannot 
force others to become members or forcibly 
detain them as members of a guild if they 
do not break its regulations. As all merchants 
aze not members of the said guild (iu this 
case the particular guild referred to waa the 
Kiito Aratame Kaisha) they have the right of 
trading freely with natives and foreigners 
without having their goods examined by the 
guild.” This explicit communication was pre- 
ceded by an {imperial notification signed’ by 
H. E. Oxoma, giving uotice that a’ Japanese 
may “freely enter into dealings with natives 
and foreigners whether he belong to a guild 
or not. Further, no obstacles are to be offered 
to the dealings of persons not belonging to a 
guild in respect of the transmission of their 
goods to an open port.” Sir Harry Parxes, 
H. B. M. minister, in travamitting’ copies of 
H. E. Trrasaima’s letter and the notification 
to the chairman of the Chamber of Commerce, 
referred to the latter as one “in which inter- 
ference on the part of this or other guilds with 
the free action of dealers not belonging thereto 
is distinctly forbidden.” : ; 

These notifications and opinions must neces- 
sarily be considered in connection with the 
attempts which have been mudv, some of 
them successfully, to evade not only the treaty 
conditions but the express decrecs of tha Ja. 
panese government, ‘Ihe prevailing opinion 
is that the government as a body, that is, the 
supreme council, are ignorant of the existence 
of combinations or guilds which invoke the 
aid of police, and assume an authority which 
readily imposes on the innocent country mer- 
chant who has no knowledge whatever 
of the conditions governing intercourse with 
foreigners and controlling trade with them. 
These abuses nevertheless do exist. There are 
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combinations which issue licenges. to certain 
aria to deal with foreigners, all others 

ing excluded. Should any rson not 
licensed attempt to transact business with 
foreigners his goods are intercepted on enter+ 
ing or leaving the settlement by the spies 
posted at every avenue and approach thereto, 
The consequence of this is that the government, 
with the best intentions, and no doubt animat- 
ed by an earnest desire to adhere in good 
faith to the commercial treaties, are placed in 
a false position. by the acts of unauthorized 
persons, who impose upon the general trader to 
such an extent that the latter feels compelled 
to conduct his business with forcigners solely 
through the saituri, whose action upon trade 
generally is highly prejudicial to all coucerned 
except themselves. 

If the memorial of the foreign silk mer- 
chants deals with the general question of 
unauthorized interference with the free inter- 
course of foreigners with the Japanese people, 
it must have a beneficial effect apart from its 
particular object. Should the government ac- 
cord a favourable hearing to the prayer of 
the memorialists, and issue a new and still 
more imperative notification declaring that no 
guild, association, or body of merchants, such 
as the silk combination, the Machigasisho, and 
others, have any power whatever to impose 
restrictious on trade directly with foreigners, or 
“to levy trausit charges on the property of 
natives eo directly dealing, or to interfere in 
any manner with lawful baying and selling, a 
great and beneficial change would be at once 
experienced in commerce, and a much better, 
becauee more cordial, feeling would be esta- 
blished between the real producer and conanmer 
and the foreign importer and exporter. 

There are, we understand, one or two in- 
dependent Japanese merchants recently estab- 
lished who have resolutely declined to recognize 
the aseamel power of the Machigaisho; to 
submit to the illegal tax it levies on all goods 
pasting into and out of the foreign settlement ; 


: or'to'be drawn into the association as members 


or Mcensees, This is the first blow strack at 
‘the roots of a pernicious monopoly to control 
all trade with foreigners, and to confine it to 
the ‘hands of less than a dozen people who have, 
fot ten years past, practically violated the pro- 
visions of the treaties and openly defied the 
notifications of their own government; acts 
which we hope will be impossible in fature 
when the attention of the government is drawn 
to them. 
- The associations to which we refer may 
de Hikened into highwaymen who, setting 
aside all taw, and disregarding all edicts issu- 
‘ed for their suppression, prey upon those 
who believe they are defenceless because 
their assailants, with threate and overt acts, 
declare them to be so. What the public 
interest imperatively requires is that all people 
should be given to understand that these law- 
less threats may be despised, and that any 
proceeding beyond a threat may be punished 
on appeal to the law. There is now a depart- 
ment of agriculture and commerce, and that 
department may do good work by appointing a 
commission of inquiry to report on the manner 
in which trade with foreigners is invaded and 
-injured by persons acting in defiance of the law. 
The point we desire to convey is that, while 
the law and the treaties distinctly declare 
all interference with free commercial and 
social intercourse of the whole of the Japa- 
nese people with foreigners to be iNlegal. a 
dozen or more persons daily violate both with 
perfect immunity from consequences. 

If the Japanese press would make theso 
questions ae throughout the country much 
good would be done; but for reasons we are 


wholly unable to fathom native newspapers 
entirely avoid the subject. The Mai Nichi 
Shinbun is patriotic and public-spirited enough 
to take up this question. It is surely not 
afraid of the consequences of offending the 
Machigaigho, or those other combinations 
which intervene with fresh restrictions when 
the Machigasisho fails, Fear of this kind is 
quite groundless, but of this the Mai Nichi 
Shinbun should be the best judge. We should 
be exceedingly grieved to see the public- 
spirited and honest Mai Nichi Shinbun sub- 
jected to fines for attacking abuses ; and we 
certainly cannot afford to lose that estimable 
journal by suspension or suppression ; but at 
the same time its apathy is not to be com- 
mended.— Aug. 3. 


REDUCTION OF GROUND RENT. 


HE comments lately made on this qnes- 
tion appear to have been misunder- 
stood, and as the matter is one of more than 
passing interest it may be dealt with at some 
length, particularly as the objections taken 
by this journal are erroneously said to have 
been traversed. 

If land owners were invited to accept a 
new title deed with every existing condition 
intact with the exception of the stipulated 
annaal rental; or, to quote the question ask- 
ed, ‘‘is there a single owner of land in the 
settlement who would not be willing to 
surrender his title in exchange for a new 
one, the conditions of which, as to 
annual payments, &c., should be leas 
onerous to him, provided the grantor should 
be willing to grant the relief prayed 
for?” there can'be Se; doubt age ome 
would gladly a; to thechange. Bat here- 
in Ties” the fa os The title deed is either a 
valid, binding agreement, or it is waste paper. 
No such agreement can be good in part; it is 
either entirely good or it is worthless ; and it 
seems justifiable to assume that the title deed 
is an invariable contract defining the liabili- 
ties of the grantee of the land in respect of 
all taxation leviable thereon. This ia far 
from being a superfluous issue, under which 
term should rather beincluded comparisons be- 
tween the trade of Shanghai and Yokohama, 
or the tive merits of the municipal 
governmenta of the two settlements, The 
issue raised is that, so long as the lessee 
pays the stipulated ground rent, and observes 
the other conditions of the lease, he is absolved 
from all other taxation in respect of his hold- 
ing. If these conditions sre liable to variation 
by agreement other than between the lessor 
and lessee, it is obvious that the alleged con- 
tract is valueless. We hold the conditions are 
not 80 liable. This contention is met with the 
assertion that if our position were tenable, 
all the other clauses contained in the treaties 
and conventions applicable to foreigners, are 
equally beyond the range of diplomacy. This 
is not a reasonable conclusion. In this —par- 
ticular case an agreemont has been entered 
into with a third party, whose consent is es- 
sential to any alteration in that agreement. 

Coming to the agreement itself we hold 
that payment of the ground rent covers all 
municipal charges. The convention of De- 
cember 3rd, 1864, section V., provides that the 
proceeds of the lard anles shall constitute a 
mnnicipal fand. The convention of Decem- 
ber 19th, 1864 contains the following section 
which it is advisable to quote in full :— 

XII.—Finally in order to avoid all farther 
discussion about the keeping of roads, drain- 
age, clearing of streets and other municipal 
objects, for which hitherto the Japanese local 


and the first council was formed, the 
of Kanagawa having previously complimented 


cha: 
The foreign council continued its dutjes until 


government being of opinion t 
carry out the work for the propo: 
ground rent granted to the council, the latter 
ceased to exercise its fanctions, and mnuicipal 


authorities have been held responsible in 
yiew.of the high rental paid by all foreign 
leaseholders, it has been a; 


greed that these 


objects shall henceforth be secured by the 

foreign land renters themselves, and towards 

the.expenses that must be incurred annually 

there shall be a deduction of 20 per cent. 

from the yearly rent paid by all iands teased 

ba corelgner, to be paid into the municipal 
nd. 


These clanses lead to the belief that the 


ground rent includes all imperial, tocal, and 
municipal taxation while extra-territoriality 
remains a condition of the treaties: anda 
short sketch of the rise of municipal govern- 
ment in’Yokohama will support this belief. 
Prior to 1863 the settlement had no super- 
vision: every resident did as he or she 
ieee the streets were encumbered with 


Ith and garbage; and unsold or unbuilt on 


lots of land were ‘receptacles for all the re- 
fuse and abominations of the place. In that 
ea Mr. N. P. Kinapon undertook, single- 


anded and at his own ex; the cleansing 


of the streets and the formation of some 
system which should eventually resolve 
itself into a municipality. 
government consented to grant one-fifth of 


In 1864 the 


the ground rents for municipal purposes, 
verngor 


Mr. Kinapon on his action, and refunded the 
to which he had been subjected. 


1867, when the revenue proving ingufficient 
far the growing wants of the place, gnd the 

fiat they could 
ion of 


control passed into the hands of the governor 
of Kanagawa. To secure to foreign residents 
some sort of representation it was agreed to 
appoint a foreign superintendent or director, 
and Mr. Magtiy DonMeEn temporarily filled 
that post ; but his administration not proving 
acceptable to foreigners, the latter werg invit- 
ed to elect one of their own nominees, their 
choice falling upon Mr. Brnson, who became 
municipal director in 1868. This offiee was 
abolished about four years ago, siace when 
there has been no nominal foreign direator or 
superintendent. Notwithstanding the election 
by the land owners the superintendent was in 
the service of and paid by the Japances go- 
veroment : and at the present moment ground 
rent is held to cover all municipal charges 
which are, and always have been, boroe by 
the government. This is the position whieh, 
it is said, may be varied by agreement between 
the Japanese government and the ministers 
of the treaty powers, there being an assump- 
tion that the rent now payable would be 
reduced, thereby removing all possibility of 
plain on the part of the holders of title 
leeds. 


An article of the alleged proposals for 
treaty revision has been quoted to prove 
that the Japanese government do eontem- 
plate a reduction of ground rent. A passage 
in that clause runs as follows :— 


Until the annual sum. . of ground 
rent payable to the government. . . has 
been reduced to the same amount as the sum 
annually payable at the same period to the 
said government by the native subjects in 
reference to the ownership of land in the 
respective neighbourhoods: subjects shall 
be exempt from the payment of all local 
taxes, and from all direct taxes, whether 
imperial or local. 

The clear meaning of this section is that, 
so soon as foreigners are subject to local or 
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See 


C—O 


imperial taxation, ground rent shall be re- 
duced to the same rate as is payable by 
Japanese subjects; and a suggestion has been 
thrown out for the guidance of foreign 
ministers to the effect that “ there is no valid 
reason to prevent foreigners’ rent being placed 
on the samo level with that of the natives 
in towns.” Assuming the foreign ministers 
should act upon this suggestion, and agree 
with the Japanese government to equalise the 
rentals paid by foreigners with those we by 
natives, what will be the result? Inquiry 
made shows that a plot of one hundred taubo 
situate in Sakai-cho pays the following taxes, 
namely, 2} °/, land tax, $°/, local tax, and 
5 per cent. municipal tax, in all 8} per cent. 
Land in this situation represents a low av 
valuation, yet the assessment for this lot is 
1,800 yen. Foreigners pay 4 land rental of 
$27.98 per 100 tanbo; a Japanese pays land 
rental, 45 yen; local tax, 15 yen; municipal 
tax 90 yen; in all 150 yen. Take the land 
tax alone onpe acre of ground on the same 
basis. At present the annual charge is 
$338.56; reduced “to the same level with 
that of the natives in towns” it would be 
yen 544.50, or_if exchange is to be consider- 
ed, $340.31. If we demand to be put on the 
game footing as the natives we must not 
insist upon those concessions only which are 
supposed to be in our favour; we must 
give, as is recommended, a quid pro quo for 
that for which we ask ; and no foreign minis- 
ter will press upon the government the reduc- 
tion of foreigners’ ground rent toa level with 
that of the natives, without consenting to the 
game imposta a3 the natives bear in addition 
to imperial taxation, and for which we receive 
in return quite as much in the shape of 
municipal advantages aa the Japanese. In 
such case, the holder of an acre of land in 
the settlement would have to pay yen 1,815, 
or $1,184.38, or three and one-half times 
more than he pays now, putting on one side 
tho numberless squeezes and inquisitorial 
proceedings to which the native householder 
is subjected. — 

This journal is acoused of being “ wise in 
its own conceit” by averring that the ques- 
tion of ground rent is not one for diplomatic 
interference ; and hopes have been expressed 
that our remarks will be properly appreciated 

the community, an evident insinua- 
tion that the interests of tho latter have 
been ed. Fair play is a jewel of great 
price; and when a species of threatening 
demand is proposed to be made upon 
the Japanese government it is the duty 
of an independent journalist to ascer- 
tain how far that demand ia justified, 
and what the effects will be if it is 
pressed. We have done this; and the result 
before our readers tells them plainly enough 
that, ao far as ground rent in the settlement 
is concerned, Yokohama is in a better posi- 
tion than Shanghai, while it pays but little 
more than 3C per cent. of the taxes borne by 
the natives in the adjoining town; and there 
is the probability of this article having the 
much to be desired effect of saving the for- 
eign ministers from overtures which would 
place them in a thoroughly false position. 

We cannot take leave of this subject with- 
out pointing out the great difference between 


land in the settlement and on the bluff. The 
first is for business purposes; nearly every 
yard of space is utilized: the second is for 
par of private dwelling and pleasure 
ground. On the blaff some redaction could 
be with advantage recommended. Let a 
certain area, say 300 tenbo, of each lot pay 
the rental now fixed, namely, $12 per 100 
tsubo; the remainder, which is seldom used 


for any other purpose than as a flower or 
kitchen garden, to pay a3 Japanese pay 
for land in similar situations. We understand 
the assessed value of arable land is 47 yeu 
per tan; and on the revised basis the rental 
of a lot of 1,500 taubo, a nice but by no 
means extensive bluff componnd, now paying 
ap annual rental of $180, would be reduced 
to $42.28. The rental payable Wy a Japanese 
subject for the same area of suburban land 
being only yen 7.85. Such a redaction would 
be highly ‘appreciated, but it can only be 
bronght about by voluntary concession on 
the part of the government, diplomatic inter- 
ference in such a matter being manifestly 
out of the question. 

Finally, our readere may have reason to 
feel grateful to us for exposing the trap laid 
for them by rash advisers who do not take 
the trouble to ascertain the facts of the mat- 
ter before forming their opinion ; and come 
to the conclusion that it will be best not to 
disturb the ground rent question at all.— 
Aug. 6. 


Miscellancons Articles. 


THE NEW SILK GUILD. 


fl Rigex Japan Mail, in treating the question 

which has arisen regarding the prac- 
tioes of the silk trade, argues in the same 
way aa Sir E. J. Resp doos in his accusations 
against Sir Harry Parkes, namely, by hear- 
say from a very low source. The Japan Mail 
follows this lead, and argues upon the repre- 
sentations of its coadjator the Ohiugai Bukka 
Shinpo, which has for ils principal contri- 
butor a foreign gentleman who is either in 
the service of the government officially, or as 
& recompensed adviser. 

The Japan Mail says it is premature for 
the foreign community to e any steps 
against the action of the silk guild; but 
if such steps were necessary the proper 
method was take them through the chair- 
man of the Chamber of Commerce. It is as 
well that the Mail should be put right on 
this point at once, in order that it shall not 
fall into similar error in fatare. The foreign 
ministers well know that as all the mercantile 
houses in Yokohama do not choose to become 
members of the Chamber of Commeree, a fall 
meeting of the latter body might not possibly 
represent the true opinion of the fall mer- 
cantile community. Moreover, a meeting of the 
chamber is rarely attended by all the members, 
the role being that such meetings command 
the attendance of but few. A communication 
of the chairman to the ministers, therefore, 
would be in accordance with the decision of 
the majority of a meeting, which meeting 
would possibly not be a majority of the cham- 
ber; and, as the chamber is not the totality 
of our commerce, a fortiori the communica- 
tion of the chairman might be opposed to 
the sense of the general body of merchants 
proper. A document which reaches the 
ministers signed by all the commercial houses 
in Yokohama who are interested in # particu- 
lar class of trade, must have more influence 
than a document presented by the Chamber 
of Commerce, because the ministers, on re- 
ference to the document and signatures, can 
satisfy themselves of the unanimity of the 
commercial community; while they have 


The Chiugai Bukka Shinpo and the Mail 
consider it is foolish on the part of foreign 
merchants to memorialise their ministers 
against the formation of a guild or combina- 
tion voluntarily established, and of a private 
character. This assumption shows that both 
these journals have been misinformed as to 
the object of the memorial to the diplomatic 
body. The object of the memorial is, so far 
as we havo been able to learn, not to appeal 
to the government to prevent the formation 
of the guild, but to save Japanese traders 
from intimidation by the guild, which they 
may regard as under the protection of some 
government authority. The poople in the 
interior are not yet sufficiently informed of 
the illegality of the existing higaisho to 
warrant them in offering any resistance to 
ita rules. These people are afraid that if 
the rules of the Machigaisho are not observed, 
their property may be confiscated and the 
owners subjected to heavy fines. Of the 
abuse of this institation, and the facility 
with which it can and does invoke the aid 
of the police, there are abundant illustrations 
which the Mail can collect on inquiry. The 
impression prevailing with regard to the 
Machigaisho and ita powers, prevails with re- 
gard to all combinations of the few persons 
who have usurped, and continue to hold, the 
sole right of dealing with foreign merchants. 
Under these circumstances the action of 
foreign merchants is decidedly not premature 
in asking the diplomatic body to solicit the 
government to issue proclamations, similar 
to those issued in 1873, to the effect that no 
guilds can be formed with a power to inflict 
‘fines or sarge upon those who choose to act 
independently of them; and that all guilds 
attempting any act of intimidation will be 
summarily dealt with. 

The Ohiugai Bukka Shinpo and the Mail 
evidently wish the public to infer that the 
government have no information respecting 
this undertaking, which is purely one of a 
private character. This, however, does not 
agree with the information reosived by the 
foreign community from the Japanese silk 
traders of Yokohama, who declare that en 
the 15th of J aly a deputation of their nam- 
ber was received st the Naimusho, and an- 
other subsequently on the 21st. What 
passed there hag not been revealed. If the 
government as a body know nothing about 
the proposed arrangements, some o! of 
the government do know. It ig also un- 
known whether a charter has been drawn up 
sufficiently explicit for presentation for go- 
vernment approval, bat we may tell the 
Chiugait Bukka Shinpo and the Mail what is 
known. The Japanese silk brokers doing 
business here affirm that all silk merchants 
in the interior have forced them, inst 
their conviction, to attempt to establish this 
guild, This is one side of the question. We 
know on the other side, from interviews be- 
tween silk growers in the interior and for- 
eign buyers who went into the country to 
ascertain the progress of the crop, that silk 
merchants there complained of the intended 
establishment of the guild, but were forced to 
promise to join it by the silk brokers of Yoko- 
bama who were licensed for the sale and oon- 
trol of their produce. These two accounte are 
very conflicting ; and it is extremely difficalt 
to discover, or attempt to decide, which of the 
two stories is true. If the producers in the 
interior tell the truth it is high time the 
government should notify them that they are 
free to evade impositions attempted to be put 


an opportunity of inquiring from non-signa-) upon them by the silk brokers of this port, 


tories their reasons for refusing to identity | 


themselves with the memorial. 


and therefore the memorial of the foreign 


‘merchants has not only/not been premature, 
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bat has been urgently called for and absolute- 
ly needed. 

We hear every day~of discontents who 
have signed the agreement te become mem- 
bers of this guild; and their excuse is tl 
cannot well afford not to sign it althoug 
they are entirely ere to the principle 
of ite formation. ney hint at an ont. 
side pressure which might harm them. 
So'it appears the formation of this guild is 
not entirely voluntary. We hear of pro- 
ducers in the interior who complain. bitterly 
of being obliged to pay a heavy commission 
to the licensed silk brokers for the aale of 
their, the producers’, silk to foreign ex- 
porters; and that very few know they 
can sell to a foreigner direct without subject- 
ing their silk to confiscation or themselves to 
heavy penalties. So confused are the per- 
sons resident beyond the open porte in regard 
tothe position in which they stand towards 
foreigners, that they have resolved to incur no 
risk, imaginary or. otherwise, by evading the 
licensed dealers who reap 8 rich harvest 
from the credulity, timidity, and ignorance of 
the people.of the country whom they pretend 
are not allowed to come into direct contact 
with foreign merchante. * 

All these points, we again repeat, call for 
the immediate action of the government of 
Japan to. protect producers against the wiles 
of guilds in the open ports ; and to sustain 
the treaties which repeat themselves on this 
one point, namely, that there shall be pro- 
hibition of interference in trade between Ja- 
— et all classes and foreign merchants. 
—Aug 2. 


P' treaty on the subject. It pro- 
vides that a British author can acquire 

copyright of his works on the same terms a8 

an American citizen by concluding an ar- 

rangement with an American ablisber, and 

having the works printed and published in 

America three months efter publication in 

England. A copy must also be ted to 

the library of Congress at Was ington. Tt 
is also proposed that if the copyright of a 
work in the United States be secured, the 
English edition shall be excluded. This draft 
has been submitted to the Board of Trade, 
and to committees of authors and publishers. 
The former proposes that the term within 
which copyright can be obtained should be 
extended from three to six months, and that, 
while no export of English editions of copy- 
right books to the nited States shall bo 
permitted, leave shall be given to import 
American editions of those books to England. 
It is dificult to understand why this latter 
distinction should be made ; indeed, it is not 
clear why there should not, in case of this 
treaty coming into operation, be a free-trade 
in books between the two countries. English 
authors and publishers unite in condemuing 
the second a the Board of Trade date 
as really rendering English copyright worth- 
less, and came to the conclusion that if the 
term were extended from three months to a 
year, the draft proposed by Mr. Lowert 
afforded a basis for negotiation. 

The chief opposition which this treaty will 
encounter will probably come from America 
iteelf. Mr. Carey, the well-known protec- 
tioniat writer—indeed he may almost be called 
the modern apostle of protection—was very 
strongly opposed to any such arrangement, 
and his followers in the United States are 
both numerous and powerful. He maintains 
the pecaliar position that no author has pro- 
duced anything new; but that all books— 
Macauray’s history, for instance—contain 
only what was already common property, and 
are only more or less skilful arran; ta of 
the letters of the alphabet. He olds that 
this is not the kind of work for which an 
alien should receive pecuniary romuneration 
within the United States; fame should be 
quite wafficient for them. It is to be hoped, 
however, that visionary theories of this des- 
cription will not be allowed to interfere 
seriously with the settlement of a question 
which haa, for more than forty years, been 
the source of much heartburning and vexa- 
tion between the two countries. 

The question is of small importance in 
Japan ; but we must confess it alway 
seemed to us petty and unfair that the 
several departments in Tokio should re- 
print and publish (for the reprints can be 

archased at any bookseller’s shop in 
Tokio) English and American works which 
can be obtained at very low prices from the 
original publishers. A copyright law would, 
as yet, be of small use either to Japan or to 
foreign authors; but it may be that the gov- 
ernment, when dealing with the important 
matters of patent laws and the law of trade- 
marks, will also make some provision for the 
allied law of copyright in their own interest. 

Tu a paper on copyright in Chins, recently 
read by Dr. MacGowan before the North 
China branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, 
we notice that reference is made to the 
manner iv which some Chinese works, form- 
of arriving at a satisfactory and|ing the chief subsistence of their authors, 
equitable solution of the much vexed ques-|are pirated by Japanese publishers and im- 
tion of copyright between England and ported into China. Should the government 


America, Mr. "Lowett, the United States of the latter country desire to pat & stop to 
this traffic it can easily do so by simply 


minister in London, has submitted to | this : mf 
the British government the draft of geizing the reprints at the custom houses. Tbig 


well-deserved, censure of the line of policy 
pursued by Governor HENNEssEY. This ex- 
cited the ire of the Hongkong Telegraph who 
is an ardent admirer and warm supporter of 
that strong-minded ruler and acco! ingly in 
his issue of the 26th. Jaly he accordingly 
takes the Mas! to task in a manner somewhat 
new to this part of the world. We havo 
neither space nor inclination to re 
luce our young contem| ’s article 
tn extenso; in fact it would scarcely repay 
1 if we had. But however, to give 
our readers an idea of the kind of writ- 
ing indulged in by Mr. Fraser-Smits, 
the gentlemen who rules the destinies of the 
Hongkong Telegraph, we give the following 
“ flowers of rhetoric” which we have culled 
at random ;—" Illogical and grossly ungram- 
“matical contemporary the Ohina Mail,” 
“blackguardly attack,” “ cowardly lie,” 
“ plackguardly falsehoods,” “ glaring un- 
“ teath,” “ scandalous falsehood.” 

The Ohina Mail, be it observed, has never 
once either directly or indirectly mentioned 
the name of the Hongkong T. h or in 
anyway recognised ite existence. Still, the 
shoe has pinched in some way or another, for 
the Telegraph says :— 

“We declare that the insinuations of the 
« Ohina Mail to the effect that our columns 
“have been suborned by the Governor to 
« tradnoe his subordinates, or to write up his 
“ policy, or for any purpose whatever, are 
“ blackguardly falsehoods whiob, bat for the 
“ respect we owe to ourselves and the law, 
« we should feel inclined to resent in an un- 
«« orthodox fashion.” The plain English of 
all this we take to be that, but for foar of 
consequences in the way of retaliation or 
through a wholesome dread of a policeman, 
the editor of the Telegraph, should he chance 
to enconnter the gentleman who condacte the 
China Mail, would be very much inclined to 
punch the latter's head. If words convey 
any meaning at all, this is the only reasonable 
construction we can place on the remarks 
above quoted from the Hongkong Telegraph. 

The Ohina Mail and the Daily Press—who 
by the way has also come in for his share of 
abuse—to their credit be it observed, have 
uniformly treated the utterances of the 


"SENSATIONAL JOURNALISM IN 
HONGKONG. 


Ce: LAMB, in his Essays of Elia, 
somewhere says that one invariably 
takes up a paper with curiosity and lays it 
down with disappointment. It must bo con- 
feased that the adage nowhere holds good 
more than it does in the Far East. Day 
after day, papers are taken up only to be 
thrown down in a minute or two with a con- 
temptuous ‘pehaw!’ or surly complaint 
about there being “nothing in it.” e are 
well aware that such complaints are only too 
= healer ua then our readers will 
ily admit that it is rather difficult ng agtoe ia 
matter to record events which never happen. no hesitation in saying thet the ling Srcon: 
In plain terms, when there is nothing to say 
we have only to say it as gracefully as we can. 

The late Cuanes Dickens, in his descrip- 
tion of the “ free and independent ” borough 
of Eatanswill, Lie a lively account of the 
manner in which its two Papers were conduct- 
ed, and ridiculed with all the force of his 
satire the low, scurrilous abuse in which 
Pe at home formerly too frequently 
indulged. Until within the last few days, we 
were under the impression that the style 
of writing pursued by the Eatanswill 
Gazelle and the Eatanswill Independent had 
become oxtinot altogether. But we find we 
are mistaken. The class of Journalists, of 
which Mr. Porrs was a type, is not quite 
defanct. No farther off than Hongkong one 
of thom is beginning to show himself in his 
true colours. Our young contemporary the 
Hongkong Telegraph is commencing to adopt 
a kind of Billingsgate towards the other 
two papers of the colony which calls for 
something more than ordinary ceasuro. 

The China Mail, in its issue of the 25th. 
July, comments on the resignation by Dr. 
Srewart of the acting colonial secrotary- 
ship, and in the course of his remarks, ex- 
pressed some strong, but probably only too 


attribute his ill-advised remarks rather to 
(journalistic) youth and inexperience than 
to any natural depravity of heart or disposi- 
tion. We trast he will receive our remarks 
in the same spirit as that in which we have 
written them and that he may be induced to 
assume a more courteous way of expressing 
himself when next he may have occasion to 
differ in opinion from his local contem- 
poraries.—Aug. 5. 


INTERNATIONAL COPYRIGHT. 


E are glad to pereoive a fair chance 
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incident’ seerhe to show that the Japanese 
tradesnian' has bot very few tricks of tradé 
to learh ftotti'his western colleague. 

According’ to’ the Athendum,. the subject of 
international copyright between China and 
Japan iv at’ presetit retéiving considération in’ 
thee¢ cotntries,. though wé have heard nothing 
of it Here: Chiness authors complain that 
their works aré reprinted in Japan, and 
then imsported into China, where they are 
sold at’ a much’ lower rate than can be 
done by the Chinese publisher, who pays 
a cettain sum to the author. Dr. MacGowan 
quoted an instance of an artist and poet at 
Ningpo who ptiblistied several hundred of his 
choice pictures accompanied by stanzas. These 
Have been pirated in Japan, and are sold in 
China at’ half the price of the original. The 
Chinese’ tliemselves can meet this wrong by 
prohibiting the importation of pirated editions ; 
but it is to be hoped the Japanese will 
render this form of fraud a criminal offence by 
passing a copyright law. 

Some other points in the same paper as to 
the position of Chinese authors are of such 
interest that we may refer briefly to them. 
Chinese law hus no special enactment against 
literary piracy ; but “those who infringe the 
rights of an author are liable to a punishment 
of one hundred blows and three years deporta- 
tion, if they print and sell his works without 
authority ; but if the trespass has gone no 
farther than printing, no copies having been 
sold, the panishment inflicted is -only fifty 
blow’, and ‘forfeiture of the books and: blocks.” 
The right, moreover, of an author in his works 
is perpetual, and’ deecends to his children 
or heirs, like any other property. Chinese 
writers’ professedly work for fame, not for 
profit: They make no arrangement with 
publishers, as it would be undignified ; “they 
have their books cut and printed on their own 
premises, and then sell them to the trade, 
usually at’ twice the cost of publication.” A 
writer’ of merit, however poor, never fails to 
find’ a’ Meconos; “men high in office, or 
possess’ of affluence, are always'to be found 
who wil! defray the cost of printing for the 
honour ‘thereof, leaving all the pecuniary ‘ad- 
vantage to the author.” 

By the aid of photography, we have lately 
become familiar with almost microscopic print- 
ing’; such as copies of The Times sent into 
Paris duting the siegé in which a pagé of the 
leading paper was accurately reproduced on a 
surface three inches by two: but this marvel 
issu by one recorded by Dr. MacGowan. 
A Chinese calligrapher, in his seventy-sixth 
year, without the aid of a glass, and with 
pencil and ink prepared by himself, wrote a 
passage from Conrucivs comprising ‘sixty-seven 
characters, having three hundred and eighty- 
nine strokes, on'a bit of spear-shaped ivory, 
the edges being flattened, with a superficies of 
one forty-six thousandth of a square inch. It is 
further stated that specimens exist of some of 
his writing in earlier years having more than 
twice that number of characters in the sate 
space !—Auzg. 6. 


sc ocdunienciseenninercaemmnanemetemneneeed 
Tue following is the return of exporta 


and imports for June ast, published by the 
customs suthoritics :— 


Yen. 
Exports... 00 w 2,833,493.518 
Imports... ... 0... 4. 2,247,662.712 
Exccss of exports... 585,830.806 
Duties, &c. vee vee 207,644,567 


Export of specie & bullion, $10,257.990 
Importof on yon 117,882,000 


Reports. 


THE LOSS OF THE “-ABERDONIAN ” 
AND THE “ ANNIB 8. HALE," 


The Shanghas Courier of the 2lat July says: 
—Another’ vessel has been added to the list 
of wrecké on the China Coast within the last 
few days. The Aberdonian, with a captain, 
two officers, and a Chinese cook, making 
24 hands all told, left Chefoo a short 
time ago on a voyage to Foochow, and 
on Friday last encountered the tyhoon 
which was experienced in Shanghai on 
the same night. Since then four Chinese, 
three sailors, and a supercargo have arrived 
at Ningpo, and have been forwarded by: the 


Kiang-teen to this port where they arrived’ 
They state that their vessel was’ 


to-day. 
wrecked on Friday about ten miles from 
Poo-too, between that island and Oushu, and 
that the vessel went down in about fifteen 
minutes. They and two others saved them- 
selves by clinging to planks and floating 
wreckage, and they are of opinion that the 
remainder of the crew may have'been saved 
the same way, and have drifted on shore ou’ 
some of the islands in the vicinity of the 
place where the wreck occurred. They them- 
selves. drifted on the island of Oushu, after 
they had been twelve hours in the water. 
H.B.M.’s Consul bas communicated with the 
commander of the Foohound, with a view to 
the vessel proceeding to the Chasan group to 
search for the survivors. The Aberdoman, 
official number 27,751, Shatghai, was a three- 
masted schooner and the property of the 
Shanghai Shipowners’ Association. The 
Fozhownd leaves: to-morrow morning at 5 
o’clock to search for the remainder of the 
Aberdonian’s crew.—Auy. 3. 


The N.-O. Daily News of tho 23rd July has 
the following :—The gale that took place last 
Friday night, fortanately without inflicting 
any very serious damage bere or in the neigh- 
bourhood, appeared to have caused the loss 
of at least two vomels in the vicinity of the 
Chusan Archipelago and the islands to the 
S.W. of that group. We bear of the loss of 
the Aberdonian, Captain Ooig, about eleven 
o'clock on the night of Friday, not far from 
Pootoo, and of the American three-masted 
schooner Annis S. Hall, Captain Nelson, on 
the south end of the Taichow islands, about 
two o’clock: the next- morning. The Aber- 
dontian, it is said struck on a rock and 
wert to pieces in a very short time; the 
Annie S, Hall went down at her anobors 
not far from the beach. There were 25 
men on board the Aberdonian; six men 
saved themselves, of whom two are now 
at Ningpo, bat what has become of the other 
nineteen is not known. H.M.S Foxhound 
left this port yesterday to search for them. 
As far as we can learn, only one life was 
lost on the Annie 8. Hall, a man being killed 
when the deck-house was smashed in by the 
ses. Before the vessel sunk, the captain 
and others, numbering 13 in all, got ashore 
in a boat. They were taken off the Island 
on which they {uund themselves by the Chi- 
nese guuboat Chai An on the following day, 
and after going in to Wénchow, are now on 
their way to Shanghai in her. The C.M.S.N. 
Co.’s steamer Yungning, Captain Buchanan, 
was out in the galo, and reports that the 
wind blew from N.E. to S.E. by way of E., 
and seemed to rago with the greatest violence 
from about four in tho morning of Friday 
till eloven at night—Aug. 3, 


LOSS OF THE “ANNIE 8. HALL,” 


We have been favoured by Captain C. H. 
Nelgon,:of the late entina. Anate S. Hall, 
with the following report of her loss :— 

Friday, 15th July.—Left Newohwang for 
Hongkong with s cargo of beans and general 
merchandise ; crossed the Newchwang bar on 
the let July; and all went well till the 15th 
July, at. 9 a.m, when it commenced to be 
very equally, attended with a heavy sea from 
the'S.E., and plenty of rain; handed all the 
light sails and pat two reefs in the spanker. 
Bar. 29.45. 

Saturday, 15th Jaly.—This day commenced 
with increasing gale and a very ae, son,’ 
and barometer falling fast. 1 p.m., blowing 
a heavy gale from the 8.E. ; reefed and furled 
the upper topsail and foresail, and close- 
reefed the mainsail. At 5.30 p.m. blowing a 
complete typhoon, the wind hauling more to 
the southward, which caused the vessel to 
fall off into the trough of the sea. Shipped 
a very heavy sea which carried away the 
main‘and ‘foretopmast stay-sails, stove in the 
cabin doors, sad washed away the skylights 
on the -top of the house. Shipped another 
tremendous sea, which tore away the poop 
railidg, which the fore-brace leading blocks 
were fast to; washed the stern boat away out 
of the davits, and swept away the after hatch 
house containing the carpenter’s shop and 
storeroom, and completely filling the cabin, 
breaking down balkheads and sweeping every- 
thing before it; hove the ship nearly on her 
beam ends, and making a wreck of every- 
thing about the deck, disabling the pumps, 
and making the ship totally um le 
and at the mercy of the sea, which kept con- 
tinaally breaking over her, and sweeping 
everything before it; lower foretopsail blown 
away. At? p.m., made the land on our lee 
bow, the Island of Soudan bearing about W. 
by S., distant about ten to twelve miles; 
found by the lead that we were shosling the 
water fast ; and a rebe4 current setting the 
ship inshore, let go both anchors with all the 
statboard chain, and thirty fathoms on the 
port chain when it fouled on the windlass 
and we were unable to clear it, but the 
anchors held her and brought her head more 
to the sea. At 8.80 p.m., shipped another 
tremendous sea, which stove in the forward 
house, sweeping away erterbing. it contained, 
seamen’s effects, the galley stove, cooking 
utensils, killing and washing overboard the 
cook (Chinese), and badly bruising the 
steward; tearing away the starboard water 
tanks, and carrying away the tiller, the ship 
by'thié time laying over so that her hatches 
werd in the water ; the same sea also washed 
away bulkhads and completely gutted the ~ 
cabin sweeping away everything it contained, 
and allowing the water to run with full force 
down the hold. The ship being completely 
strewn with wreckage, pumps disabled, and 
all axes, saws, and carpenter’s tools being 
washed overboard, we could not cut away 
any of the wreck. Lay this way all night, 
and at daylight found the vessel ere | fast; 
got a boat out and left the ship at 8 a.m., 
getting into the boat with great difficulty off 
the end of the spankor-boom. Tho ship sunk 
ten minutes after we left hor. We pulled 
away for the land into the westward as near 
as we could, the wind still blowing very hard 
and a vory heavy sea running, and a strong 
current sctting to the northward, we were 
obliged to keep the boat before the sea and 
wind. At noon, landed on the Island of Fang- 
me, one of the Tai-chow group, where we 
were kindly treated by the natives, and pro- 
vided with dry clothing and food, they making 
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harbour were also lowered and the yards of 
the Lapwing were “ topped.” The coffin left 
the Lapwing at half-past five, the first of 
twenty minute-gans being fired at that time. 
On its arrival at the P. & O. jetty, the coffin 
was placed on the top of one of the brass 
howitzers of the S.V.A, of which Corps 
about a dozen members were present, under 
the command of Captain Dallas. The funeral 

rocession was then formed and marched 
along the Bund in the following order :— 
The firing party, consisting of thirty-two 
seamen from H.M.S. Lapwing with arms re- 
versed, in charge of the gunner, Mr. James 
Hall; then the coffin, followed by Lieut. 
Water L. a and Lieut. the Hon. W. 
Grimston, and Staff-Sargeon William D. 
Wadaworth as chief mourners. The H1- 
bearers on the left were Commander M. 
McQuhee, H.M.S. Foxhound, and Mr. W. E. 
E. Read, Assistant Paymaster; on the right, 
Mr. Alex. Beattie, Ohief Engineer, and Mr. 
John Kerr, Assistant Engineer. About twenty 
marines came next, followed by some forty 
sailors from H.M.S. Lapwing and Foshound, 
and behind them were twelve or fifteen petty 
officers. Fourteen of the Shanghai Light 
Horse, under the command of Lieut. Brodie A. 
Clarke marched next, being followed in turn 
by twenty or thirty members of the Shang- 
hai Volunteer Corps acoompanied by half- 
a-doszen of their officers. Commander Green, 
of the U.8.S. Palos, Lieutenant Entwisle, 
Lieut. Maclean, Paymaster Peterson, and one 
or two officers of H.M.S. Foxhound, brought 
up the rear of the pedestrian portion of the 
procession. A line of carriages followed 
containing Chief J ustice Mowat, the various 
Consule, Mr. W. Handyside Tapp, H.M.’s 
Registrar of Shipping, and Captain Petersen, 
of the late steamer Hochung, co. On arriv- 
ing at Defence Creek, & guard of honour, 
consisting of twenty-four men with rifles 
and fixed bayonets, under charge of Lieut. 
Egorieff, from the Russian gunboat Morge, 
fell in behind the Volunteers, and marched 
to the Cemetery. The service at the grave 
was impressively performed by the Rev. Ww. 
Groves, of Hongkong, and at ite conclusion 
the English and Russian firing parties each 
fired three volleys alternately over the grave. 
—Aug. 3. 


The Bonin Ielands had been selected as 
the rendezvous of the Alert from their prox- 
imity to the waters to be surveyed; and 
some five hundred tons of coal had been des- 
patched from Nagasaki for her use during © 
her stay in that locality. 

Having repaired and coaled, the gunboat . 
left Port Lloyd, which is the rincipal har-. - 
bour in the group, on the 3rd May, shaping — 
a course for an island set down on the charta : 
as Morfana Island, and which is said to have ~ 
been discovered by the captain of a Spanish ' 
mercbantman in the year 1583. Alt! ough 
the British Admiralty maps place the posi- . 
tion of this island, its existence appears to 
have been doubted for some time; and with 
the object of settling the point definitively the 
Alert crnised towards the spot where it was 
supposed to be, and examined it and the 
neighbourhood most thoroughly. Having 
ran though the spot represented on tho 
charts as an island, the steamer went 
about ten milea north when a deep. sea 
sounding was taken, resulting in bottom 
being found in 1,053 fathoms. Tbe vessel’s 
head was then turned east for a distance of 
twenty-five miles, then thirteen miles south, 
fifty miles west, thirteen north, and twenty- 
five east again back to the original start- 
ing point. When sonth of the supposed 
island another sounding was taken, bottom 
being found in 2,212 fathoms. Having care- 
fally examined a space of water sixty-five 
miles in longitude and thirty-eight miles 
in latitude, finding deep water in every 
direction, and seeing no island nor any 
appearance of shoal or reef, the commander 
of the Alert and his officers camo to the very 
reasonable conclusion that the island did not 
exiat, never had existed, and that the Admi- 
ralty charts, so far as it was concer 
require rectifying. In the words of an 
officer, to whom we are indebted for these 
details :—" Forfana was a myth, the product 
“of the Spanish captain’s brains after an 
“ anngually heavy dinner; or else he mis- 
“took San Alestandro—which is in nearly 
the same latitude, but one hundred and 
“ twenty miles farther weat—for the island 
“ he was pleased to christen Forfana.” 

The system of taking deep sea soundings 
is probably as little known among landsmen 
as the art of printing to an ordinary seaman. 
And though we do not purpose to lay before 
our readern an_ elaborately detailed des- 
cription of the machinery employed, 6 
few general remarks on one of the sound- 
ing taken by the Alert may not be without 
interest. 

The night was clear and calm, a bright 
moon shedding ite silvery rye upon 
placid enrface of the ocean. the vessel 
approached the spot where it had been previ- 
ously arranged soundings should be taken, 
the officer in charge of the deck rings “one 
bell” to slow the ship; and soon afterwards 
“two bella” to stop her. All but those 


ns as comfortable as their means would allow. 

Sunday, July 17th.—At 6 p.m., saw & 
steamer to the N.W. of tho Island, and pulled 
off for her; she ed to be the Chinese gan- 
boat Chi-An, No. 11, Captain Lew Buah, 
with a Chinese Admiral on board, who kindly 
took us on board .and brought vs to Wén- 
chow, where they were bound, and arrived 
there at 1 p.m. July 18th. Stayed there two 
days leaving on the afternoon of the 20th 
instant. On the 2ist arrived at the Chnsan 
Jslands, from which place we left on the 
29nd for Ningpo, and arrived there the same 
day at 11.30 a.m.—Aug. 4 


— 


MELANOHOLY DEATH OF COMMAN- 
DER SOOTT, B.N. 


— 


The N. 0. Daily News of the 22nd Jaly 
gives the following partionlars of the above 
sad event :—Commender Scott arrived at 
this port on the 12th of Jane last in H.M.S. 
Lapwing, of which vessel he was in command 
on the 17th April last, when collision 0o- 
curred between her and the C.M.8.N. Co.’s 
steamer Hochung, Captain Petersen, whereby 
the latter vessel was sunk. She was then on 
a voyage from Shanghai to Hongkong, and 
the Hochung was coming to this port from 
Swatow. A suit was brought in H.M.’s 
Supreme Court for China and Japan against 
Captain Scott, by the owners of the Hochung, 
for compensation for her loss, and he in 
tarn entered a orose suit against them 
to recover the sums that had been apent 
in repairing the damages the Lapwing sus- 
tained on the night in question. It been 
arranged that the suite should be heard at 
one and the same time, and they came on 
for hearing on Wednesday, the 13th inst., 
and the entire time of the Court since then 
has been oocupied with them. Captain Scott 
was the last witness called by his Counsel, 
and he occupied the witness box part of 
‘Wednesday morning and all of the afternoon. 
Mr. Drammond been engaged in cross- 
examining him for some time, und yeeter- 
day morning the cross-examination was to 


appear before His rdehip again sitting in 
his judicial capacity. A little before nine 
o'clock the doctor of H. M. 8. Lapwing was 
besos 4 about the deck of the ship with 
Lieut. Bignold when he heard what sounded 
like a shot. His attention was sufficiently 
attracted by the sound to cause him to ex- 
claim; ‘Good gracious Bignold, what's ; : 

that?” ‘Very shortly after the captain’s ser- | tions of the waters in the neighbourhood of 
vant rushed upon deck sayin: that his master | the Bonin islands and the Mariana or Ladrone 
had shot himself. The announcement | group, in which she had been so signally suc- 
proved to be only too true. The doctor | cessful last summer. The undertaking had its 
hastened below, and found the unfor- | difficulties. Tho vessel itaelf is small and 
tunate Commander lying on the floor of | not considered by the officers as especially 
his sleeping cabin, ae through the head. adapted for the expedition upon which it had 
He died shortly before ten o’clock, never re- leased the authorities at Washington to send 
covering consciousness. Mr. RB. A. Mowat, | her, being {Il ventilated and affording but very 
Acting Chief Justice of H. Ms Supreme | indifferent accommodation. Hard work and 
Court, in his position as Coroner, without | anxiety also necessarily fall upon the officers 
delay, opened an inquest on the body, and | and men of a small vessel engaged in survey- 
it was arranged that the deceased officer | ing a part of the ocean but comparatively 
should be buried with the honours becoming | little known, and that little, apparently, hd 
his atation in the afternoon at half-past five, | inaccarately marked on the British - 
At four o’clock the bunting which had de- | miralty charts. , 
corated the ship in honour of the birthday of | The day after leaving Yokohama the little 
HIM. the Emperor of China was taken off, | gunboat ‘encountered a terrific gale which 
and this operation west formed on board | tested her sea-going qualities considerably, the 
EMS. H.LB.M.S. Morge, the U. | wind carrying away her bowsprit and jib- 
S.8. Palos and the Revenue cruiser Kwah- | boom, and doing other damage ; and the 
zing, the national ensigns all being lowered repairing of the vessel occupied some time 
to half-mast at the same time. ‘The Consular |on her arrival at the Bonin Islands, which 
flags and those on all the merchant vessels in ! was on the 19th of April. 


— 


THE U.8.9.“ALEBT’8” BXPLORA TIONS. 


— 


On the 16th of April last the U. S. gunboat 
Alert steamed out of the harbour of Yokohama 
for the purpose of continuing those explora- 


over the side. The sounding apparatus 

ia that invented by Sir Wm. Thompson, 
with an improvement in paying out the wire 
by one of the officers on board. The wire is 
aiso ran back on the reel by an attachment 
to the donkey engine for hoisting ashes, 
which is suothor addition suggested by one 
of the officers, and which effects a great 
saving of time and labour. As soon as 
the ship is still a fifty-five pound shot, 
which detaches from the line on reaching 
the bottom, is carefally lowered into the 
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water until the stray line is all paid out 
and the strain is brought on the wire—small 
pianoforte wire is used. The officer now 
calls out “time,” and the break being taken 
off, the wheel on which the wire is wound com- 
mences to revolve, and the shot goes on its 
eg Oo the bottom—a more peacefal mis- 
sion than fifty-five pound shots are usually 
sent on—there to remain until the sea dries 
up and is no more. The quarter-master 
tending the wire calls out “splice;” the 
officer calls ‘‘ one hundred "’ as each hundred 
fathom is reeled off, and the monotonous 
“clank, clank" of the rapidly revolving 
wheel are the only sounds. All around the 
instrument have their particular duties to 
attend to, and each is bent on doing his share 
thoroughly. “Six handred” then “seven 
hundred ” is called, aud yet the wheel clanks 
on. Eventually “ bottom, Sir,” is reported, 
and ina couple of minutes the belt is in its 
place, the donkey engine commences work, 
and the specimen cup to which the “ee 
was attached, begins its return journey. The 
wire is reeled back at the rate of one hundred 
and fifty fathoms per minute, and soon the 
messenger comes along with a note on which 
are the words—" Cast No. 5. Depth 2212 
“fathoms. Bottom brown ooze, grey sand, 
“ black specks.” One bell is rang, then four 
bells and the work is over. Time, 1h. 20m. 
As soon as the work is completed the wheel 
and wire are placed in a large tank of oil and 
potash, having first been carefully washed 
with h water. The specimen from the 
bottom is put into a bottle, labelled with the 
date and number of cast, and placed in a box, 
there to remain until it can be examined at 
Washington. 


To-ranniag the line round unknown islands 
and sheals,. greatest care aud vigilance is 
required, consequently sights are taken both 
day and night. 
aloft during the day, and several men on 
rail at night, to look for suspicious rocks or 
patehes ef anything on the surface of the 
water. Great care has to be exercised in 
working up currents. Then the chronometer 
ratings have to be both namerons and per- 
ee ecg Se ‘ore, that there is 

lor every one to do. 

Having completed sarveying tho waters in 
the lecality set down on the charta as For- 
fano Island, and ascertained beyond a doubt 


Two “ look-outa” are kept: 


Brown lines, caused by the rush of water 
from the top. The only things of life on 
the island were birds; though round its 
Wase 8 namber of formidable looking 
sharks were sporting in the water. The 
teue bearings of the island were ascertain- 
ed to be latitude 24° 14’ N. and longitude 
141° 28’ E. Its height is 3,086 feet, and 
circumference about six miles. On the 6th 
May twelve soundings were taken at distances 
ranging from half to three-quarters of a mile 
feom the shore, the depth of water varying 
from twenty-three to one hundred and 
eighteen fathoms. Twice the gunboat was 
within three hundred yards of the shore in. 
deep water. 


The Alért remained surveying about San 
Anugustino until four o’clock in the afternoon 
when she started to look for a reef supposed 
to be in lat. 22° 50’ N. When in the vicinity’ 
of the supposed reef, a deep sea sounding 
was taken, bottom being found at a depth of 
2,227 fathoms, and thus one more danger to 
navigation may be confidently scratched out 
of the charts. The Alert traversed a distance 
of two hundred and. eighty miles looking for 
the reef. Her lines were five miles apart 
and sixty miles long. Deep sea soundings 
were taken on the even number lines three 
Sopa ne twice wo the odd. This is the way 
search is made for every reported danger, 
the ran being kept up day and night ati 
the little steamer’s stook of coal gete short 
and then she returns to her coaling station 
at Port Lloyd. 

The first reef looked for being undisoov- 
erable, search was made for another said 
to exist some miles farther south. The 
search proved the non-existence of the reef. 
Heading wost, the Alert ran for the island of 
Euphrosyne, s to be in lat. 21° 41' N., 
long. 140° 41’ KE. and reported. to have been 
seen by two or three whalers. The search 


e | resntted in the'discovery of nothing. A soand- 


ing within a couple of miles of its reputed 
position showed a depth of water of 2,548 
fathomsi Completing a rectangular course 
arownd the spot indicated on the charts, a 
staré wns made: for Port Lloyd as coal was 
getting short. 

On the 14th May, at about 1.30 p.m., dis- 
coloured water and breakers were reported 
from aloft as bearing on the starboard bow 
and beam. Tmmedintely all was excitement. 


that the Spanish captain of 1583 had made a| Could it be the reef they were searching for ? 


mistake, the Alert was steered towards San 
Aragustino, « volcano known to exist, al- 
though improperly set down on the Admiralty 
charts: 


About three hours sfter leaving the spot 
indicated: as Forfano, San Alessandro was 
sighted, bearing, west about sixty miles, and 
so im a measure confirming the opinion 
strongly entertained on the Alert that the 
tavo were oue and the same island. A mis- 
take: of. six minutes in the Spaniard’s time 
would. ‘Alessandro in the position given 
to FB . 

At early dawn on the morning after leav- 
ing t&e neighbourhood of the so-called 
Forfane Island, the “lookout” reported that 
land was in sight, nearly ahead, and as the 
light became more clear San Augustino 
was observed towering in the air; and by 
eight: a.m. the vessel was neatly alongside. 
The scenic effect was grand. ‘The island is 
almostan anubroken cone from the top of the 


cliff, which rise perpendicalarly from the | 


edge of the water to s height of from fifty 
to five hundred feet. The tops of the cliffs 
were lined with trees and bushes, resembling 
in appearance a belt of green velvet round 
the mountain, broken here and there with 


| 


Glasses were immediately brought into re- 
aaeition, and a careful scrutiny showed that 
the object was not a reef, but a mass 
of a yellowish brown substance, floating on 
the top of the water. No breakers were 
visible. However to make sure, the vessel 
was headed into it and a sounding of 
one handred fathoms taken with no bot- 
tom. Some of the yellowish substance was 
dipped up and bottled. The next day it 
was discovered that the water in the bottles 
had turned to a beautifal parple colour, and 
the substance had commenced to decay, emit- 
ting anything but a pleasant odour. 
ao ended that excitement. 

On Sanday morning San Anugustino and 
Sulphur Islands were sighted and passed, 
and the steamer made for San Alessandro. 

Our readers will recollect that during the 
cruise of the Alert last summer a submarine 
volcano was discovered about three milcs 
N.W. of San Alessandro, throwing up large 
masses of black mad, ashes and water at 
irregolar intervals. A boat was lowered 
and soundings taken within a hundred yards 
of the volcano, showing a depth of only five 
fathoms. As no mention was made on the 
charta of a submarine volcano being in that 


And | pe 


locality, Commander Huntington came to 
the conclasion that it was quite of recent 
origin. 

To ascertain how his discovery of last 
summer was progressing, Commander Han- 
tington ordered the Alert's head to be directed 
towards the spot. On approaching it the 
water was seen to be perfectly tranquil and 
no traces of the volcano could be seen. A 
boat being lowered with ee ee 
rowed over the spot and discov a large 
tract of discoloured water in the form of the 
edge of a horse-shoe. In colour the water was 
a dark green in one place, a mediant green 
in another, and a very light green in a third. 
Sonadings. were. taken in the planes where 
the water varied in colour, but no bottom 
was foand at a depth of twenty-two fathoms. 
The temperature of the water was 76°f., one 
degree cooler than the surrounding water; 
and when tasted no sulpharous pets greed 
could be detected. A lange namber of huge 
sharks were in the vicinity. One, more bold 
than the rest, followed the boat and rather 
astonished one of the rowers by taking a 
slice off the end of bis oar. 

At half-paat five im the evening a final 
steet was made for Port Lioyd, which was 
reached on the 16th May, after an absence 
of thirteen days; thirteen days of aaxious 
watehfulness ; thirteen nights ef paiafal: 
expeotancy, driving along at fair speed in 
searoh of dangers unknown bat suspected to 
exist; resulting in the disco thet the 
islands marked on the map as Borfano and 
Euphrosyne do not exist; that there are no 
reefs within the square beanded by 22° aad. 
23° north latitude and 140° and 143° east 
longitude; the determination of the exact posi- 
tion of San Amgustine: also, in discovering 
that where a submarine volcano existed last 
summer, with only five feet of water above 
it a hundred yards from the centre, there 
now remains: only an extensive tract of dis- 
coloured water with no bottom at twoenty- 
two. fathoms: In doing this the Alert 
travetled 1,522 mantical miles. The thermo- 
meter wns very even, the average temperatare 
being 79° 8! Fah. 

On the 23rd of May the Alert again leit 
Port Lloyd for the purpose of determining 
the position of Farallone de’ Pajarda, an 
active volcano, the moat northerly of the 
Ladrone group, and of this part of the 
ganboat’s crease we shall, with the kind 
assistance ef her officers, have something to 
say in a future isene, 


rd 


GRATITUDE TO CHINESE. 


Io writing yesterday (26th July) of the 
loss of the American barquentine Annie S. 
Hall, we mentioned that her master, Captain 
Nelson, and‘ his crew were hospitabhy cared 
for by a Mandarin on the Fang-me Island, 
one of the Taichow Group, and. that sub- 
sequently Captain Nelson and his: men ex- 
rienced great kindness at the bands: of 
Admiral Shéng Kee-koag and Captain Lew 
Buah while on board the Chinese gauboat 
Che An. We are now able to publise the 
letters of thanks, given by Captain Nelsen to 
these Chinese officials :— 


FROM CAPTAIN NELSON AND HI8 CREW TO THE 
MANDARIN ON PONG-ME ISLAND. 
Fongume, 

Taichow Islands. 
This will certify that the captain, officers 
and crew of the American barquentine Annie 
S. Hall, with the exception of Nei Hi-yat, 
the cook’s boy, who was'killed by a sea and 
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waabed overboard with the gear of the galley, 
wieh to express their gratitude to those who 
were kind to them in their misfortane. The 
ship foundered in a typhoon at 8 a.m. on the 
16th ult., myself and crew barely escaping 
with our lives in our boat about ten minates 
before the.ship sunk, and arrived and landed 
ov this island (Fung-me) about noon on the 
16th ult. We were very kindly received by 
a bheadman, Ho Sung-kes, who guided and 
essisted us round to another settlement, 
where we were furnished with food and dry 
clothing by the kindness of the officers of the 
island, and 1, my officers and crew, reture 
them our sincere thanks. Here follow the 
the same signatures as those attached to the 
letter below. 


Sanday, 17th July, 1881. 


Correspondence. 


CONVICT versus FREE LABOUR. 


To the editor of the Japan Gazette. 


Siz :—Permit me to advert to your remarks 
in your issue of the 30th ultimo relative to the 
employment of convict labour in the discharge 
of vessele’ cargoes, street watering, and so on, 
deprecating its use in competition with free 
labour which you state to be both plentiful 
and cheap. g 

Were the facts really so, there would be 
nothing to say except in support of your pro- 
test; but ask anyone practically acquainted 
with the labour supply of this busy sea port, 
whose necessities render him dependent on 
that supply for the dispatch of such vessels as 
trade here; ask any of the mail companies, 
the priscipal employers of such labour, or 
those who contract for the work of private 
steamers and ssiling vessels, and the reply 
must be “ that for laziness, idle independence, 
and systematic thievishness the Japanese ship- 
coolie beats everything.” 

To convince youreelf of the existence of the 
two former features in his character select any 
morning you will and visit the English hatoba 
at about 6 o'clock, and you will find that the 
principal hirers of coolie labour employ a 
number of “petty officers” called boatswaing, 
who, acting on the press-gang system, waylay 
the coolies as they straggle listlessly down to 
the hatoba in twos and threes and perhaps 
cajole them with a mouthful of bean soup 
purchased at one of the numerous peripatetic 
cookehops around, but either by force or ,gujle 
plant them in the sampan that is intended to 
convey them afloat ; the sampan wants but one 
perhaps to make up the complement, the dig- 
tracted “bo’sun” hunts round after one re- 
fractory and captures him only to find that 
presto !—his sampan is empty and all his work 
of cajolery has to be gone through again: 
and so on goes the farce till the coolies who 
are altogether masters of the situation have had 
their fun out ; and it is perhaps half-past seven or 
eight o'clock when they consent to be captured 
and shipped off in triumph to the vessel, where 
their one end and aim is to “ putin” the day 
and steal all that comes handy, necessitatin, 
quite an expensive outlay on the part of their 


FROM CAPTAIN NELSON AND HIS CREW TO ADMIRAL 
SHENG-KEE-KONG AND CAPTAIN LEW BUAH. 


This is to certify that I, the undersigned 
Chas. H. Nelson, and officers and crew of the 
American barquentine Annie 8. Hall, which 
foundered on the L6th of July, at 8.10 am. 
daring a typhoon, about seven miles E. by N. 
of the Island of Soudan, landed on the Island 
of Fung-me, and from there sighted and were 
‘taken on-board H.I.C.M.’s gunbeat Che Ax, 
Captain Lew Mong-kin, better knewn as 
Captain Lew Buah of Amoy, whom we saw 
passing the above-named islands. We board- 
ed him with our boat and were kindly treated 
by him end his officers for which we ave 
deeply grateful. As the war-steamer was 
bound to Wan-chu-foo with H.E. Admiral 
Shéng-kee-kong on board, we were taken 
there, and thence to Ningpo, where we could 
be forwarded by the American Consul of the 
port to Shanghai. The barquentine Annie 
S. Hall was a vessel of 455 tons register, 
hailing from Boston, Mass., U.S.A., and 
sailed on the lat of July from Newchwang 
with a cargo of beans for Hongkong. 

The names and nationalities of the -eaptain 
and crew are as follow :-— 


Cuas. H. Newson, Master, American. 

Cuas. J. THompson, First Officer, American. 

G. Netisgx, Second Officer, Swede. 

ae Mapersen, Carpenter, Russian 
nn. 

Hoeu M. C. Roserts, A.B., British. 


Cuas. Mite A.B., Swede. 8 the 
FRriepricu Meiike AB. German. employers in. the shape of foreign supervision 
Martin Moxxetsex, A.B., Norwegian. | compel work and prevent theft. 

Gro. Pionexi, A.B., German. Now were labour both plentiful and cheap 
Frepenicx Lawsey, A.B., Dane. this would soon be altered; the man who did 
Au Soo, Cook, Chinese. not choose to work could stand back and his 


fellow, more industrious or necessitqus as the 
case msy be, would be engaged and the whole 
operation of hiring occupy no longer than it 
takes to speak of it. 

Relieve me, it is the scarcity and com- 
p»rative uselessness of the ordinary ship-coolie 
that have led to the temporary employment of 
convict labour in connection with ships, and in 
my opinion a more extensive adoption of such 
labour, & master’s union in fact against theft 
and laziness, for a time shutting out the re- 
gular hatoba loafer and affording (under police 
supervision) a happy immunity from petty and 
vexatious thefts, would very specdily reduce 
the rascals to reason and secure a quid pro quo 
for the daily wages. 

A word as to the cheapness of this labour. 
Would not you Mr. Editor consider a man very 
well paid indeed whose daily earnings were four 
times greater than his daily expendituro ? Yet 
asa fact that is about tho proportion that a 
coolie’s wages bear to his outlay, Presuming 
my expenses to be at the moderate computa- 


—N.-0. Daily News. 


Tas American schooner Otome has put into 
Hakodate with a catch of upwards of two 
thousand two hundred fur seals, and sea otter 
pelts. This vessel during her cruise fell in 
with but one other sea otter hunting craft the 
Helena on the Ist June, off the island of 
Shisshkotan : that vessel reported the catch of 
the other schooners to end of May as fol- 
lowers :— {/elena, 14 otters; Alexander, 5; 
Diana, 3; M. C. Bohm, 1; Otsego, Ohede, and 
Adele, nothing. At this time the Otome had 
12. The weather had been unfavourable for 
hunting, and otters were very scarce and wild, 
On the voysge down the Otome experienced 
fine weather with light W. and 8S. W. breezes 
from the Bhering Sea to arrival in port. In 
the north the season has been tolerably clear, 
but much fog is reported on the coast of Yezo 
and neighbouring Kurile Islands, 


tion of seventy-five dollars monthly, and that 
I were paid @ la coolie, I would now be re- 
joicing in the very comfortable income of $300 
a month. 

As an instance of the pettiness of the thefts 


perpetrated, it was said in Kobe the other day 


“that coolies had been caught stealing sand 
ballast from a ship”; whether that is tsue or 
not I don’t know, but I do know that a 
systematic course of plunder is carried on when 
the vigilance of those in charge can be eluded 
and only that escapes which is either “ too hot 
or too heavy ” to be easily handled. 

Apologising for trespassing at such length 
on your space, 

T enclose my card and am, 
Sir, yours obediently, 
MARINUS. 
Yokohama, August 3. 


ILLICIT COMMISSIONS. 


To the editor of the Japan Gazette. 


Dear Sir :—In the London & Ohina Express 
of 17th June appears an article on “ illicit com- 
missions” in which reference is made to a suit 
brought some years ago by the Java Haan and 
Fire Insurance Co. ageinet me to recover 
what was alleged to be an over charge io the 
commission on s sale of » dumaged cargo. 
The article states :—'‘ The plaintiffs, the In- 
“ surance Company, gained the day.” 

I must trespass on your kiadacss to give 
this a most emphatic contradiction. As the 
records of the court here will show the case 
was given in my favour in every respect; and 
the remarks made by the Law Secretary were the 
result of evidence of witnesses called by tho 
plaintiff’s counsel to the effect that return 
commissions were demanded in many inetances 
on sales of damaged goods. F : 

Where the L. & O. Kepress obtained its 
information that “the plaintiffs gained the 
day” is a mystery and I think that had the 
editor of that journal taken ordinary precau- 
tions to inquire into the case (the eounsel 
for the plaintiff company being now . resident 
and practising in London) he would #ot -have 
been betrayed into making sueh an egregious 
mis-statement. 


Tam, Dear Sir, 
Yours truly, 
F. A. COPE. 
Yokohama, 4th Aygust, 1881. 


A FEW WOEDS OF WARNING TO SILK 
DEALERS. 


To the editor of the Japan Gaxette. 


Sm :—In these days, when our Japanese 
frionds affect to be puzzled how to protect their 
simple innocence against the ‘‘ oppression ” 
and “deceit” of the wily foreigner, it may be 
well to look back ten years or 60 to see how 
matters stood at that time in regard to silk, 
and I therefore offer you for republication (the 
whole perhaps unnecessary) the report of the 
Chamber of Commerce committee of April 18th, 
1871, calling attention particularly to articles 
H, I, et seq., regarding certain practices of our 
native friends, which still constitute one of the 
difficulties in dealing with silk. 

I hawe not heard that the Japanese buyers 
of imported cotton and woollen goods have 
made any such complaints of foreigners. 

Possibly the new silk guild, though it seeme 
to be founded rather on the idea of counteract- 
ing foreigners’ frauds, than on that of introduc- 
ing greater honesty into native proceedings, 
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may, in 1881, accomplish some of the reforms 
which the silk committee thought so important 
in 1871. Let us hope so! 

: Yours truly, 


Yokohama, August 5, 1881. 


REPOBT OF THE COMMITTEE APPOINTED AT THE MEET- 
ING OF THOSE INTERESTED IN THE SILK TRADE. 


Held at the Chamber of Commerce 
on the 14th April, 1871. 

At the time we speak of, (ten or twelve years 
ago) fine silk was very scarce in Europe, owing to 
the disease with which the silkworms were attack- 
ed. The mence was that Japan silk which 
would fill up the deficiency in the European crops, 
was readily bought here and much appreciated in 
Enrope for its good intrinsic qualities. 

The produce of almost all the other provinces, 
such as Musashi, Oshio, Koshio, Yetchizen, Ma- 
chida, Mino, Tasima and others, was more or less 
full-sized, ee bleese i with eight to ten or any 
greater number of cocoons. So long as this full- 
sized silk was clean, the foreign manufacturers 
were quite content to use it, and the Yokohama 
houses also bought it readily. 

‘After some time the Japanese dealers seeing that 
fine silk fetched at Yokohama a much higher 
price in proportion than the coarse kinds, began 

to reel their silk generally fine, whereby 
their profits were no doubt much enhanced. But 
in doing so, and in their ignorance of the purposes 
for which fine descriptions were wanted in Europe, 
they lost sight of the various qualities ‘of cocoons 
they had to work. They thought, no doubt, that 
provided they could produce a fine thread with 
three-four, four-five or five-six cocoons, it was all 
that the European consumers required, and the 
finer the better, both for ther ves and for the 

buyers. 


That was a grievous mistake. Cocoons which 
were good enough 
fifteen cocoons, were not well adapted for a thread 
of three-four or four-five cocoons; they lacked the 
tenacity, the adhesiveness and the ess that 
are 


for fine silk, and which we had 
igi found in the produce of Joshiu, Sinshiu 
and Oshio. 


One of the causes of the growing deterioration 
of Japan ilk has been the trade in silkworme’ 
eggs, which has been going on for the last five or 
six years. Large quantities of annual seeds of the 
best quality having been year after year sold for 
export, have proportionately reduced the quantity 

: of silk which otherwise would have been reeled off 
annual cocoons. In order to make up for the 
deficiency, recourse was had to the bivoltini co- 
coong, which previously were m used to make 
floss silk, (mawatta) and which, being of an in- 
ferior nature, produce only a soft, weak and spongy 
kind of thread, without adhesiveness, strength, or 
elasticity, in a word, unfit for the purposes to which 
fine silk is applied in Europe. 

It is astonishing that the Japanese traders did 
not seem to be aware of the danger they were 
running into by selling year after year so large a 
quantity of nee best annual seeds for shipment 
to Europe. e Japan silkworms’ eggs materially 
assisted France, Thly, and other countries in 
proms 1g an indastry which otherwise would 

ve gone to ruin, but to the detriment of the 

produce of this Empire. True it is that the for- 
eign seed buyers paid dearly for what they bor ‘ht, 
but they succeeded in regenerating their br of 
silkworms, and are now enabled to produce again 
fine silk which drives its Japanese competitor out 
of the Ei market. 

It is therefore undeniable that whilst the Japa- 
nese seed dealers rendered to the foreign silk 
growers @ great service, they at the same time did 
to themselves all the harm they could. 


The European consumers complain not only of 
Japan hank silk being too fine and wasty, but also 
of its being now foul. knibhy and cased. not only 
with a coarse and discolored threiml but often also 
with doppione (tama ito), all of which faults were 
much less frequent and glaring some ten or twelve 
years ago, than latterly. The process of cleaning 
up silk to make it fit for the purposes of the Euro- 

manufacturers, entails not only expense and 
loss of time, but also waste and therefore a loss 
of money upon the consumer. Japan silk having 
considerably deteriorated from what it was some 
years ago, the men whose business it is in Europe 
to prepare the raw material for the dyers and 
weavers, decline now to work any silk which is in 
the least degree too fine, uneven, foul and cased. 


for a thread of ten, twelve or | grea! 


In consequence, s considerable quantity of the silk 
which was bought here within the last two or 
three years has become unsaleable, to the great 
detriment of the foreign houses of Yokohama; 
this also explains why the manufacturers, dis- 
gusted at finding these faults, gradually abandon 
the use of Japan silk, and turn in preference to 
eit cone or China aN ce: isis 
in, another subject of heavy complaint is, 
that all sorts of silk, the Beoduee of different pro- 
vinces or localties, as also of various qualities of 
cocoons, are pat under the same shape of hanks, 
by which the produce of the two provinces of 
Joshiu and Sinehiu only were originally known, 
and are sold for inetance as Joshiu silk. ‘The re- 
sult is that the buyers at Yokohama are often in 
preat doubt as to what kind of silk they are real- 
ly purchasing. It happens sometimes the In- 
spector who buys hank silk at Yokohama knows, 
or is made acquainted with, the the silk real- 
ly comes from. But silk shipped from this market 
to E does not always go direct into consump- 
tion. It may change hands more than once before 
it is bought by a manufactorer ; the latter, re- 
maining in ignorance of the place of production, 
may take it to come from Joshiu or Sinshiu, from 
the way in which it is made up, and is very often 
deceived, not only as to the quality, but aleo as to 
the result in the dye-pot and the loom. Hence 
the general discredit into which bank silk has 
fallen, and which would have been partly avoided 
if the native reelers had borne in mind that the 
nature of cocoons from one province or one locality 
differs from that of another ; and according to the 
nature and quality of silk, so does the result vary 
in the manufacturer's loom. 2 
It would be considerably to the benefit of both 
the buyer and the seller if each province of Japan 
were to adopt a special distinguished mode of 
making «up its prodave, so that silk from a certain 
id not be confused with that of another. 


Any 

it much to his advan lop’ 

whereby his produce may be identified, provided 

he strives to keep up at all times the quality 

of his silk. But should he come to sell an inferior 
or mixed produce under that ‘ chop,” or should 
the quality of the silk in any way deteriorate, he 
ig sure, sooner or later, to lose his reputation and 
his money. 

The above recommendations concern mostly the 
reelers; the following are more especially for the 
silk dealers .— 

H.—To sort their silk in the country infinite: 
better than has been done hitherto. Sill 
offered for sale here is always more or less 
badly mixed; and every one in our trade 


knows what loss of time in inspecting is’ 


caused by this dishonest practice, both to the 
native dealer and the foreign buyer. 


T.—I'o adopt, in the future, a mark or chop by 
which the produce of each dealer or of each 
locality may be recognized and identified. 
Silk having been carefully sorted in the coun- 
try by the dealers, previous to its bein; 
brought down here, every bundle of it shoul 
have a chop attached to it, written in Japanese 
and English characters, stating the name of 
the producer or the dealer, and also province, 
town or locality it comes from. The qualities 
No. 1, 2, 3, and 4 should be separated from 
each other, and have distinctive chops attach> 
ed to them, 


pasate F es ang eo pater outeide 
tis, putting quality si 
and inferior inside, to be altogether and for 

ever discontinued ; consequently the whole of 

the silk offered under @ certain mark or 

“chop” to be of the same nature, quality or 

size ughout. 
K.—The way in which silk is made a is unim- 
portant, and may be varied in the pro- 
vinces, provided the following recommenda- 
tions be strictly. attended to: 

1st.—Silk should be made up in such rey 
as to allow the interior to be freely examined. 
The practice of tying up ailk in ti ht bundles 
as it used to be formerly in Ida Sinsbiu, and 
as it is to this day in Mino, is very much to be 
reproved. The buyer cannot inspect the silk 
thoroughly without cutting up the ties ; and 
whilst anxious not to spoil the ap) ce of 
it, he falls into the danger of overlooking the 
inferior ion with which the seller is tempt- 
ed to stuff the silk offered for sale. 
The best way to make up silk is that which 


enables the buyer to inspect it thoroughly, with- 
outin the least injuring its appearance. Against 
making up in hanks, or in loose bu asin 


Joshiu, Sinshiu, Oshiu, Yetchizen, an else- 
where, no objection can be raised. The way 
in which Tasims silk is made up, would be 
the best of all, as it is the nearest approyima- 
tion to the Italian and French fashions; but 
in that case, no paper ties of any kind ought 
to be put inside the skeins; one “ chop” alone 
to each bundle would be sufficient. 


2nd.—The tare or strings ought to be uni- 
form in weight, size, and nature, throughout 
Japan; hitherto they have been @ universal 
source of complaint and dissatisfaction. They 
are not only dissimilar in aize, woight, 
and nature, from province to province, town 
to town, and locality to locality, but they even 
vary from bale to bale, and bundle to bundle ; 
so that it may be truly said that they were 
merely introduced by the native traders with 
a view to deceive and defraud the buyers. It 
is perfectly well known that, with the excep- 
tion of strings, the papets with which hank 
silks are tied up, are of no use whatever; they 
ht therefore to be completely dispensed 
with, and the strings reduced to a uniform 
size, say that of the strings (mottoi) with 
which the queues of the natives are bound up. 
That being univertally known and y 
all disputes and complaints would cease in the 
futare. Rane 
Repeated attempts have been made by tho 
Chamber of Commerce of Yokohama, as well as 
by private firms, to alter and ameliorate the pro- 
duction of silk in Japan; but if we except the 
introduction in the country of an insl icant 
piece of reeling machinery, no progress been 
made hitherto, and our exhortations have been 
fruitless. On the contrary, the reelin has been 
more and more careless, and the quality of the 
ailk produced has yearly become worse and worse. 
The silk buyers of Yokohama, in pablic meeting 
assembled, have resolved on making one more 
effort to draw the serious attention of the native 
reelera and traders to the absolute necessity of 
mendiog their ways. They warn them that anless 
the above recommendations are earnestly carried 
into effect, the markets of Europe will soon be 
shut against them ; leas and less Japan silk will be 
shipped to foreign parts, and that trade which 
ought to be @ source of profit and wealth to the 
Japanese as well as to the foreigners, will gradual- 
ly come to ruin and extinction. 


J. M. Jaquemor, 5 
F. Scuripr, 

F. W. A. WHITE, 
C. BartHe, 
Josxua Ls Mare, 


Committee. 


— 


—_—K—sS——— 


Mr. J.J. van vex Por, Minister Resident in 
Japan for his Majesty the King of the Nether- 
lands, was reccived in audience by his Majesty 
the Mikado on Tuesday last, when the newly- 
appointed minister presented his letters of ere- 
dence. 

Subsequently, Mr. van der Pot had the honour 
to present to the Mikado the Chevalier Rans- 
selaar de Bovier, captain of H. N, M. 8. Konin- 


gin Emma der Nederlanden. 
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which is increased by the eagerness with which 
the Chinese themselves have applied for invest- 
ment in a state loan at a rate so much below 
the current value of money in commercial 
native circles in China. 


a guild to control all sales of silk to foreign 
merchants and otherwise interfere with the 
most profitable trade ever conducted by the 
people of this country. It also says that cer- 
tain foreign merchants consider this action 
antagonistic to their interests and improper, 
and that they have memorialised the foreigu 
ministers to interfere with a view to the sup- 
pression of the association. That journal re- 
gards the action of foreigners as extremely 
foolish, and prefers to consider the report 
groundless, because the combination being a 
private undertaking the government cannot 
interfere with it. ‘ 

We know little about the proceedings of for- 
eign merchants in this matter, except that 
whatever their action is it has been pronounced 
premature by a leading authority on mercantile 
affairs, the Japan Mail; but we may offer a fow 
opinions of our own upon the manner in which 
acertain section of Japanese carry on their 
business. The Japanese people who come into 
contact with foreigners are chiefly middlemen 
or brokers (saitori) who dispose of the products 
of the people at a large profit to themselves, 
and purchase the imported goods consumers 
Tequire also at an immense profit to them- 
selves. The majority of these people are trick- 


Occasional Hotes. 


‘WE were informed yesterday that a quan- 
tity of about twenty tons of ganpowder had 
been laden on board the M. B.S. 8. Waka- 
noura Maru ;and that vessel, with this danger- 
ous cargo, was permitted to lie in the harbour 
close under the stern of the 0. &0.S.S. 
Belgic. The Wakanoura Maru left last night 
for Kobe. ae 

This seemed a matter of so much import- 
auce that an application to ascertain the truth 
of the report was made at 10 a.m. yesterday, 
in the following terms :— 


“Japan Gazette” July 25th, 1881. 
To the Agent 


Mirev Brsar Sreamsnrp Company. 


Dear Sre:—We have been requested to give 
publicity to a complaint to the effect that a quan- 
tity of about twenty tons of gunpowder has been 
put oa board the Wakanoura Maru, one of the com- 
pany’s vessels ; and that that vessel is lying among 
the shipping, close astern of the 0. & 0.8. Belgic. 

As thas is a matter of considerable public im-. 

ce, we shall be much obliged if you will 
favour us with authority to deny the truth of the 
report, or with such explanation of the circum- 


Tax perpetrators of the murder at the tea- 
house known as Ishiwara, opposite the Cliff 
dairy, are said to have been captured by the 
police yesterday. If this is the case, greater 
energy and acumen have been displayed by 
these officials than is usually the case. 

The three men accused of the murder are 
said to have confessed their guilt. 


In this morning’s Japan Mail appears a 
Paragraph purporting to be taken from the 
Nichi Nichi Shinbun, which we reproduce in a 
condensed form. Some time ago a teacher 
was wanted in some branch of literature, and it 
was decided to engage a foreigner. The leading 
foreign tutor of the seminary, which is not 
attached to the department of public worke, 
requested that a friend of his who was 
in Italy, should be engaged as he was 
respected for his knowledge and personal 


f walities. The minister of the depart- ; i 
stances as you consider necessary. q : : P sters. They hold that commerce is a trick ; 
‘The pressing urgency of the case will excuse ment agreed to pay this friend a month- : y possesesi . 
for asking for'an early reply. ba ly salary of two hundred and seventy yen. end: thet sa depends upon ithe te 


of the necessary degree of superior cunning to 
outwit the persons with whom they deal. The 
average silk seller never deals- honestly with 
the foreign purchaser. If a parcel of silk is 
required a muster is produced as the basis of 
the quality agreed upon; but the parcel sent 
in for inspection is invariably vastly inferior, 
and the purchaser is compelled to reject a large 
quantity as wholly unsuited to his require- 
ments, and being, in fact, a class of silk he can 
do nothing with. If the market price is im- 
proving the rejection is matter of indifference 
to the seller : delay is nothing to him, and of 
labour of inspection he has none. If, on the 
other hand, the market price should decline 
while the silk is being examined, here is a fiue 
opportunity for an outcry against a foreign mer- 
chant who has taken the silk of the honest 
and simple Japanese, kept it while the market 
was declining, and then thrown it back on the 
seller's hands. In these outcries we never 
hear any allusion to the trick of trying 
to palm off upon the foreigner an inferior 
parcel of silk to that he had agreed to take. 
We never by any chance hear the other side. 
This practice has been carried on for years, 
and most of the rejections we hear so much 
about arise somewhat in the following manner : 
—A foreign merchant makes a purchase of 
silk on a sample bale or bales; if the market 
appears weak, or likely to decline, the vendor 
delivers silk nearly approaching the sample 
selected; or if, on examination, any inferiority 
is manifested, an exchange is made for better 
silk or a lower price is accepted. But when 
the market is active, or any sudden advance 
takes place, which in these days of telegrams 
is frequent enough, the buyer may be perfectly 
certain that the sample bale on which he based 
hia purchase was picked, and that the bulk 
will be vastly inferior. This is a favourite 
trick. The buyer must then either lose his 
markot altogether, or take an inferior silk at 
a higher. price to what he inteuded when mak- 
ing the purchase, 


After a time the tutor informed the minister 
that his friend had accepted the situation, and 
in consequence one thousand yen was paid by 
the department for the new teacher’s travelling 
expenses. This person arrived and was en- 
gaged for three years, but soon the students 
complained of his incapacity, and on being 
examined he confessed that he only received 
seventy yen per month. Upon inquirics be- 
ing made it was discovered that this person 
was only “an ignorant old foreigner” from 
Yokohama. In fact, it came ont that the 
head teacher had appropriated the thousand 
yen and also two hundred yen out of the 
monthly salary. Great trouble ensued, but the 
affair was passed over as the head master had 
been employed for several years. But the 
most astonishing part of this tale remains to 
be told. Not only, says the Nichi Nichi 
Shinbun, was the master not dismissed, as he 
ought to have been, but he is now in receipt of 
an addition of seventy yen monthly over and 
above his original salary, while the new teacher 
receives two hundred yen. 

The possibility that this story, improbable 
though it seems, may have some foundation in 
truth, is a cireamstance which calls for strict 
public investigation ; for so long as the name of 
the offender is concealed under the general de- 
signation of foreigner, a slur is vast upon 
every foreign professor and instructor in the 
service of the Japanese. Such actions are not 
uncommon in this country; but this is the 
first time a foreigner has been involved in an 
act which is little short of a felony and one 
which certainly richly deserves exposure and 
punishment. 


No reply having been received we feel 
compelled to give publicity to the story as 
it was couveyed to us, in the hope that tho 
Board of Consuls, who have had experience of 
the zeal displayed by the native authorities 
in regard to the storage of kerosene, will take 
steps to asrertain the truth and to make 
regulations to protect the settlement from a 
danger of great magnitude when the careless 
habits of Japanese are taken into considera- 
tion. 

The explosion on board the Lottie Sleiyh 
in the river Mersey did immense damage to 
the town and shipping, the effects being felt 
five miles away. The quantity of powder 
on board was not more than eloven tons; 
and it is not too much to say that the ex- 
plosion of double that quantity half a mile 
from this settlement would not leave a house 
standing. 

An inquiry is certainly necessary ; more 
especially as the Company -concerned has 
neglected to reply to a reasonable request 
for information. 


Many of our readers will be interested in 
learning that the new Chinese loan has been 
allotted at an average rate of 33 per cent. 
premium ; a fact which, while affording evid- 
ence of improved credit on the part of the 
Chinese government, still secures to the in- 
vestors the excellent return of 7.71 per cent. 
per annum. 

Comparing the price of allotment. of the 
fourth loan with the three earlier loans, the 
appreciation in credit is apparent. Thus, the 
1874 sterling 8 per cent. loan was issued at 
£95; the 1877 sterling 8 per cent. loan at 
£98; the 1878 8 per cent. silver loan at par; 
and the 1881 8 per cent. silver loan at 3} per 
cent. premium. 

Another and interesting feature of this 
loan is the great number of applications for 
allotment made by Chinese in Hongkong and 
Shanghai. At a later date we hope to give 
fuller particulars. 

Much surprise is evinced by the Japanese, 
first, at the necessity which induces a wealthy 
country like China to borrow a trifling sum of 
£1,000,000; and, second, that 8 per cent. 
interest should be paid. We contcss to shar- 
ing, to some degree, our frieude’ surprise, 


Mr. Giuperr’s prize for shooting at 500 
yards was competed for yesterday, by tho mem- 
bers of the Yokohama Rifle Association. Mr. 
Guissani proved the winner, with the excellent 
score of 45 out if a possible 50 points. The 
others who made a good fight for it were :— 


Mr. Dare.......-...... 48 points. 
» Favro Brandt ...... 42 ,, 
»» Cameron .,. . 3d =, 

» Bland .... - Of, 


—— ae 


Tue Chiugai Bukka Shinpo alludes to the 
combination of native silk dealers to establish 


meer 


Doss it ever occur to the Japanese merchant 
that honesty is its own reward? Wo think not : 
for the time wasted in unsuccessful trickery is 
of far greater value than tho illegitimate gain 
occasionally made out of an unsuspecting 
forcign yictim, 
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Coxstpse our friends, the Japanese traders, 
in all their boarings. Regard the typical 
Japanese banto, or under clerk, who passes 
under the name of “merchant,” and say 
what you think of him. He has two dis- 
tinguishing characteristica—unoscrupulous cun- 
ning, and over-weening conceit. - Accustom- 
ed to measure all men by his own 
standard of commercial immorality, he 
is always threading the devious ways and 
paths of trickery. His education is almost 
always limited to the elements of reading 
and writing; but he is, by instinct, an 
adept at simple calculations on the soroban. 
His social status is of the lowest. Intercourse 
of any kind with him beyond selling and 
buying is impossible. His idea of commerce 
is to make money by the exercise of the 
art of chicane, and in this he generally 
succeeds, There is no responsible head to a 
Japanese mercantile firm; no chief upon 
whom to fall back in event of complaint 
against the underling. Tatsunosuke is a 
respectable merchant with whom everything is 
properly conducted until the proper moment 
arrives to spoil those sons of Satan, the foreign- 
ers. The aggrieved foreign merchant, whose 
confidence has been grossly violated. seeks the 


head of the establishment to obtain redress, 
but Mr. Tetsunoske, with whom he fondly 
thought he had been personally dealing, turns 
out to be merely a Santo; and, strange coin- 
cidence, a near relative of the real Mr. ‘letsu- 
noske died suddenly, and the honourable chief 
of the firm has been compelled to retire to the 
country for three months, 


Turse peculiarities have of late attracted o 
little more than usual attention, for during 
the past two years the attitude of the gang of 
brokers who enjoy the monopoly of sole inter- 
course with foreign merchants, has been inso- 
lently dictatorial, unjust and oppressive. 

Somsk of these comments will perhaps take 
a few of our Japancse readers by surprise. 
We hope so. The unvarnished truth is never 
very palatable; but its utterance not unseldom 
does more good than harm. 


Tue last mail steamer to America carried 
away from among us Mr. R. T. Rennie, judge 
of H. B. M. Court for Japan. He is the first 
judge who has occupied the bench since the 
transformation, under the order in council for 
1878, of the British court at this port from a 
subdivision of the supreme court for China 
and Japan to an independent court, styled 
H. B. M. Court for Japan. 

In former years not only British subjects, 
but all suitors seeking protection under 
British law, have on more than one occa- 
sion experienced the advantage of the ad- 
ministration of the law by trained law- 
yers, notably Mr. Hannen and the late la- 
mented Mr. Goodwin ; and being therefore well 
able to appreciate the superiority of law, pure 
and simple, as compared with that curious 
excrescence of the administration of justice 
known as consular law, all residents hailed 
with much satisfaction the advent of Mr. 
Rennie in J.nuary 1879. This feeling was 
fully justified by the new judge’s ninetcen years 
standing at the English bar, and thé extensive 
practice he had so successfully carricd on for 
many years at Shanghai; and the expecta- 
tions then formed have been fully realized ; for 
during. a sojourn of over two years at this 
port he has administered tho law with the ut- 
most impartiality, and with that peculiar read- 

iness which years of arduous private practice 
alone can give, 


To many of the uninitiated it will perhaps 
have seemed that the duties of a British judge 
in a place like this are comparatively light, but 
being in a position to state that Mr. Rennie 
very largely availed himself of his discretionary 
powers, under the order in council of 1865, to 
promote reconciliation, and encourage and 
facilitate the settlement in an amicsble way of 
any suit or proceeding pending before him, and 
has on numerous occasions undertaken the 
delicate duties of arbitrator, it will be readily 
seon that the general public are not in a posi- 
tion to forma very accurate opiniou of the 
amount of work transacted in H.B.M. Court 
for Japan. 

In wishing Mr. Rennie a pleasant trip 
home and a safe return, we do but express 
the feelings of regard and esteem entertained 
for him by all who have known him either in 
his judicial capacity or as a private individual. 


Mr. E. H. Hovss, in his letter to the Pall 
Mal! Gazette, alludes to the notification issued 
by the British minister in 1869 to the effect 
that all coal shipped on board steamers should 
be regarded as for ship’s use and be exempt 
from duty, and adds,—“From that time the duty 
has been withheld, and the revenues of the 
empire have suffered to the extent of scores of 
thousands of pounds.” This notification is 
referred to in even stronger terms in the 
Atlantic Monthly, wherein it is stated that the 
evasion of duty on coal by English traders had 
resulted in a loss of ‘ hundreds of thousands 
of dollars to the Japanese treasury.” 


It is desirable there should be no exaggera- 
tion of the loss to the treasury from this 
notification. The customs returns show that 
the quantity of coal exported in steamers free 
of duty for the four years ending June 30th, 
1880, was 397.696 tons, on which the duty, 
had it been payable, would have been $85,902. 
Prior to 1877 the shipments were not on so 
large a scale, and it is exceedingly doubtful 
whether the quantity for the preceding seven 
years, exported in steamers, exceeded that for 
the succeeding four years. On the most liberal 


allowance, that is, taking the mean export of 


the four years as the measure of the preceding 
seven, the gross duty from 1870 to 1880 in- 
elusive, would amount to $236,227, or 
£57,255. These figures are the best corrective 
of the random assertions in regard to ‘scores 


of thousands of pounds,” and ‘hundreds of 


thousands of dollars.” 

Another point in connection with this coal 
question is this :—That .during the past seven 
years the chief collieries have been worked solely 
on government or native account, and as coal 
mining is an industry to be encouraged the 
remission of duty has helped considerably to 
enable Japanese coal, which costs a very high 
figure at the pit’s mouth, to compete with 
Australian and other imported coal in China, 
Again, while Mr. House raves about the logs 
the treasury sustains consequent upon the 
“‘evasion by English traders” of the export 
duty on coal, imported coal, to compete in 
Japan with the native product, is admitted 


duty free. 


Tux resolution of the government to rofuse 
to the people the right of trial by jury, logic- 
ally treated, amounts to this. Japan, with 
its teeming population of thirty-five millions, 
contains only twelve ‘men competent to act as 
jurors, and those twelve, being the sole mem- 
bers of the supreme government, are precluded 
from serving in that capacity. The extra- 
ordinary part of this is the coincidence which 
led the people to select as their rulers the 
only twelve men jn the country At for tho 


— 


post. By a mest fortunate and happy unan- 
imity the public choice ‘fall upoy the only 
competent persons ; and it has remained for the 
twelve to declare that, although it is essen- 
tially neveseary for this nation to have juris- 
diction over the lives and property of 
foreigners, the rest of the people of Japan are 
so uneducated as to be unfitted to perform the 
functions of jurymen. 

When the progress of Japan is lauded in 
foreign countries the fact will appear that 
whereas only ten per cent. of the population 
are unable to read and write; and the results 
of higher education are said to be most marked, 
the middle class of the empire is too ignorant 
to furnish men fit to act os jurors. This is 
the fiat of the government. 


——e 


An old resident of this place furnishes the 
following anecdote :— Some few years ago 
I was prevailed upon to lend a rather large 
sum of money upou the bond of the borrower 
and four sureties. Of the respectability and 
substance of the parties I was fully assured on 
inquiries, which were closely pressed. On the 
due date the borrower failed to meet his en- 
gagement and recourse was had to the sureties. 
Since that experience I have been impressed 
with the awful uncertainty of human affuizs, 
for in three short months, of these prosperous 
men of business one was dead, another was 
in prison, a third was bankrupt, and the 
friends of the fourth were mourning over his 
untimely disappearance and the poverty in 
which they were plunged in consequence, For 
investments I now prefer Turkish bonds, or 
Costa Rica 50 per cent. state guaranteed 
securities.” 

Tue rental paid by foreigners for the land 
lensed in perpetuity from the Japanese govern- 
ment has for some years been regarded as 
exceesively high, and far beyond the assess- 
ment on any other lands in the empire. A 
contemporary journal now refers to the ques- 
tion as one for the consideration of the parties 
to the revised treaties; adding that a clause 
jhould be inserted reducing the present rent 
by at least one-half. 

With all deference to the opinions of others 
we have little hesitation in saying that the 
matter is not one for diplomatic interference. 
The title to lands granted to foreigners by the 
government is a contract the terms of which 
cannot be varied by any act of the grantor 
or grantee except by their common consent. 
If the foreign representatives have any power 
to influence the government in this matter, 
urging a reduction of rent on the ground that 
foreign commercial relations with this country 
are not so satisfactory as anticipated when 
the conditions for the sale of land were ac- 
cepted, it is reasonable to suppose that in 
more prosperous times the government would 
be equally justified in claiming an increase. 
Under such circumstances the value of land 
would be liable to repeated fluctuation ; while 
a contract of a character usually considered 
irrevocable and invariahle will become little 
better than waste paper. Reduction of the 
rent is one thing; but we venture to assert 
that its increase by artangement between the 
government and the foreign ministers could 
not bo enforced against the holder of the title 
deed in an English court of law. 

The view that should be taken of the ground 
rent question involves several important consi- 
derations. In the first place there arc few coun- 
tries in the world where alicns are permitted 
to hold land as real estate. Here the title 


deed imposes certain conditions tho obser- 
vance of which secures the specified land 
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to the grantee, his heirs and assigns, for ever. 
This alienstzon of Japanese soil was an error ; 
nothing beyond a leasehold should have been 
granted; and to remedy the mistake the go- 
vernment would, no doubt, be only too happy 
to cancel all existing titles, make compensa- 
tion to the holders, and grant leases of land 
in or near the settlements on very easy terms. 
The position of the government, vis a vis for- 
eign landowners, is peculiar; and few will 
hare any other opinion than that nothing 
can be expected from the former except by 
way of concession. 

An acre of land in the settlement entails a 
reat charge of $338.56, which includes all 
maoitipal taxes for roads, police, drainage, 
and other requirements, lighting only excepted. 
The value of the land for building purposes 
may be taken at from $5 to $30 per tsubo; 
and perhaps $15 is not an excessive mean. An 
acre of ground with suitable buildings upon it, 
would command a rental here of at least $4,000; 
and these data afford facilities for a comparison 
of owr ground rent with that payable in 
Shanghsi plus municipal charges; thus in 
Shanghai :— 

Government ground rent 6 taels—= ... $ 8.22 
ioths °/, on assessed value of land... 72.60 
8 °/, on assessed rental of $4,000...... 320.00 


Payable in Yokohama ... 
Difference in favour of Yokohama $ 62.26 


. _ On the bluff the conditions are somewhat 
different. The rental of 145.20, or yen 239.58, 
per acre is excessive ; and if proper represen- 
tations were made to the government it is more 
than probable some consideration would be 
accorded to the memorial, for the land tax 
peyable by Japanese subjects for the same 
quantity of arable ground does not exceed six 
yen, and including local government taxation, 
certainly not more than ten yen. Foreigners 
therefore, for their little holdings of gardens 
and lawns, pay about twenty-four times more 
anaual rental than the Japanese themselves. 

Whatever seems advisable to be done in this 
metter should be carried out on the principle 
that if the government are disposed to consider 
faveurably the memorial of the land renters on 
the bluff some reduction may be made ; but te 
proeeed on any assumption of right to demand’ 
that the stipulations of agreements in writing 
should be varied because one of the parties 
finds the contract lees remunerative than. he 
anticipated, is a manifest absurdity. 


Tur Daily Press of Hongkong advocating 
the expediency of introducing the silver yeu 
into China, refers to a passage in a speceh 
made by Mr. Jackson at a meeting of the 
Hongkong chamber of commerce, held some 
meonths ago to consider the advisability of 
adopting the yen as a legal tender in that 
colony. Mr. Jackson said :—* It is only a few 
yeera since Japan was opened, and before that 
not a single ounce of silver was imported into 
the country. Well, how comes it that during 
the last twelve years a hundred million dol- 
lave’ worth of silver coins have been exported 
from Japan?” In: thie statement Mr. Jackson 
wes not quite accurate. For the first few years 
of oar trade intercourse with Japan foreigners 
paid fer exporte (which were far in excese of 
imports), land, houses, and expenses incurred 
by army and nary stationed in Japan, a very 
large sum of money, exports alone being 
$25,000,000 in excess of imports. This money, 
with government and private hoards, has, in 
large part, being exchanged into paper and ex- 
ported for state requirements. There is not, 


unfortunately, the slightest ground for assum- 
ing that the country must have been originally 
very rich in silver, and that the quantity export- 
ed is only a small portion of the whole amount 
possessed. (Confidence in paper currency, or 
indifference to the consequences of its issue, 
induced people to part with the reality for 
the valueless symbol ; and the requirements of 
government for money for export have drained 
nearly all the silver and substituted paper 
as currency. Hence the present finan- 
cial difficulty, which affords clear evidence 
that as Japan is suffering seriously from 
want of specie, her own credit being de- 
preciated to a large and ever declining extent, 
no silver coin cam be supplied to other nations 
unless the silver be firat sent to Japan; the 
cost of doing, which, the mintage fees paid 
there, and the return. transport of the minted 
coin being charged to the owner of the silvor. 
Freight and insurance to and from Japan, and 
oue per cent. mintage fee, must be the charges 
upon silver yen. 

The question, as our contemporary puts it, 
is one entirely of profit or loss. Japan is uot, 
in any sense, a silver producing couutry ; the 
mint is not founded as a public convenience, or 
to facilitate trade ; itis not like the English 
miut which receives gold aud returne coins, 
coutaining the exact weight of gold received, 
free of charge; but it is intended to be a 
source of revenue; that is, the cost of work- 
ing it has to be defrayed, and » surplus 
carried to the credit of the exchequer. How 
long Japan will be williug to purchase silver, 
coin it into yen, aud issue it to the public at 
her own expense, is a question which depends 
entirely wpon the ability of the nation to bear 
the cost of coining the quantity that would be 
required if yen were accepted in China. 
Whether the public will send in silver to the 
Japan mint. depends entirely upon the prin- 
ciple which regulates or checks the selling 
price of an article by the Gost of its produc- 
tien aud carriage to a market. 


A Rgezwr number of the Annales de ?Exr- 
tréme Orient contains two articles of more than 
usual interest to residents in Japan. 
| ‘The firet deals with the privilege of oxtra- 
jterritoriality in Chine and Japan. Tho writer 
says: that the governments of these two coun- 
tries have recently communicated to the 
powers of Europe memoranda on the subject 
of the extra-territorial clauses of the treaties, 
and the privileges enjoyed under them by 
foreign residents, which show the ability with 
whieh people of the Mongol race know how to 
turn against Westerns the general principles 
of the equity and justice of their civilization, 
but which, on the other hand, do not so clearly 
demonstrate their own disinterested desire to 
pursue the application of these principles. Japan 
insists above all on the necessity for the com- 
plete abrogation of the extra-territorial clauses 
of the treaties. Notwithstanding that diplo- 
matists were quite right in insisting that their 
countrymen should not be subject to obscure 
and badly-defined lawe, to a magistrucy venal 
or ignorant, and to processes which borrowed 
their chief efficacy from the use of torture, 
yet it cannot be denied that this régime can 
hardly be regarded as consistent with the 
principles of international right among in- 
dependent nations. The Japanese, the writer 
continues, have cleverly made use of theiz 
inconsistency to press for solution of the diff- 
ealty more in conformity with their own 
interests and amour-propre. The independence 
enjoyed by foreigners in Japan in matters of 
police and administration is, they say, at the 
bottem of all the quarrele which have been 
raised; and the Mikado’s ministers claim the 


recognition of the complete executive authority 
of the government in all circumstances, and 
the recognition of the legislative, executive, 
aud judicial authority of the government in 
every thing connected with the public ad- 
ministration ; in a word, they desire that the 
government of the country, and all those resid- 
ing in it, be given up to them; and they 
support their demand by referring to that 
axiom of the law of nations which states that 
jurisdiction resides in the sovereign authority 
of acountry. ‘The Japanese government have 
long been preparing for this demand, and, 
fearing that the incompatibility of the old 
laws of the country with the principles of our 
civilization might be employed as an argument 
against them, they have employed a distin- 
guished French legist to adopt the Japanese 
manners to the Code Napoleon. The mere 
placing of a code, more or less perfect, in the 
hand of a man will hardly make him a judge ; 
but for the moment it seems the Japanese do 
not ask for absolute practical jurisdiction over 
foreigners; they desire to conclude a treaty 
couceding conditionally jurisdietion in certain 
particular instances, and they even make a merit 
of their moderation in this respect. 

The Chinese government, without disputing 
the right of consuls to jurisdiction over their 
countrymen, gomplain that foreigners regard 
the concession of extra-territoriality as not only 
exempting them from the control of the Chinese 
authorities, but as allowing them to violate 
with impunity the laws of China. This is 
also, one can easily see, a demand for the 
recognition of the absolute authority of the 
Chinese government in all matters, but especi- 
ally in relation to police and administration. 
To these demands and arguments it may be re- 
plied that the introduction into the extreme East 
of the general principles of the law of nations 
which govern European powers has been of a 
date too recent toconstitule a serious guaranty ; 
and that the local authorities have not yet 


shown that they sufficiently comprehend the 


spirit of this law, to warrant European nations 
committing to their care the property and inter- 
esta of their subjects. For example, the writer 
from whom we are quoting adds, we might say 
to the Japanese government that Europeans can- 
not admit their absolute competence in mat- 
ters of administration, when we fiud the result 
of their financial reforms for twelve years to be’ 
the creation of a crisis which paralyses trade, 
by inundating the country with paper money, 
which cau only be sold for silver in the pro- 
portion of 275 to 137. If we ask in China, 


‘what are the laws which they complain are 
‘broken 


with impunity by foreigners, the 
reply is that, for example, if the Chinese 
law prohibits passage through a certain way, 


‘foreigners, by virtue of the privilege of extra- 
'territoriality, can claim the right to pass there. 


One would hardly be inclined to treat matters 
put forward like this seriously, were it not 
that they reveal the sceret wish of the Japan- 
ese and Chinese, namely, the subsequent and 
complete expulsion of Europeans from amongst 
them. There is only one reply to be made. 
Ifin Europe governments mutually consent that 
each shall exercise over strangors established 
in its territory the same rights that it exer- 
cises over its own subjects, it is because, 
independently of general community in the 
principles of civilization, they also grant the 
same advantages. Equality of rights implies 
equality of obligations. But Japan and China 
restrict the right of residence of foreigners in 
their territories to a few ports scattered on 
their coasts. If they give us the right to reside 
and trade everywhere, to travel without restric- 
tion, in fact, the same rights as their own sub- 
jects, then their complaints and demand might 
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be considered. But, in maintaining against us 
a prohibitive and exceptional system, which 
does not support their pretended desire for 
internationul concert, they authorize us to use 
similar means for preserving a privileged 
situation which, up to the present, has been 
the sole guarantee of our rights. But in order 
to use this language with authority, it is neces- 
sary that the governments of the treaty powers 
should show a spirit of equity and disinterest- 
edness, as well as an accord which, unhappily, 
is far from existing. If civilized nations wish 
to convert the Chinese and Japanese, they 
should begin by being of one mind amongst 
themselves to the doctrines which they want to 
teach, and they should above all practice 
conscientiously those principles of international 
law of which they demand the application. 


Tue secord article deals with the new Japa- 
nese codes. We shall give the substance in 
the same manner as we have done above, 
abstaining at present from making any com- 
ments of our own. After a eulogy on M. 
Boigsonade, which we are sure is well-deserved, 
the writer explains the manner in which these 
codes have been drawn up. Far from imitat- 
ing the other foreigners in the Japanese ser- 
vice, he says, M. Boissonade did not wish to 
make innovations without taking into account 
the wants of the nation, but contented himself 
with improving what he found there. On his 
arrival in Tokio, he procured before commenc- 
ing his work a translation of all the then ex- 
isting laws, nud of some old texts of Japanese 
jurisprudence, and it was only after having 
acquired an exact conception of the customs, 
aspirations, and wants of the Japanese that he 
commenced the work of framing the new codes. 
Unfortunately, however, his labours were sub- 
jected to the examination of a commission 
composed of members little acquainted with 
legislation, and these, under the pretext of 
making the laws coincide with the customs of 
the country, cut down here and added there 
without inquiring whether these new clauses 
accorded with those which followed or those 
which went before. Thanks to these altera- 
tions, many of them absurd and uselegs, M. 
Boissonade’s work is far from possessing the 
worth which it did when it first left his hands. 
It is admitted that it is necessary to make the 
laws coincide with the customs of the country, 
but where a country advances so rapidly as 
Japan, one should regard the future. It is 
indispensable that, while agreeing with estab- 
lished usages, a code should be as permanent 
as possible, and that, although not unvariable, 
it should be subjected to only rare alterations. 
The issue of the present codes, however, will 
hold an important place in the annals of 
Japanese legislation, and they will doubtless 
form the bases for all future legislation. 

The writer then sketches a brief history 
of former Japanese codes; for of legislation 
properly so called there has hitherto been none. 
The first laws, to the number of seventeen, of 
which we have a trace, date from the time of 
Suiko Tenno; a more complete code was issued 
under Tenji Tenno (662-671), but the first real 
work of the kind was made in 680, nine years 
after the accession of Tenmu Tenno. This 
code was only an imitation, or more pro- 
perly a translation, of the Chinese laws of 
the Tso dynasty. This is known as the Taiho 
Ritsuri. The laws in operation during the 
Tokugawa rule were issued by Iyemitsu in 
1626, and revised and modified in 1740 and 
1790. In 1870 new, and in 1873 a revised 
code were promulgated. The present penal code 
is then described; but as we probably shall deal 
with this on another occasion in detail, we 
may pass over this part of the paper. The 


writer concludes with the very proper observa- 
tion that the chief difficulty now will be to 
obtain magistrates capable of applying the new 
laws with intelligence. 


offered by the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank- 
ing Corporation, in the form of a fourth loan to 
the Chinese government, was shown by applica- 
tions for about fifteen and a half millions of 
taels, or nearly four times the sum offered for 
subscription. 
ruled from 3} per cent. to 64 per cent. pre- 
mium; and about 75 per cent. of the whole 
sum was allotted to Hongkong applicants. 
Yokohama was not behind hand in tenders, a 
sum of somewhere about 300,000 taels having 
been applied for ; but from want of speculation, 
or from other causes, the premium offered was 
too low to secure any allotment. 


Banking Corporation for this half-year should 
yield a most satisfactory result ; and that this 


cent. being the rates ruling in Shanghai and 


concerned, this resolution being appended as 


derived from them while under control of the 
Kaitakusbi. Watermill-machiners factory, 556; 
Saw mills, 502; Iron works, 1,494; Casting 
works, 560; Flour mill, 151; Machine shops, 
280; Steam machine works, 139; Brewery, 
3,076; Wine presses, 136 ; Ishikari and Mimi 
canning works, 5,265; Cod liver oil worke, 
132; Match works, 84; Telegraphs, 1,897 ; 
Sea otter hunting, 7,524 ; Fish manure works, 
369; Sea weed works, 99; Hawomai canning 
works, 341; Shano canning works, 237; At- 
keshi canning works, 153; Nemuro saw mils, 
902; in all twenty-one establishments return- 
ing 24,297 yen. 


Pustic estimation of the investment recently 


The rate of successful tenders 


Tae abolition of the Kaitakushi will be an 
extraordinary relief to the poor people of Yezo, 
around whose necks the taxes and imposte 
levied by this institution have hung like huge 
mill stones, destroying every spark of energy 
and driving the industrious to desperation. If 
the imprecations which have been breathed at 
the colonization administration during the 
past five years, at the Kogiosho-kwai, and 
other kindred off shoots of the parental stem, 
could have been collected into one blast, the 
department and every body connected with it 
would have been scattered to the winds years 
ago. Its death will be an event to be cele- 
brated with general rejoicing; but in the 
midst of all we must remember the fable of 
King Log and King Stork. How can ministers 
of state be manufacturers and not employ their 
official privileges to benefit themselves, and 
perhaps rivet still closer the fetters of that 
monopoly which bids fair to irrevocably ruin 
the hardy and frugal toilers of the coast and 
seas of northern Yezo. 


The account of the Hongkong and Shanghai 


will be the case is shown by the premium to 
which the shares have risen, 115 to 116 per 


Hongkong. 


Wrre the publication of Sir Harry Parkes’s 
second letter to The Times, the correspondence 
on “ English agents in Japan ” ceases so far as 
the columns of that influential journal are 


a foot note to the letter which we reprinted 
this morning. 

Much difference of opinion was noticeable 
here with respect to the propriety of the first 
letter written by Sir Harry Parkes. The 
categorical denial of the House - Griffis - Reed 
charges was dignified and peremptory, and so 
far satisfactory; but there, in the judgment 
of the best men of our settlement, the minister 
should have stopped. No servant of the state 
can ever enter the arena of public discussion 
and explain or excuse acts which have been 
performed for and in the name of the govern- 
ment he serves, without loss of dignity. Sir 
Harry Parkes has, for some years now, main- 
tained a ailent reserve admirable under any 
circumstances, but doubly so under the gross 
libels and malignant personal invective with 
which he has been assailed by hired slanderers 
of the House class. To break through that 
reserve for one single instance, and for a pub- 
lic purpose, was justifiable ; but further notice 
of his accusers is an honour done them of 
which they are totally unworthy. 


Some misapprehension appears to prevail in 
regard to the return of the certificate of 
Captain Thompson of the Ea Beatrice; and 
an impression also exists that our announoe- 
ment of thut fact was premature. Jt will be 
remembered that we relied entirely upon a 
passage contained in a letter from the owners 
of the late barque to Captain Thompson, to the 
following effect :— Mrs. Thompson has re- 
ceived notice from the Board of Trade that 
your certificate will be returned to you on 
application for the same at Aberdeen. Con- 
gratulating you on the above, &.” 

The master of the Ella Beatrice is said to 
have lost his certificate at Hakodate before the 
loss of his vessel, and that he, of course, im- 
mediately applied for another; it is there- 
fore assumed that the return of the certificate 
has reference to the accidental loss rather than 
to a reversal of the decree of the naval court, 
This may be so; but there are many circum- 
stances opposing this conclusion. The Mer- 
chant Shipping Amendment Act, 1862, sec. 
23 (3) provides that if a naval court suspends 
a certificate that certificate shall be forwarded 
to the Board of Trade with the report. Sec. 
24 provides for the delivery of the certificate 
to the naval court. Under these circumstances 
the certificate to replace that lost would have 
been withheld by the Board of Trade, who 
were in possession of the report of the naval 
court, or should have been, at the same time 
as the petition of appeal arrived, namely, 
about the 8rd of May. A copy of the petition 
of appeal was forwarded to the owners of .the 
vessel, who being thus in full possession of the 
facts would scarcely have written, about 
eighteen days afterwards, to congratulate Cap- 
tain Thompson on the restoration of a certi- 
fieate which had been inadvertently misleid. 
If again, the certificate had been mislaid in 
Hakodate before the accident to the vessel, 
the loss must have been discovered in Decem- 
ber or January last; and as immediate ap- 


Tue Hochi Shinbun gives currency to a 
ramour of a peculiar character. It is to the 
effect that during his Majesty the Mikado’s 
sojourn in Senju Yeki H. E. Sanjo, prime 
minister, and H.E. Terashima, ex-minister of 
education and formerly minister of foreign 
affairs, made successful application to the 
Mikado for permission to “take over” the 
manufactories and buildings of the colonization 
department, for a sum of 300,000 yen, payable 
by instalments without interest. These manu- 
factories are said to have cost the department 
3,000,000 yen, or ten times the amount at 
which they are sold to two members of the 
supreme council of state. 

The secretaries of the department, which is 
to be abolished, will now, in the metaphor of 
our contemporary, “ swim out of official waters 
into the more profitable sea of business specula- 
tion.” 

A list of these undertakings which have cost 
the nation so much money, may be useful. It 
is taken from the finance report for the flecal 
year 1880-81, and the figures appended to each 
show the estimated profit in yen annually 


THE JAPAN GAZETTE. 


81 


plication was made the Board of Trade must 
have allowed some three months to elapse 
before furnishing a new certificate, an unusual 
delay. However, short time should resolve 
all doubts. 


Last night or early this morning an attempt 
was made to enter the premises occupied by 
Messrs. Bourne & Co. at No. 70 Main-street, 
and it would probably have been successful had 
the padlock with which the front door was 
fastened not been so strong. The thieves seem 
to have made the attempt in a most deliberate 
and daring manner, the door being under the 
full light of a gas lamp, and in the most fre- 
quented street, both by day and by night, of 
the settlement. If the policeman on duty had 
been in his proper station such an attempt 
would certainly have been impossible, the state 
of the lock showing that the thieves must have 
been engaged sometime before they gave it 
up. The amount of confidence which can 
be placed upon a native watchman is shown 
by the fact that the one on duty 
heard no noise whatever, being probably 
asleep at the time. The attempt was only 
discovered this morning when an assistant of 
Messrs. Bourne & Co. tried to insert the key 
iuto the padlock, and it was only after a great 
deal of trouble that a locksmith was able to 


open it. 


A snort time ago we made an appeal for 
assistance to provide shelter for the children 
of tea-firing women during the time the latter 
are employed in the godowns. A lady whose 
disinterested exertions had previously organised 
one school where the elder children could 
receive some instruction, and a room where 
the younger could be taken care of and fed, 
has, as mentioned before, expressed her inten- 
tion to extend these arrangements to make 
them applicable to the tea-firing godowns 
generally throughout the settlement. To 
carry this plan into execution a sinall fund is 
required; and we expressed our willingness 
to receive subscriptions and hand them to the 
lady who has been good enough to charge herself 
with the chief labour of applying the money in 
the manner calculated to do most good. Many 
expressions of approval and sympathy reached 
us when this suggestion first appeared, but 
unfortunately substantial assistance has not 
been forthcoming. 

The cause is so praiseworthy, the motive 
so disinterested, that we are loath to believe the 
community unwilling to support it, and we 
therefore again remind all those charitably 
isposed that wo shall be happy to receive any | 
amount, however small, contributed to the 
fund for providing shelter ‘for infants whom 
peculiar circumstances throw houseless upon 
our streets. 


We have heard that the action against 
H.B.M. ship Lapwing, brought by the China 
Merchants Steamship Company, has resulted 
in a verdict for the defcudant ; the same result 
attending the cross action. Each party to bear 
their own costs. 


A CONTEMPORARY most justly denounces tho 
reported sale of tho property of the Kaita- 
kushi, adding that the ruling officials who 
profit by such transactions may woll unite to 
resist a parliamentary systom which would 
render it impossible for acts such as theso to 
pass without strict inquiry. We have at fre- 
quent intervals complained of the acts of the 
Kaitakushi, and of the administration of the 


hard working sea-weed gatherers and fishermen 
have always been compelled to deliver up to 
the Kaitakushi a certain large proportion of 
their property as dues in kind to the Kaitaku- 
shi; and a practioe which can scarcely be be- 
lieved exists which levies upon all luce 
exported by natives beyond the boundaries of 
the island of Yezo, an export duty of five 
or six per cent., payable in money. When 
the coast lessees, as the sea-weed collectors 
are called, reach Hakodate, driven desperate 
by the “squeezes” which have materially 
reduced their property, they occasionally try 
to evade the local export duty by shipping in 
a foreign name. True, by these means the 
export duty is saved, but the freight must 
then be paid in specie instead of currency, a 
liberal system of coast carriage drawing fine 
distinctions between natives and foreigners, 
compelling the latter to pay 40 per cent. 
more freight than the former. 

The Kogiosho-kwai, which formerly ruled 
supreme over the native trade of Yezo, was 
denounced in these pages, and we have every 
reason to believe our wholesome strictures 
upon that institution led to its abolition, or 
at all events to reform in its administration. 
If it wero not for the expression of justifiable 
opinion by the independent portion of the 
foreign press, the abuses which the people 
suffer at the hands of persons who lay claim 
to some sort of official power would go on in- 
creasing. The Kaitakushi is one of the most 
unpopular government departments in Japan. 
It has been drawing from the national purse 
1,500,000 yen yearly; and how much from 
the people in the form of tithes of produce 
and export duties is a question there is no 
means of solving, and probably never will be. 
Has the Kaitakushi accounted to the govern- 
ment for its administration; and do the 
government know of and expressly or tacitly 
sanction the taxation of the people of Yezo, 
in the manner and to the extont complained 
of by tho people ? 

This journal is being daily taken to task 
by another which assumes a position and 
attitude to which neither its ownership nor 
reputation give it the least claim. The 
object of this paper is to give the news as it 
is received; and to make such comments 
thereon as knowledge of public opinion 
teaches and justifies: the object of our critic 
and censor is the opposite. We stand on 
essentially different platforms. Our policy 
is the common ; and with that object 
in view we do not hesitate to attack an 
abuse, no matter who is at the bottom 
of it: and to place our readers in posses- 
sion of every rumour and report, leaving 
to them the task of estimating their value 
and trastworthiness. The policy of the 
other is the opposite. Its task is to suppress 
the news; and to endeavour to influence 
public opinion by unfair arguments and ex 
parte reasoning. This the public of Yoko- 
hama dhoroagtly understands, and they appre- 
ciate the trae reason. 


A JAPANESE newspaper says that there is no 

esibility of the Japan Gazette, becoming 
tre. Iwasaki Yataro’s rosidaary legatee. In 
the interests of justice we hope not. The 
residuary legatce should be the Okurasho. 


Ir is tolographed that his Majesty the 
Mikado started for Utsunomiya at 7 a.m. 
yoslorday. : 


Tue Akebono Shinbun of to-day has the fol- 
lowing itom :—The Mainichi Shinbun referred 
to an important matter about the relation 


government of that partof the empire. The 


‘between the Kaitakushi and Kwansei Boyoki 


Shokwai; and we hear that this subject has 
been a question long discussed in the cabinet, 
some members of which have been against 
the request of that company, whilst others 
have favoured it. It was finally decided thatthe 
settlement of the question should be deferred 
until his Majesty the Mikado returned from 
the north. Subsequently, one of the high 
officials of the Daijokwan left Tokio for 
Senjiu on the 30th of last month, overtook, 
and had a conference with his Majosty; the 
result was that all the property of the Kai- 
takushi was sold to the Kwansei Boyeki 
Shokwai at 300,000 yen, payable by iustal- 
mente in thirty years, without interest, 
whilst the properties’ are estimated at 
13,000,000 or 14,000,000 yen in value. 


Tue last London and China Evpress contains 
the first part of a letter written by a Mr. C. J. 
Pfoundes, a former resident of Nagasaki, and 
later of Yokohama. So much rubbish has been 
written of late concerning Japan and the Japan- 
ese that Mr. Pfoundes seized the opportunity 
which offered to add his quota of misstatements, 
and meaningless though pretcntious para- 
graphs. How a journal professing to be devot- 
ed to the iotcreats of China and Japan could 
be deluded into the publication of such a far- 
rago of nonsense is almost as great a mystery 
and surprise as its republication by a Yoko- 
hama newspaper. 


—= 


Tue Chamber of Commerce in Kobe has 
long been in abeyance, but now Messrs. 
Minoura and Kashima propose to establish 
it, and at the same time to encourage others 
and to impress on them the necessity of a 
chamber of commerce for commercial affairs ; 
anda meeting will shortly be held for the 
establishment of the chamber. 


Mr. Sumrromo Kicuizayemon, a rich mer- 
chant in Osaka, intends to establish a branch 
firm in San Francisco, for the purpose of 
engaging in direct trade. 


Tuere are notable exceptions to the persons 
we describe as typical Japanese merchants. We 
have the pleasure of personal acquaintance 
with some gentlemen who are by education, 
training, integrity, and acumen, eminently 
fitted to bear the honourable designation of 
merchant, as foreigners understand tho term. 


Tux increasing hostility manifested by Japa- 
nese merchants towards foreigners is in many 
respects to be regretted. During the last ten 
years, if not for a longer period, every effort 
has been made by foreigners to promote a 
better and cordial understanding; but the 
effect has been the opposite to that anticipated. 
Native merchants who have been dealing 
aninterruptedly for twenty years with es- 
tablished houses; who have received immense 
sums for silk calculated at an average 
price fully one hundred per cent. higher 
than the cost of production, and have derived 
every benefit from a trade tho aggregate result 
of which has left the foreigner nothing but 
experience, are now banding together to frame 
vexatious and obstructive regulations to harass 
further transactions. And this is done, not to 
benefit the silk trade, but to put money into 
the pockets of a few speculators who think that 
it, by a policy of obstruction and annoyance, 
they can drive foreigners out of the market, 
they will be onabled to buy up silk at their 
own price aud ehip it on their own account, 
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No rwrrovement in the commercial status 
of this country can be hoped for until the pro- 
duction of commodities for export is increased. 
Tea and silk were the products of twenty 
years ago and they are the products now. 
Forming two-thirds of the whole export, and 
being of limited quantity, trade in these 
articles has degenerated into a close monopoly 
in the hands of a few persons who are ma- 
terially interested in preventing the spread of 
other exportation. ‘The increase of exporta- 
tion would necessarily bring down to the for- 
eign settlements numbers of dealers, und these 
foolish, prejudicial, and pecuniarily disastrous 
combinations would be impossible. 


Tax government may be unwilling to admit 
that their policy has had the effect of making 
commerce in Japan beneficial to a few who 
absorb all the profit which rightfully in large 
measure should go to the producer and consu- 
mer, The most serious obstacle to commercial 
Progress aud the acquisition of wealth is the 
condition of things which stultifies absolutely 
those treaty stipulations which are intended, 
and were deemed at the time of their insertion 
to be of the first importance in the promotion 
of commercial intercourse, to remove all re- 
strictions limiting the classes of persons who 
shall be allowed to trade with foreigners. 


A yvacr which no person will venture to dis- 
pute is this ;—that commercial intercourse be- 
tween the open ports and the people is limited 
by restrictions imposed by a dozen persons. 
The producer cannot meet the foreign purchaser. 
The consumer never deals with the importer 
directly. Why? Because a dozeu brokers 
have the power of control of the whole trade 
of the port of Yokohama, which they are now 
exploiting for their personal benefit. 


Mary expressions of surprise aro heard at 
the extent to which convict labour is availed 
of in Yokohama. Prisoners working in chain 
gangs, under the supervision of armed officials, 
may be seen watering the streets, working at 
drainage, &c.; and now they are employed to 
load and discharge cargo, coal, &c. There can 
be no objection to convict labour when it is 
not brought into competition with free labour ; 
but when this is the case, in a country like 
this where there is such a superabundance of 
workers that large numbers of them are com- 
pelled to toil more like beasts of burden than 
men, the introduction of convict labour is to 
be deprecated. This is a truth the govern- 
ment will do well to consider in all its bear- 
ings with the ulterior object of withdrawing 
the criminal classes from competition with 
those who are taxed to support them. 


Norwrrneranpine the unsettled and gloomy 
weather the Société Suisse de Tir held their 
second meeting on the rifle range on Monday. 
This was the first occasion upon which the 
committee had essayed the delicate and hazard- 
ous task of ‘‘ handicapping ” competitors, the 
result proving in a marked manner the know- 
ledge of the merits” of the respective shooters 
possessed by the handicappers, three gentle- 
men, Messrs. Doy, Beretta, and Murata scoring 
45, 46, and 47 respectively, reduced by the 
handicap to 36, 36, and 35; very close work. 
Mr. Beretta made the largest number of points, 
but the winners ranked in the order given 
with the exception of Mr. Dare who retired 
fo meke way for Mr, Mijoch, who thus 


secured the fifth prize. The following is the 
score of the winners. Twenty-eight gentle- 
men competed. 


Distance 500 yards. 


Handicap. “Points. Total. 
Mr. . 9 45 36 
Mr. ‘ 47 36 
Col. Murata... 46 35 
Mr. Feyerabend 43 35 
Mr. Mitoch......... 7 40 33 
Mr. see (D 42 33 


After the handicap, a match was got up of 
which Colonel Murata was the wiuner, scoring 
49 points out of a possible 50: and proving 
himself to be not only the best marksman in 
Japan but the equal of the best shots in the 
world. 


Mr. Kinapon requests us to correct a pas- 
sage in the article on reduction of ground 
rent in the issue of this paper of 6th instant. 
From what he says it appears we have made 
a slight mistake in facta, although not in 
principle. We stated that Mr. Kingdon 
undertook the cleansing of the streets single- 
handed, whereas apparently, from what he 
tells us, he only commenced in 1863 to clean 
the water frontage of the bund and hatoba 
from all the offensive garbage accumulated 
there, the expenses of which he defrayed out 
of his own pocket for six or eight months; 
all of which expenses were returned to him 
out of the ground rents before the end of 
the year by the governor of Kanagawa. His 
action was the basis of the scavenger corps, 
which was organized by an assessment on all 
the compounds and buildings in Yokohama; 
and strange to say, every person who rented 
premises of any kind, even to the smallest 
grog-shop, paid the quota assessed without 
demur. This scavenger corps became of 
such iraportance as to be the nucleus of the 
municipal council to which the government 
of Kanagawa returned a portion of ground 
rent for its maintenance. 

Our mistake, therefore, consisted in omit- 
ting reference to the scavenger corps. 


Tue Fuso-kan, Kongo-kan, Jingei-kan and 
Nisshin-kan will be started on the 9th inst. for 
Hakodate where they will ship coal, after 
which they will proceed to Awomori for the 
purposo‘of receiving his Majesty the Mikado 
who is to sail for the Hokkaido. 


Nakamura in Yenamigori, Yetchu, has 
been a noted place for lacquer ware from 
time immemorial, but recently the article 
produced there kas become very inferior to 
that of former times owing to the careless- 
ness of manufacturers and therefore this 
place is losing the fame it has so long enjoy- 


Regretting this, Messrs. Nakane Kane- 
kichi and Matsumoto Bunkichi proposed to 
establish a lacquer work manufacturing com- 


pany to 

and they ave succeeded in raising 4,600 
shares, 10 yen each, and arrangements are 
so far advanced that they are able to com- 
mence operations. They intend to send in 
an application to the local authoritics for a 
permit. They also intend to export their 
goods directly to foreign countries, upon 
getting such permission. 


Tae German brig Otto has been disposed of 
to a Japaneso firm by Mr. F. da Roza for tho 
eum of $8,500, and will be transferred on or 
about the 15th instant, 


ecu the best kind of wares, | ™@g® 


Baty Aeports. 


In H. B. M. Cover ror Japan. 


— 


Before Russert Roseerson, Eaq., Acting Judge. 
Tuesday, July 25th, 1881. 
Assorr vs. Coox and Cook vs. ABBOTT. — 


Mr. Hill appeared for Mr. Abbott and Me 
Lowder for Mr. Cook. 

After his Honour had read the decision 
some discussion took place as to the ques- 
tion of costs on which his Honour said be 
had a very strong opinion, but as both 
the counsel had rather long arguments 
to make, he would have to leave the final 
judgment to Mr. Russell Robertson, H. 
8. M. Consal and Assistant Jadge. His 
Hononr said his opinion on the question of 
costa was that the defendant ought to bear the 
coats of the original suit, and each party his 
own expenses in the reference. The referee's 
fees and court charges should be borne by 
both parties. 


JUDGMENT. 


I have gone over the evidence taken on the 
reference, and bearing upon the particalar 
points in the report to which objections have 
been raised, as well as the limited time at 
my disposal has enabled me to do, and I 
must confess that I entirely agree with the 
learned referee when he says that on most of 
these points, the evidence given has proved 
meagre and unsatisfactory. The referee has 
bad an arduous and difficult task to accom- 
plish, and in exercising the functions of a 
jury he has to come to conclusions in which, 
as the matter was put by the learned counsel 
for the plaintiff, the main question was ag 
to the veracity of the parties. Under these 
circumstances, and considering that the re- 
feree in the course of the long and ver 
numerous sittings that he held had very full 
opportunities of judging of the demeanor of 
the ies and their witnesses, I should be 
loath to disturb the conclasions at which he 
bas arrived, unless I were thoroughly satisfi- 
ed that those conclusions were not warranted 
by the evidence. I now proceed to consider 
briefly the points raised and the explanations 
that tho referee has given me with regard to 
them 

Mr. Hill for the plaintiff Abbott, objects: — 

1st.—That the referee had wrongly come 
to the conclusion that the promissory note, 
exhibit E, represented the balance of the 
north-west charter money, and that he had 
wrongly debited the plaintiff with the sam 
of $1,883. 

2nd.—That the plaintiff should have been 
credited with the sum of $914 demurrage 
moneys, alleged by him to have been 
paid over by him to the defendant. 
These two objections may, I think, be 
fairly taken together, because if the demur- 
moneys were paid over at all by the 
plaintiff to the defendant, they would pro- 
bably have been so paid ovor before the pro- 
missory note exhibit K, was given. Now the 
referee tells me that one of the principal 
reasons which induced him to find that the 
promissory note represented the balance of 
the north-west charter money, and not the 
whole of the ship’s monoya in the defendant's 
hands, as Mr. Hill argued, was that tho 
plaintiff himself in giving evidence before 
the referee said that “he took the promis- 
sory note on account of certain moneys due 
him from the defendant, and not for the 


whole of ship's moneys in defendants hands ;" 
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and that in his, the referee’s, opinion those] on this point, but find it in favour of the 


words of the plaintiff could not well apply | plaictiff. 


to any other moneys than those accraing 


6th. — That the Tennessee money was 


from the north-west charter, and it is to be| wrongly found to have been received by the 


observed that this finding of the referee is 
in accordance with the verdict of tho jury, 
at the hearing, to the effect that there had 
been no settlement of accounts between the 
parties during the joint ownership. I am 
therefore of opinion that the conclusions of 
the referee are reasonable on these two 
points. : 

3rd.—That the item of $480 for old cop- 
per was wrongly charged against his client, 
but the referee:holds strongly to his opinion 
on this point, and Mr. Hill himself admitted 
that his case here was not a very strong one. 
This item therefore mast stand. 

4th.—That the amount received by defen- 
dant on account of the sale of coals to the 
Russian ship Abreck should be debited to the 
defendant, as well as that received for the 
couls sold to the Askold. Mr. Lowder on the 
other hand arged that the referee should 
have decided wholly in the opposite way, 
and debited the defendant with the receipt 
of the Abreck moneys, in liou of thoso arising 
from the Askold. Mr. Lowder based that 
argament on the ground that the evidence 
of the defendant in regard to the Askold 
moneys was corroborated in a great degree 
by the evidence of the witness Beattie, 
the referee, however, is strongly of opinion 
that although the witness Bettie may have 
given his evidence quite honestly in this 


plaintiff. The referee, however, strongly ad- 
heres to his finding on this head. He points 
out that Mr. Hill’s arguments as to the bill 
and vouchers being made ont in the name of 
the defendant, and as to the defendant, about 
this time, being advertised as the agent for 
the sale of the coals, are to be met by 
the fact that bills for the coals were in the 
large majority of, if notin all, instances, made 
out in the name of Cook, that the advertise- 
ment as to Cook’s agency was inserted about 
this period, in consequence of the plaintiff 
having interfered in the sale of the coals, and 
lastly and mainly by the fact that the coals 
in queation were sold to the Tennessee, through 
Mr. Spooner the acknowledge agent of the 
plaintiff, whilst there is no evidence what- 
soever to trace the moneys into the defend- 
ant’s hands. Isee no reason for disturbing 
the referee's conclusions on this point. 

7th.—That article 6 of the charter party 
relating to pilotage fees, has been wrongly 
construed by the referee. Here, however, I 
entirely concar with the referee. 

8th.—That the referee has wrongly allowed 
or passed certain items in sheet C of the 
defendant's accounts. I have not been able 
to follow closely the argaments of the plain- 
tiff’s counsel upon this head, but I am tho- 
roughly satisfied with the referee’s explana- 
tions in regard to it. 

Mr. Gill lastly complains that in the 


matter, he mast have been labouring ander 
a mistake inasmuch as his description of 
the bag in which he states the dollars to 
have been carried, and the way in which that 
bag is alleged to have been secured, are 
utterly inconsistent with a possibility of ita 
having contained sach a large quantity of 
silver dollars, as those which accrued from 
the Askold sale. In this conclasion, I 
concur and think with the referee, that 
Mr. Beattie must have bad in his mind some 
other and much smaller gaanutity of dollars] 
than those in question. But assuming that 
Mr. Beattie’s evidence on this point is to be 
given no credit to, I mast confess that I do 
not see why the referee should not have 
found the A money question in favour 
of the plaintiff, as well as that of the Askold. 
In each case the defendant admits bis having 
received the money, and when he and his 
witness have together given, what the referee 
has in effect found to be, a highly improba- 
ble account of the manner in which the Askold 
moneys were handed over to the plaintiff. [do 
not see why the referee should have special- 
ly believed the defendant's uuncorroborated 
evidence in regard to the Abreck moneys. I do 
not therefore accept the referee’s conclusions 
on this point, bat am of opinion that it should 
be varied by finding in favour of the plaintiff, 
in the two instances alike. 

Sth.—That the plaintiff should not have 
been charged with the total of $616 as against 
the LO.U. of Mr. Noble. On this point I 
confess it appears to me that the defendant’s 
story as to his having advanced the money 
out of his own chest, and paid it over to the 
plaintiff, is highly improbable. It seems to 
me to be most unlikely, that if the defendant 
found that he could not at once obtain 
the money from Mr. Noble, he should then 


go to his own chest and discount the I. O. U.- 
for the benefit of the plaintiff. Surely under | 


accounts made up by the referee, his client is 
wrongly charged with $961. I did not un- 
derstand that Mr. Hill took this objection in 
coart, but the referee explains to me that in 
this account the difference between the 
amounts as admitted by the plaintiff himself, 
and the amount allowed by the referee is 
ouly $649, and that this is made up of two 
items of $319 and $330 respectively, which 
he has found against the plaintiff after very 
careful consideration, the first being in res- 
pect of cash for the crew of the Parme- 
nio, and the other being vouched for by the 
plaintiffs own receipt. 

Mr. Lowder for the defendant Cook ob- 
jected. 

1st.—That certain items of the account 
were barred by the statate of limitations 
and argued that joint owners of a ship 


the referee should, in taking the accounts 
have disregarded aud strack ont, those 
charges made by the plaintiff against the 
defendant, which were incurred more than 
six years ago. In this argument I do not 


follow what I conceive to be the clear mean- 
ing of Mr. Justice Lindley as expressed in 
Vol. I page 67 of his well-known work on 
Partnership. He there says :—‘ But where 
“a ship is employed by all the part owners 
“or by some of them, but not against the 
“ will of the others, they all share her gross 
“ earnings, and contribute to the expenses 
‘incurred in obtaining them, and ia such a 
\*‘oase there is little, if any, difference 
“ between the account which is taken between 
“ the part owners, and that which would be 
“taken if thoy were actually partners.” 
And although Mr. Lowder has argued that 
these words, must be taken as having re- 
ference only to the method of taking tho 


the circumstances it is much more likely that 
he would either have handed the I. O. U. 
over to the plaintiff, or retained it until he 
could have cashed it for their joint benefit. 
I do not thus accept the referee’s conclusion 


acoounte, and has cited certain authorities 
which he thinks support his arguments, I 
must adhere to my original view, and hold 
that the statute of limitations does not apply 
in this case. 


not being partners in the eye of the law, ; 


‘concur, and I consider myself bound to| 


2nd.—That the items 71, 136 and 188 were 
incurred for repairs of ship by the plaintiff 
without the authority- of defendant, and that 
as master he had no authority to bind the 
defendant in this matter. As I stated 
however at the hearing, I am olearly of 
opinion that the plaintiff could and did do so 
as managing owner, 

Srd.—That a eertain sum of $900 was 
wrongly charged against his client, in the 
final adjustment sheet, and as Mr. Hill ap- 
pears to admit that this is so, I must of 
course allow this claim. 

4th.—The Askold and Abreck matters I 
have already disposed of. 

5th.—That the sum of $9,000 odd on 
account of passage money and keep of two 
Chinese females had not been allowed against 
the plaintiff. The referee in the remarks 
annexed to this report observed that this 
claim was not seriously urged before him, 
and although Mr. Lowder donies this, and 
now asserts that he does most seriously urge 
it, I am not inclined to think that he is 
sanguine of success upon it. If the olaim 
had been originally bronght forward in a 
different form, and if it had only been for, and 
on account of the provisions supplied to these 
two females, I think the refereo might perhaps 
have thought it right to consider the matter 
more seriously, but the claim for 
money appears to me to be almost ludicrous 
under the circumstances, and there can be 
no doubt upon the evidence that the defen- 
dant was well aware of the presence of the 
women on board the Parmenio and tacitly 
ageed to it. Ithink then that the referee 
was right in disregarding the enormons 
claim brought forward on this head in 
toto, and I shall support his decision. 

On the whole I accept the referee’s conclu- 
sions, except in the matter of the Abreck and 
Ohristoforo Oolombo moneys which I think 
should be charged against the defendant. 
and the $900 error which must be expunged, 

There will be judgment for the plaintiff 
for such sum as the referee many, on & recast- 
ing of the adjustment sheet in accordance 
with the judgment I have just delivered, find 
to be due to the defendant, 


Thursday, August 4th, 1881. 


The court sat to-day to hear the argamenta 
1 of counsel with regard to costa. 

Mr. Lowder in the course of his arguments 
said that he had, on behalf of his client, made 
application repeatedly to have the accounts 
upon which the plaintiff Abbott based his 
claim; he had sent to Mr. Hill to request him 
to allow his, Mr. Lowder’s, messen to 
examine the accounts, but had been refused, 
and it remains to say whether the defendant 
being treated in this manner should be made 
to bear any of the costs of the reference or of 
the original trial. Mr. Lowder cited Roscoe’s 
admiralty rales, upon which, he said, the 
questions of costs would be decided. Ao- 
cording to these rules it is the duty of a 
master to furnish his co-partners with 
accounts before entering into any suit 
against them, failing which he would render 
himeelf liable to the whole costs of the 
suit if ono third of his claim were disal- 
lowed, but if one fourth were struck off, each 
party would bear his own costs; and in this 
case, out of a claim of $9,843.81 according to 
the revised final balance sheet of the referee, 
$3,164 is allowed, which sum is decidedly 
bral se iS Ben ae the costa should 

fore re 80 by the plaintiff 
Abbott. cd " 
This concluding Mr. |Lowder'’s arguments 
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Mr. Hill addressed the court. He said 
‘that Mr. Rennie on the last hearing, after 

iying his judgment, said he held a very 
Sooided opinion on the question of costs, 
and as he would communicate that opinion 
.to his Honour the acting judge, he was 
willing to mention them, which he did 
at the hearing. Mr. Hill farther said he 
was not aware that Mr. Rennie had leased 
his opinion on the question of costs on 
the admiralty rales, and he did not think that 
during any of the sittings Mr. Rennie had said 
80. to Mr. Lowder’s contention that the 
master was bound to lay accounts before his 
co-partners it was discussed and laid aside at 
the trial as having no bearing, the case 
. having already commenced. On the question 
of the defendant Cook being refused ac- 
counts, Mr. Hill denied that the accounts 
had been refased, he having given the 
defendant and his counsel notice that 
the accounts were at his, Mr. Hill’s, office 
. and could be seen there. It had also been 
proved at the trial that Abbott wrote after 
the wreok of the Parmenio to Cook, asking 
for asssistanee and money. Cook replied 
that he owed Abbott nothing, and had 
already lost money, and told bim to sell 
the ahip if he required anything. Abbott 
did.so, and came to Yokohama and asked 
Cook repeatedly to settle with him, which 
Cook refused to do, and denied his indebted- 
ness to Abbott. Mr. Hill thought if he had 
had more time he would have been able to 
obtain a more favourable balance for his 
client. The crogs-suit had, Mr. Hill thought, 
little or no merit. Mr. Lowder’s con- 
tention that if the accounts had been pro- 
duged before the trial, a settlement would 
have certainly been made, was not at all 
. probable, and indeed was most unlikely ; and 
besides it was open to the defendant before 
the trial to have examined the accounts, he 
having received notice that the accounts 
were in Mr. Hill’s*office. Mr. Hill also con- 
tended that several amounts in the reference 
. expenses, ially $600 for accountant’s 
fees ought to be equally borne by the 
parties. As the accounts would have had to 
be examined even if the parties had not 
come into court this item ought therefore to 
be divided, also several other expenses of 
smaller denomination ought for the same 
reason, to be divided, but the referee’s fees 
and the court fees should, as the case has 
gone against the defendant, be borne by him. 

Mr. Lowder said he understood Mr. Hill 
‘to have said that Mr. Rennie had not men- 
tioned that his opinion on the question of 
costs was based on the admiralty rules 
Such was not the case, however; Mr. Rennie 
having distinctly stated that he did follow 
‘them. On this point the jndge is left to 
decide by his own discretion guided by 
authorities, and in the ent case these 
authorities .which he Mr. Lowder, had 
cited would be found to bear directly 
upon this case. Mr. Lowder said that 
he wished to know the reason, and asked 
his Honour to observe that the plaintiff 
had only brought on the case a year after he 
had been wrecked; and even although it 
were true, as Mr. Hill had said, that Abbott 
had verbally asked Cook to settle, he only 
‘demanded 4 certain sum and not producing 
‘accounts Cook naturally refused to pay him 
anything. As for the statement made by 
Mr. Hill that the accounts were in his, Mr. 
Hill’s, office before the petition was filed, and 
that Cook had received notice that he could 
see them, it was the plaintiff's duty to furnish 
them. Mr. Lowder said he did not suppose 
his Hononr wonld see any cause to decide the 
question of costa by laws of equity, 


costa should be borne in the proportion of 
one-twelfth by plaintiff and eleven-twelftha 
by the defendant. The learned counsel dwells 
strongly on the alleged duty of the plaintiff 
to furnish accounts before suit, and contends 
that a mere invitation to inspect the accounts 
at the office of plaintiff's counsel, does not 
amount toa furnishing of accounts as re- 
quired. — 

Mr. Hill does not call in question the 
references to cases made by Mr. Lowder, but 
reats his arguments principally on the opinion 
expressed by Mr. Rennie on the conclasion 
of his judgment, that the costs of the original 
suit should be borne by the defendant Cook, 
and the costs of the reference suit should be 
divided equally between the litigants. He 
denies all cognizance of any expression by 
Mr. Rennie that the question of costs should 
be settled according to Admiralty practice. 
The learned counsel farther contends with 
regard to the division of the costs of the 
reference that there should be no such div- 
ision but that the defendant should in ad- 
dition to bearing the costs of the original 
suit, bear the entire costs of reference, and 
that half the amount of certain accountant’s 

ges incurred by his client anterior to 
the reference honk: be paid by the defen- 
dant. A saving of the expenses would, Mr. 
Hill contends, have been effected, had Mr. 
Lowder responded to his invitation to inapect 
the accounts at his, Mr. Hill’s, office. 

I feel myself precluded from reviewing the 
case, the costs of which now form the subject 
of this judgment, but I have to make the fol- 
lowing remarks on the points sabmitted to 
me on the 4th instant by counsel. Had 
the proceedings in this snit been in 
Admiralty, then the references made by Mr. 
Lowder might have had some weight with 
me. There is nothing, however to connect 
the ings with those in Admiralty, 
and Iam bound to say that Mr. Rennie in 
discussing with me the question of costs 
made no allusion whatever to Admiralt: 

ractice as guiding him in this matter. It 
is however due to Mr. Lowder to mention 
that the learned referee, Mr. Enslie, has a 
distinct recollection of Mr. Rennie’s mention 
of Admiralty practice, but even allowing that 
such practice is to prevail, I do not see how 
the learned counsel can explain away the 
words in Roscoe's Admiralty practice pa; 
218, that on a reference, and in the ease of 
master’s wages the costa must depend on the 
circumstances of each particular cage, and not 
on the general rule as to redaction by one third 
or by one fourth of the amount in dispute. I 
should perhaps have been inclined to give 
more consideration as bearing on this suit, 
to the case Newton vs. Taylor, Law Reports 
19, Equity 14, quoted by Mr. Lowder, had 
is not been for the strong expression of 
opinion communicated to me by Mr. Rennie 
to the same effect as uttered from the bench, 
and quoted correctly by Mr. Hill, namely, 
that the losing party should pay the costs 
of the original suit, and that the costa of the 
reference should be divided in equal pro- 
portion. I cannot possibly affect to dis- 
regard an opinion coming as it does from 
the judge who heard the case, and from 
one whose knowledge and experience consi- 
derably outweigh my own, and I therefore 
order that the costs of this cause by borne in 
the manner as snggested by Mr. Rennie, 
namely, the costs of the original suit by the 
defendant Cook, and the costs of the re- 
ference equally by the parties, 


(Signed) Russet. B. RoBertson. 
Augast 8th, 1881. 


but he, Mr. Lowder, would cite some authori- 
ties althongh his client’s case rested on the 
decision by the admiralty rules. 

His Honour said he would require to go 
over the whole of the case carefully before 
he could give judgment. 


Monday, August 8th, 1881. 


The final judgment in this cause was ren- 
dered to-day, the counsel for both parties 
being present. As will be seen His Honour 
the Acting Judge has adhered to the opinion 
on the question of costs, as expressed by 
Mr. Rennie. Mr. Hill after the judgment 
had been read mentioned that an error had 
been found in the referee's accounts, which 
would change the final balance sheet. 


JUDGMENT. 


In the matter of costa. 


Judgment in this case was delivered oh 
the 26th July, the question of costs bein 
reserved by consent. On the 4th inst. 
heard the arguments of counsel and now 
proceed to give judgment in the matter of 
coste in this suit. 


Mr. Lowder argues that the practice in 
Admiralty should govern the court in ite 
decision in this matter, and that although 
rale 262 of the rules of Procedure, Order 
in Council 1865, lays down that the costa of 
a suit and of each particular proceeding 
therein, are in the discretion of the court, 
yet such discretion is not to be held to mean 
one, that is subject to the governing rule or 
principle, but while a reasonable discretion 
18 left to the jadge, he should still be guided 
by some defined rule of practice as to costa, 
the practice to be applied in this particular 
case being, as the learned councel contends, 
that which prevails in Admiralty. It is also 
further submitted to me by Mr. Lowder that 
Mr. Judge Rennie stated that the question 
of costs in this suit should be determined on 
the basis of Admiralty practice, but Mr. Hill 
declares himself to be unaware that utter- 
ance was given to any such expression of 
opinion. 

Mr. Lowder has referred me to Pearce vs. 
Green 1, Jacob and Walker 135 Pritchard’s 
Digest 486. Fleur de Lis” Law Reports 
1 Admiralty 49; Roscoe’s Admiralty Law and 
Practice page 213. 

In the first mentioned case it appears that 
the managing owner of a privateer was con- 
demned to the costs of a suit for an account, 
he having neglected to render accounts. In 
the “Fleur de Lis” case, Dr. Lushington 
held that: ‘‘The master was bound by prac- 
“tice and justice to furnish accounts before, 
“ bringing his suit. He might have had the 
“amount claimed without suit, he is there- 
“ fore not entitled to his costs.” In Roscoe’s 
Admiralty Law and Practice page 218, it 
would appear that as a general rule if the 

laintiff’s claim is reduced by one third he 
fas to hear costs, if reduced by one fourth 
each party bears his own costs, bat this rule 
does not apply to the case of master’s wages ; 
see also 1 Pritchard's Digest 114, costa sec- 
tion 266. Mr. Lowder has also referred me 
to Newton v. Taylor, 19 Law Reports, Equity 
14. The object of such reference being that 
if the question of costs in the suit of Abbott 
ve. Cook, and the cross suit Cook vs. Abbott 
is not decided on the basis of Admiralty 
practice, then the case referred to is impor- 
tant as showing that costs should follow the 
respective interests of the parties in the sub- 
ject matter of the Newton vs, Taylor, that 
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Before KE. Zarrz, Esq., Consul, 
and 
Mésees. EZ. Banore and Bamr, Assessors. 
P. Gorscuow vs. H. E. Scantewmp. 


Mr. Weiller appeared for the plaintiff and 
Mr. H. Abrens for the defendant. 

This was an action to release an attachment 
on $3,000 levied upon the property of P. 
Gutschow & Co. of Yokobama, for the 
security of a judgment obtained by H. E. 
Schniewind against the firm of Gutechow 
& Co,, under tho following circumstances: 
On the 3lst of December 1878 H. E. 
Schniewind obtained a judgment against 
the firm of Qutschow & Co., for the 
sum of $3,000. Pinintiffs appealed, but 
pending the appeal, went into Hquidation, and 
the attachment was granted on the Sist May 
1879, to secure the judgment ; and.the meney 
was deposited in court. In the meantime 
however, the Appellate court of Stettin in 
another suit decided that the firm of F. 
Gnatechow'in Hamburg should be declared the 
sole proprietors of the firm of Gutschow & 
Coa,, in Fokchama, and that Paul Gutechow 
was not a member of the firm, and that the said 
Paul Gutechow should make tho necessary 
alteration in the register of firms in the I. Ger- 
man, Consular Conrt in Yokohama, Hence the 
plaintiff claimed in the present sait that he 
should not:have beea made the. defendant in 
the suivia whick Schuiowind was phiatiff, and 
that thé said Sthiiowind mast have. ressuree 
to the firm of F: Gutactiow & Co. in Hamburg, 
and that. the $3,000 attached jn the consalate 
a be. retarned to P. Gutachow. The 
court after Kearing the ition. and answer 
and giving it carefal consideration, pronounced 
judgment of which the following is a brief 
résumé. The conrt dismisses the application 
on the grounds, that the firm of Gutschow 
& Co. established here, was. possessed of pro- 
party independant of the firm at Hanrbarg, 
waving their own assets and liabilities. That 
Schniewiad had given. credit to the firm in 
Yekohama.. That the.contention between the 
firms af Hamburg aod Yokohania coald not 
affect the creditors here; of theft rights to 
the property of the firm. That the order to 
make the alteration in the register of. firms 
not having been obeyed, the creditors had no 
means of knowing that Paul Guatechow was 
not a member ‘of the firm, That the 
“ Retention Right” claimed by P. Gutechow 
could not be majntained, if such right exist- 
ed, it lay against F. Gutechow & Co. in 
Hamburg. The money in question was de- 


sited as security fora judgment obtained | 


y Schniewind against the firm bere. There- 
fore he hag an indisputable right to the same. 
The jadgment of the court is that plaintiff's 
motion. to release the attachment be dismissed 
and that the attached money be delivered to 
the defendant for whose benefit the attach- 
ment was originally made. Costs to be borne 
by the plaintiff. 


With rezard to the Hochung Lapwing colli- 
sion case, we learn that the plaintiffs in the 
original suit and the defendants in the cross 
action have determined to appeal to the Privy 
Council ; and leave to appeal will be imme- 
diately applied for in the Supreme Court 
here. To-day (29th July), two of the fore- 
most leaders of the Admiralty bar, at-home, 


have. been retained by telegram on behalf of 


the China Merchants’ Steam Navigatian 
Company.—Shangkai Courier. 


HIoGo. At the conclusion of the proceedings con- 
nected with the suit afiding out of thecolli- 
sion between H.M.8. Lapwing and the 

(Hiogo News.) C.M.8.N. Co.’s steamer Hochung, yesterday 


; ‘(July 28th), in H.M.’s Sapreme Court, Mr. 

Two stowaways were discovered on board) W. V. Drummond applied for permission for. 
the Nagoya-maru shortly after the veasel)Mr, Thomas Latham, barrister-at-law, to’ 
left Nagasaki on her Inst voyaye to Kobe. practise in that Court. R.A. Mowst, Eaq., 
The men claimed to be American citizens, | Acting Chief Justice, said he had great 
‘and on the steamer’s arrival on Sunday were! pleasure in admitting Mr. Latham, and said 
taken by the Japanese police to the Municipal | that as that gentleman had recently arrived. 
gaol, where they were naturally refused ad-| from Home, he supposed they wonld be now 
mission. The Japanese authorities then took | well supplied ‘vith the last authorities on 
charge of them for the night, and next day|everything. Mr. Latham briefly thanked His 
introduced them to the United States Consnl.| Lordship and hoped that he would be able to 
General Stahel objected to interfere with the| properly apply tho authorities he had referred 
men ; the Japanese declined to keep them in|to, Woe understand that Mr. Latham has 
custody any longer, and so they were released!come to Shanghai as Mr. Dramatond’s 
to shift for themselves as best they might. | partner. 


NAGASAKI. 


(BR. 8. and Nagasaki Express.) 


The principal cause.of the ususnal length 
of time occupied by the Mitsu Bishi Co’s 
schooner Awajishima Maru, on the voyage 
from Kobe to this port recently, was not 
difficult to discover, nor had it far to be 
sought after ; for upon beaching her at Inasa 
her bottom was found to be ina fearful state, 
considering the time thet had elapsed since 
docking, which, added to the strong. head 
currents sd aliost: inesssant calms that was 
experienced, the greatest matter for surprise 
is ig she succeeded in making the passage 
at all. 


—_— 


A fire is reported to have occurred on board 
the Mitsui Busan Ca.’s S.S. Hideyoshi Maru 
in Kuchinoten harbour. It was, however, 
confined to the vicinity of the lamp-room, 
where it commenced, but was not extinguish- 
ed before the majority of the lamps wero des- 
troyed. 

Fn 


SHANGHAT. 
(N.-C. Daily News.) 


It is rumoured that it is the intention of 
the China Merchants’ Company to appeal 
against the decision delivered on Thuraday 
by R. A. Mowat, Eaq., Acting Chief Justice 
of H. M.’s Supreme Court, in the Hochung 
Lapwing collision case. 


The European officers employed in the 
Canton Gunbodt Squadron have left the 
Chinese service, their engagements having 
expired, and the vessels will now be officered 
exclusively by Chinese. 


We have been asked to solicit the syinpathy 
of our readers on behalf of the crew of the! 
Annie 8. Hall, which vessel was wrecked 
near the Tai-chow Islands under circum- 
stances already reported in our columns. 
We are informed that: the men, who are now 
in Shanghai, lost all their clothing and 
personal offects, and that cast-off suits or 
spare clothing of any kind will be distributed 
among them if forwarded to the shipping offiee 
of the United States Consulate-Goneral, The 


case is a deserving ohe, and we have to 
daybt that our readers. will readily supply 
the articles asked for. 


(Shanghas Mercury.) 


The bodies of four native female passengers 
and six of the crew were washed ashore on 
the island on which the Aberdonian was 
wrecked, and baried by the inhabitanta 
Portions of the wreckage were found, in the 
joss-houses. A native jank, laden with 

‘cochow poles, was wrecked the samd night’; 
all hands but one wore lost. The native who 
was saved reports that throe foreigners. werp 
on board it. 


od 


- This morning at 5.30 ey 1st}, HL Mi 
ship Lapwing ateamed slowly down the river, 
homeward bound, her officers and .ctdw no 
doubt glad that their pnpleasant stay Hers is 
ended. On ing the two German guu- 
boats Wolf and: Iifis, which are anchored 
opposite the Old Dock, the crews of: thede 
two war vessels manued the rigging and gave 
three hearty cheers in true man-of-wat style, 
asan expression of the good-will and aym- 
pathy which exists between the British aud 
German navies. The Lapwing coaled at the 
Naval Yard, and proceeded on her voyage in 
the afternoon. ~ 


A Chinese Cotton Millis again projected. 
The promoters are looking' about for x site,in 
Hongkew. ‘The Yecent site is considered to 
be too dear. It has cost the presenbiowner, 
Taotai Sheng, about T'ls. 40,000. We should 
not be surprized if it were carried throngh 
this time. Some of the promoters are the 
same as of the former, and will pertiaps 
profit by their errors. : : 


eeeeneead oy 


The 8. V. Light Horse mustered to the 
number of 31 Inst night to form a gnard ‘of 
honour to Captain Keswick. They escorted 
him from the Ewo hong to the P. &.0O. Jetty. 
Captain Keswick passed through a line of 
the troopers, and at the end of the jatty eaid 
a few words of farewell to the treop, who . 
gave him a hearty cheer, as he stepped:on 
board the Dragon. 


te 


(Shanghat Courier) 

We reported on the 7th instant that Cheng- 
Tsao-ja, Customs Taotai at Tientsiu had been 
appointed by Imperial Decree to supersode H. 

. Chen Lan-pin, the present Chinese Minister 
to the United States, Spain and Peru, on tho 
expiration of that officer’s term of service. 
The newly appointed Minister was formerly 
Director of the Kiangnan Arsenal and’ is 
expected here shortly, en route for the United 


{States and the other countries to which he is 
accredited, 
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Dhigging. 
ARRIVALS. 


Jay 27, Brit. barq. Woodbine, F. Steel, 251, from 
lagazaki, July 12th, Coals, to J. E. Collyer & Co. 
Jaly 28, Jap. str. Kokonoye-Maru, Dithlefsen, 1,183, 

from Hakodate, Mails and General, to M. B. 8.8. 


Oo. 
Jaly 29, Brit. barq. James Wilson, Holmes, 325, 
from Newoastle, N.8.W., May 25th, Coals, to 
7 Walsh, pall & Co. 4 ea) 
, Jap. str. Sharvo-Maru, Kilgour, 800, 
eee! Maile and General, to M. B. 8. 8. Co. 
Aug. 1, Jap. str. Wakanowa-Varu, Christensen, 
eae from Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. 


A ee wen ship Poul Revere, Mullin, 1,739, from 
Hobe, Tes, to John Middleton. 

“i 1, Jap. str. Niigata-Maru, Wynn, 1,603, from 
ogenone via Kobe,-Maile-.and General, to M. B. 


ine: x str. Toyoshima-Maru, Hubbard, 598, 
from Hakodate, Mails and General, to M. B. 8. 8. 


Aug. 8, Brit. str. Agamemnon, J. Wilding, 1,685, 
from London, 10th Juve, via Hongkong, 28th July, 
General, to Butterfield & Swire. 

Aug. 8, Brit. str. Sunda, Reeves, 1,701, from Hong- 
Fong via Nagasaki, Mails and General, to P. & O. 


Ang. 4, Jap. str. Nagoya-Maru, Walker, 1,914. from 
Shanghai eb and ports, Mails and General, to M. B. 
. 8. Co: 


Aug. 4, Frob. str. Tanais, Drujon, 1,735, from Hong- 
kong, Mails and General, to M. M. Co. 
Aug. 4, Jap. str. Tokai-Maru, H ee from 
Mails and General, to M. B. 
Aag. 5, Brit. barq. Carstang, Yarnoll, so, Pat New- 
cnatle, cat 20th June, Coals, to Mollison 
erage str. City of Peking, Berry, 5,079, from 
kong, Mails and General, to PM. Co,’ 
Aag. 5, Jap. barg. Sumanoura- Maru, Spiegelta, 926, 
Nagasaki, Coals, to M. B. 8. 8.Co. : 
ane. Ger. sohr. Annie, Muller, 843, from Shang- 
hai, put in, in distress, General, to Grosser &o. 
Aug. 8, Am. ship Frank Pendleten, Nichols, 1,414, 
"from Cardiff, April 5th, Patent Fuel, to J. E. 
Collyer & Co. 
as a 11, Brit. str. Metapedia, Fowler, 1,450, from 
Tea, to Smith, Baker & Co. 
oe Jap. ot str. Genkai- Mary, Conner, 1,917, from 
nghai and ports, Mails and General, to M..B. 


ee AR et 


DEPARTURES. t 


daly 3%, Jap. ‘str. Hiroshima-Meru, Haswell, 1,870, 
for Shanghai: and parte, Mails and General, des- 
patohed by M.B.8.8.Co. 
July 28, -Brit. str, Belgic, Davison, 2,627, for San 
a rsa Mails and General, despatched by vu. 
& 


“July 28, Brit. str. Gaelic, Kidley, 2,704, for Houg- |. 


kong, Ma: 


Co. 
July 80, Brit. str. Metapedia, Fowler, 1,452, for 
General, despatebed by Smith. Baker & Co. 

July 81, Froh. str. Volga, Guirand, 1 602, for Hong- 
kong, Mails and General, despatchell by” M. M. Co. 

Ang, 1, Jap. str. Shinagawa-Maru, Walker, 908, for 

Hakodate, Mails and General, despatched by M. 
B. 8. 8. Co. 

A 1, Brit. ship Frank Carvill, Chapman, 1,484, for 

in Francisco, Ballast, despatched by M. M. Co. 

Aeg. 8, Ger. baiqg. Pei Ho, Lamcken, 
Burrard Inlet, Ballast, de-patched by l’. Bohm. 

Aug. 3, ar. str. Tokio-Maru, Swain, 2,119, for 
hangh ai and ports, Maile end General, des- 

patched by M. B. 8s. Co. 

Aug. 4, Freh. barq. Magellan, Landard, 480, for Bur- 
rard lulet, Ballast, despatched by Mollison, Fraser 
& Co. 

Aug. ¢ Am. barq. Florence Treat, Veaze, 769, for 
Burrard Iniet, Ballast, despatched hy Mollison, 
Fraser &Co. 

Aug. 3, Tap. str. Hiogo-Maru, Walker, 896, for 
Rekodste,, Mails and General, despatched by M. 
B. 8. 8. Co. 

Aug, 6, H. M. gas -boat Mosquito, Lieut. -Comd. Hon. 
Sandilands, 4-guns, 501 tons, 69 men, for Hakodate. 


1s aud General, despatched by O. & O. 


Aug. 5, Brit. Excelsior, Hutton, 664, for Bur- 
rards Inlet, jallast, despatched by Mollison, 
Fraser & Co. 


483, for’ 


Aug. 8, Jap. str. Wakanoura-Maru, Christensen, 


1,800, for Kobe, Mails and General, despatched by 
M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

Aug. 8, Jap. str. Kokonoye-Maru, Dithlefeen, 1,188, 
for Hakodate, Mails and General, despatched by 
M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

Aug. 8, Brit. str. Agamemnon, Wilding, 1,585, for 
Kobe, General, despatched by Butterfield & Swire. 

Aug. 9, Brit. str. Sunda, Reeves, 1,704, for Hong- 
kong via Nagasaki, Mails and General, despatched 
by P.& O. Co. 

Aug. 9, Jap. str. Sumida-Maru, Hubenet, 896, for 
pope malls and General, despatched by M. B. 


Aug. 9, Jap. ntr. Tsuruga-Maru, Steadman, 661, for | ports 


Hakodate, Mails and General, despatched by M. 
B. 8. 8. Co. 


Aug. 10, Jap. str. Nagoya-Maru, Walker, 1,914, for 


Shanghai and ports, Mails and General, des- 
patched by M. B. S. 8. Co. 
Aug. ll, Jap. str. Tokai-Marw, Hogg, 1,042, for 
Hiogo, Mails and Genera!, despatched by M. B. 
8. 8. Co. 


AR 


PASSENGERS. 
Per Brit. bargq. Woodbine, from Nagusaki :— 


Mosers. J. Mitchell and J..Thomas. 


str. Hiroshima-Maru, for Shanghai and 


Per Ba a 
I. H. Fushimi-no-Miya, Mr. and Mrs. 


ports : 
J. Luok and 3 children, Mrs. 8. Milton, Mrs. Wood- 
worth, 


Mise L. Martinel, Messrs. F. F. Street, 
Skidmore, J. Winokler, A. Bing, and 11 Japanese 


in cabin. 


Per Brit. str. Belgtc, for San Francisco :—Capt. 


Huntington (v.8.x.), Rev. Cha. Wood, Lieut.-Col. J. 


E. Longdon, Messrs. Frank Gerger, F. W. Damon, 
Jobn Benary, Ed. Wirth, Chs. Aynard, Geo. Bert- 
rand, Wm. MoGregor, E. Wilhelm, W.T. Brooke 
and A. 0. Bryer in cabin; 8 Europeans and 596 
Chinese in steerage. For Liverpool: Judge R. T. 
Rennie, Lieut. Buddioour (x.N.), and Lieut. Napier 
‘n.N ), in cabin. For London: Lieut. A. H. Anson 

2.8.) in cabin.. For Hamburg: Mr. Radolf Telge | sea 
in cabia. 

Per Brit. str. Gaelic, for Hongkong :—General 
Van Buren, U. 8. Consul-General, and Mr. F. E. 
pote General Agent P. M. 8. 8. Co. in China and 
Japa 

Per Jap. str. Kokonoye-Maru, from Hakodate :— 
Professor Brown, Mrs. Draper, Mr. Thompson, 
Capt. Fulda ; and 80 Japanese. 

or Jap. ste. Shario-Maru, from Hakodate :— 


Japanese in steerage. 

Per Brit. str. Metapedia, for Kobe :—Mesars. A. 
K, Noble, Crow and Billbrough in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Wakanoura-Maru, from Kobe:— 
Messrs. E. O. Kirey, Badge, Mablmann, Williams ; 
and 250 Japanese. 

Per Am. ship. Paul | Revere, . from Kobe :—Messrs. 
Adams and Bartell. 

Ver Freb: str. Volga, for Hongkong :—Messrs. 
Schaffer, Naubardt and Harris in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Néigate-Marw, from Hongkong via 
Kobe :—Mr. and Mrs. Marsh, Mr. Colenso, 2 Chinese 
and 70 Japanese. 

Per Jap. str. Toyoshima-Maru, from Hakodate :— 
100 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Brit. str. Agamemnon, from London via Hong- 
kong :—Mr. and Mrs. Vawdrey, Miss Towers and 
Master Towers ia cabin. 

Per Brit. str. Sunda, from Hongkong via Naga- 
saki:—Comd. Carief, 2.x. Mr. J. Stoddart and 
servant, Miss Linden, Miss Chaplin and Wang Wah 
Choon in cabin ; aud 6 Chinese on deck. 

Per Jap. str. Tokio-Maru, for Shanghai and ports : 
—Prince de Lisle, Baron B. Machin, Mrs. Croby, 
Mrs. J. Grigor and two children, Messrs. Guild, 

C. Cottell, G. H. Grant, A. ®. Rathbone, 
Cansit, Hill, Shoemaker, and 19 Japanese in 
cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Nagoya-Mar, from Shanghai and 

rts :—Messrs. W. Lang and servant, Kleinwort, 
Lehmann, Prichard, A. K. Noble, Dr. J. 8. Browne, 
and 7 Japanese in cabin; and 2 Europeans, + Chi- 
nese and 246 Japanese in steerage. For San Fran- 
cisco: Mra. 8. J. Holmes. 

Per Freh. str. Tanais, from Marseilles :— Messrs. 
Marmout, Okubo, Kawashima, Mizushine, Akabane, 
and Iwaga in cabin. From Naples: Messrs. Osake, 
Tonake, and Bogliacino in cabin. ¥rom Galles : 
Mr. Ed. Whitall in cabin. From Hongkong: 1 Chi- 
nese in steerage. 

Por Jap. str. Hiogo-Maru, for Hakodate :—Messrs. 
Milne, Dimock and Chamberlain. 

Per Am, str. City of Peking, from Hongkong :— 
Messrs, M. Brown, L. L. Bush, J. MacGregor and 


ane 6, Jap. str. Niigata-Maru, ‘on, 1,603, 
kong via Kobe, Mails ai General, md 
poised ed By Bs Bs B By Co, 


for|servant in cabin; and two in steerage. To San 
Francisco: Dr, and Mrs. Jessop in cabin j two Baro- 
pesns aud 885 Chinoes in steerage. 


Per Jap. str. Kekonoye-Maru, for Hakodate:—Miss 
Mokensie, Professor Brown and Capt. Falda in 

in. 

Per Jap. str. Niigata-Maru, for Hongkong via 
Kobe :—Mesars. F. 0. Spooner, E. C. Kirby, Ellis, F. 
8. Jacobs, Geo. Bayfield, J. J. Enslie; and 6 Japanese 
in cabin. 

Per Brit. utr. Sunda, for Hongkong via Naga 
eaki :—Mesers. J. Stoddart, J. Mitchell, and J°A ‘A. 
Figuerado in cabin; 56 Japanese and 6 Chinese in 


Per Brit. str. Agamemnon, for Kobe:—Mr. 
Thumend ; and 38 natives. 

Per Jap. str. Nagoya-Maru, for Shanghai and 
:—Dr. Roretz, Mrs. Maitland, Messrs. BR. W. 
Irwin, V. E. Braga, Taylor, 15 Japanese and 29 
Coreans in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Genkai-Meru, from Shanghai and. 
ports :—Lieut. Perry, v.8.N., Mra. Simpson and child, 
Mr. and Mrs. Lindholm and 2 children, Dr. and Mrs, 
Pfiffer and 3 children, Madame Lattikoff Mrs. 
Mangum, Mrs. Maitland, Messrs. F. J. Marshall, F. 
Colomb, D. Betsler, u.s.n., H.: M. Fleischer, A. 
Garnier, Schleishenger, Muhle, Cotteli, Helme, and 
18 Japanese in cabin ; and 5 European, 3 Chinese 
and. 240 Japanese in steerage. For San Francisco: 
For Liverpool: Mr. and Mrs. F. Major, Mr. Pono- 
mareff in cabin. - : 


~~ ESSeSeeeset e-- 
REPORTS. 


The German schooner Annie reports : :—Left Shang- 
hai July 2lgt,boand for Hiogo with 1,800 piculs 
general cargo. Experienced variable winds and mode- 
rate weather to Van Diemens Straits through which 


hard from E.N.E. and N.E. with a heavy swell from 
§.KE. and N.E.; took in all sail, ship labouring heavily 
and sprang jibboon ; at noon Bar. 29.85 wind and 
sea increasing; st midnight Bar. ea nonennoe 
sea and gale increasing; at 6 a.m. Pip rcbered yor 
ehifted to Bast again, noon Dard 

increasing ied with . cree hard 
cqualls during which we 


were unab 
thing whatever ; atternoon wind hauled 
at 10 p.m. wind shifted to Bast Ber. 29.60; at 8 
lst Aug. Bar. 29.22 ¢3 
this and 10 a.m. 
at 1llam. Barometer rising. 29.80 ; “at 
rating, four feet and half water in hold, 
strained herself considerably ; pce findi 
20|ship had drifted 240 miles to the East 
current still setting her East, bore for Yokohama, 
anckorage 


sea from the southward; shi 
causing abad leak; gale lasted 
12th. it was considered necessary 
and ship, to heave cargo overboard ; equator 
ih long. 27° weet, thirty days out; had south cast 
trade winds till the 15th May lat. 22°27’ long. 29°24’ 
W. when the wind became variable and weather 
heavy. On May: 27th. in let. 38° 8. long. ae 
had a, yery dangerous and heavy south-cact 

gent royal yards ob deck, ship behaved very 

during the night; on the 28th. shipped a heavy ay 
fore and aft which washed the man from the wheel, 


taking topmast staysail, and completely filling 
decks; on 29th, whilst wearing ship round shipped 
a heavy sea which washed the doors from. forehouse, 
and passing through: the galley swept away.cooking 
utensile, and washed adrift a water cask ; the. 2nd. 
and 8rd. officers were floated about the deck but 
fortunately not overboard; on the 30th. got light 
southerly and east winds; ‘spoke the following 
vessels: June lat. British ‘ship Edith Lorne from 
River Tees for Hobart Town, lat. 38°A8’ 8. long. 30°30’ 
E., on 2nd. the American barque Julia from Boston 
to Port Adelaide, 8rd. British barque Windward, 
London for China, also the ship Churchword London 
for 8ydney; 4th. British barque Golden Fleece, Lon- 
don to Adelaide; 5th. Knight of the Thistle London 
to Singapore; doubled the Cape of Good Hope June 
8th. aud came to at Anjer July 8th.; light south 
west winds up through the China sea; August 3rd. 
made Osaka light; during the same day passed 
through an immense quantity of drift wood covering 
6 or 7:miles, and so closely packed as to nearly hide 
the water, the logs were round and varied from 10 
to 18 feet in length; cast anchor onteide the ship- 
Bete tye, Sundsy evening, having made the pessagy 
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COMMERCIAL CIRCULAR. 
Yoxonama, Aveust llr, 1881. 
Showing Duties payable, Prices realized, Quotations, ahd Estimated Sales of Goods in Yokohama, for the period of 15 days from 
26th July 1881, to the Sth August 1881; inclusive, 


IMPORTS. 


A slight improvement in currency exchange has been established since the last mail, and a fair business in im has been done though yarn 
sales have not reached three-fifths of the quantity disposed of in the preceding period. Of the total of 3,010 a fair proportion is for arrival 
within fifteen to fifty days. A slight advance in price of certain qualities of yarn is observable, but quotations for other qualities show little if any change. 


YARNS.—Sales reported reach 3,010 Bales 5,585 Bales for the i iod ; a total for the year to date of 39,106 Balee— 
viz.: 22,968 Bales 16/24; 7,902 Bales 28/88 ; 1,382 38/43; 1,645 Bales Gocbied, ang £960 Eales Indfan qualities. 


SUGAR :—White weaker, Brown a little stronger. 
KEROSENE :—Sales at quotation but market weak at the close. 
183 Ibe. = 1 Picul. 100 Dollars Mexican = 811 Silver Boos. 


DUTY PAID. 


DUTY CALCULATED RSTIMATED SALES. 


(From 26th July to Sth August.) 


PRICES AT WHICH 
MEXICAN DOLLARS. SALES HAVE BEEN 
MADE. 


NOMINAL 
QuoTaTiIons. 


COTTON PIECE GOODS. 


Drills, American, 40 yds. 30 in. 14 lbs. ... ai ase 0.0241 P 10 yds. |$ PY po| $2.55 @ 3.50 — pieces. 

Prints, assorted, 24 5, 30., se une oe | 0.0841 145 @ 220 ,, | 1.00 @ 3.76 1,800 ie 

Satins (cotton) ee ye ee 0.0648 a) ¥ ya. toe om —_ ” 

ny ae 384, BD yp BEae cee nese, | 00881 oso 1.873@ 2.26 ee 178 @ 2.86 8,500 a 
is i BBR 4B Dy eae | (0.0881 2.18@ 245 4 | 212 @ 2.70 20,500 eg 
S 88 BB AO ae 0.0821 4 » 3.05 250 is 

T. Cloth, 82 in. 6 lbs. eae ees 0.0241 1.20 @ 1.60 — ri 

oe 7 ws seat) SGM Tanah a hene j i ee 1573——-_ 1.65 @ 1.75 1,600 ” 

Turkey Reds, %yds.30in. 121b.... ves a 2» 1.43 300 ” 

oma Hon 0m 2 @ HTD. oC » » |1062 @ 16% 4 uraen 2,900 os 
ees 4%", 9 ..—@38 lb. 1. | aes | 160 @ 3.20 Se 

Velvete (black) 35 5, 224, 1 se vee ee | (0.0848, 765 @ 8.70 ,, | 7.00 @ 8.70 40 Ss 

Victoria Lawns, 12 ,, 484, 0. 9. eee | 0.0821, 0.684@ 0.73 » | 0.60 @ 0.80 6,200 ss 

Cotton Italians, 85 ,, 324, 0. ue eae | 00843, ~P yd.| 0.10 @ 0.15 —— a 

COTION YARN. ‘ 

Nos. 16@ 2 reversed eee pe. — bales 
» 166% a 23.50 @ 33.10 ,, | ——— 3,050 2 
» 2 @ 88 “ 83.00 @ 35.75 ,, alee 445 vs 
» 88@ 43 he a 88.00 @ 89.25 ,, ator 210 Z 
» 33 doubled oes Ae 87.50——_ —_- “0 ” 
ae ae coamed sts ” ——- —_— » 
» 2 bes SOLD | }1.6077 9p pical. — es ee 
100 “ ‘ ji : i ss — — ra 

Indian No. 10 a i. ” — _ ” 
» oo 1 peas f ‘ » —_— _ ” 
ay hale fe : 28.50 g 29.75 3 oe 3 OCU” 

ee (20 Abn, ies peat Sate tee 29.25 @ 29.60 ,, —_—— 230 St 
WOOLLENS AND MIX1 URES. 

Alpaca, 40 yds.88in.. 9. i, este | 0.0865 9D 10 ys. — 
= a 6 ibs. (79 voariet 20 green propa. Be 1.6077 P picul. | 0. 1,700 pairs. 
” » Sibe. Black 00 eae 0.85 ie 2,900 » 

Cloth, ail ool, @ 64 Ihe. es 0.0965 Y 10 yds. —— Wy 9.80 g 160 pees : 
oe Probionte, 640 rae 0.8915 under 55 in. to —— 7 | 060 @ 0.70 =e 

Union, 54 @ 56 0.4019 exceeding 56 in, = 0.35 @ 0.60 — 

Italian Cloth, 82in.... ss in width # ae —— 7 | 025 @ 040 or 

Mouseelines de Laine & stripes), 0.0965) 10 yds. | 0.153 @ 0.16 4, | 0.16¢@ 0.194 
Sic ct gs (Rared) 0 } 0.0965 ,, i pba » | 0.25 @ 0.40 — 

SUGAR. 

White, Jimpah, No.1 , hee Zach 
 Kokfah, 3, 800 ene aes, | $0.8816 pica. Stock 9,000 piculs. 
»  Kungfun, ,, 4 eee oon oe eee eo 

oe we 84,000 pioula 

Brown, ona, bags oe oe ane ase {oa 0.1286 5, »» $3,000 ,, 

» Amoy.. ws oT a arty eer) No stock. 
METALS &. 

Iron, Flat and Round Sebastes: Hesse am ues anaes 0.0965 ‘P picul. ge 
» as ted Nail-rods, (assorted) wg wae ses oa g 2.60 

Lead, Pig than Sa Ns Bee ST ES  oseerai gs os — 5.80 @ 6.00 

Wer ww eee S Sac ap @ 285 
—— ¥ box} 480 @ 5.00 | . 
‘ ——-Pease| 1.95 @ 2.00 | Stock 245,000 onses. 

Baw Cotton 1. ote ote teste awe | 0019 pic. —— pol. 10.00 @ 16.00 © Nostock 
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STAPLE HXPORTS. 


TEA.—A fair amount of business has been done during the interval since the departure of Inst American mail at prices somewhat fluctuating, but 
the tendemey Yee been decid downward for grades ranging from Good Medium and under. The better grades are for the present but little shown 
and native merchants appdrently imagine they can establish a rise on current rates by adopting this line of policy, but qui enough bigh-oe teas 
have besa shipped this seacon to supply the demand on the Americas vearket for fine teas aad holders will have to submit to a sharp ‘ine if they 
w induce business. : 

Settlements to date for this and Kobe amount to same 158,000 piculs against 176,000 piculs same date last season, but at present moment stocks in 
native dealers’ hands are ample and should they show any inclination to meet buyers’ ideas in accordance with the present state of the American tea 
market the deficiency in export would speedily disappear. 


SILK.—During the first part of the period under review the market reuiained quiet and small transactions in hanks took place at a decline of 
fully 20 dollars per picul from last quotations. Latterly there is more demand for good medium and best silk and Rrices have again advanced and close 
fii ae’ ender. Nothing hes been ‘done’ in Sinsbius an account of the high pretensions of holders. There has a fair inquiry for Filatures and 
patodis have ‘been sold at $660 to $690. ei 

- ‘LA few good and Kakedas have found buyers at $620 to $640. 


Settlements are seks Sie oy ara see 800 Bales. 
» ilatares a: i BS eau erase .ae6) 1 
Sendaiand Hamateki.. 0 ce ce ce ef Stock 180 bales, 
as: Kakedas ... 01. see oe Roar iesais Wan Cass — i» 
Total «. 440 Bales. 
Z Toran Mxrogr FrRoM Jat Jupy ro Dars. 1880-81. 1881-83 
Voondon spe) seer 5s see tener Siee. | Sea Ree eee case Cees 826 Bales. 666 Bales. 
France and Italy seid Giveeip’ Mgasey 9 eee Pantone atuanye Suacim, Paths 4 tess 353s, 739 
Pinjted States uy oot BI 187, 
1,048 Bales. 1,442 Bales. 
eee 
DESCRIPTION. PRICES PER PICUL. REMARKS. 
SILK :— 
Mayebashi;14 @ 2 Hanks .,. eee one pes ay ee, $590 to — per picul. 
» 3 ” ve ase wee vee os one 575 to 580 ” 
» «2 ” ae ee Tr 560 to 560 ” 
‘a 8 and lower ,,, aes _ ats see 600 to 535 ” 
Kakedas ; Good ay) ae oe sie “ase at —- to — » 
Filatures; Best ave pes eee a eos oe ose 690 to 700 i 
” Good on oe oe oy tee 660 to 680 ” 
Hamatski eee ee oes sii Po ee 660 to 680 ms 
Sendai and Oshiu ae ve Ee és ie - to — ” 
TEA s— 
Common... nee tee a ree | $11.00 and under. 
Good Common ... eee ise see a a wee§ $12.00 to $1400 
Medium ... oy oe on oe oe oo eee. $16.00 to $20.00 
Good Medium ... a fy $21.00 to $24.00 Grades from Good Medium downward elose weak. 
Fine one oy on oo wee oy $26.00 to $30.00 ; 
Finest oe eae aa bee sae? ae we on $31.00 to $84.00 
Choice ... Oe ae Gs ads _ See abe ie $86.00 and upwards. 


EXCHANGE. 


The very small amount of private r has caused rates to remain low. The demand for bank yr, though far in excess of private paper, 
bas been comparatively small. Silver is quoted S18. ea: cl cs ‘ 


On Loxpox.—Bank 


“le diac. 
mo” lo. noon 
ee ey Credits 
oo do. 
»  Panis.—Bank. 
» ” Credit 
» SHANGHAI,—Bank 
* o Private 


Kinsaten, 1643 per $100 


eee 
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NTENTS. —do not take kindly to railways; they are 
ae —— age: $ ummar q. too conservative in their ideas to appreciate 
Semmary nee ose cee see cee ee nae ee —o-— anything connected with Western civiliza- 
a, w. w  -  9 |e has ane wos eted Angee ti, {t2t- Him depen, eng bro ot 
erosene Oil... we eee 90 igus :| liberal-minded aa they might be in matters 
Miscellaneous Articles :— ; for tranamission per P. M. S. 8. City relating to tuade and commerce ; bat having 
a a0 pe Hee ee i 91 |of Peking vid San Francisco. The following ederaraeyely br Pain GF elsed negtecork 
‘a Bor ent Jeb “+ cy ne ae s+ 98° / mails have since been received :— and are inclined to continue the experi- 

P. & 0. 8. Malacea, London July 1, arr. Aug. 15 | ment. 


Col. Gordon in Central Africa ... 
Sketches in Shanghai... ... . 
Reporte — 
o U.S.8. Alert’s Explorations... ... ... 
Ceareepandence — 
«T.W.” to the Nicht Nichi Shinbyn and 
that paper's comments thereon ... ... 98 


O. & O. S. Oceanic, San Fran. July 28, ,, ,, 15 
M. M.S. Volga, Marseilles July 10, » » 2 


And the following have been despatched :— 
P.M. S. City of Peking, San Francisco ...... Aug. 13 


M. M. 8. Mensaleh, Marseilles 
P. & O. S. Malacca, London ... 


A CORRESPONDENT signing himself “'T.W.” 
who recently addressed some ably written let- 
ters to the Hoonomist on the currency of Japan, 
has contributed a communication on the 
same subject to the Nichi Nichi Shinbun. We 
give a transtation of it in another column as 


Drums, Nuisances » * 
Doge, Dogs well as the commencement of onr native con- 
Tht Rea aie temporary’s comments thereon. They con- 
Newspaper Profanity ... ... Tae position of the foreign press with| tain matter of much interest and importance 
How to utilise the Rneroid... r dant and we therefore commend them to the at- 


respect to the aecunee government has been 
rather warmly discussed during the past 
‘fortnight. There appears to be a rooted idea, 
in the minds of some who onght to know 
better, that the latter both hate and fear the 
former. The Japan Mail, who evidently 
shares this belief and who has become noto- 
tious for his anti-foreign bias has re-echoed 
the views of the dormant Tokio Times so far 
as to recommend that every paper except 
itself ought to be either licensed or sup- 
pressed. This subject is freely discussed 
elsewhere. 


Two of our contemporaries have been wag- 
ing a fierce strife as to how many papers may 
or may not exist here. In the midst of this 
unseemly discussion, in which personalities 
were rather too freely exchanged, a new 
candidate for public favor sprang into ex- 
istence. The young aspirant is styled O 
Argus Jornal Litterario @ Noticiozo; it is 
printed in Portugese and is to be devoted to 
the interests of that community. We wish 
it success. 

As a general rule the settlement is fairly 
free from robberies, petty thefts, &o. Daring 
the past week however, we have been called 
upon to record one or two instances of ob- 
tuseness on the score of meum and tuum. 
This has naturally led to some close enquiries 
respecting our noble army of police, parti- 
cularly as regards pay, vigilance, &c. Their 
salaries, as we have endeavoured to show in 


tention of our readers. 


Durina the laat few days there has been 
considerable interruption in the telegraphic 
communication between this country, China, 
Europe and America; but the Company—to 
their credit be it eaid—bave been most 
prompt, energetic and fairly successful in 
their endeavours to repair the damages which 
their cables have sustained. 


Tue Japanese are becoming provident: in 
their habits. Life insurance is evidently the 
order of the day amongst them. The Meiji 
Seimei Hoken Kwaisha (Life Assarance Co.) 
has recently been established, and during the 
first month of its existence upwards of three 
hundred persons applied for and obtained 
policies to the amount of 200.000 yen, the 
premiums on which amount to somewhere 
about 6,000 yen. Not bad beginning this. 
If it only keeps up the association will soon 
become a very flourishing concern. 

Exsgwarre will be found a translation of 
some regulations published by the Japanese 
government on the storage and sale of kero- 
sine which have caused feelings of something 
more than surprise in this settlement. 


A TELEGRAM has been received announcing 
the approaching return of Sir Harry Parkes. 
The intelligence has given great satisfaction 
to foreign residents generally, amongst whom 
is deservedly popular. A proposition has 


Occasional Notes :— 

Murder of Chinese in Peru; “An Fadian 
Merchant” on “ Opium Traffic”; Baro- 
metrical experiments; Japanese Life 
Insurance Company ; The dog nuisance ; 
Proposed new bank ; The Kamaishi iron 
mines; Notice of “ Fourteen Months in 
Canton”; The Shanghai Quis ; 
new railway ; Rearing of cattle in Waka- 

ma-ken; Sanitary matters in the set- 
foment ; Railway traffic return; The 
Times’ Shanghai correspondent on treat- 
ies; Mixed Court in Shanghai; Sir 
Stafford Northcote on the Newspaper 
Press; Mr. Mayeda’s application for a 
railway in the Hokurikudo; Robberies 
and the police; Another “ Richmond in 
the field’ ; Bricks without straw ; Direct 
trade scheme ; abolition of the Kaitaku- 
shi; Dr. Faulds and the Japan Mail; 
The proposed ‘monster bank”; The 
Hongkong Telegraph’s gratuitous task; 
“A kingdom for sale”; What is “ an- 
nexation ”? ; A word for King Kalakaua ; 
Affirmation v. oath-taking; Expenses of 
Japanese diplomatic and consular repre- 
sentation ; Dr. G. A. von Kléden on the 
Loochoo island; Convulsions in the 
journalistic world of Yokohama; Popu- 

tion of Japan; The Argus on Portu- 
gore consular service; The Argus and 

e Japan Mail ; Gambling and Gambling 
Houses ; Notice of translation into Js - 
ese of Mr. Mongredien’s essay on ‘‘ 
Trade and the English Commerce” ; 


The new steamship company ; 
return of Mr. House; Robbery 
at Miyanoshita ; pepereare of Mr. Ishi- 


bashi from Tokio; Death of Mr. James 


Law Repo: pa DipoeTiomooutirs (cre a3, 108-108 another column, are insufficient to secure | been made to give him a publi reception on 
his arrival here. 


efficiency or even honesty in the performance 
of duty. 

| Forgtaw residente—if there be any here— 
who are old enough to remember the railway 


H. B. M. Court for Japan,— 
Ah Ping v. R. Thomson ... ... 0... ... 112 
Regulations for the Storage and Control of 
Kerosene Oil os. ose oan ee nse one LIB 
Silk Shippers from Yokoham Season 


His Imperial Majesty the Mikado is still 
continuing hie tour through distant parts of 
his dominions. 


, 1880-81 mania at home in the years 1846-7 are not|/ Tue newly established Portugese journal 
eer teewe unlikely to witness a modified counterpart of | before a to, does not hesi tate ® speak 
Exchange =... it in this country before many years are over. | its mind very freely concerning the unsstis- 

The native journals report the commencement factory condition of the Portugese diplomatic 
DIED. of two or three schemes and we have every |and consular service, and of the consummate 


reason to believe that there are many others 
in embryo. The Chinese—if we may take 
the fate of the Woo Sung line as a sample 


indifference displayed by that government 
towards the interest and welfare of ita sub- 


At Hongkong, James Exuis, late Chief Engincer 
jects resident’in this part of the world. 


of the M. 8. 8. Co.'s service, aged 69 years 
(By telegram.) ; 
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Herding Articles. 


THE FOREIGN PRESS. 


O* December 6th, 1879, the okio Times 

referred to the freedom of the foreign 
press of Japan and suggested that as the 
Japanese government had the power to stop 
the passage of English newspapers through 
the post, and farther to exercise their un- 
doubted right of consorship and prohibition 
of unlicensed publication, they should employ 
the forces at their disposal to gag the Jupan 
Herald and Japan Gazette, two journals 
specially mentioned as most obnoxious 
to all those who see in independence of 
thought, freedom of speech, and a resolute 
determination to expose trickery and 
oppression, the chief obstacles to their per- 
sonal advantage; such newspapers being the 
natoral enemies of those who would sacrifice 
the mass for the profit of a few individuals 
whose transactions can never bear the light, 
or succeed when brought before the bar of 
public opinion. What the Tokio Times, was ; 
the clique of which it was the unprincipled be- 
canse paid month-piece ; its policy of creating 
dissension and ill-will between japanese and 
foreigner ; and its envenomed hatred of every- 
thing honourably directed to the public good, 
are matters within the cognizance of all those 
who take the least interest in the efforts of 
this small community to arrive at a good 
understanding with the nation, and to 
cooperate cena with the people for the 
common good. But the attitude of the Japan 
Mail is inexplicable. Only a fow months ago 
its proprietor declared he was thoroughly 
independent, using that term in the sense of 
being unsubsidized, or improperly inflaenced 
by pecuniary or other venal conditions. Thia 
most unnecessary disclaimer has been followed 
by a series of notes and articles remarkable 
only for indecision and anti-foreign bias, the 
climax being reached in a note which re- 
echoes the opinion and assertions of the Tokio 
Times, namely, that every foreign newspaper, 
with the exception of the Japan Mail, ought 
to be either licensed or suppressed. 

The arguments with which a conclusion 
so disgraceful to its author is supported, 
have been ably dealt with and disposed of 
by a contemporary in its issne of the 9th 
instant. What we have now to’ say is sup- 
plementary though not withont importance. 

There is a certain class in Japan con- 
sisting of hangers on of the government ; 
persons formerly in official service, who, their 
nominal offices abolished, still cling to the 
skirts of that influence which was 
to enrich them at the expense of the com- 
munity. In the days of darkness, when 
monopolies flonrished, and the government, 
consequent upon the acte of numerous subor- 
dinates, had become a large trading company, 
the rings and cliques were in high feather. 
The commerce of Japan was to be exploit- 
ed solely for their benefit, Large commer- 
cial transactions were to be entered into 
by thom with money borrowed from the 
treasury of a country owing a heavy debt 
to its people which it was quite unable to 
liquidate. When losses arose or profits 
were realised, who bore the former, and 
who reosived the latter? Direct traders 
sprung up like mushrooms for the express 
pu of carrying on a three-cornered 
exchange of currency into specie, and whose 
very existence depended upon the ignorance 
of the people regarding the nature and trae 
character of their proceedings. The same 
hands, the same influences, were traceable 


throughont. This false trade was no 
natural national movement. It was, like 
other things in Japan, held up for an example 
and encouragement to the very ple who 
were being ruined by its effects. The handful 
of people who had thus gained ascendancy 
thought they had nothing to fear from 
foreigners, whose commercial competition 
among themselves effectually precluded unity 
of action, or from their countrymen, whom a 
long course of intimidation had effectually 
cowed. And they were right. They would 
at this day be masters of the situation were it 
not for a power they affected to despise and 
which they have since learned to fear. A por- 
tion of the foreign press from the first opposed 
a bold and resolute front to the abuses of the 
time. Articles more or less direct in their 
charges and sound in argument eventually 
attracted the attention of even the highest 
ministers of state, and led to inquiries cul- 
minating in reform eminently distasteful to 
the gang of monopolists who, to forward 
their own selfish objects, had no hesitation 
in holding up the foreign merchant as the 
primary cause of all the evils which affect 
this country, and as an object at once dan- 
gerous and hateful. How to enlist the 
foreign press, or rather one portion of it, 
on their side was a problem they could not 
solve though measures were \resorted to 
which in a less venal country would be atyled 
corrupt, but without success; they therefore 
seek the suppression of those obnoxious 
journals which have laboured honestly and 
‘aithfally for the interests of the general 
people, and in stern opposition to the people’s 
natural foes, the monopolists and official 
traders; and in 1881, a British subject is 
found to recommend action towards the press 
which, if taken, would render the government 
ridiculous in the eyes of Europe and America, 
and do irreparable injury to their cause. 


Happily, however, we know quite as much 
as the Japan Mail of the opinions held by 
the leading ministers of the empire on the 
tone of the foreign press. Its boldness often 
strikes them with surprise, but not with 
displeasure. They have no complaint to 
make about outspoken criticism, provided it 
be fair and justifiable. They infinitely prefer 
to take a hint from a newspaper than from 
a foreign minister in his official capacity ; 
and no interference with the freedom of the 
foreign press is even thought of, much 
less contemplated. The people, on the 
other hand, owe a debt of gratitude to 
those journals which have supported their 
cause; which have advocated the develop- 
ment of production ; extension of commerce ; 
the abolition of all monopolies; a free coast 
service ; unrestricted intercourse with foreign 
merchants; increased revenue and reduced 
expenditure ; and that reform which must be 
adopted eventually to restore the finances to 
a sound footing. In advocating the canse of 
commerce we have advocated the emancipa- 
tion of the people, and the incalcation of 
higher principles and truer incentives to 
industry than any that ever existed under 
the mildest feudalism of the most benevolent 
lord. The labour is bearing its good fruits ; 
yet it has remained for the Japan Mail which, 
during the last four exciting years has done 
nothing not directly or indirectly prejudical 
to the cause of commerce and the interests of 
the body of natives and foreigners, to 
argue upon what we are to infer is ita 
own infamous conduct during the Satsuma 
rebellion, for the suppression of those journals 
which have consistently adhered to a policy 
the Japan Mail either does not understand 
or is incompetent to appreciate.—Aug. 13, 


KBPROSENE OIL. 


HE notification issued by the prime 
minister on the 18th instant, setting 
out sundry regulations for the sale of kero- 
sene oil, has created much surprise in the 
foreign settlement. The notification was 
inserted in the native papers on the 14th 
instant, but in spite of the care with which 
these papers are usually examined, it escaped 
our attention until a translation appeared in 
the Japan Herald of the 16th instant. 

The only points in this notification with 
which the public is concerned, are, that no 
oil which flashes below 120° Fahrenheit can 
be used for lamp purposes, and that the 
regulations will come into force on the Ist of 
January next. The kerosene oil trade 
in 1873 or 1874. Prior to that date, the 
only method of lighting the poorer Japanese 
possessed was a small dish of bean or rape 
seed oil totally inadequate for any other 
purpose than to make darkness visible. With 
the introduction of kerosene sufficient good 
light to enable the artisan to add many hours 
to his day’s labour was obtainable at so 
small a cost as to be inappreciable in com- 
parison with the benefit derived from its 
use. The demand rapidly increased; and 
importation rose in amount from a A ieee 
sum of $300,000 in 1874, to $2,200,000 in 
1879, and this notwithstanding a consider- 
able fall in value. The business has been 
carried on during these years without any 
protest or objection on the part of the go- 
vernment as to the quality of the oil, or ex- 
pressed wish that a test should be applied to 
it. At the present moment the stocks in the 
hands of importers and native dealers, toge- 
ther with the quantity on the way, are not 
far short of one million cases of the value of 
about $2,000,000; and part of this oil, 
several cargoes, cannat arrive before March 
next. Respectable merchants engaged in 
the trade have found the only marketable 
oil is that which bears the test of 100° to 
110° burning point. The legal standard for 
kerosene in England is 100°; the United 
States standard is from 100° to 110° in 
different states, 100° being the lowest test of 
the trade in New York; and oil that supporta 
the latter test is perfectly safe when ‘used in 
properly constructed lamps, and with the 
ordinary precautions which should be taken 
in handling sach a substance. Kerosene bear- 
ing the brand of a respectable refiner, is 
certain to be free from adulteration. 

The position in which importers will find 
themselves consequent upon the notification, is 
that their stocks, imported*on the faith of a 
lawful trade with Japan, will be virtually un- 
saleable, a state of things we have reason to 
believe the government never contemplated 
as an effect of their notification. The right 
of the government to make whatever laws 
they think fit for their own coun 
ia not in question; but that the notifica- 
tion regarding kerosene is directly in- 
jarious to importers who have carried on 
the trade in good faith is not open to dispute. 
It involves an infringement of the conditions 
of the commercial treaties, as grave as though 
the government had declared that only a 
certain quality of cotton yarn should be 
used by the people, or that certain imported 
goods should not be used at all. The 
provides that, subject to the payment of 
custom's duties, “ Americans may freely bay 
“from Japanese, and sell to them, any arti- 
“eles that either may have for sale, . 
“and all classes of the Japanese may pur- 
“ chase, sell, keep or use, any articles sore to 
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“them by the Americans.” This stipulation 
is repeated in all other treaties, and is ex- 
| ears in even stronger terms in the Austria- 

angary treaty signed in 1869, whioh 
provides that “Austro-Hungarian citizens 
shall be at fall liberty to import from their 
“own or any other ports, and sell, at each of 
“the open porta of Japan, all manner of 
“ merchandise not contraband.” (Sec. VIII.) 
“ All Japanese shall be at liberty to buy avy 
“ articles in the open ports 
“of Japan without’ the intervention of 
“any Japanese officer, and they may either 


“keep or use the articles which they have 
“thus bought, or resell them.” (Sec. 
XIIL) 


There is no intention to strain these or any 
other treaty stipulations into a denial of the 
right of the goveroment to prohibit the 
importation of dangerous articles; but if 
the conditions have any meaning at all 
it is clear all articles of merchandize not 
contraband, may be imported and sold in 
Japan, the buyers being guaranteed from 
molestation in the use of them. Kerosene 
has been imported in large quantities for 
nine years past without any demur on the 
part of the government. The quality brought 
here has been uniformly , and is that 
which would be accepted by any other nation, 
the Australian colonies being the solitary 
exception. Large quantities are imported into 
India and Java, both countries having warmer 
climates than Japan enjoys, without hin- 
drance by the governments. The refining 
process is performed by men whose experience 
teaches them the proper measure of safety. It 
is stored in immense quantities in New York 
and Philadelphia and other large cities. With 
every shipment the exporter sends his certi- 
ficate of baraitig test. Upon these grounds 
we rest the assertion that importers have 
acquired a prescriptive right to import kero- 
sene of a lower test than 120° burning point ; 
and that in doing so they have infringed no 
rule of modern commerce, or of that contem- 
plated by this government when the treaties 
were signed: and they are early entitled to 
demand that any cartailment of this right 
shall be by consent of the powers having com- 
mercial treaties with Japan.’ If these rights 
are ignored, his excellency Inouye, minister 
for foreign affairs, will perceive that an 
abridgment of the trading privileges conferred 
by the treaties may take place at any moment 
by an independent act of the government 
declaring certain commodities to be contra- 
band, a position the minister will scarcely be 
disposed to defend. 

This is neither the'place nor time to com- 
plicate the question at issue with consider- 
ations of the reasons which induced the 
government to issue the notification, but 
wo may refer briefly to the contradic- 


to: character of governmental action 
wi to kerosene oil and silk- 
eggs. representations were made 
reapecting the injurious influence the 


export of silk-eggs upon the silk in- 
dustry of this country, aad the government 
were implored either to prohibit exporta- 
tion altogether, or impose an inland ar of 
three to five dollars per card, the memorialists 
were informed that any such action would 
be contrary to the spirit of the treaties of 
commerce. The only nation that would 
ventaro to complain of the suspension of the 
silk-egg trade, is Italy, anda reply to the 
effect that the Japanese government had 
only exercised a wise discretion in stopping 
an export which protected Italian silk pro- 
dacers at the expense of the Japanese, would 
certainly have been considered reasonable, 


and would have been pir fora by other 
powers. The total trade of Italy with Japan, 
exclusive of silk eggs, is not worth more 
than $200,000 annually: yet Italy is entitled 
to every consideration under the treaty which 
Japan can accord to her. Kerosene is an 
American product, and the principal import 
from the United States. The value of Japa- 
nese trade with the United States is about 
sixteen million dollars annually, that country 
being the sole mart for tea, and the con- 
sumer of a large quantity of silk, admitting 
both products duty free. And yet America, 
a great commercial country, is not entitled 
to that consideration spontaneously accorded 
to Italy, which is not a great commercial 
country. 


It seems, though we do not know that! P' 


such is the case, that this notification has 
been issued without any previous consult- 
ation with the full cabinet, and without 
communication with the government of the 
United Stat es, either through the Japanese 
minister in Washington, or the American 
minister in Tokio. No instructions have 
been received from the latter by the con- 
sul-general to notify American citizens of 
the acceptance of the kerosene regula- 
tions by the United States government. 
When the propositions for a new tariff 
were published at the end of 1879, we 
referred at some length to the unwisdom 
of levying 29 per cent. import duty on kero- 
sene, pointing ont, in the first place, that it 
was ungenerons towards the United States 
to tax her principal export to Japan: second, 
that no import has confe @ greater 
benefit upon this country than kerosene, 
which has enabled one-fourth of the day to 
be utilized which would otherwise be wasted 
for want of light: third, the anomaly of 
taxing the importation of a useful product 
not obtainable in quantities in Japan, and 
admitting coal, which is to be found in 
Japan, duty free: finally, that as kerosene 
is an indispensable aid to labour, any tax 
upon it is a tax upon labour. Those argu- 
menta apply with greater force to a decree 
which virtually inhibits the importation of 
kerosene, and if the 120° test be adhered 
to, injastice will be done on all sides, and 
a valoable trade materially interfered with. 
Of the unreasonable character of the notifi- 
cation the government will be able to 
jadge from the direction of public opinion, 
which tends to the assertion that the object 
of the notification is not an ultra-regard for 
the safety of consumers of kerosene, but 
aims ata restriction of the trade which is 
supposed to add so mnch to the specie 
balance the merchants of Japan have to pro- 
vide to defray the unfavourable balance of 
the nation’s commerce. 


The points which the government are very 
earnestly requested to reconsider with a 
view to a modification of the notification 
are :— 


1. The reduction of the standard to 110° 
burning teat. 

2. The extension of the date at which the 
new rules shall take effect to January Ist, 
1883. 


8. The nomination of a qualified and 
thoroughly trustworthy expert to apply the 
proper tests in a reasonable manner. 


When these arguments and requests are 
before the government we have no doubt 
every consideration will be given them; for 
they contain nothing unfair, unreasonable, or 
disadvantageous to this empire. 


Mliscellancons Articles. 


THE RASTERN RELATIONS OF THE 
UNITED STATES IN 1880. 


HE volume composed of the diplomatic 
correspondence of the United States 
for the past year, although not behind those 
of other years in general interest, contains 
but little that is new about Ja The 
President announces, in his annual message, 
that a convention for the reciprocal relief of 
shipwrecked seamen has been negotiated with 
Japan ; and urges congress to make an appro- 
riation for the erection of fire-proof buildings 
in Tokio for the use of the legation, the Ja- 
panese government having offered an eligible 
piece of land for the purpose. Mr. Hares 
renews his recommendation that all sams due 
from the indemnity funds received some 
years ago from China and Japan to American 
citizens should be promptly paid, and the 
balances returned to the respective nations. 
This is, we believe, the fourth time that such 
an appeal has been made by a president to 
congress; twice by General Grant and twice 
by Mr. Hargs. The interest taken by the 
former in the return of the Shimonoseki 
indemnity does not seem to have diminished 
since his retirement into private life, for we 
noticed some months sinoe, in apes toa 
reporter of the New York Herald, he expreased 
a wish for its return by the United States. 
The selection from Mr. BrnaHam’s despatches, 
although doubtless interesting enough to 
some in the United States, will not be new 
here. Writing of the epidemic of cholera in 
1879 the minister gives the figures for the 
whole year as 168,344 attacked, of whom 
101,364 died, 47,885 recovered, and 19,065 
remained under treatment. “I cannot resist 
the conviction, ” he adds, “that this roll of 
death would not have been nearly so great 
if the government of Japan had been sided 
and not resisted, as she was by certain 
foreign powers, in the laudable endeavour 
to prevent the spread of the song 
by land and maritime regulations. Now 
that the great army of victims has 
fallen, it is a gratification to me to know 
that our government seconded the efforts’ of 
this government to save its people from the 
pestilence which for months has wasted the 
lives of its people.” It is to be regretted that 
some reasons for the “conviction ” have not 
been given: after what has. been said some 
trastworthy information would be acceptable 
about the origin of the epidemic of 1879; 
whether it was indigenous or imported; and 
if the latter in what manner. Further, when 
an official of Mr. Brincuam’s rank refers to 
the resistance met with by the Japanese go- 
vernmeut at the hands of certain foreign 
powers, fuller and more explicit information 
should be given. Innuendoes of this char- 
acter are to be deprecated, for, while answer- 
ing no good purpose, they create a thorough 
misapprehension. Oopies of the reports of 
the education department, of the mint at 
Osaka, of the postmaster-general,. also of 
sundry government regulations issned dur- 
ing the year, with their covering despatches, 
are also given. 

‘the views of Mr. Binawam on all matters 
connected with this country are entitled to 
be received with respect, and we shall 
therefore give them as far as possible 
in his own words, without at present offer- 
ing any comment of our own. In send- 
ing the report of the committee of the 
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Tokio Okamber: of Commerde upon treaty 
revision, the document furnishes, he says, 
very strong reasons for such a revision of the 
treaties:as Japan has asked for, and whioh 
the United States has approved. He quotes 
with approval the statement that the present 
treaty was concluded when Japan had no 
experionce of foreign trade; and that the 
tariff then established “was fixed withont 
any consideration of the interesta that might 
be thereby affected.” He also quotes the 
cousparison drawn between the proportion of 
revenue derived from customs duties in Japan 


a petty state, their dependency. It is deemed 
an affront to them in the face of their own 
people and the world, as well as an outrage 
upon the innocent islanders. So the Chinese 
do not take the matter at all quietly, and 
their resentment is of a sort which will last 
a long time.” We have no doubt Mr. 
Sewarp’s description of the state of Chinese 
feeling was accurate at the time; but it is 
only fair to remember that he was unac- 
nainted with the very strong case of the 
Japancns: a case which rested on a right 
recognized all over the world, the right 


and in other countries. In Japan it is 2.7]/of conquest and possession. Another 
r cent. of the total revenue, while Great|point of interest is the position taken 
Britain cotlects 25 per cent. of her total 


up by the foreign ministers during 
the period of Cxunc-How’s imprisonment. 
Mr. Szwarp’s informal despatch to prince 
Kuna—“ intended to indicate that the envoys 
are not regardless of what is passing, with a 
view, if possible, to save the life of the late 
ambassador, and to intimate that foreign 
powers cannot disregard the question of 
humanity which is involved and the effect of 
this or other hostile demonstrations upon our 
general interests "seems to us a model of 
what such a docament should be ander vory 
delicate and difficult circumstances. 

The views of an official of Mr. Sewarp’s 
ability and experience in the East on the 
vexed question of the position foreign offi- 
cials should adopt towards laws, ordinances, 
rales or regulations issued by the govern- 
mente of Japan and China, will be read with 
interest He thinks that the right of the 
Chinese to make rates in all matters affecting 
their sovereignty is undeniable; but he 
holds that the foreign envoys have a right 
to. scrutinize all such rules when they 
affect foreigners, and to object to them if 
they are found in contravention of treaty 
stipulations, or saggest their withdrawal or 
modification, if they appear burdensome or 
unnecessary. He further thinks that, as he 
holds this. view, be might without offeace 
endeavour to lead the Chinese te first show 
such regulations to the foreign envoys in 
order that the latter may state whether they 
are likely to object to them on the score of 
infringing some treaty right.. This seems a 
very moderate request, and is quite different 
from the position sometimes taken ap that 
no Chinese regulation shall be binding on 
foreigners except it is notified to them, and 
approved by their own authorities. 

he correspondence between the depart- 
ment of state and the Chinese legation in 
Washington is almost wholly occupied with 
the case of the Ho-chung, a Chinese steamer 
which entered San Francisoo during the 
year. The treasury department at first 
demanded tonnage dues and daties at 
alien rates, while the Chinese urged that 
the ship should be accorded the same 
privileges as are conceded to vessels of other 
nations having treaty relations with the 
United States. Ultimately, an assurance 
having been given that no discriminating 
duties are levied upon American vessels in 
Chinese waters, the vessel was accordingly 
relieved from such dues by the President's 
proclamation. 


revenue from imposts upon imports, Canada 
57 per cent., France 10 per cent., and the 
United States 50 per cent. Writing of the 
change’ which took place in the government 
in February last, by which most of the sangi 
resigned their portfolios, retaining only their 
fanctions as privy councillors, the American 
minister thinks that the change was made 
in obedience to the demand of the people 
that there should be a law-making power 
independent of the executive departments ; 
and that it imported ‘that the chief advisers 
‘of his Majesty the Emperor appreciate the 
demand for a constitutional monarchy, a 
national legislature, and a system of civil 
policy which will combine centralized power 
with decentralized administration limited and 
regulated by general and local laws.” 


The correspondence, chiefly that of Mr, 
Sewarp, the late minister to Peking, with 
China is in every respect much more im- 

rtant and interesting than that with Japan. 
We obtain here a full account of the con- 
ferences held in Peking by the foreign repre- 
sentatives in the antumn and winter of 1879, 
with the subsequent negotiations with the 
Tsung-li-Yamen on the following questions : 
—Taxation of foreign manufactares and for- 
eign-owned domestic produce ; official inter- 
course and jadicial proceedings, more espe- 
cially. in the case of the Shanghai Mixed 
Conrt. It is known that these conferences 
and negotiations have as yet produced no 
usefal result; bat Mr. Szwarp shows him- 
self in these letters, and in the laborious and 
able documents which he drew up for the as- 
sistance of of his colleagues, a capable repre- 
sentative of his country. Two of his doca- 
mente we intend either to reprint or to pnb- 
lish abstracts of them viz: those on the Shang- 
hai Mixed Court, and on the general questions 
involved in the conferences of the committee 
appointed by the ministers to discuss the 
administration of justice in cases where 
foreign life or property is at stake. It would 
be impossible for ux to discuss here, even 
briefly, sach important questions as lekin, 
transit passes, jodicial refurm in China, or 
the many other important differences be- 
tween the Chinese government and the en- 
voys; they will all be foand fally treated by 
Mr. Sewagp. In a full report on the Loochoo 
question he presents merely such considera- 
tions as tell in favour of the Chinese. The 
latter, he states, do not claim the archipelago 
as an integral part of their empire. They 
assert that it has paid tribute to China, and 
in this and other ways sustained a relation- 
ship-like dependency. They admit also a 
somewhat similar relation to Japan, and 
ask merely that the original status be 
reverted to. Writing towards the closé of 
1879, the envoy says; “with the Chinese 
the point of pride is tenaciously held. They 
believe that Japan, withoat prior corsulte- 
tion with them, and by methods pursued in 
& covert manner, has subjected to its control 


Ir is reported that at Kagoshima twenty- 
two persons were attacked by cholera during 
the five days from July 31st to August 8rd, 
of whom seven died, and that there isa 
said of the divease being further spread. 

rom Kumamoto ken it is also reported that 
sae persons have been attacked during 
the fifteen days from the 14th to the 28th of 
last month, of whom twelve died. 


THE KAITAKUSHI JOB. 


A JAPANESE newspaper recently as 
sailed this journal for having publish- 
ed a report to the effect that H. E. Sano, 
prime minister, and H. BE. Trrasumea, ex- 
minister of foreign affairs, had procured the 
imperial consent to their purchase of the 
several industries erected at enormous ecet 
by the colonization department. The news- 
paper in question affecting, as is ite wont, 
superior knowledge denounced the rumour 
as “one of the wildest absurdities that has 
ever ornamented the columns of a vernaoular 
journal.” As this contradiction emanates 
rom a source open to the atmost suspicion 
of mala fides when the real interests of the 
people are affected, it will be well to examine 
the matter a little more fully than has so 
‘far been done. The Nicht Nichi Shinbun, 
generally known as tho official organ of the 
government, in ite issue of the 10th instant, 
contained an article headed “ Proceedings of 
the Kaitakushi,” in which the several reports 
are summarised and commented on. Of that 
article we make the following abridgment :— 
Is it trae the government have decided to 
sell the properties of the Kaitakushi to the 
Kwansei Boyeki ShokwaiP We do not and 
can not believe the rumour. At first, when 
the supposed intention of the Kwansei Boyeki 
Shokwai became public, the Mat Nicks 
Shinbun severely commented upon ite action 
and that of the government. Of course we 
held the same opinion as our contemporary, 
but were silent because convinced that such 
a scheme must fail. This rumour was quickly 
followed by another to the effect that the 
prime minister suddenly left Tokio, followed 
his Majesty whom he overtook, and succeeded 
in obtaining the imperial consent to the 
application made by the Kwansei Boyeki 
Shokwai for the purchase of these public 
properties. This ramour we alao refused to 
believe, but the Mat Nichi, Hochi, Ohoya, and 
Akebono, newspapers, at once inveighed in 
strong terms against the proceedings of the 
officials in this matter, all acting on the same 
information; and as their conclasions are 
allowed to remain withent contradiction we 
are compelled to accept their report ag true. 
It is unquestionable that the Kaitakushi haa 
expended more than ten million yen, but as 
that is a thing of the past we are inclined to 
leave it alone; there is, however, no justifica- 
tion for disposing of the property to the 
Kwansei Boyeki Shokwai for so small a sam 
aud in such an extraordinary manner. We 
may dismiss the matter from farther notice; 
bat we can give no answer to those who ask 
whether the abolition of the Kaitakushi does 
or does not amount to this, namely, that the 
institution remains unchanged save in owner- 
ship from government to private; ita former 
officials being amalgamated with the Boyeki 
Shokwai. 

Thus the Nicht Nicht Shindun, a journal 
which has every facitity for acquiring infor- 
mation, quoting four other journals, adopts 
the story that the prime minister of Japan, 
either for himself or out of —parely 
disinterested regard for the Kwansei Boyeki 
Shokwai (a so-called company consisting of 
one chief who is already a debtor to the state 
fora large sum, and another person whom 
we will not now name), did prefer a most im- 
proper reqaeat which has, if the facts are as 
stated by the Nichi Nicht Shinbun, involved 
the Crown in a transaction hotly denounced 
by the people, and of the merite of which the 
sovereign must have been wholly ignorant. 
In constitutional England the cabinet forms 
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the fourth power of the state. In the ordi- 
vary administration of the government the 
Sovereign personally is, 80 to speak, behind 
the scenes ; performing indeed, many personal 
acts by the sign manual or otherwise; 
bat, in each and all of them, covered 
by the counter-signature or advice of minis- 
ters who stand between the angust personage 
and the people: This is right and natural, 
for in every free state, for every public act, 
Some one must be responsible ; and the ques- 
tion is, ‘‘Who shall it be?” The British 
constitution answers “The minister, and the 
minister exclusively.”(!) Japan is not a con- 
stitutional country. The M1xapo is supreme 
raler. The duties of the cabinet are conse- 
uently even more onerous and responsible 
than in England. The president of the 
cabinet is H. E. Sanyo, and u him the 
heavy responsibility rests of having advised 
the sovereign to consent to a transaction 
which would in England be forthwith fol- 
lowed by an impeachment of the minister. 
This may be considered language unsuit- 
able for the columns of a newspaper publish- 
ed in s country where freedom of opinion on 
ublic events is not tolerated ; but those who 
old this view must remember that the native 
papers have announced the sale of valuable 


state property for a purely nominal sum, and 


in secret and extraordinary manner; and 


that the imperial sanction to it is asserted 


to have been procured by the prime minis- 
ter of the empire. This report will go forth 
to the world; and it is advisable the criti- 


cism it will evoke should be anticipated here 
while it is yet possible to cancel all that has 
been done and restore the position prior to 


the ill-omened visit of H. E. SanJo to the 
Mixapo. 2 


Some opinion may be formed of the cost 


of the property acquired by the Kaitakushi 
by reference to the grants made to the Yezo 
colonization commission. The total sum 
ascertained to Jane 30th, 1879, was 15,179,- 
933 yen, inclusive of 8 loan of 2,500,000 yen. 
Additional allowances to June 30th, 1881, 
are set out in the estimates as 3,347,373 yen ; 
or in all 18,527,306 yen. In addition to the 
income derived from the state, the Kaita- 
keshi has, daring its administration, levied 


taxes on, the people and imposte on their 


produce, the amount of which is not known 
as no accounts have ‘ever been published. 
The popniation is only 211,304, so that the 
expenditure per head has been 88 yen; a 
very large sum in comparison with the gross 
value of the export trade which the customs 
returns show does not exceed 6,000,000 yen 
in thirteen years, or less than one-third of 
the government grant alone. 

What the money has been expended on no 
one knows; but it is reasonable to infer that 
much of it was sunk in the mannfactories 
which have now been sold. Their cost is 
variously estimated at anything between 
three and fourteen millions; their real cost 
can only be matter of conjecture. We are, 
however, assured that without any invitation 
to the public to purchase, the entire property 
has been privately sold for 300,000 yen, pay- 
able in thirty years by instalments without 
interest. These terms seem to surpass belief. 
Had the whole colonization scheme proved a 
dead failure, the materials of the buildings, 
the machinery, tools, and stock in trade, were 
worth more for removal. So far from the 
Hokkaido having disappointed the govern- 
ment, the contrary is the case, for we find 
one of the ministers of the highest rank, 
referring to the Hokkaido so recently as 


(1) Bt. Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 


November ‘hast year, saying —“ The number of 
“immigrants increases annually, while ite pro- 
“ daotions¢end to develope in a corresponding 
“ratio, though it is still far from being com- 
“pletely brought under cultivation, as the 
“ following statistics show. If its present rate 
“of growth receives uo cheok, it will one day 
“rival the old country in the amoant of its 
“productions .... Before the restoration 
“no had been made with the coloniza- 
“tion of the Hokkaido, but since ‘that event 
“that daty has been entrusted to a commis- 
* sion endowed with absolute powers, and the 
“ productions now exhibit a daily growing 
“tendency to develope, postal communication 
“ has been established, fisheries and agriculture 
“are encouraged, the namber of immigrants 
“ has annually increased, and native merchants 
“from the mainland, gradually appreciating 
“ the advantages, are extending the trade with 
“the island” (vide H.E. Oxuma’s General 
View of Financial Policy, pp. 27 and 29) 
The Japanese government are in the position 
of having expended an immense sum on the 
development of those industries for which 
pereets the colonisation commission was 
founded; and at the wy moment that suc- 
cess becomes possible, and a prospect opens 
of recouping the money the treasury can ill 
spere, the factories and works are disposed 


payment, which reduce the sale toa gift. 
The resolve to dispose of these properties 


in which the transaction bas been carried 


Bebielws. 


COLONEL GORDON IN OENTRAL 
AFRIOA. 


ARELY do notices of books not directly 
connected with China or Japan find 
a place in those columns, but no excuse is 
required for introducing to those to whom 
Colonel Gogpon’s uame is a household word, 
the record of his actions in Southern Egypt. 
The hero of the story(!) will ever be closely 
associated’ with the greatest empire in the 
East: his character and renown are marked 
by such uncommon features that everything 
throwing light upon them, or giving us assist- 
ance in comprehending them, will be read 
with more than usual gratification by all who 
admire true simplicity, courage, and unswerv- 
ing devotion. 
A recent reviewer does not by any means 
exaggerate in the samming up of a short 
critique on this work. He says :— 


(1) Colonel Gordon in Central Africa, 1874-1879. 
From original letters and documents. Edited by 
George Birkbeck Hill, D.C.L. London: Thos. De 
la Bue & Co. Yokohama: Kelly & Co. 1881. 


of to a private company, at the request of the 
prime minister, for acum, and on terms of 


may have been wise; we do not argue that 
point, nor object to anything but the mauner 


out. If no tenders were received ufter proper 
notice had been given, the government would 
have been free to entertain the proposal of 
the Boyeki Shokwai, but not antil its terms 
had been made public and sufficient time had 
elapsed to warrant the belief that there would 
be no advance. This would have been justi- 
fiable, and would also have relieved the gov- 
ernment of their complicity in what men of 
business call a piece of indefensible jobbery, 
which no persuasion or cajolery can induce 
them to accept as any other than a colourable 
alienation of the people’s property.— Aug. 13. 


“ How he prospered, how he fared, what he 
felt, and did, and ambitiened, are’ all told in 
the story that Dr. Birkbeck Hill has put 
together from his letters. It is one of the 
most interesting and remarkable of beoks, 
for it brings one face to face with one of the 
most interesting and remarkable of men. 
With his anconquerable will, bis dauntless 
intrepidity, his cheerful mysticism, his pro- 
digious tact, his genius for command and 
for administration, the captain of the ever- 
victorious army shines out most glorious! 
as one of the most astonishing figores of this 
or any other time.’’(*) 

The chief work of the editor was one of 
selection. Colonel Gorpon is evidently a 
copious and diligent’ correspondent: during 
his five years in Egypt he wrote between 
three and four hendred -private letters to 
intimate friends,— 


They are closely written, and they very 
often run to great lengths: there are some, 
indeed, that fill twenty and even thirty pages 
of note paper. They are his journal, as mote 
than once he reminded his correspondents. 

Dr. Hitt decided, and we should be grate- 
ful to him for his decision, that it would not 
be wise to make a continuous narrative of his 
own from them, but that the best plan would 
be to leave Colonel Gorpow to tell his own 
story, the editor’s one work clearly being to 
select and piece together the proper 6 
In doing this it is curious to Cauaek De. 
Hitt was without Colonel Goxpon’s assist- 
ance :— 

“ T have not the honour of Colonel Gordon's 
acquaintance, and: I' was told from the first 
that he would neither see me not correspond 
with me till the book was finished and before 
the world. Neither, too, would he read my 
manuscript, or the proofs of my work as they 
passed through the press. I have therefore 
neither seen nor corresponded with'the man 
whose Memoir I have sketched, and’ whose 
Letters I am editing.” 

Under these circumstances the whole res- 
ponsibility rests with the editor, and in no 
wise with Colonel Gorpon or his friends. 

The substance of the introductory memoir 
is kvown to most of us, for it is to be found 
in a brilliant work by the late Andrew Wil- 
son entitled ‘The Ever-Victorious Army,” 
which we commend to the perusal of the 
younger men among us who are, to their 
irreparable loss as they will eventually find, 
sacrificing knowledge to pleasure. The 
great active experience of Colonel Gorpon 
in China lends much weight to his opinions 
concerning the military power of that empire, 
and it is without surprise we find him writ- 
ing from Africa 60 a brother officer in England 
in 1875, when there was prospective war 
consequent upon the Yunnan difficulty,— 

“ With respect to China we may rest 
withont fear. They will never stand if their 
communications are cut. However good their 
arms may be they will never take care of 
them. Even with all my care, I never could 
get them to clean them.” 

Colonel Gorpon’s work in Egypt was to 
put an end to the slave trade as carried on 
by Arabs in the Sondan. Various efforts had 
been made for this purpose nt they had been 
attended with only a moditivd success. At 
last the Egyptian government determined, 
asa temporary measure, to claim as a state 
monopoly all the trade of those regions with 
the outside world. This, it was believed, was 
the only way of stamping out the slave 
trade which was carried on by forco of 
arms against the law; and when this end 


(2) Truth; Jane 80th, 
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was attained trade should again be free 
to all. And although in carrying out his 
work Colonel Gorpon encountered the dif- 
ficulties incidental to living in these savage 
regions,—want of food and shelter, fever, &c. 
—he refers but little to them, while he con- 
stantly complains of the hostility and ob- 
stacles which were put in his way by the 
Egyptian officials themselves. He thought, 
almost from the first, that the expedition 
was a sham to catch tho attention of the 
English people. He blamed not the Kugpivs, 
but Noupar Pasha, for this. Here we may 
digress for a moment to quote the story of 
his appointment as told in the Memoir :— 

“In September 1872, he met Nubar Pasha, 
the famous Egyptian minister, at the British 
embassy in Constantinople. Sir Samuel 
Baker's term of office as governor of 
the tribes which inhabit the Nile Basio 
would come to an end in the following year, 
and Nubar wished to find a successor, and 
something more than a successor. He asked 
Colonel rdon whether he knew of any 
officer of the Engineers who wonld be willing 
to fill the vacancy. The Colonel could not 
at once give an answer, but in July 1873, he 
informed Nubar by letter that he himself 
would accept the post, if on the Khedive’s 
own application to the English government 
for hig services permission were granted. A 
favourable answer being received he returned 
to England, and at the close of the year 
started for Cairo. In his interview with the 
Khedive he was told to fix his own terms. He 
took £2000 a year. 

‘have laboured somewhat in my time, 
And not been profusely,’ 
he might well have taken as his proud motto 
when he brought the first term of his long 
task to a close.’ 

When Colonel Gorpon reached his govern- 
ment and saw the devastation and misery 
wrought by the slave traders, he threw his 
whole heart and soul into the work, and 
almost forgot the intrigues and disappoint- 
ments of Chiro. To convey some conception 
of the slave trade we may quote both from 
Sir Saver Baxer and Colonel Gorpon. The 
former first saw the Victoria Nile in 1864: 
he saw it again in 1872, when he wrote 
thus :— 

“It is impossible to describe the change that 
has taken place since I last visited this coun- 
try. It was then a perfect garden, thickly 
populated and producing all that man could 
desire. The villages were numerous ; groves 
of plantains fringed the steep cliffs on the 
river’s bank, and the natives were neatly 
dressed in the bark cloth of the country. 
The scene has changed! All is wilderness ! 
The population has fed! Not a village is to 
be seen! This is the certain result of the 
settlement of Khartoum traders. They kid- 
nap the women and children for slaves, and 
plunder and destroy wherever they set their 
feet.” 

Colonel Gorpon wrote, as he went up the 
Saubat river :-- 


“ Not a soul to be seen for miles ; all driven 
off by the slavers in years past. You could 
scarcely conceive such a waste or desert.” 

It was and is, Colonel Gorpon thinks, the 
wholesale depopulation of districts which 
takes slavery in Africa such @ curse; and 
the numbers killed, or who perish in the 
collection of slaves, are enormous. For five 
years, with a brief interval of rest in Eng- 
land, he laboured all over his vast provinces 
to abolish this horrid traffic; and to utterly 
uproot it by making roads and other means 
of communication by which troops could be 
moved rapidly, During bis term of office as 


governor-general of- Soudan he released tens 
of thousands of slaves ; but it is saddening to 
hear, on his own authority, that all his 
labour has been in vain. Thwarted while on 
the spot by high Egyptian officials, receiving 
bat lakewarm support from the central go- 
vernment, with soldiers and subordinates 
whose hearts were not in their work and who 
constantly longed for the flesh-pots of Cairo 
and Alexandria, it is hardly surprising that 
when his powerful personal weight was with- 
drawn, things should resume their original 
course, and the slave trade become as flou- 
rishing as ever. The magnitude of his task 
can be gathered from the area of his govern- 
ment. The Soudan, which he governed as 
satrap for three of his five years in Egypt, 
is 1640 miles in length, with an average 
breadth of about 660 miles; a superficies 
greater than that of the British islands, 
Portugal, Spain, France, Belgium, Holland, 
Germany, and Austria taken together. 
Among other difficulties with which he 
had to contend was the anomalous state of 
Egyptian law respecting slavery and the 
slave trade. At one time he had four 
separate seta of instructions for desling with 
the traders. The Kaeprve ordered all slave 
dealers and persons taking slaves, to be put 
to death. There was the convention be- 
tween England and Egypt for the suppres- 
sion of the slave trade, which calls slave 
taking “robbery with murder.” He had 
another decree of the Kugpive ordering the 
crime to be punished with from five months 
to five years imprisonment; and he had, 
fourthly, an order from the grand vizier 
instracting him that the sale and purchase of 
slaves in Egypt is legal; and we read with 
interest how he trusted entirely to his own 
sound common sense to carry him through 
the conflicting general orders to the humane 
and faithful execution of his vast duties, in 
the performance of which we find him, in the 
years 1877, 1878 and 1879, in addition to his 
military and administrative duties, riding 
8,490 miles on camels and mules. 


It is a relief to turn away from the almost 
abortive labours and trials of a great and 
noble nature in ite heroulean fight against 
lying, corruption, treachery, cowardice, in- 

lolence, and barbarity, to more personal and 
pleasant topics. In a letter from one of 
Colonel Gorpon’s brothers to the editor wo 
find the following explanation of a passage 
on page 59 “‘ Never shall I forget what I got 
when I scored out the inscription on the gold 
medal,” eminently characteristic of a man 
who loves neither money nor reward :— 


“ At the close of the Taiping rebellion the 
Empress of China sent to Colonel Gorvon a 
large gold medal with a suitable inscription 
commemorating bis services. When the 
cotton famine was at its height in Lancashire, 
Colonel Gordon, not having money at his 
disposal, defaced the insoription, aud gent the 
medal to Canon Miller anonymously for the 
relief of the starving operatives.” 


As we turn over the pages we find this 
brave and simple man surrounded by a sick 
and dying staff, drawing consolation and 
support from the unfailing source :— 


“T have done all my accounts with the go- 
vernment, and am now, as far as the things 
of the world are concerned, ready to depart ; 
but something tells me I shall not do so yet. 
The intense comfort of no fear, no uneasiness 
about being ill is very great, and more than 
half the cause of good health. No comfort 
is equal to that which he has who has God 
for his stay ; who believes, not in words but 
in faot, that all things are ordained to heppen 


and must happen. He who has this hes 
already died, and is free from the annoyances 
of this life. I do not say that I have attain- 
ed to this perfect state, but I have it as my 
great desire.” 

Then we find this man, to whom energy 
and action are a second nature, frequently 
picturing to himself a life of ease when re- 
tirement should come at last. He would go 
home; he would go to bed and never rise 
until noon-day; he would never walk more 
than a mile; he would never go on a rail- 
way journey; he would never accept an 
invitation to dinner; he would have oysters 
for lunch! And we occasionally meet with 
such exclamations as,—‘‘Oh, how I should 
like a good dinner.” 

A full account of his acceptance of the 
post of private secretary, his resignation aud 
snbsequent journey to China, is given at the 
end of the volame. Writing to him while in 
Egypt, Li Hone Cuane eaid :— 


“The benefit you have conferred on China 
does not disappear with your person, but is 
felt throughout the regions in which you 
played so important and actives part. All 
these people bless you for the blessing of 
peace and prosperity they now enjoy.” 

In the Rassian difficulty this old aud tried 
friend was again appealed to by China and 
readily responded. His leave was first refused 
by the British government, then granted. 
On arrival in China he telegraphed July 27th, 
1880 ;—“*I have seen It Huna Caana, and 
he wishes me to stay with him. I cannot 
desert China in her present crisis, and would 
be free to act as I think fit. I therefore 
beg to resign my commission in her Majesty's 
service.” The resignation was, happily, not 
accepted, but his leave was cancelled. His 
advice throughout was for peace. In this 
he sided with Li Hone Cuana, and opposed 
the coart party. A perusal of the facts con- 
nected with this journey will dissipate the 
many misleading ramours which floated 
about the East at that time; and if it can 
not place Colonel Gorpon on a higher pedes- 
tal than he stands at present, it certainly 
will not diminish in the slightest degree his 
name and reputation in China. 

The appendix in which Colonel Gorpon 
discusses the questions conngoted with 
“Foreigners in the service of Oriental 
States,” will be read for the sound advice 
and information it contains. He takes Egypt 
asa type; but claims that what he says 
applies to Turkey and China, and indeed to 
all existing oriental countries possessed of 
independence. He says :— 


“It can be easily understood how hatefal to 
any people is the occupation of high places 
by strangers, however good or honest they 
may be, unless the country is truly annexed 
by the government of those strangers .... 
Add to this the general desire to peculation 
which existe, not only among the upper, but 
in the lower strata. All love muddy water ; 
none wish it clear.” 

Patting aside any calculation as to reasons 
which may induce impecunious men, men 
desirous of clap-trap reputations, or men who 
wish to acquaint themselves thoroughly with 
the people, habits, resources, d&c., of an 
eastern country, he thinks that the only 
reason which justifies a foreigner entering 
oriental service is a desire to benofit his 
fellow-creatures, and to raise them in the 
scale of civilization. During his period of 
service, a foreigner should entirely abandon 
his relations with his native land :— 


“ Ho should resist his own government, and 
those of other powers, and keep intact the 
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sovereignty of the oriental state whose ‘bread 
heeats. . . . . and his advice should 
be sealed: by what is universally right 
throughout the wortd; and, seeondly, by 
what'is best for the oriental state he serves.” 


His warnings and‘ advice to those who 
are now engaged in, or. who may hereafter 
engage themselves in the service of eastern 
nations, is so much to the point, so forcible, 
and so applicablé to some of our relations 
east of the Mediterranean, that we propose 
to give them in full. 

1. Any foreigner entering the service of 
an oriental state may be sure that: no native 
official will ever be punished, except in name, 
for anything he may do; he may be certain 
also that, unless he can hold his own by his 
own right hand, he will fall; aud that it is 
not in the power, even if it isin the inclina- 
Hee (?) of the roler of that state to help 


2. A'foreigher canrot go one-tenth as far 
in the use of—or rather abuse’of—his author- 
ity asa native; the people will put up with 
the one, but not with the other, if he exceeds 
& certain limit. 

3.—A foreigner, seeing axiom No. 1, is 
obliged, if he is to hold his place, to depart 
from European rules, and ase, to some extent, 
arbitrary (i.¢. oriental) means for defence 
and offence. 

4:—A foreigner, if conjointly charged with 
natives to carry out any work, may rest 
assured that his great enemies, and most 
formidable, are those with whom he takes 
counsel, and that they are ready to be 
crushed’ if; they cas brieg him down with 
them, and he may ly: be' sure that the 
ruler is- not likely to do more than regret 
(P) his fall. 

5. A foreigner, to succeed, must so regulate 
lis affairs that.no-gain. but sheer loss to the 
many would. be inenered by his fall (I moan 
tangible gain—patriotic sentimeats, or ad- 
vantege to the oconntry, op glory, are senti- 
ments which never weigh in the scale. 
Actual coin is Allah, and ‘there is none bat’ 
it). When men reason thas then fomenters 
of tronble find no hearers; but neglect this, 
and every one is ears. This is very natural 
and indigenous to the East. When a foreign- 
er has so regulated affairs, that his fall will 
be a loss to the many, then he may afford to 
look his enemies in the face, and not need 
the smile of the Sultan or Ameer. 

Of the forcible truth of these views our 
readers are thé best judges. Long residence 
in the East is faat bringing home to the 
minds of Westerns the unwelcome truth that 
between the two peoples there is nothing in 
common. On one’ side there’ are: energy, 

~ gtendfastness of purpose, courage, much 
honesty, and an earnest desire to promote the 
eral good: on the other side is the 
antithesis ; indolunce, vaciflation, timidity, 
corruption, and a keen though concealed 
auziety to promoté personal interests at the 
expense of the many. Oil and water are 
not more ani atic than Pasternus and 
Weaterns; and without the intervention of 
some agent their combination is equally 
itnpossible 

And now we must unwillingly take leave 
of Colonel Goxpor and his:letters. Whoever 
reads the book will arise from its pernsal a 
better and stronger being, with a higher 
appreciation of the innate nobility of man- 
kind. Throughout the book there is:a vein 
of strongly marked religions feeling finding 
retief in many pions and reverent utterances ; 
noticeable not only here bat in evorything 
that Colonel Gorpow: has ever written or 
done. Itiis not for'us to speak on this solemn 


anbject. The heart ofa man is a closed book 
to all but himeelf, and none can ever hope to 
truly understand the seoret springs of action 
which oarry men on throngh fire and flood 
and all other carthly difftenities; straight-and 
surely to the goal they have resolved apor 
attaining. We re-echo Dr. Hix in the con- 
cluding lines of his preface. ‘‘ When we see 
aman undergoing year after year all that 
Colonel Gorpon has undergone; when we 
pee him in journeyings often, in perils of 
water, in perils of robbers, in perils by the 

eathen, in perils in the wilderness, in weari- 

ess and painfalness, in watchings often, in 
hanger and thirst ;. when we see him, besides 
those things that are without; bearing that 
jwhich came upon him daily, the care of a 
great government; when wesee him more- 
jover, bearing.all these great sufferings and 
‘this vast burden steadfastly and patiently, 
\we pat to ourselves:the question that was of 
old pat to Milton in his blindness :—‘ What 
supporta me dost thon ask ?’ In these letters 
the answer is given. We may not, perhaps, 
hold with the writer—his thoughta may not 
be our thoughts. The answer, nevertheless, 
cannot bat be of the highest interest to ever: 
thoughtfal man. We see one who ‘ by mani- 
fold ‘struggles feels-his feet on the Everl st- 
ing Rook,’ and who lets us see how he has 
made sure his footing.” 


SKETUHES IN SHANGHAI* 


E have thankfally to acknowledge the 

"receipt of a copy of the work speci- 

fied in the foot-note below. The paper is 

good; the printing excellent. and the general 

style and ‘get up” of the book all that can 
be desired. 

The subject-matter consists of a serica of 
descriptive articles which originally appear- 
ed in the Shanghai Mercury. They are all 
written in a lively, flowing strain; the lan- 
gaage is chasto and the sentences are well 
turned. The volume reflects great credit on 
Mr. MacrarRLane and indicates him to bea 
writer much above the average. 

The description of the Mixed Conrt is re- 
markably good and calenlated to give strangers 
to the ‘ Model Settlement” a fair idea how 
“even-handed justice” is impartially ad- 
ministered between Celestials and “ Foreign 
Barbarians’ — as Europeans aro politely 
styled by the Chinese. It appeara that OnEn, 
the Chinese magistrate of this court, is a 
mandarin of the seventh order, subordinate 
to Moh, the Che-hsien or district magistrate 
of Shanghai. “The foreign assessors (i.e. 
consuls) sit on the bench with Caen; they 
have judicial powers, and their special duty 
is to look after the interests of the foreign 
plaintiffs, and to ensure the bye-laws of the 
settlements being enforced upon the natives, 
by the adequate punishment of those who 
violate them.” The author's account of the 
hall of jastice and forms of procedure is 
unique, and we much regret’ our inability to 
give extracts fromit. Mr. BrapLavan, and 
those who oonsider affirmation equivalent to 
oath-taking, will do well to ponder the follow- 
ing, by which it appears that the Chinese 
‘“gwear not at all,” or are what Masg Twa 
would probably call “rigid economisers of 
trath ’? :— 

“Tn this court there is no such thing as 


rjary, for the Chinese “ swear not atall.” 
Fring therefore is unrestrained; {(reduced 


* Sketches in the Fo: 
City of Shanghai. By W. Macfarlane. 
from the Sianghat Mercury. Shanghai, 1891. 


Settlement and Native 
ted. 


to a science would bea more correct defini- 
tion) “the biggest liar bas most chance of 
winning his case against a neighbour who 
is conscientious, or another who tells lies 
bat is-not.’cute enoagh in the invention of 
them ; the criminal who has-the best chance 
of getting off, is the one who tells most 
lies himself, or who can hire other liars 
better than himself to speak ou his behalf. 
And though the lies are found ont, as they 
often are, being.too glaring or not ounning- 
ly devised, the prisoner is vone the less 
thought of because: he did his level best as 
a liar; bo will only lose his case because 
he did not do it well enough. If a Ohina- 
man is in a fix, eithercivil or criminal offences 
bringing trouble on his head, he can fora 
slight consideration, in the shape of a few 
hundred cash, or a few dollars if the case 
is worth:it, get any namber of his guileless 
brethren to declare that black is white, 
pr white black,—either way as the dollars 
” 


The foregoing, after: all, is only a sample 
of what may be met with in courts of 
justice throughout the East. The system of 


‘Y |hiring false witnesses is carried on to a fear- 


fal extent amongst natives.of Iudia, eapecial- 
ly amongst the pariah Klings or Madrasees 
who emigrate in large numbers to the Straita’ 
Settlements. Klings would put to shame the 
very Father of Lies; in fact a Kling never 
tells the trath—except when he cannot think 
of anything else. We now come to a speci- 
men of the manner in which fines are some- 
times paid in the ‘‘ Mixed Court” of Shang- 
hai :— 

“One of the smartest tricks we have heard 
of being done by a prisoner at this court, 
was when three or fonr men were convicted 
of some paltry offence, and each of them 
fined 20 cents, with the alternative of three 
days’ imprisonment. All the prisoners, ex- 
cept onc, made great lamentations, and 
tried to excite great compassion by their 
cries and tears; but one got ap from his 
knees at once, as soon as he heard the sen- 
tence, boldly stepped forward to the magis- 
trate’s bench, tabled his wealth in payment 
of the fine, and hurried oot of court. A 
few minates afterwards, but when it was 
too late, his 20 cent piece was found to be 
a brass one.” 


Those who take an interest in matters con- 
nected with tho turf will find two very read- 
able articles in “A Morning at the Grand 
Stand: and a Sale of Griffios” and “ The 
Mafoos’ Race, or the Native Scramble.” 
Those whose proclivities lie in the direction 
of the stage will find much amusement in 
veading Mr. MACFARLANE’S account of the 
performances at a Chinese theatre. One 
often reads with wonder and amazement of 
the fabulous sums expended, say at Covent 
Garden or Drury Lane, on the scenic effects 
of Christmas pantomimes, but the Ohinese 
economise in that matter by having no 
scenery at all and by trasting to the fertile 
imagination of spectators to supply the de- 
ficiency. The comedies, tragedies, historical 
plays, &c., &c., are fearfal and wonderful 
things -enough to make defanct English 
playwritera from Shakespeare to Diow Bouci- 
cault turn in their graves and to cause living 
dramatists to tear their hair with vexation. 
Tho orchestra, always an important element, 
is not likely to entrance one with the 
“Concord of sweet sounds.” Onur author's 
description of it is particularly humorous but 
too long for insertion. 

They have jinrikisha in Shanghai, but 
they are-not. au unqualified, success. The 
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Chinese coolies are said to be far inferior to 
those in Japan. Whether Chinese coolies 
will go well or not, depends very much on the 
fare. 


“If he has a native in his vehicle, from 
whom he will only get a few cash, the coolie 
goes as if he were in a funeral procession ; 
if he has # foreigner and the foreigner has a 
stick, the coolie will go at the rate of seven 
or eight miles an hour.” 

There are other noteworthy articles on 
Chinese printers, sign boards, Chinese boys 
and Chinese police. ‘The City of Shang- 
hai” and a “ TP on the Yang-tse-Kiang ” 
are masterpieces of topographical writing. 

In addition we can only say that we have 
Cel & very pleasant hour or two over Mr. 

CFARLANB'’S book, and we can therefore 
safely recommend it to the favourable consi- 
deration of general readers.— Aug. 18. 


Beyorts. 


THE U.8. 8. “ ALERT’S” EXPLORA- 
4 TIONS. 


Ox the 28th ultimo we published a full 
and comprehensive account of the surveying 
operations of the United States gun-boat 
Alert up to her first return to the Bonin 
islands for coaling pur, on the 16th of 
May, the particulars of which were kindly 
placed at our disposal by the executive officer, 
Mr. D. Mahan. Through the courtesy of the 
same gentleman we are enabled to give a 
farther report of the explorations of the gun- 
boat, which have resulted in determining 
that many more of the dangers marked on the 
British admiralty charts do not exist. 

At noon on the 23rd May the Alert weighed 
anchor; and after clearing Hillsborough island 
her head was turned south with the object of 
searching for a doubtfal reef or rock called 
Valetta, and marked on the chart as 
situate in 21 degrees north latitude and 143 
degrees east longitude, distant south of the 
Bonins about three hundred and seventy 
miles. Early on the morning of the 26th the 
steamer arrived in the neighbourhood of the 
aug) danger. A sharp look-out was kept 
aloft and on deck as the vessel slowly passed 
through the spot where the reof was sup- 

to be. Soundings were taken which 
resulted in bottom being fourd in the neigh- 
bourhood of two thousand fathoms, clearly 
indicating that the Valetta reef was nothing 
worse than a scare-crow. 

In answer to a question as to the 
probable cause of so many rocks and 
islands being placed on the British 
admiralty charts which wore proved by the 
Alert’s explorations to be non-existent, 
Mr. Mahan replied that the majority were 
reported originally by the masters of Spanish 
merchantmen and placed on the Spanish 
charts, from which they were transferred to 
the British admiralty charts and remain 
there to this day without baving been 
verified ; and it was for the purpose of de- 
termining whether these dangers did or did 
not exist that took the Alert into those 
waters. Mr. Mahan attribated the errors of 
the Spanish merchantmen to badly rated 
chronometers or to the floating of masses of 
whales’ food on the top of the water, which, 
withoat a close examination, might readily be 
miataken for a reef. 

Having traversed the ocean in the neigh- 
bourhood of the supposed Valetta reef from 


the morning of the 26th to midnight of the 
27th without finding anything, the Alert gave 
up the search as useless, and shaped a 
course further south, under easy sail, to 
search for the Florence shoal, set down on the 
charts as situate in latitude 18 deg. north 
longitude 143.80 east. Surveying was com- 
menced on the morning of the 80th May and 
continued without intermission until mid- 
night of the 30th, when, finding nothing, 
Commander Huntington ordered the vessel 
to proceed in search of a shoal without any 
name, marked “ doubtfal ” on the charts in 
lat. 16.80. N. and long. 143.15 E. 

Sarveying operations had scarcely been 
commenced when Lieut. Hunter, executive 
officer, was taken suddenly ill and the vessel 
in consequence had to return to the Bonins 
there to take in coal to enable her to bring 
the invalid to Yokohama. On her way 
back to the Bonins the Alert passed through 
the spot indicated on the charts as Britomart 
reef, and cut a passage through the supposed 
Lindsay islands. A deep sea sounding was 
taken in the spot whore the latter were sup- 
posed to be, resulting in bottom being found at 
a depth of 2,500 fathoms. The supposed posi- 
tion of the Euphrosyne rock was again 
over, and the vessel reached Port Lloyd st 
3 p.m. on the 7th June. A number of men 
were engaged to coal ship as expeditiously as 
possible, and at 8 p.m. on the 8th a start was 
made for Yokohama, the steamer passing in 
sight of Ponafidin and Smith’s islands. 

In the meantime Lieut. Hunter had been 
gradually sinking, and when the vessel was 
off Aogasima, the unfortunate officer died. 

The Alert reached Yokohama at 11 p.m. on 
the 11th June, and on the following day 
Lieut. Hunter was buried. 

The necessarily hard work and anxiety had 
algo told on Commander Huntington’s health, 
and during the Alert’s stay in Yokohama Com- 
mander Cotton of the Monocacy exchanged 
vessels with Commander Huntington, and at 
10 a.m. on Sunday of June 19th all hands 
were set to work to haul the anchors and 
the Alert once more stood down Yedo bay on 
her way back to the Bonin islands. 

On her first trip to the Bonins the Alert 
had been roughly handled by a severe gale, 
therefore when at 2.30 p.m. of the day she 
left Yokohama the barometer went down 
very low and there was every indication of a 
cyclone, the ship was put about and run for 

‘atiyama, bay where it was resolved to 
weather the approaching gale. However, 
though it rained Festily, the force of wind 
was not very great, and at 10.80 a.m. on 
Wednesday, June 22nd, with a rising barome- 
ter, the veasel was got ander weigh and pro- 
ceeded on her voyage, arriving at Port 
Lloyd, after a pleasant run, at 4 p.m. on the 
25th. 

The ship’s bankers having been well 
stocked with coal, and fifty tons taken on 
deck, the Alert again weighed anchor on the 
1st July, shaping a course for the Farallone 
de Pajaros, the most northern of the Ladrone 
or Marianna group, apd an active volcano, 
which was sighted soon after daylight on the 
4th Joly bearing about twenty-four miles 
away. 

At sunrise the vessel was decked out in 
all the bunting she possessed in honour of 
the day. There was no holiday for Jack 
afloat, however, as the day was spent in taking 
observations and soundings. 

The volcano is said to have been s grand 
sight, well worth the journey of hundreds 
of miles to witness. On approaching the 
island the summit appea as though 
covered with snow, bat a closer view showed 


the cap was of sulphur; and from the 
centre of whioh, apparently, arose a high 
column of smoke and vapour. As perceived 
in relief of a mass of black cloud whioh lined 
the horizon, it oan readily be imagined that 
the spectacle was brilliant. On a nearer 
approach a number of columns of va) 
were observed rising from the base of the 
mountain which at first were sup to be 
from submarine volcanoes, but which, later 
in the day, were found to be immense clouds 
of steam rising from the water, generated by 
the streams of boiling lava ejected by 
the volcano into the sea. The mountain 
formed quite a natural curiosity from the 
variety of hues in which it presented itself, 
of almost every conceivable shade between 
the white sulphur cap which adorned the 
brow of the valcano to the black cinders 
which streaked ita sides. 


The mountain on one side rises at an 
angle of about 45° from the sea, and the 
water is so clear that this angle is perceived 
ata great depth underneath. To walk up the 
side is impossible, as those hardy pedestrians 
who ventured found out that for every step 
forward they slip two back A stone 
thrown up came rolling back to tlie feet of 
the thrower. The other sides, however, were 
not go steep, and on the southern portion of 
the island is a level plain, terminating 
in a high castellated mass of rock some five 
hundred feet high, and near the base of which 
is a small green spot looking very much like 
Paes This is the only smooth place on the 
island. 


At night the volcano presented a sight the 
grandeur of which can scarcely be conceived 
by the most vivid description of the pen. 

here may be a basin at the summit 
of the mountain, but if there is it is not 
observable from the deck of a ship; and 
one thing is certain that neither fire nor 
vapour come from the top as was at first 
supposed when the ship was approaching the 
island. . 

About two thirds of the way up the moun- 
tain’s side is a large hole, looking like the 
entrance to Hades. It is indeed the mouth of 
an immense fiery furnace, from which poured 
a stream of molten lava, heated to a 
white heat; and as this fiery stream wended 
its way to the sea, it became divided into 
four smaller streams, which looked like so 
many fire-falls as they continued their 
course until they disappeared behind an 
immense mass of vapour generated by the 
falling of the liquid into the water. 


A boat’s crew landed on the island during 
the day, and as the party were rambling 
round examining many curiosities, an officer 
endeavoured to ascertain the depth of one of 
the numerous holes which perforate the surface 
of the island by inserting his leg into it, but 
though the sounding line was not long enough 
to touch bottom, it was of sufficient len; 
for the extremity to get into uncomfortably 
warm quarters, and it is almost needless to 
say that no time was wasted in sending 
to the ship for the donkey engine to render 
assistance in extricating it before it was 
withdrawn, and an examination proved that 
the leather covering of the lower extremity 
had suffered injury from contact with a 
substance hotter than the surface. The 
ciroumstance is treated rather as a good joke 
on board the Alert, and as illustrative of the 
anges of exploring the sides of volcanoes. 

The Alert sailed away into the fast ap- 
proaching night, and as the darkness deepen- 
ed the fires became more brilliant, and the 
lava was distinctly observed boiling and 
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foaming along on its course to the sea, pre- 
senting a sight not likely to be forgotten by 
those who were so fortunate as to witness 
it. The crew of the Alert had a finer 
display of fire-works on the night of the 
National Anniversary than the majority of 
their friends either at home or abroad. 

The little steamer stood south under sail 
and steam to look for the doubtful reef she 
was in search of when the illness of Lieut. 
Hunter necessitated her return to Japan 
and on reaching the position the reof 
was supposed to be in, surveying was 
immediately commenced and continued 
for a day and a_ half, the soundings 
clearly testifying that this was another 
danger in the Pacific which mariners may no 
longer be afraid of, and the sooner it is 
expunged from the British admiralty and 
other charts the better. 

At noon on the 7th July the Alert’s head 
was turned farther south to look for the reef 
called Mira-Porvos, which, in Spanish, signi- 
fies “look out for yourself,” and supposed 
to be in lat. 14.20 N. and aboat long. 148.30 
E. At8a.m. on the morning of the 8th the 
position was reached, and without any delay 
the steamer commenced her usnal tactics 
when searching for an island or reef, steam- 
ing in parallel lines about five miles apart, 
taking two deep sea soundings on one line 
and three on the next, for two days. 

Hitherto the weather had been compara- 
tively good and favourable for surveying 
operations, but fine weather does not last 
very long at this particular season of the year 
in the latitude in which the Alert was con- 
dacting her experimental enterprise with 
such signal success, therefore when the 
barometer showed indications on the morn- 
ing of the 10th July of an approaching storm, 
everything was made as snug as possible on 
board. ‘nd none too soon, for one of 
those terrific squally gales which prevail 
in the Pacific soon struck the vessel, which 
was hove to to receive its force the 
better, and for twenty-four hours it blew 
a horricane accompanied by heavy rain; 
and on the steamer’s way back to the Bonins 
an unusually heavy sea was encountered. 

At 8 am. on July llth further search 
south was given up and a start made for the 
nurth to look for still one more of those doubt- 
fal reefs the non-existence of so many of which 
the Alert had succeeded in establishing. The 
ground was reached on the 11th at 2 p.m., 
and as nothing was found but deep sea every- 
where, and the vessel having completed her 
usual parallel lines, a course was shaped for 
the Britomart reef over the position of which 
it was desired by the commander of the Alert 
to run 8 few more lines ; and, as no reef was 
discovered, the Alert then started once more 
for that haven of refuge, the Bonin islands, 
which were reached at noon on Sunday the 
17th to the great relief and pleasnre of all 
on board, fora most trying time had been 
experienced. All the coal left on the island 
was taken on board, and after a detention of 
two days by rough weather the Alert steamed 
away from Port Lloyd at 10 am. on the 
92nd July, bound for Yokohama, where she 
arrived in safety, after an uneventful voyage, 
at 9.30 a.m. on the 25th. 


Tus Bonm Is.anps. 


‘he chief cirenmstance which renders the 
Bonin islands of interest is the fact that a 
number of foreigners have resided there 
‘in a semi-savage state from a date anterior 
to the visit of Commodore Perry to Japan. 
To-day a few of the first settlers are still alive 
and with their descendants, and they, with the 


descendants of those who by fair means or foul 
have gone over to the majority, form quite a 
little colony. Accounts from various sources 
agree that the islanders live apart, are very 
jeslons of each other and are in a state of 
profoand ignorance scarcely conceivable. 
About two years ago an attempt was 
made to send & schoolmaster to the Bonin 
islanders—at least the scheme was agitated 
by correspondents in the columna of the 
Japan Gasette—bat fell through either from 
lack of funds or from the want of a suitable 
person willing to andertake the onerous task. 
The islanders have felt the necessity of 
giving their children an eduction the lack of 
which has been sach a drawback to their 
own domestic happiness, and have made at- 
tempts from time to time to send them to 
Kobe; and when the Alert recently visited the 
islands the good offices of the captain’s 
clerk, Mr. Van Buskirk, were solicited 
to make arrangements witha missionary in 
Tokio to take a certain number of children 
for a period of three years. 

On the arrival of the Alert in Yokohama 
with the body of the late Lieut. Hunter, Mr. 
Van Buskirk lost no time in negotiating with 
the missionaries in ‘Tokio. Overtures were 
first made to the Catholic mission regarding 
the son of a Frenchman named Lesseur, who 
resides on one of the islands, a native of 
Brittany, commonly called French Louis. 
L'Abbe Midon informed Mr. Van Buskirk that 
before he could take the boy into the mission 
the nationality of Lesseur would have to be 
established. Then an agreement would have 
to be made binding the boy to remain in the 
mission until he became of age; and sundry 
other formalities had to be gone through. Mr. 
Van Buskirk then went to the Rev. A. C. 
Shaw, a missionary connected with the Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel, in Tokio, 
and having described the illiterate condition 
of the islanders and their anxiety to give their 
children an education, Mr. Shaw readily 
entered into the scheme of bringing the young 
outcasts within the pale of civilization, and 
engaged to board, lodge and edacate a 
limited number free of charge for three or 


more years. 
On the return of the Alert to the 
Bonin islands, the result of Mr. Van 


Buskirk’s negotiations were made known 
and received with as mach enthusiasm as 
could be expected from a class of people 
naturally tacitarn and morose in disposition. 
A difficulty, however, presented itself which 
for atime threatened to upset all their plans 
for sending the children to school. How 
were they to be got to Tokio? This 
problem was discussed most earnestly. The 
vessel which usually visits the island twice 
a year had just departed and would not come 
again for six months. In their dilemma it 
was resolved to appeal to the governor of 
the islands to uso his influence with the 
commander of the Alert and endeavour to 
indace him to convey the children in his 
veasel. The — of this application to the 
governor was the following letter .-~ 


Toxio Fu, SaucHoso, 
Oogi-ura Chichi-shima, Ogasawara-shima 


July 19th, 1881. 


To Commanper C. 8. Corton, U.S. N., 
* Commanding U. S. 8. Alert. 


Sir,—Certain European settlers of this island, 
who sometime back reported to me their intention 
of sending their children to Tokio to be placed at 
school fora term of years, now inform me that it 
waa impossible to secure a for the children 
in the mail boat which recently left this harbour, 
and ask my good offices in recommending them to 
you for a passage in your ship to Yokohama, 


The ambition of this people to secure for their 
children proper training certainly deserves at my 
hands all possible aid and encouragement; wi 
which feelingly I heartily recommend the request 
of the settlers to your favourable consideration. 

I enclose a list of the parents and children above 
referred to and have the honor to be very respect- 


fully 
Your Obedient Servant 
G, Taxepa, 

Acting Choo. 
The following list of names, with the ages 
of the children, was enclosed in governor 

Takeda’s letter :— 
Names oF CHILDREN AGRE 


Bors. 
17 Caroline Webb 


Name or Parents. 


Moses Webb 


Benjamin Savory 16 Maria Savory 

Felix Lesseur 10 Louis Lesseur 

Jose Brava 11 George Brava 

John Two-Crabs 11 Thomas Two-Crabs 
Gres. 


Isabella Savory 
Carrie Pease 

It is almost needless to say that, notwith- 
standing the lack of accommodation for pas- 
sengers which the Alert afforded, commander 
Cotton willingly agreed to the suggestion of 
governor Takeda, and even placed his own 
cabin at the disposal of the two girls; and on 
the vessel arriving in Yokohama they were 
seon safely in charge of their new guardian. 

We may mention bere that with the excep- 
tion of Carrie Pease, the others had signed 
contracts to remain under Mr. Shaw’s direc- 
tion for a period of three years, the exception 
referred to, on account of her extreme youth, 
being under an engagement to remain for 
six years. 

Daring the stay of tho Alert at the Bonin 
islands the officers of the ship obtained some 
very interesting particulars regarding the 
people, their methods of living and govern- 


ment. When Commodore Perry visited the 
islands in 1853 he took posseasion of the 
Southern group in the name of the United 
States Government, and caused a copper 
plate to be fastened to a tree bearing the 
following inscription :— 

“This southern group of islands has been ex- 
plored and taken possession of by Commander 

ohn Kelly and officers of the U. S. ship Plymouth 
under orders from Commodore M. C. Perry on be- 
half of the United States of North America. This 
80th day of October 1853.” 

At the same time the national flag was 
hoisted and a salate fired from the ship. The 
flag was left flying when the vessel left. The 
population of this acquired territory at that 
time did not exceed eleven. The soil was a 
rich, sandy loam, capable of producing fine 
crops of sweet potatoes and corn. Lemons, 
pine apples, aud tobacco grew wild. Wild 
hogs were plentifal at the north end of the 
main island. Birds, such as pigeons, plover, 
and ducks abounded, and the land was 
infested with rats. 

Commodore Perry did what he could to- 
wards bringing the Bonin islanders under some 
sort of control, and to induce them to recog- 
nise some law. With this object in view 
the commodore cansed the following regula- 
tions to be drawn up and signed :— 

We, the undersigned, residents and settlers on 
Peel Island in convention assembled, wi 
to promote each other's mutual welfare by forming 

overnment, have ordained and establii the 
following articles which we solemnly bind ourselves 
to support for the period of two years :— 

Agron I. 

The style of our government shall be “The 
Colony of Peel Island.” 
Agticre IT. 

The government shall consist of a chief magis- 
trate and a council comprised of two 8, 
by virtue of this article, we unanimonaly elect and 


98° 


THE JAPAN. GAZETTE. 


appoint Nathaniel Savory, chief magistrate, and 
James Mottley, and Thomas H. Webb, councilmen 
—each to hold his said office of chief magistrate and 
councilman for the iod of two years from the 
date of this convention. The said chief magis- 
trate and council shall have power to enact such 
rules and tions for the government of this 
island as by them from time to time may appear 
necessary for the poblic 3 such rules and 
regulations to become binding on the residents 
must have the approval and concurrence of two- 
thirds of the whole number of residente. 


Apriois ITI. 


Until such time as the chief magistrate and 
council may be enabled to form a code of regu- 
lations, we unanimously ordain and establish the 
following thirteen sections under this article 


which have full force and effect until the 


adoption of others, and the expiration of two |; 


Suction 1.—It shall be the duty of any and all 
person or having claims and demands 
other, who shall have any disputes 

or difficulties between themselves, which they can- 
not amicably settle, to refer the same to the chief 
magistrate and council for janiudicalion and set- 
tlement; and their decision will be final and bind- 


ing. 

Sxcrion aA Las gevlgndia ue. colony saa be 
@ pecuniary 3 no lor any offence 
aba exceed the sum of— 2 if 

Sxortox 3.—The chief te and council 
shall have power to direct the seizure and sale of 
amy property of any offender sufficient to pay the 
same against whom a fine has been d |, when- 
ve it may be found within the limits of Peel 

sland. 

Sxcriow 4.—It shall be unlawful for any resident, 
settler or other person on the island, to entice any- 
body to desert from any vessel that may come into 
Suis Ports oF: be: pecrets or," barbour any sach 

leserter. 


Sxcrion 5.—Any person who shall entice, counsel 
or aid any other person to desert from any vessel 
in this or shall harbour or conceal him to 
prevent his apprehension, shall be liable to a fine 
not exceeding 50 dollars. 


Sxction 6.—All moneys arising from the levy 
of fines upon offenders shall be a public fand 
for the use of and belong to the colony; and 
the same shall be placed in the hands of 
the chief magistrate for safe keeping, and 
to appropriate to such purposes as the chief 
. magistrate and council may deem necessary and 

proper ; and a correct account of all expenditures 
of said moneys shall be kept by them and a state- 
ment of receipts and expenditures published at 
the end of the year. 

Suowion 7.—. 


ee blic moneys remaining unex- 


en ands of one year shall be equally 
divided am the present settlers, unless other- 
wise ordained by a convention of the people. 
; cgiana hey ‘ort peauls one There shall be 
wo re; appointed and recognized pilots for 
this by virtue of this section of Art. III, 
we hereby unanimously appoint James Mottley and 
Thomas H. Webb as such Tor & period of two years 
from the date of this convention. Said pilots may 
appoint capable substitutes under them, and it 
anal be unlawful for any other person or 
to lorm the duty of pilot. Any one who shall 
withont the authority of either of the appointed 
pilots attempt to pilot any vessel into or out of this 
port, shall be liable to a fine equal to the amount 
of the established rate of pilotage. 


Srorion 9.—It shall be unlawfal for any com- 
mander of a vessel to discharge any of his crew in 
this ‘port: without the permission from the chief 
magistrate and council, and no commander of a 
vessel shall leave any sick or helpless man or men 
upon the ialand unless he procure a house for him 
or rer ang ake suitabie arrangements for his 
or their comfort and subsistence duri i 
their illness. eS. 

Section 10.—Any pergon or persons not owning 
land upon this island who may hereafter enter 
into: lp in trade with a resident and land 
holder, or who shall purchase an undivided in- 
terest in the land ofa resident, must enter into 
written articles of and obtain a written 
tithe to the - interest he may purchase 
in lands, stock &c. ; and in the event of dissolution 
of partnership, or death of either party. partition 
of the property shall be made by the chiel magis- 
trate and council, whose duty it shall be to secure 
and take charge of the 


tty and effects of an} 
deceased person for the beusfit of his friends 2, 


in the year of Our Lord, one thousand eight hund- 
red and fifty-three, I, Nathaniel Savory, born in 


resident of this island, having in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-six located, 
staked out and held as my own property accord- 

that certain 


part of the bay or harbour of Port Lloyd in the 
said island commonly called and known at present 
as Peel Island, including the entire and both sides 
of the creek which empties into the said harbour 
called the Ten Fathom Hole, and which said piece 
or Rareel of ground has a front on the said harbour 
of Ten 


or less, with a depth from low water mark of five 
handred 
all of which said pi 
will the creek herein 
and do by these presente, sell, transfer, assign aud 
make over unto Commodore W. E. Perry of the 
ns | U. S. Navy, here present 
ledging due delivery and possession thereof for 
himself, his heirs and assigns forever together 
with all my right, title and interest whatsoever 
thereunto appertaining. 


the sum of fifty dollars and other benefits, and 


the said Nathaniel Savory hereby acknowledges the | 
receipt thereof and grants soquittance therefor 


Peel Island, on the day, month and year first 
above written, in the 


Sxcrion 11.—Any person or persons who shall 
be guilty of » or waste upon the lands of 
any of the inhabitants, shall be fined in a emall 
gum equal to the value of the damage or waste 
he or they may commit thereon, upon a proper 
adjudication thereof by the chief magistrate and| request that you lorbid the cutting uf timber, 
council. or any trespass thereon on pain of penalties of the 

Sxcrion 12.—The chief magistrate and council law. 


U.S. Sream Fatcars “ Susquananma.” 
Port Lloyd, Peel Island, Jane 16th, 1863. 


8iz,—I give charge as m; it of the piece 
of ground. tin dag erchased of you by me, and 


may when they deem it necessary, call a conven- Bespectfally, 
tion of the people to propose new, and make 
amendments to the foregoing rules and regula- Your obedient servant, 


tions. 

Sxcrion 18.—Any and all persons who shall here- 
after emigrate or settle in this colony shall be 
mabjoct and held amenable to the foregoing rules 

regulations. 


M. OC. Puaar. 
Mr. Narnanrat Savony, 
Port Loyd, Peel Island. 


U. 8. Sraam Faicars “ Susquenamna.” 
Port Lloyd, Peel Island June, 15th, 1868. 


Srm:—I hereby appoint agent to look after 
and take eof certain Live stock landed. from 


the ship for of im ing the breed 
of animals useful in husbandry, the pasturage of 
this and the neighbouring ist i. 
And I have to direct that none of the said animals 


Savory in Port Lloyd, Peel Island, on the 28th 
day of August a.p. 1853.—We solemnly pledge 
ourselves to each other to support and carry out 
the same. 
In testimony whereof we have hereunto sub- 
scribed our names the day and year aforesaid. 
. that the bulls and cows be itted to multi 
(Signed) oven after that time, in view of furnishing to the 
farmers of the islands a sufficient number of cattle 


NarHaniz1 Savory. 
Tomas H. Wass. 
James Morrier. 


@ J for the p! h and other agricultural and useful 
yan once: Pura sth mes appoint you agent for the U. 8. 
Gronar W.(his mark) Brav. uadren under my command at the Bonin Islands, 
Joazrx (his mark) Cutan. | to look after the comforts and interests of any one 


Guonar Horton. 


Commodore Perry purchased a piece of 
land from Savory, with the object of, when 
necessary, using it as a coal wharf, and the 
following deed of transfer was drawn up and 
signed by the contracting parties :— 


who may land at the islands from said squadron, 
and to take charge of all to 
ery squadron, or to ene bana bes pe) 
and you are invested authori 
scoardingly. 


One man named John Smith belonging to the 
U. 8. Naval Service will be landed from this ship 
to assist you in the duties entrusted to your 


and he will have orders to refer to for adi 
Prat Istanp, and instructions. abs 
Harbour of Port Lloyd. bare caused your name to be placed upon the 
books of this ship for and provisions, and you 
Jane 16th, 1868. are consequently attached to the navy of the U. 8., 


Be it known, that on this fifteenth day of June, | and possessed of all the privileges and immunities 


to be derived therefrom. 

The John Smith referred to above was left 
on shore with six months provisions, but the 
Commodore, wishing no doubt to prevent 
quarrelling as far as ible, left no liqaor 


the U.S. of America, and twenty-three years a 


ing to the usage of the island, all behind. Smith was chai to keep a log 
ion, parcel or piece of ground frontin; hat i: leparture 
called the Ten Fathom Hole, the same bein a and note the arrival and di of. all 


vessels coming and going, names of captains, 
cargo, d&c., and to notify deserters from 
vessels that they would not be: shipped in 
the U. 8. squaadron, as well as to notify. all 
persons found harbouring deserters 

U. 8. men-of-war that they would be punish- 
ed according to law. é 


These particulars were obtained from docu- 
ments in the pension of Mrs. Savory, who 
most resolutely refased for any consideration 
to part with the originals, and it was with 
some reluctance that a copy even could be 
obtained. What became of the cattle left 
behind by Commodore Perry we are unable 
to say ; for so far as we are aware the princi- 
pal animals on the islands are wild hogs and 


hich abound i 6 bers.— Aug. 
which said sum of fifty dollars with other benefits oo r he ayes Shes ae ame 


Fathom Hole of one thousand yards; more 


more or leas between. parallel lines, 
or ground er 
fore mentioned. bs cree 


accepting and sacknow- 


The said sale is made for and in consideration of 


———————_—___— ] 


We are glad to notice that at the annual 
general meeting of the Society of Arts held 
on June 29th, Professor Perry, formerly of 


Thus done’ and signed in the island known as 


resence of Edwin Fithian: 


and J. Green, la witnesses above the age: 


of twenty-one. The words interlined “ more or|the Imperial College of Engineering in Tokio, 
less” approved. was awarded a for papers read before 
(Signed) W. C. Perry. the society during the year. Amongst other 

a NarHanrer Savory. oe gael a es — tee Graham 

4 ll,, Mr. Siemens, Sir Bartle Frere, and Sir 
Ayitaestes Fre Richard Temple. Professor Perry has also, 
baal  Oidawe we: are informed, been appointed Cantor 


lecturer before the society for the ensuing 
season. We always notice with pleasure 
genuine successes of this description attained 
by old residents of Japan in the broader 
world of science and letters at home. 


Commodore Perry also appointed Savory 
the guardian of his property and certain 
animals which he left on the island with the 
following authority :— 
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Correspondence. 


“T.W.” TO THE “NICHI NICHI SHINBUN.’ 


(Tux publication of this letter was begun in 
the Nichi Nichi Shinbun on the 8th instant and 


completed to-day. The first portion was trans- 
lated and published in this paper on the 8th 


aud 9th instant, when it was resolved to await 


the appearance of the entire letter in order to 


present it intact.) 
Sm:—I have read with mach interest the 


remarks you have recently published upon one 
of my letters to the London Economist, and am 


induced by your wish to have the discussion 
continued, and by your courteous mannor, to 
ask you now to allow me to point out certain 
errors into which you have been led by the 
date of the republication of my letters in 
Japan. 

First.—These letters were written last 
year, about the time when the government 
tried to check the depreciation of kinsaten by 
selling silver from its reserves, and before it 
was known that this impradent policy had 
been abandoned. 

Second.—They were written long before it 
was determined to discontinue commercial and 
industrial enterprise on government account, 
and before the burean of agriculture and com- 
merce was established. 

Third.—They were not intended for publica- 
tion in Japan, nor for the purpose of criticising 


the government or of offering advice to the 


people of this country; but only to furnish 
foreign capitalists with information which 
might be useful in case the new loan, then 
spoken of, should be put on the market. 

If you will consider these facts you will see 


that eome of your remarks, implying that my 


suggestions were untimely, superfluous, or 
officious, are not quite just. 

This explanation being personal, is of little 
consequence to your readers; but it is neces- 
sary to make in order that such value as my 
views may be thought to possess should not be 
diminished by erroneous ideas respecting their 
purpose or date. 

1.—You say that government expenditures 
for the promotion of trade and production had 
no connection with the depreciation of the 
currency. But if you will reflect that these 
expenditures assisted to exhaust the treasury, 
and caused some millions of kinsatsu to be put 
into circulation, you will see that they could 
not have been without influence. 

If this method of wasting the revenue on 
unprofitable or injurious trading or manufac- 
turing establishments, or in assisting a few 
favoured individuals at the public cost, has 
now really been abandoned, the people of Japan 
sre much to be congratulated. 

‘There are certain things even of a com- 
mercial nature which can be better and more 
advantageously done by the government than 
by private persons: bnt the number of such 
things is very limited, and the limit can not 
be passed, even in Japan, without direct wrong 
to the people. 

2.—With regard to a foreign loan you seem 
to overlook the fact that I deprecated such a 
remedy for the currency difficulty, maintain. 
ing that an existing debt to the Japanese 
people such as the paper currency represents, 
was preferable to a debt to foreigners. But 
as to a foreign loan for useful public works, 
the construction of which by means of native 
capital only is hardly possible, the case is 

- entirely different, and with your permission 


I will make this clear in another letter. Moan. 
time, as you say that the idea of such a loan 
has been considered and renounced, I will 
only remark that in my opinion, such a deci- 
sion is unfortunate for the people of this 
country, who appear to be greatly in need of 
facilities which certain public works would 
give them yet quite unable to supply the 


capital required for such works. 


3.—You agroe with me that the right remedy 
for the defects of the currency is to increase 
the metallic reserve. But you object to having 
that reserve increased by means of additional 
How, then, is it to be increased ? 
If the government may not trade nor mann- 
But 
borrowing from foreigners being objectionable, 
while borrowing from Japanese is apparently 
impracticable, the only remaining. resource is 
You will no doubt insist that 
economy in expenditure and larger customs 
duties will allow of some accumulation in the 


taxation. 


facture, it must either borrow or tax. 


taxation. 


Treasury. 


But as to the former the budget shows that 
there is no prospect of any economy. The 
estimated expenditure just balances the re- 
venue, yen 59,933,507 on -one aide, and yen 
And though seme 
saving may be effected under the head of 
“Creation of Industries etc.” through the new 
policy you mention, yet in the other items there 
is a natural and steady growth which will more 


59,933,507 on the . other. 


than absorb all such savings. 


The last budget shows that the sum of yen 
46,102,818 was required last year for the 
army, the navy and the pay of government 
This is nearly 
80 per cent. of the whole annual expenditure. 
Economies in other items would, therefore, be 
Yet 
it is quite clear that it does increase and that 
The goveroment is 
obliged to maintain its forces and its officers. 
It can not safely reduce them. What a popular 
government might do in this way to save 
expense, a despotic government dare not do. 
For if it be not always alert and ready it risks 
such a fate as recently befell the Empire in 
But government employés require 
food and clothing like other men, and when 
the price of everything is rising, their pay and 
the materials which government needs, must 
tise also. Such being the case increase in this 
large item is inevitable, reduction quite im- 


officials throughout the empire. 


of little avail if this item is to increase. 


it must continue to do so. 


France. 


possible. 


Now if expenditure steadily advances and 
revenue stands still, the one will soon be far 
behind the other. It seems necessary therefore 
to advance the revenue also, and under present 
arrangements this can only be done by increasing 


some kind of taxation. You advise augmenting 
the customs duties. I have no objection to that 


plan, and I emphatically deny that foreigners 


prevent your government from adopting it. 
Few persons know this question better than I 
do, and I say that there are hardly any intelli- 
gent foreigners in Japan who are not entirely 
willing that the tariff should be revised and 
the import duties increased. It is true that 
foreigners who have expatriated themselves to 
do business in Japan ; who have planted here 
costly establishments; and who have to pay 
the people attached to those establishments, are 
naturally opposed to any measures calculated 
to reduce or to destroy their business. But 
very few of them have any objections against 
such an increase of duties as will leave the 
volume of trade unhindered. For they know 
perfectly well that the importer only pays sueh 
taxes temporarily, and finally recovers them 
from the coneumer. The only real interest 
that foreigners have in the matter is that trade 


should go on. But this is equally tho interest 


of the Japanese people (who want foreign trade 
in order to sell their own surplus products) 
and of the government, which shonld desire 
to encourage that trade in order to derive the 
gteatest possible revenue from it. Whenever 
the question is approached iu this spirit it will 
be found that the foreign opposition which 
you speak of is far from being formidable. 

‘As you call upon moe to exert myself 
to have the treaties revised, I may say 
that Ihave for many years maintained that 
the Japanese government is fully entitled to 
increase the customs duties, and that my own 
government recoguizes this right. Nor do I 
believe that any foreign government seriously 
opposes its exercise. Unhappily, however, 
Japan has coupled this matter of tariff revision 
with other matters which are much less easy 
of adjustment. Had this mistake not been 
made you might have hed a tariff to your lik- 
ing years ago, without any difficulty whatever. 

But even if the government should collect 
four times the present customs duties, as you 
propose, the yield, upon the existing volume of 
trade, would be only about yen 10,000,000 a 
year, or yen 7,500,000. more than is now col- 
lected. 

Such a sum as this would do so little to- 
wards improving the curreucy that it is far 
more likely to he applied to the growing ex- 
penditure I have mentioned. If my opinion 
were asked I should say it was quite certain to 
be used for the latter purpose only and not for 
the former. In any case, what are higher 
duties on imported goods but new taxes on the 
Japanese consumer ? 

It is evident therefore that, whatever the 
method, the result is increased taxation 
of the Japanese people. 

4.—This brings us'to the question, how can 
taxation be increased with the least hardship 
and the utmost benefit to the people. You say 
increase customs duties and other indirect 
taxes. I say you can not greatly increase 
customs duties without destroying the trade 
which yields them and uselessly irritating those 
who depend on that trade. As to other in- 
direct taxes, the budget values them all together 
at about yen 8,090,000 (post office omitted); 
of which abont yen 6,000,000 is pon eaké 
and other liquors. This is but a emall sum, 
but probably no addition could be:mede to 
these taxes without exciting pepular commo- 
tion. 

The only other taxes are the land taxes, 

Let us consider ther if theycan be angmented. 

In your remarks you attribute to me the 
view that taxation in Japan had veached its 
maximum, and upon this error of your own 
you found a charge of inconsisteney against 
me. But I did not say and do not believe that 
taxation hes reached its maximum in Japan. 
What I said was that taxation wae. less easy 
for the present government than for its prede- 
cessors, but that recent good crops tended to 
reduce the difficulty. I cannot diseover any- 
thing irrational in thus connecting taxes, which 
yield the national revenue, with crops, which 
compose the national wealth. They are closely 
connected in every country, and it would be 
very strange, and very dangerous, if they were 
independent if each other in Japan. 

Tt is no doubt true that taxation is less 
willingly borne when the people are unrepre- 
sented in the government, and I heartily 
sympathise with your reasoning on this point. 
But that is not the present question. That 
question is only, can the existing government 
augment taxation without oppressing the people 
and endangering its own power. It seems to 
me that this question can be answered affirma- 
tively, and I will proceed to state my reasoug 
for thinking #0, 
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Tho national land tax being 24 per cent. on 
the value of all land, and the provincial tax, 
which was formerly } per cont., being now 
about , per cent., the total land tax is about 
35 per cent. on the value. This is not a high 
rate of taxation in a country where much 
heavier taxes formerly valid | where the 
total of other taxes is small (less than one fifth 
of the whole revenue) ; where the yield of land 
is unusually great; and where the average 
rate of profit (as the average rate of interost 
shows) is very high. Nor do I find anything 
in your articles to convict me of error in this 
respect or to lead me to doubt a considerably 
larger amount might be gathered from the 
land tax without serious difficulty. 

I favour the augmentation of this tax for 
the reason that it is the surest, simplest, and 
most equitable form of taxation which can be 
devised. It is sure because land is a fixed 
thing. It is simple because owners of land 
can be easily found ond the value of land 
easily ascertained. It is equitable because 
every one is taxed in proportion to the extent 


valuable products, 
products each year 


Norway) with a 
exports annually 
value. That is to say, 

fertile Japan amount to 


to 15 yen for each individual. 
speak for themselves and prove 


industrial development of Japan is very incom- 
plete and that 
advantage. 

It may be interesting in this connection to 
lay before your readers the following com- 
parisons, drawn from official statistics for the 
year 1876, 


Reduced to Silver yen or 
Dollars. 


Population. “Exports. Imports. 


the 35 millions of people in 
Japan have less than yen 30 millions of surplus 
to sell to foreigners, whereas 
the cold northern country of Sweden (including 
Population of only 6 millions, 
nearly 90 millions of yen in 
the surplus products of 
less than one yen per 
year for each individual, while the surplus 
products per year of sterile Sweden amount 
These figures 
to me that the 


it might be stimulated with 


or value of the land he occupies or which sup- j 58685870 27,711,897 29,064,678 


id 
ports him. Those who hire land from others Norway... 6,851,402 88,101,000 117,883,000 
pay their tax in the form of rent to the land Netherlands 8,924,792 197,800,000" 266,000,000 
owner who pays the government. Even the|Belgium...... 6,836,185 213,000,000 290,000,000 


Tt will be observed that all these European 
countries enjoy what is called in Japan an 
“adverse balance of trade,” but there is no 
sign of any of them being ruined by it. On 
the contrary, up to late dates, they were all 


ar who lives on the public road pays part 
ores tax in the price of his food. No Aso 
wholly escapes. The rich or luxurious man 
occupying extensive or valuable ground pays a 
large sum. The poor man pays but a little. 


But every one contributes according to his 
wealth. There is no other tax so equitable, 
provided it be fairly levied according to the 
value of the land. 

You intimate, however, as regards this tax, 
the farmers are unjustly treated. What I hoar 
. on all sides is that, in general, farmers have 
been very fortunate of late, first in gathering 
large crops and second in getting high prices, 
Ifthat be so they ought to bear cheerfully 
their full share of the taxes necessary to the 
government. But it is possible that what you 
suggest has some foundation in fact. 


For, according to the budget, rico land, 
arable land, and rural building land, 
40,336,927 out of the 41,901,441 yen 
of total land tax, while city lands pay 
only 804,594 yen, or less than 2 per 
cent. of the whole. This sum capitalized 
at the rate of 3.7 per cent. would give a total 
of lees than 22 millions of yen as the value of 
all the urban lands in Japan, which is certainly 
a very smallsum. I should suppose that the 
land of either Tokio or Osaka alone would be 
worth more than yen 22 millions. It may be 
therefore that a full and impartial valuation of 
town lands would add very considerably to the 
product of the national land tax without 
troubling the farmers. But on this matter I 
can not of course form any accurate judgment, 
aud should like to see it fully discussed in 
your journal. 


5.—You do me much injustice in supposing 
that I meant to disparage the farmers of 
Japan, or to compare them with “ roving 
tribes.” No one admires the beanty of their 
fields or the careful excellence of their culture 
more than Ido. But I find it impossible to 
agree with you that “ the agricultural resources 
of Japan are so developed that little remains to 
be doue.” 


It is the judgment of every observer who 
has written on this subject that agricultural 
production in Japan might easily be augmented 
very largely, and when I read that only about 
one seventh of the soil is cultivated, I must 
conclude that these observers are correct. 
What I myself see is that, with a particularly 
fertile country yielding many exceptionally 


remarkably prosperous countries, and very 
well satisfied with the condition of their trade. 

Now there are only two or three ways by 
which a government can effectively stimulate 
the industry of the people. One is to provide 
facilities for transportation of products to 
Another is to bestow honours and 


market. 
distinctions on those who excel in industry. 
A third is to apply the spur of taxation. And 
this last is the most efficient of all. For the 
people may lazily neglect to use the roads pro- 
vided, and they may be indifferent to rank and 
rewards, but they cannot disregard tho collector 
of taxes. If, for example, the owners of the 
land now lying uncultivated all over Japan 
were compelled to pay taxes on those lands 
under penalty of having them sold to others, 
do you suppose they would let them lie un- 
productive as at present ? . 

As my letter is so long, I can but touch on 
this topic, but I think you will see that it 
offers a vast field for investigation. 

6.—You rightly imply that to increase the 
efficiency, that is, the productiveness of labour, 
an increase of capital is necessary. Nothing is 
more true, than that capital is as essential 
to labour as tools are to a carpenter. 
Neither can accomplish much without the 
other. And it is evident enough that capital 
available for tho assistance of industry is 
scarce in Japan. If it were abundant we 
should not see so many proposers of new 
undertakings running first to the govern- 
ment for the money required to begin them. 
It is clear that those gentlemen, who must 
know very well the true state of things, 
believe that the only enterprising capitalist 
in the country is the Okurasho. Now, 
as the Okurasho has resolved hereafter to 
devote ifs funds exclusively to government 
affairs, capital for such private business must be 
sought elsewhere. Where is it to be obtained ? 
Those “patriots” who now wish to- drive 
foreign capital away from Japan, instead of 
encouraging it to come and to remain here, 
ought to furnish an answer to this question. 

7.—But increased production will be of little 
avail to Japan without increased facilities of 
transportation to ready markets. You say that 
this remedy is being applied and I admit that 


through the establishment of the Miteu Bishi 
Company (which has dome great service to the 
trade of Japan, besides having saved the gov- 
eroment during the Satsuma rebellion) and 
through the contraction of railways and other 
roads something is being done in this direction. 
Still, this work goes on very slowly, and it 
also requires a good deal of capital. I read 
that the people are being urged to supply the 
capital needed for it, but it seems very donbt- 
ful if they can do so without withdrawing from 
ordinary industry the capital equally needed in 
that department. And it appears to me that 
it would be infinitely better for the country if 
all the roads, like the telegraphs and post 
office, were made, maintained, and controlled 
by the government. 

8.—I have endeavoured in the foregoing re- 
marke to respond in some measure to your 
call for suggestions as to means of removing 
popular apathy in Japan, and shall feel 
pleased if you find what I have written 
of any value in that way. I think that 
exertion is the only true remedy for apathy, 
and that industrial apathy is a greater evil 
just now in Japan than political apathy. The 
present system of government seems, on the 
whole, to suit the Japanese people, and I think 
any great change, uader existing circumstances, 
might yield more evils than advantages. At 
all events it would be presumptuous in 
me to offer any advice in that matter. 
You are yourself of the liberal party. Yet 
you evidently fear that railways and other 
measures for the increase of production and 
trade, may involve some political changes and 
troubles. I do not in the least share your 
apprehensions; but that you can entertain 
such apprehensions is a reason why I should 
not complicate clear and simple propositions 
about industrial affairs with difficult discus- 
sious about political matters. My conviction 
is that if the Japanese people will attend for 
the present carefully and wisely to the former, 
their political needs will in due time be happi- 
ly adjusted. 

I an, Sir, 
Very respectfully yours, 


T. W. 
Yokohama, July 1881. 


Tue Nichi Nichi Shinbun, makes the follow- 
ing comments on the letter recently addressed 
to its columns by “ T.W.” : 


A foreign gentleman in Yokohama signing 
the initials “T.W.” lately wrote to The 
Economist, a newspaper published in London, 
a letter in which he earnestly and fairly 
discussed the paper currency of this country. 
We published a translation of that letter, 
and endeavoured to draw public attention to 
it. To our remarks “T.W.” replied in a 
letter to this paper published in the early 
part of the month. In that letter it is clear 
that the more attention tho writer pays to 
the subject his arguments become stronger ; 
we also observe the similarity between his 
views and our own, the only difference being 
on the increase of the land tax. To this 
matter we shall refer at a later time for 
the purpose of soliciting the opinions. of 
“T.W.” and the public thereon. 

“T.W.” says that his letters (to The 
Economist) were written last year about the 
time when the government tried to check 
depreciation of kinsateu by the sale of silver 
withdrawn from the reserves; and before 
they hnd resolved upon the discontinuance 
of indnstrial and commercial enterprises on 
government acoount; also before the bureau 
of agriculture and commerce was establisbed, 
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half per cent. on the value of land declared 
in its title deed, 2.5 per cent. is really 
meant, and is induced to think the tax 
in question very light. But if the far- 
mers be questioned about their real condi- 
tion, T.W. will find that the rental mention- 
ed in the title deed is declared upon the 
price of the land it representa, calculated 
from crops raised from it. Indeed he will 
see also that in spite of 2.5 per cent. 
on the price of land declared in title 
deeds, (a8 nominal ground rent) the real 
tax on it is 30 or 40 per cent, somewhat 
lighter than the tax under the old system of 
taxation in which four parts of each crop 
belong to the government and six to the 
farmers. But fortunately our farmers have 
been favoured with good crops for several 
years, and the high price of rice for the past 
two or three years, so that they are in a pro- 
sperous condition. By this circumstance © .W. 
is led to believe that farmers are generally 80 
wealthy, because he is not well acquainted 
with the condition of the country. Such 
being the cause of the prosperity of farmers 
at present, if a revision in the present as- 
sessment of land is made the source of their 
wealth will soon disappear, aud they can, 
therefore, only hope to continue in & pro- 
sperons state till the 18th year of Meiji, 
when such a revision will take place. This 
is the reason why we object to the increase 
of the land tax. This is not all. See what 
ia the total amount of taxes levied upon 
land. - Besides 2.5 per cent. for imperial 
taxes, there are local taxes levied to the 
amount of two-thirds of the imperial 
taxes, and municipal taxes for the expendi- 
pass away. tures of each district, town, village, d&c. 5 
4.—T.W. says in connection with the and all these taxes will be about half 
economy of the government that now prices ; the crop of any land. It is only because 
are very high the expenditare of the of saving some surplus, that farmers can in- 
government naturally tends to increase and it | vest money In cattle, manure, or In reclaiming 
ia impossible to prevent it. It is so in- | waste land; but if their taxes are inc! 
deed, and of course it is a matter of impossi- | they will be deprived of means to improve 
bility for the government to reduce expendi- their condition. Is this a sound principle of 
ture while they pursue the same business as | Political economy ? */ 
at present. However, as we said before, they 6.—T.W. seriously declares the price of 
have determined not to engage in agriculture, land in cities such as Tokio, Osaka, é&c. is 
industries, or commerce, and so their busi-|tco cheap, and proposes to introduce the 
ness will be certainly simplified to a great plan of increasing the tax on building lands 
extent and their expenditures will also be|in cities. At first sight this seems very 
lessened in the same degree. reasonable, but at the same time we must 
If the sam so saved is appropriated to meet notice that the assessed value of building 
increased expenditure caused by the rise of land is much higher than its real price, 
prices, no deficiency will be manifest in the while the contrary is the case with cultivated 
treasury; that is to aay, the government, laud. The land of cities is all building land 
having to carry on fewer businesses than|and the way profits are obtained from it is 
before, with less expenditure, there will | of course different to cultivated land. Now 
; if,.the price of these two kinds of lands is 


be no necessity to increase their income|'. c c 
in order to meet the rise in prices. We estimated in the same way, great discontent 


think that if taxes on saké and tobacco are and excitement will ensue among citizens, 
added as a supplement, the government will because the differeuce between these two 
not be obliged to further increase paper in sorts of land now existing, is @ proper balance 
order to cover a deficiency produced in the naturally produced, farmers ? citizens) hav- 
treasury. ing to pay taxes on their trade, besides on the 
5,—Thus, if customs duties are appropriat- lands and houses they occupy. We do not 
ed for the reduction of currency, and all think it would be pradent to disturb the 
other taxes for state expenditures and the | Proper balance of taxation for the sake of 
reduction of national bonds, no war happen- the equalization of land. 
ing during the next ten years, and the go- (To be continued.) 
vernment practice an economical policy with- 
out venturing out of their proper sphere, . 
it is not impossible to stop the depreciation TRIAL BY JUBY. 
of paper pc restore our ea, toa pape 
footing. ur opinion is that this mas cal- " 
culated on with tolerable safety. Should it To the editor of the Jupan Gazette. 
be so, no new tax will be required; nor is it} Dzar Sir :—Some time sincé I saw iv your 
necessary to increaso the jand tax. Tbe|columns some comments upon the absence in 
reason why ‘T.W. insists on increasing | the new codes about to be put into operation 
this tax is, that ho does not recognize the | of any provision for “ trial by jury.” In view 
fact that Iand tax is heavy in reality. Per-|of the fact that the chief offices of the 
baps bo superficially thinks that by two and a| government are mostly filled by men from the 


As mentioned in paragraph 1, the govern- 
ment save by the simplification o! their 
business to meet their increased outlay ; and 
they will be in a position to appropriate the 
ten (sic) millions gained from an augmented 
tariff to the reduction of paper. If the ten 
millions are annually applied to this purpose 
the effect will be seen in an improved car- 
rency. 

If treaty revision is arranged as we hope 
it will be and the customs receipts become 
four times greater than at present, thereby 
securing e sum of ten million yen, the value 
of currency will be gradually restored as 
the reserve fund accumulates year by year. 
In point of fact, the rash policy of at once 
exchanging all the paper currency, which 
amounts to over 100,000,000 yen, for specie 
cannot be adopted, and if it ever should be 
put into practice the result will be that, 
whilst specie is superseding paper money an 
injury, equal to that accompanying the de- 
preciation of sateu will be inflicted. If, how- 
ever, ten yeara are allowed for the withdrawal 
of this sum, it will be easily aécom- 
plished. Why then, is it necessary to with- 
draw it at once ? 

Moreover, we see from the present condi- 
tion of our foreign trade that it has a tep- 
dency to improve, and increased duties will 
not be so heavy as to check trade; and 
if it increases it will not require ten years 
to realize the sum of 100,000,000 yen. There- 
fore we believe that if customs daties are 
applied to the redaction of the currency, 
after the present treaty is revised, currency 
now inconvertible can become both con- 
vertible and interchangeable before ten years 


and when a foreign loan was spoken of as 
possible. In this case we regard ‘“ T.W.’s” 
suggestions as neitRer untimely, superflaous, 
nor officious. They were proper and useful 
comments for the information of foreign 
countries ; and would no doubt have proved 
beneficial to ourselves bad they appeared in 
this country last year. We will now deal 
vias each article of the letter last written 
us. 


1. “'T.W.” seems to imply that we had 
taken the position of holding government 
expenditure for the promotion of trade and 
production to have no connection with the 
depreciation of currency. It is probable our 
meaning has not been properly conveyed to 
“T.W.” in translation. Certainly the pro- 
motion of trade has necessitated great ex- 
penditure and go assiated to exhaust the trea- 
ral as “'T.W.” says, though not directly 
to depreciate currency. Our anxiety about 
this serious matter has been great, and from 
time to time we have earnestly recom- 
mended the government to abandon all 
their engagements in unprofitable trading and 
manufacturing establishments, and to with- 
draw from the assistance of a few favoured 
persons at the public cost; and fortunately 
this policy is fast being changed by our 
government, though in some cases it is likely 
to ‘be continued in one and abandoned in 
another. However this may be, the govern- 
ment are said to have resolved definitively to 
withdraw from all agricultural, commercial, 
and industrial pursuits, and we hope their 
interference therewith will gradually cease. 
“TW.” is perfectly right in saying there is 
a narrow limit to those things in which 
& government can engage and that limit 
cannot be passed without direct wrong 
to the people. The government, aware of 
this fact, are suspending all their trading 
adventures, by which means their business is 
much simplified, and a large saving is effect- 
ed, sufficient to meet increased expenditure 
caused by the rise of prices, so that there 
will be no necessity for increasing the revenue 
even if no money be saved. 

2.—We agree with “T. W.” that it is not 
wise policy at present to raise a foreign loan 
for the purpose of relieving currency by ex- 
changing it for specie; and that a domestic 
loan is much to be preferred. To the inex- 
pediency of a foreign loan we referred some 
time ago when the ramours were afloat that 
a foreign loan was to be raised for the re- 
demption of paper. The public recollect 
this, and perhaps “T. W.” may do 80 
also. Regarding a foreign loan for the con- 
struction of public works we will not now 
make any remarks, preferring to leave it for 
another occasion. 

3. The most effective process in the rescue 
of currency is increased reserves. We do 
not dispute this, but to carry it out increased 
taxation is a necessity, both domestic and 
foreign loans being objectionable. But as it 
is impossible to increase the tax on land, the 
only course open is to raise customs duties 
and miscellaneous taxes. It is true that 
customs duties, though paid by foreigners 
first, are eventually borne by the consumer, 
et they are indirect and consequently less 
difficult to levy, and therefore there are no 
taxes more proper to increase than these. 
Bot “T. W.” asserts that if the tariff is 


be but 10,000,000 yen anuually ; that is to 
say, 7,500,000 yen more than at present, a 


um ins 
neefol to meet the increased expenditare of 


‘phe government caused by the rige in prices. 
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middle classos, and that fow if any of the] local tribunals partake much of the nature of 


judges in any of the courts are either men of 
superior learning, social rank, or exceptional 
integrity of ebaracter, it is hard to see why 
these mediocre jodges might not well be assisted 
in deciding civil and criminal cases by twelve 
men drawn by lot from the same class of 
society. The twelve men selected from tho 
people would be less dependent upon the go- 
vernment officials than the judges, and it 
would be rather a difficult undertaking to bribe 
both judge and jury and keep the secret safe 
from discovery. 

But I now write principally for the purpose 
of stating thet I believe there is already in 
existence in this country the germ of indepen- 
dent courts, at least independent of govern- 
ment appointment or dismissal, and in which 
also may be found somthing like the principle of 
“ Trial by Jury.” 

I refer to the kocho, or local “ justices of 
the peace” who are chosen to office by the 
votes of their neighbours. They try civil causes 
of more or less minor importance, and are 
assisted by other officers also elected to serve 
under them, and generally several neighbours 
come in with the plaintiffs and defendants. I 
have of late witnessed several of these very 
informal trials in various parte of the country, 
and I have seen that all present are permitted 
to express their opinions, and that the kocho has 
ecarcely any other law to guide him in making 
his decisions than the opinions of his neigh- 
bours and the customs, usages, and precedents 
of the locality. The usual mode of procedure in 
these primitive local tribunals is first to call for 
the production of the evidence, pro ¢ con., both 
written and verbal, then the local officers and 
the neighbours assembled hold a free consulta. 
tion. After listening for a while to these argu- 
ments and opinions, the kocho proposes certain 
concessions and accommodations for an equitable 
and amicable arbitration of the matter in dis. 
pute, asking his associates and neighbours 
their opinions, and after some modifications 
have been made to suit the prevailing opinions 
of those present, the kocho enters his judgment 
in his official book, which, together with the 
complaint and answer, and some record of the 
general conduct of the case, sre preserved for 
future reference, or for the use of the Saiban- 
sho in case of appeal. 

But many cases of dispute between neigh- 
bours are settled by the kind fatherly advice of 
the Aocho without ever coming even to such a 
public trial as that above described. 
The kocho receives a complaint in writing, 
and the defendant gives his answers, and in 
ataall communities this complaint and answer 
become the subject of conversation at all the 
barber shope, bath houses, and street corners 
for several days. The kocho and his subor- 
dinates in intimate relations with their neigh- 
bours, soon know the drift of public opinion, 
and are just as well prepared to enter a judg- 
ment in accordance therewith and accommodated 
to the customs and usages and their own sense 
of right, as they are in the cases where the 
plaintiff and defendant meet face to face at 
the yakuba (justice’s court) and s hearing is 
had in the presence of the kocho and his 
officers, and the assembled neighbours. 
Such o court would not be beyond doubt in 
cases where the plaintiff or defendant might 
chance to come from distant parts of the 
country, much less if either party should be 
a foreigner from across the sea, for local clan- 
ship would be very likely to turn public 
opinion in favour of the resident party, and 
ancient custom too would warrant the local 
court in partiality to its own towns- 
people. But for the settlement of mere local 
disputes between villager and villager these 


the western courts where suits are decided by 
judge and jury in conjunction, and there is 
some reason to hope that this germ may ere 
long be developed into a more perfect system 
of jurisprudence for the whole empire. 

And when the people of this country shall 
have become more cosmopolitan, and so better 
fitted to judge impartially without fear or 
favour, then there will be better opportunity 
than is now to be found amidst the clannish 
partiality of native public sentiment, for seek- 
ing the abelition of extra-territorial rights of 
foreign residents in this country. 

Farther, I may say that the full right of 
“trial by jury” can only coexist with con- 
atitational and representative government ; for 
a system of courts that should be independent 
of the direct control of any personal or despotic 
government, would never enforce the arbitrary 
decrees of irresponsible power. 


Yours respectfully, 
REFORM. 
August 12th. 


DOGS, DRUMS, NUISANCES. 


To the editor of the Japan Gazette. 


Duaz Sm :—I was glad to see your com- 
ments upon the ‘dog nuisance” on the 9th 
instant, and also the very forcible letter of 
your correspondent, which appeared on the 
evening of the 10th, and I do really hope there 
is good sense and common decency enough still 
left among that class of single gentlemen, to 
whom your correspondent refers, to enable 
them to have so much care for the nightly 
peace and comfort of their neighbours as to 
take the necessary measures to stop barking 
and howling of their numerous packs of 
“poodles, spaniels, pointers, setters, terriers or 
other breeds, too numerous to mention,” of 
nocturnal sleep-obstructing canines. If any 
gentleman is so devotedly attached to his four- 
footed friends as to cause him to willingly 
spend more money to feed them than it costs 
to feed himself, that is no reason why he 
should allow them to howl and bark all night 
long, robbing his perhaps invalid neighbour of 
indispensable rest and aleep. 

But there is another nuisance in our midst, 
which equally requires attention, and if any 
concerted action is to be taken against the 
“dog nuisance, the same committee might 
“go for” the very annoying tomtom or drum 
that makes such an objectionable din on the 
tenth of each month, from 12 o'clock noon 
until 12 midnight, at the temple just opposite 
No. 69, settlement. Quiet rest at night is as 
necessary to the preservation of health as food, 
or pure air and water, aud any person who, by 
keeping a pack of noisy dogs, or beating 
drums, or ringing bells, or any similar means 
robs his neighbour of his sleep and rest, is as 
much a public evemy as he who prowls about 
at night to rob his neighbour of money or pro- 
perty, nay more, for life and health are far 
more precious than other possessions, There- 
fore I hold that if no legal means can be 


found to xbate the nuisances above referred 
to the aggrieved neighbours will be justified in 
concocting any secret plan for the annihilation 
of these robbers of sleep and rest. 

Perhaps the dog nuisance may be dealt with 
by appealing to the Consuls of the owners of 
untrained noisy curs and an appeal to the 
Ken-rei ought to be sufficient to silence that 
noisy drum. If that official should decline or 
fail to do his duty I think there is in existence 
a treaty convention by which the entire village 


of Motomachi can be removed at any time 
upon the demand of the foreign representa- 
tives, and the refusal to remove or abate such 
nuisances as prevent the reasonable and neces- 
sary rest of the foreign residents of the settle- 
ment and bluff, andthe offensive odours 
arising from the canal or native town that 
poison and destroy the health of foreign 
residents on either side, to say nothing of 
the extra risk of fire incurred by the insertion 
of this narrow strip of native town between 
the two parts of the foreign settlement, are quite 
sufficient reasons to warrant the foreign repre- 
sentatives, in demanding at any time, the re- 
moval of the cause of so much injury and dis- 
comfort. If this “sandwich” arrangement is 
allowed to stand yet for a time, during the 
term of its sufferance, the town of Motomachi 
ought to be‘entirely subjected to the senitary 
and municipal control of the foreign consuls, 
to the same extent that the streets and 
domiciles of the foreign settlements are. 
Hoping the agitation of the nuisance ques- 
tions may not cease until some. good result is 


attained. 
: I am, Bir, 
Yours faithfully, 
MEUM TUUM. 
August 13th. 


A PLEA FOR THE DOGS. 


To the editor of the Japan Gazette. 

Dean Ma. Enrton:—A few years ago my 
ancestors were A 1 on the bench (which medals 
will prove) also gained high honours in field 
trials; and I have been treated as of high des- 
cent. 

The articles in your paper and the Herald I 
know do not refer to me, but to a lot of 
mongrels for whom I have always had the 
greatest contempt. For me no whip is re- 
quired, a word from my kind master (kind- 
ness suits me better than whipcord) is enough, 
should I make a mistake in following up the 
bark of any of the mongrel crew located uear 
me, on whose behalf I have not a word to say, 
but I have an excuse for sometimes making 
noise, and that is when calmly sleeping on the 
verandah, two or three neighbour's cats come 
romping on my master’s flower beds (which I 
know he is proud of by the care he bestows on 
them) exciting me to such a pitch that I almost 
forget the flowers and rash after them, and I 
would propose that if a crusade be opened 
against noisy animals, who disturb peaceful 
citizens and annoy invalids, that cats be included. 
If a tax could be imposed on us here as in Eng- 
land I think it would clear out a lot, and would 
leave only those worth keeping ; then the con- 
temptible hordes in Homura-road, China-town, 
eundry corners in Main-street, and round the 
Hatoba would very soon be cleared off. 

To gentlemen who take a delight in us, I 
appeal; Yokohama eontains many such. Could 
they not establish a Kennel Club? If they 
would we might be kept select and respectable. 
A show would give us a chance of exhibiting 
our points and beauty. Then the club could 
assist in finding us proper mates and keep a 
record of our offspring, which would go a loug 
way in preventing the birth of a lot of cross 
bred mongrels which are neither useful nor or- 
namental. If a few of the “ old hands” would 
undertake the management of this they would 
do us good and at the same time teach young 
men who come out here with very little know- 
ledge of us how to rear and treat us go that 
we can become useful companions both at home 
and in the field, and not a nuisance to the 
community, 
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Knowledge of your readiness in advocating a 
geod cause either for man or beast, has prompt- 
ed me to apply for a little space and I humbly 
subscribe myself. 


THE COLONEL’S POINTER.. 
August 12th, 1881. 


THE DOG NUISANCE. 


To the editor of the Japan Gazette. 


Drak Sir:—The public will, I feel sure 
be exceedingly thankful to you for calling 
attention in last night’s Japan Gasette to the 
prevalence of a nuisance which is sadly on 
the increase in this settlement. Our con- 
sular authorities appear, by some strange 
inconsistence, either utterly indifferent to the 
sufferings of their compatriots or powerless 
to cope with the many nuisances which a 
long suffering community have to put up 
with; and it is only through the influence of 
that powerful organ, the Press, that citizens 
of Yokohama can hope to obtain satisfaction. 
Iu expressing a hope, that you, Sir, will not 
permit the subject of the dog nuisance to 
drop until it is mitigated, I venture to say 
that I am simply endorsing the sentiments of 
8 very large proportion of your subscribers. 

Yokohama is subjected to many evils 
brought about through a people whose “ Ways 
are not our ways.” But the dog nuisance 
is essentially a foreign one founded and en- 
couraged by foreigners, mostly young men 
withont families, who can sleep underneath a 
saw-mill at fall work with the thermometer 
at 90°. I feel persuaded that the nuisance 
has been suffered to grow simply from care- 
lessness and not from any want of respect 
for the feelings of their neighbours; and 
believe that your paragraph of last night 
will have the effect of drawing tho attention 
of owners of dogs to the annoyance and cause 
them to check it. Should it not I would 
suggest that a few foreigners take concerted 
action and prosecute the offenders. 


Yours truly, 


(The consular authorities have no power to 
act in the absence of a formal complaint, as 
our correspondent seems to suggest; but we 
believe any British resident who persists in keep- 
ing a howling dog to the annoyance of his neigh- 
bours is liable to be proceeded See on an 
information for private nuisance.—Ed. J. G.} 


NEWSPAPER PROFANITY. 


To the editor of the Japan Gazette. 


Sir :—It is to be hoped that our “foreign” 
journals will try to avoid, in the presence of 
heathenism, the shocking profanity which 
defaces the Saturday’s issue of the Mail 
(once so well and carefully conducted) in its 
reference to the Book of Common Prayer (sic) 
and the eye of the Almighty. 

I am happy to say that, while there has 
been a good deal of what Englishmen enjoy 
as bard-bitting in our local journals, they 
have hitherto avoided such conrse irreverence 
as unbecoming, and as fit only to issue from 
the lips of such as Bradlaugh, a person, by the 
way, who surely must feel immensely flatter- 
ed when he hears of the support which the 
Afail has from time to time accorded to him. 


Tan, 
Yours, &c., 
CHURCH. 
Yokohama, Aug. 10th, 1881, 


HOW TO UTILISE THE ANEROID. 


To the Editor of the Hiogo News. 


Sir,—Judging by the number that have 
come under my own observation, I should 
think poeket aneroids in Kobe are about as 
numerous as watches. Many of these are 
very handsome little instruments, possessing 
all the latest improvements, inclading a circle 
of heights corresponding to various changes 
of the barometer; others, however, do not 
possess this, and the owner of one of the 
latter baving asked me for a method of 
measuring heights with his instrument, with- 
out the use of logarithms, I have much 
pleasure in supplying the following. For 
some reason, possibly because logarithm 
tables are not always at hand, the objection 
to formula requiring logarithms seems gene- 
ral; but without the use of some calculated 
quantities previously tabulated the labor of 
working out resulta would be often prohibi- 
tive—hence the requirement for the table 
attached ; with which, and a small pocket 
thermometer, results are obtainable exceed- 
ing in accuracy those given by the circle of 
heights on the more favored instruments, as, 
beyond their own compensation, no conside- 
ration is paid in these to change of tempcra- 
ture—an important item. 

To ensure all possible accuracy, care 
should be taken in selecting a day on which 
the barometer remains steady ; or, if this is 
not the case, at an interval of time equal to 
that elapsed between the readings at the 
lower and upper stations, again read at the 
lower, and take the mean of the two for the 
barometer reading at that station. 


4 sum of 
Ther. 


4 sum of 
Ther. 


} sum of 


48 2 84 29278 
49 3 B 85 629336 
50 2 $6 29395 
51 27353 69 28403 87 29453 
62 27411 70 28462 88 29512 
53 27468 «471 28520 8) 29570 
54 27527 72 28578 90 20626 
55 27586 73 28636 OL 29686 
56 27644 (74 02 20744 
57 27703 75 93 29803 
58 27761 76 94 29861 
59 27720 77 95 29920 
6O 27878 78 92 96 29978 
61 27936 79 iB 97 30087 

3 62 27995 80 21045 98 30095 
63 28053 Sl 2103 99 30154 
64 28112 82 29161 100 30212 
65 28170 83 29219 r 

Example :— 
At Kobe—Bar. 29.96. At Moon Temple —Bar. 27.87 
” Ther. 67 Ther. 63.57 


}sum Bars.—28.915. 4 sum Thers.—65.25 
Dif. ,, 2.09 


28184 by 2.00 
Re - ——= 2,037.2 feet, 
28.915 
Which is the height of the Moon Temple (top step) 
above K- be beach by this observation. 
Again, to show that small elevations are 
equally satisfactorily obtained :— 
Moon Temple ., 
Highest point 2 — Bar. 27.595 
‘Thermometer—t3.5 at both stations. 
4 sum Bars.—27,7325—diff. Bars. .276 
28082 by .275 
oe =278.8 feet. 
27.7325 


Both of which results agree with those 
obteined by more elaborate barometrical 
methods. 


Bar. 27.87 


Yours very truly, 
JOHN MARSHALL. 
Hiogo, August 4th, 1881. 


Occasional Hotes. 


In the most recent papers from home we 
read that about a thousand Chincse have been 
murdered in Peru by blacks. It was known 
that three or four thousand were being besieg- 
ed in two plantations by vast numbers of 
negroes, and that they were making a brave 
defence, but they were doubtless overpowered. 
The lot of the Chinaman in Peru has always 
been a hard one, as we endeavoured to point 
out in o note recently published in these 
columns. In a work on the prospects of Peru, 
the author, Mr. A. J. Duffield who bas resided 
in the country for many years, gives a deplora- 
ble picture of the condition of the Chinese 
immigrants. The only immigration that has 
ever taken place in Peru has been from China. 
It began as a kidnapping commercial. specula- 
tion. Of the 65,000 Chinese taken from their 
country, 5,000 died on their way to South 
America; many threw themselves overboard, 
or smoked too much opium, or were shot, 
At one time it was seriously suggested in the 
congress at Lima to compel the free China- 
mep, that is, those who had faithfully worked 
through their labour contracts, to renew 
these contracts. A Peruvian author states 
that the planters promoted the natural degene- 
ration of their Chinese labourers ; they lodged 
them in filthy sheds without a single care 
being bestowed upon them, while they wero 
condemned to ceaseless uvremitting toil, with- 
out a ray of hope that their condition would 
ever he bettered. Of the meanest Peruvian 
the authorities knew where he lived, when he 
died, and for what cause, and where he was 
buried. But the Asiatics were disembarked 
and scattered among numerous private pro- 
perties, and their existenco forgotten ; they did 
not live, they merely vegetated, and at laat 
died like brutes beneath the scourge of their 
driver, or the burden which was too heavy 
for them to bear. 

We have consistently opposed the project 
which has been from time to time pressed on 
the Japanese government of statc encourage- 
ment to emigration from this country. We 
hold that there is not a man too much for 
the soil; there is here unreclaimed land 
all over the country, and Yezo, which is al- 
most a virgin forest still, will afford ocenpa- 
tion for generations yet to come of the people 
of Japan. Nor cau the warnings of Chinese 
emigration to South America, Cuba and other 
places be without their effect on the members 
of the present administration. ‘ 

A wetrer signed “An Indian merchant” 
has recently appeared in Zhe Times on the 
“Opium Traffic,” and as it brings to light some 
facts to which we did not advert in our article 
on the opium question in parliament, and 
which we venture to think are not generally 
kuown in this country, we may advert to them. 
It might be inferred, ‘“Iudian merchant” 
says, that the trade in opium between India 
avd China is in the hands of the Indian govern- 
ment. This is so far from being the case that 
“asa matter of fact, the Indian government 
does not export a pound of opium, and pro- 
duces little more than half of what is annually 
exported. The manufacture of opium in 
British India (a monopoly of the old trading 
concern the East India Company, iuherited 
from them and their predecessors, and still 
maintained by the existing government) 
varies from 45,000 to 65,000 chests per 
annum.” This is sold in the public market 
at Calcutta, and with its further destination 
or object the Indian government have nothing 
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to do. Almost an equal quantity comes from 
the independent state of Malwa, and with this 
the government in no way interferes, except 
to levy a transit duty when it crosses into our 
territory. As to the best means of dealing 
with the question, the writer says :— 


In matters of this kind the only feasible course 
is to treat such articles as opium and alcohol as 
luxuries, and to exact the highest possible excise 
revenue from their consumption or importation. 
I may cay, en parenthese, that the latter is the 
course advocated by the Chinese Government ; 
and our old disputes with that Government arose 
on the question of the right it asserted to charge 
what import duty it pleased, instead of the rate 
the East dia Company thought roper. 

It may be better t the Indian Government 
should cease the actual: manufacture of the drug 
and confine itself to the more legitimate function 
of levying an excise duty upon production ; but to 
demand more than this is to open up the entire 
question of State responsibility for human frailty. 

ie arguments againet receipt of excise revenue 
from opium in the East would equally apply to 
receipt of revenue from, ¢.g., alcoholic liquors in 
Great Britain. 


Arprrixe the simple and really valuable 
formula, furnished by Mr. Marshall of Kobe, to 
Tecent barometrical measurements of Fujiyama, 
we arrive without labour at results which are 
surprisingly accurate. The instruments used 
on this occasion were of Casella’s make, and 
the barometer at the sea level during the 
ascent of the mountain was fairly steady, the 
daily range not exceeding 0.05 of an inch. 
The readings and measurements were :— 


Odawara...Bar. 30.02 Ther. is f Elevation 1373.4 


Mianoshta. ,, 28.04 8 

‘ianoshta. ,, 28. i 2 

Subashiri.. 5, 27.42 >, 7} 1262.7 

Subashiri.. ;, 2745 3, 62 

Summit of } ie 9920.4 
Faji..... , 19.15 ,, 87 


Summit of Fujisan above sea aaa 


level at Odawara .........0.. 12,556.38 ft. 


The best measurements, notably one lately 
made by Mr. Favre Brandt, give an elevation 
of between 12,250 and 12,500 feet. 

Every mountaineer should provide himself 
with a good pocket aneroid at a cost of 5i., 
and a thermometer (wet and dry bulb com- 
bined) at a cost of 12, By the use of these 
instruments, aided by Mr. Marshall’s table, he 
will acquire information interesting to himself 
and valuable to others. 

The calculations above given were hurriedly 
made. Perhaps some of our readers will 
check them. 


Waar does it mean? A Yokohama news- 
paper referred to the Hocht Shinbun on the 
5th instant as guilty of publishing “the wildest 
absurdities that have ever ornamented the 
columns of a vernacular journal.” On the 
12th instant, seven days later, it speaks of 
“the Hochi Shinbun, with customary good 
sense and accurate knowledge &c.’” What 
does it mean ? 


THE construction of a fort at Sarushima in 
Sagami will be shortly commenced. 


Tar Meiji Seimei Hoken Kwaisha (life 
insurance company) recently established has 
many subscribers, and during the month 
from July 9th., when it was established, to the 
9th. instant, more than three hundred persons 
have entered into a contract with the com. 
pany. The total amount insured is yen 
200,000 and that of the monthly rates to be 
paid for that sum, is yen 6,000. The people in 
Osaka Negasaki &c., are anxious for jatinhies 


to be established in those cities and towns. 
The success of the company shows the high 
estimation in which life insurance is at present 
held in this country. 

Tar Mai Nichi Shinbun extracts the follow- 
ing item from the Hakodate Shinbun :—Messrs. 
Sugiura, Sano, Tanaka, Kobayashi, and Fojino, 
in conjunction with 26 other rich merchants at 
Hakodate intend to establish a Steamship Com- 
pany named the Hokkaido Unyu Kwaisha. 
They have decided to apply to the Kaitakushi 
to purchase its steamers and godowns, and 
Mr. Tsuneno has been appointed a commissioner 
to carry out this resolution. 


His Excellency Li Shu-chang, at present 
Chargé d’Affaires at Madrid, to be Chinese 
Minister in Japan, succeeding the late Minis- 
ter, who recently left Tokio. 


We have been asked by several sufferers 
to call the attention of owners of dogs to the 
nuisance some of these animals are at night. 
The noises of the settlement grow indistinct 
towards sunset, and at 9 p.m. the blaff 
would be wrapt in silence if it were not for 
the dogs. Last evening was an instance. 
One dog kept up a shrill treble yelp and howl 
combined, from nine last evening to three 
this morning. Other dogs at greater distances 
could be heard at frequent intervals joining 
in a sustained chorus of loud and angry barks. 
This evil is not confined to any one part of 
the bluff, for our informants reside far from 
each other and in such situations as show 
that throughout the whole line of the hill the 
barking, yelping, and howling of fretful dogs 
is heard all the night long, proving extreme- 
ly distressing to those in delicate health, and 
irritating in the highest degree to those who 
are compelled to submit to the infliction. 

Dogs properly trained will not strain at 
the chain and bark when tied up, nor will 
thoy, except on rare occasions, make any 
noise when loose in the enclosure. Badly 
trained or untrained dogs, mongrels, and curs 
delight in making as much noise as possible. 
In the latter case, if a dog whip fails a little 
lead and gunpowder should be applied. 


Ir is rumoured that the mother of the 
Empress Dowager is now dangerously ill. 
She is 73 years of age. 


A Question mooted in Yokohama at pre- 
sent, says the Chiugai Bukka Shinpo, is 
that the government intend to establish a 
central bank for the purpose of issuing bank 
notes convertible into specie; by this means, 
they propose to withdraw paper currency 
from circulation. The rumour appears not 
to be without foundation, for people who 
are selling specie in great quantities are said 
to have some connection with the govern- 
ment, and the Oriental Bank readily ex- 
changes specie for paper money, which 
indeed has always been done at that bank. 
The Choya Shinbun also makes some remarks 
about paper tending to acquire the same 
value as specie. However, oar contemporary 
adds, we cannot believe these reports, for 
although similar rumours have occasionally 
turned out to be true so that it is not 
altogether impossible to imagine that the 
government may establish a central bank, 
and if not, make some change in the value 
of paper, still we must take such things with 
caution. But, at all events, specie not fall- 
ing down from heaven nor springing out 
from the earth, it is quite impossible to easily 


inorease its amount, 


A angst alteration is about to be made in 
the management of the naval department. 
H.E. Kawamura, minister of it, is very busily 
occupied in making preparations for the re- 
organization. 


Tue Kamaishi is the most important of all 
iron mines in Japan, but the method of work. 
ing it being still imperfect, the yield is so 
emall that if rails are made by the iron worked 
out during one whole year at the mine, they 
are hardly sufficient to construct a line of ten 
ri in length. 


We may take this opportunity of drawing 
attention to a book recently published at home 
entitled ‘Fourteen Months in Canton,” by 
Mrs. Gray, wife of Archdeacon Gray, the author 
of several well-known works on China. It is 
the republication of a series of letters written 
to friends in Europe from week to week while 
impressions were fresh and strong. The wife 
of a clergyman who was thoroughly acquainted 
with Chinese customs and language, and who, 
moreover, had numerous friends among ths 
natives, Mrs. Gray was afforded opportunities 
for seeing the inner and family life of the 
Chinese which are exceedingly rare. Hence, 
besides the ordinary sights such as temples, 
processions, festivals, &c., we are given des- 
criptions of the lives of the Chinese women of 
various classes. It is almost too detailed to 
be useful as a guide-book for the visitor who 
intends staying only a few days in Canton; 
but we would strongly recommend it to the 
perusal of any one about to visit that remark. 
able city. Mrs, Gray writes with much vigour 
and descriptive power. We do not remember 
to have read anywhere so graphic a description 
of the method by which the small feet of 
Chinese ladies are produced, as well as their 
appearance :— 


In the asylum for old women we met with many 
small footed women, and Hi was determined I 
should see one of those poor deformed feet unban- 
daged. An old woman, who heard what we re- 

uired, said she would, if we gave her a kum- 
caw, take usto a house where a young woman, 
who had unusually small feet, was on a visit to its 
aged inmate. When we arrived at the door, we 
were surrounded by a crowd of old women. They 
knocked at the door and desired the young woman 
to tous. When she was told our errand, 
she looked very shy, and said that she could not 
unbandage her foot. We showed her a five cent 
piece, and she then consented to let “‘ Nai-nai” go 
with her into her room and let me see her foot. 
But our friend, who much wished ive 2 see it, 
attempted to accompany me, upon which the young 
woman refused the remove the bandages. So he 
was obliged to leave the house. In the meantime 
the old woman had placed a form for us outside 
the door, and they were most energetic in their 
endeavours to persuade the young woman to com- 
ply with our requests. In order to overcome her 
scruples, Henry told her that he and our friend 
were both old men, he with his white hair, and his 
friend wearing a long beard. They meant no 
harm he added. The old woman used these argu- 
ments secondhand with great vehemence. Atlast a 
string of one hundred cash, in value about five 
pence, was added to the first offer, and it was all 
put into the hand of the young woman. This 
temptation proved too strong for her to resist any 
longer, and she sat down upon the bench, remov- 
ing her tiny embroidered shoe, and unrolled the 
bandage. ‘his bandage takes the place of a 
stocking with all Chinese women who have con- 
tracted feet, and in the case of ladies it is made in 
bright coloured ribbon. The maimed foot wasa 
sad sight, utterly deformed. The toes were crushed. 
under the sole of the foot, reaching to the under 
rts of the big toe. They were sore and slightly 
leeding, and the sole of the foot upon which they 
were crushed was alsoraw. The toes, (exvepting 
the large toe) were not visible on the front of the 
foot. The heel was so much aqusered that it was 
square in shape and ended in a hard ridge of flesh. 
I saw a deep division between it and the sole. The 
crushed feet seldom heal, aud from the young 
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to grant British subjects, 80 long 
as the treaty lasted, all the rights or pri- 
vileges at any time granted to the subjects 
of other countries, no matler what the con- 
sideration for which these rights or privileges 
were granted in the latter case, or whether 
British subjects were willing to abide by these 
conditions or not. But we think it will, on 
reflection, appear coutrary to reason and the 
nature of things that any independent country 
would consent to bind its hands #0 completely 
as this reading of the clause would do. The 
more natural explanation would be that 
British subjects should be placed on the same 
footing as the subjects or citizens of other 
countries are or may be placed by similar 
treaties. The number of points to be referred 
to in an ordinary treaty of peace and commerce 
is so great, that the device of introducing 
the favoured nation clause to cover any possi- 
ble omissions that may occur to subsequent 
negotiators of similar treaties seems to have 
been adopted. 

To take an example. Let us for an instant 
assume that in the treaty of 1877 between 
Japan and America, the clause respecting the 
consent of other powers being obtained had been 
omitted, and that under that treaty the United 
States allowed Japan to place what duties she 
pleased on American goods, while Japan opened 
two ports to American citizens or trade. 
Would British subjects, or the subjects of other 
powers, be entitled to claim the same rights 
without paying the same price for them? It 
seems to us opposed to reason to hold the affirm- 
ative. To take an analogous case in ordinary 
life. A butcher contracts to sell his meat to 
a certain number of persons for twenty cents 
a pound, and further agrees that if he reduces 
the price for one he will do so for all, One 
of his customers, a tailor who has a atock of 
clothes on hand, agrees to give him a suit pro- 
vided that for the ensn ng year he will cut 
down the price of his, the tailor’s, meat to 
fifteen cents, Are the others justified in claim- 
ing their meat at fifteen cents a pound, without 
giving a suit of clothes or its equivalent ? 

This question has already been the subject 
of discussion between the British and American 
governments with respect to the reciprocal treaty 
between the latter and the Sandwich Islands, 
admitting American goods at a reduced duty 
into the islands, while in return Hawaiian 
sugar was admitted on reciprocal terms into 
the United States. Of the correspondence whieh 
ensued it is only necessary to say that Great 
Britain withdrew from it after o short time, 
and thus practically acknowledged the justice of 
the interpretation of the favoured nation clause 
supported by the Hawaiian government. 


woman’s manner Iam sure it hurt her much when 
she touched her foot, yot the bandage must be re- 
moved daily in order to wash the foot, else it would 
become most offensive. Nothing I have read or 
heard of the commpreesion of the feet of Chinese 
females, made me fully realise how sad the custom 
is, until I saw this young woman’s foot. The 
bandaging does not commence until the little 
girl is four or five years of age. The feet 
are then bound with a strip of calico. This is 
tightened by degrees until, after some years 
suffering, the poor feet are crushed into the 
desired shape. It is distressing, they say, to hear 
the screams of a little child, when the bandages are 
being removed, or when they are being drawn 
tighter. The ankle becomes a straight bone, and 
the leg loses all shape, and resembles a atilt. A 
Chinese lady looks elegant until she moves, when 
she loses grace to our eyes (not though to the 
Chinese who consider the gait of a small-footed 
woman most elegant) as she toddles aboat, support- 
ing herself on the arm of her attendant. 


communication of more than usual import- 
ance. We propose, therefore, to await the 
conclusion of the letter, when we will offer 
a careful translation in full to our readers. 
Waxarawa-Ken being a province where 
horses and black cattle are very scarce, its 
inhabitants have usually spent about 700,000 
yen annually for euch species of animals, im- 
ported from other parts of the empire ; but 
now Mr. Baba, in the Ken, intends to 
engage in pasturage, on & great scale, for 
rearing them, witha capital of 500,000 yen ; 
his scheme is favoured by the people, and 
ample arrangements have been made for its 
inanguration ; an application has therefore 
been sent to the government for permission. 


Tose, whoever they may be, who are en- 
trosted with the duty of carrying out the 
existing sanitary arrangements of the settle- 
ment, cannot be complimented on the man- 
ner in which they execute the task. Traly, 
they must be either suffering from chronic 
colds in the head, or else their olfactory 
nerves are sadly out of order, for they appear 
to be either sublimely indifferent to, or al- 
together unconscious of, the condition of the 
drains in many of the thoronghfares. The 
odour frequently arising from them in no 
way reminds one of “Jockey Club” or 
“ Ottar of Roses,” and is certainly not calcul- 
ated to stimulate the appetite or digestion of 
those who are compelled to inhale it. Yoko- 
hama has been free from epidemic disease 
this year; but unless this intolerable 
nuisance is speedily checked, an outbreak of 
cholera need occasion no surprise whatever. 
Daring the present hot weather, it may be 
anadvisable to open the drains, but they 
might certainly be flushed. 


Ovx ancient friend Punch continues to 
bold his own amidst a heap of cheap, servile 
imitators, scarcely any of. whom can compare 
in genuine wit and humour with the jovial 
old soul. 

We are indaced to make these remarks 
because such so-called comic publications are 
beginning to crop up in this part of the 
world. We have received the first number 
of Quis, The Shanghai Charivari, a paper of 
the class above referred to, printed aud pub- 
lished, for the proprietors, at the Shanghai 
Mercury office. We regret our inability to 
compliment the promotors of the vonture 
upon either its style or “get up.” The 
cartoons aro indifferently executed, utterly 
pointless, and very far fetched. The Ictter- 
press consists almost entirely of wretched, 

. doggrel rhymes which the writers probably 
call poetry, and intend to be witty. These 
Homeric strains might perhaps be intelligible 
to the Poet Laureate, whose last poem passed 
all comprebension, but to ordinary mortals, 
like ourselves, they are simply vox et preterea. 
nihil. As for wit, all we can say is, that 
we fail to discover any. We would advise 
Quiz in future to supplement his effusions 
by a series of foot-notes indicating to his 
readers what passages are to be considered 
as funny, and what as serious. 

If Quiz intends favoring the Shanghai 
public with any more poetry of the same 
sort as that contained in his first issue, as 
friends—that is, if he will consider us as 
such—we would strongly recommend him, 
before doing so, to diligently peruse Punch’s 
advice to those about to marry aud to be 
guided by the same. For the paper itself, 
the best wish we can offer is, that it may 
have a safe and speedy passage “over to the 
great majority” whither so many of its 
kindred have already gone. 


Tae number of passengers in the govern- 
ment railway between Tokio and Yokohama 
during last month, was 195,862, and the 
total receipts on tickets and merchandise &e. 
Amounted to yen 50,629.339. 


In a recent letter to The Times the Shanghai 
correspondent refers to a point connected with 
the interpretation of the “* most favoured nation 
clause” in treatics which is of more than 
speculative intereat to residents in the Enst. 
Referring to the convention recently coneluded 
between China and Russia, he observes, that 
it ie likely a de jure recognition will be given 
by China to the de facto existence of Ruseian 
places of business in the tea-districts. In that 
case, he thinks, the subjects of other powers 
would be entitled to claim similar rights. The 
construction which Chinese ministers abroad 
are instructed to put on the favoured nation 
clause is that “if China concedes any com- 
mercial or other advantage to Russia, the 
concession being burdened with conditions, no 
other country can claim a similar concession 
under that clause unless it is prepared to abide 
hy the conditions.” 

It is curious that this point has not occurred 
more frequently than it has done in the iuter- 
pretation of treatics. The favoured nation 
clause is generally in this form :— 


“It is hereby expressly stipulated that the 
British government and its subjects will be 
allowed free and equal participation in all 
privileges, immunities, and advantages, that 
may be hereafter granted by His Majesty the 
Mikado to the government or subjects of any 


other nation.” ae the rules issued in 1869, and agreed to by the 
If we look merely at the exact wording of this | Tsung-li-Yamen in the previous year, an 
sentence, it would seem to imply that the coun- | official having the rank of eub-prefect was to 


try binding itself by o treaty coutaiving it» reside in the foreign settlement, and to have 


We are glad to notice that in a paper re- 
cently laid before parliament, certain charges 
made at home against what is known as the 
mixed court at Shanghai have been refuted. 
These charges appeared in the Pull Mall Gazette 
Their gravumen was that its course of pro- 
cedure and punishment were characterised by 
Chinese barbarism, without the slightest trace 
of European humanity or civilization. Torture, 
it was stated, was frequently employed to 
oxtort confessions in the presence of the re- 
presentative of one or other of the great 
powers, and it was suggested that the sooner 
we withdrew from participation in a tribunal 
which employed such methods, the better. 

The mixed court, it will be remembered, 
is really a Chinese court for the various 
foreign ettlements ut Shanghai. According to 


By a telegram we learn that his Majesty the 
Mikado arrived at Fukushima yesterday at 
11.20 a.m. 

‘A PROPOSED new railway company in Kaga 
and Yechizen, called Toboku ‘'etsudo Kwaisha, 
projects first, to construct a line from Toyama 
in Yetchin to Nagahama in Omi, and when 
this is completed, they intend to extend 
the line to Yokkaichi in Ise. Ex-Daimio, 
in those provinces through which the pro- 
posed railway will pass, are now making great 
exertions for raising a sufficient fund to carry 
out this great scheme. 


Tus Nichi Nichi Shinbun contains a third 
small instalment of a letter from “T.W.” 
which we do not publish to-day because it 
seems as though fragmentary publication will 
entirely spoil that which promises to bea 
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jurisdiction in commercial suits, and in civil 
and criminal cases generally, between Chinese 
resident within the settlements, as well aq 
between Chinese and foreigners, where the 
former were defendants. When a foreigner 
was concerned the consul of his nationality had 
power to nominate a deputy to sit with 
the sub-prefect, but he was in no way to in- 
terfere should no foreign interest be involved. 
The Chinese officer was furthermore authoris- 
ed to “examine Chinese judicially, to detain 
them in custody, and to punish them by 
putting them’ in the cangue, flogging, and by 
minor punishment.” Mr. Consul Allen denies 
tn toto the statement that anything in the 
shape of torture to extort evidence takes place 
in the mixed court so long as the English 
assessor sits there. Prisoners ara sentenced 
in the presence of the assessor, so that it is 
impossible afterwards to use strong measures 
to extort the names of their accomplices. 
Daring trial, also, they are placed in the 
hands of the municipal police, by whom of 
course, Ohinese are as well treated as any 
foreigner. Flogging is administered in the 
usual manner, but only in cases of brutal 
violence, or irredeemable criminals; and the 
use of the cangue has also been much restrict- 
ed. We can all heartily join with Sir Thomas 
Wade in deprecating hasty criticism of an 
institution which was only established after 
much opposition from the Chinese, and which 
has already done much to keep order among 
the natives in the foreign settlements. Its 
example also to other Chinese courts cannot 
fail to be useful in the long run. 


Sm Srarrorp Norrscote, with whom we 
have probably not very much in common, 
presided at the eighteenth anniversary dinner 
in aid of the Newspaper Press Fund. In pro- 
posing “Prosperity to the Newspaper Press 
Fund,” at the close of an eloquent speech he 
made the following peroration :— 


“Task you to look upon that picture and 
upon the picture presented by the newspaper 
press of the present day, and to tell mo if you 
can trace the faintest resemblance between the 
two, No; the work of the newspaper press 
now is of high class and of a high character. 
We know what power the directors of the press 
wield. We know how in every department of 
politics, how even in general life, it is in their 
power to wield a mighty influence; how much 
good they may do, and how much, if they were 
so disposed, of evil they might effect ; and it is 


there should run through the great body of the 
English Press o spirit of truth, of justice, of 
loyalty, and of religious feeling in its broadest 
sense, which constitutes the surest guarantee 
for the continued greatness of the Empire.” 

So says one of the most prominent of living 
statesmen, and there can be no doubt that his 
opinion is more or less shared by the 
British government of the day as well as 
by the British public generally. But what do 
we sco in this part of the world? Nothing more 
nor less, if we can beliove the self-created organ 
of the government, than a manifest desire to 
burke the English press in Japan and to con- 
trol its uttcrances, Nay, more, there are 
thoso who have gone so far as to suggest to 
the Japancse authorities to exerciso their right 
of censorship and suppression over a power 
they are erroneously supposed to both fear and 
hate. Itis hard to believe such things are 
possible amongst an English community in the 
latter half of this nineteenth century of grace. 

Tue following are the chief points of an 
application sent by Mr. Mayeds, a kwazoku, 


and others to the government for constructing 
railways in the Hokurikudo, extracted from 
the Choya Shinbun, : 
Privilages to be granted to the Tobohku 
Tetsudo Kwaisha. 
1.—All government lands and buildings 
required by the company for lines, stations, 
godowns, &c. of the railways, to be granted to 
the company free. 
2.—All private lands and buildings required 
for the same purpose to be firet purchased by 
the government according to the usual rule, 
aud then sold to the company. 
3.—All lands required by railways to be 
exempted from taxes. 
Note.—These three items are the same as 
ees made by the Nippon Tetsudo Kwai- 
4.—When the company is establishel, either 
before or after commencing its operations, if 
there he no receipts or its net profit is below 8 
per cent. of its capital, the government to give 
a supplementary aid to cover the deficiency ; 
the period during which the government gives 
such aid to the two lines from Yanagase in 
Omi to Toyama in Yetchu, and from Naga- 
hama in Omi to Yokkaichi in Ise to be twenty 
years. In other lines, the periods for the grant 
of such aid to be settled hereafter. 
5.—Uatil the whole of the lines are through- 
ly constructed, they are to be divided into 
several sections by permission of the govern- 
ment, and accounts of profit and loss in each 
section are to be kept separately, and also of 
grants in aid when they are required. If the 
government grant these privilages, the company 
promises to keep the following conditions :— 
6.—The plan of construction and the esti- 
mate of cost to be settled by permission of the 
government and the work to be examined by 
them. 
7.—The company to allow the government 
to examine occasionally or periodically all 
account books of works and business. 
8.—After 99 years from the establishment 
of the company, the government to have the 
liberty to buy the railways at any time. 
9.—In the event of war, the government to 
have the liberty to use the railways for their 
own purposes, on the payment of a proper com- 
pensation. 
10.—The rate of passage, &c. to be fixed by 
permission of the government. 
Note.—These conditions are the same as 
those proposed by the Nippon Tetsudo 
Kwaisha. 


[ The amount of capital already raised is 
greatly to their credit that, having this power, / 


yen 486,000 which has been subscribed by the 
projectors alone; of which yen 202,000 were 
contributed by Mr. Mayeda Toshitsugu. 


Ovr neighbours in Hongkong and elsewhere 
are wont to complain very bitterly of the 
“ masterly inactivity ” of their noble army of 
police, Judging from the following, it would 
seem that our own bravo guardians of the 
peace are not quite as energetic »s they might 
be in the protection of public and private pro- 
perty. During the night of Saturday last, a 
window of a godown, on Lot No. 74, in the 
very heart of the settlement, was broken open, 
the bars wrenched away, and 15 bags (each con- 
taining one picul) of sugar taken clean away. So 
much for the vigilance of the Yokohama police. 
Query, how many policemen have we; what 
are their wages and who is responsible for 
their efficiency and prompt performance of 
duty ? 

Since writing the foregoing we have made 
some enquiries concerning the pay of police- 
men. Their wages are ridiculously small, the 
rates (including clothing) being as follows :— 


Senior ... ... ... ... -..ken 10 
Janior ... ... » 9 
Second Class... » 8 
Third =, ... » 7 
Fourth hn 8 


attsser Secs cea es 

In the name of common sense, what kind 
of policemen are we likely to get for such 
paltry salaries? What amount of vigilance, 
or even honesty, can we pessibly expect? We 
say “honesty,” because the receipt of “ grati- 
fications ”—as they are euphemistically called 
—is a very common practice amongst policemen 
in all parts of the world. It is an admitted 
axiom that “ gratification ” are given to police- 
men, not for the performance of duty, but for 
its neglect—to close their eyes and ears at times 
when they ought to be wide open. Police- 
men, like the rest of mankind, must liveo— 
honestly if they can—but anyhow they must 
live. Finding that the wretched pittances 
doled out to them monthly will not enable 
them to make both ends meet, what wonder 
is it if, now and again, they should seek to add 
to their slender incomes by taking a bribe to 
connive at sundry fractures of the eighth com- 
mandment—or the sixth either for that matter. 

If we are to have good policemen we must 
pay for them. The rates above named will 
certainly not secure the genuine article—an 
article that will guard our houses from being 
burnt down or broken into and our throate 
from being cut. In fact, an article that will 
be a “terror to evildoers.” 


Anoruer “ Richmond is in field.” We have 
received “the first number of the first: Portu- 
gese journal ever published in the country.” 
The young aspirant to -public favour is style 
O Argus, Jornal Litterario ¢ Noticiozo. In his 
opening address the editor says :-— 


“The object of the enterprise is to further 
“ the views of the few Portuguese residents .in 
“ Japan, who will now have a journal of their 
“ own, through which their grievances, if any, 
“can be made public; and also to promote 
“and stimulate literature amongst them for 
“which purpose the columns of this journal, 
“which will be read by our countrymen on 
“ distant shores, will always be opened to 
“ correspondents and literary contributors.” 

The paper, though small, ie evidently get up 
with care in the midst of many disadvantages, 
and is certainly worth the modest price ($1 
per month) charged for it. 

We wish our young contemporary every 
success and prosperity. 


Derartu of subject is a chronic complaint 
under which most journals in the far east are 
continually labouring. The Israelites of old 
found it a difficult matter to make bricks 
without straw, but they had to do it neverthe- 
less. A similar herculean task confronts jonr- 
nalists in this part of the world when they 
have nothing to write about and have still to 
publish their paper with the utmost regularity. 
In such a dilemma many curious expedients 
are often resorted to; but the one recently 
adopted by two contemporaries has at least 
the charm of novelty.’ Nevertheless, the dis- 
cussion they havo teen pursuing is as absurd 
as it is offensive. It is not for them to decide 
how many papers may or may not be publish- 
ed in any place. As there are two sides 
to most questions there appears to be no 
reason why there may not be two papers to 
represent such sides. This however, af- 
fords no pretext for any journal becom. 
ing the tool or hireling of any party. A 
community that can support two papers 
would find no difficulty in makjog room for a 
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in despatching him to foreign countries, sup- 
posing that he was sent to enquire into for- 
eign commerce, but not on go small a pretext 
as that afforded by the direct trade now exist- 
ing in thie country. 

If this is the case, greater or less changes may 


third; condieted: on independent principles, 
aad not afraid to express its convictions 
boldly, fearlessly and honestly. Be that as it 
mey, it is: not for any journal to say which 
of its con! ies should or should not retire 
from: the field. On that question, the public, 
and the: pablic alone, are bath judges and 
umpires. By: their verdict.we must-stand or{good or bad. Weare very anxious to see what 
fall. they will be, because they must produce some 
Papers who fill their colamos with the sense-| effect upon us either for good or evil. 

lese trash above referred to, not only make! 
themselves ridiculous, but weary and disgust 
their readers ad nauseam. Their beat policy 
is to put a atop to it at once and for ever. 


Ir was telegraphed that His Majesty the 
Mikado, left Sendai yesterday at 7.55 a.m. 


Me. Yosnu, vice-minister of the public 
works department is said to have resigned his 
office for the purpose of accepting an offer 
made to him of the presidency of the Nippon 
Tetsudo Kwaisha, but we are unable to say 
whether this ramour is true or not, 


Tae following. letter, which has been ad- 
dressed to the Japan Mail, is published by 
request of the writer :— 


Siz,—In a leading article in your issue of 
Awgust 10th, which diseusees the press laws, 
it is said :—The governmont under which 
“the Japanese live, not being a foreign one, 
“ foreigners’ resident in Japan have no right to 
“ violate the laws of: that government on the 
“ground that they are foreigners.” From this 
sentence, taken in connection with the whole 
tenor of article, it would seem to be the fact, 
aceording to your opinion, that Japanese laws 
also, and not Sir Harry Parkes’ enactment only, 
are opposed to the publication of vernacular 
periodicals by foreigners. 

If this is the fact, then it is quite worthy of 
discussion whether the Shichi Ichi Zappo is 
published by foreigners, as it is, under their 
tights as American citizens, or simply by per- 
mission of Japanese law. i 

If the former supposition is true, then a 
grave inequality. has been laid on British 
citizens in this country by Sir Harry Parkes’ 
now somewhat famous enactment; and Ame- 
rican ;missionaries, according to the Japan 
Mail, are guilty. of violating Japanese law, 
which they “ have no right” to do. 

If: the latter supposition holds. good, then 
either Sir Harry’s enaetmont was a superflous 
piece of arbitrariness on his part; or Japanese 
. law is. highly flexible, permitting American 
citizens-to.do what is forbidden to Englishmen. 

is matter here for an interesting dis- 
cussion of a sharply pressing and practical 
nature. 

A straightforward answer, free from that 
ailly persifiage which you. 00 persistently con- 
demn would, I am sure, valued by most 
foreigners here, and no organ is so well 
qualified to deal with such a question as the 
recognised mouth-piece of the Japanese govern» 
ment, 


We hear that the abolition of the Kaitakushi 
and the organization of ken in its place in the 
Hokkaido has been decided by the cabinet. A 
Notification announcing this change will be 
published towards the end of next month, 
and officials of the Kaitakushi in the hannin 
rank will shortly be transferred to other de- 
partments. 

Tae letter addressed by Dr. Faulds to the 
Japan Mail, coutains matter vitally affecting 
the position that journal has assumed towards 
the foreign prees; and it is with intense sur- 
prise and disappointment we observe the Mail 
evades the point at issue by an utterly un- 
worthy subterfuge. 

Tus Japan Mail again states “in the most 
distinct and unequivocal terms, that it is in 
no possible sense the mouth-piece of the Ja- 
panese government.” If it is not a govern- 
ment organ, what is it? Whenever any other 
journal prints any item of news referring to 
government movements, the Mail rushes in 
with flat and unqualified contradiction. 
Whence is its superior knowledge derived ? 
We repeat, without hesitation or reservation, 
that if the Mail is not the mouth-piece of the 
Japanese government, its contradictions of 
other journals are simply worthless denias 
without foundation or argument. 


How very easily a newspaper may be made 
the tool of designing persons and become 
thoroughly ridiculous in the eyes of the public, 
is demonstrated by a recentarticle on “ Finan- 
cial Reforms.” We are told :— 


So far as the necessity for some remedial 
measures in the matter of paper currency is 
concerned, it were needlessly circumspect to 
conjecture only that the Japanese government 
is fully sensible of its responsibilities. 

If the government are fully sensible of their 
responsibilities in the matter of currency, how 
does it come to pass that they have, seemingly 
blindly, ignored the warnings of reason and 
experience uttered during the past five years, 
and pursued every empirical and pernicious 
scheme which has been laid before them by 
advisers more ignorant than themselves? How 
does it come to pass that, sensible of their 
responsibilities, they allow the valuable Kai- 
takushi property to be disposed of for a sham 
payment ? These questions naturally suggest 
themselves to all who, anderstanding the posi- 
tion, cannot be misled by assertions that the 
government are “sensible of their responsi- 
bility.” 


Yours; &., 
Henny Favs. 
Tokio, 13th August. 


Tax Ohivgai Bukka Shinpo has the follow- 
ing item :—We seein some paper that a first 
sectetary of the treasury recently appointed, 
left Jepan for Europe vid America, and. we' 
believe: this is true, for we heard the same: 
re; sometime ago. He isthe first ardent 
advocater of the direet trade seheme. We do: 
not know what mission he has in his prevent 
journey, but secording to a ramour, he was 
sent to examine the commereial systems in: 
foreigu countries. This rumour, we are in- 
clined to doubt, for such business belongs to: 
the agticultural and commercial department 
and not tothe treasury. However, as he hee 
always made great exertions to at out direct 
trade, the report may be true. he govern- 
ment certainly have s fixed and great object 


late ventilated sundry rumours. about the 


be expected in our foreign commerce either for | , 


establishment of a monster government 
bank. . ‘We have made carefal in- 
quiry into the facts, and find, as indeed 
experience had led us to anticipate, that 
our native contemporaries are as usual 
vibrating between reality and phantasmagoria. 
. . The bank, however, shorn of its 
monster proportions, is likely, we understand, 
soon to become an accomplished fact. The 
Specie Bank (Shokin Ginko) is to be raised to 
the dignity of a national institution (*), its 
present capital—three millions (silver yen) (*) 
being increased by an equal sum in specie (*), 
while its fanctions will be extended so as to 
embrace foreign exchange operations, and 
equal facilities will be afforded to clients of all 
nationalities, The Specie Bank will cease in 
short to cater to the comvenience of internal 
trade only (‘), and will enter the field on the 
same footing as that of any other foreign bank 
in this settlement (5). 


Analysing this statement, the following points 
suggest themselves :—(1). Has not the ‘ie 
Bank been a national institution from its 
foundation, seeing that the government took 
up one-third of the shares and guaranteed the 
remainder of the capital? (2). Its present 
capital is not three millions of silver yen. The 
original mode of providing capital was peculiar, 
and may be briefly recapitulated here, though 
no doubt our contemporary will know that the 
version we give is incorrect. The capital of 
the bank was fixed at 3,000,000 silver yen, of 
which the government subscribed for 1,000,000, 
and paid up 200,000 on February 27th, 1880. 
2,000,000 were supposed to be subscribed for by 
the public, and it is said 400,000 called up was 
duly paid. This left capital at call 2,400,000; 
of which the government had to provide 800,000 
and shareholders 1,600,000. The latter was 
provided for by shareholders depositing cur- 
rency in return for shokin-kosai-shosho (specie 
bonds) delivered at par by the national debt 
bureau. These bonds were deposited in the 
treasury, the minister of which then guaranteed 
that whenever silver was required by the bank 
it should be forthcoming. Plainly, if share- 
holders have paid up 400,000 silver yen, they 
have paid no more; while it is equally clear 
that if the bank ever had a larger sum of 
capital in hand to work with than 600,000 
yen it must have come out of tho treasury, 
which has accepted the liability for 2,600,000 
yen of the specie capital; and yet this 
bank is only now “to be raised to the 
dignity of a national institution!” (3) Where 
is “the equal sum in specie” to increase the 
capital to come from? In November last there 
were only 12,000,000 yen in specie in the 
treasury, and a large portion of that has been 
since exported without any corresponding in- 
come. Can the government, after giving away 
the rich properties of the Kaitakushi, contem- 
plate a gift to the Specie Bank of the balance 
of money left in the treasury? (4) When did 
the Specie Bank confine ite operations to 
internal trade only? Such a career would 
have been diametrically opposed to the principle 
of its formation, which was to farther direct 
foreign trade of which several instances are 
extant of tea shipments to the United States, 
which not only lost heavily for the bank, but 
caused every foreign merchant to suffer on 
unsold shipments ; while the reaction is felt by 
the native tea dealer to-day in the shape of 
lower prices. (5) If the Specie Bank is to 
enter the field on the same footing as that of 
oo aro foreigh bank in the settlement it 

ill be warmly welcomed, but upon the 
same conditions as its foreign campeers, 


Tum Tokio vernseular journals have of| namely, that full particulars of its proprietary, 


direstorate, capital subscribed and paid up, 
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reserves, audited accounts, and all other in- 
formation, be made as public as, say for 
instance, are the affairs of the Hongkong and 
Shanghai Banking Corporation. If these rules 
are not observed, the Specie Bank will have no 
standing at all, and will rapidly fall to the posi- 
tion of a discreditable interloper in respectable 
society. 


A BANK conducted upon straightforward 
business principles, may do a great deal in o 
useful direction, and will certainly not be open 
to any of the grave objections justly urged 
against the sometime facility of the treasury. 

Will the writer of the above quoted para- 
graph be good enough to explain the difference 
between money direct from the treasury, and 
money indirectly from the treasury through the 
agency of the Specie Bank ? 


We look, however, with no little curiosity 
for some decision as to the personnel of the 
new bank. The probability, nay the very 
possibility of its success, depends in the main 
upon the fashion of its management. ‘ 
If the bank is to be anything like what its 
projectors hope, and what its prospects reason- 
ably entitle them to expect, it will be able to 
afford a competent foreign staff. A 
gentleman combining business capabilities of a 
sufficiently high standard with at least a toler- 
able experience of the East, may not be easy to 
find, but if such an one were entrusted &. 

Surely our contemporary knew the field was 
Japan, and the bank an institution to handle 
money, and intended to take a position of equal- 
ity with foreign banks. Did no other qualifica- 
tions than business capability and experience 
seem necessary for the manager of such 
an undertaking? Are honour, integrity, re- 
putation nothing? And yet without these 
qualities it will be easier for a man blind and 
lame to ascend Fujiyama than for the Specie 
Bank to prosper. 

Tur article is no doubt meant to be didactic ; 
it has all the impertinence of assumption to 
lead to that conclusion ; but it reads, to those 
who understand the matter dealt with, like 
a series of ill-timed jokes. 


Ix a recent issuo we had occasion to take 
the Hongkong Telegraph to task for using 
some very unjournalistic language towards the 
Ohina Mail. The files of the former paper 
which have just come to hand enable us to 
gain a clearer insight into the line of policy 
pursued by our young contemporary than we 
previously possessed, though from the first, we 
never had much doubt as to his ulterior ob- 
ject—the justification of Governor Hennessy. 

There can be no question, in the minds of 
impartial observers, that Sir John Pope 
Hennessy is about ss unpopular in Hong- 
kong as he can well be—that is, with such 
of its inhabitants as have the misfortune to be 
Europeans and not Chinese. The latter havo 
been uniformly pampered whilst the former 
have been continually exasperated beyond en- 
durance. A glance at the files of the Hong- 
kong papers for the past four or five years will 
be sufficient to convince the most sceptical 
how obstructive has been the system of govern- 
mont carried out by the present strong-minded 
raler of that colony. d 

That the China Mail may have erred io 
judgment occasionally is quite possible. Never- 
theless it has always been thoroughly consie- 
tent in its conduct. Honestly believing Sir 
John Pope: Hennessy to be the worst enemy 
the colony could possibly have it has, from first 
sto last, most resolutely opposed his: policy and 


condemned his actions, but never, so far as we 
have been able to observe, without being able 
to give ‘‘chapter and verse” for its assertions 
and criticisms. The Hongkong Daily Press, 
hitherto somewhat uncertain in its utterances, 
has at length followed suit with the China 
Mail, and in a series of vigorous, outspoken 
articles, has taken his Excellency most round- 
ly to task. 

Pitying the forlorn condition of his Excel- 
lency, the Hongkong Telegraph sprang, mush- 
room like, into existence and came to the 
rescue and, as the apologist of governor 
Hennessy, he certainly cuts a very poor figure, 


for nothing can possibly be more indiscreet 
than the manner in which he endeavours to 
whitewash his idol. The China Mail had 
certainly much better have refrained from re- 
ferring to Sir John’s antecedents in Barbadoes 
but the Telegraph, by re-producing garbled 
extracts of speeches made as far back as 1876 
by Lords Carnarvon and O’Hagan and Mr. 
Forster in the House of Lords and House of 
Commons respectively has, if anything, only 
made a bad matter worse. At any rate, he has 
in no way strengthened the position of the 
object of his admiration. 

As far as we are able to judge, the position 
of the Hongkong Telegraph is neither a com- 
fortable nor an enviable one. He reminds us 
of a barrister holding a brief in a hopeless 
case already more than part heard, the judge 
uttering the closing words of his charge 
and the jury prepared to give their ver- 
dict. Governor Hennessy, according to the 
ueual rule of crown colonies, is in the last 
months of his tenure of office; he has been 
weighed in the balance and found wanting 
and the verdict of public opinion is certainly 
aguinst him, A short time longer, and he will 
have taken leave of Hongkong followed by the 
good wishes of his friends aud many weary 
sighs of relief from the community of that 
colony generally. Where then will be the un- 
fortunate Hongkong Telegraph? His occupa- 
tion, like Othello’s, will be—gone. 

Seriously speaking, if our young contem- 
porary wishes to prolong his existence beyond 
the departure of Sir John Pope Hennessy, and 
to possess any degree of power and influence 
amongst the Hongkong public, he will have 
to change his tactics very considerably and 
as speedily as possible. 


Tue Mainichi Shinbun announces that ac- 
cording to a recent advice from Osaka, the 
price of silver yen has extraordinarily fallen in 
that city; recent quotation was 1.535 and the 
tendency was still to fall. 

(ae report of the Japanese government, 
showing the estimated revenue and expenditure 
for the 14th, financial year has been recently 
pen by notification No, 67 of the Daijo 

wan, 


Two out of five bridges lying on the railway 
line now in construction, between Tsuruga and 
Otsu, are already built, and materials for the 
remaining three are being prepared at the rail- 
way office in Kobe. 


Tue San Francisco Hvening Bulletin ap- 
praises the territory of King Kalakaua at a 
very low estimate, considera it to be in the 
market, and that it might be knocked down 
to the highest bidder :— 

“The King of the Sandwich Islands has 
about the most shadowy royalty now iu 
existence. The territory over which he rules 
may be more extensive, but his seat is not 
half ao firm as that of the Prince of Monaco. 


The American settlers on the islands could 
at any time start a revolution, against which 
he could make no headway. What he has 
to sell is therefore of the most attenuated 
character. It only acquires substance by the 
fact of a presumed jealonsy on the part of 
other nations. England or France might 
object to our taking possession after the 
Texan method. But there does not a 

to be any objection to purchase. That is the 
modern way of securing new lands. We 
bought Alaska from Russia. Two giante 
were engaged in a trade, and no nation felt 
called upon to interfere. But in the case of 
the United States and the Sandwich Islands 
the matter is different. It is a trade between 
a giant and a pigmy, with other jealous 
giants looking on. There is not much matter 
what China or Japan may think of the trans- 
action. But we haye a better right to the 
Sandwich Islands than any European nation. 
Tt is exceedingly probable, seeing the extent 
and value of our possessions on the Pacific, 
that we should not allow any European 
nation to take them. Kalakaua, therefore, 
if he is bent on a trade, has something 
which, practically speaking, he can only sell 
to the United States. That is no reason 
why he should be compelled to part with his 
royalty at unremunerative figures. One of 
his predecessors was very anxious to dell to 
the United States, and it is probable that 
the relations between us and the islands will 
be brought to that point. The latter are 
at this moment practically part of our 
country.” 


It is all very well for our contemporary 
to say that America has a better right to the 
Sandwich Islands than any European nation, 
but such a position cannot be maintained 
for, if His Majesty is anxious to sell his 
“shadowy royalty ” (which we rather doubt) 
one nation has as much right to buy it aa 
another. Any how, there is not likely to 
be much competition for a bargain of the 
“most attenuated character.” 


‘Tae Bulletin asserts that purchase ‘is the 
modern way of securing new lands.” Not 
always. Annexation seems to be the order of 
the day with the British government. Let us 
endeavonr to find ont a correct definition for 
theterm. ‘Who steals my purse steals trash,” 
nevertheless the delinquent is sent to prison 
for the offence. If A trespasses on B’s land, 
the latter hauls the former before a justice 
of the peace and that fanctionary fines him. 
But if one nation forcibly invades another's 
territory and appropriates a large portion 
of it, the transaction is euphemistically styled 
“annexation ” and is considered to be a great 
stroke of diplomacy. Where is the appreci- 
able difference between the three cases? 
We can seen none. - 


Bur let that pass. Now for a word 
or two concerning Kalakaua himself. His 
Majesty may be, and no doubt is, a very 
estimable man and a most enlightened 
monarch—in his way; but that circumstance 
affords no reason for the sickening amount 
of par sty cpriautrd which been 
lavis! on him throughout his rogress, 
The ultra-Radical papers at home ae wont 
to describe the British as a “nation of 
flankeys ;” and well they may, seeing how 
ready we are to fall down and worship any- 
thing and everything in the ae of royalty. 
How this sable potentate must have langhed 
in his sleeve at the manner in which ‘ free- 
born Britishers”’ cringed and fawned before 
him here, in China, the Straits and elsewhere. 
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All this homage is manifestly misplaced. 
By an exchange telegram which we published 
in our issue of the 17th inst., it would appear 
that king Kalakaua—to put it mildly—is 
one who—as Junius somewhere says— can 
gee no reason why a man may not unite the 
public virtues of Cato with the indulgence 
of Epicuras ;” whilst one of our American 
contemporaries, in an article too long to 
reproduce, most plainly indicates His Majes- 
ty to be anything but a stranger to the 
delights which Bacchus affords to his con- 
stant worshippers. 


Tue British brig Otto chan her flag 
on Friday, and was transft to her new 
Japanese owners. 


Tue German schooner Annie has disoharg- 
ed the whole of her cargo and is undergoing 


repairs. 


We understand that the writer of the 
article on Japan in the forthcoming number 
of the Encyclopedia Britannica is Mr. T. R. 
H. McOlatchie of H. M. consular service. 
One or two other well-known gentlemen at 
present in England were unable to undertake 
the work. 


Tux publication, on the 13th. instant, of the 
consular returns of trade of the port of Yoko- 
hama for the year 1880, enables us to present 
the usual summary of the foreign commerce 
of Japan for a period of thirteen years, 1868 
to 1880 inclusive. ; 

Pressure of time and want of space compel 
us to defer some comments suggested by the 
compilation of these returns. 


By an exchange telegram which we published 
yesterday, it appears that Mr. Bradlaugh 
intends to carry his point vi ¢¢ armis, and by 
this time has either done so, or has been lodged 
in “durance vile.” Mr. Bradlaugh is a man 
with whom we have not much sympathy ; his 
flippant atheism is repulsive, and his manner of 
conducting his case singularly coarse and 
offensive. Nevertheless he has the merit of being 
thoroughly honest and straightforward in his 
convictions and is, so far, entitled to respect. 
The privilege he contends for is that which 
belongs of right to every Englishman duly 
returned by a majority of his constituency to 
serve in Parliament. He is ready and willing 
to take the prescribed oath though he prefers 
the affirmation; but hitherto they have not 
allowed him to go though either ceremony. 
It is useless to repeat all the arguments which 
have been used on either side. The position 
of the junior member for Northampton must 
be perfectly understood by our readers. We 
may however, be permitted to offer a few 
remarks concerning the relative value of 
affirmation and oath-taking. 

The Act of Parliament now in force seems 
to exempt only two classes of objectors from 
attestation which are typically represented by 
Quakers and Moraviane. e 

The Moravians object to take an oath on the 
ground that they consider it to be a relic of 
barbarism and therefore entirely out of place 
amongst a civilized nation. 

‘Yhe Quaker demura on a totally different 
ground. He understands the injunction “ swear 
not st all” in its literal sense alone; he 
understauds neither equivocation nor prevari- 
cation—though by the way, unless they are 
sadly maligned Quakers are wont sometimes 
to “palter in a double sense” in worldly 
matters, but that is neither here nor there— 
nor any subtleties of speech, Itis no use telling 


him that the Divine command does not include 
judicial swearing ; he never can be made to un- 
derstand that “notat all” may be made to 
mean “sometimes,” He knows as well as most 
people that negatives are very awkward parts 
of speech to deal with, and that no attempt can 
be made to modify their signification without 
destroying it altogether. The Quaker has a 
great deal of reason on his side. But then he 
is not “ orthodox.” 

Advocates of attestation assert that an oath 
is, or ought to be, more binding on a person’s 
conscience than an affirmation, because, by 
violating it, the Divine wrath is incurred. 
This may be, no doubt; but we confess to 
being rather sceptical on the point. Depend 
upon it the knowledge that a conviction of 
*wilfal and corrupt perjury ” entails fine and 
incarceration has a great deal to do with in- 
ducing a sworn witness to keep to the terms 
of his oath. People seem to lose sight of the fact 
that a Quaker or a Moravian who has “ affirm- 
ed,” if he is caught tripping, can be punished 
quite as severely as though he were attested. 

With a man of honor his word is his bond. 
His oath can be no more. Mr. Bradlaugh has 
distinctly stated that the oath or affirmation, 
whichever he takes, will be binding on his 
conscience. His only reason for preferring 
the latter is, because the words of the former 
in which the Supreme Being is invoked, are 
utterly meaningless to him. Strange to say 
his objection holds good in a law court but not 
in the House of Commons. One not learned 
in these matters would naturally imagine that 
what a legal tribunal might do, the assembly 
in which all laws are made might also do, 
but it seems not; an exception is thereby 
made to the truth of Euclid’s axiom, “the 
greater includes the less.” 

Honestly speaking, there appears to be 
every reason for making some change in the 
law as speedily as possible. Since the punish- 
ment for violation is the same in either 
case; since both are, or ought to be, equally 
binding on the conscience, and since it would 
put a stop to a great deal of hypocrisy, not 
to say duplicity, the alternative of attestation 
or affirmation ought to be allowed to everyone 
who has a valid reason for demanding it, both 
in the House and in a court of justice. 


In March last we discussed in these columns 
the expense of Japanese diplomatic and con- 
sular representation abroad, pointing out its 
excessive cost, as compared with that of other 
countries, and with the interests to be guarded. 
We made, at the same time, certain suggestions 
for a considerable reduction in the expense, 
the chief being the amalgamation of all the 
European missions into three, or at the most 
four, establishments. We believe it is intend- 
ed by the government to reduce their diplomatic 
service largely so soon as some result of the 
present negotiations for a revision of the 
treaties is attained; but we may now call 
attention to the practice of the Chinese in this 
respect. The commercial and political interests 
ot China are, of course, vast compared with 
those of Japan; nevertheless we find that the 
envoy in: Berlin has also been accredited to the 
courts of Vienna, Rome, and the Hague, 
precisely the change which we suggested for 
Japan. The minister in London is also ac- 
credited to Paris, and, we believe to St. Peters- 
burg. There is, it is true, a Chinese mission 
in Madrid, which also does the work connected 
with Portugal; but it must be remembered 
that the colony at Macao has a special effect 
on the relations between China and the latter 
country ; while the representative to Spain was 
specially sent to come to some understanding 
with the Spanish government respecting the 


treatment of Chinese in Cuba. Blue-books 
and other papers have made us familiar with 
the horrible treatment to which the Chinese are 
subject at the hand of the Spanish peoples in 
South America and Cuba, and the efforts of 
their government to ameliorate their condition 
is praiseworthy in the highest degree. Nor 
should it be forgotten that China is a wealthy 
country which can easily afford a few embas- 
sies; and although Japan is, unhappily, in a 
very different position, she might in this res- 
pect advantageously imitate the example of her 
more opulent neighbour. 


Dr. G. A. Von Krépen in a recent article 
in Petermann’s Mittheilungen on the Loochoo 
islands, gives us some information respecting 
this archipelago which we have not seen before, 
and which we shall summarise here. A 
Chinese literati Su-pao-kwang was sent in 
1719 to the islands as ambassador, and collect- 
ed their annals up to the year 1713. Accord- 
ing to him the maio island, Okinawa, was 
formed into a single kingdom in 1430, but 
subsequently was again subdivided into three. 
The chief of these was the centre Téung-san, 
to which the whole east coast and a third of 
the west coast belonged; the southern, San- 
lam, and the northern, San-pok, were not of 
much importance. The history of Loochoo 
exhibits the curious anomaly that the islands 
were tributary both to Japan and China 
simultaneously. The first king is named in 
mythology T’heen-sun, or the grandson of 
Heaven. He was succeeded by twenty-five 
dynasties. In the time of the Japanese em- 
peror Takakura, who reigned from 1169 to 
1180, Minamoto Tametomo, who was banished 
to Vries island, went to Loochoo and there 
married. At that time the twenty-five original 
dynasties of the old ruling house of T’heen- 
sun were overthrown by a powerful vassal 
named Le-yung. Tametomo’s son placed him- 
self at the head of the loyal party, conquered 
Le-yung, and ascended the throne himself in 
1187. During his reign, which lasted until 
1238, the Loochooans received an: alphabet, 
and learned to read and write. After this for 
many years the islands enjoyed peace and 
prosperity. 

Under the Chinese dynasties Siu and Tang 
(581-907 A.D,) Loochoo endured many hostile 
invasions from China. In the year 1291, 
again, the Chinese emperor resuscitated his 
ancient claims on the islands; but the fleet 
which he sent never got farther than the west 
coast of Formosa, and then returned to Fok- 
hien. In 1368 araler of the Ming dynasty sent 
an envoy to the king of Loochoo for the purpose 
of concluding a treaty of friendship. It was at 
this time that the first political relations between 
China and Loochoo commenced. From 1895 on 
wards every king of Loochoo received his inves- 
titure from the ruler of the middle kingdom. 
At the commencement of the 17th century the 
Loochooan minister Yana, who was anxious to 
stand well with the Emperor of China, advised 
his sovereign to break off all communication 
with Japan, and the Loochooan ships no longer 
went to that country. The Prince of Satsuma, 
Shimadzu Iyehisa, sent an envoy to demand 
explanations, and to require the presence of the 
king in Japan. The latter, however, refused, 
and the result was the invasion of the islands 
in March 1609 by a Japanese fleet and 8,000 
troops. After a few months the capital was 
taken by storm, the king was taken prisoner 
to Kagoshima and kept there for two years. 
He was then, as a reward for his excellent 
behaviour in captivity, sent back to his king- 
dom and again placed on the throne. The 
Prince of Satsuma became the suzerain of 
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the islands, and remained so up to recent 
years, A condition annexed to the restoration 
of the king was that henceforth, though the 
Prince of Satsuma as intermediary, investiture 
should be granted by the Shogun to the kings 
of Loochoo, and also that every new king 
should send an Embassy of thanks to Yedo. 
From 1611 up to 1850 fifteen such embassies 
were sent. It is curious also to notice that 
when Iyeyasu desired to renew relations with 
China, the Loochooans were forced to act as 
media and take letters to the Chinese; no 
answer was received by them, but numerous 
Chinese merchants returned to Japan after 
this. 

Notwithstanding all this, Loochoo continued 
paying tribute to China. In 1663 the great 
Kang-hi received the tribute and embassy, 
and sent in return valuable presents which his 
father had set aside for the king of Loochoo. 
A Tartar ambassador went with them, and 
after hie arrival the king, Tchang-tche wae 
installed with much rejoicing kiug of Loochoo 
and tributary of the Manchu Empire. This 
emperor paid an attention to the islands which 
had never yet been bestowed on them by any 
ruler of China. He had a palace erected there 
to the honour of Confucius, and established 
a school for the spread of Chinese learning ; he 
requested that, in future, sandalwood, spices 
and ‘other articles not produced in the islands, 
should not be sent, but instead a fixed quanti- 
ty of tin, copper, mother of pearl, &c. In 
1708 the palace of the king was destroyed by 
fire; hurricanes committed anheard of devas- 
tations; a cattle-plague raged through the 
country, and the people themselves suffered 
from: epidemics, The generous Kang-hi be- 
stowed such assistance on the people through 
all these disasters that his name is still re- 
membered with the liveliest gratitude. 

We may pass over the remainder of the 


paper which deals with recent events in Loo- 


choc. With these we are, unfortunately, too 
familiar. The major portion dealing with the 
relations: between Japan and the archipelago 
has also been omitted, as the facts mentioned 
there can be found in many publications ; more 
especially, for the mythological and semi- 
historical periods, in a series of articles entitled 
Audi alteram partem which appeared in the 
Japan Gazette in December of 1879 and 
January 1880. 


Pun Russian telegraphic lines have been 
interrupted since yesterday. 


Our young contemporary the Argus, what- 
ever else he may lack, is by no means deficient 
in pluck. In his issue of the 20th. inst. he 
comments in strong terms on the sublime 
indifference Gaphered by the government of 
Portugal towards the interests of its subjects 
dwelling in this remote corner of the far east. 
He points put the curious anomaly and absur- 
dity of the Plenipotentiary and Ambassador 
for Portugal being.also governor of Macao, a 
colony far remote from Japan. The conse- 
quence of this piece of pluralism is, that the 
fortunate official holding the dual appoint- 
ment has always either been unable or 
unwilling psy. even a flying visit to thia 
country for the purpose of presenting his 
credentials to H.I. M. the Mikado, or of 
ascertaining tho wanta and requirements of 
his compatriots, for whom he probably cares 
as much as he does for the man in the moon. 
In plain English, the Portugese minister for 
Japan draws a comfortable salary in return 
for duties which he leaves to take. care of 
thomselyes. 


_|ttied to limit i¢ as much as possible, 


The Argus complains with much reason 
of Portugese consuls being selected from 
amongst foreign merchants who, in addition 
to being absorbed in their own affairs, cannot 
even speak a word of the language of tho 
country and people they are supposed to 
represent and whose interests they are paid 
to protect. Our contemporary goes on to 
say that when Mr. J. J. Keswick first 
assumed charge of the Portugese consulate, 
he planted a large flagstaff in front of the 
establishment of Messrs. Jardine, Matheson 
& Oo. which cost the government of 
Portugal the neat little sum of $300. A 
circular was then sent round inviting all 
Portugese subjects to be present on a8 
certain day at 8 am. to witness the 
imposing ceremony of hoisting their na- 
tional flag. In response to this, a small 
sprinkling of Portugese, three Englishmen, 
one lady and sundry Japanese put in an 
appearance at the time and place named. 

he flag was slowly and solemnly raised, 
either with or without cheers from the as- 
sembled multitude—the writer is not explicit 
on this point—but certainly amidst a royal 
salute of champagne corks, as that soul-in- 
spiring beverage “which maketh glad the 
heart of man” was most freely and liberally 
served to the guests. The day’s festivities 
were destined to be soon and sadly damped. 
On the following morning the worthy Portu- 
gese consul, his guests, the flagstaff and the 
flag were all most mercilessly caricatured and 
ridiculed in the Yokohama Punch! Whether 
through lack of courtesy or through absence 
of mind it is impossible to say, but when 
Mr. Keswick took his departure for Shanghai 
he never gave the slightest intimation to 
Portugese subjects of his intention to quit 
these shores; the flagstaff remained in ite 
place but the flag was non est, having pro- 


on his travels. Indeed, had it not been for a 
notice signed by Mr. E. Pereira, which ap- 
in the Japan Gazette some days later, 


consulate had been removed to No. 62. 


contemporary’s remarks, and we are disposed 
to agree with him that the interests of his 
countrymen have been regarded with some- 
thing very like contemptuous indifference by 
their home government. 

Tas Argus is indignant at an assertion 
recently made by the Japan Mail that the 
Portugese government permits gambling and 

bling houses. The former flatly contra- 

iota the statement and intimates to the 
latter, in most unequivocal terms, that he is 
venturing au opinion on a subject of which 
he is profoundly ignorant. 
The Argus goes on to explain that the 
colony of Macao is an exception to the rule. 
There, gambling and gambling houses have to 
be tolerated as necessary evil in the same 
manner as was once the case in Hongkong. 


As we were in Hongkong at the time, we 
happen to know something of the “ objecte 
and reasons” for passing the much-abused 

ambling ordinance in that colony. Sir 

ichard MacDonnell, the then governor, 
seeing that the vice was inherent in the 
Chinese nature and that it only too often 
led to disastrous consequences, resolved to 
endeavour to place. it mnder due resteiction. 
He knew quite well that he could no more 
extinguish it than he could put ont the 
fires of Altna or Vesuvius and therefore 


bably accompanied the illustrious diplomatist 


Portieens might have remained in ignorance 
to this hour that the chancellery of their 


Such in brief is the substance of our 


to licensed gambling houses. Whether the 
measure was & wise one cannot well be 
determined as it never had a fair trial. 
Before the first’ year of its exiatence 
had expired, merchants, bankers and minis- 
ters of religion clamoured most bitterly 
against it. They represented their case most 
strongly to the governor and to the Colonial 
office and the resalt was that the obnoxious 
ordinance was repealed. The Macao goverm- 
ment seem to have remained firm in a matter 
in which the Hongkong authorities relented. 
Whether they have been snoceseful in con- 
trolling the “ruling passion” amongst the 
Chinese is best known to themselves. 


We have much pleasure in announcing 
that the excellent essay by Mr. Augustus 
Mongredien, entitled “ trade and English 
Commerce,” published by Messrs. Cassell, 
Petter, Galpin & Co. for the Cobden Clab, 
has been translated into Japanese by Mr. 
Miyoi Keinosin, and is now for sale through- 
out the country at s price which brings it 
within the reach of all. The object in pre- 
senting this clear and convincing exposition 
of the principles of free trade, by the adoption 
of which the commerce of England has been 
promoted to the foremost position it now 
occupies, is to convey to a number of men in 
Japan engaged in commerce, and speaking 
no language bat their own, the groundwork 
of that commercial policy which aims at the 
establishment of a system of perfectly un- 
trammelled interchange of commodities, and 
the eventual removal of all those barriers, 
such as political boundaries and protective 
tariffs, which interfere with the spread of 
Commerce and the advent of its attendant 
good angels, Peace, Goodwill, and Education. 

Japan is just entering upon commercial 
relations with the world which mast if 
extended on a basis of honesty, good faith, 
and sound legislation founded on non-inter- 
ference, the law to follow commerce, carry 
the nation on to a prosperous future, and 
gain for her a position respected by others 
who will become closely united to her by 
the friendly bonds of trade. Happily the 
members of the present government have 
shown no disposition to favour protection. 
The proposed increase in the tariff springs. 
from a desire we can readily understand, to 
add to the revenue of a nation somewhat 
embarrassed by its past expenditure. This 
tariff is too frequently confounded with 
@ supposed wish of the government to impose 
duties for protection, “yet there is this 
fondamental and important distinction be- 
tween an import duty which is imposed for 
purposes of revenue, and one which is main- 
tained with the object of giving protection 
to home industry. In the former case, the 
object those have in view who impose the 
duty, is to encourage importation; becanse 
the greater the importation, the larger is the 
revenue obtained. In the spoond case, the 
object being to discourage importation, the 
smaller the amount of revenue obtained 
the more completely will the purpose of the 
duty have been achieved.” (Professor Faw- 
cett, Restraints on Imports). So far, there~ 
fore, our Japanese friends desirous of stady- 
ing a question on which the future prosperity 
of their country mainly depends, are:justified 
in assuming that the government haveex- 
pressed no preference for a policy of protec- 
tion, and that their adoption of the noble 
principles. of free trade can be secured if 
the publio voice should be in their favour. 
As.an aid to the discussion, Mr. Mongredien’s 
essay is invaluable; and to farther the good 
cause we propose, having previously obtained 


ee 
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Mr. Mongredien’s consent to do 80, to re- 
pos one or more chapters of the original 
nglish version each Saturday until the whole 
is complete. By this means students will 
be enabled to collate the translation for them- 
selves; and in order to facilitate a sound 
understanding of the subject several gentle- 
men have promised to discuss any question 
that our friends may raise, to explain any 
passage which may seem to need explanation, 
and to consider any argument which may be 
anes in opposition to a free trade policy for 
lapan. 

‘e commend the translation to all patrio- 
tic Japanese with implicit confidence in the 
soundness of the doctrines enunciated by the 
author. : 


Tug translation is prefaced by two short 
addresses, the first by Mr. Nomura Fumio, 
who revised the translation, and the second 
by Mr. Miyoi Keinosin, the translator. Of 
these the following are English versions. 


“The proverb says that an engagement 
with the enemy by a general inexperienced 
in their tactics must end in calamity. The 
trath of this is admitted. Everything bas 
its particular use, and if this special object 
be ignored and an article be diverted from 
its legitimate function, it becomes a source of 
danger. With money especially is this the 
case. Money isa vast convenience to a people ; 
all things are produced by its aid ; and the 
wealth of a country is measured, and its 
power promoted, by means of money. If, 
however, the real nature of money be ignor- 
ed the treasury may be exhausted and finan- 
cial difficulties arise in consequence. There- 
fore the nature and use of money must be 
clearly understood. It is to be regretted 
that our leading men of the’ higher class 
never having engaged in trade under the 


fendal system, care little about political 
economy, even at this day when other 
sciences and arts have been introduced 
from the West and are being studied 
zealously by my countrymen. Thus, igno- 
rant of the true principles of political econo- 
my, and of the conduct of commerce, they 
all attribute the nation’s financial difficulties 
to an adverse balance of trade; and, which 
is worse, some have vowed to abstain altoge- 
ther from the use of imported goods. This 
erroneous opinion prevails among govern- 
ment officials also. The reason why commerce 
is in so flourishing a state in the West is 
that those who conduct it are versed in the 
true principles of political economy. This 
work discusses, and accurately explains the 
relative advantages and disadvantages of 
free trade and protection.” . 

“J have been moved to this expression of 
my opinion by my revision of the transla- 
tion.” 


(Signed) 


“Tho original work is entitled ‘Free 
Trade and English Commerce, written by 
Agustus Mongredien, and published in 
England in 1880.” 

“The chief object of this publication was to 
circulate among all English-speaking people 
throughout the world tho true principles of 
commerce, and I now dedicate this translation 
of it to the public to assist them in opposing 
@ protectionist policy by means of the ac- 
curate and effective arguments contained in 
this book. And I do this notwithstanding 
the sense of my ignorance and incapacity to 
do justice to the original.” 

“ Prior to translation and publication, con- 


Nomura Fumio.” 


Cobden Club, and from Messrs. Cassell, 
Petter, Galpin & Co., the original publishers.” 
(Signed) Mivor Kernosin.” 
The translation is protected by copy-right 
dated Febroary 10th, 1881, for a term of 
thirty years. 


A CORRESPONDENT of a native paper writing 
from Hakodate, says that the Kaitakushi being 
about to be abolished, the people at that port are 
very desirous to commence some new enterprise, 
and Messrs. Yamamoto, Tanaka, Miyaji, Ishida, 
Sugiura, Teuneno, magistrates of that town, 
and others, about 27 in number, all influential 
persons, held a meeting at the Mitsui Baok, 
when they resolved to purchase the steamers 
Genbu-Maru, Koriu-Maru, Hakodate-Maru, 
Shinbi-Maru, Komei-Maru, and Nakataka- 
Maru, and some sailing ships, at present 
belonging to the Kaitakushi; they intend to 
forward an application for this purpose to H.E. 
Kuroda, chief of the colonization commission, 
on his arrival at Hakodate, and if they fail in 
getting permission, to send Mr. Teuneno after 
his Excellency to Sapporo where his Majesty 
the Mikado will soon be, to endeavour to 
obtain their request. They propose to esta- 
blish a steamship company trading with the 


Mikado whom he will probably meet at the 
Hokkaido. Itis not definitely known what 
business he has to transact, but it is said to 
be connected with a secret consultation for s 
foreign loan of yen 2,000,000. We are unable 
to say whether this ramour is true or not. 

AN enterprising merchant of Kagoshima 
Ken, says tee same journal, intends to esta- 
blish a company at Nawa, Loochoo, under 
the name of Unyu Kwaisha, for the purpose 
of trading along the coasts of the Loochooan 
group, three or four times a month. 


Tue officers of the Mitan Bishi Steamship 
Company will be sorry to hear of the death 
of Mr. James Ellis who has been in that 
company’s service as engineer from its 
commencement. Ma. Ellis arrived in Japan 
on board the Malacca, now in the Japanese 
navy, sixteen years ago, and has been 
in active service until within the last few 
months when his declining health induced 
him to leave for home. He took passage in 
the Niigata Maru, which left here on the 
6th. instant, anda telegram received yester- 
day morning from Hongkong announces his 
death at the age of 59 years. 

Mr. Ellis was highly respeoted, and had 
gained many friends both in the Company’s 


above steamers. The correspondent adds ‘that | service and amongst the public by whom 


Messrs. Nomura, Naka and others are project- 
ing some other undertaking. 


Tue journalistic strife now raging hotly in 
the camp promises to be enlivened by the re- 
turn of Mr. House, who is about to revive the 
Tokio Times. Before this master of personal 
invective and scurrility even the Hongkong 
Teleyraph must tremble; and our local copyists 
will sink into utter insignificance. 

Mr. House, who is accompanied by a Japa- 


American mail, and it is needless to say that 
the subscription lists said to be opened at the 
Club Germania and United Club for the pur- 
pose of providing funds for the erection of a 
triumphal arch of welcome and banquet, are 
wild absurdities. 


A vew days ago the Japan Muil gave a 
note of warning about the thieves now in- 
vading the hot spring district; and we have 
now news of another robbery committed at 
Mianoshta on the night of the 16th instant. 
Some gentlemen from Yokohama, staying at 
Nariah’s hotel, had their rooms entered by 
thieves, who first searched all pockets for 
money taking whatever they could find, and 
then carried off a portmanteau containing 
yen 75 in money, and a quantity of clothing. 
‘A search having been instituted yesterday 
the portmanteau was discovered in a field, 
broken open but nothing but the money 
abstracted. 


Mianoshta, Hakone, and all other places in 


the vicinity have hitherto been absolutely 
free from thefts of this description. When 
the hotels have been filled with guests small 
portable and valuable articles have frequently 
been left exposed throughout day and night. 


the proprietors of the 
stay; @ plan we bave always adopted on 
principle and no doubt with advantage. 


item :—Mr. 


The robbers are presumably from Tokio or 
Yokohama; and travellers will act wisely to 
deposit all their money and valuables with 

otels at which they 


Tur Nichi Nichi Shinbun has the following 
Ishibashi, a secretary of the 
T national debt bureau, left Tokio yesterday 
pent was obtained from the Committee of the ;for the north to yverluke bis Majesty the 


he was well known as an old resident. 

A pumour is current that H.E. Iwakura, 
now in Kioto, intends to resign his office on 
his return to the capital. 


American citizens in this settlement will 
no doubt be pleased to learn that, on 5th. 
July last, at a special meeting of the London 
Court of Aldermen, the Lord Mayor presiding, 


Alderman Sir Robert Carden said that, ia 
nese who has been for sometime resident int 


London and Paris, is expected by the next * 


the absence of their senior member, it was 
his painful duty to have to propose the fol- 
lowing resolution, which he was sure would 
be unanimously carried :— 

“That this Court has heard with deep 
regret and indignation of the cruel attempt 
which has been made upon the life of the 
President of the United States, and, in sym- 
pathy with the whole body of the citizens of 
London, deplores the commission of so hein- 
ous a crime, and earnestly hopes that a life 
so valuable as that which has been so ruth- 
lesaly assailed may yet be spared for many 
years to his country, his family and his 
friends.” 

Mr. Alderman Lawrence seconded the reso- 
lution, and it was unanimously carried ; and 
it was resolved to remit it to the American 
minister. 


Our neighbours, the Chinese, are beginning 
to throw aside their old-world prejadices 
against modern civilization and progress; and 
in fact it is high time that they did. They 
are beginning to understand that telegraphs 
are not altogethor a work of the “ powers of 
darkness.” Their government has lately 
sent instructions through the Embassy at 
Washington to the Chinese Educational 
Commission at Hartford, in Cornecticut, to 
establish a department of tclegraphy, and 
operations are to be commeuced at once. At 
present there is no telegraphic communication 
in the Chinese Empiro, excepting between 
few of the larger places on the const, and 
this is solely by lincs ostablished and main- 
tained by the foreign residents. It is under- 
stood that the communication is sololy in 
English, or other languages than the Chinese, 
and that no system bas yet been devised by 
which the Chinese can commuuicate by wire 
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charge and it only remained for His Honear 
to say whether he would commit the accused 
to trial or deal with the case summarily, if 
the former were to be done he, Mr. Lowder, 
would reserve his address until the trial took 
place, and if the latter he would make his 
remarks in the afternoon. 

His Honour said he would require to 
review the evidence before he could say whe- 
ther the case would be dealt with summarily 
or not, but he would decide this after- 
noon. 


The court then adjourned till 2 p.m. 


— 


I was in the fireroom of that vessel on the 
9th. of August last. I saw the third engincer 
assault the deceased Lum Aloong. The 
latter was raking up the fire at the time. 
The third engineer said to him that the 
fire was not sufficient, and then struck him on 
the face and body, and knocked him against 
the furnace burning bis arm. ‘I told the 
engineer to desist, and I was beaten by him 
for doing so. The deceased had his face 
swollen at the time, having been beaten the 
day before by the engineer. I assisted the 
deceased to get up, as he was anable to do 
80 by himself and I advised him to go to the 
windsail. Idid not see Lum Aloong go on 
deck, but I saw the third engineer run up in 
a hurry. The next thing I heard was the 
bell ringing for the ship to stop. The third 
engineer came down again and I asked him 
what was the matter, he replied that the fire- 
man, the deceased, had sprung overboard. At 
the time of the assault there were four per- 
sons present, viz.: the accused, the deceased, 
myself, and another Chinaman. 


To the accused :—I am not quite sure at 
what time you assaulted the deceased, but I 
believe it was about a quarter past one in 
the morning. You did not put a rake in 
the hands of the deceased. Deceased went 
up on deck only once, and complained that his 
face was paining him. He did not complain 
to you that he was sick. 

Ah Won, fireman, was next called and being 
duly warned, stated :—I was present in the fire- 
room shortly after midnight on the 9th. inet. 
Besides myself there were two firemen and the 
third engineer. I recognize the accused. 
I saw the accused assault the deceased, who 
was raking the fire. I think the accused 
found fault on account of there not being 
enought steam on. 

The witness corroborated the account of 
the assault given by the previous witness. 


To the accused:—I saw deceased fall 
against the furnace and burn his arm. When 
the chief engineer beat the man you were 
present. I did not report to the captain 
that the deceased had been assaulted, as I 
do not understand English. The steward 
understands Chinese, but I had to attend 
to my duties, and could not report it to him. 

Ah Pow, coalman, being warned, said: 
On the 9th. of August I was fixing the wind- 
sailon deck. I heard noise in the fireroom 
but did not know what it-was. I saw Lom 
Aloong come on deck, and sit down at the 
side of the ship. Afterwards the third 
engineer came on deck. I heard the third 
engineer speaking in a loud voice to Lum 
Aloong, who jumped overboard. When 
walking to the side of the ship Lam 
Aloong staggered in his walk, but I am not 
sure whether he was in pain. He neither 
drank nor smoked. 

To the acoused:—I only saw Lum Aloong 
come on deck once. The ladder from 
the fireroom to the deck is a stcep one. 


Peter Mahomet, being duly warned and 
examined by the acensed, said: It was about 
half past twelve when Lum Aloong came on 
dock. I did not see you strike the deceased. 
I was only once in the stoke hole. 

To Mr. Lowder: I- did not see acoused 
strike the deceased. 

This closing the evidence, his Honour said 
the accused was at liberty to make any state- 
ment he wished, but warned him that anything 
he might say, would be taken down and pro- 
duced at the trial. 

Mr. Lowder said that the evidence which 
had been heard wholly corroborated the 


in their own language. The project contem- 
plates the establishment of a governmental 
system of telegraphic signs and symbols 
which shall indicate the Chinese characters. 
This will be a task of very considerable 
difficulty. But the students are said to have 
taken hold of the new study with real 
interest; and as they are quick to learn, a 
few monthe’s tuition will probably fit them 
for their duties. 


Tr is said, that the reception of the sons of 
His Royal Highness Prince of Wales, who 
are shortly expected to visit Japan has been 
entrusted to the household department, and 
the building of a banquet hall is being hast- 
ened in order to have it finished by the 
time their Royal Highnesses arrive in Tokio. 


The court re-assembled at 2 p.m. 


His Honour said he had gone through the 
evidence taken this morning and found that 
it did not sustain the charge, and the case 
would therefore be dismissed bat it lay open 
to the prosecator to bring on another charge. 

Mr. Lowder said he wished immediately to 
amend the charges as follows :— 


Ah Ping a Chinese subject, employed on 
board the British steamer Malacca c 
that Robert Thomson on the 9th. of August, 
in and upon one Lum Aloong, did make an 
assault, and him, the said Lum Aloong, did 
then beat, and illtreat, and other wro 
against the said Lum Along then did, to the 
great damage of the said Lam Aloong against 
the peace of our Lady the Queen. 


This, Mr. Lowder said, would convert 
the charge into one of simple battery 
to which the accused would doubtless plead 
guilty. 

Aconsed said he had been in very bad 
health lately and rather than go through 
another hearing of the case and occupyiag 
the court’s time he would plead guilty 
although he was innocent. 


Mr. Lowder said he understood the accused 
had pleaded guilty, in which case he, Mr. 
Lowder, bad been instructed by the prosecution 
to request His Honour to use’ the full dis- 
cretion allowed him by the law and inflict 
a punishment of imprisonment instead of a 
fine. He thought it was right to make an 
example of someone as a warning to the 
residents of the East, that they could not 
with impunity maltreat a Chinaman simply 
becanso he was not of another nationality, 
and in the present case the accused had treat- 
ed the deceased in a most cruel and unfair 
manner and had so persecuted him as to 
drive him to seek death by self-destruction. 
Mr. Lowder also asked that the accused be 
ordered to bear the expenses of the prosecu- 
tion and quoted P. 74 Order in Council, 
which clause provides that the court may 
order any person convicted before it of any 
crime or offence, to pay all or part of the 
expenses of his trial. : 

His Honour in giving judgment said that 
it was open to the complainant or to any 
other employé of tho P. & O. Company if 
ill-treated, to make a complaint to the captain 
or agent, and the plea ziven by the prosecut- 
or that he could neither understand nor 
speak English was inadmissible, since there 
must have been persons on board who could 
have interpreted for him. His Hononr, how- 
ever, agreed with Mr. Lowder that the panish- 
ment provided for an ordinary case of assault 
was inadequate for the present case ; however, 
onaccountof the position and the stateof health 
of the accnsed, he would not sentence him 
to a term of imprisonment, but would fine 
him $50, or in default to one month's im- 
prisonment. 


Tas Hocht Shinbun makes the following 
announcement :—We stated some days ago 
that the proceedings of the Kaitakushi would 
injure the reputation of the Sateuma clan. 
As we expected, however, two high military 
officials belonging to the same are said to 
have greatly enlarged on the proceedings in 
ce and to have held some conference at 

e residence of H. E. Kawamura, as they are 
bic f fastidious of the government losing 

jit with the people by an unjust transac- 
tion. It is said also that those very officials 
who attended the treasury made some ar- 
rangement favourable to the plan relative to 
the fishery in the Hokkaido, as they were 
much surprised at the public being clamorous 
against the transaction and had accordingly 
changed their opinion. One of the other mem- 
bers of the cabinet seeing the injustice 
which public opinion had indicated, is said to 
have sent, or intends to send, a momorial to 
the government that the abolition of the 
Kaitakushi should be delayed. 


Ir has been disputed, says the same journal, 
by two parties, amongst the projectors of the 

‘oboku Tetsudo Kwaisha, whether the rail- 
way is to be first constructed from Tsuruga 
side or Kanazawa. It is now decided that 
it should be first commenced from the for- 
mer side. 


Haw Reports. 
Before Martin Donen, Esq., Acting Assistant 
Judge. 
Friday, August 19th., 1881. 


R. (on the prosecution of Ah Ping ) 
versus 


R. Txomson, 3rd. Engineer of the P. & O. 
steamer Sfalacca. 


Accused was charged with having, on the 
10th. of August last. 

1st., assaulted a Chinaman named Lum 
Aloong now deceased, and then fireman on 
board the Bf.:l2cca. 

2nd., maliciously wounded him with intent 
to do bodily harm. 

3rd., with having unlawfully and mali- 
ciously wounded and inflicted greivous 
bodily harm upon tho said Ah Loong. 

Accused pleaded not guilty. 

Mr. Lowder appeared for the prosecution. 

Mr. Lowder, having read the charges, call- 
ed the prosecutor who, being duly warned 
stated ; lam a fireman on board the Malacca, 
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NOPIFIOATION NO.40, OF THECOUNOIL . 698 Bales. By the kindness of Captain Wynn, of the 
OF STATE. - 490» Niigata Maru, we have been furnished with 
: - 8» particulars of the typhoon experienced by 
: rr ", that vessel on the voyage from Kobe to 
= It: is hereby. notified that the Regulations “Oo |. Hongkong. The Miigata Maru left Kobe on 
for the storage and control of Kerosene Oil « . 274 os the 9th, of August, and had fine weather up 
have been arranged on the following basis,| Cornes & Co... wee eee veo 255» to the evening of the 11th, when it began to 
and will be put into force on and after the| Smith, Baket &Co... oo 203 assume a threatening appearance. Atlam. 
1st. of January of tho 14th. year of Meiji Lied ae ete ese he ae ” on Friday the wind increased, and the 
(1882). ee eee a - foretopsail was taken in. During the next 
(Signed). SANJO SANETOMI, Ziegler & Co. 2 few hours the gale gradually grew more 
Prime Minister. re Domi a violent, a high ha sre ” ee Te which 
A . J. Macpherson ” the ship labouw heavily. By am, & 
August 18, 14th. year of Meiji, 1881. W. Segal m8 Irorieabe wes blowing, the engines had to be 
Reovtartows yor Sronacs, &0., or Kenogure Ort, Geo. H. Allcock (ae agent) peaiiteant * ees slowed down, and the ship’s head put up to 
1.—Kerosene Oil is classified under two grades Ll] Grosser & CO. we ae vee nee vee a the sea. It Leonie to ae eae 
the first, ik that will flash ‘| Mollison, Fraser & Co... o 18 violence for the next eleven hours, & thic! 
high a except ot 8 fom. | Marcus wee ee ee ee WO rain, which obscured everything at 8 distance 


perature hig her than 120° Fabr., and the eecond, an 
oil hs ts at a lower temperature than 1207. 

2. lamps only the first grade may be used, 
while the secend may not be employed at all ex- | 
cept by physicians, chemists, druggists and en- 


of half the ship’s length, adding to the 
awfalness of the scene. The sea, which was 
fearfully high, swept the deck continually 
from every side, and had in not been for the 
ship's splendid qualities as o sea-boat, she 
must inevitably have gone to the bottom. 
During this period the port boat was carried 
away, taking the davits, which were 3 
inches thick, and everything else connec! 
with it. The foresail, which had been reefed 
before the gale had attained its utmost fury, 
was blown piece by piece out of its lashings. 
The bridge canvas was alvo blown away, and 
other damage done. Every room was washed 
out, and the Captain remarked that after the 
gale had moderated it reminded him strongly 
of aragfair, to see everyone collesting the 
scattered remnants of clothing which had 
been left. Just as the glass had began to 
rise a tremendous sea took her broadside, 
and knocked her almost on her beam ends ; 
the cargo shifted ; and when they endeavour- 
ed to get the ship cleared of water by means 
of the pumps, these, owing to the ashes from 
the fire and other matter getting into them, 
were choked up, and ultimately the fires 
were extinguished by the water. For some 
hours they lay at the mercy of the waves. 
At last steam was got up in the two weather 
boilers (the lee ones still being under water), 
and at nine o'clock at night they succeeded 
in getting the vessel round on the other tack, 
which enabled her to partially recover from 
the list. Under these two boilers she ran 
until noon of the 13th, wher the storm had 
subsided. During the height of the typhoon 
it was impossible for any one to move about 
the decks; the most auyone could do being 
to get under the lee of anything, and han 
on with all his strength to prevent the win 
or sea sweeping him away. The Chinese 
amahs and boys on board are to-day to offer 
up a sacrifice of fire crackers, &0., to express 
their thankfulness for their delivery from im- 
minent danger. Captain Wynn is of opinion 
that the typhoon exceeded in power any he 
had ever seen or heard of. We append the 
following readings of the barometer from 2 
p-m.on Thursday till 6 p.m. on the Friday :— 


2 pm. Bar. 29.64) 


3 a5, » 29.60 
no» 29.58 


four sections, namely + produoare of troleum, re- 
finers,. wholesalers, retailers. h of these 
must receive permission to deal in the material 
from their local authorities or from the Board of 
Police in Tokio. 

(Norsz :—' ita-must be taken out for 
eacky branch of the business, by dealers who intend 
to traffic in more than one of the classes enumerat- 


ed.) 
4.—The places selected for ing quantities of 
Kerosene, whether. by pote Abaaig Ss or whole- 
salers, and the warehouses, refineries, and places 
of wholesale, will all be subject to inspection by 
the local authorities concerned, or in Tokio, by the 
Board of Police. 

6 —Kerosene Oil of the second le may be 
sold direct to applicants by wholesalers only, while 
retail dealers are permitted to sell only oil of the 


SHANGHAI. 


(W.-C. Daily News.) 
During the month of July, 50 steamers, 29 


sailing vessels and four men-of-war entered 
the port of Amoy. 


grade. f 
‘OTE :—The time for all sales is between sunrise | 


sunset. ] 
6—When physicians, chemists, medicine dealers, 
or engineers buy second Kerosene Oil, they 
must supply the sellers with memoranda stating 
the quantities required and the purpose to which 
it has to be applied. Sellers should record in 
theis books the quantities sold, dates of gale, and 
names and addressed of buyers. They should also 
keep the memoranda on which they make their 
deliveries. 

(Nore :—This grade, of oil may not be sold to 


The Russian ganboat Morge, Commander 
Moltsoff, left on Saturday for Japan. 


The P. & O. Co.’s steamer Zambesi, which 
left on the 13th August, took the following 
silk :—For London, 308 bales ; Venice, 46 ; 
Milan, 20; Basle, 9; Bombay, 46; Penang, 
6; Singapore, 58; total, 488 bales; and 66, 
bales of waste silk for London; 6 bales ditto 
for Bombay. 


Tickets No. 6,777, 14,073 and 1,072, are 
telegraphed as having won the three largest 
riges in the August drawing of the Manila 

ttery. 


No oil, until it has been passed by authorized in- 
spectors, can be sold by either wholesalers or re. 
tailers. 

8.—The quantity of Kerosene kept on hand thus 
examined, must not exceed, in the case of whole- 
galers, five koku of the first grade oil, and five to 
of the seconds and, in the case of retailers three 
kokw of the grade. Buyers may not at.any 
one time have more than two koku of the first and 


9.—When. the oil is in transit from place ta 
lace; legible notice of ita nature and grade must be 
‘nacribed on the packages in which it is contained. 
[Nors:—The oil must not be left on the Hatoba 
or at the sides of the road any longer than is ab- 
solntely necessary for purposes of lading and dis- 


10n—Pereons violating these Regulations will be 
fined not less than two yen, and not more than two 
jhundred yen. 


(Shanghai Mercury.) 


No leas than three disabled sailing ves- 
sels have put into Shanghai to-day (16th 


Ce erent 


4 
SIEK SHIPPERS FROM YOKOHAMA instant), and as they are ‘all from northern |5 » 29.56! wind steady N.E.; 
ports we may judge that they have bad|6 5, » «29.58 ‘ BOY cg? 
FOR SBASON 1880-81. pretty rough weather on the northern |7 _» » 29.52 ees ecgarnaeegs a 
Bavier & Co. mee coast during the past few days. The German From 7 p.m. till NN W. ae TW 
Saber & Brennwald three-masted schooner Frederich from New- 2 am. the . fell Magen ones 
Sieber- Waser chwang to Amoy, has her mainmast and fore- ‘4 29.36 
6 


Mee ee & Co. fal Aver eons and hee of the foremast a.m, Bar. Gah 

Ibeene 4 : twisted; bulwarks washed away, and other ” ” 

Bett & Co. damage on deck. The ons barque Brl|/8 » 29.14 

feere At ooene & Co. Kénig, from Newchwang to Hongkong, has Noon, » —- 28.80 

SW. M, Strachan & Co. . ie her three topmasta gone, and mainmest head|5 pm, » 28.40 

China & Japan Trading Co... ... teisted, The British barque Omega, from|6 1» 28.70 wind veering to West 
H. Ludwig & Co. . Chefoo to Hongkong, has foremast gone. and South. 


ARRIVALS. 


Ang. 12, Jap. str. Suminoye-Maru, Frahm, 853, from 
West Coast, Mails and Geueral, to M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

“Ang. 18, Jap. utr. Wakanoura-Maru. Christensen, 
100 from Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. 8. 
S. Co, 

Ang. 18, Jap. barq. Awajishima-Maru, Creighton, 
G80. from Nagasaki, Coals, to M. B.S. 8. Co. 

Aug. 14, Jap. str. Kokonoye-Maru, Dithlefsen, 1,183, 
from Hakodate, Mails and General, to M. B. 8. 8. 


Ang. 14, Brit. str. Malacca, Weighell, 1,709, fiom 
Hongkong via Nagasaki, Mails aud General, to 
P. & O. Co. 

Aug. 14, Jap. barq. Kanagawa-Maru, Eockstrand, 
1,184, from Nagasaki, 9th inst., Coals, to M. B. Co. 

Aug. 16, Jap. str. Takasago-Maru, Young, 1,280, from 
Hongkong via Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. 
8. 8. Co. 

Aug. 15, Brit. str. Oceanic, Metcalfe, 3,700, from 
San Francisco, Mails and General, to O. & O.-Co. 
Ang. 15, Brit. str. Agamemnon, Wilding, 1,'95, from 

Kobe, General, to Butterfield & Swire. 

Aug. 16, Jap. str. Tokat-Maru, Hogg, 1,042, from 
Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. 8. S. Co. 

Aug. 16, Jap. str. Meiji-Maru, Peters, 1,910, from 
a Cruise, to Lighthouse Department. 

Ang. 16, Jap. str. Tamaura-Maru, Carrew, 558, from 
Hakodate, Mails and General, to M. B. 8. 8. Co. 
Ang. 18, Brit. str. Antonio, Seaborne, 1,213, from 
London vid Shanghai, General, to Smith, Baker 

& Co, 

Aug. 18, Am. ship Landseer, Knowles, 1,418, from 
Cardiff, April 14th, Coals, to P. Bohm. 

Ang. 18, Jap. str. Hiroshima-Maru. Haswell, 1,870, 
from Shanghai and ports, Mails und General, to 
M. B.S. 8. Co. 

Au. 18, Jap. str. Chishima-Maru, Walker, —, from 
Hakodate, Mails a:.d General, to M. B. 8. 8. Co. 
Anz, 20, Freh. str. Volga, Guirand, 1,602, from 

Alongkong, Mails and General, to M. M. Uo, 

Ang. 23, Jap. str. Akitsushima-Maru, Frahm, 1.146, 
from Hakodate, Mails and General,’to M. B. Co. 
Aug. 21, Brit. bark Santon, T. L. Rogers, 520, from 

Autwerp, April 17th, General, to A. Reimers & Co 

Ang. 22, H. M.S. Swift, Capt. Collins, 6-guns, 820 
tong, from Amoy, 8th inst. 

Ang. 28, Jap. str. Sumida-Maru, Hubenet, 896, from 
Hakodate, Mails and General, to M. B. S. 8. Co. 
Aug. 28, Jap. str. Wakanoura-Maru, Christensen, 

1,300, from Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 

Aug. 28, Brit. str. Carnarvonshwe, Patrick, 1,53), 
from London, June 26th, via Hongkong, 17th Aug., 
General, to Adamson, Rell & Co. 

Aug. 28, Jap. str. Tamaura-Maru, Carrew, 558, from 
Hakodate, Mails aud General, to M. B. 8. 8. Co. 
Aug. 24, Brit. atr. Gaelic, Kidley, 2,704, from Hong- 

kong, Maila and General, to O. & O. Co. 

Au. 24, Jap. str. Tokio-Maru, Swain, 2,119, from 
Shanghai and ports, Mails and General, to M. B. 
8. 8, Co. 


DEPARTURES. 


“Aug. 18, Am. str. City of Peking, Berry, 5,079, 
for San Francisco, Maile and Geueral, despatched 
by P.M. 8. S. Co. : 

Ang. 12, Brit. barq Mora, Bell, 619, for Hiogo, Gene- 
ral, de tohed by Ed. Whittall. 

Ang. 18, Sap. barq. Swmanoura-Maru, Spiegelthal, 
925, for Nagasaki, Ballast, despatched by M. B. 
8. 8, Co. 

Ang. 14, Frob. str. Mencaleh, Homery, 1,278, for 
Hongkong, Mails and General, despatched by M. 
M. Co. 

Aug. 14, Brit. barq. Woodbine, Steel, 261, for Bur. 
rard Inlet, Ballast, despatched by P. Bohm. 

Aug. 14, Brit. barg. Prospector, Anthony, 236, for 
Nagasaki, Ballast, despatched by P. Bohm. 

Aug. 14, Am. ship Benjamin 8ewall, Sewall, |,463, 
for Hakodate, Ballast, despatched by J. E, 
Collyer & Co. 

Aug. Ts Jop. str. Akiteushima- Maru Frahm, 1,116, 
for Hakodate, Mails and General, despatched by 
M. B. 8. S. Co. nope 

‘Ang. 16, Brit. str. Metapedia, Fowler, 1,450, for 
New York, Tea and General, despatched by 
Smith, Baker & Co. 

Aus. 16, Brit. etr. Oceanic, Metcalfe, 3,700, for 
Tlongkong, Mails aud General, despatched by 
0, & 0. Co. ae 

Ang. 17, Brit, atr. Agamemnon, Wilding, 1.595, tor 
New York via China ports, General, despatched 
by Butterfield & Swire. 
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Per Brit. atr. Agamemnon, from Kobe :—Mr. Voigt, 
Mrs. Cunningham and 2 children; and 150 Japa- 


nese. 

Per Jap. str. Genkai-Maru, for Shanghai and 
ports:—Mrs, Canningham and child, Mr. and Mrs. 
Watson, family and Earopean maid, Mrs, Hamilton, 
Mrs. Lawrence, Revd. J. L. Atkinson, Messrs. J, 
F. Twomley, L. Lichtenstein, Townsend, &. A. 
Potter and 28 Japanese in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Hiroshima-Maru, from Shanghai and 
ports:—Mr. and Mrs. MacGregor, Miss Devaux, 
Revd. J. Davison and child, Messrs. Spooner, Anjier, 
C. W. Sudor Davies, Ching yet Poh, Yong Ying Sing, 
Yong King Sing, and 15 Fapances in cabin ; and 2 
European, 5 Chinese and 691 Japanese in steerage. 

Ver Jap. str. Chishima-Maru, from Hakodate :— 
40 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Brit. atr. Malacca for Hongkong via Hiogo and 
Nagasaki :—Mr. P. Kempermann and servant, Mr. 
M. Mayeda and servant, Mr. Tong King Sing and 
servant, and Major Foster in cabin; 8 Ohinese 
and 2 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Froh. str. Volga, from Hongkong :—Mr. Kwai 
Chung in cabin. From Marseilles : Messrs. Sudsuki, 
Nishikawa, Sohmida, Cammell and J. E. Partington 
in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Akitsushima-Marw, from Hakodate :— 
Mr. J. A. Thomson, Dr. J. C. Cutter in cabin ; and 
60 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Jap. str. Takasago-Maru, for Hongkong via 
Kobe :—Mrs. Hamilton, Rev. L. A. Gulick, Messrs. 
Voigt, John Macgregor, Kleinwort, E. O. Kirby, B. 
Wagena, and 4 Japanese in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Sumida-Maru, from Hakodate :— 
Revd. Arthur O. Wright, M.A., (Chaplain H. M. 8. 
Comus) and Mr. Alfred B. Gutteridge (Engineer 
H. M.S. Encounter) in cabin; 1 English Marine and 
26 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Jap. str. Wakanowra-Maru, from Kobe:— 
Mr. Williams and 170 Japanese. 

Per Brit. str. Carnarvonshire, from London via 
Hongkong :—Capt. B. Connor. 

Per Jap. str. Tamawra-Maru, from Hakodate :— 
20 Japanese. 


Aug. 17, Jap. str. Genkai-Maru, Conner, 1,917, for 
Shanghai and ports, Mails and General, des- 
patched by M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

Aug. 18. Am. ship Paul Revere, Mullin, 1,789, for 
San Francisco, Tea and General, despatcbed by 
John Middleton. 

Aug: 18, Jap. str. Wakanoura-Maru, Christensen, 
1,300, for Kobe, Mails and General, despatched 
by M. B. 8.8. Co. 

Aug. 18, Jap. str. Kumamoto-Maru, Drummond, 
1,240, for Hakodate, Mails and General, des- 
patched by M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

Aug. 18, Jap. str. Tamaura-Maru, Carrew, 558, for 
Hakodate, Mails and General, despatched by M. 

. 8. 8. Co. 

Aug. 19, Ger. barg. Marie, —, 464, for Naga- 
saki. Ballast, despatched by Carl Rohde & Co. 

Aug 19, (Brit. barg. James Wilson, Holmes, 825, 
for Nagasaki, Ballast, despatched by H. Macarthur 


& Co. 

Aug. 20, Brit. str. Malacca, Weighell, 1,709, for 
Hongkong via Hiogo and Nagasaki, Mails and 
General, despatched by P. & O. Co. 

Aug. 20, Brit. str. Antonio, Seaborne, 1,213, for Kobe, 
General, despatched by Smith, Baker & Co. 

Aug. 20, Jap. str. Takasago-Maru, Young, 1,230, for 
Hongkong via Kobe, Mails and General, des- 
patched by M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

Aug. 20, Jap. barg. Kanagawa-Maru, Eckstrand, 
1,184, for Nagasaki, Ballast, despatched by M. B. 
S. 8. Co. 

Aug. 21, Jap. barq. Awajishima-Maru, Crieghton, 
860, fo Nagasaki, Ballast, despatched by M.B. 

Aug. 21, Jap str. Suminoye-Maru, Frahm, 853, for 
Samusawa, General, despatched by M. B. 8. S. Co. 

Aug. 23, Jap. str. Chishima-Maru, Walker, —, for 
Hakodate, General, despatched by M. B. 8. S. Co. 

Ang. 23, Brit. barq. Garstang, Yarnoll, 301, for 
Cebu, Ballast, despatched by Mollison, Fraser & 


Co, 

Aug. 24, Jup. str. Kokonoye-Maru, Dithlefsen, 1,138, 
for Hakodate, Mails and General, despatched by 
M. B. 8.8. Co. 

Aug. 24, Jap. str. Tswruga-Maru, Steadman, 661, 
for Robe, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. 
8. 8. Co. 


PASSENGERS. 


Per Rrit. str. Metapedia, from Kobe :—Messrs. 
Page, E. E. Bilbrough, and A. H. Crow in cabin ; 
and 100 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Am. str. City of Pekwng, for San Francisco :— 
Mr.and Mrs. Major, Mr. P. A. Ponomareff, Mra. 8. 
J. Holmes, Miss Dow, Mra. H. M. Perkins and 2 
children, Mr. O. H. Peabody, Mr. C. W. Stoehr, 
Mrs. Farmer and daughter, Mr. Arthar Hull Elwell, 
Chief-Eng. Farmer, v.s.n., Dr. and Mrs. Pfeiffer 
and 2 children, Mrs. Soltikoft, Captain and 


REPORTS. 


The British steamer Oceanic reports :—Left San 
Francisco July 23rd at 3.10 p.m. Fresh N.W. wiods 
and high sea for 48 hours; thence to this port 
moderate, and light Westerly winds and sea. July 
24th, at 10 a.m., passed 8. 8. City of Tokio, 160 
tiles West of San Francisco. 

The American ship Landseer reports :—Left Cardiff 
April lith. Had fine weather to the Equator which 
we crossed in 23 days out; fine weather eontinued 
up to Lat. 83 South, then had a hard gale from 
8.%.W., lost several sails, after that fine weather 
up to arrival at Anjer; from thence to this port 
light winds with the exception of one strong Easterly 
gale in Lat. 30 N. Long. 132 E. which lasted two 
days, lost lower fore-top-sail and split foressil. 
Had it calm several days from Rook Island light 
to the mouth of the Yedo Bay. Arrived 17th inst 
All well, 

The French steamer Volga reports :—Left Hong- 
kong 14th. inst., at daylight. On the 18th. inst. off 
Siwosaki at 4.80 p.m, t O. & 0.8. 8. Oceanic, 
and at 6.30 p.m. same day past O. 8. 8. Agamemnon 
both steering south. 

The British barque Santon reports :—Left Flash- 
ing Roads April 17th. Passed the Lizard 19th. 
Crossed the Equator May 12th. in 23.50 W. 
Meridian Cape of Good Hope June 8th. June 16th. 
Lat. 40.366 Long. 39.403 wind shifted suddenly from 
Weat to South lost main top gallant yard and several 
sails. Passed St. Pauls Island June 26th. July 
18th. sighted Java Heap. On the 1th. arrived at 
Anjer. 16th, sailed again. 20th. passed through 
Maooleefielt Channel, Gaspas Straits in company 
with British ship John RB. Worcester, from Cardiff to 
Shanghai. Ang. 4th. passed through Balingtang 
Channel ; thence to Oo-shima ced very light 
variable winds. Passed Rock Island at 6 p.m. 20th. 
Arrived at Yokohama at 2 p.m. 2)st, 124 days from 
Flushing, having sailed 17,052 milea or an average 
of 6t knots during the entire passage. 

The Japanese steamer Akitsushima-Maru reports : 
—tLeft Hakodate Aug. 18th. at4p.m. Aug. 19th. 
at 3 p.m. passed American ship Benjamin Seawall 
and 8. 8. Tamaura-Maru both going Northward 
abont 16 miles no:thward of Kinkasan. Arrived 
at Yokohama Aug. 20th. at 9 p.m. Fine weather 
throughont. 

The British steamer Gaelic :—Left Hong- 
kong at 8.45 p.m. on the 17th, August, rainy wea- 
ther in the China sea. Spoke the Oceanic at noon 
on the 20th. inst. Arrived at Yokohama on the 
24th. inst, at 6-e.m. 


Mrs. Lindholm, and 2 children, Mr. Jules Vidal, 
Miss Fischer, Mra. Stewart, Mr. C. T. Battelle, 
Mr. W. B. Griffith, Mr. J.T. Tate, Dr. and Mrs. 
Jessop in cabin; 16 Europeans and 805 Chinese in 


steerage. 

Per Frch. atr. Mensaleh, for Hongkong :—Mrs, 
Magograv, Messrs. E. Bernard, J. Pages, C. F. 
Martin, and P. Brown in cabin. 

Per Brit. str. Malacca, from Hongkong via Nega- 
saki : — Asst.-Commi: -General March, Captain 
Mockler (+3 Regt.), Monsieur Cottean; and 2 Chi- 
nese in st-erage. 

Fer Jap. str. Kokonoye-Maru, from Hakodate :— 
Miss Vaile, Mr. D. MoKenzie, Revd. J. Druper, 
Revd. G. Daviesdn ; and 100 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Jap. str. Tokasago-Maru, from Hongkong via 
Kobe :—Dr. E. Tiegee, Mesars. J. J. Enslie, E. CO. 
Kirby, Short, E. F. Fenillasa, W. D. Townsend, and 
7 Japanese in cabin ; and 290 Japanese, 14 Chinese 
in steerage. 

Per Brit. str. Metapedia, for New York :—Mr. E. 
B. Bilbrough. 

Per Brit. str. Oceanic, from San Francisco :—Rev. 
H. H. Loomis and family, Messrs. Gisabro Tanabe, 
J. F. Twombly, Geo. H. Alloock, Bishop Bowman, 
and Miss White in cabio; and 6 Europeans in steerage. 
For Hongkong: Miss May Clark, Miss Violet Elwood, 
Mr. Herbert F. Dent, Mrs. Annie Turner, and 
Mr. C. Koopmanschafe in cabin; and 126 Chinese 
in steeraxe. 

Per Jap. str. Tokio-Maru, from Shanghai and 
ports:—Mr. and Mrs. Livingston and infant, Dr. 
Von Roretz, Messrs. F. 5. Jacobs, G. Bayfield, O. 
Smith, J. King, and 2 Japanese in cabin; and 2 Eu. 
ropeans, 2 Chinese and 164 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Brit. atr. Gaelic, from Hongkong :—Gen. T. 
B. Van Buren (U. 8. Consul General), and Mr. F. 
D. Palmer in cabin; and 6 in steerage. For San 

| Francisoo: Capt. Horatio Nelson in cabin ; and 286 
! Obinese in steerage, 
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COMMERCIAL CIRCULAR. 


Yoxonama, Avcusr 26TH, 1881. 


Showing Duties payable, Prices realised, Quotations, and Estimated Sales of Goods in Yokohama, for the period of 14 days from 
10th August 1881, to the 23rd August 1881, inclusive, 


IMPoOoRTS. 


The business of the past lourteen days has been been tH similar extent to that of the preceding period. Yarn shows a alight advance for medium 
and pevieniind ualities; and Looe vies have cargo to arrive. An advance is also doticeable in 9lbs. Shirtings. With these exceptions 
ow no change, the import market generally being quiet. 


SP wien! Rigen a 3,008 Bales 8,010 Bales for the period j making a total for the ear to date of 43,109 Bales— 
vis.: 25,108 Bales 16/24; 8,052 Bales 28/82; 1,882 Bales 88/48; 1,680 Bales doubled, and O0 5,898 5 Bales Indian qualities. ;, 


SUGAR :—White has advanced ten to twenty cents. Brown is a shade weaker, stocks being rather heavy. 
KEROSENE :—No sales: nominal. The effect of Government “test” notification has been to paralyze the market. 
188 Ibs. = 1 Picul. 100 Dollars Mexican = 811 Silver Boos. 


DUTY PAID. 


palate ocinad ESTIMATED SALES. 


PRICES AT WHICH 
MEXICAN DOLLARS. SALES HAVE BEEN 
MADE. 


NOMINAL 
QUOTATIONS. (From 10th August to 28rd August.) 


COTTON PIECE GOODS. 


Drills, American, 40 yds. 80in. 14lbs...  ... «| 0.0241 Y 10 yds. |g 2.55 @ 3.50 — pieces. 

Printe, assorted, 24 , 30,, one on oe on 0.0241 5, 55 1 1.00 @ 2.75 1,000 a 
Satins (cotton) eee see an » 0.113 @ 0.13 —_ ” 
, Grey, 38} yds. oo 1.40 @ 1.90 -—_ ” 

si » «88h, 93: ae 1.75 @ 2.38 1,000 ” : 

” » 88 , » 2.12 @ 2.70 22,100 a i 
89, on » » ——- ” 
T. Cloth, 82 in. 6 Ibe. . ae 1.20 @ 1.50 — ” 
7 os ae 1.65 @ 1.75 _ ” 
Tarkey Reds, 2% yds.80in. ib... spay — » 

ras 2%, 80, 2 » @2blb. Ae » » -— 4,200 ” ‘ 

» oo” % , 80,, 2 ,, eos on 0.2041 , » 1.65 @ 2.00 __ » 

” ” 2 ,, 80 —-@3 lbs. oe on won 1.60 @ 2.20 —— ” 
Velvets (black) 85 ,, 23,, one aes ae 0.0643 4, 5, 7.00 @ 8.70 810 ES 
Victoria Lawns, 12 ,, 42 ,, oe on oy on 0.0821 ,, 55 0.60 @ 0.80 4,600 ” 
Cotton Italians, 85 ,, 82,, .. oo oy ae 0.0648 4, 55 0.10 @ 0.15 1,200 ” 

COTION YARN. 
Nos. 16 @ 24 reversed... eee te te 50s ballea 
16@ % ep tie GEe Sa i ‘ Ss 2,095 se 
28 ate ow ee oe an 150 ” 
38 g 60 » 
83 dor 85 ” 
50 » 
1.6077 Y pical. —_—_— a 
Lr arenes ” 
” 
» 
25 ” 
214 » 
uy ree ee ee 284 ” 
WOOLLENS AND MIX'1'URES. 
Alpaca, 40 yds. 82 in... ae ove fees one one 0.0965 Y 10 yds. — 
Blankets, assorted aie nO AGE NO ce ae ane 1.0077 @ picul, —_ 
a is . (70 scar] green propn. ... . picul. — 
* » 5 lbs. Gack ove ae ae ow —— 
Cloth, all wool, 54 @64lbe. .. 4. weve | 0.0965 M10 yds. 0.80 @ 1.50 ae 
>> Pilots, - 54@64s, 0 suet ae 0.80 @ 0.60 — 
»» Presidents, 54 @ 64 ;, ar uae sce pes 0.8915 under 85 in. to] 0.60 @ 0.70 —_—_— 
>» Union,  64@56,, mae thee ‘ 0.4019 exceeding 56 in. 0.85 @ 0.60 — 
Italian Cloth, 82 in.. Sse io width 10 yds. 0.25 @ 0.40 — 
Mouseelines bed Laine (pains stripes), yy yds. 8 a aia tis 0, 09659 10 yds. 0.164 @ 0.194 6,000 
2” ” un os ay) 0.25 @ 0.40 — 
SUGAR. 
White, Jimpah, No.1 ae oo ‘ 
2 icnibpab, » 8 ow pene Ey A 
>»  Kokfah, ,, 8 “i 0.8215 Y picul. Secon 9,000 piculs Stock. 
»  Kungfon, ,, 4 is area 
peel ee agro aes 88,000 piculs new Stook. 
_-_— pf 
Brown, Formosa, bags ee ase ee oes old | 0.1286 ,, ,, aa 83, ie a 
METALS &. 
Iron, Flat and Round ane ove red 0.0965 F picul. $2.50 eee 
2» Assorted Nail-rods, (assorted) wee oe on 0.0965 5, » _ 2.30 2.50 
x2 Pig ose one ate tees ae owe | L088S yy, —_—— 1.40 g 1.60 
Lead, Pig... ie oo : 0.2572 5, 5 _—_— 5.80 6.00 
Quicksilver os ey Pals eer) AOnOR 8S _—_— 
Steel, Swedish ase! Sates Tangs soe 08 0.1980 4, 5» _- 8.80 4.55 
Tin Plates... ane oe oo C 0.2251 Y 120 Tbs. 480 5.00 
Kerosene Oil ... nee on a 5°], ad valorem. 1.90 1.95 Stocks 190,000 cages. 
Raw . . oo ate oe = ane | 0.4019 Y picul. 10.00 @ 15.00 
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STAPLE BDXPORTS. 


SILK.—Since our last issue dated 11th, inst., demand has been fairly setive, seeulting in settlements to the extent of 490 bales. Arrivals have 
‘been on a free scale, and stock of all kinds now amounts to about Syn Peiehen Holders have shown great firmness and have succeeded, in gradually 
eas an advance of $10 to $20, the tendency being to 

esa baokare repert that their new trade regula’ Sc urene silk are to be mt in foree from the lst, proximo. As no mutual 
underrianding has boea come f between sellers and foreign baere ea the vtioot, it is antici that they will not act smoothly. 


Toran &xProkTr rRom lst Juuy ro Dares. 1880-81. 1881-88 
London .. ue tee nee teen wee nae ee weet 617 Bales. 618 Bales. . 
France and Italy ae ee ‘eee ace See ee ns se ont 623 ~=Cs, 1,006 ,, 
United States 2.0. usenet ae tas za hte 812 ,, 267 

— —_— 
2,051 Bates. 1,889 Bales. 


' . $EA.—Oar Market shews but slight aiterstion © on the state of affairs reported in last issue, during the interval a moderate buginegs. been 
done amount in all to some piculs 8,600, and prices shew no marked fluctuation, holders of gradeq from Gead Medium dewnwards bring i 


ogling wai the better grades are more acu and only dealt out sparingly on the market. 
= ttlements for season to date amount in round Ny 


Settled in Yokohama 0. ou, os, ose sae tae cee tee ee tee tee nee nee oe pitas 110,000 
Against a Total same date for both ports of 0... see ase cee nee vue eve eve Piculs 195,000 
Concerning Stocks up country it is impopaible to obtain reliable information, asccounts being so conflicting ; but it seems possible that quite 
as Jorge a quantity as was shipped last season van bo sent this yearif the American damand warrante itt a 
DESCRIPTION. PRICES PER PICUL. REMARKS. 

SILK :— 
Mayebashi; 14 @ 2 Hapks ... « . $615 to — per picul. 

” a aes ase ‘ace. eee aes ‘ive 690 to 600 ie 

aes ies cae pee a ees saan wicoee Stee 870 to 680 ‘a 

o 8 and lower... wee ses ‘tee wee ata 520 to 540 ‘x 
Kakedas ; Good vee, bay on wee aes eee eee 680 to 650, ey 
Filatures; Best Ge Adeee Rant | ais Pe ln Oe 700 to 720, = 

Good Leow ode Bit atbe det ws Ne 680 to 690, 

Hamateki os a cas es) een ee aoe -to— 1a 
Sendai and Osbia ae toe oo tee oo . — to — “n 
TEA :— 
Common... ove one on ove aoe ose sie =} $11.00 and under. 
Good Common ... on re oe eee ase ere tee $12.00 to $14.00 
Medium ... oe one tee on ese ae oy i $16.00 to $20.00 ‘ . 
Good Medium... “a as oes one one aoe $21.00 to $24.00 Grades from Good Medium downward close weak. 
Fine ma ee one oo on wee ase aoe on $26.00 to $30.00 
Finest... oe oe oe oe a eee ane ate $31.00 to $34.00 
Choice ... tas! kth see dae ee ‘ies an ae $36.00 and upwards. 


EXCHANGE. 


Business in exchange, during the fortnight, has been very limited and rates, in consequence, have fluctuated onl; little, closing a farthing 
higher than last mail. Latest quotation of silver, 61%. sd fas ay 7: 


On Loxpox.—Bank 


On Honexona.—Bank.. 


» ” do. <> Private 
” ” Credits 1» SAN ‘Francisco. —Bai 
> » do. " Private 
»  Pabis.—Bank. ia New "York. — Bank 

Credit 7 * Priva‘ 
vs SHANGHAI.—Bank : 


” » Private 
Sa. 
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THE new Japanese penal code comes into 
operation in January next. Whilst showing 
manifest signs that the country is anxious to 
emerge from the almost impenetrable gloomn— 
the gloom of error and superstition—in 
which it has been enveloped for centuries 
there is still room for progress. Japan is 
not yet prepared to appreciate all the ad- 
vantages to be derived from Western civiliza- 
tion. 


TuE new kerosine regulations, to which we 
referred in our last issue, have been hotly 
discussed by both the vernacular and the 
foreign press. The most ridiculous and the 
most annoying part of the business is that, 
of all people in the world, the police are to be 
entrusted with the duty of testing the flash- 
ing and burning qualities of the oil! Pro- 
bably they have as much notion of how to do 
it as they have of solving the integral calculus. 
Moreover, what guarantee have we of their 
honesty P Sir Robert Walpole used to sa: 
that every man had his price. Their paltry 
pay, takon in conjunction with recent depre- 
dations evidently connived at, leads one to 
suppose that the Japanese police have theirs. 
A few yen judiciously disposed would go 
far towards ensuring the passing of inferior 
oil. 

Tue silk trade is always a “ burning ques- 
tion” amongst the Japanese; they are ever 
on the alert lest the odious foreigner shall 
prove “one too many for them.” The latest 
“new departure” in the business is the 
establishment of a Union Silk Depot Com- 
pany. The rales and regulations which have 
been published show a terrible earnestness 
amongst ite promoters. European traders in 
silk had better look out or they will find 
that it is a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of—the Union Silk Depét Company. 

Cuotsza has again made its appearance in 
Japan and singular to say, it has broken out 
in Kagoshima, the very same place in which 
the first cases oocured in 1877 when it made 
sad havoo through the land. The epidemic 
is said to be spreading rapidly; but it is 
hoped that, by a due regard to sanitary, 


7 \hangs fire. 


'Y| favor by the people of Japan. 


precautions, this settlement may continue to 
enjoy its wonted immunity from infection. 


“Tei, it not in Gath; proclaim it not in 
the streets of Ascalon” that a foreign news- 
paper published in this Ultima Thule of civi- 
lization hath been subsidized by the Japanese 
government! An ugly rumonr is afloat that: 
a certain department subscribes for three 
hundred copies of one of the three English 
journals published in Yokohama. Both the 


7 Japan Qasette and the Japan Herald have 


most emphatically denied the statoment as 
regards themselves; but the Japan Mail 
It admits that the foreign 
department subscribes for a large number of 
copies, how many be does not say, except 
that it is not three hundred. The proprietor 
reproduces a letter addressed by himself: to 
H. E. the Vice-Minister for foreign affairs, 
acknowledging the subscription but assert- 
ing his independence as far as criticism 
is concerned. It is a significant fact that 
the present editor and proprietor was, until 
very recently, in the employ of the Japanese 
government, and that since he has held the 
editorial chair, the paper has been decidedly 
pro-Japanese in its utterances, and has sted- 
fastly supported the very mvasures the go- 
vernment have most at heart. 


Tue public meeting receutly held at Tokio, 
has a strong significance. It not only 
marks the strong feeling of indignation 
which has been excited by the Kaitakushi 
job, but it affords strong evidence of a 
growing determination on the part of the 
people to freely criticise the acts of their 
rulers and not to take everything on trust. 


ParER currency is regarded with especial 
[t no doubt 
possesses many advantages, but immunity 
from fraud is not one of them. Counterfeit 
notes are very plentiful in Osaka, where, as 
many as fifty or sixty a day have lately been 
detected. Many have also been circulated in 
Tokio but, in spite of extra precaution and 
vigilance, the source or sources, from whence 
they emanate, have not yet been discovered. 


Tux rice crops in one district are reported 
as being extraordinarily good. A vernacular 
contemporary, with an amount of pathos that 
would touch the heart of Sir Wilfred Law- 
son, expresses sad trouble of mind lest a 
large proportion of the grain shall be used 
for brewing pa’ . 

Ruwmovss of war between China and Japan 
are still afloat, and there is some talk of an 
embassy being sent to Pekirg to effect a 
solution of the difficulty which exists between 
the two countries. 

Taw hull of the U.S.8. Oneida, which ship 
was ran down by the P. & 0. 8. 8. Bombay 
off the Saratoga Spit on 24th. Jan. 1870, 
was blown up with dynamite on Sunday the 
4th. inst, by an enterprising Japanese, acting 
under orders of) the government. 
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Heading Hrticles. 


THE NEW JAPANESE PENAL CODE. 


N the present article it is not our inten- 
tion to criticise either the Penal Code 
or the Code of Criminal Procedure which 
were promulgated by the Prime Minister in 
the antumn of last year. It is well known 
that these were drawn up by a distingnished 
French legist, on the model of the Code 
Napoleon, the peculiar customs and ancient 
laws of Japan being incorporated so far 
as the spirit of modern legislation would 
glare in another occasion we may exnmine 
ow this has been done; at present we will 
confine ourselves to some striking points in 
the code. It consists of 430 clauses divided 
into four books. The first relates to general 
provisions; the second to crimes and mis- 
demeanors against the public; the third to 
crimes and misdemeanors agaiust the persons 
and property of individuals, and the fourth 
to petty or police offences. The provisions 
of the code are not stated to be applicable to 
rsons liable to military or naval tribunals ; 
In other words, soldiers and sailors can only 
be tried before their own courta, even for 
offences other than military. This with- 
drawal of these classes of subjects from the 
operation of ordinary law is, we believe, 
unusual, and we think impolitic. It fosters 
a spirit of opposition and antagoniam be- 
tween them and the people: the military class 
are at all timea disposed to regard them- 
selves as a casie — “slaw unto them- 
selves”; and their liability, as in England, 
to the usual courts for all except military 
offences is, we think, excellent both in 
principle and practice, The chief punish. 
ments are death, hard labour for life, or for 
@ term of years, transportation for life or for 
a term of years, confinement, fines, depriva- 
tion of civil. rights, and police supervision. 
It is provided in clause 12 that death shall 
be by hanging in the interior of a prison, and 
that the body shall be given up to the rela- 
tives on their promise to bury it without 
any public ceremony. It would thus seem 
that decapitation will be abolished. This 
also is a change of doubtful advantage. 
The painfol scenes so often enacted on 
a gallows can rarely take place when de- 
capitation is resorted to, and we have 
always thought the Japanese method of 
decapitation one of the most rapid, de- 
corous, and mercifal modes of execution 
that could be invented. Transportation, it is 
explained, will take place to some island, 
where the prisoners will be detained without 
undergoing bard labour. Deprivation of 
civil rights, whether tem rary or por- 
manent, entails the loss of al? rights reserved 
to Japanese subjects, of all offices under 
government, of every persion, national deoe- 
ration or title, ineapacity to serve im 
or navy, to bear witnesa m a court of 
justice, to be a teacher or guardian of youth, 
or to hold office in any society or corporation. 
After three-fourths of any term of punish- 
ment have expired; a prisoner who has: been 
of good conduct, and shown. proofs of amend- 
ment, may be set at liberty by an act of the 
administration. Twelve years of age is the 
limit at which responsibility for crime com- 
menoces; bat special discretion is left to the 
judge as to the treatment of juvenile erimi- 
nals between twelve and sixteen. Between 
sixteen and twenty the punishment for ormes 
or misdemeanors is to be reduced one degree. 


We sre glad to notice in this section on 
crimes the total absence of any distinction of 
clase in the panishmente. Justice became a 
byword when an individual, simply because 
he was a samurai or of other privileged 
rank could escape merited punishment by 
the payment of a small nominal fine; while 
another person not belenging to the favonred 
caste, for precisely the same offence, under- 
went a lengthened term of imprisonment. 
The present code shows no respect for per- 
sous in the matter of pnaishment, and this 
in itself is a very long stride in the right 
direction. 3 

In the book on crimes against the public 
we find that any crime or attempt against 
the person of the emperor, empress, or 
crown prince is punishable with death. The 
panishment awarded for violence or menaces 
to public officers in the discharge of their 
duties do not seem to us by any means 60 
severe as might be expected in a burean- 
cratic country like Japan; but clause 141 
which orders that insalt or annoyance to an 
official in discharge of his duty, by gestures 
or words, whether it be by the press or by 
speeches not in the presence of the officer 
himeelf, shall be punished by fine or impri- 
sonment, is capable of a very wide extension 
which it will doubtless receive from judges 
who are themselves only so many officials of 
certain grades. 

We must confess, on looking over the in- 
dex to the volume, to have turned with con- 
siderable curiosity to the paragraphs relating 
to false witnese—perjury it can hardly be 
called inasmach as there is no oath adminis- 
tered. Past experience had led us to form 
the opinion that Japanese witnesses were not 
very trustworthy, that they looked rather to 


the proper dovetailing their facts into a 
plausible narrative, than to the precise 
accuracy of the facts themeelves. It was 


known that they bad none of the solemn 
sanctions imposed by an oath or affirmation, 
strengthened by a witness's knowledge that 
the punishment for perjury would be very 
severe. Nor were we aware of any decree 
authorising punishment for false witness in 
civil or criminal cases, except the defendant 
were convicted in the latter by such false 
witness, when, by the operation of a kind of 
lez talionts, the perjarer, if wo may so call 
him, received the punishment awarded to the 
crime of which he had falsely accused the 
other. In the present code we find that any 
one bearing false witness, knowingly and 
wilfully, in favour of another, either by 
denying facts that are true, or affirming 
falsely, shall be punished according to the 
nature of the offence with which that person 
is charged by imprisonment with hard labour 
for not leas than twa months or more than 
two years, and a fine of from two to forty 
yen. This is to be increased one degree if the 
aceused has, by means of such false evidence 
avoided the punishment to which he was 
jratly subj When the evidence is against 
an a the wituess is liable to imprison- 


ment for a period not exceeding five years. 
| It is further provided that if a prisoner is 


condenmed, on account of false evidence, to 


[a punishment which he has undergone 


before bis innocence has been discovered, 
and which is end than the es oe 
for perjary, then the perjarer shall undergo 
the Ld pt or acters its victim. Death 
is the punishment for any witness who has 
falsely ‘sworn away the life’ of another. 
However just this last may seem, the inftic- 
tion of capital punishment in such cases does 
not rest.an # sound foundation. ‘“ The mere 
attempt to destroy life by other means not 


being capital,” very justly remarks SreraEn 
in bis Commenta on the laws of England, 
“there is no reason that an attempt by per- 
jory should be so; and therefore it seems, 
except perhaps in the instance of deliberate 
murder by porjary, very properly punished 
by our present law; which has ado} the 
opinion of CrceRo derived from the law of 
the Twelve Tables, perjurii pana divina 
exitium, humana dedecus!” Another reason 
why the extreme punishment shonld not be 
inflicted in such cases is the danger of de- 
terring witnesses from giving evidence in 
itat cases at all. The risk is too great. By 
article 223, any one bearing false witness in 
civil matters shall be punished by imprison- 
ment with bard labour from one month to 
one year, and to a fine of from five to fifty 
yen. This last provision will be very welcome 
to foreigners having cases in native courte. 
They now know the punishment attaching to 
false statements made in a court of justice, 
and it will be some comfort to them to know 
that they can always pursue a false witness. 

In connection with some questions raised 
in a recent cause céelébre, which, thanks to 
the energy with which it was conducted, 
is fall of instruction for foreigners, we 
may notice the absence of any provision 
in the code for punishing recalcitrant wit- 
nesses, or for what is known in English and 
American courts as “contempt of court.” 
It is possible, however, that some provision 
may be found in the code of criminal pro- 
cedare, which we shall examine shortly. 

When we remember the effects said to be 
produced by the consumption of opiam in 
China and Burmah, as well as the strenuoas 
efforta which the Japanese government have 
made to keep the drag ont of this country, 
we can hardly be surprised that the punish- 
ments for introducing it into Japan or con- 
suming it are very severe. It is provided that 
any one ving opium for smoking, or sale, 
shall beeondemned toimprisonment with hard 
laboor for long periods; and that punishments 
under this heed shall be increased one degree 
for custom-honse officers corraptly admitting 
opium, or instruments for preparing or con- 
suming it. Smoking of opium is punishable 
by imprisonment with hard labour for from 
two to three years. Every friend to Japan 
would lament the g among any portion 
of ita people of the demoralizing habit of 
opium smoking, and therefore we think the 
government wise in attaching very heavy 
penalties to any endeavour to introduce the 
drag. 

A shots time since we referred in a note to 
medical practitioners in this country ; we now 
find that a fine of from ten to a hundred yen 
is to be imposed on any one practising as a 
physician or surgeon without obtaining the 
permission required by law, and that any 
injury caused’ to a patient by any one prac- 
tising illicitly is to be punished in the same 
manner as if these injuries had been caused 
during an assault. e are pteased to notice 
@ provision orderieg acte against public 
decency to be punishable. by a fine, as well as 
the act. of exposing or selling indecent or 
obsame. books and. pictures. We now come 
to @ seotion. which will be read with much 


interest by. foreigners vis.: that dealing with 


offenses against the freedom of trade or of 
industrial or agricultural labour. Article 267 
orders.imprisonment from one to six months 
with a fine of three to thirty yen for attempts 
to obstruct the sale of rice or other food pro- 
dacts; and imprisonment with hard labour 
for fifteem days to three months with a 
‘corresponding fine for atter by force or 
conspiracy to-interfere with the freedom of 
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sales by public auction. We invite the 
especial attention of our local auctioneers to 
this Inst provision ; in these colamns we have 
frequently referred to the hardship and loss 
which they euffer from illegal combinations 
amongst purchasers; now they would seem 
to have the remedy in their own hands. 
Combinations amongst workmen in order to 
raise their wages by compelling other work- 
men to cease—“ rattening ” as it is known in 
England—is also punishable by fine and im- 
prisonment. 


Tyranny or other’ illegal conduct towards 
private persons by public officers is also 
severely punished. The acceptance of bribes 
by public functionaries subjects them to 
eee servitude for a year and a fine of forty 
yen, while in the case of a judge the punish- 
ment is doubled, and farther increased one 
degree if an illegal decision is given in con- 
sequence of bribery. Endeavouring to pro- 
duce abortion, or inciting to that offence, is 
punishable by imprisoment with hard labour 
up to five years. We find adultery also made 
& penal offence on the part of women, while 
bigamy is punished with two years penal 
servitude. 

The clauses referring to bankruptcy are of 
touch importance to all foreigners having 
dealings with Japanese. Hitherto we have 
been made only too painfully aware of the 
deficiencies of the law of bankruptcy in this 
country. Just claims against men known to 
be not only solvent, but rich, have been 
successfully prosecuted by foreign plaintiffs 
throngh all three courts, not, it is true, 
without long and noone delays, 
and after much money has been spent and 
time lost, the unfortunate claimant receives 
a communication from his consul to say that 
the defendant has been made a bankrupt, 
and his assets sold, realising a few yen. A 
list of these assets is generally appended, 
and comprises a few mats and blankets, an 
oil lamp, a hibachi, a few pots and kettles, 
and a chest of drawers. The creditor bas the 
satisfaction of receiving a few sen dividend 
on a claim involving thousands of dollars, and 
considerable expense in following it. The 
new law orders that imprisonment with hard 
labour for four years, at the most, shall be 
the punishment of any one who, on becoming 
bankrupt, shall have made away with, or 
hidden, a portion of his assets, or who, at 
the same time, shall have made false state- 
ments respecting his liabilities. The same 

anishment, diminished one d , shall be 
inflicted on any one aiding and abetting the 
bankrapt in committing this cffence. Sup- 
pression or alteration of account books by a 
bankrupt, or the payment of one creditor to 
the detriment of the others are punishable by 
imprisonment with hard labour for two years. 


We have not left ourselves space to refer 
at length to the fourth book dealing with 
police offences. They are of the description 
which any one acquainted with Japanese 
police regulations would expect—somewhat 
maltitudinons in detail ; but the punishments 
are all very light. 

Withont attempting now to decide finally 
on the constrnction and method of this code, 
we may say that it is far in advance of any 
similar enactment ever before made in Japan. 
The object of ite framers is clearly to bring 
the penal laws of Japan into as close accord 
ns possible with modern legal principles 
For this they must get all credit, and to this 
extent the government are certainly entitled. 
to every praise for the code, to some of the 
salient points of which we have here en- 
deavoured to attract attention.—Aug. 27. 


THE IMPORTS OF JAPAN. 
VERY rt drawn up by Consul- 

General Van Bonen on affairs in Ja- 
pan, is marked by all those qualities which 
tender such documents valuable. In the 
first place, the writer confines himself to the 
subject ; he is never diffuse nor prolix : in the 
second phos. his commentaries are eminently 
reasonable and fair; and, finally, a vein of 
strong common sense is visible in all his 
works. A report on “ The Imports of Japan ” 
recently presented by him to the department 
of state, possesses these qualities in an emi- 
nent degree, and we have much pleasure in 
reproducing it, omitting, for want of 
space, and as familiar to all those in- 
terested in these matters, the statistics 
of imports from all countries, the United 
States excepted. These statistics are taken 
from the customs official returns, and cannot 
be always relied upon as strictly correct. The 
want of more accurate trade returns is very 
much felt. Those prepared by the customs 
for the year terminating June 30th, are sup- 
plemented by retarns prepared by H. B. M. 
consuls, for the year ending December 31st. 
Both returns are supposed to be made up 
from the same bases, yet considerable dis- 
crepancies are observable. Thus for the year 
ending December 31, 1878, of the consular 
returns, and the two half years June 30th 
and December 31st, 1878, of the customs, the 
totals show the following marked differences, 
important in relation to the extent of the 
trade, but doubly so when the slow growth 
of Japanese commerce renders accnracy 
in the preparation of statistics indispensable 
to a correct understanding of the position. 


1878. 
Imports. Exports. Total. 
Consular...... $33,884,393 $26,259,419 $59,598,811 
Customs ...... 82,563,868 25,524,570 58,088,483 
Differences...§ 770,529 $ 734,849 $ 1,505,378 


The figures in either case are, therefore, 
approximate merely. 

Consul-General Van Buren’s remarks on 
the import of yarn are to the point. The 
quality of yarn Japan requires can be sup- 
plied from Great Britain and British India at 
prices with which at present United States 
manufacturers are not in a position to 
compete. As we pointed ont in reply to 
Colonel Dicxmsoy, the import of Ameri- 
can yarn into Japan is purely a question 
of whether it will pay or not. To-day 
the best water twist, number 28-32, is 
worth $35.75 per picul. From this mast be 
deducted the storage charges, duty, fire 
insarance, merchant's commission, &. ag- 
gregating, at the lowest, nine per cent.; and 
the net sam may be remitted either in 
sterling drafts at 3s. 9d., 4 months sight, or 
893 on demand on New York for U. S. gold. 
American yarn manufacturers may make 
conclusive calculations on these strictly cor- 
rect figures. 

Cotton fabrics used in Japan are chiefly of 
the commonest kind, grey shirting being the 
principal article. It is this material about 
which so many complaints have been made re- 

rding its adulteration, and Consal-General 

‘an Buren is one of the very few officials 
who have dealt with this matter in a pro- 
per light. The essentially common material 
known as grey shirting is used only by the 
poorest classes in both China and Japan ; and 
in this country its import is decreasing. The 
sizing or “ filling” with which this material 
is adulterated, gives to a thin fabric a weight, 
solidity, and warmth, without detracting from 
the appearance of the cloth, which could not 


be obtained at less than double the cost if 
only cotton wore used. Consumers know 
this very well; and they are quite content 
with the material as it is, and at ita present 
range of prices. American manufacturers 
will find that if they offer a cotton cloth of 
the same size and weight, composed of 
pure cotton, that is without the stiffening 
filling, at the same price as the ordinary 
Manchester grey sbirting, they will still be 
at a disadvantage with regard to ready sale, 
while the ooet of their goods compared with 
the other, must entail heavy losses. The 
cotton shirting Japan requires is of an inferior 
class; the favourite size and weight being 
38} yards long and 45 inches wide, weigh- 
ing 9 lbs., which can be sold at from $2.10 
to $2.75 per piece. These particalars are 
sufficient to determine the American mannu- 
faoturer whether the trade offers sufficient 
inducement or otherwise; but we very strongly 
endorse General Van Buxen’s suggestion that 
it will be well to consider whether goods speci- 
ally made to meet the peculiar requirements 
of this market, and of China also, will pay 
-American manufacturers in the end. One 
thing eminently requisite for them to acknow- 
ledge is, that the adulteration ory is decep- 
tive. The so-called adulterated goods are 
preferred by people who thoroughly un- 
derstand what they are; and while it is 
questionable whether. pure cotton shirtings 
would displace them at the same price, it is 
certain they would have no chance at prices 
remunerative to the shipper. 

The same reasoning applies to white shirt- 
ing, although these goods are nsually of 
superior quality to other cotton fabrics. The 
gross import, however, is not one-thirtieth 
that of grey shirtings, and as the demand 
fluctuates without any sign of permanent 
increase the question is not worth the trouble 
of discussion. 

The articles referred to by the Consul- 
General as articles in which the United 
States could and should do a larger trade, 
are in but limited demand. The United 
States is n protected country, and we have 
undeniable evidence before us tliat no pro- 
tected manafactarer can compete with a free 
manafacturer. Of this fact the Japnnese had 
a practical illustration when the managers of 
the Sapporo railway made the mistake of 
Escenas: English rails in bond in New 

ork, and transhipping them thence to Yezo. 
This was a serious error; for Japanese now 
urge, in reply to those who recommend Ame- 
ricac prodacts, that they can get these things 
cheaper in other countries, as is proved 
by the fact that when an American engineer 
builds a railway for us he bays the rails in 
England ; thereby setting os an example we 
shall not be slow to imitate. The anweloome 
truth will some day strike home that Ameri- 
cans, with all the ability, energy, enterprise, 
and capital to take the lead in the commerce 
of the world, must be content to limit her 
operations to the sale of raw material; of 
produce upon which free trade countries can 
utilize their spare labour; and that so long 
as native manufacturers have to be nursed, 
and protected by heavy inport tariffs from 
external competition, the — of manufac. 
tured goods becomes a manifest impossibility. 

There is one item to which some atten- 
tion should be paid. If the customs retarus 
be referred to “implements and tools ” stand 
for only $2,733, included among the exports 
from the United States. fo «country 
in the world can prodace such per- 
fect agricultural implements as the States, 
and so cheaply, when the perfection of quali- 
ty is considered. This is an agricultural 
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country almost devoid of all Iabonr-saving] place among civilized.nations is shown by an 
implements ; and the introduction of some of {evidently earnest and creditable attempt to 
the simpler and more immediately useful] codify the civil and penal laws. The records 
would be a vast benefit to the mass of the| of the country afforded no besis for this work, 
people, and, in course of time, would branch|and resort has been had to the models which 
out into an important trade with the United] other countries, notably France, have pre- 


States.— Aug. 30. 


TRIAL BY JURY. 

HERE are few things more interesting 
to the student of the history of our 
own times than to watch the rise of liberal 
institutions in new countries; to mark the 
growth of those laws which have for their 
primary object the good of the people ; and to 
uote the share of confidence the rulers repose 
in those whose interesta should be the highest 
inspiration of the governing power. Japan 
is a nation just emerging from the seclusion 
of ages. In her we see a country that a‘ 
quarter of a century ago had no intercourse 
with the outer world. This beautifal land 
was a garden, created to be the pleasure 
ground of the nobles, who exercised, each in 
aceordamce with his rank and wealth, des- 
potic sway over the lives and property of the; 
people who were made for no higher purpose’ 
than to administer to the wants of their) 
fendal chieftains. Probably the peopleof those 
days were happy; happy as serfs or slaves 
living by the sufferance of their lords can 
ever be; and contented that of the: fraite of 
their industry they should be graciously per- 
mitted to retain one-fourth for their family 
wante: happy in their ignorance, devoid of 
ambition, they looked forward without hope 
that their own or their successors’ lives of toil 
woald evor be ameliorated. Bat the day came 
when the fing of a nation of free men ap- 
proached the metropolis; communications 
were opened, treaties followed, trade began 
and grew rapidly, and before the name of this 
eountry had become familiar in the West a 
social and political revolution ensued, the 
effect of which was to awaken the people to 
a just sense of their duties, powers, and re- 
apoosibilities as members of the new state 
to be recognized and weleomed into the 

eomity of nations as the Empire of Japan. 
That a revolation so complete could have 
been. effected in any other nation of which 
we have knowledge is doubtful; the condi- 
tions which conduced to ite success have no 
parallel in other countries; the favourable 
issae of the experiment here being due ina 
marked and altogether inestimable degree 
to the sense, docility, and assimilative powers 
of the people; of that section of the people 
wow defined as the middie class, who, pre- 
vious to the advent of their liberators, the for- 
eigners, bad no independent existenee—who 
lived but.as serfs of the soil, and the feuda- 
tories of their supreme and ireesponsible lords. 
Tose who are om terms more or jess in- 
timate with Japanese of the middle class, 


thes men who are in no wise conaected with! 


offcialdom, aver that, under an ontward 
seeming of simplicity, there is a fand of com- 
nion sense made useful by an education above 
that of the average steudard of other oonn- 
tries; ae ardent patriotism, and an irrepres- 
sible desire. for the enjoyment of those politi- 
onl rights withoot which no-men.can be re- 


garded as other than a slave, Add 4o'these | 


qualifications a strong sense of right and 
jnstice, and an anquestioning loyalty to the 
person and role of the Mikado; and we be- 
hold the Japamese before his natare is 
soured by the destractive ioflneaces of a form 
of goverament which denies to him the 
meanest political right, 

The desire of Japan to assume her proper 


sented to hor observation. Of the merits of 
these codes it is not our intention to speak 
at this moment, except upon one point which, 
trifling as it may seem of itself, is highly 
significant when considered in connection 
with the position held by the Japanese people. 
“Trial by jury" says a contemporery, “does 
not find a place among the new enactments, 
avowedly because the standard of education 
among the middle classes of Japan is not 
sufficiently high to warrant the government 
in entrusting them with such a privilege.” 
“ Education ” was subsequently defined to be 
‘ political ;’ not the education of the schools ; 
'and we were told that this government were too 
wise to cast away the trammels of old tradi- 
tions, and pass at ance to the conditions of a 
thigher political civilization than their own, 
Finally, an attempt is made to question the 
utility and value of trial by jury in those 
countries where it is a fundamental principle 
of the constitution. The illustration used 
to support this last proposition is a fortiori in 
favour of the institation of trial by jury. 
Thus, alluding to land league trials in Ire- 
land as probable failures of justiee if umder- 
taken at the present day, the writer says, 
‘not that any of the twelve men would will- 
ingly violate his oath, but he simply finds it 
impossible to bring in a verdict of guilty 
against 8 man who has thought and acted 
precisely as be would himself think and act 
ander similar conditions.’ Can the value and 
importance of a jury be better defined than 
in this passage? How many times have 
jories interposed an impassable barrier be- 
tween the oppressor and-the oppressed ? No 
human law ever made is so perfect that its 
‘operation may not, under special conditions, 
‘do grievous wrong ; and in those cases, above 
all, independent jaries are called upon to 
judge both of the facts and the law, and to 
say whether the offence charged by the law 
is, in their judgment as men conversant with 
the cqgnditions of that society of which the 
‘accused is a member, justified or otherwise. 
From the acquittal of the seven bishops, to 
the memorable struggle with Lord Chancellor 
Hagpwicke and Lord MansrFigip, and-the pas- 
nage of the bill of Mr. Fox empowering juries 
to judge alike of the facts and the law, the 
common jury in England has heen the 
champion of freedom and the protector of in- 
dividual rights against the aggressions of 
authority. Like all similar institutions of 
undoubted value, trial by jury is apt to be 
abused; bot as a rule it works well, and, 
when a great question affecting the liberty 
of the subject arises, most happily for the 
freedom of the English people, not all the 
influence, pressure, or powor of the govern- 
ment used unjustly can avail against the 
meanest citizen. Naturally, therefore, des- 
potic or personal governments both fear and 
hate the institution of trial by jury; and 
Japan is under personal rule. 

Other objections urged against Japanese 
jarymen on the ground of possible prejudice 
apply with ten-fold force to the paid jadges 
whose appointments depend upon the will aud 
pleasure of a possible party to a cause they 
my have to try. 

In plain language, the edict and its justifi- 
cation mean, that in the whole of Japan there 
‘are not twelve men competent to decide upon 
the merits of causes to each of which one of 
themselves must be a party. This is the 


dictwm of the government. In 1868 the 
government consisted of four members of the 
imperial honge, twelve kugé, and six daimio. 
The sangs who now administer the govern- 
ment, or bave been members of it at different 
times, were then clerks or subordinate officials 
in the various departments. Thes Kino and 
Goro Sxosro were snbordinates in the prime 
minister's department; Oxuso, in the home 
department; Ito, Inouye, and ‘l'sRasHima, 
in the foreign office, and Oxuma, in the fin- 
ance department. Gradually those sub- 
ordinate officials absorbed the whole govern- 
ing power which they retain at this day, the 
only member of the royal family in the gov- 
ernment being Prince ARIsUGAWA-NO-MIYA, 
whose nomination to his present position was 
only made about two years ago. The pre- 
sent government may therefore be fairly con- 
sidered to be of the middle rank of Japanese 
society; members of that class now declared 
to be unfit to furnish a jory: and it is scant 
justice to the Japanese people to say that 
those foreigners who have any knowledge of 
this courtry regard the refusal of the right 
of trial by jary, in some cases at least, aa 
an insalt to popular intelligence: while to 
foreign nations who base their opinions upon 
the known acts of the goverment, the refusal 
of this reasonable privilege is a direct inti- 
mation that the middle classes of Japan are 
an oneducated tribe of barbarians. 

Exception has been taken to a statement 
made in this journal to the effect that trial 
by jury was introduced into England by 
‘ALFRED, on the ground that there is a great 
distinction between the jary of those days 
‘and of the present time. ‘he same objection 
ihas been made to us privatety. e still, 
‘however, adhere to the text of the 7 
in our article of July 30th, though its 
bearing apon the subject is not very im- 
‘portant. Freeman, in bis admirable work on 
the Norman Conquest, says :—‘ At this time 
of day, no one need waste his time in proving 
‘that trial by jury was not invented by 
| A8LYRED, and it is almost as needless to 
iprove that it was not brought ready made 
‘in the keels of Henagst and Horsa, that it was 
‘not copied from this or that German or 
"Scandinavian land, and that, if it was not 
brought over ready-made by Henaest, neither 
|was it brought over ready-made by Witttaw. 
(All notions of this kind, though they have 
(often been maintained with much learning and 
:much ingenuity, goon a misconception of 
ithe early history of institutions. Trial by 
ljary, in the form in which we now see it, 
;was certainly not invented or introdaced by 
!any particular man at any particular time. 
iff by trial by jury we mean, any kind of trial 
jin which the case is decided by the oaths of 
‘men taken from among the community at 
‘large, thee trial by jery is as old as any 
institution of the Tentenie race.” For an 
‘epitome of the various theories on thia sub- 
|ject, we refer to Stusns’ Constitutéonad History, 
"Volume I, pp. 612 et seg. 

The applicability of the jury system to: the 
Japanese community is a question capable of 
wide discassion. The government say the 
‘nation is unfit for it, and there the matter 
vests. What we have done has been to.peint 
oat that while Japan is supposed to desire 
absolute jurisdiction over foreigners resideat 
upon her shores, we have before us the un- 
deuiable evidence that the judges are with- 
oat legal training, wholly ignorant of com- 
mercial usages, hold their offices at the plea- 
sure of the government, and are drawn from 
the ideutical class of the peoplo now anthori- 
tatively declared to be unfit to furnish a jury. 
—Sept. 3. 
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various disguises. To one of these, namely 
that of Monseigneur Ridel, we shall shortly 
call attention. At present our business is 
with a description of Korea and Quelpasrt 
more than two centuries ago, and with the 
to the English monopolists as being in an|adventures of a little group of Europeans 


impossible position. These possessors ah there. 

certain cables came to the oonelusion that ‘ og eo 
they might charge what rates they pleased, a oe sie ee by ay pfrosdty Aad 
because they were the owners of a monopoly. Dut i ee id ia of ; cages of 
On these rates they estimated their profits, 4 vere ike raga pus ‘oti th 
and then proceeded to create a vast sum of Quelpasrt, toge with a description of the 
paper capital to represent them in capitalised Kingdom of Corea. Translated out of the 
form. In any business where there is no French. ser < BP otek ii 4 righ es 
real monopoly, excessive profits attract com- pes oe n ie d ag) ag hives b os 
petition. This was the case with Atlantic |” of Voyages and Travels, some now fi 
cable companies. At p t the would | Printed from the Original Munuscripte, others 
be monopolists posture as benefactors of translated from Foreign Li cera and died 
the human species, and denounce all first put E aiediose ae lac rd oF, 
competition as a crime. No one pays pie dee pies nd Le A pa 3 nd B ng~ 
attention to these doleful utterances, and |%> ae mom for Ue uf ted.” The, eeu 
as their monopoly is de facto not de| 6s Ceserve to be Reprinted. ne. WOE Was, 
jure they adopt the only” plan left to written by the ship's scores purser, or 
them, which is to bay off opposition. Now | Spercargo probally ee en ontet o- 
these self-assertive monopolists have to meet who escaped, first from shipwreck, and, after 
a@ competitor they little dreamed of. Mr. thirteen years captivity, from the bands. of 
Jay Goutn is credited with the intention to|‘te Koreans, Although he recounts nothing 
reduce rates so low, that the English and that seems wonderful to us at the present 
Frencb companies will be ruined, and then to day, the editor of the collection a6 which the 
bay up their shares. This seems very like the sarnure eyceee tents a to defend “his 
exchange of one monopoly for another ; bat ous: by Ie doi von Re . . with ‘ie Le 
there is always a remedy against overcharges beth @ a ONE 80s H ore we ny 
and -bad quality of service, provided no go- ist ee eer or ace Sreataree 
vernment concession of an exolusive. right Slees “tat: who; Satin sauae time declare 

7 i 1 * 9, 

pect hipaa Pais abit taemariee that those who do so and afterwards write 
sympath ponte folt for the “Cable Ring.’ of their adventures are imposing on the 
Gsaes: ah hyander their A es credulity of others.” The vessel, to the 
been pesca lvl Aras ea ealicaa deen wreck of which we are indebted for the 
scheme, in which it was intended to an story which we now proceed to abridge, 
dividends upon. paper issnea of shares by sailed from the Texel January 10th, 1653, 
charging excessive rates, I sineevely trast having on board the governor of the Nether- 
that Res the bottom of the ‘Nilealio Keo bom tands India and his suite. On the first of 
liberated, our telegraphic commanication with Jane they arrived safely at Batavia, but were 
the. Levant. aud with India will be taken in ordered away immediately to Taiwan, in 
hand. A competing company inenatern seas, Formosa, to carry the Dutch agent or vice: 
with @ faie-and honest capital, would put an | S°Vernor. On their arrival there they were des- 
end to the high Lage This iP nite patched on that voyage to Japan which was 
correct, ped pest hace ma be aid to Seas destined never to be completed. They sailed 
remarks that as the. ref > the entire avat from Taiwan on July 30th, but as they were 
of telegraphy, por mare, per ternamn, ae about to leave the Formosa chancel eer 
question to which public attention is strongly secured sistorn hs ae ie oo 
attracted, Japan, will aot wisely in at ail | 0°7% st Aap halt te A cca teeth 
events, offering any concession she. may be tions, or to cook any food ; ultimate! they 
dia i to make publicly to the bighest| Ve"? forced to take in all sail, strike the 
bidder. We reat gna in hat owe yards, and commit themselves to the mercy 
interests, and especially in the interests of Of, the waves. The vessel was gradually 
her newly awakening commerce, that the ore towards some high ane and, as the 
government will turn a deaf ear to the voice | urmcane Mg eres an sf roe 
f the telegraph charmer.— Aug. 24 ping so mach water that some of their com- 
2 erap ug rades were drowned in the hold, they jumped 
overboard. Thirty-six out of sixty-four suc- 
ceeded in reaching land safely ; others were 
either drowned on board or between the ship 
and the shore. They remained in the neighbour- 
hood of the wreck all night, and the following 
morning buried the bodies of such of their 
comrades as they could find, and collected 
provisions or other articles that were floated: 
from the wreck. During the following day 
they were unmolested except by one or two 
natives coming to neighbouring eminences 
to watch them; but when the seamen at- 
tempted to approach them they ran away. 
On the second day, however, they were sur- 
rounded early in the morning by 8 body of 
about 2,000 men, dressed in Chinese fashion, 
except that they wore horse-hair caps, whom 
they took for wild Chinese or pirates ; the sar- 
vivors were taken from their huts, and round 
the neck of each was placed a great iron chain 
with a bell attached. After being taken 
before the commander, aud forced to prostrate 
themselves, they, were gupplied with a coarse 


Not in this part of the world alone is 
the feeling prevalent that telegraph com- 
panies require some check at the hands of 
the public. The home journals write very 
plainly and to the point. Ono journal refers 


Mliscellancons Articles. 


THLEGRAPH MONOPOLIES. 


Gar doubts crosa our mind in regard 

to the future of telegraphic communi- 
cation between Japan, Enrope, and the 
United States, and that these fears are not 
without foundation we are prepared to show. 

The Great Northern Telegraph Company 
is at present the only company having a 
cable in Japan; and from trastworthy in- 
formation received to-day we believe an 
effort is to be made by, or on behalf of, that 
company, to obtain a conceasion from the 
Japanese government which will be virtually 
a monopoly of telegraphs between Japan, 
China, Europe, and the United States; an 
exclusive concessional right for a number of 
years which will affect our merchants in ‘the 
toet serious manner, unless they adopt those 
measures which persons so deeply concerned 
deom fit for the protection of their own 


interesta. 

When Mr. Craus Frew visited Japan a 
year ago he expressed himself very hopefully 
respecting a. Pacific cable to connect Ja 
with the West vid. the United States; and as 
Mr. Jay Gounp, who has laid down an 
Atlantic cablo for himself and is now master 
of all the United States land lines, is the 
capitalist to whom we natorally look. for 
sitailar enterprise in this.part of the world, wa 
guggest that. he should be informed of 
the movement believed to be on foot. to 
procuxe, possibly by means of diplomatic 

mee or pressure, @ monopoly which 
will exclude him and every one else fram 
competition in a field where competition is 
most desirable. Perhaps this matter may 
not ba andeserving of the attention of Mr. 
Bineuan, the United States minister ; for we 
understand that Mr. Crrus W. Fietp is now 
engaged, with every prospect of success, in 
an erdeavone to form, either in conjunction 
with Mr. Jay Gounp, or independently, 
Pacific Cable Company, and it follows that 
any movement of this sort must be beneficial 
to Japan, and that any concession of a mouo- 
poly to the Groat Northern Company, or any 
other company, will have a diametrically op- 
posite effect, and prove injarious to all in- 
tereste. For Japan the monopoly would be 
an evil political, strategic, and commercial. 
Nothing the promoters of any soch scheme 
are ov. may be prepared to offer will 
recompense the nation for a graut which 
will p her at the mercy of a company 
whose service is, it is said with mach 
jastice, generally regarded as slow, irregular, 
unsatisfactory, and excessively expensive ; 
none of which disadvantages to the public are 
likely to be removed if the monopoly sought 
should be obtained. T is bnt a fow years since attention was 

Tho Great Northern Company, stimulated first directed in this country to the 
by competition, would no donbt improve ;| island of Quelpsert by the wreck of a British 
consequently, for that reason as well as on| vessel, the Burhira Taylor, and also of an 
all groanda of nations! and public policy, | Italian Larque vu its shores, It is out of the 
monopolies are to be denounced. We) path of ordinary navigation, and has probably 
hope, therefore, that no overtures having for | never been visited for purposcs of cnriosity by 
their object: the acquisition of an exclasive/any one. Our information respecting it is 
right to telegraphs between Japan and the/-therefore confined to the account of the recent 
world will receive the slightest consideration | visit of a British consular official, who pro- 
from the governmont of this country, not-| ceeded there to thank the islanders for their 
withstanding the proposala may be urged by | humane treatment of his unfortunate country- 
the minister representing Danish interests. {men. Foreign travellers in Korea are also 

Danish interests in this country may be| few in number; and the only accounts of the 
summed up in few words, There are twenty-| country with which we aro acquainted are 
seven residents, aud the trade with Denmark | thuse of the Jesuit fathers who found their 
yras last yoar valued at $5,616, way there from the Chinese frontier under 


QUELPAERT AND KOREA TWO 
CENTURIES AGO. 
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kind of rice for food. The islanders then turned 
their attention to the wreck; they removed all 
the articles they could fiud toa safe place, 
and sealed them up. Some of the people 
who were found stealing portions of the 
cargo, were brought before the chief or com- 
mander, and received forty blows with a 
bamboo on the soles of the feet. This seem- 
ed to promise well for the future treatment 
of the Dutch—a promise which, however, 
was not very well fulfilled. After narrating 
their story, and entreating to be allowed to 
go on to their countrymen in Japan, they 
were told that this was the island of 
Quelpaert or Sehesura, as it is called 
by the natives. It is, the writer says, about 
fourteen or fifteen leagues in circum. 
ference; its harbours are few and ex- 
posed ; and navigation near the coast is dan- 

erous on account of sunken rocks. The 
island abounds in horses and cattle; it has 
one very high mountain covered with wood 
to the summit. Guarded by soldiors, they 
were led away from the scene of the wreck to 
the chief town of the island, and carried 
before the governor. He treated them with 
much kinduess giving them houses to dwell 
in, and good food to eat. ‘He also took 
such care of our sick that we may affirm we 
were better treated by that idolater, than we 
should have been among Christians.” Hitherto 
they had been able to converso only by signs; 
but the governor, in sending to the capital of 
Korea to inquire what he should do with the 
Datchmen, seems to have asked also for an 
interpreter. The latter appeared after some 
weeks, dressed as a Korean, (or Coresian as 
the “secretary” writes) and astonished the 
mariners by telling them he was a country- 
man of theirs. His story, about which there 
does not seem to be the slightest doubt, was 
that he had sailed from Folland for Java, 
Formosa, and Japan in a Dutch man-of-war, 
that the latter bad been wrecked in 1627, 
more than a quarter of a century before, and 
that only a small number of his comrades 
were saved; of these he was the sole 
remaining one; for they had entered the 
military service of the King of Korea, 
and d been killed fighting against 
the Tartars. He lived in Seoul, the capi- 
tal, and had repeatedly asked leave to 
join his countrymen in Japan, but was 
refused. The king told him that it was an 
ancient law of Korea that no stranger, who 
once touched their shores, should be allowed 
to depart ; he must live and die in the coun- 
try. He told them he was well-treated, but 
had almost forgotten his mother-tongue, 
which is not surprising when we remember 
that he bad been nearly thirty years in Korea 
at the time. 

While they were waiting for a reply from 
the capital as to their ultimate destination, 
the governor, who was their friend, was re- 
placed by another, who treated them badly, 
giving them insufficient and unhealthy food, 
and forcing them to work like slaves. ‘This 
continuing for some time, a fow of the hotter 
spirits endeavoured to escape by seizing «a 
boat, but were prevented by some of the 
natives, who put to sea after them. They 
were brought back and beaten with h»mbons 
on the soles of the feet, aud the treatment of 
all became much worse. At last, mach to 
their relief, in May 1654, or about nine 
months after the shipwreck, an order came 
that they were to be taken to the capital. 
In crossing over to the mainland, which 
occupied a day and anight, they were tied 
by the wrists to the sides of the boat, as 
their guards were afraid that while they were 
sea-sick the prigoners would attempt to 
throw themselves into the sea. 


We may pass over the account of their 
journey from the coast to Seoul. The popu- 
lace, although crowding around them, were 
very civil. On arriving at the capital they 
were allowed to live three or four together in 
little hats, and were soon taken before the 
king. After telling their story they en- 
treated to be permitted to go to Japan, but 
were told they must make up their minds to 
live and die in the country, as it was against 
the ancient custom of the country to allow 
them to leave. They were forced to sing, 
dance, leap, é&c., before the king, exactly as 
we have heard of Dutch ambassadors doing 
before the Shogun. They were finally placed 
in the king’s life-guards under the command 
of their countryman, the interpreter, and 
were each granted seventy catties of rice pay 
per month. The people treated them well, 
althongh their hut was constantly invaded by 
crowds who wished to see how the strangers 
lived. Here they might have lived aud 
died peaceably, had it not been for their 
desire to return again to Europe, which led 
them into an act that seems never to have 
been forgiven. An ambassador from “ the 
great Cham,” the Tartar ruler, came to Korea 
for tribute; and seeing that the Koreans 
were much afraid of him, two of the Dutch- 
men, as a deputation from the whole number, 
made their way into his presence and im- 
plored his assistance to obtain their release. 
He seoms to have taken no interest in them for 
the two unfortunate men were seized by the 
Koreans and thrown into prison, where they 
soon after died, whether violeatly or not 
is unknown. The hardships of the remainder 
now commenced. They were banished to the 
southern coast, so that they could not again 
come across the Tartar envoy; they were 
stripped of their pay and position, aud were 
compelled to pull up the grass and weeds in 
the squares of the town in which they were 
kept. The governor refused to provide them 
with any food or clothing, and, as the winter 
is very rigorous there, the poor men suffered 
grievous privations. They were compelled to 
go through the town and neighbouring vil- 
lages to beg for food and clothes. The writer 
speaks highly of the charitable nature of the 
common people, and of the sympathy which 
they received from them. To add to their 
misery a terrible famine afflicted the land iu 
the 1661 and 1662, and at the com- 
mencement of 1663 their number had dwind- 
led from 36 to 22 through hardship, disease, 
and starvation. Sometimes a change of 
governors improved their condition for a 
short time; but asa rule they seem to have 
been treated with harshness, and even cruelty. 
In 1663 for some unexplained reason, the 
survivors were separated into three parties, 
and sent to three different castle towns. ‘I'wo 
of these now fall out of the chronicle, and we 
hear uo more of them; possibly at some 
future time, when Korea is opened to the 
world, scholars will tind in Korean books 
some trace of the Dutchmen whom we must 
now leave to follow the fortcnes of the 
|“ secretary’s”” party. The town in which 
they were placed was on the const, and 
they were allowed to paddle in small 

Iboata in the neighbourhood on their beg- 
iging excursions. Here they again determined 
to make an attempt to cross over to 
Japan. A native who was very friendly 
to them described the nature of the passage, 
the distance, direction, &c. They made se- 
veral guarded attempts to purchase a larger 
vessel ; and at last got a Korean to buy a 
small barque for them, ou the pretence that 
they wanted to go to the neighbouring islands 
to beg. Ou September 6th, 1665, everything 
being in readinoss, they dropped down)a 


viver and a favourable wind springing up 
opportunély, they arrived off the coast of 
Kiushiu on the morning of the second day 
after their departure. They coasted south 
towards Nagasaki, and were driven on the 
Goto islands; here they were taken in charge 
by the officials and sent to Nagasaki, where 
they found a vessel on the point of sailing 
for Europe. They took passage in her, and 
arrived safety at Amsterdam, thirteen years 
and a month after leaving Holland. Twelve 
ears of this were passed in captivity in 

‘ores. 

In another article we shall abridge the 
“secretary's” account of Korea and its 
people. The most interesting incident in the 
narrative which we have just recited, seems 
to be the meeting with the Dutchman 
who, as he was alive when the secretary's 
party escaped, must have been nearly half a 
century in the country. The story of Will 
Adams, his forced stay in Japan, and his 
success here, have attracted the interest of 
every Englishman in this quarter of the 
globe. But Adams, as his letters, repub- 
lished a few years ago in the Japan 
Gasette, show, was highly honoured by the 
Japanese; his lines, in fact, bad fallen in 
pleasant places, and he had frequent oppor- 
tunities of seeing (and quarrelling with, it 
may be added) his own countrymen as well as 
other Europeans. With the poor Datchman 
in Korea, however, everything seems to have 
been different. He was not the favourite of 
princes and great nobles, but was compelled 
to live in the same dirty huts as his country- 
men, and to beg as they did. Koreans have 
recently, probably in order ‘that a greater 
evil may not befall them,” become more 
humane to shipwrecked mariners; but it is 
clear that they did frequently evilly entreat 
the stranger in their midst. To the honour of 
the Japanose nation it will always be said 
that unfortunate persons cast on these shores 
have been invariably kindly treated.— Aug. 27. 


PASSENGUR REGULATIONS URGENT. 
LY REQUIRED. 


CORRESPONDENT, whose letter in 
reference to the carriage of passengers 
by sea toaches upon a point of vast import- 
ance to the large number of persons who 
annually travel from port to port on the 
coast of Japan, holds, aud we think pro- 
perly so, the government responsible for the 
perils these people are subjected to for want 
of efficient life-saving apparatus on board 
Japanese coasting steamers. In calling atten- 
tion to this matter our correspondent does good 
service ; and we respectfully commend his let- 
ter to the attention of the department of the 
government within whose province the snb- 
ject matter of the communication comes, on 
the principle that legislation for the protec- 
tion of human life is better undertaken be- 
fore than after an accident, which might 
easily be of a most serious uature. 

The vessels of the Mitsu Bishi Company 
which ply between Yokohama, Shanghai, 
and Hongkong appear in every respect well 
found; but we are inclined to doubt whe- 
ther the appliances in the shape of boats &o. 
are sufficient for the passengers on board 
these vessels, between Yokohama and Kobe 
at all events; as many as six or seven hun- 
dred persons frequently voyaging in one ves- 
sel between these last named ports. These 
steamers are not built in compartments, and 
any serious, accideut from collision, rocks, 
&0., necessitating resort to the boats, would 
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have serious consequences. When vessels 
are ill supplied with boats fear is an addi- 
tional cause of danger; and even apathetic 
as the Japanese people are supposed to 
be in time of imminent peril, an insufficiency 
of boats could not fail to aggravate 
the position. On the coast line the 
evila are especially great. Our correspond- 
ent mentions one particular case where a 
steamer often carrying three handred passen- 
gers is equipped with only two: boats capable 
of carrying sixty persons. Sappose this 
vessel to be in a sinking condition. There 
would be a dreadful struggle for the boats ; 
one, and probably both, would be swamped 
with the rash of terrified persons; and, 
ander the most favourable conditions some 
two hundred and fifty passengers and 
most of the crew would be drowned, under 
circumstances which would reflect the graveat 
discredit upon all, owners and government, 
responsible for the want of effcient life- 
saving apparatus. 

As an example of legislation on this 
matter we instance the 18 and 19 Vic- 
toria, chapter 119, known as “The pas- 
sengers act of 1855,” and the 26 and 
27 Victoria, chapter 51, known as “The 
passengers act amendment act, 1863.” These 
acta contain express stipulations with re- 
gard to the number of passengers any vessel 
may carry ; and for the safety of such pas- 
sengers the following regulations are ret ont 
with regard to the carrying of boats. 

Section 27. Every ‘passenger ship’ 
shall carry throughout the voyage a num- 
ber of boate according to the following 
scale; (that is to say), 

2 boats for every ship of leas than 200 tons 


sin in in » 200 and leas than 400 tons 
Se nin 400 5 nw 600, 
. 600 1000 ,, 


© oe 1000 sn 1800, 
7 busts for every ship of 1500 tons or upwards; 

pons that no ‘passenger ship’ shall 

required to carry a greater number of 
boats than are sufficient in the judgment 
of the emigration officer at the port of 
clearance to carry all the persons on board 
of such ship: 


One of such boats shall in all cases be a 
long boat, and one shall be a properly fitted 
life boat, which shall be carried in such a 
manner as to be, in the opinion of the 
emigration officer, most available for imme- 
diate service: each of such boats shall be of 
a suitable size und description to be approved 
by the emigration officer at the port of olear- 
ance, and shall be seaworthy and properly 
supplied with all requisites, and kept clear 
at all times for immediate use at sea: there 
shall likewise be on board each ‘passenger 
ship’ . @ fire engine in proper work- 
ing order, and of such description and power 
and either with or without such other ap- 
paratus for extinguishing fire as such officer 
may approve. 

The government have from time to time 
issued regulations bearing upon sea-going 
veasels, such as those relating to certificated 
officers and pilots, regulations for avoiding 
collisions at sea, and other important matters, 
and generally, have shown the best disposi- 
tion to protect those “ that go down to the sea 
in ships, that do;business in the great waters,” 
but they do not seem to have given sufficient 
attention to the safety of their people who, ut- 
terly ignorant of the peril they encounter, take 
passage in ships so insufficiently provided 
with Fite-saving apparatas that an accident 
which, under ordinary conditions would 
involve a money loss only against which pro- 
vision can be made, may become a disaster 
involving the sacrifice of hundreds of lives. 


All commercial nations find it unsafe to 
trust to the humanity of shipowners to provide 
for the safety of their passengers ; and as this 
traffic is constantly increasing in Japan it be- 
hoves this government to take action withont 
delay. That such action is necessary seems 
certain, for, although the officers of some 
Japanese steamers, fully aware of the dauger 
incurred, have frequontly asked for proper 
provision of boats, &c., their reasonable re- 
quests have not, so far, been complied with.— 
Aug. 29. 


THE WATER SUPPLY OF YOKOHAMA. 


F all sanitary reforms none are more 
needed in Yokohama than the provi- 
sion of a sufficient quantity of wholesome 
drinking water. Unfortunately but little 
attention is paid to the subject under ordinary 
circumstances ; when epidemics oocur there 
is a scare resulting in an exaggerated appre- 
hension of trifling dangers, and an attention 
to minute details of habite and conditions of 
life as vexatious and annoying while it lasts, 
as it is luckily short-lived. 

Sanitarians, however, have pointed out very 
clearly how, in namberless instances, the 
drinking, or use of bad water has led to 
most grave resulta, and how a host of diseases 
are spread, and a low standard of health 
maintained by this cause. 

Dr. Parkes, probably the most eminent 
authority on this subject says,(1) :— 

‘As well observed by Mr. Simon in one 
“of his philosophical reports, we cannot ex- 
“ pect to find the effect of impure water al- 
“ways sudden and violent; its resulta are 
“indeed often gradual, and may elude ordi- 
“nary observation, yet be not the less real 
“and appreciable by a close inquiry. In fact 
“ it is only when atriking and violent effects 
“are produced that publio attention is 
“arrested: the minor and more insidions, 
“but not less certain, evils are boroe with 
“the indifference and apathy of custom. 
“In some cases it is by no means improbable 
“that tho nse of the impare water, which is 
“ supposed to be innoouous, has been really 
“restricted or that experience has shown 
“the necessity of purification in some way. 
“This much seems to be certain that as 
“ precise investigations proceed, and, indeed 
“in proportion to the care of the inquiry, 
“and the accaracy of the examination, & 
“continually increasing class of cases is 
“found to be connected with the use of 
“impure water, and it seems only reason- 
“able to infer that a still more rigid inquiry 
“will farther prove the frequency and im- 
“ portance of this mode of origin of some 
“ diseases.” 

Dr. Parkes then proceeds to show bya 
most careful collection and comparison of 
facta that cholera, typhoid fever, malarious 
fevers, and possibly other zymotic disenser, 
are spread by impore water, whilst the same 
cause also ranks largely in the production of 
dyspepsia, diarrhoea, dysentery, skin diseases 
and boils, calouli, goitre, and diseases cnus- 
ed by a variety of entozoa. 

In conclusion, after summarising the pro- 
babilities of localized ontbreaks of such 
diseases as diarrhoea, dysentery, typhoid, 
and malarious fevers being due to impure 
water, he adds :— 

“ Although it is not at present possible to 
“assign to every imparity in water its exact 
“share in the production of disease, or to 
“ prove the precise influence on the public 


(1) Parkes. Practical Hygiene. 6th ed. p. 88. 


“health of water which ia not oxtremely 
“impare, it appears certain that the health 
“of a community always improves when an 
“abundant and pure water is given; and 
“apart from this actual evidence we are 
‘* entitled to conclude, from other considera- 
“ tions, that abundant and good water is a 
“ primary sanitary necessity.”’(?) 

n considering this subject it is important 
to look to the future as well as to provide 
for immediate wants, because the growth of 
a district is liable to increase, and because 
the money expended on water works if 
borrowed cannot be repaid all at once, and 
if paid ont of capital must take time to bring 
in its return of life-saving and health-giving 
results. The system adopted therefore, must 
be capable of oxpansion and of producing 
definite resulta in the future, sach as to 
justify both from a health and money point 
of view the primary undertaking, and the 
solid scale upon which it. is constracted. 

No one can entirely evade the question. 
Those who nevor drink water alone use it 
either for cooking generally, for mixing 
with wine or spirits, or for washing edibles 
of various kinds and the vessels in which 
they are eithor cooked or eaten. It is hardly 
necessary to say that wine or spirits, unless 
mixed in very large proportions with water, 
can have no parifying effect upon it what- 
ever. It may also be remarked that this 
form of total abstivence (i.e, from water) is 
hardly compatible with due attention to 
health. 

Tn regard to wholesome water supply the 
foreigner who lives on the Bloff and pos- 
seases a good well, and secures it from pollu- 
tion with reasonable care, may consider him- 
self practically quite safe from disease coming 
throngh that channel, but the natives for the 
most part live under other and far different 
conditions. 

The present water-supply of Yokohama 
consists of water from various wells distribut- 
ed throngh the settlement, and on the Bluff, 
water from the Aquedact from the Tama- 
gawa river conveyed to so-called wells in 
the native town, besides water from miscel- 
laneous sources such as pomds, bronght by 
coolies from various quartera, and an un- 
known, bnt probably not large quantity of 
rain-water. 

River-water, owing to the sources from 
which it is fed varies more than any other 
kind, being infinenced by the nature of the 
surface on which it collects and the subsoil 
through which it flows, and subsequently on 
the character of tho banks of the river, the 
rapidity of its flow, the amount of evapora- 
tion and the rainfall.) These varying in- 
fluences as far as the Tamagawa river 
is concerned deserve every attention. The 
geological character of the soil, the 
amount of manure used on land forming the 
area of collection, or within the drainage 
area of the river, the character of the banks 
at all parts of its origin and course above the 
intake for Yokohama, must be thoroughly 
examined and kept under constant inspection 
and protection before the wholesomeness of 
the water can be ensured. 

The next point in importance is the con- 
veying of the water in a state of parity from 
the river to the consumer in Yokohama. 
This.appears to me to be the main difficulty 
to be overcome in providing for a plentiful 
water-supply, wud it canuot be surmounted 
without some considerable expenditare. 

I have compared together in the following 
table water taken from the beginning of the 


'2) Same, p. 60. 
'3) Same, p..19 et seg. 
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aquedact at Nobarito, where it first leaves 
the Tamagawa, water from Koji, a point on 
the canal about 3 miles lower down, and 
water from a well in the Otamachi from 
which it is drawn for consumption by the 
Japanese in the neighbouring honses. The 
table is only qualitative in its statements, 
and has no pretensions to great scientific 
exactitude, but it shows clearly that the 
water as drawn for consumption in Yoko- 
hama is by no means in the same condition 
as when taken in from the Tamagawa. 
There is more mawkishness of taste, more 
decided and more persiatent turbidity, and 
a distinct increase in first, carbonic acid or 
chalk, second, salphuric acid or sulphate of 
lime, and third, chlorine, whilst traces of 
organic matter are perceptible in the Ota- 
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Wells, it must be remembered are only 
reservoirs, almost or completely removed from 
visible inspection ; often indeed copious and 
pure but liable to pollution in a way that 
it may be very difficult if not impossible to 
trace or to avoid. The water which they 
great part drained away 
from the surrounding soil, and even if the 
well when made, hits upon a spring of pare 
water under-ground it is necessarily mixed 


contain is in 


with this drainage water more or less. 


While on the one hand filtration takes 
place as the water slowly percolaters though 
the soil, on the other it dissolves a variety of 
substances in the soil and its contained atmos- 
phere. Neither of these actions secure it 


against contamination by organic matter. 


Well Water.—“ A well drains an extent 
“of ground abont it in the shape of an in- 
“ verted cone. The area must depend on the 
“goil; in very loose soils a well of 60 to 80 
“ feet may perhaps drain an area of 200 feet 
“in diameter on the surface but this must 


“ be considered as only a rude estimate.”(*) 


The clayey nature of the soil of the greater 
part of the Bluff however, would certainly 
not permit of drainage to any such extent 
as this. Ifan area of 10 feet round the well 
be kept perfectly free from soaking of any 


kind of drainage this will probably be saffi- 


cient, though a greater distance would be 


preferable. Wells are too frequently sank 
for the sake of convenience close to the 
kitchen or other outhouses, and are liable to 
be contaminated by their drains; but a 
better plan would be to have them at some 
distance with a trough ruaning from the 
raised mouth of the well to some convenient 
spot in or near the outhouses. : 

In the settlement, percolation of the soil 
by polluted water is constantly going on, 
and is probably one of the most potent of all 
the agencies at work in promoting the spread 
of disease. The soil is in some parts reeking 
with soaked-in filth, which must infallibly 
contaminate in time, every well within a 
certain distance, whilst it also passes into 
the atmosphere by evaporation, thus poison- 
ing by two routes at once. 

The following incident shows how a disease 
poison may traverse long distances under- 
ground and yet retain its disease-giving 
influence. 

“There was an isolated farm house upon 
“one side of a mountain ridge near to Lausen, 
“in Switzerland, Lausen being on the 
1“ other side of this ridge. The greater part 
“of Lanusen was supplied with water from a 


“spring which issned from this ridge, the 


“ remaining part of the village being supplied 
“from shallow wells: the stream passing 
“from this farm house to the other side of 
“the ridge became infected by the excre- 
“ ment of the farmer who came home snuffer- 
“ing from typhoid fever. This stream dis- 
“appears a little way below the house in 
“ gome porous ground, and it had often been 
“ suspected that it communicated with the 
“gpring on the other side of this ridge, 
“nearly a mile away, and when this out- 
“break of typhoid fever ocourred this point 
“was investigated. The medical officer 
“of Basel very cleverly instituted the fol- 
“lowing experiments, which are exceeding- 
“ly important in connection with the filtra- 
' tion of water, and the diffasion of typhoid 
“ poison generally. He first of all diverted 
“\ this brook into a hole that bad been formed 
“ previously jaat by the side of it; the water 
“immediately disappeared, and within 2 


(4) Parkes Hygiene, p. 27. 


“or 8 hours afterwards the spring at Lansen 


“was greatly increased in volume. Then 
“he dissolved in the water severnl hundred 
“weights of common salt, and sent it down 
“ with this water through the hole: the pro- 
“portion of chlorine in the spring at the 
“other side of the ridge after two or three 
“hours, increased to two or three times 
“ what it had been before, showing undonbt- 
“edly that the water from one side of the 
“ridge had made its way to the other: he 
“then made this very important experiment : 
“be threw into the water on the farm house 
“ side of this ridge several hundred weights 
“of flour well mixed up with water, so 
“as to diffuse it equally through the water 
“as it went into the hole. The flour was 
“entirely intercepted by filtration through 
“ this ridge, and not a trace of turbidity was 
“ perceptible in the spring at the other side, 
“showing that there was very good filtra- 
“ tion of the water. Nevertheless the poisou 
“had been transmitted through this ridge 
“for between three quarters of a mile and 
“a mile. That the poison really came through 
“this spring, there can be no reasonable 
“doubt, because none of the people who 
“drank water from the shallow waters in 
“ Lausen were affected by the fever: whilst 
“only one or two houses escaped among all 
“those who got their water supply from the 
“ spring. This case shows that one ought not 
“ to depend upon filtration for security.’’(5) 

This latera) or slanting drainage has actaal- 
ly been remarked in Yokohama when one 
resident on the Bloff finds that his well 
yields a copious supply until a neighbour 
digs another well deeper than his, whereupon 
the first resident finds that his supply dimi- 
nishes, and he in tarn digs more deeply. 
Should the higher well in such a case become 
polluted it is possible, nay highly probable, 
that the lower one mast share in the pollation 
In the settlement probably this drainage is 
constantly going on owing to the natnre of 
the soil which necessitates shallow wells. 

Although very strong opinions have been 
expressed as to the impurity of rain water, 
it would appear that the chief objections 
have been made against that collected in 
towns, and although there is some discrepancy 
of opinion on the subject yet the balance of 
it is decidedly in favonr of the purity and 
drinkable quality of that collected in coun- 
try districts if carefully stored, and “‘it has 
“been suggested that in outbreaks of cholera 
“anywhere, the rain water is leas likely to 
‘become contaminated with sewage matters 
“than wells or springs, into which organic 
“ matters often find their way in an unac- 
“ countable manner.” (6) 

Auy impority in the quality of rain-water, 
can, however, be considerably, if not entirely 
obviated by those plans which arrange for 
a rejection of the first portions collected, as 
in a heavy fall of rain the washing of the 
atmosphere and consequent impregnation of 
the water with ita impurities, is effected in a 
very short time. This could be easily effect- 
ed by some automatic apparatus, by which 
the filling of s small cistern by the first 
impore portions of rain-water would lifts 
piston or ball which might be made to open 
the passage in to the tank. The uncertainty 
of supply of rainwater is of course another 
drawback which cannot be so easily com- 
pensated for, as it demands large storage- 
room. “ 

There are other possible sources of supply 
such as from springs found in the hills round 


(5) Report from the Select Committee on the Public 
Health Act (1875) Amendment Bill. Evidence of 
Dr. Frankland. _P. 41, 1878. 

(8) Parkes. (Practical Hygiene, p. 19. 
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Yokohama or by boring artesian wells. 
The composition of water from one of 
these springs at Oota is referred to in the 
foregoing table, but the yield is very small, 
and although such springs may supply very 
limited districts with pure water they can 
hardly be worthy of consideration as a supply 
for Yokohama on a large scale. In times 
of cholera they may be useful when, under 
the pressure of an epidemic scare, people may 
be willing to send some distance for pure 
water. The method of obtaining water by 
boring artesian wells, may for the present 
be summarily dismissed, until reasons of a 
geological nature can be clearly adduced to 
justify it.(7) 

There is some risk attendant on every form 
of water supply. In the case of wells the dan- 
ger is of a nature which it is specially diff- 
cult to guard against because the well is deep 
in the ground and hidden, and the character 
of the soil cannot be accurately ascertained. 
At the same time it is not likely to occar if 
the surroundings of the well are kept pure. 
In the case of rainwater, all possible polla- 
tion may be guarded against in country dis- 
tricts, provided the first portions are rejected, 
bat there is the drawback of the uncertainty 
of the supply, necessitating large storage, 
whioh, in ita turn, produces a liability to con- 
tamination during storage. 

In the case of water drawn from a river, 
though tho water is not so pure as rain-water 
it is, or should be ander constant inspection 
from first to last, and if a properly construct- 
ed brick or stone aqueduct and iron pipes be 
used to convey it to the consumer and the 
area from which it is collected be sufficiently 
guarded againat pollution, there is no practi- 
cal reason against its being provided in 
abundance all over Yokohama. It only 
becomes a question of time and expense. 
People must have pure drinking water and 
they have to buy it as it is. It isa mere ques- 
tion of calculation as to the quantity required, 
and the cost of material and labour to bring 
it within everybody’s reach. 

In the meantime, as the construction of an 
aquedoct is from a pecuniary point of view 
an undertaking of some magnitude it would 
be well to consider the other sources now 
available for the public, and the best means 
of securing to them the greatest purity possi- 
ble. They are practically all wells variously 
situated. The actual composition of their 
waters is not alone of chief impor- 
tance, their site and conditions of possible 
pollution are equally so. I wonld suggest 
that a commission or board of some kind 
containing amongst its members duly quali- 
fied. medical men, both foreign and Japanese, 
shoald be appointed by the Japanese govern- 
ment not merely to report on the wells of 
the settlement, a matter which has alread 
been done to.a considerable extent, but to 
enforce rules as to the constraction and use of 
public wells such as would ensure the purity of 
their water at all times. This would provide 
for the emergency possibly not very far distant 


(7) “It would appear certain that immense 
« gubterranean reservoirs of water exist in the 
~ “new red sandstone, the chalk, the upper and 
“ lower a and cence porous geological 
“ strata, whi juire deep artesian borings 
** to reach them. ‘its E 

“Of all the natural waters, those from 
“‘gubterranean sources are the purest; they are 
“well aerated, perfectly free from human conta- 
«« mination, and destitute of life. 

“ But in recommending the sinking of an arte- 
« sian well, which isa work of considerable magni- 
« tude and cost, the ground must be very carefully 
“ gtudicd, and the geology of the district accura- 
“tely known.” Dict. of Hygiene and Public Health 
by A. Wynter Blyth and Prof. Tardieu, p. 645. 


when, owing to contamination of the open 
part of the present Aquedact from various 
extraneous impurities, or of the latter part 
of its stream from rotting or other leak pro- 
ducing action on the wooden underground 
channels in which it now flows, that source of 
supply shall have become unworthy of the 
confidence it now enjoys. : 

Such recommendation would be a moat 
fitting inauguration of a system of medical 
inspection much needed by the Japanese 
in all their large towns, and of no small im- 

rtance to their foreign residents. 

As for the scheme of a new aqueduct 
constructed of brick or stone, if it is a ques- 
tion of money required alone, it would be 
very easily solved if the Japanese govern. 
ment would only allow those richer than 
themselves to do it, provided that a proper 
engineer's survey showed it to be feasible, at 
& reasonable cost, and that the retarns in the 
form of a water-rate would ultimately repay 
the first cost with its interest. 


W. T. Buckets. 
—Sept. 3. 


THE “ NIOHI NIOHI SHINBUN” 
AND “ T. WwW.” 


Tur Nichi Nichi Shinbun concludes its 
comments on the letter of “ T.W.,” thus :— 


From what has been now said “T.W.” 
will see the inexpediency of further increas- 
ing taxation on the farmers in their present 
circumstances, and appreciate the reasons for 
not increasing rental on building lands of 
cities also. Now we will examine his pro- 
positions for staying the depreciation of car- 
rency. He says :—‘ Now there are only two 
or three ways by which a government can 
effectively stimulate the industry of the 
people. One is to provide facilities for 
transportation of products to market. An- 
other is to bestow honours and distinctions 
on those who excel in industry. A third is 
to apply the spur of taxation. This last is 
the most efficient of all. If, for example, the 
owners of the land now lying uncultivated 
all over Japan were compelled to pay taxes 
on those lands under penalty of having 
them sold to others, do you suppose they 
would let them lie uncultivated as at pre- 
sent?’ We answer that this last pro- 
ject will force the farmers to again lead 
8 life of pain and saffering. Of all poli- 
cies the most objectionable and dangerous 
is that which has a reactionary tendency 


“upon the people; for instance, as if statesmen, 


intending to develope a spirit of freedom and 
self-government among the people, should 
commence by oppressing them, in the hope 


'Y | that the people, unable to bear the heavy 


burden, would rise up against the govern- 
ment and wrest their freedom from them at 
last; such a measure is fearful in its con- 
sequences. Certainly so; because, if the 
people are goaded to opposition against the 
government, unmeasurable calamities will be 
inflicted upon the whole people. Now the 
case of the farmers is the same under the 
proposition that the government should in- 
crease taxes hoping to stimulate industry. 
This is one reason why we do not agree 
with “T. W.” on this point, and reject his 
proposition as impracticable for the present. 
7.—With regard to the other two measures, 
that is, improved facilities for transportation 
of products to markets, and bestowing hon- 
ours and distinctions on those who excel in 
industry, we agree with “T. W.” Indeed, 
to provide facilities for transportation is’a 


matter of the first necessity at present, but 
owing to the mountain chains of onr country, 
we cannot hope to speedily construct rail- 
roads, and even ordinary roads will require 
great sums of money and the work of some 
years. But fortunately our country is sur- 
rounded by sea, and its coaste afford good 
harbours to mariners, so that we have only 
to prepare good roads from producing dis- 
tricts to harbours, extending only fifty or 
sixty ri, which is not so great a work; and 
if this be done and all transportation is gene- 
rally made by sea, there will be no difficulty 
in transporting domestic products. But if 
all the carrying trade is to be monopolized 
by a great and powerful company, or the 
influence of such 8 company is sufficient to 
check a newly established coastwise trade, 
these things will be great obstacles to the 
promotion of the interests of the sea carrying 
trade at large. Therefore, it is neceasary for 
the government at presout to deeply consider 
the wisdom of allowing all ships, whether 
steamers or sailing vessels, to engage freely 
in trade under the same impartial protection, 
but never to allow one to oppress or prevent 
the other’s trade. 

In connection with honours and distinc- 
tions to be bestowed upon those whd excel in 
industry, we think the industrin! and com- 
petitive exhibitions that encourage or bestow 
honour on those who deserve them, will 
prove to be of great benefit to the people. 


8.—‘'T. W.’ agrees with us that to increase 
the productiveness of labour, an increase of 
capital is necessary; but he says, farther, 
that now, as the Okurasho has abandoned its 
policy to lend capital to those who ander- 
take certain industries, capital for such 
private business must be sought elsewhere, 
but where is it to be obtained? We think 
that this is one important point on which he 
demands explanation, and we answer thus :— 
Let foreign capital be introduced. The in- 
trodaction of foreign capital we advocated a 
few years ago, bat at that time all the press, 
with the exception of the Chingai Bubka 
Shinpo, disagreed with us. The public and 
officials alao opposed our views, bnt we bave 
never wavered in our opinion; on the con- 
trary we have become morestrongly convinced 
of its soundness, so that we are now induced 
to think even those who opposed it may now 
coincide. So far, we have advocated the in- 
troduction of foreign capital; but there is 
one great impediment that prevents it from 
being carried out, and if this impediment is 
not removed, no foreigner can confidently 
introduce capital into this country, nor can 
Japanese confidently accept it. What is this 
impediment? It is extra-territoriality. We 
do not intend here to argue about extra-ter- 
ritoriality, because it may create confusion ; 
and we say simply that great difficulties will 
arise from the introduction of foreign capital, 
unless foreigners are subjected to our civil 
law, even if they are not made amenable to 
the law both civil and oriminal by treaty ro- 
vision. ‘ T.W.” will see that this is so, and 
therefore no words are required to explain the 
position. 

In point of fact, it is not unreasonable to 
say that foreigners in this country at present 
enjoy the highest pitch of personal liberty, 
so that they are more free in this country 
than in their own. But for acvantage of 
trade, they are, in many cases, 1 stricted by 
extra-territoriality; for instance; they can 
not trade in the interior, possess immovable 
property, become shareholders of companies, 
hold national bonds, and so forth. 

Are (these disqualifications not caused by 
extra-territoriality ?, Therefore we believe 
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that if the present treaty is so revised as tu| yards race, seventh event on our published 


subject foreigners to Japanese civil law at 
least, foreage, carl can be introduced, and 
if this is once done, it will be no longer 
difficult to develope our production and make 
our commerce extensive. 

In order to make these arguments clear 
to our readers, we here sam them up. 

(1).—The Japanese government should 
abandon the policy of interference with 
private business, and confine their power 
within its proper limit, strictly adhering to 
economy; and if this is observed, though 
prices still rise owing to the depreciation of 
currency, and consequently expenditure in- 
creases, yet they will be able to keep their 
finances in good order by simplifing their 
business and saving useless expenditure. 

(2).—The finances thus kept in good order, 
there will be no necessity for inoreasing 
taxes on land, a measure which tends to 
prevent the improvement of the people. 

(3).—When treaty revision is completed 
the Japanese government should increase 
import duties in such degree that no injary 
is done to our commerce, and apply the 
amount of specie thus realised to the reserve 
fand for reducing currency, and if 10,000,000 
yen are fortunately obtained from customs 
duties every year, as we eatimate, there will 
be a reserve fand of 100,000,000 yen after 
ten years, and the financial difficulty will be 
completely removed. 

(4).—The Japanese government should be 
attentive first of all, to providing facilities 
for the transportation of commodities; but 
not to continue the partial policy of giving 
special privileges to certain individuals. 

(5).—Foreign capital can be introduced 
into oar country and utilized as capital for 
some undertakings after treaty revision is 
settled, by which extra-territoriality is abo- 
lished, and foreigners are held amenable to 
oor law, in civil cases at least. 

These are our comments upon the letter of 
“TW.” made for the purpose of placing our 
opinions before him for his judgment. In- 
deed, he understends the condition of our 
people very well, and his arguments are 
very applicable to this country. 

lo ig requested to express his opinion 
freely on the perasal of this article. —Aug. 27 


Heyorts. 


SWIMMING MATOHES. 


Tue Aqnatic meeting on Saturday after- 
noon was the most successful one of the 
season, the competition being really very fair, 
the average number of starters for all the 
events being six or seven to the usual two to 
three of former mectings. Although every 
endeavonr was made by the more exciteable 
portion of the members who were to compete, 
nided by others who were uot, to enable the 
captain and the members of the committee to 
lose their heads by countless repeated and 
superfluous questions about the races, these 
ventlemen succeeded in getting the pro- 
gramme through without a hitch and 
without wearying the spectators by too 
long intervals between the events, and al- 
though many were disappoiuted at not seeing 
the calithampians, all were on the whole satis- 
fied. It is to be hoped the committee will pay 
some attention to the suggestions put for- 
ward by oar correspondent on the 2nd inst., 
and provide some means for measuring the, 
course for the next meeting. In the 150 


programme, and sixth in the order taken, the 
handicap of some thirty seconds allowed to the 
eventual winner was considered by all to be 
considerably too much, more especially as the 
distance was far from correctly measured, but 
this mistake, if such it were, can be ascribed 
to the fact that the committee were almost 
totally unacquainted with the swimming 
power of ihe dorlanste competitor. 

The running dive from spring board, for 
which Messrs. Boyes, A. H. Dare, G. Dare, 
S. Cope, Boag, Hamilton, Cottell, Bavier 
and Oppenheimer enterod, was won by Mr. 
Boyes who gave the others no chance, com- 
ing up each dive some distance ahead of Mr. 
A. Dare who took the second place. Mr. 
Cope seemed to have s good chance from 
the first dive, bnt missing the second one, 
retired. The second event was the 100 yards 
race, winners of any swimming match ex- 


-|oluded. Three entries or no race. Only the 


minimum number of three came forward. 
These were Messrs. Samuels, F. W. Playfair 
and Bavier. The latter gave in goon after 
the start, and thesecond gentleman followed 
suit, leaving the field clear for Mr. Samuels, 
who won in 8 m. 10 sec. In the third event, 
that of diving for objects, the prize was closely 
contended for by Messrs. Oppenheimer and 
Scidmore ; in the first of the three dives, the 
former brought up ten saké cups out of a 
possible forty-five, in the second nine, in the 
third twelveS.and the latter in the first dive 
five, second eleven, and third thirteen, which 
latter was the highest scored. Mr. G. Dare 
brought up in all thirteen, and Mr. Bavier 
three. Diving through a hoop was the next 
issue, and after some difficulty the hoops 
were got into a proper position, the competi- 
tors diving from the roof of the barge. En- 
tries: Messrs. Cope, Scidmore, G. Dare, 
Boag, Cottell, Hamilton, Wood, Bavier and 
Oppenheimer. Only the two first mentioned 
went through the hoops withont touching, 
and the resalt was a tie between them. Mr. 
Cope taking a splendid dive went clear 
through two hoops, and won # most deserved 
prize. For the blindfold race the follow- 
ing competed: Messrs. Cope, Oppenheimer, 
G. Dare, Cottell, Wood, A. Dare, and 
Scott. This race was won by Mr. Cope, 
followed by Mr. Oppenheimer, both going 
straight for the barge. The next and sixth 
race was the 150 yards handicap. Several 
who started in this race gave ap almost 
immediately, so that we are unable to give 
an entirely complete list, but the follo wing are 
those who kept up to the barge; Messrs. 
Playfair, Samuels, Bing, Melhaisb, Dare and 
Boyes. Tho handicap given to Mr. Play- 
fair was thirty five seconds and although 
Mr. Samuels, 5 sec. handicap, got pretty 
well up he was unable to make the dis. 
tance leas than eight or ten yards by which 
the former won. Time 4 m. 20 sec. The 
handicap, as we remarked before, was 
somewhat too much, but we doubt whether 
the result would have been the same had 
Mr. Samuels been fresh ; however the wianer 
deserved bis success if it was only for the 
pluck he showed in keeping up his efforta to 
the finish, The sccond last event was the 
steeple chase. Messrs. A. Dare, S. Cope, 
Cottell, G. Dare, Vivanti and some other 
gentlemen started although only fonr or five 
completed tho conrse. As is usual in these 
races, fortune smiled alternately on one and 
an other of the competitors; the lead 
was alternately taken by Messra Dare, 
Cope and Cottell and it was only after 
the last boat had been passed that it 
could be seen who were likely to come in 


first. Mr. Dare was some yards akead of 
Mr. Cope who in his turn was some 
distance ahead of Mr. Cottell and this 
order was kept up to the goal. It was 
nearly dark when the 50 yards race—in dress, 
—waa started, only Mesers. Oope and Hamil- 
ton contesting. To the half way boat, both 
kept together bat there Mr. Cope got ahead 
rapidly, winning easily. Although the dis- 
tance was comparatively short the competitors 
seemed thoroughly tired out with their exer- 
tions. The committee finding it was too late 
postponed the calithumpians, so this race 
closed the meeting. 


THE IMPORTS OF JAPAN. 


(We take the following interesting paper 
by Consul-General Van Buren from the 
Official. Report on the Commercial Relations 
of the United States for the past year.) 


' T have the honor to submit a brief tabulat- 

ed statement showing the chief articles import- 
ed into Japan from the United States and seve- 
ral of the nationalities of Europe and Asia in 
the year ending June 80, 1886. The items, 
inolading only those amounting in value to 
$5,000 or upwards, are taken from the 
returns of the customs department, which 
cannot be always relied opon as strictly 
correct. The difficulty of procuring strictly 
reliable statistical information upon this or 
kindred subjecta in Japan I have frequently 
before referred to. I trast, however, that 
the figures presented will be foand sufficient- 
ly approximate to the actual importations to 
afford a fair estimate of the proportions 
brought from the different countries. 


Imports from the United States. 
Value. 

Butter... 0... ue $36,081.28 
Canvas and cotton duck... 20,231.62 
Olocks ... 1. os 219,004.24 
Cordage ... 0. 0. ee wee 11,846.63 
Cotton and Chintzea, printed.. 16,706.88 
Gum ware... wt 12,752.00 
Hoofs 10,292.67 
Kerosene... ... ... 1,808,558.66 
oe and fittings... 63,778,08 
Leather ... 2... 57,809.12 
Machinery ... ww. 20,686.30 
Medicines val wlccl eases, Reet 28,947.61 
Provisions a eres 70,188.52 
Quicksilver 16,075.48 
Rifles... 125,708.80 
Stationery ... 27,072.40 
Tobacco, inclading cigars and 

cigarettes... ... 11,105.36 
Watches ... pest essen shee 23,021.90 

(Here follow the items for Great Britain, 


France, Germany, Ohina, East Indies and 
Siam, Belgium, Holland, Italy, Denmark, 
Austria, Spain, and Sweden and Norway.) 

The largest importations from the United 
States, it will be seen, are :— 


Value. 
Kerosene oil ... ... ...  ... $1,808,558.66 
Clocks... wk see wee 219,004.24 
Rifles... 125,708.30 


Of lamps and fittings we farnish $68,778.08 
against $16,673.96 from Germany, $12,543.92 
from Great Britain, and $20,508.12 from 
Belgium. 

From Great Britain the largest imports 
are cotton and woolen goods and machinery, 
a trade of considerable value. France sends 
mousseline de laine, silk and cotton goods, 
wines and brandies, leather, and medicines. 
Germany, mousseline de laine, ailk and cotton 
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goods, and machinery. China, sugar, drugs, 
leather, paper, raw cotton, and mate, and 
the East Indies and Siam, cotton yarn and 
cordage. 

At the present prices of production of 
cotto n yarn in the United States, as I have 
very ped had occasion to remark, 1 do 
not think it possible for us to compete with 
Great Britain, and so, too, with most of our 
cotton mannfactnres. With regard to the 
heavy sizing practiced by the English manu- 
factnrers of their white cotton goods for the 
eastern markets, I am told that such goods 
are appreciated by the people of China and 
Japan for use as linings or inside fillings for 
winter garments. They claim that the sizing 
does uot injure the goods while adding 
greatly to their weight and warmth. I have 
heretofore observed that it was doubtfal if, 
in the long run, it would pay our manufac- 
turers to cheapen the quality of their. goods 
in order to afford them at a lower price; but 
may it not be worth their while to inquire 
into the subject in the light T have now 
presented it, so as to determine if they should 
not enter into competition with England for 
this growing and valuable trade P 
made especially for this market of lighter 
weight and prepared in the manner desired 
by the people could be sold, and the question 
whether it should be done is important 
enough to merit the most serious considera- 
tion. 

In machinery, also, and in the cheaper 
woolen goods, as well as in groceries, provi- 
sions, butter, leather. lamps and fittings, 
gumware, 
country could and should secare much 
large portion of the trade. 


THOS. B. VAN. BUREN, 
Cunsul-General.. 


Unrrep Searus ConsvLaTe-General, 
Kanagawa, February 4th, 1881. 


A PUBLIO MEETING IN TOKIO. 


Ot the 25th. of August a public meeting 

was convened at the Shintomiza Thea- 
tre, Kiobashi-ku, Tokio. This meeting had 
been extensively advertised, and it was under- 
stood that Mr. Fakuchi would deliver his 
opinious on the tranafer of the Kaitakushi pro- 
perties to the Kwansei Boyeki Shokwai ; the 
demand for tickets of admission was conse- 
quently far in excess of the accommodation 
afforded by the theatre. The appointed hour 
was 4 p.m., bat so early as 11 a.m. the ap- 
proaches to the theatre were thronged, and at 
2 p.m. above two thousand persons were as- 
sembled. The pressure on the opening of 
the doors was considerable, but in as ort, 
time order was restored among fally three 
thousand anticipative auditors, forming in 
every respect a fairly representative gathering 
of tho middle class. 

The enthnsiasm which brought so large a 
number of persons together is strong evid- 
ence of a growiny determination to criticise 
the acta of the government ; and also of dis- 
approval of the Kaitakushi affair. We are 
informed that a feeling of indignation prevails 
throughout the entire country with regard to 
this last matter, and certainly the opinions ex- 
pressed by some of the speakers at this meeting 
are marked by a boldness which, three years 
ago, would have been looked upon as pure 
recklessness and defiance. The list of subjects 
treated by different speakers was varied ; and, 
as we have been favoured with some excellent 
notes made by a gentleman prosent at the 


&., I should sappose that our’ 


meeting, we will give # close translation of 
them for the benefit of those who, like the 
Japan Mail and its congeners, hold that the 
only competent persons in Japan, are the 
twelve ministers forming the cabinet. 

The first speaker was Mr. Takanashi who 
selected a peculiar theme entitled: ‘“ The 
corrupt statesmen of the United States.” 
He began by describing the reasons which 
induced him to believe that corruption pre- 
vailed to a vast extent in the United States, 
and had even entered the cabinet. He then 
compered the cabinet ministers of Japan to 
those of the United States and adroitly con- 
nected the subject with the Kaitakusbi affair. 
He said :— 

‘Woe have before us the fact that when Mr. 
Garfield was elected to the presidency, in- 
pumerable applications were made to him for 
office under alt sorts of pretexts, such as, for 
example, they had educated the President; they 
had befriended him; and they had voted aud 
worked for him: these are strong evidences 
of corruption, and no similar cases exist in 
France or England. Why _ does this in- 
famous practice prevail in the United States ? 
There are two causes for it:—1. The geo- 
graphical position of their country renders 
the people safe from foreign war. 2. The 
entire governing power is monopolized by the 
party which gained the ascendency during 
the civil war. This party is so strong and 
confident, that it seems indifferent to its 
deviations from righteousness. Iam induced 
to think that these two conditions exist in 
Japan and similarly affect our government. 
Onur country is by geographical situation re- 
moved from external influences, and the 
political changes of Europe have little effect 
on us. Russia and China have caused us 
some anxiety ; yet there has been no real fear 
of war ensuing. Again, the members of our 
government are exclusively those belonging 
to the classes who destroyed the Bakufu, 
and monopolized the supreme government. 
These ministers have no fear of foreign war, 
feel securely confident of their position, 
neglect their duties, favour their friends, and 
do everything they wish to do. I do not 
ventare to assert that this is actually the case 
with all the members of our government, bat 
they may take advantage of their position 
as is done in the United States, an impres- 
sion strengthened by the rumour of the con- 
veyance of the aitakushi property, & 
rumour which causes the utmost anxiety, an 
demands our earnest endeavours to prevent 
the utter demoralization of the empire. 


Mr. Takanashi concluded his speech amid 
loud applause. He was succeeded by Mr. 
Masnda, whose text was, “ Non-government.” 
In a long speech Mr. Masuda pointed ont the 
necessity of good government for a nation. 
When the ministers neglect the proper dis- 
charge of their duties, act with partiality, 
bestow presents upon their friends, and do 
other things not strictly within the scope of 


their nuthority, they become ® useless body, | P 


and the nation relapses into “ non-govern- 
ment,” a situation the speaker hoped he 
should uot live tu see. 


Mr. Koyedzuka, made an address which he 
styled ‘Sympathy with the people of Hok- 
kaido,” of which the following is an epitome. 

Fellow countrymen! we mourn for the 
people of the Hokkaido over whom a grie- 
yous calamity is impending. This calamity 
is the sale of the Kaitakushi property to the 
Kwansei Boyeki Shokwai. The actione of the 
cabinet are secret, and are as sucurely hidden | 
as though surrounded by high walls which we 
cannot pass over, and the truth of this 


particular transaction is not known to us, 
except from newspaper reports which, agree- 
ing in substance and never having been con- 
tradicted, I assume to be substantially true. 
My anxiety is very great, and I feel much 
sympathy with those people .who have 
emigrated to Yezo with the object of making 
money, as the English have done by emigrat- 
ing to lands many thousands of miles dis- 
tant. Owing to the hard labour of the 
immigrants, production has been increased 
thongh much retarded by vexatious restric- 
tions imposed by the Kaitakushi. Happily, 
however, the Kaitakushi was this year to be 
abolished, and the people were congratulating 
themselves that they would be saved from 
ita farther interference ; but now what & fate 
awaita them! The Kwansei Boyeki Shokwai 
is to be substituted for the Kaitakushi!! I 
firmly believe that from the day the company 
takes possession of the island the people will 
waste away to skeletons, their very flesh 
being devoured by the Boyeki Shokwai. 

According to recent estimates produce 
worth 3,000,000 yen has been exported from 
and goods of the value of 5,000,000 yen have 
been imported into the island in the year ; 
but if the whole import and export trade is 
to be confined to s few individaals governed 
entirely by self-interest, prices will be fixed 
to suit themselves, and misery and suffering 
will be the lot of the mere people. The 
Americans, it is known, raised a marble 
monument to the honour of the great leader 
who obtained for them the inestimable blee- 
sings of freedom and independence ; but we 
of Japan, desirousto honour Mr. Kuroda, must 
look around for something more precious than 
marble; a pillar of diamonds, of purest water 
would be all too little to express the admira- 
tion we have for our benefactor. The force 
of reasoning indicates that Mr. Kuroda should 
be endowed with feelings of kind sympathy 
for the people he has governed, be anxious 
to promote their interests, and to leave some 
lesting benefit associated with his memory 
when he withdraws from the island. What 
is this lasting benefit he intends to leave be- 
hind him? What is it, I ask again? The 
Kwansei Boyeki Shokwai ! Who are benefited 
by this comp:ny? Mr. Karoda’s friends, 
bat not the people. We therefore sym 
thize with the people as they would do with 
us under like circumstances. Wo never 
know the moment when onr situation may 
not be the same as that in which the Hok- 
kaido people are placed. If such a transac- 
tion can pass in one part of Japan why not 
in another ? 

Mr. Koyedzuka ‘concluded his spirited ad- 
dress amidst loud applause, Mr. Nomama 
being the next speaker on the question “‘ Is 
there a want of ability among the unofficial 
classes of Japan?” He said :— 

I am unable to see in government officials 
the ablest and wisest persons in this nation ; 
or that outaide of official circles inferiority 
revails; on the contrary, experience shows 
public opinion to be sounder in principle and 
more accurate in judgment than that which 
emanates from the official mind. Instances 
of this are numerous. The government at- 
tribnted depreciation of enrrency to the ad- 
verse balance of trade. ‘This theory the 
public rejected, and ascribed depreciation to 
its true cause, over-issue. The government 
thought it necessary to promote and protect 
industry and commerce by interference there- 
with; but the press denounced their acts. 
The governmont attompted to carry outa 
scheme to restore the value of thoir paper by 
speoniations on the market with treasury 
specie, This was exposed and mercilossly 
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criticised in public lectures and by other 
means. Where are all these policies now ? 
Abandoned by the government in deference 
to the superior opinion of the public, sure 
evidence that this government were in error 
and the public in the right. These things 
alone show it is a gross mistake to assume 
the inferiority of the people, and that officials 
are the only able men in Japan. 


This address was also weil reccived by an 
audience grown excited and enthnsiastic ; 
and expectation was at its height when Mr. 
Fakachi rose to address the assembly. Mr. 
Fakuchi is a shizoku of good family from 
the south, Nagasaki being his town. He ia, 
as many of our readers know, the proprietor 
and chief editor of the Nichi Nichi Shinbun, 
supposed to be the official organ of the 

overnment ; and he is vice-president of the 

‘okio Chamber of Commerce. He has been 
@ prominent man for some years, and his 
position, social, political, and commercial, 
gives him a standing among his countrymen 
of a high character. 

It was generally known that Mr. Fukuchi 
would deal with the Kaitakushi job, aud the 
large audience was not disappointed for be 
commenced, in mediux res, a speech of which 
the following is an abridgment presorving sub- 
stantially the full sense of the original. 

He who has a settled belief in any one 
thing, is apt to disbelieve every thing which 
appears opposed to his own particalar view. 

bis is a general rule. In the spring of 
1877 the Satsuma rebellion broke out, and 
Saigo Takamori was reputed to be the leader. 
Iand many others refused to believe the 
story, because, strongly impressed with the 
loyalty and righteousness of Saigo, we deemed 
him incapable of becoming the chief of an 
insurrection. Eventually the rumour proved 
true, and we were in the wrong. A similar 
occurrence has recently taken place. I refer 


to the sale of the Kaitakushi property. | 


‘When first informed of the transaction, I re- 
garded it as impossible of execution ander the 
present government. Now, however, I find 
the rumour to be true, my misapprehension 
in this matter being equally groat as my dis- 
belief in the disloyalty of Bae This ac- 
‘counts for my long silence. 

Of the official relations between the Kai- 
takushi and the Kwansei Boyeki Shokwai I 
know nothing; if I did I should not willingly 
disclose the secret. Therefore I will here cou- 
fine myself to matters within the public 
knowledge. In the spring of this year a 
company called the Kwansei Boyeki Shokwai 
was established in Osaka with the object 
of absorbing the whole trade of the Huk- 
kaido. Its capital was said to be 1,000,000 
yen, out of which 500,000 was said to 
be raised iu Osaka but in fact only 
ten, or at the utmoxt twenty, per cent. 
was subscribed, and we know nothing 
of addition. Novertheless the chief pro- 
moter of this company being endowed with 
more than ordinary skill, aud blest witha 
good friend in the cabinet, secured the suc- 
ceas of his undertaking. While the public 
were in complete darkuess respecting the 
negotiations that were being carried on, the 
curtain was raised, and the plot of the play 
was revealed to the asiumished spectators. 
The absolute purchase of the whole of the 
properties of the Kaitakushi for a sum of 
yen 300,000, payable by instalments extend- 
ing over thirty years, without interest, had 
been achieved by the masterly policy of the 
chief of the Boyeki Shokwai. These pro- 
perties iuclude the buildings of the brauch 
offices in Tokio, all the factories, establish- 


ents, steamers, ships, godowns, do. Aro they 


not cheap? It is said the Kaitakushi spent 
yen 10,000,000 during the ten years subsequ- 
ent to 1871.8 These factories and buildings 
are stated to have cost between two aud three 
million of yen. Naturally all government 
undertakings are more costly than those in 
the bands of private persons, and the real 
cost may be somewhat less; but this is no 
reason, why they-should be sold at a price 
which reduces the sale to the level of a gift. 

It will be well to examine into the assertion 
that the Kwansei Boyeki Shokwai could not 
profitably engage in this business if it had 
paid any greater sum than yon 300,000 on 
leas easy terms. According to the Nichi 
Nichi Shinbun, the commission on gale of the 
produce delivered to the Kaitakushi by the 
people in payment of taxes (all taxes in the 
Hokkaido being paid in kind) is settled at 
6 per cent. on the gross value: thirty thou- 
sand yen more are obtained as interest on 
advances to fishermen; to these sums must 
be added the proceeds of the factories, and 
fully one hundred and fifty thonsand yen 
will be ‘squeezed’ by the company. In 
addition the Sapporo coal mine has boen 
disposed of to five persons, Godai Tomoateu 
being one of them, the money requisite to 
pat the mine into good working order being 
lent them by the government at three per 
cent. annnal interest. The railway in Yezo 
will, it is also confidently averred, eventually 
fall into their hands, the object of its con- 
struction being the transport of coal from 
the alienated mine. Nothing can be more 
iniquitous than such transactions! That the 
government should be willing to pay six to 
eight per cent. on the national bonds, apply- 
ing for this purpose the taxes levied on the 
hard working people, at the same time as they 
are making loans to favoured persons for three 
per cent. interest only, is unintelligible. Can 
any apology be found for this action? I 
fear not. Now what havo the defenders of 
this transaction to say in this matter? That 
theso undertakings in the Hokkaido must be 
kept up and that inexperienced persons 
taking them in hand would be ruined. The 
arrangement with the government is there- 
fore justifiable if for no other purpose than 
to keep the works in their present condition. 
This argument may be urged by the head 
of the Kaitakushi in his zeal for the future of 
his own department; but the cabinet, having 
the interests of the country at heart, should 
not listen to it. I do not hold the Kaitakn- 
shi but the cabinet primarily responsible in 
this matter, and we can be no longer content 
to live under abeoluto government. The time 
is ripe for the establishment of a national re- 
presentative assembly. Let us do all in our 
power to achieve this great object. 


_ Mr, Fukuchi then entered upon the finan- 
cial situation, but finding the hour had grown 
late he deferred his remarks upon this sub- 
ject to another occasion, and retired amid 
loud cheers. Throughout hia address, Mr. 
Fukachi was listened to with great atten- 
tion, frequent rounds of deafening applause 
testifying the approval of a highly respect- 
able audience. 

Two police sergeants and oue constable 
were present, but made uo movement of 
interference ; indeed the bearing of the 
auditors, and the earnestness of the applause, 
were waruiugs, not to be disregarded, that 
the meeting was not to be trifled with. 


Correspondence. 


A VALUABLE NATIVE INDUSTRY. 


To the editor of the Japan Gazette. 


Dear Sir :—Mr. Miiller’s letter is an in- 
teresting contribution to the literature of the 
dog question. From one point of view it 
shows us the moral depths to which a Japau- 
ese butcher can descend, although his British 
compeer, in the sausage line, is not quite ao 
angel. Viewed in another aspect, it shows 
how evenhanded justice overtakes the young 
men of Kobo. Having sinned against nature’s 
laws by eating calf, they are led into the 
deeper cannibalism of devouring pu . 
but, I forbear to pursue the saddening 
theme. 

My main object in addressing you, sir, as 
the pioneer in all commercial movements 
inangurated in this country, is to call your 
attention to the important question which 
Mr. Miiller’s letter incidentally touches; a 
question affecting the food supplies of the 
teeming populations of the East. I allude to 
the unsuspected source of wealth neglected 
and uncared for in our midst, and becoming, 
throngh its very redundance, a nuisance to 
us. 

We have an immense number of dogs here, 
which the Japanese rarely utilise for food, 
and which are consequently valueless; and 
yet at a few days’ distance from our shores 
lies the vast empire of John Chinaman, and 
all along the lines of traffic traversed by our 
ocean steamers are colonies from bis enter- 
prising family, ready and eager to absorb any 
quantity of such delicacies. The export of 
such an article might develope a new source 
of revenue for this country, and in a short 
time bring about that so devoutly desired 
consummation, the restoration of the balance 
of trade in favour of Japan. 

Such an enterprise as would turn this 
article to account would demand and deserve 
careful organisation and rigid system. I 
would suggest, that our Japanese friends 
form a company, (of course ander govern- 
ment protection) to be styled the Inu Boyeki 
Shokwai, or some other suitable desiguation, 
and that, as this climate would render the 
exportation of the meat in an uncured state 
a rather risky operation, a complete boiliug 
and cannivg apparatus be manufactured at 
Yokosuka, thus giving eucouragement to the 
national industries. Asin other enterprises 
iu this country a little European aid woald 
be desirable at first, and as the supply of 
dogs would require keeping up, a breeding 
establishment would be required at which 
any dozen of our young dog fanciers here 
would find congenial occopation in acting 
gratuitously as a committee of management, 
and they could be gratified with a dug show 
and prizes occasionally. 

To preserve the purity of the articles manu- 
factured, all dogs would require supervision 
incompatible with private management, and 


compounds in towns would be forbidden. 
The collection of stray animals in the coantry 
districts could be effected by a patrol of the 
company’s officers recruited from the night 
hawkers who at present disturb us. They 
could be clad in suitable uniform, including 
a dogskin cap. Small dogs could, when 
seized, be readily asphyxiated and rendered 
easily portable for transmission from a dis- 
tance by insertion for a few moments in the 
empty vessels of that “common object of the 


© The ‘ar‘thmetical’ allusion will i 
tasteful to our conten porary of the pee ube Rae 
of indigestible figures are at all times disagreeable, 
and the only justification for their introduction is 
their accuracy, If Mr. Fukuchi had said 20,000,000 
he would have been nearer the truth.—Ed, J, G.) 


consequently the keeping of dogs on private - 
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country” (and of our Bluff promenades, the 
man with the buckets.) 

‘he canine abattoir, situated at a conve- 
nient distance from the settlement, say be- 
tween the Kanagawa prison and the skirt 
of the Bluff, should be open for public 
inspection and a visiting committee, com- 
posed of those pater-familias whose slum- 
bers are at present disturbed by the 
dogs, would afford the necessary guar- 
antees for the absence of cruclty in the 
mode of slaughtering. I wonld further 
suggest that the hour of slaughtering be 
fixed at 12 noon, and that it be rendered a 
penal offence to fire salutes or beat temple 
drums except at that hour, when sach noises 
might do some good by drowning the cries of 
the dying dogs. 

An interesting field would be open to the 
company in the preparation of appetising 
delicacies, and they need not despair of even 
captivating the fastidious foreigner. Could 
a German of usual Teutonic appetite resist a 
well got up tin of ‘* Yokohama Hundwurst ” 
if offered to him in some country hotel (save 
the mark) where naught else except the 
inevitable rice and daikon are obtainable ? 

Potted Puppy—Roast Retriever—Corned 
Collie—might appeal to the general public, 
and the fraternity of England, France and 
Japan might be symbolised and cemented by 
tinned Boule-dogue aux Daikons conserves. 

Doubtless a valuable combination of various 
essences with saké—a kind of “ Extract of 
Bark” —might be produced. 

The various surplus products could be 
utilised in many ways which would suggest 
themsolves to the ingenious native mind. The 
bones could be atilised for fans and ambrella 
fittings ; the blood might form the base of a 
new kind of lacquer, and the skins could be 
manufactured into hats, gloves, fur-lined 
cloaks, é&c., all made up on the company’s 
premises and consigned direct to their agents 
abroad, thus avoiding the profits of the in- 
terloping foreigner. 

I think, sir, you will see in the fore- 
going sketch, the germs of a truly prac- 
tical solution of the dog question by which 
every member of the community would 
find his tastes appropriately consulted. 
The Japanese would found a new indastry 
-and keep it to themselves; the dog-fanciers 
would be gratified by kennels of a size beyond 
their wildest dreams; the admirals would have 
their salutes; the priests enjoy their dram 
beating, and quiet-loving people would sleep 
in peace, except when the fire-bell or the 
earthqaake ronsed them—one cannot, you 
know, have quite everything as one likes it. 
Counting upon your advocacy of the idea 
suggested, and apologising for trespassing so 
largely on your space. 

I am, dear sir, 
Yours faithfully, 


PACE. 


KEROSINE OIL. 


To the editur of the Japan Gazelle, 


Sir :—Doctor Geerts has lately so abun- 
dantly proved that kerosine oil, at the existing 
American and British standard, is a danger- 
ons article, that one would naturally expect 
to find in the legislation of Java some re- 
cognition of this overwhelming chemical 
testimony, of which one can hardly suppose 
the Dutch government to be quite ignorant. 

It appears, however, that up to the present 
time, the authorities there have made no 
objection to the use of kerosiue oil at 110°, 


or even at 100°. 
during the years 1879 and 1880 there were 
shipped to Java, from America, no less than 
3,021,000 cases of this low test oil, or nearly 
1,000,000 cases more than were shipped to 
Japan during the same period. In the same 
two years there were also shipped to British 
India about 2,850,000 cases of similar oil. 

Unless the Japanese government and Dr. 
Geerts are exercising themselves over a mare’s 
nest, the authorities in Java and India mast 
be so recklessly negligent of their duty, and 
so indifferent to the interests of the vast 
populations under their care, that something 
ought to be done to bring them to a proper 
sense of their responsibilities. If the scient- 
ists of Japan are correct, a frightful catas- 
trophe is impending over these misguided 
countries which hamanity is called upon to 
avert, if possible. It would be positively 
cruel in the Japanese, after having so clearly 
ascertained the dreadful danger of burning 
kerosine oil testing under 120°, to bury their 
discovery in a local regulation, and leave 
their leas enlightened neighbours to the 
awful consequences of continuing to burn 
oil of 110° only. A special embassy (in which 
Dr. Geerts might be advantageously includ- 
ed) ought at once to be despatched to the 
Javan and Indian governmenta to call their 
attention to this matter. By this means 
Japan would discharge an obvious duty to 
her neighbours, and at the same time display 
her own superior civilization and enlighten- 
ment. 

I trust this singalar opportanity for a 
noble action will not be neglected, and that 
the suggested embassy will soon be en route. 
Even if both the Hollanders and the English- 
men should stupidly refuse to change their 
laws about kerosine oil, the embassy would 
attest the scientific attainments and philan- 
thropic beneficence of Japan and give the 
world a glorious example of disinterestedness. 

But the ambassadors should be positively 
forbidden to recommend Japanese matches as 
a means of lighting kerosine lamps. For any 
indiscretion on that point might divert atten- 
tion from the important subject of the extra 
10 degrees on oil. 


Yours respectfully, 


PETROLEUM. 
Angust 3lst., 1881. 


To the editor of the Japan Gazette. 


Dear Sir:—Your correspondent “ Petro- 
leam” seems to be under the impression 
that I have something to do with or have 
been asked for advice in regard to the kero- 
sine regulations, lately published by the Ja- 
paucse government, for it is difficult to an- 
derstand the object of his letter unless it be 
accepted as truth that am in some degree 
responsible for those regulations. 

{ am sorry that I cannot leave to Mr. 
Petroleam the pleasure he must have enjoy- 
ed in putting me on a pedestal as the mover 
or promoter of the kerosine regulations. 
Your correspondent has shot his arrows 
in an entirely wrong direction, and towards 
a person who knew nothing of the regula- 
tions until they were published in the news- 
papers. If, therefore, your correspondent, 
who is no donbt a good sportaman, goes 
again in the field to hunt obnoxious animals, 
he ought to take his spectacles with him, in 
order to distinguish tha sheep from the tiger 
before he is going to fire his shot; for what 
can be the pleasure or honour to kill do- 
mestio avimals P 


For statistics show sat | 


As several gentlemen in this town have 
addressed themselves to me in regard to the 
kerosine regulations, I feel it my duty to re- 
quest of you the insertion of the following 
statements in your esteemed journal. 


1.—That the framing of the kerosine re- 
gulations has been effected by the police 
department, to which I am not attached. 

2.—That I have never been asked by that 
department for any advice, opinion, or judg- 
ment in regard to the said’regolations, neither 
before nor after the time they were published 


8.—That also the bureau of savitary affairs, 
to which I am attached, bas had nothing to 
do with the regulations. 


4.—That if my advice should be asked for 
I would suggest with General Van Buren 
several important modifications and additions 
of the present regulations before they are to 
be enforced, because I oe them ineuffi- 
cient, especially in regard to the apparatus to 
be aids cna the cot method vo be followed 
rigorously by all experimentors in teatio 
the oil, and unjust, as far as the time fix 
tor their introduction. 


5.—That I have stated in the Japan Mail 
the opinions of various competent chemists 
as to the standard only to be adopted for kero- 
sine from a chemical point of view, without 
giving my own opinion in this matter. 

6.—That I have myself bad three times 
experience of lamps in Japan getting in a 
dangerous condition by the gases burning in 
the empty part of the reservoir of the lamp 
and that f am therefore of opinion that some 
regulations on the quality of petroleum, 
intended for use in ordinary lamps, are not 
out of place in Japan, the more so as the 
Japanese on their part assume that several 
fires in Tokio have been caused by petrolen: 
lamps. : 

7.—That none of the articles which ap- 
peared in the various journals of Yokohama 
about the standard of kerosene, have disprov- 
ed the exactness or the trath of those chem- 
ists, who fix the standard for safe oil at 
between 113° and 122° Fahrenheit flash. 


8.—That it is no proof of regulations on 
kerosene being superflaous or ont of place, 
because there are other countries in the 
world who do not possess sach regulations. 

9.—That it is ridiculous to hold foreign 
advisers in the Japanese service responsible 
for acts or regulations issued by the Japan- 
ese government, as it is a well known fact 
that not one foreigner in Japanese service 
possesses such a degree of administrative or 
legislative power. 

10.—That I shall be glad to take the re- 
sponsibility of all acts performed by myself 
and to answer any questions in regard to 
them, but that I positively decline to take 
in fature any notice of false representations, 
and those accusations which are not accom- 
panied by sufficient proof. 

In conclusion, I may add Mr. Editor, lam 
perfectly willing to give professional advice 
to, and to combine with merchants, both 
Japanese and foreign, in this country in 
order to draw up a memorial stating the 
shortcomings of the present regulations and 
with the reqnest to make such alterations 
and additions as may be decided upon by 
the meeting as being just and desirable. 


I remain, 
Yours faithfully, 
A. J. 0, GEERTS, 


os 
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THE ARGUS AND THE PORTUGUESE. 


To the editor of the Japan Gazette. 


Sir :—The continued impertinence of the 
Argus compels me to enlighten the public 
concerning the position of the above-named 
journal with respect to the Portuguese com- 
munity. 

By the enclosed pamphlet, which I send 
for your perusal, you can easily solve the 
problem of the Argus’s aversion to his coun- 
trymen. 

The Argus is a private, and not a public 
organ ; the editor speake for himself without 
Teference to any of his friends; the paper in 
no way representa, and is certainly not an 
exponent of, Portuguese opinion. That com- 
munity declines to be held responsible for its 
absurd utterances. 

The ‘Argus professes to be a “‘jornal noti- 
ciono @ litterario.” It is nothing of the kind, 
for it is decidedly political; its harsh lan- 

and menacing tone are intolerable, and 
unbesitatingly declare that our community 
utterly detests all its sayings and doings. 

On Sunday last, 28th. inst., a meeting of 
Portugese residents was convened when 18 
out of 23 turned up in obedience to the sum- 
mons. Amongst other resolutions then pass- 
ed, it was unanimously agreed to establish a 
club. Those who were absent have since 
expressed their willingness to join our “ pat- 
riotic Gremio ” and I see no reason why such 8 
society should not meet with public approval 
and exempt from hostile criticiam. An 
economically conducted, non-political clab 
deserves to exist and to be respected. 

I pause for o reply from the Argus or ite 
partisans—should it happen to have any. 

Apologising for trespassing on your space. 


I remain, Sir, | 
Your obedient servant, 


ROMULUS. 
Yokohama, Slat. August, 1881. 


[The “pamphlet” referred to by Romulus is a 
circular printed in Portugese. It administers some 
Enewtodge of agains aad orthography, and piedaly 

syntax ography, an 

indicates that the paper is regarded with anything 
but respect by the community whose interests it 

rofesses to advocate. The idea of establishing a 
Portuguese club by so small a number is somewhat 
Utopian, but nevertheless praiseworthy, as indicat- 
ing e friendly, social feeling not always to be met 
with amongst Europeans in the far east.—EKd. J. G.] 


CARRIAGE OF PASSENGERS BY SEA. 


To the editor of the Japan Gazette. 


Sra :— I hope you will kindly allow me the 
use of ycur columns to call the attention of 
the public to subject which 1 have not seen 
diecueeed in the jcurnals before—the lack of 
life-saving apparatus on the steamers belong- 
ing to the Miten Rishi Ccmpany. 

Ihave lately travelled ou several of these 
steamers, and by careful inquiries I have 
learned that, although the steamers running to 
Shanghai are supposed to be well supplied with 
life-preservers, boats, &c., the steamers on the 
other lines are in no case thought to be pro- 
perly equipped. I will mention especially two 
cases ; one, a steamer running along an un- 
urve yed coast, carrying often as many as 
preo hundred passengers, having no life -4- 


servers and only two small boats capable of 
carrying not over sixty persons; the other, a 
large, well-manned steamer having only about 
twenty life-preservers. 

In this connection it may be well to call 
attention also to the absence of fire extinguish- 
ers. 

The blame for these deficiencies really lies, 
of course, with the government, which has not 
made, or at least has not enforced, the neces- 
sary laws in regard to such matters; but the 
public may well expect the Mitsu Bishi Com- 
pany to consult its own interest.as well as the 
welfare of the travelling public, and to provide 
whatever apparatus good sense, if not law, 
points out as necessary on its steamers. 


W. 


THE PRESS LAWS. 


To the editor of the Japan Gasette. 


Sir :—The Mail has after all thought it 
best to discuss and attempt to answer my 
query in its issue of the 17th. Knowing the 
peculiar idiosyncracy of that journal, I 
thought that perhaps, from day to day, an 
addition or two followed by a bland and 
oblivious synthesis of its opposite statements, 
might all be waited for not without hope. 

The ee however, is evidently a painfal 
one, and the Mail’s position in this question 
involves ita own submission to a law that is 
said to have aimed at preventing the publica- 
tion even of translatious from foreign writers, 
and at an absolute prohibition of foreign 
editors altogether. 

The Mail, having left quite uncontradicted 
my main statement, contents itself with what 
thus amounts to the admission of a plain 
truth, viz., that foreigners now, even accord- 
ing to Japanese law, can print and publish a 
vernacular newspaper in this country. 

hike Bex it occurs to one to ask, bave 
British subjects been absolutely prohibited 
from publisbing or printing such journals 
ander liability to imprisonment with hard 
labour for three months or a fine of five hundred 
dollars ? 


” Yours, &., 
HENRY FAULDS. 
Tokio, August 23rd. 


REGULATIONS WANTED FOR JINRIKISHA, 


To the editor of the Japen Gazette. 


Sm :—I wish to draw attention to a matter 
which has before now caused much delay and 
annoyance to all travellers by jinrikisha, in 
.the hope that some regulations may be issued 
by the local authorities to define what is the 
proper costume of a jinrikisha man. 

Yesterday morning my wife, children, and 
eervaut left in jiprikisha for the hills, and 
when on their way were stopped by a police- 
man on duly ut the keroseve godowns on the 
crvek, The reason assigned for this official's 
interference was that the men were not pro- 
perly dressed. Their costume was certainly 
scanty, but it was perfectly decent. However, 
all remonstrances were unavailing and the 
men were marched back towards the police 
station but released when opposite the public 
garden. My family having returned, their 
trip spoiled by the delay and worry, I proceed- 
ed to the police station to inquire into the 


action of the covstable. There the interpreter 
explained that the men were not properly 
dressed; whereupon I pointed out to him 
several men walking in the gardens just op- 
posite to where we were sitting, clad in garb 
so scant and thin that the auhappy jinrikisha 
men may be deseribed in comparison as in full 
dress. This the interpreter considered rather 
good fun, and by his laughter I judged he 
thoroughly enjoyed it. To my question of 
how it came to pass the offenders were brought 
back and then released without punishment, 
the interpreter said that on nearing the station 
they had asked pardon which was granted : 
but the men had previously asked pardon 
which had been refused until the whole party 
had been marched back to Yokohama, 

I am, of course, ignorant of the regulations 
respecting the dress of these men, but repeat 
there was nothing indecent in their appearance 
or in a costume suited to the hot and duety 
roads over which they were about to travel. 


Tam, &c., 
J.J. JARMAIN. 
Yokohama, August 11th. 


(The complaint of Mr. Jarmain is one to which 
the local government may be disposed to listen 
and take steps to prevent a recurrence. We be- 
lieve orders were some years ago issued in 
deference to the expressed wish of some por- 
tion of the residents that jiorikisha men 
and labourers should be compelled to observe 


some decency in their apparel; but from 
want of defined instructions the lice seem 
to act just as fancy directs them. ‘e have on 


eeveral occasions travelled with men who have 
passed several policemen without comment to be 
stopped by another further on, when, in compli- 
ance with the constable’s orders, a fresh article of 
dress has been donned to be immediately discard- 
ed when out of sight of the policeman. There are, 
of course, some difficulties in the way of a satis- 
factory adjustment of this question; but the local 
authorities are entitled to e: + some allowance 
for the habits of the lower , and to refuse 
loo ready compliance with the caprices of prari- 
ency. e entire jinrikisha question, including a 
reasonable tariff of rates, is one which can be 
dealt with with advant 3 and it would be imme- 
Poy so dealt with by a municipality—Ed. 
J. G. . 


THE repeated warnings given to residents 
against the practice of leaving their bedroom 
wiudows open at night, without taking the 
Dp precaution of securely fastening 
the shutters, do not seem to receive much 
attention, and those who fall victims to the 
rapacity of the midnight marauders, and find 
in the morning that the suit of clothes which 
they wore on the day previous bave mys- 
teriously disappeared, with perhaps a well- 
filled pocketbook, or a watch, or both, in the 
pockets, have only themselves to blame, and 
will doubtlessly recognize the trath of the 
well-known saw which says: Experience 
teaches —. Within the last few weeks seve- 
ral such thefts have been reported in the 
papers, and doubtlessly as many more com- 
mitted, which the victims have kept quiet. 
One of the employes’ of the P. M.S. Co. 
residing at No. 127 on rising this morning, 
found be was minus a suit of clothes, which 
he had left on a chair, not far from a window 
looking on the street, and which he had left 
open, placing a bamboo screen before it. The 
thief by lifting this screen, found he could 
easily got at the clothes, and accordingly 
helped himself to them. It need scarcely be 
added that the policeman was engaged round 
the corner at the time. We believe a house 
opposite was entered a few nights ago, the 
thieves ransacking the premises and abstraote 
ing quantity of clothing. 
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@ccasional Hotes. 


Tue lines of the “Fourth Estate” seldom 
fall in pleasant places in this part of the 
world—or anywhere else for that matter. 
There are troubles from within, and from 
without. Of those from within, the recent 
contest which has been waged between two 
of our contemporaries may be taken as 
sample. Troubles from without are too 
numerous to mention; but not the least of 
them is the oft-repeated cry of “ nothing in the 
pepers,” when hard-worked jourmalists have 
gone to the utmost limit in the paste 
and seizzors line and are at their wits 
ends what to write about. By the way 
one of our contemporaries appears to write 
a great deal more with the scizzors 
than ho does with the pen and ink, but that is 
neither here nor there. Then again, there is 
much to be endured from high and mighty 
officials who sometimes find themselves and 
their works inconveniently criticised and 
who consequently hate newspapers “ news- 
paper fellows,” &o. like poison and are pre- 
pared to consign them to a climate very 
ranch hotter than that of either India, China 
or Japan. In Bangalore, members of the press 
seem to receive more consideration. In its 
issue of the 28th. June, the Lahore Civil and 
Military Gazette publishes a letter from its 
Banglore correspondent, in which the writer 
says :—“ You gentlemen of the Fourth 
estate have been made the subject of special 
prayer at the Kirk in Bangalore, by the 
acting chaplain, the Rev. H. Rice who, last 
Sunday in praying for the Queen, Coun. 

, Parliament, Governors, &., included 
editors of the newspaper! Jt was certainly a 
novel petition to put up, but the responsibili- 
ties of editors are often as heavy as those of 
*@overnors and Councillors,’ and in that 
light the prayer is very apropos.” “ We 
accept,” says the Madras Mail, quoting the 
above, “the compliment in the spirit in 
which it is offered. “ Uneasy lies the head” 
that has to concoct leading articles, willy 
nilly, at a moment’s notice, day after day, 
month after month; year after year. Go- 
vernors and Councillors are, of course, the 
very salt of the earth; but what, and where 
would the world be without its Editors ? 
Possibly some mercenary journalists would 
prefer the prompt payment of subscriptions 
to gratuitous prayers on their bebalf. We 
plosh for such misguided brethren of our 
noble craft.” 


— 


A CORRESPONDENT writes as follows :— 


The Japan Mail cun see clearly that a little 
stricter police supervision is necessary to 


protect its own office (see its issue of the 
20th. inst. That foreigner may be attack- 
ed however, at neither a very late hour nor on 
so very lonely a road, but close to the end of 
the Bluff and just outside a native village is, 
of course, no fault of the Japanese. So it 
would appear from a dreary and would-be 
sarcastic letter in its columns last night 
commenting on which, an editorial agrees, 
saying that it is absurd to insist that the 
new road should be controlled by anything 
beyond a patrol. 

Yet while robberies and crimes of violence 
are of almost daily occurrence under the very 
noses of the police, the Mail tells us, on 
unimpeachable authority, that the guardians 
of the peace can fi leisure to visit the 
pseudo tes-houses, on the same road which 
they cannot protect after dusk, to drag 
their inmates to the police station, and 
by the application of something very like 
torture, make their unfortunate victims. 
guilty or innocent, plead to a miadlemeanour, 
Itmustbeadmitted thatfor bullying a defence- 
leas native or foreign woman, clubbing some 
poor drunken eailor, or tyrannizing over @ 
half clad or lampless jiurikeha man, the 
police have uo equals. For the more vulgar 
purpose of protecting life and property, their 
utter inefficiency is an established fact. 

By the bye, your contemporary corrects you 
for using the word “diverted”: could he, 
from the pedestal of infallibility, teach us 
the meaning of the word ‘ manhandled re 


Tue Mai-nichi Shinbun refers to the con- 
struction of a fort at Sbimoseki, and says 
that this work has been under consideration 
in the army department since last year, but 
owing to the great expense which would be 
incurred, it is not yet decided on, and will not 
be commenced at present’; but the engineering 
office of the department is urging & speedy 
prepsration of the plan so as to be in readi- 
ness. 


Tur Hochi Shinbun announces that Mr. 
Godai is said to have been struck by a large, 
sharp-pointed stone which came flying from 
a hidden place and received a serious wound 
in his side. 


Tue Choya Shinbun has the following 
item :—Small specie like 20 sen, 10 sen piece, 
&c., have been very scarce in Kobe for 
a long time; the people have not even seen 
them in circulation. But now, such small coins 
are about to be freely issued and the people 
are eager to obtain them; but of these 
coins, most of the ten sen picce are said to 
he counterfeit. 
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A Rumour ie current that a certain high 
official has frequently called at the Oriental 
Bank in Yokohama, for the purpose of mak- 
ing some arrangement to bring carrency to 
the same value as specie; but the Mat-nicht 
Shinbun says that it cannot vouch for the 
trath of the report. ‘ 


Tae Choya Shinbun, in an angry article 
translated in the Japan Herald of the 27th 
instant, alludes to the late kerosene notifica- 
tion as being purely home legislation with 
which foreign nations have no concern what- 
ever; winding up with the usual cry that if 
foreigners are permitted to interfere Japan’s 
right to legislate will be at an end, and her 
independence scattered to the winds. 

@ pin the Ohoya Shinbun down to the 
kerosene notification, and ask our esteemed, 
because usually very honest, contemporary to 
defend it on its merits ; and to refrain from 
mixing up the question with matter in 20 
wise connected with it. 


—_—_— 


Wu the Choya Shinbun explain, or give any 
good reasons in theform of instances of serious 
accidents resulting from its use which have 
occurred, why the government should, after 
permitting the trade in kerosene without the 
least demur for ten years or so, suddenly 
interdict it in such a manner that, if the 
notification is carried into effect, must entail 
very beavy loses upon those who have 
engaged in s trade made lawful and proper 
by treaty stipulations and commercial 
uguage P 


Wuewn the Ohoya Shinbun raves about the 


“independence” of Japan, what does it mean? 
Does our contemporary intend to assert that 
“ independence” means an utter contempt 
for all the decencies which are supposed to 
govern the intercourse of nations aa of in- 
dividuals; and a reckless disregard of the 
rights and property of others who, having 
trusted to the good faith of the Japanese 
government, suddenly find themselves de- 
ceived ? 

Those who talk in this most unreasonable 
manner about Japanese independence, should 
remember that others who have trusted to 
the honour of Japan, and the inviolability 
of the treaties of commerce, whose rights 
ave invaded, must take those measures the 
law of nature dictates to protect their in- 
dependence from invasion and eventual de- 
struction. 


Tug treaties provide that foreigners and 
Japanese may freely buy, sell, keep, use, 
resell, and, in fact, do whatever they like with 
all or any commodities not contraband. Let 
the Choya Shinbun mark the qualification. 
Contraband means prohibited; and if Japan, 
one party to the treaty, can, without the 
consent. of the other party, on her own mo- 
tion, declare all or any class of goods to be 
contraband, the substantial effect of the kero- . 
sene notification, the whole foreign trade 
js at the mercy of this country, and the 
treaties become mere paper snares to entrap 
the unwary. 


—— ee 


Ir this simple and plain reasoning has no 
effect upon the Choya Shinbun, that journal 
will take up @ position which comes to this, 


| If the kerosene notification was issned after 


“fall consideration of all the surrounding 


circumstances, and is intended to be put in 
force in defiance of public opinion, the_‘‘in- 
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dependence” of Japan resolves itself into 
contemptuons indifference for the rights of 
others, and of the international obligations 
imposed upon all parties to the treaties. 

- Ir the Japan Mail is right, and no doubt it 
has good grounds for the statement that the 
testing of kerosene oil is to be entrusted to 
the police, the recent kerosene notification is 
but another evidence of what has been re- 
marked before, that every new Japanese 
regulation affecting foreigners is open to the 
fatal objection of being so framed as to assist 
and benefit the rogue at the expense of the 
honest man. 

In the first place, the police are wholly 
incompetent to perform the operation of test- 
ing either the flashing or burning point of 
kerosene ; and their experiments will perhaps 
be infinitely more dangerous than the use of 
the commonest oil would be in properly con- 
structed lamps. 

In the second place, the pay the police 
receive is too small to ensure honesty in the 
lowest menial servant, and is utterly inade- 
quate for any official charged with the care 
of the public peace and property. Not the 
slightest confidence is felt in the police even in 
the execution of their ordinary routineduty ; 
and that they should be entrusted with the in- 
spection of a valuable import about. which 
teby know nothing, is an untenable proposi- 
tion. Should such a thing come to pasa, the 
bribe of a few yen which the dishonest im- 
porter or purchaser will not scruple to offer, 
nor the police to receive, will pass whole 
cargoes of inferior oil; while good oil in the 
hands of the honest merchant who will not 
stoop to these degrading and dishononrable 
practices, will be condemned. 


Ir anything were wanted to show tho 
hasty manner in which the kerosene oil 
notification was prepared, it is the utter 
absence of any indication of the method 
in which the tests should be applied, 
and the officials who are to act as exami- 
ners. The Mail alludes to an import 
of about ‘a million gallons per annum.” 
The quantity is nearer ten million gallons, 
packed in cases each containing two five- 

lion tins, This gives two million packagos 
‘or examination; and how and when the 
policemen of to-day are to get through the 
task is more than we can answer. The only 
proper method woald be the appointment, 
at each of the ports where oil is imported, 
of competent men who, like Mr. H. .M. 
Miller, the customs appraiser, should pos- 
sess the confidence of all concerned, and 
whose position and remuneration raise him 
above suspicion. On the landing of kerosene, 
cases should be taken at random out of each 
cargo-boat load, and if the test proves satis- 
factory the lot should be passed. If any 
grounds for suspicion arise the test could be 
extended, if necessary, to every case; but it 
should be distinctly understood that when 
the oil bas once passed the customs it-bas 
complied with government requirements, and 
is not to be subjected to the capricious and 
utterly untrustworthy interference of a 
parcel of Ioys in uniform, receiving wages 
ranging from six to ten yen currency per 
month, 


Finay, we once more call the attention of 
the Choya Shinbun to the fact that kerosene 
is not an English article of export. It comes 
over from the United States, a nation that 
has always treated Japan with the utmost 
generosity and consideration: and that any 


diplomatic representations, when they be- 
come necessary, will emanate from the United 
States legation in a form in which all other 
representatives who have the general good of 
all, Japanese included, at heart, have con- 
curred. 


Tue Chiugai Bukka Shinpo gives the fol- 
lowing particulars concerning the Union 
Silk Depét Company which will commence 
business on the 1st. prox. 

The Union Silk Depét Company has been 
established at Honcho Rokuchome, Yoko- 
hama, with a limited capital of 100,000 yen 
for tho purpose of storing raw, floss, and 
other silk. 

Merchants engaged in the trade of raw 
and other silks with foreign houses are alone 
eligible to join the company. 

The company provides safe and spacious 
godowns wherein goods deposited may be 
insured against fire. It receives goods from 
the producing districts for sale in Yokohama 
to native and foreign merchants, as well as 
for those who buy silk and convey it to 
Yokohama for their own business. 

The quantity to be kept by oach merchant 
in his own house for sample is not to exceed 
one lale of each kind of silk. Goods pur- 
chased in port by members of the company to 
be deposited in the godowns. 

The company farnishes a room for the 
examination of silk, with requisite inetra- 


ments for testing the strength, size, weight, 
elasticity, &c. 

When any silk def sited in the company’s 
godowns has been sold the interchange of 
goods for money is to be made at the offices. 
Weights used are to be of English pattern, 
the tare being of cotton cloth for all except 
waste and flosa silk ; for the latter any tare 
may be used. 

The compary hold themselves responsible 
for the safe keeping of goods deposited in 
their godowns and bind themselves to make 
good any losses fairly attributable to faulty 
constroction of buildings or neglect on the 
part of its servants. 

The following foes will be charged by the 
company :— 

For examination of each balo of raw 

silk deposited... ... 0... 
Storage of do. per bale... ... 
Examination of each bale of other 

kinds of silk ... 

» Storage of do. per bales 


” 


” 


Tue Japan Herald is particularly lenient in 
its allusions to the slanderer who, under the 
cloak of anonymity, refers to “a brace of 
“ English journals, which have never lost an 
“ opportunity to malign the Japanese, or de- 
“ fame their country.” : 

To all such calumniators, and to “ E.S.M.” 
in particular, we say, produce rengonable 
proof to support your assertion, otherwise, as 
Sir Toby Belch sai! to Fabian, “ ‘hou —— 
in thy throat.” 


Tue Katimon-kan, says the Hochi Shinbun, 
which has been under construction at the 
Yokosuka dock, is completed with the ex- 
ception of boilers. She will be launched 
some time during November. 


YesterDaY morning a sailing ship was 
launched at the dock at Ishikawashima be- 
longing to Mr. Hirano. She was constructed 
by the order of Mr. Tatsuma Kichizayemon, 
a celebrated sake brewer at Nighinomiya in 


Settsu, and is the largest and strongest ship 
ever built at the dock. Her length is 180 
feet, breadth 21 foet, depth 18 feet, and 
her tonnage 529. 


THE same paper says that the capital of 
the Kwansei Boyeki Shokwai is to be one 
tuillion yen, of which 500,000 yen are to be 
raised in Osaka, 100,000 yen in Tokio, and 
the remainder in other parts of Japan. 
50,000 yen, that is, ten por cent. of the sam 
proposed to be rained in Osaka, waa already 
subscribed on June 3rd Inst, and it is now 
proposed to establish branch offices in Kobe, 
Nagasaki, Hakodate, and Shanghai, and also 
to raise 100,000 yen in Tokio. 

Tue Mainichi Shinbun refers to a rumour 
that the Boyeki Shokwai in Yokohama has 
been reported to have borrowed money from 
some German firms. It intends to establish 
large godowns in Tokio ir congert with a 
certain government department and some 
Germans, for the purpose of receiving goods 
deposited. 


Tue Nicht Nichi Shinbun extracts the 
following item from the Hochi Shinbun :— 
A rumonr. is current to the effect that the 
Chinese government are inclined to settle the 
difficulty with Japan in connection with 
Loochooan affairs, by appealing to arms. 
They intend to send a messenger to this 
country demanding satisfaction for the action 
of the Japanese government towards Loo- 
choo, and on the other side, government 
intend to send H. E. Inouye to China as an 
ambassador on a similar errand. 

Tue Nichi Nichi Shinbun announces that 
great excitement has been raised among the 
young people of Tottori by the transactions 
of the Kaitakushi, and the police authorities 
there are making exertions to prevent them 
from openly breaking out. 

Tue Hochi Shinbun says that in the Hok- 
kaido there are a great many bears, wolves, 
wild dogs, and crows, which are destractive 
to lives and crops in the island, and the Kai- 
takushi has offered prizes to those killing 
these creatures, at the following rate :—7 


_|for one bear, 5 yen for one wolf, 50 sen for a 


wild dog, and 4 sen for a crow. The result 
is from the tenth fiscal year to the thir- 
teenth fiscal year of Meiji. 


Kitrep. Prizgs. 
Bears 279 ... yen 1,335.00 
Wolves... 4) ome 97.00 
Wild dogs... 459... 4, 22.75 
Crows... ... 28,897... ,, 985.88 
Eggs of crows... 4,275 ....,, 171.00 


Tur same paper announces that at 1 a.m. 
yesterday, fire broke out at No. 7 Nishitake- 
cho, Hongo-ku, Tokio, when about 60 houses 
were burned. It was extinguished by about 
3.10 a.m. 


Excouracen by the temporal success of 
the Argus, the Portuguese residents have 
resolved upon what may truly be termed a 
‘desperate’ enterprise, which however much 
it may say for their energy and sociahility, does 
not speak very highly for their wisdom. The 
scheme now under discussion is the formation 
of aclub, which it is proposed to call tle 
“Sociedade Portugueza,” and our contem- 
porary, from whose columns we glean these 
particulars, is very liberal in his approbation, 
and considers it, to use his own expression, 
‘a sublime idea.’ According to the circolar 
published, meeting was to have been held 
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yesterday afternoon at 2 r.m., but we are un- 
able to say with what result. We must confess 
inability to sce what expectations of success 
can be entertained by the promoters of the 
scheme, who can only hope for the support 
of, at the most, half of their fellow residents, 
who number in all forty-five; and it is easy 
to foretell the end of a club consisting of 
twenty-two or twenty-three persons. 


Wuen will some benefactor of his specics 
resume the importation of Swedish or Danish 
matches? The manufacture of this useful 
article of every one’s daily life seemed espe- 
cially suitable to Japaneso ingenuity, and for 
some time the result of their industry was in 
every way satisfactory, until importation 
lessened and the wholesome stimulus of 
competition was withdrawn. Now, instead 
of the cheap and trustworthy Sakkerhet 
Tandstickor, a match that can be lighted 
ander any circumstances, indeed we question 
if even a typhoon wonld prevent the fulfil- 
ment of the object of its creation, we have 
the abominable Japancse imitation. The 
matches now in use are of the worst possible 
description ; the materials are bad ; the wood 
undergoes no preparation with kerosene wax 
or any other substance to insure its speedy 
ignition ; the tipping of the matches is either 
useless as an agent of ignition, or it flies in 
all directions when struck, setting on fire 
everything near it except the match itself. 
Rarely if ever can a light be obtained before 
the twelfth or fifteenth match, and when a 
flame uppoars the greatest care is necessary 
to get the wood thoroughly alight, the 
faintest puff of air at once extinguishing it. 
These trials of patience and tempor are in- 
tolerable, and if the Japanese cannot make 
even a serviceable match by all means let 
the import of au article much wanted be 
resumed. 

By the way, as kerosene oil which flashes 
below 120° is dangerous, what have the 
authorities to say to the villainonsly porilous 
articles called matches; the self-acting in- 
eendiaries of Japan ? 


A Few days ago, by way of beguiling an 
idle hour we took up a volume of Mark 
Twain's works and stumbled across the fol- 
lowing passage :— 

“The country editor offers his advertising 
space to the public at the trifle of one 
dollar and a half of two dollars a square, 
first insertion, and one would suppose his 
‘ patrons’ would be satisfied with that. 
But they are not. They puzzle their thin 
brains to find out some still cheaper way of 
getting their wares celebrated—some way 
whereby they can advertise virtually for 
nothing. They soon hit upon that meanest 
and shabbiest of all contrivances for rob- 
bing a gentle-spirited scribbler, viz. the 
conferring upon him of a present and beg- 
ging a ‘notice’ of it—thus pitifully endca- 
vouring to not only invade his sacred 
editorial columns, but to get ten dollars worth 
of advertising for fifty cents’ worth of 
merchandise, and on top of that leave the 
poor creature burdened with a crushing debt 
of gratitude!” F 

When first we read this we exercised a 
liberal spirit of charity and large-heartedness 
towards tradesmen in general, and declined to 
believe that any of them would have recourse 
to such mean dodges to evade advertising 
fees. We took for granted that the great 
Amorican humourist was perpetrating what 
Artemus Ward calls a “goak” on his un- 


suspecting readers. During the past week, 
oar child-like confidence in the integrity of, at 
| least, one class of tradesmen has been rudely 
‘shaken; we have received through the post 
‘two packets of tobacco from the manufac- 
, turers, who will probably expect in return half 
a column of fulsome editorial compliments. 
| Not if we know it. Besides bow do they know 
we are addicted to the “noxions weed” ? 
as far as they are aware we might be most 
tigid anti-tobacconists, whom any attempt to 
test their wares might lay on a bed of sick- 
ness. At any rate, they have reckoned with- 
out their host; we are not in the habit of 
receiving payment in. kind for ‘ notices.” 
If they desire to puff their patent “long 
cut,” our advertising columns are open to 
them for the purpose on the same terms as 
they are to the rest of the world. 


‘Tre Union Silk Depot Company will com- 
mence operations on the Ist instant. The 
capital will, we understand, be utilized for 
advances on silk deposited in the company’s 
godowns awaiting the rush of foreign buyers, 
who are expected in immense numbers on 
the morning of Tburaday next. Should 
foreigners show any diffidence or hesitation 
about payment of the prices demanded, they 
will be politely shown to the door; and the 
silk will be packed and shipped by the Boyeki 
Shokwai for realisation abroad for the benefit 
of the producer. 


Tue Hochi Shinbun says that on the 27th. 
instant H.E. Ito called at H.E. Sanjo’s re- 
sidence and bad a conference with him; on 
the next day all the sangi and secretaries of 
the cabinet, assembled at H.E, Sanjo’s house 
and held a long consultation. It is said, 
that the business was connected with the 
Hokkaido affair. 


A TELEGRAM has been received to the effect 
that His Imperial Majesty the Mikado left 
Awomori yesterday in the imperial yacht, 
for the Hokkaido. 


Ir has been notified by the war department 
that salutes to the sons of His Royal High- 
ness the Prince of Wales, shall be conducted 
in the same way as recently to the Prince of 
Germany. 


We learn that one of the government 
departments subscribes for three hundred 
copies of an Kuglish newspaper published in 
Yokohama; and that these copies are sub- 
sequently sent free by post to prominent 
personages in Europe and the United States. 
The desire to instruct foreign opinion on the 
vondition of affairs in Japan is very com- 
mendable; and shows that the government 
are not so bitterly opposed to criticism as 
one of our contemporaries at least would have 
us believe. Of the truth of the report we have 
some flashes of doubt, although similar tran- 
sactions are on record ; and the only manner 
in which the question can be settled is to as- 
certain which journal is the lucky recipient of 
government money. For ourselves we deny 
‘it upon honour, Perhaps the Herald will, as 
this is a matter affecting the integrity of 
the press as a body, do the same. The 
Japan Mail, as we all know, has already 
emphatically devied the ramour that it is in 
receipt of any assistance or support from 
‘the government of Japan. 

,, When the Herald has done what we believe 
it will do in its own interest, the circle of 
denial will be complete, for the Muil can 


have no possible objection to again, and more 
expressly, repudiate the imputation embodied 
in this distressing ramour, 


Ir two persons submit a question in dis- 
pute between them to an arbitrator, they do 
so upon their faith in the honour of 
the persen selected to fill the office of 
judge. If one party should eventually find 
that the arbitrator is in receipt of a fixed 
stipend from the other party, would his con- 


fidence be in any manner shaken ? 

The press in this little place is compelled, 
by sheer force of circumstances, to act in 
many cases the part of arbitrator in the con- 
sideration of questions arising betweon native 
and foreigner, ils decision frequently guiding 
public opinion into the right path, and en- 
lightening both parties on the merits of an 
action they are naturally unable, from want 
of timo and other causes, to examine for 
themselves. So long as the press is inde- 
pendent, opinions of this sort are useful ; but 
the moment it enters the pay of a party it 
becomes obnoxions to the harshest criticism, 


and open to the severest suspicion of mala 
fides. 


WE regret, to learn that official informa- 
tion bas been received that our mnch-dreaded 
enemy cholera, has broken ont in Kagoshima 
and the vicinity, and is rapidly spreading. 
The province of Kagoshima provided the 
earliest cases of the fearful epidemic which 
commenced in 1877, lulled in 1878, and 
broke out in Osaka and spread through- 
out the country. with awful virulence in 
1879. We trust the local boards of health, 
which did such effective service in 1879, will 
be reformed without delay. For the rest we 
have every confidence in the earnest purpose 
of the government; and it will be our daty 
and pleasure to cooperate with them in every 
way in the measures that may be adopted to 
stem the spread of the disease. 


In a paragraph reproduced some time ago 
in the Yokohama newspapers, one of our 
American contemporaries stated as a proof of 
the advance made by the Japanese in the arts 
of civilization that a journal called the Z’cho 
du Japon was being written and published in 
Tokio by certain Japanese who understood 
French, and that this journal was circulated 
solely amongst the Japanese. But what the 
writer thought a still stronger, and more im- 
portant proof was the publication by the War 
Department at Tokio of a polyglot dictionary 
intended principally for the use of the military 
and naval officers. Both these assertions were 
thought to be the ontcome of the vivid 
imagination of the writer, but sccording 
to the Echo du Japon, (not the one mentioned 
in the paragraph iu question) the dictionary 
does exist, it having been published in 1880. 
Its existence was, however, kept a profound 
secret, and it was only through the indiscre- 
tion of some officials attached to the European 
legation that it becume known, The Echo, 
which ie in possession of a copy, states that it 
is a volume of about one thousand pages and is 


}in French, German, English, Dutch and Japa- 


vese in the order named. It contains only 
technical terms employed iu the army and 
navy, and has been compiled principally for 
the interpreters of the stuff office, and the 
bureaux of ministers of war and marine. 
In addition to the letter press there aro 
cighteen copper-plates, containing two hundred 
‘fairly well executed illustrations of the 
arms of all ages, from the sling to those 
in use at the present time, &., &. It 
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certainly seems strange how a work of such 
difficulty and magnitude should have been 
published without even our native contem- 
poraries hearing of it, but when it is known 
that the work is little more than a translation 
from one of the four languages into Japanese it 
will be less surprising. Such however seams to 
be the case. It is a translation of a dictionary 
published in 1867 by a Dutch military officer 
in French, German, English and Dutch, Of 
course it was a somewhat difficult task to find 
equivalents in Japanese for the technical words 
and if correctly done will be creditable to those 
who assisted in tho translation. It is however 
extremely difficult to ascribe any reason for 
the great secrecy observed in connection with 
this work, which, unless some weighty reason 
can be given by those interested is, to say the 
least, extremely childish. 


By a telegram, we learn that His Imperial 
Majesty the Mikado arrived at Sapporo at 9 
p.m. the day before yesterday. 


Tue Choya Shinbun says :— We hear that 
on the 28th. of last month a telegram, from a 
minister accompanying the Mikado to the 
north, was received by a certain high official 
in Tokio, to the effect that after some consi- 
deration, the sale of the properties of the 
Kaitakushi was stopped. We caunot vouch 
for the truth of this rumour; we simply give 
it for what it is worth. 


Tus Nichi Nichi Shinbun remarks :—When 
the sale of the properties of the Kaitakushi 
was first discussed by the cabinet, H. E. Sano 
minister of the finance department disagreed 
with it and expressed his opinion that it would 
be better to leave the Kaitakushi in its present 
state, than to sell the factories, etc. to a few 
favoured merchants for their private conveni- 
ence, A rumour is now current that the pro- 
posed sale has been abandoned, which rumour 
we referred to the day before yesterday, there- 
fore it seems that H. E. Sano’s proposition was 
accepted. It is also said, Mr. Kuroda sent a 
telegram to Mr. Yasuda, first secretary of the 
Kaitakushi, the day before yesterday, ordering 
him to leave Tokio at once for the Hokkaido. 


Tus Nichi Nichi Shinbun remarks :—The 
time for the arrival of silk warm’s eggs at 
Yokohama is approaching ; the first supply of 
them will probably be here about the 20th. inst. 
It is said that silk merchants are rather dis- 
couraged at the prospects of their business. 
Some Italian merchants arrived at Yokohama a 
few days ago and are waiting to purchase the 
first eggs which arrive, 


Tue Nichi Nichi Shinbun has the follow- 
ing items :— 

HE, Inonye, minister of the foreign de- 
partment who has been spending some time 
at the mineral springs of Arima in the island 
of Itsuku, has been hastily called back by the 
government and will probably be in Tokio 
to-morrow. It is said he will be sent to 
Europe. i 

Admiral Yenomoto is said to have sent, or 
intends to send, & memorial to the govern- 
ment with regard to the proceeding of the 
Kaitakushi. 

In March next, an exhibition will be held 
of products, and fish in salt and fresh water, 
and as the Hokkaido is to take the chiof part 
iu it, preparations are already being made in 
the Kaitakushi, 


Tue Akebono Shinbun remarks :—We hear 
from one who has recently received a com- 
munication from Peking, that Li-Hung-Chun 
made great exertions to establish a friendly 
relation between China and Japan when 
negotiations were first made between these 
countries ; it may therefore be said, that 
through his influence, the existing treaty was 
concluded. Soon after, there ensued the ex- 
pedition to Formosa, and the Loochooan and 
Korean affairs, which the Chinese felt to be 
injuries inflicted by the Japanese upon their 
hovour. Li-Hung-Chung is held responsible 
by his brother officials for the events follow- 
ing the treaty. He is said to have decided 
to advocate war for settling the Loochooan 
difficulty. 


Tue same journal says that owing to some 
absurd custom observed by foreigners 
in silk transactions, native silk traders 
consulted together nnd have decided not to 
take any silk to foreign honses but to sell 
the stock at their own shops: we are also 
informed that foreigners have held a con- 
sultation among themselves and have deter- 
mined to oppose the measure adopted by 
native merchants, by discontinuing the sale 
or purchase of silk in Yokohama and carry- 
ing on their business at Tsukiji. It is said 
that they instead to build a great establish- 
ment there. 


Tae Choya Shinbun says:—From January 
of next year, the new criminal code and 
the code of criminal procedure will be in 
force. A meeting of the chief judges of all 
the saibansho will be summoned at the 
judicial department, and then a new chief 
judge of each saibansho will be appointed by 
the minister of the department. 


Tue suggestion in the Japan Herald of 
yesterday, to the effect that a anni Trecep- 
tion should be accorded to Sir Harry Parkes, 
H. B. M. minister on his return to Japan 
after an absence of two years, is well worthy 
of being followed up. Some months ago we 
privately made the same suggestion to seve- 
ral of the older residents who seemed to 
enter warmly into the project, but before 
taking any steps in the matter the general 
opinion waa that nothing should be done 
until something definitive was known about 
Sir Harry Parkes’s movements. Nothiog 
certain is yet before the public, but as Sir 
Harry Parkes’s absence was understood to 
be for about two years, and Mr. Kennedy 
has received his appointment to St. Peters- 
burgh, the return of our very popular minis- 
ter may be looked for before the 15th. of 
October. 

We, thereforo, very cordially second the 


proposition of our contemporary thal, » meet. 
ing should be convened to determine the 
manner in which Sir Harry Parkes should be 


welcomed on his return to Japan; and take 
the liberty of adding that the wiser, and 
probably the more correct method of proceed- 
ing will ba to call together dozen of the 
older residents of all nationalities in private 
meeting, to constitute those gentlemen a pre- 
liminary committee, to raise the necessary 
subscriptions, and finally submit to a general 
meeting of subscribers the form of ceremonial 
proposed to be observed. If this plan be 
adopted thore is little doubt the suggestion 


for Sir Harry Parkes, are desirous of expres- 
sing their sense of his past great services, 
and of the calumnies and persecution to 
which he has lately been subjected. 


THe Ohoya Shinbun refers to a report from 
Shimane-ken, which says that the crop of 
rice in Inaba and Hoki, promises to be 
abundant this season, and that its price, 
which has gradually fallen since the end of 
last month in those provinces, now stands at 
6 yen per koku. 


Tue Hochi Shinbun says that Mr. Nakano 
Goichi, who has been a member of the 
Fajita’s company, has withdrawn himself 
from it and joined the Kwansei Boyeki 
Shokwai of which he has become manager. 
He intends, it is said, to engage in the trade 
of the Hokkaido. 


Tue Nichi Nichi Shinbun says, that specie 
being insufficient to meet requirements in a 
certain government department, an applica- 
tion has been made to foreigners in Yoko- 
hama to purchase 100,000 yen. If sucha 
deficiency exists the government had better 
not sell specie for the present. We are not 
aware which department the rumour refers 
to. 


WE have frequently connected upon the ut- 
ter inefficiency of the Yokohama police whom 
we pay for so heavily. An incident occurred 
on Tuesday night which only confirms what 
has been reiterated over and over again. 
Mr. V. de Bavier, a gentleman but recently 
arrived from home, was returning from 
Negishi on horseback at about half past nine. 
When approaching where the makes a 
bend and a dip from the race course, he saw 
three men draw themselves up across the 
voad, so as to prevent his passing them. He 
challenged them loudly bat received no 
teply, and therefore fired a shot from a 
revolver, which he luckily carried, up into 
the air. The men then disappeared only 
to rush out upon him a_ short dis- 
tance further on from the thick sha- 
dow of the bank. They seized the 
pony’s reins and backed the animal, when 
the rider again used his revolver, and the 
frightened animal, terrified by tho reports 
bolted clear from his assailants, one of whom 
had already inflicted « small wound doubt- 
lessly with a short Japanese sword on Mr. 
de Bavier’s leg. As the pony bolted one man 
fell, but it is impossible to say whether from 
the result of a shot, or the rush of the pony. 
When he had succeeded in controlling the 
auimal he returned to the scene of the attack, 
but the fallen man and his accomplices had 
disappeared. We believe the police have 
been commuonicated with, but do not antici- 
pate anything more will be heard of the 
tuffinns who no doubt have the same opinion 
of tho efficiency of the Yokohama police as 
that held by the ‘forcign residents, and felt 
certain of acting with impunity. Mr. de 
Bavier must certainly be congratulated on 
his narrow escape from robbery, if not from 
& more serious danger. 


As the S, S. Hiroshima-Maru steamed ont 
of harbour yesterday evening, flying the 
German flag forward, a salute was fired from 
H. I. G. M’s S. Hertha in honor of the 


of tho Japan Herald will mect with warm 
support from a vast majority of foreign resi- 
dents who, apart from their personal regard 


German minister who was a passenger cn 
boar the former vessel for Kobe aud Naga- 
saki, 
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Tag Nichi Nichi Shinbun says :—The minis- 
ter of Belgium in Japan has been directed by 
his government, through a telegram, to return 
to his country at once in connection with a 
treaty revision between Japan and Belgium. 


Tax same paper remarks :—In Osaka, a great 
quantity of counterfeit paper money of one yen 
and fifty sen pieces are in circulation, and they 
are manufactured with such great skill 
that everybody is deceived by them, except 
bankers and money changers. At railway 
stations such as Umeda, Kanzaki, Ibaragi, 
&c., fifty or sixty of these notes were daily 
discovered, causing great trouble and loss to 
the innocent bearers of them. About twenty 
persons have already been arrested on sus- 
picion. Osaka is always a centre from whence 
@purious paper emanates; but we hape that 
such centre will not be removed towards the 
onat. 


Tur Britieh clipper bark Forward Ho, Capt. 
Wade arrived yesterday morning from London, 
and is detained at the outer anchorage, having on 
board a quantity of cartridges and gunpowder ; 
this vessel made the quickest time last year 
viz. 112 days and has eclipsed all passages 
made this year viz. 115 days. 


Sous time ago, we drew attention to the 
hopelessness of expecting to find in under- 
paid Japanese policemen faithful guardians 
of our lives and properties. Indeed Japanese 
morals are not of a standard to allow us to 
expect this, and it is greatly to be doubted 
whether their European brethren of the 
lamp-poat would prove mach more trust- 
worthy if placed under the same circum- 
stances. ithout saying that an increase of 
wages would bring the force (that is, that 
of the foreign settlements) =p to a state of 
efficiency, we hold that it, in addition to judi- 
cions reorganization and reinforcement and a 
strictadherence to theregnlations, would place 
them in a better position to resist the tribes 
of petty thieves and housebreakers, who are a 
nuisance to foreign aettlers, and in whose pay 
the policemen most undoubtedly are. ra 
the affairs of the police in the open porte 
were in some way Isid before the pub- 
lio for inspection, it would no doubt 
prove beneficial in stimulating the officers 
toa ter zeal in the performance of 
their duties, than they at present seem to 
exercise ; and wonld render it more difficult 
for their aubordinates to wilfully negleet 
theirs to the same extent as at present. 
The vention of crime is a primary 
consideration in Japan, for it is in the last 
degree hopeless to expect ever to recover 
stolen goods through the agency of the 
detective force who as yet can boast 
of but few anccesses, and who seem to 

ess reactionary proclivities. In Naga- 
saki it would ap that crime, in the 
way of housebreaking, has reached an al- 
arming state. Within one week, no less 
than four robberies, not including numerous 
frustrated attempts, were committed. In one 
inatance, a safe was atolen from the bar 
room of a hotel, the thieves carrying it toa 
grave-yard on the Oura Hill, and, cutting a 
hole in the bottom, leisurely abstracted the 
contents. If other fs were needed in 
support of the share which have so 
repeatedly been made against the fidelity 
of the police, this occurrence ought to disperse 
all doubt. Our Nagasaki contemporary seems 
to share our opinions on the efficacy of the 
so-called detective force, and expresses him- 
self very strongly in his comments on these 
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robberjes. We reproduce his remarks; a 
reference to the police reports will show the 
readiness with which the policemen take 
advantage of a drunken sailor to exercise 
their cudgels on his face and body, always 
taking care to collect a sufficient force before 
attacking, to ensure success :— 


“Tn the matter of the robberies recorded 
above, we have not heard of a single arrest 
having been made by the police, nor even of the 
slightest clue having been discovered by the 
detectives: in fact, we must confess we should 
have been considerably surprised if we had. 
Of any one particular native institution 
against which the foreign residents of 
Nagasaki have more for complaint than 
another, it is that of which Mr. Kagenori 
Yamagawa is the responsible head. Rotten- 
ness, incapacity, and corruption, are words 
inadequate to express to him our candid 
opinion of its normal condition ; and it would 
also be vain of us to attempt to enlighten 
him as to the full extent of the contempt- 
ibleness in which he and his subordinates are 
held by those with whose safety (?) ‘and 
protection (?) they are supposed to be 
entrusted. 

The only conclusion that can be drawn 
from recent events is that the local police 
force must either be hand-in-hand with the 
robbers and partners in the spoil, or they are 
endowed with most unaccountably queer 
faculties. Nothing seems easier than for 
them to catch the first notes of an altercation 
between a native grog-shop keeper and a for- 
eign sailor, or a jinrikisha coolie and a 
stranger whom the former is endeavouring 
to impose an exorbitant fare upon. A crowd 
of twenty of them will rush upon the scene 
in a twinkling, to protect their meek and 
helpless countrymen from the ontrageous- 
ly overbearing foreigner. Bat when it 
comes to be a house broken into in the settle- 
ment; when a heavy piece of furniture is 
carried through the streets during the dead 
of night by a gang of burglars; when ham- 
mers and chisels are clanking at a time all 
honest people are in their beds:—tben the 
case is altered. For the time being, their ears 
refuse to hear, blindness suddenly over- 
takes them, and their tongues are mate. 
One portion of their body, however, retains 
its power of action, and that is invaria- 
bly bronght into requisition for propulsion 
at a rapid rate in an opposite direction. 

Fow, if any, will disagree with us when we 
say that it is time something was done 
to ensure better protection of property in the 
settlement than at present exists. ‘he ques- 
tion is, what cau be done? A patrol guard 
of foreigners has been suggested; but it 
will, we fear, be found impracticable. It 
would not answer the purpose, if thieves 
caught by foreigners and handed over to the 
police were, after s mock trial at the station, 
either openly discharged or secretly allow- 
ed to make their escape. And, during our 
brief experience, such cases have ocourred. 
Nothing short of absolute fear of capture, 
sooner or later, and 8 wholesome dread of the 
subsequent punishment, will deter men evilly 
inclined from following the bent of their 
inclinations. And that, at present, does not 
exist, or even the bare possibility of it.” 


Wuen the present year of grace dawned 
upon the world, its approach was regarded 
with no small amount of consternation by 
the superstitious. This was perhaps due in 
a great measuro to the “prophecy” of 
Mother Shipton which had previously been 
largely published and republished by various 


newspapers in all parts of the globe. It was 
confidently asserted that the prediction was 
uttered by the aforesaid apocryphal old soul 
about 400 years ago, and had been recovered 
from the archives of the British Museum. It 
at length turned out to bea clever forgery 
perpetrated, only as far back as 1862, bya 
second rate poetaster hailing from Brighton, 
whose name we forget, after oe. “ fore- 
told” event, except the last, had happened 
“ Poetic license” is unlimited and the condi- 
tions of rhyme are perhsps arbitrary. Having 
written :— 

“The world unto an end will come””— 
he could probably find no better line to com- 
plete the couplet than 

«In eighteen hundred and eighty-one” 


and straightway adopted it, to the great 
terror of credulous readers. So far, 1881 
has been rather barren of stirring events, 
unless the murder of the Czar of Russia, 
the death of Lord Beaconsfield, the disturbed 
state of Ireland and the attempt on the 
life of President Garfield may be consider- 
ed as such. Prophecy-mongers and their 
works are not quite extinct. Here is 
another “sell,” said to be the work of one 
Leonardo Aretino, an Italian prophet of the 
fourteenth century, which puts Mother Ship- 
ton’s to shame altogether, and is probably 
eqnally as genuine. The unpleasant fact is 
disclosed that our globe is sure of destruction 
in November 1881. The dissolution is to be- 
gin on the 15th. and last for fifteen days. 
According to Aretino the programme will be 
arranged, as follows :— 


“1st. day—Tho sea will overflow. 2nd. da: 
—The water will penetrate into the soil. 
3rd. day—Death of ull fresh-water fish. 4th. 
day—Death of sea animals. 5th. day—Death 
of the birds. 6th. day—Fall of all houses and 
buildings. 7th. day—Fall of the rocks. 8th. 
day—Earthquake. 9th. day—Fall of the 
mountains. 10th.day—Men will become 
dumb. 11th. day— The graves will open. 
12th. day—Rain of stars. 13th. day —Death 
of all mankind. 14th. day— Destruction of 
heaven and earth by fire. 15th. day—General 
resurrection and last judgment.” 

“By way of a companion picture to the 
foregoing, we may as well ive the following 
extract from the San Francisco Occident 
(a Presbyterian organ) on the same subject : 

There is much excitement in some parts of 
the East and in Canada over the supposed 
approaching dissolution of all things, and in 
some communities there is a prevalent fear 
that the last day will come some time during 
this year. The conjunction of the planets: 
the prophecies derived, as some scholars urge, 
from the great pyramid ; the appearance in 
the southern hemisphere of two comets ; the 
supposed predictions of the Bible, according 
to the peculiar figuring of certain interpreters 
of Holy Writ—have really created a veritable 
panic in a large number of minds. Up in 
Canada a large number have been preparing 
for the crack of doom, which was to come 
on the 19th. of this month (June). Nota 
few quit work and left their crops 
to fight the weeds as best they could, 
and took to praying and singing psalms 
and gelling ready in a general way 
for the grand smash-up. One man has con- 
structed an underground apartment into 
which he and his family propose to retire 
antil the surface of the earth has been burnt 
over, when they will rise ( Phoonix-like ) 
from the ashes. A number of families in 
another locality have built a raft and loaded 
it with provisions, and will pash out into the 
middle of a Jargeylako until the fire is over, 


138 


THE JAPAN GAZETTE. 


Others have conceived of similar plans.|have excited alarm among the people by pre- 


Thore, however, who had set the 19th. inst., 
(June) as ‘the day of wrath, that dreadful 
day’ have met with a very great but very 
pleasing disappointment. That day has come 
and passed but the old earth is here yet, and 
is likely so to remain for a great many hun- 
dred years.” 
After this, we may well ask what next ? 


Mccn as our American cousins are inclined 
to boast of the importance of everything 
belonging to them, they are not unmindfal 
of the old country. The New York Sun gives 
the following interesting statistics relating to 
London, drawing a parallel and a contrast 
between it and their own metropolis :— 


“The late English census shows that Lon- 
don has been gaining rapidly in population 
during the last ten years. It now contains 
8,814,571 inhabitants, or 560,311 more than 
in 1871. Its increase was only a little over 
17 per cent, and yet so vast was its popula- 
tion in 1871 that during the ten years it has 
added to that total in actual numbers more 
people than onr thriving city of Chicago now 
contains, and nearly as many as are included 
in Brooklyn, the third city of the Union in 
size.” 

TuE papers received by the incoming French 
mail contain many graceful tributes to the 
memory of the late Dean of Westminster. 
.Probably there are but few here who have 
ever had the pleasure and privilege of listening 
to his earnest, eloquent addresses in the grand 
old Abbey he loved so well, but those few will 
fondly and sadly remember the small figure, 
crowned with the black skull cup, and the 
classic features, ashen, yet placid with the 
content of a well-spent life, which seemed to 
awe his hearers, and to add solemnity to bis 
words. One who heard him preach only a 
short time before his death thus writes :—‘ At 
last the final burst of the anthem rose, and 
the Dean, escorted by his verger, passed from 
his stall up the aisle and mounted the pulpit. 
Dean Stanley looked very old. It was five 
years and more since I had seen him, and in 
that interval he had aged with more than ordi- 
nary rapidity. He was but 66 years of age, yet 
was more wintry in appearance than many 
man ten years in advance of him on the great 
journey. Always in stature and frame much 
under the average measurement, he now, grey, 
withered and stooping, seemed quite frail, as 
if o puff of wind would waft him away. 
The voice too had lost its fibre. Thongh 
never strong or resonant, it used to be 
firm and melodious; it was then made 
husky by increasing infirmities. A great hush 
came over the congregation as he gave out his 
text. Bending over the cushion and smoothing 
out his rumpled MS., he, as if casually, 
remarked that he had preached the same 
sermon from the same pulpit ten years ago, 
and would like to preach it “once more.” I 
believe the idea crossed the minds of many, who 
were thinking about the matter at all, not 
excluding the venerable Dean himself, that the 
“once more” was prophetic. The text was 
the historical last words of the founder of 
Christianity, —“* Into Thy hands I commend my 
spirit.” Was this mere coincidence, or a pre- 


sentiment that his ministry, a8 well as his life,! 


was drawing to a close? Who shall say ? 
Tue Mainichi Shinbun has the following 
item :—We heard, sometime since, a rumour 
to the effect that the difficulty between China 
and Japan, in connection with the Loo-chooan 
affair was being revived. In case we might 
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mature reports, we have done all in our power, 
but have failed, to obtain a true account of the 
matter. It is one involving profound diplo- 
macy and is therefore kept secret. As far as 
we can learn, however, the Chinese govern- 
ment have addressed a letter on the subject to 
ours and the departure for France of General 
Oyama, minister of the war department, has 
been postponed, although it was decided that 
he should be ambassador to that country. 
Another rumour is current to the effect that 
Mr. Inouye is about to proceed to China on an 
embassy. Our reporter has just informed us 
that Mr. Ito, and not the gentleman above- 
named, will undertake the mission to Peking. 

Tue Nichi Nichi Shinbun remarks :—The 
new ¢riminal code and the code of procedure 
are to bo in force from January next ; some 
inconvenience is anticipated from enforcing 
these new codes, unless the new civil code 
be adopted at the same time. Mr. Boissonade 
and the committee, to whom the work of draw. 
ing the ]ast named code has been entrusted, 
are said to be busily occupied in completing 
it but the task will not be accomplished during 
this year. 


TELEGRAPHIC communication with the China 
ports is still interrupted. The repairing 
steamer has reached the point where the Naga- 
saki-Gutzlaaf cable is broken, so it may be 
expected that communication with Gutzlaaf 
and probably with Shanghai also, will be re- 
established to-day. The Siberian route to 
Europe is in working order. 


Tar Hochi Shinbun refers to a communica- 
tion from Yamagata ken. It says that rice 
crops this season seem extraordinarily good, 
and are perhaps the most satisfactory since 
the first year of Meiji. The height of rice 
plants is 4 feet and a half, and each ear con- 
tains about three hundred grains; perhaps 
the total quantity of rice in Dewa, Oshu, 
Yechizen, Yetchu, and Yechigo, ready for sale, 
after supplying their own people, will amount 
to 5,000,000 koku, of which about 360,000 
are to be sent to Tokio for consumption, 
and about 100,000 to Kioto and Osaka, 
all other town being supplied by their local 
crops. What will become of the remaining 
upwards of four millions koku of rice? Is 
this quantity to be used for saké brewing ? 
We are very anxious to know how much is 
usually consumed for that purpose. 

Tus Hochi Shinbun refers to an increase of 
revenue of the Kaitakushi. It says that tho 
sum of taxes on products has realised a total 
of 201,804,206 yen over and above the estimat- 
ed amount. 


In reply to the letter of ‘* Romulus” which 
appeared in our issue of the Ist. inst., the 
editor of the Argus says :—* that the dictum 
of “ Romulus” is not vow populi, or even the 
voice of the Portugese community ; he declines 
to take any notice of the nonsense proclaimed 
by the grandson of Troas, king of the Alba- 
nians, first king of Rome.” 


Tne Argus publishes a circular from the 
Consul for Portugal, relative to the prevalonce 
of cholera in Kagoshima, in which he strongly 
recommends Portugese subjects to abstain 
from visiting that district. 

THE same paper, in its issue of yesterday, 
devotes a leading article to the subject of the 


[proposed Portugese club, and animadverte)in 


strong terms on the “storm in a tea-kettle ” 
which, it says, has been raised by the suggestion. 
Attention is also called to a supposed irregular- 
ity, it occurred in the election of a member 
of the committee. There were seventeen pre- 
sent ; one candidate scored eleven votes and an- 
other eight, total nineteen. Does it not oecar to 
our worthy contemporary that two persons, 
through absence of mind, or some other cause, 
might have voted twice? The discrepancy does 
not matter much; when an uneven number 
vote there is bound to be at least a majority of 
one. A tie is impossible. 


Mosr of our readers will remember the uni- 
versal feeling of sorrow which was caused here 
upwards of eleven years ago by the melancholy 
fate of the U. 8. S. Oneida, which veesel 
was run down on 24th. January 1870 
by the P. & O. 8. 8. Bombay a little to 
the northward of the Kanonsaki light-house 
off Saratoga Spit. The ill-fated ship hed two 
hundred and three officers and men on board 
out of whom only sixty three survived. As 
was said at the time by a contemporary, 
“nothing more touching could be conceived 
than the picture of that devoted vessel firing 
at intervals as the water gained on her, (both 
signal guns and rockets were discharged but to 
no purpose) while the only care of the band of 
heroes, in whose guardianship she was placed, 
was to save the lives of their men, and die at 
their posts. History has no more noble deeds 
than these, and if America, at that time, was 
plunged in grief at the loss of some of her 
bravest sons, she may have derived consolation 
from thelines which recorded with profound 
sorrow and admiration how nobly they died.” 
The United States nation at least will re- 
echo the words of Scripture not inaptly in their 
case :—* their bodies are buried in peace 
but their name liveth for evermore.” We have 
thought well to refer thus briefly to this sad 
catastrophe, because we have just received 
intelligence that the wreck of the Oneida was 
successfully blown up yesterday with dynamite. 
The task was undertaken and executed by Mr. 
Masuda Mankichi, an enterprising person 
who is well known here. Should we receive 
further particulars they will be published 
later on. We cannot refrain from expressing 
regret that more publicity was not given of 
the intended operation, as we feel sure that 
many would have been only too glad to have 
been present to witness the attempt. 

Tur Nichi Nichi Shinbun received a report 
from Korca last night to the effect, that a great 
disturbance occurred at Fusan in that country 
on the 18th. of August last. Our contemporary 
promises to give a full account of the affair 
to-morrow. 


Tur Al-ebono Shinbun announces :—Counter- 
feit fifty sen notes have been recently detected 
here and there in the provinces of Kiushu, but 
they are not confined to that locality as they 
have appeared in the capital. The authorities 
are endeavouring to discover from whence they 
emanated. 


WE are informed that His Excellency Vice 
Admiral G. O. Willes C.B. commanding the 
China station is expected to arrive here on 
or about the 18th. or 20th, inst. in H. M. 8. 
Vigilant, 


—_—_— 


Tur China squadron will probably be here 
on the 23rd. inst. It is composed of the fol- 
lowing ships of war :—Albatross, Comus, Qura- 
coa, Encounter, Flying Fish, Mosquito, Pegasus, 
Swift-and Zephyr, 
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Pustic attention has frequently been called 
in these columns to an abuse hitherto impos- 
sible to check or punish. We allude to those 
combinations among buyers to defeat the 
real purpose of a sale by public auction, the 
realisation of the goods to the highest bond 
fide bidder. To correct practices of this 
description in England is difficult, the only 
form of proceeding that we are aware of 
being an indictment for conspiracy. The 
government of Japan show, however, an 
honest desire to put a stop to what threaten- 
ed to become # grave evil; aud foreign auc- 
tioners and their constituents will learn with 
great satisfaction that the new Criminal Code, 
to come into force on the lst January next, 
contains a clause panishing by imprisonment 
from fifteen days to three monthe, with or 
without a fine of three to fifteen yen, avy 
attempt by force or conspiracy to interfere 
with the freedom of sales by public auction. 


Ir, one of these fine mornings, we were to 
enter the Yokohama Medical Hall, and pre- 
tend to a knowledge of medicine so far as to 
dictate to the worthy proprietor of that 
establishment on the concoction of pills and 
draughts, we should probably owe it to his 
genial temper if we escaped ejection in 
summary manner. Yet there are people 
all the world over who, on the slightest pre- 
text or without any pretext at all, presume 
to enrol themselves as members of our pro- 
fession. A Rangoon contemporay, some- 
time since, stated that he had received a visit 
from one who had become the editor of a 
paper on the atrength of his having once been 
a schoolmaster, and described the individual 
as a specimen of the ‘curious crowd who eke 
ont a precarious existence on the outskirts of 
journalism.” The evidence given by self- 
styled “journalists,” now and again, in the 
London Police Conrts is far from uninstruc- 
tive. There is a class of persons who, from 
ignorance, want of energy, or vice, are 
unable to earn a livelihood as clerks or 
petty tradesmen, and who, unwilling to 
describe themselves as ‘gentlemen of no 
occupation,” which in most cases may be 
translated “loafers,” assume the title of 
journalist, deeming it sufficiently myste- 
Tious to be respectable. These men have 
really no connection with the press, and 
when asked as to the papers to which they 
contribute are at a loss to name even one. 
May be they have sent a small and unimpor- 
tant paragraph to some London daily, and 
then they ever after assert that though they 
are “not exactly on the staff” they are 
frequent contributors to such and such a 
well-known newspaper and thus impose upon 
credalous people. Now, it is well-known 
that legitimate members of the preas, though 
they are by no means ashamed of the 
generic name of journalists, rarely designate 
themselves as soch, and if not sufficiently 
well known by name, are always able to state 
the office they hold. So universally does this 
hold good, that a man who simply styles him- 
self a “journalist” may, in nine cases out of 
ten be looked upon as a loafer, and be treat- 
ed as such. 


Tue Mai Nichi Shinbun gives an account of 
a successful thief. In Osaka, the number of 
jiurikishu stolen during the half yeur ended 
July 30th. was very great, aud the police office 
there has 4,974 cases of jinrikisha thefts re- 
corded in ite books during this period. The 
theft was so successfully committed that, until 
recently, the robber was not arrested. The 
bold hero was at last captured and, when 


on trial, confessed that he had stolen about ten 
thousand jinrikisha and sold had them after 
modifying the colour or design of painting. 


Tur Nichi Nichi Shinbun refers to the report 
of a disturbance in Korea, which it promised to 
give to-day. The following is an abstract :— 
Since April last, foreign trade at Fusan in 
Korea has been daily declining and our resi- 
dente at that port have begun to feel the effects 
of this stagnation of commerce, more especially 
as they are all of a poor class, with the excep- 
tion of 32 or 33 persons who alone can be 
called by the name of merchants. Their 
sufferings have been very great. Amongst 
others, brokers are in the deepest distress 
and are therefore naturally seditious. A great 
disturbance took place on the 18th. of August 
last. On that day, four Japanese, three of 
whom were brokers, visited Kiuho in Toku- 
negi, passing over the treaty limit, for the 
purpose of settling eome monetary transaction. 
Whilst thus engaged, a quarrel arose between 
them and some Koreans; in accordance with the 
habits of Tsushima people (they belonged to 
Teushima) who appeal rather to strength than 
to reason, they knocked down the Koreans on 
the spot. This outrage brought together a large 
multitude of natives, who attacked the Japan- 
ese and seriously wounded them, but they were 
able to return in safety to Fusan. They were 
much sympathized with by other brokers who 
took to arms in order to avenge their fellow 
countrymen ; they advanced to Kiulo where the 
outrage had taken place. A lawless mob, 
about 300 in number, proceeded to the vicinity 
of Kiuho in spite great exertions on the purt 
of the consul and police force. At this place 
they were subdued at last, their leader was 
arrested, and their weapons taken away. Thus 
order was restored, but the relations between 
both people must have been injured by euch an 
action. 

Tue Choya Shinbun says that this summer 
is extraordinarily hot throughout the country ; 
in Kumamoto the thermometer showed 105° 
on the 3rd. and 4th. instant. 

Tur Hochi Shinbun heard recently that the 
head of acertain government department, a 
kwazoku who ranks amongst senators, and a 
private gentleman who formerly held a high 
post under government, with many other 
officials, have decided to urge His Majesty the 
Mikado to revoke the permission granted for 
the Kaitakushi transaction. It thinks that 
Mr. Hayakawa, a secretary of the home depart- 
ment, who left Tokio for the north some days 
ago for the purpose of meeting His Majesty 
the Mikado, and advising him to stop the 
transaction, may be a member of this party. 


We learn by telegram that His Majesty the 
Mikado arrived at Mororan at 5.50 p.m. on 
the 4th. instant, and left that place by steamer 
at 7 a.m. on the following day, for Mori. 


Tue Nichi Nichi Shinbun has the following 
items :—On the 3rd ult. we referred to a new 
civil code which is now being drawn up and 
stated that it would not be completed during 
thie year. We are now informed that the 
code in question contains between 2,400 and 
2,500 articles, of which only 500 are framed, 
and even these, as yet, are nothing but literal 
translations from the original. Therefore if the 
whole are drawn and carefully examined and 
revised 4 or 5 years will be required for com- 
pletion of the work. It will certainly not be in 
force before the 18th. or 19th. year of Meij:. 
M. Boiesnade and the committee are busily 
engaged in their arduous task. 


Raw Reports. 


In THE U. S. Consutan-Generat Court aT 
Kanagawa, JAPAN. 


Before T. B. Van Buren, Esq., Consul-General. 
Tuesday, August 80th., 1881. 
M. H. H. Raspe vs. We. CoPRLAND. 


Plaintiff, as sole agent for the sale of the 
Flensburg Brewery Co.’s beer, charges de- 
fendant with having fraudulently attached 
labels, similar to those of the Flensbarg’s Co.'s 
“Stock Beer” to bottles containing beer 
not brewed by the said company, and thereby 
cansing the plaintiff considerable damege 
and also materially injuring the reputation of 
the said company’s ‘‘ Stock Beer.” Plaintiff 
therefore petitioned that the defendant be 
enjoined from attaching such labels in future, 
and that he be ordered to pay $500 damages, 
and the costs of this suit. 

In answer, defendant acknowledges that 
a few labels similar to those of tho Flensburg 
Brewery Company, were put on bottles con- 
taining his beer, but denies that this was 
done with the intent of injuring the said 
company, or that he has sold the said beer 
since the commencement of 1880, as alleged 
by plaintiff; fails to see how, through any 
action of his, the plaintiff as agent of the 
above named company can have suffered loss, 
bat is perfectly willing to abstain from at- 
taching any such labels in future. 

Mr. Weiller appeared for the complainant. 

Mr. Weiller after reading the petition and 
answer said the only course open to the plain- 
tiff to obtain redress after receiving the 
apswer was to prosecute. 

He then called Shibuya Kojiro who was 
sworn and said:—I am an importer of for- 
eign goods, and reside at No. 107 in the 
foreign settlement. I deal in beer. I have 
bought beer from Mr. Copeland. I cannot 
tell exactly whether I have had beer with a 
label exactly the same as the one produced, 
as I cannot read English, but I think I have 
had some nearly the same. I have bought 
beer from Mr. Copeland with white labels on 
the bottles, and six small and six large bottles 
bearing labels similar to the one produced. 
I have five bottles of beer at my shop, which 
I bought from Mr. Copeland. 

The court ordered the witness to bring two 
of these bottles at 2 p.m. 

I cannot tell exactly when I bought the 
beer from Mr. Copeland, but I think it was 
during the month of July last. I don’t 
know where Mr. Copeland got the bottles. 

Mr. Weiller objected to a question put to 
witness by the court as to whether the wit- 
ness sold any bottles to Mr. Copeland. His 
Hononr overruled the objection on the ground 
that it might have some bearing on the ques- 
tion of costs. 

To the Court :—I did not sell any bottles 
to Mr. Copeland. 

Wakumateuya Kitagata warned said :—I 
am a wine and beer merchant. I have bought 
beer with a Inbel similar to the one produced, 
from Mr. Copeland. It was on the 30th of 
June last I think. 

To the Court:—I bought twent; 
bottles from him. 
got the bottles. 

To the defendant :—I have not sold any 
of the bottles. 

Suzuki Hamajiro, warned, stated :—I am 
an employé of the plaintiff. I went to the 
“ Spring Valley Brewery” to bay beer, and 


four 
Ido not know where he 


140 


THE JAPAN GAZETTE, 


I bought twenty, four bottles with a label 
the same as the one in Court. I paid for it, 
and got a receipt. 

Mr. Weiller produced a receipt and handed 
is into Court. 

That is the receipt I got for the money. 

To the defendant:—I am sure I bought 
twenty-four bottles, and that is the receipt 
for them. The bottle in court is one of 
those purchased by me of the defendant. 

Mr. Weiller objected to the defendant asking 
witness whether the bottle was of the same 
shape, as being irrevelent. 

His Honour said the defendant had a 
right to examine the witness. The evidence, 
His Hononr designated as being of the. loosest 
character. The witness swears to having 
bought twenty-four bottles of beer and in 
evidence produces a receipt for one dozen. 

To the defendant:—My master’s bottles 
are the same as the one in court. I can re- 
cognize my master’s bottles by the shape. 

A small bottle was produced which the 
witness said was not the same as his master’s, 
bat upon the question being repeated he said 
it was the same. Asked to explain he an- 
swered that he meant, that the beer was dif- 
ferent but the bottle was the same. 

To the court :—I was sent to Mr. Cope- 
land’s brewery for the beer by my master. I 
don’t remember the exact date, but it was in 
June. Some of the beer I bought from Mr. 
Copeland was drunk and some kept. 

mil. F. J. Popp was called and sworn :— 
I am in the firm of M. Raspe of Yok ohama 
We import the Flensburg Brewery Oo.’s 
beer. The company’s beer is distinguished 
from other beers by a trade-mark on the 
bottles, the same as the one on the smaller 
bottle in court. Woe are the sole importers 
of this beer. The beer in the larger bottle is 
as far as I can tell, not the same as that 
imported by us, the colour being darker. 
The label is the same, but the seal is similar 
to that on the bottles of beer imported 
by Messrs. Ahrens & Co. I sent my 
servant to buy the beer, and I am certain the 
bottle of beer I took to Mr. Weiller is one of 
those I bonght from Mr. Copeland. My 
object in sending to Mr. Copeland for the 
beer was to have evidence that he was selling 
his own beer in our bottles, such having 
been reported to us. 

No more questions being asked, Mr. Meyer- 
dircks was called and being sworn, said :— 
Tam an employé of the firm of Ahrens & Co. 
I know the “Stock Beer” made by the 
Flensburg Brewery Company. When I was 
in the country lately I was offered beer 
marked with a false label. The label was 
the same as the Flensburg Brewery Co.'s. I 
refused to buy it as I knew it was 
false, bot I took the label off in 
order to show it to Mr. Raspe. I also 
saw some falsely labeled “ Pilsener Beer” 
which is sold by Messrs. Abrens & Co. I 
did not see any at the other places I visited. 
The shape of the smaller bottle in Court is 
the same as those sold by Mr. Raspe. The 
larger bottle is different in shape. 

To the defendant :—I do not know where 
the beer came from. 


This closing the petitioner's case the defen- 
dant Copeland was sworn and stated :—I am 
the defendant in this cause. The labels on 
the bottles complained of, were brought to 
the brewery by Japanese, who requested mo 
to put them on bottles of my own beer. The 
bottles upon which I put them are not the 
same as those containing the “ Stock Beer,” 
I sell my beer in variously shaped bottles. 
Since Mr. Raspe complained to me aboat 
this, I have repeatedly refused to put on any 


more labels for Japanese, who have come to 
me with that request. 

To the plaintiff:—I have been in the 
Brewing business for eleven years. I have 
several names for my beer, but never called 
it “Stock Beer.” The receipt put in by you 
for one dozen beer is correct ; your boy got 
it from me. When he came he asked me 
particularly for a receipt. He asked to see 
the beer I had but as I refused, he asked for 
“Stock Beer,” of which I gave him one 
dozen. 

This closed the case and Mr. Weiller 
rose and addressed the court. In the course 
of his remarks he dwelt very strongly 
upon the injury done to foreign im- 
porters through the continual falsifications 
of trade-marks perpetrated by the Japa- 
nese, and which resulted in severe loss to 
the former. He asked how foreigners could 
possibly appeal for redress if one of them- 
selves were allowed to do the same thing, 
without punishment more or less severe. 
Mr. Weiller cited the consul-general’s very 
marked opinion on this subject as given in 
the consular trade returns. As to the defend- 
ant’s plea upon which he had laid some stress, 
namely, that the bottles were not of the same 
shape as those used by the Flensburg Brew- 
ery Company, could not be entertained, as 
it would, even had he merely put the labels 
on a cass, have constituted a falsification. 
On the question of reciprocity of the German 
and American laws, Mr. Weiller said the 
laws on trade-marks in Germany were much 
more severe than those of America, the 
punishment being a fine of from m. 150 to 
m. 5,000 and imprisonment not exceeding 
six months. It was not the object of his 
client to make money out of this matter, 
the small amount claimed placing him above 
suspicion of such an object, but simply to 
protect, himself and the company he repre- 
sented from such injury in the future. 

His Honour said that whatever the intend 
was, the effect was defraud the public. 

Mr. Weiller further cited several authori- 
ties on the question of damages. 

His Honour reserved judgment, which he 
said would be given in writing, remarking 
‘at the same time that he not only adhered to 
the opinions he had expressed in hia support 
and cited by Mr. Weiller, but endorsed those 
expressed by that gentlemen on the in- 
iquitousness of the falsification of trade 
marks, but was not decided as to the question 
of damages. In his opinion the chief object 
of the plaintiff is protection in the future. 

The court then adjourned. 


Thursday, 1st September, 1881. 


His Honour said the case had been re- 
opened at the court’s own motion to hear 
further testimony as to the proprietorship of 
the trade mark. 

E. F. J. Popp recalled and examined :—-I 
stated in my testimony that our house was 
the sole importer of this “‘ Stock Beer ;” since 
however, 1 have learned that this beer has 
been imported by other firms; the last con- 
signment was made to a house in Kobe in 

arch 1880, but since then we have been the 
sole importers. We sell the beer on account 
of the brewery and have taken up indents for 
them ; we also soll on our own account. We 
are, I believe, their agents, although we have 
no documents to prove that this is the 
case, bat we have sent for such, and also 
for Per of attorney. I ama German, 
but I did not know, and never heard of the 
Flensburg Brewery Company’s “Stock Boer” 
at home; but I believe they are the sole pro- 


prietors of the trade mark, a copy of which 
is in court. This beer is well known in the 
east, and the demand for it is very large, 
more especially in Singapore. 

Mr. Weiller asked whether since the case 
had been re-opened, His Honour would care to 
notice a circumstance which had only come 
under his, Mr. Weiller’s, notice since the 
cause was tried, namely that the corks with 
which the defendant had sealed the bottles 
were falsely stamped with the intention of 
deceiving the public. 

Judgment reserved. 


JUDGMENT. 
September 2nd 1881. 


Tn this proceeding the plaintiff for himself 
and as agent for the “ Flensburger Brewery 
Company” of Hamburg, Germany, seeks to 
restrain the defendant from the use-of a oer- 
tain trade mark, the alleged property of the 
said company, and to recover damages for 
the alleged illegal use of it by said defendant 
heretofore. 

The answer admits a limited use of a 
label bearing a nearly similar trade mark 
to that claimed by the Flensburger Uo., 
but denies any intent on the part of defendant 
to injury plaintiff's business, and expresses 
an entire willingness that an injunction 
issue restraining him from the farther use of 
the said mark. 

The evidence shows the use by defendant 
of the trade mark labels on a few dozen 
bottles of beer. The defendant testified that 
the labels were brought to him by Japanese, 
and were placed upon bottles by request of 
such persons. These bottles were different 
in size and shape to those used by plaintiffs 
company, and the beer was a darker oolor. 
The label also is somewhat different, but the 
latter is so nearly similar to the original as 
to deceive and defraud the public. 

An action of this character I believe has 
never been brought in Japan, and several 
important questions are involved that demand 
careful consideration. A United States 
Statute was adopted in 1870, and has been 
since amended, providing for the registration 
of trade marks, and prescribing penalties for 
their violation. 

This Statute was by the Supreme Oonrt of 
the United States in 1879 declared to be un- 
constitutional. The right then to the exclusive 
use of a trade mark, if any exists, must be 
found in the common law, and it is apon 
this that the plaintiff relies. Such a right 
the common law recognizes, and ita violation 
= be prohibited and punished. 

n this case, it is in evidence that the plain- 
tiff is the agent of the “ Flensburger Bre- 
wery Co.” a corporation existing and carry- 
ing on the manufacture of beer in Hamburg, 
Germany, and is the sole importer of auch 
beer in Japan as such agent and on his own 
account. And it is also proven that said 
“Flensbarger Brewery Co.” is the sole and 
exclusive owner of a trade mark oonsisting 
of a paper label in red and black bearing the 
words ‘Flensburg Brewery. Stock Bee 
Bottled at the Brewery ” and a peculiar device 
in white upon a black shield—and that said 
company had used said label or trade mark 
for a long time, and their beer had eatablish- 
ed for itsolf an excellent reputation and was 
largely sold in the east. No authority was 
produced from the Brewery Company au- 
thorizing the plaintiff. to commence actions 
in their behalf on account of the violation of 
their trade mark, but it appears to be well 
settled that a merchant having the exclusive 
right to sell’ an article) bearing a certain 
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‘trade mark,” is entitled to “ proceed in his 
own name ” against another who appropriates 
said trade mark without authority. (Sec. 2 
Parsons on Contracts No. 257 and note.) 

The petition alleges that the imitation and 
use of the label and trade mark referred to by 
the defendant was done by him fraudulently 
and with intent to deceive. This, as has 
been seen, the defendant denies in his answer, 
and in his testimony. 

It would seem as if the nse by a Brewery 
of atrade mark belonging to a foreign Bre- 
wery Comp»ny and used to designate a beer 
well known in this community, could scarcely 
happen without the intent to injure the sale 


of said beer, by the substitution of other beer 


in ita stead, and to reap the benefit of the 
transaction by manufacturing beer and sell- 
ing it as such foreign beer. But in this 
case I am led to believe, from the evidence, 
that, so far as the defendant is concerned, 
the proceeding was a careless and not a 
malicious one, into which he allowed himself 
to be drawn by the solicitations of some 
Japanese customers. 

I do not think however it is necessary to 
establish such frandalent inteut by evidence. 
Formerly when courts of law and equity were 
distinct tribunals, in an action for the viola- 
tion of a trade mark brought in a court of 
law, it was held necessary that such proof 
should be made, but as this court possesses 
both Inw and equity powers I am of the 
opinion that the evidence is fully sufficient in 
this case to warrant me in granting the 
prayer of the petition so far as to onjoin the 
defendant from any further use of the trade 
mark in question. 

Daring the progress of this action it 
bas more than once occurred to me to 
oe what status the plaintiff or the 
“ Flensburger Brewery Co.” would have 
in Germany as the exclusive owner of 
this trade mark. Or supposing the plain- 
tiff should bring an action here against 
one of his own countrymen, what would 
be the result? In other words what law, 
if any existe in Germany, as to the protection 
of trade marks, and if any has the plaintiff or 
the “Flensburger Brewery Co.” complied 
with such law so as to entitle either to ite 
benefits. If not it would seem to be unjust 
that a citizen of the United States should at 
the suit of a German subject be prohibited 
from doing what another German subject 
here could do with impunity. 

Bat upon reflection I have concladed to 
ignore sach considerations. 

A treaty exists between Germany and the 
United States by which it is agreed that the 
anbjects of Germany in the United States 
and the citizens of the United States in 
Germany shall be alike protected in both 
countries, and I shall assume that such pro- 
tection is fully granted. 

Bat aside from and without such Treaty if 
the ownership of a trade mark is recognized 
by the common law such ownership is entitl- 
ed to protection at the suit of a citizen or 
foreigner. 

I have said this is the first action 
brought to my knowledge in Japan for the 
protection of this peculiar property. I hope 
it may prove a step towards a full recogni- 
tion of the right of such protection through- 
out the Empire. 


Asa consular officer I have taken occa- 
sion heretofore to call the attention of my 
government to the gross abuses practised 
upon Americans and others by Japancse in 
their piracy of trade marks, by which not 
only have the owners of such devices been 
defrauded, but grave injurics have boeu and 


are inflicted upon the people of tho country 


Labels of all kinds, and more especially of 


such goods as have commended themselves 


by a world wide reputation for excellence, 
are constantly manufactured in Tokio, and 
vile and hurtful compounds are, by virtue of 
such labels, fraudulently vended ax genuine. 
It is fall time a stop should be put to this 
nefarious practice which, as I have said, is 
not only frandulent but dangerous to the 
health of the community. 

As to the damages in this particular cuse 
the evidence discloses none. 

The issue of the false labels seems to have 
been very limited. 

A rule has obtained in such cases, when 
no specific damage is proved, to award, as 
damages, the profit on all the sales frandulent- 
ly made by the defendant (Sedgwick on the 
measures of damages p. 728 n.); but in this 
case this profit, which must have heen very 
small has not boen proved. The chicf purpose 
doubtless of the plaintiff is to establish his 
exclusive right to the trade mark in question, 
by judicial decision, and this is obtained 
without the recovery of any large amount 
as damages. 

The jadgment of the court is therefore 
that the defendaut pay to the plnintiff the 
sum of ten cents as damages, for the illegal 
use of his trade mark, and that he, snid 
defendant be, and he is hereby enjoined 
and restrained from the further use of the 
said label and trade mark of the “ Flens- 
burger Brewery Co.,” or any imitation thereof 
by which the public may be deceived, and 
the said Brewery Company or tho plaintiff 
defrauded. Disbursements and costs of court 
to be paid by defendant. 


Tuos. B. Van Buren. 
U. 8. Consul-General and 
Judge of the Court. 


In THE Tokio Joro Saipansyv. 


Petition (Amended). 


Franctsco pa Roza, a Portuguese subject, re- 
siding at No. 122, Bluff, Yokohama, Plain- 
tiff; represented by G. W. Hii, his coun- 
sel and attorney, of No. 58, Yokohama, 


Against 


Tue Imperian Government or Japan. The 
Departments of the Goverument, whose 
action is complained of, are—Tue Finance 
Department and Tue Jupiciat Deparr- 
MENT, Defendant. 

To the HonovraBLe Court,— 


The petition of Francisco da Roza, the 
above named plaintiff, respectfnlly demands 
and claims from the defendant, the Imperial 
Government of Japan, the sum of sixty-one 
thousand four hundred and eighty-one Mex- 
ican dollars and twenty cents with interest 
thereon from the 13th day of June 1881, at 
ten per centum (10 °/,) per annum, for loss 
damage, and injary suffered by the plaintiff, 
by reason of the wrongfal action of thedefend- 
ant, by which the plaintiff has been prevent- 
ed from enforcing the recovery of a debt due 
the plaintiff from a Japanese subject, one Goto 
Shojiro, of Tokio, Japan: and by which he, 
the plaintiff, has been put to great expense. 
loss, trouble, inconvenience, and damage: 
and the particulars of the said wrongfal ac- 
tion of the defendant are stated as follows :— 

1.—The plaintiff had a just and valid claim 
againat Goto Shojiro named above who was 
at the date of September 22nd., 1889, in- 
debted to the plaintiff in a yum amowiting 


to 62,000 yen, and that the indebtedness was 
of a character described and provided for in 
Article VI. and Article VII. of the existing 
treaty between Portugal and Japan. 


2.—The plaintiff brought his said claim to 
the notice of the vice-consul for Portugal at 
Yokohama, in September, 1880, and the said 
vice-cousal for Portugal did on the 23rd. of 
September, 1880, pursuant to the provisions 
of the said treaty, bring the said claim to the 
attention of the Japanese authorities, that is 
to say: before the Tokio Court of the Judi- 
cial Department of the Imperial Government 
of Japan; erected and empowered by said 
Government to hear and adjudicate such 
claims—by a petition of the said plaintiff 
dated the 22nd. day of September, 1880. 
which said petition stated the facts and parti- 
culara as to the said claim, and demanded that 
the said Goto Shojiro should be compelled by 
the said court to pay to the plaintiff the 
debt justly due him as aforesaid. 

3.—The said Goto Shojiro made an answer 
in said cause denying said indebtedness, and 
the canse came on for hearing in said court 
before judge Takeshiwo Mabashiro, and ns- 
sistant judge Kodama of said conrt, on the 
12th day of November 1880 ; and the hearing 
of said cause was continued and postponed 
from time to time until the 28th day of April 
1881 :—The plaintiff and his counsel attend- 
ing the court on twenty-four occasions dur- 
ing that poriod. 

4,—At the time when said action was be- 
gun the defendant Goto Shojiro was the 
proprietor of the Takashima coal mines, a 
very valuable property: holding the same 
under a lease or contract with the Imperial 
Government of Japan, which said property 
was of a value sufficient, out of which could 
have been satisfied the plaintiff's claim in the 
action. That there was at that time duo 
from the said Goto Shojiro to the Imperial 
Government of Japan, and to the Finance or 
l'reasury Department thereof, under said 
contract or lease and otherwise, a large sum 
of money, say 350,000 yen; and that during 
the progress of the plaintiff's said action 
against Goto Shojiro brought as aforesaid, 
he the said Goto Shojiro, in order to avoid 
payment of the plaintiffs claim, and other 
debts ; and in order the better to secure the 
payment of the amount due to the Imperial 
Government of Japan as aforesaid, did, with 
the kuowledge and consent, and at the ex- 
press instigation and instance of the Imperial 
Government and of the Finance Department 
thereof on or about the 22nd April 1881 
assign, transfer, and tarn over to one Iwasaki 
Yataro the said Takashima coal mines ; in 
trast to be held and worked for the benefit 
of, and in order to secure the payment of the 
debt to, the Imperial Government due as 
aforesaid and certain other debts of the said 
Goto Shojiro and for the use and benefit of 
the said Goto Shojiro: whereby the rights of 
the plaintiff and his means of procuring a 
santisfaction of his claim against the said 
Goto Shojiro, were pat in jeopardy. 

5.—The plaintiff learning that the defen- 
dant contemrlated disposing of his property 
aa aforesaid, did long before the said transfer, 
give due and ample notice nnd warning to 
the government of Japan of the defendant's 
intention so to dispose of his property: and 
warning the government that the plaintiff 
wonld hold the government liable for loss 
sustained by him snffered by reason of any 
such transfer being permitted to he con- 
summated before the said plaintiff's claim was 
determined and enforced against the defen- 
dant; yet, notwithstanding that notice and 
warning and (dotwithstandiug ample time 
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elapsed after such warning and notice, and be- 
fore such transfer was consummated in which 
the plaintiff’s claim could have been deter- 
mined and enforced, the said court so delayed 
the proceedings in said action as to permit 
and enablo the said Goto Shojiro to complete 
the said transfer and assignment of his said 
property. 

6.—Many of the writings and documents 
necessary to the plaintiff as evidence and 
proof of the plaintifs claim, wero when said 
action was being heard, in the possession and 
under the control of the defendant Goto Sho- 
jiro and other persons ; aud many of the facts 
necessary to be proved to the court to esta- 
blish the plaintiff's claim were within the 
knowledge of the said Goto Shojiro, and 
other witnesses named to the court by the 
plaintiff. The plaintiff, in order to exhibit 
such documents and writing to tho court, 


made frequent and earnest demand of the 
court to compel the production of such docu- 
merts and papers, but the court as to many 
of such papers and documents failed and re- 
fused to comply with that just demand by 
the plaintiff. 

The plaintiff in order to elicit the facts 
necessary to establish his claim, made fre- 
quent and earnest demand of the court. that it 
should compel and secure the attendance of 
witnesses to be examined on the part of the 
plaintiff, but the court in many instances 
failed and refused to comply vith that just 
demand. 

As to one of the witnesses so roquired 
to be examined by the plaintiff to wit 
Waria Shin whoso attendance the plaintiff 
asked the court to secure, the court demand- 
ed from. the plaintiff the. deposit of a sum of 
money, to wit the sum of seventy-three yen 
and eighty sen (yen 73.80) aa travelling. ex- 
penses of said witness ; and the said sum of 
yen 73.80 was deposited by the plaintiff with 
the court as,demanded; yet the court never 
enforced the attendance of the said witness, 
QF gave any reason for not daing so; and 
the said sum of yen 73.80 was retained by 
the court. 

The plaintiff did for the purpose of ex- 
amining him as a witness procure the at- 
tendance of the defendant Goto Shojiro on the 
10th. March, 1881, and thereupon proceeded to 
examine him as to facts within his knowledge 
and continued to so examine the defendant 
on the 10th., 12th., 16th., and 25th. days of 
March, 1881. The defendant declined and re- 
fused to reply to many of the questions put to 
him, and the plaintiff therenpon demanded of 
the court that he should be compelled to 
answer; yet, the court failed and refused to 
comply with that just demand of the plaintiff, 
whereupon the plaintiff, being unable to pro- 
cure the necessary evidence or to elicit 
answers from the witness; declined to pro- 
ceed further; and on tho 9tb. April 1881, 
demanded that all papers and instruments of 
evidence placed before the court be delivered 
to the plaintiff ; and gave notice to the Im- 
perial Government of Japan that it would be 
held liable for the consequences of its action 
in the premises. 

7.—The government refused to deliver the 
said papers =:d documents as demanded, 
whereupon the plaintiff on the said 28th. April 
1881 gave notice that he the said plaintiff 
would hold the said government liable for such 
wrongful detention in damages of five hund- 
red mexican dollars ($500) per day, during 
the period of such detention; yet notwith- 
standing the government did wrongfully 
detain and keep the said papers and docu- 


8.—During the pendency of said action, 
on or about the 15th April 1881, and after 
many sessions of the court; and after much 
testimony had been taken, the judge in 
charge of the case in the said court was re 
moved and relieved of the charge of same, 
and another judge, who had heard none 
of the testimony previously given at the 
trial was, without consultation with the 
plaintiff, substituted in his place and the 
judge so substituted, that is to say, judge 
Kosugi Nawayoshi thereafter presided at 
the hearing on the 22nd and 28th April, in 
the place of the former judge Takeshiwo 
Matashiro: and the court thereafter on or 
abuut the lst Jane, 1881, dismissed the said 
action. 

9.—The government of Japan has failed to 
fulfil the dutics imposed by the treaty be- 
tween Japan and Portugal; and has by the 
wrongful acts above recited, and by its 
neglect to use its power and authority to 
bring the defendant Goto Shojiro to justice, 
and to inforce the recovery of the plaintiff's 
claim, caused the plaintiff the loss, injury, 
and damage demanded in this petition. 

10.—The plaintiff has used every endca- 
vour to prosecute his claim against Goto 
Shojiro, and to enforce the payment of the 
same by bim, and has made all efforts to 


procure in the court the evidenco necessary 
to prove his said claim, but has been prevent- 
ed from doing so by the wrongfal action of 
the Imperial Government in its said court 
at Tokio. The loss, damage, and, injury 
suffered by the, plaintiff by. the said. wrong- 
ful action of the, government of Japan are 
as follows :— 

Ist.—The amount of the claim of the 
plaintiff against, Goto Shojiro at the date of 
the commencement of the action in Tokio 
Court yen 62,000: (sixty two thousand yen). 

2nd.—Interest on that sum at the rate of 
(10 per cent.) ten per cent. per annum from 
that date to the 13th day of June 1881, yen 
4,477.77. 

3rd.—The amount demanded of the plain- 
tiff as the travelling expenses of the witness 
Wuria Shin and deposited with the court, 
yen 73.80. The sums above named amount 
together to yen 66,551.57 which on the 13th. 
June, 1881, was equal to Dollars Mexican 
41,081.20. 

4th.—Plaintiff’s expenses of himself, his 
counsel and assistant in the ineffectual en- 
deavour to procure an adjadication of his 
case in the Tokio court as aforesaid and 
attendance there on twenty-four occnsions, 
Dollars Mexican 2,400. 

5th.—Plaintiff’s damage by the wrongfal 
detention by the said Tokio court of the 
papers, documents, and property of the 
plaintiff after demand made for them as 
aforesaid from the 28th April, 1881, to 2nd 
June, 1881. Thirty-six day, $18,000. The 
aggregate amount to the sum of Mexican 
dollars 61,481.20 and the plaintiff demands 
from the government of Japan the payment 
of the said sum of Mexican Dollars 
61,481.20 with interest thereon at the rate 
of ten per cent. (10 °/,) per annum from the 
13th day of June 1881 antil paid and also 
payment of the costs and expenses incurred 
in this action. 

F. pa Roza, Plaintiff. 


Gro. Watiace Hit, 


Counsel and Attorney for the Plaintiff, 
Address No. 58, Yokohama, 


Yokohama, Japan, July 11th, 1881. 
The witnesses whom the plaintiff desires to 


ments from the plaintiff until the 2nd day of 
dune 1881, - 


examine, and the evidence required by him 
to be produced at the trial are designated 


below ; and the plaintiff respectfully requests 

that the court will take all necessary meas- 

ures to procure and enforce the attendance 

of each of the persons named, and to secure 

the production of all the evideuce described 

on the day of the hearing of this cause, 

Witnesses. 

1st.—Goto Shojiro, a Japanese subject, resid- 
ing at Takanawa, Minami-machi, Tokio. 

2nd.—Iwasaki Yataro, » Japanose subject 
residing at Tokio, nnd President of the 
Mitsa Bishi Mail S.S. Company. 

8rd.—Sano Tsnnetami, a Japanese subject 
and Minister of Finance Department of 
the Imperial government and residing at 
Tokio. 

4th.—Nakahara Kuninosuke, a Japanese sub- 
ject residing at Tokio, (his office address 
is No. 46 Foreign Settlement, Yoko- 
hhama). 

5th.—W. B. Walter, a British subject resid- 
ing No. 152, Blaff, Yokohama. 


Writines. 


1st.—The record of the cause brought in 
the Tokio Court entitled F. da Rosa versus 
Goto Shojiro, and all papers, docaments, and 
writings, and each and every of them in the 
custody of said Tokio Court and received, 
produced, issued, or used in the course 
of the trial of said cause. 
2nd.—The original Books of Account of 
Goto Shojiro, and of bis company known 
as the “Taukosha” which show the ac 
counts between the plaintiff and Goto Sho- 
jiro, and between the plaintiff and the said 
“Tankosha” in the years 1874 to 1878, 
and showing what was due the plaintiff from 
Goto Shojiro and the “ Tankosha.” in the 
last named year. 
Geo. Watiacs Hit. 
Counsel for Plaintiff. 


Yokohama, Japan, July 11th, 1881. 


ANSWER. 
14th Meiji, No. 57. 


F. pa Roza, Portuguese, No. 122, Bluff, 
Yokohama, Plaintiff. 

G. W. Hitt, American, No. 58, Yokohama. 
Counsel for Plaintiff. 

The principal points in this case are: that 
during the pendency of an action in the 
‘Tokio Saibansho court, by this plaintiff F. 
da Rosa against Goto Shojiro. the plaintiff 
suffered great loss by reason of the refusal of 
the judge in charge of that action to comply 
with the plaintiff's demand for the citation 
of witnesses, and to compel the production 
of documents considered by the plaintiff to 
be important in proving his case. Andon 
that ground the plaintiff has brought this 
claim for da against the Finance and 
the Judicial departments of the Imperial gov- 
ernment of Japan. 

Upon the trial of any action in a Japanese 
court it depends upon the opinion of the 
judge whether evidence demanded-and desired 
by either plaintiff or defendant and deemed 
to be important to his case shall or shall not 
be taken, If @ party fecls injured by any 
decision of the judge refusing to take evid- 
ence deemed by such party to be important 
and thinks he has thus been previ nted from 
succeeding in the action he has the right of 
appeal to the higher court; but the plaintiff 
in the case of Da Roza against Goto Shojiro 
has no reason to claim damages against the 
Finance and the Judicial departments be- 
causo those departments are the wrong 
parties and are not connected with that 


cause. 
As therefore forthe reasons the givey 
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plaintiff has no cause of action the petition is, 
on that groand returned. “ 


(Sealed) Tuamona Nosvvxt, 
ee Anpvo Tercaxv. 


Dated 20th day August, 1881. 


The artictes-of the Judicial Code Oonfer- 
ring jarisdiction on the court and under 
which the action is instituted are the follow- 


ing. 

Series K No. 5. 

It is eae notified that all claims made 
‘against the Government of Japan, In, Sho, 
Shi, Fu, Ken (departments and divisions) 
will be for the present heard and tried in the 
local Superior Court (Joto Saibansho). 


(Signed) Ox: Krront, 
Minister of Justice 
29th. May, 1875. 
No. 4571. 


It is hereby notified that it will be neces- 
wary for persons who proseeate claims against 
the Government of Japan to designate which 
‘department of the government is cotaplained 
of in their action. 

(Signed) Ox: Kryrorm, 
Minister of Justice. 
6th. March, 1878. 


Application to set the cause for hearing. 
Joro Saransgo, Toxto. 


The plaintiff respectfally shows to said 
oourt. 

The plaintiff on the 23rd. August received 
through the acting consul for Portugal a 
document in the above cause said to bea 
“< dismiseal” of the petition, and the reosipt 
of the same was acknowledged by the plain- 
tiff on the 26th. August. 

The amended petition was forwarded to 
the court on the Pe th. July, so that a period 
of forty-one days elapsed before the docu- 
ment desuribed was received by the plaintiff. 
The plaintiff has heretofore believed that thirty 
days was the period limited for answering in 
® canse. 

The doowment received from the court on 
the.23rd. Aagust has now been translated for 
the plaintiff, and is found to be in the natare 
of a demurter to the petition made on behalf 
of the Imperial Government by officers of 
one of its departmente. 

The plaintéff désires that the demurrer be 
heard and argued as soon’ as convenient. 


If the Imperial Government elects to have | 


the action proceed, and be disposed of with- 
out any answer to the petition then the plain- 
tiff is ready for that course. He is prepared 
either for the hearing and argament of the 
demurrer, or to enter upon the trial of the 
cause and produce his evidence at once. 

The plaintiff therefore raspeetfully demands 
that:a day be fixed for the hearing at an 


early date. 
F. pa Roza, Plaintiff, 
Per G. W. Hut, His Counsel. 


Yokobame, ‘Angust 29th, 1881. 
Friday, 2nd. September, 1881. 


¥. va ‘Roza vs. Toe Imperium. Governwent 
or Japan. 
( Buling on application for hearing. ) 

This application, being made after the dis- 
missel of the ease, is one that cannot be 
argued and heard again in this Joto Saiban- 

sho. It is therefore dismissed. 

(Signed) Iwamura Nosvroxt, )” 

» ~=-)-~s« ANvo TEtzaxD, * Judges. 


[Seal] Toxio Jovo SaipansHo. 


OUTRAGE BY CHINESE AGAINST FOR- 
EIGNERS AND FOREIGN PROPEKTY. 


(Foochow Herald.) 


On Friday last the 12th. Auguat a scene of 
unosual hostility on the part of the Chinese 
of this place towards the foreign community 
was manifested by the assault of two foreign- 
ers and a partial destruction of the recrea- 
tion ground, by a mob of Chinese. As far 
as we can glean, the cause of the distarb- 
ance was as follows: 


It appears that the natives living here in 
the settlement were informed (?), or rather a 
ramour was circulated, that His Excellency, 
the new Governor, Chin Yii Ying, was going 
with His Excellency the Viceroy to pay an 
official visit to the Arsenal, at Pagoda An- 
chorage, and that, apon their return, the 
former official woutd visit the new recrea- 
tion ground and race course. The idea 
that so exalted a personage as the go- 
vernor was to visit the recreation ground 
was sufficient of itself to cause a large 
crowd of people to congregate at the place. 
Before going further, it will be well to men- 
tion here that the Chinese villagers in the 
neighbourhood of the Teng Hillock, having 
some time ago received orders to refund to 
the Rev. Mr. Stewart thesum paid by that 
gentleman for the purchase of the land known 
as the Kin Kang-to, the literati went among 
the villagers to collect the requisite amount, 
bat as several of the people living in the 
neighbourhood receded from their promises, 
the amount collected was not sufficient to 
refund the price originally paid by Mr. 
Stewart. The Chinese, having these facts 
before them, agreed to exchange some other 
pieces of land, lying in close proximity to the 
race course, for the piece formerly purchased 
by the reverend gentlemen. This they 
informed the so-called Board of Foreign In- 
tercourse, which body deputized two of their 
namber (Wet Yiians), named respectively 
Cheng Hsiin Chio and Chang Hong Shu 
to inspect the land. These two officials 
were en route for the recreation ground, 
and when the native populace saw them 
coming towards them, thought they were 
the “advance guard” of His Excelleucy 
the Governor, and, seeing two of the foreign 
residents upon the ground, they began to 
pelt them with mud and dirt, and boot at 
them, these two gentlemen having to make 
their way off the ground the best way the 
could. This occurred at about five o’cloc 
‘in the afternoon. Not satisfied with driving 
the foreigners off the ground, the mob pro- 
ceeded to tear up the rails surrounding the 
race course, and use them in destroying the 


newly made turf, etc. At this moment the 
firing of guns, denoting the return of the 
Viceroy from Pagoda, (the Governor did not 
go down to the Arsenal,) tended greatty to 
increase the excitement, and coupled with the 
information (?) furnished by two of the 
YAmen runners of the Min Magistrate, who 
were stationed at the temple close to Mr. 
Fry’s residence, that the Futai was really 
coming, the fury of the mob knew no bounds. 
The crowd did not disperse until dark, and 
not until they had done a great deal of 
damage. 

The honorary secretary of the recreation 
ground communicated the facts of the out- 
rage to the foreign consuls the following 
morning, and the matter was at onoe repre- 
presented to the high provincial authorities. 
The consular body took immediate steps to 
have the matter adjusted in a manner satis- 
factory to the European residents of the 


place. The British and French consuls wrote 
in tothe authorities on the following day 
and Mr. Wingate both in his capacity as 
United States consul and as Acting German 
consul wrote on the Monday following. That 
a good result has arisen from such joint con- 
sular representation will be seen by the fol- 
lowing proclamation which has been issued . 
by the authorities, although the report was 
circulated that the new Governor approved 
of the action of the mob. 
PROCLAMATION. 

Péng, the Min Magistrate, issues this noti- 
fication for the information of the people. 

Whereas (it has been found that) the race 
course ground was purchased by my pre- 
decessor, who acted under the orders of the 
high authorities, and that thc same was 
leased out to foreigners undcr a 20 years 
lease, for the purpose of making @ race 
course. For the leasing of which, an agree- 
ment had been entered into and made out 
accordingly, and in which (a clause was in- 
serted that) the rent (for the ground) was to 
be annually paid; beyond this there is no- 
thing farther of an (offensive) nature in 
its midst, es also it does not interfere with 
the nearest fields, gardens, huts or graves, 
therefore peace was there and then establish- 
ed (between foreigners and Chinese). 

The doing of all this does not in the least 
concern you the inhabitants (of the place). 

It has, upon enquiry, been brought to my 
notice that there is a class of vicious people, 
who have trumped up false stories by spread- 
ing unfounded rumours, aud have thus 
deluded the ignorant people and filled their 
minds with suspicions, whereby disturbance 
has been created. Snch a matter, when 
spoken of, deserves but contempt, therefore 
it is proper for me to issue this notification, 
which I now fully make known to you all. 
For this I have to inform you the inhabitants 
and men of the place, so that you must know 
that the purchase of the land and the leasing 
of the same were acts done by the officials, 
furthermore the agreement for the rent and 
the time of the lease have been clearly 
made ont, and there are no complications 
amongst it, wherefore, in order that you 
are not to be misled (by such vicious 
people), you all must not pay attention 
to auch rumours, for which you all must not 
take much a do aboat nothing (hidden ex- 
pression of the Min Magistrate, i.¢. should 
not believe what the people were saying that 
the new Fatai is coming to see the recrea- 
tion ground) for, by believing such you will 
bring punishment upon yourselves, go, it is 
necessary that you shall all peaceably pursue 
your calling ; furthermore it is necessary that 
every man has to maintain, and keep within, 
the boundary of his own land. 

Any person or persons venturing to pur- 
posely act against this, so as to create dis- 
turbance, shall, without leniency, be rigorous- 
ly dealt with. : 

Let every one obey this and do not act 
against this purposely issued notification. 

Dated the 20th. day of the 7th. Moon in the 
7th. year of Kwang-Sn (14th. August 1881). 


Translated by 
G. MINCHIN. 


Recently at Peking an English couple 
amused themselves by being married in 
complete Chinese attire. ‘he bride wore a 
jacket of pale blue satin brocade and under- 
skirt of dark satin embroidered with blue 
flowers ; hair @ la Ohinoise. A prune colored 
jacket and blue trowsers, with a towchong and 
Chinese cap,and shoes was the festive attiro 
of the bridegroom. 
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Thursday and Friday last (11th. and 12th. 
Aug.) were the hottest days which we have 
experienced during the entire summer. The 
thermometer, showed 95, 96, and 97 degrees 
of heat in the shade. The barometer was 
also unusually low and every signs of an 
approaching typhoon was visible. Barometer 
low, thermometer high, and the atmosphere 
very doll and oppressive. The barometer 
went down to 29.50 on Friday (Aug. 12th.) 
afternoon. The following day a heavy thun- 
der storm broke over the settlement and at 
the anchorage, the rain coming down in 
torrents, and there was every indication that 
the weather was far worse up country. 
Monday (August 15th.) last proved the truth 
of these indications by a heavy freshet which 
caused a great rise in the river and consider- 
able damage was done to the crops and 
houses up country. At about noon of Mon- 
day last a house which had been washed 
away by the flood, and three large sampans 
bottom upwards, were seen floating down 
the river. Three persons were drowned 
while endeavouring to collect a portion of the 
débris, The force of the freshet was so 
great that two firms, agents for Local Insur- 
ance Companies, issued an “ Express” re- 
questing shippers of tea to refrain from send- 
ing tea down the river, until the force of the 
freshet had subsided, which it did on the 
following morning. The fields along the 
Customs road were flooded, and the water 
rose considerably over the bund. That there 
must have been a typhoon in the vicinity of 
this port, will be seen from the report of the 
S. S. Europe, elsewhere in our columns. 


Shipping. 


ARRIVALS. 


Aug. 25, Jap. str. Tokai-Maru, Hogg, 1,042, from 


Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. 8S. 8. Co. 


Avg. 26, Brit. ship Forest King, Holmes, 1,602, from 
Hiogo, 20th. inst., 36,000 cases, Kerosene and 
General, to Smith, Beker & Co. 


Ang. 25, Am. str. City of Tokio, Cobb, 5,060, from 
San Francisco, Mails and General, to P, M. 8. 8. 
Co, 

Aug. 27, Jap. str. Kumomoto-Maru, Drammond, 
1,240, from Hakodate, Mails and General, to M. 
B, 8. 8. Co. 

Aug. 29, Brit. str. Sunda, Reeves, 1,704, from Hong- 
kong via Nagasaki, Mails and General, despatched 
by P. & O. Co. 

Ang. 29, Jap. str. Niigata-Maru, Wynn, 1,608, from 
Hongkong via Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. 
8. 8. Co. 

Aug. 29, Jap. str. Kiushiu-Maru, Thomas, 690, from 
Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. 8. 3. Co. 

Aug. 29, Brit. str. Darlington, Hogg, 1,292, from 
Hongkong, Ballast, to Adamson, Bell & Co. 

Ang. 31, Jap. str. Kokonoye-Maru, Dithlefeen, 1,133, 
from Hakodate, Mails and Genera, to M. B. 5. 8. 


Co, 

Sept. 1, Brit. barq. Forward Ho. Wade, 922, from 
London, General, to C. Illies & Co. 

Sept. 1, Brit str. Antonio, Seabornoe, 1,262, from 
Kobe, General, to Smith, Baker & Co. 

Sept.1, Jap. str. Shario-Maru, Davison, 800, from 
Kobe, Maile and General, to M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

Sepr. 1, Jap. str. Nagoya-Maru, Walker, 1,914, from 
Shanghai and ports, Mails and General, to M. B. 
8. 8. Co. 

Fept. 2, Jap. str. Wakanoura-Maru. Christensen, 
1,800, from Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B.S, 


Sept. 2, Froh. str. Mensaleh, Homery, 1,273, from 
Hongkong, Mails and Ge:-ernl, to M. M Co. 
Sept. 2, Jap. str Chishima-Maru, Walker, —, from 
Hakodate, Mails and General, to M. B. 8. 8. Co. 
Sept. 38, Am. barg. Wealthy Pendleton, Blanchard, 
00, from Nagasaki, Coals. to Joho Middleton. 

Sept. 8, Am. ship Nancy Pendleton, Pendleton, 1,449, 
from New York, April llth, 4750 cases Oil and 
General, to Order. 


Sept. 8, Am. ship Carondelet, Stetson, 1,438, from 
Cardiff, April 80th, Coals, to M. M. Co. 

Sept. 3, Jap. str. Seirio-Maru, Frank, 680, from 
Kohe, Mnils and General, to M. B, 8. 8. Co. 

Sept. 5, Jap. str. Tokai-Maru, Hogg, 1,042, from 
Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

Sept. 5, Jop. str. Toyoshima-Maru, Hubbard, 698, 
from Hakodate, Mails and General, to M. B..S. 8. 
Co. 5 

Sept. 7, Rrit. str. Oceanic, Metcalfe, 8,700, from 
Hongkong, Mails and General, to 0. & O. Co. 

sept. 8, Jap. str. Genkat-Maru, Conner, 1,970, from 
Shanghai aud porte, Maile and Genera’, to M. B. 
S. 8. Co. 

Sept. 8, Jap. etr. Sumida-Maru, Hubenet, 896, from 
Bakodate, Mails and General, to M. B. 8. S. Co. 
Sept. 7, Brit. str. Stentor, Kirkpatriok, 1,612, from 
London via Hongkong, General, to Butterfield & 

Swire. 


DEPARTURES. 


Aug. 24, Jap. str. Hiroshima-Maru, Haswell, 1,870, 
for Shanghai and ports, Mails and General, des- 
patobed by M. B.S. S. Co. 

Aug. 24, Ger. corvette Hertha, Capt. von Kall, 
2,000 tons, 19-guns, for Chefoo. 

Aug. 25, Jap. str. Shario-Maru, Kilgour, 800, for 
at Mails and General, despatched by M. & 
8S. 8. Co. 

Aug. 26, Jap. str. Sumida-Maru, Hubenet, 596, for 
Hakodate, Mails uud General, despatched by M 
B. 8. 8. Co. 

Aug. 26, Brit. str. Guelic, Kidley, 2,704, for San 
Francisco, Mails and General, despatched by 
O. & O. Co. 

Aug. 27, Am. str. City of Tokio, Maury, 6,050, for 
Hongkong, Mails and General. despatched by P 
M. 8. 8. Co. 

Aug. 27, Jap. str. 7amaura-Marn, Carrew, 658, for 
Hakodate, Mails and General, despatched by M. 
B. 8. 8. Co. 

Aug. 27, Brit. atr. Carnarvonshire, Patrick, 1,831, 
for London via Japan and China ports, General, 
despatched by Adamson, Bell & Oo. 

Aug. 27, Jap. str. Wakanoura-Maru, Christensen, 
1,800, for Kobe, Mails and General, despatched by 
M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

Aug. 28, Jap str. Toyoshima-Maru, Hubbard, 698, 
for Hakodate, Mails and General, despatched by 
M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

Aug. 28, Froh. str. Tanats, Drujon, 1,785, for Hong- 
kong, Mails and General, despatche.1 by M. M. Co. 

Ang. 29, If, M. 8. Swift, Capt. Collins, 5-gans, 820 
tons, for Hakodate, H. M. Mails. 

Ang. 29, Jap. str. Tokai-Maru, Hogg, 1,042, for 
mobo cheils and General, despatched by Mf. B, 

Aug. 29, Jap. str. Sekirio-Maru, —, 680, for Kobe, 
Mails and General, despatobed by M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

Aug. 28, Jap. str. Tokio-Maru, Swain, 2,119, for 
Shanghai and ports, Mails and General, despatch- 
ed by M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

Aug. 30, H. N. M. corvette Komingin Emma der Ne- 
derlanden, Captain le Chev. Rensselaer de Bovier, 
3,130 tens, 10-gona, 2,670 H.P., for Kobe. 

Sept. 3, Jap. str. Shinagawa-Maru, Walker, 908, for 

kodate, Maile and General, despatched by M. 
B. 8. 8. Co. ‘ 

Sept. 8, Jap. str. Nitgata-Afaru, Wyan, 1,608, for 
Hongkong via Kobe, Mails and General, despatoh- 
ed by M. B. Co. 

Sept. 4, Rrit. str. Sunda, Reeves, 1,704, for Hong- 
kong via Miogo and Nagasaki, Mails and General, 
despateded by P. & O. Co. 

Sept.6, Ger. achr. Annie, Muller, 348, for Kobe, 
General, despatched by Grosser & Co. 

Sept. 6, Jap. str. Akitsushtma-Maru, Frahm, 1,146, 
for Hakodate, Mails and General, despatcl.ed by 
M. B. 8. 8. Co, 

Sept. 5, Jap. str. Shario-Maru, Kilgour, 80', for 
Hea Mails and Geveral, despatched by M. B. 8. 

}. Co. 

Sept. 5, l'rit. str. Darlington, Hogg, 1,292, for New 
York, via Japan aud China ports, Tea and Gene- 
ral, siespatehed by Adamson, Bell & Co. 

Sept 7, Jap. str. Nagoya-Maru, Walker, 1,914, for 

jhanghai and ports, Mails and General, des. 
patched by M. B.S. 8. Co. 

Sept. 8, Jap. atr. Tokai-Maru, Hogg, 1,012, fur Kobe, 

‘ails and General, despatched by M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

Sept. 6, Brit. str. Antonio, Seaborne, 1,262, for New 
York via Amoy, Tea and General, despatched by 
Smith, Baker & Co. 

Sept. 6, Jap. str. Kokonoye-Maru, Dithlefsen, 1,188, 
for Hakodate, Mails and General, despatched by 
M. B. 8, 8. Co. 


PASSENGERS. 


Per Jap. str. Hiroshima-Maru, for Shanghai and 
porta:—His Ex. Vou Eisendecker, Mr. and Mrs. 
André, Mr. and Mrs. M , Capt. and Mrs. 
Stainforth and 8 children, Lieut.-Col. and Mrs. 
Bodisoo, Mrs. Savage, Mr. W. H. Short, and 19 
Japanese in cabin. 

Per Am. str. City of Tokio, from San Francisoo :— 
Mra. M. H. Eddy and danghter, Mrs. D. Mahan 
and child, Mr. and Mra. J. A. Fraser, Miss J. A. 
Leets, Mra. N. C. Millett, Messrs. H. M. Sands, 
Baron Von Bulow, Carl Stanger, V. Wolf, Tsu Soon 
Kee, John Earl, Louis Fischer, F. T. Martin, B. 
Michel, Count Von Seebach, Count Von Easback, 
R. Hathida, and G. Solaska in cabin; and 4 Euro- 
peans in stoerage. For Hongkong: Col. Crossman, 
B.u., Lieut. Russell, B.z., Miss L. Chinok, Measrs. 
Chas. Tripot, J. V. Coles, Ho Quong, 3 ladies and 
8 children, Lan Wan Chen, Lin Pat Ting, Yang 
Hing Ting in cabin ; and 210 Chinese in steerage. 

Per Brit. str. Gaelic, for San Francisco —! 
Devans, Dr. 8. Eldri 


ies 
idge, Mesers. D.C. MoNabb, C. 
G. Hill, G. Dell'Oro, G. J. Huland, W. Allen, Jr., 
in cabin; 3 Europeans and 286 Chinese in steerage. 
For Paris: Mr. Albert Garnier in cabin. 

Per Brit. str. Carnarvonshire, for London via 
Kobe: —Messrs. J. Higginbotham, Burchard and 
75 Japanese. 

Per Brit. str. Sunda, from Hongkong via Naga- 
saki:—Mr. Hewlett, H. B. M.'s Consul at Canton, 
Capt. C. W. Haro, RB.I.F., Lieut. . Bennett, 
R.1.F., Messrs. W. D. Levett, R.I.F., Dollman, J. 
MoCallam, H. M. Hosieur Glenroy, and 4 Chinese 
on deok. 

Per Jap. str. Niigata-Maru, from Hongkong via 
Kobe:—Mr. A. H. Groom and 8 Japanese in cabin ; 
1 European and 280 Japanese in s' 

Per Froh. str. Tanais for Hongkong :—Messrs. 
A. Bertrand, A. Costa, Magoichi Daiko, and Kimura 
Koki in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Tokio-Maru, for Shanghai and porte: 
—Mr. and Mrs. P. Heinemann, Mr. and Mrs, [llies 
aud two children, Messrs. Lang, L. 8. Fobes, G. 
Mosle, G. A. Muble, Chu, F. J. Marshall, J. Rarl, 
and 5 Japanese in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Shario-Maru, from Kobe :—40 Japa- 
nese in steerage. 

Per Jap. str. Nagoya-Maru, from Shanghai and 
porta:—His Imperial Highness Prince Fushimiuo- 
miya and suite, His Ex. and Madame Inonye, child 
and servant, Miss Walker, Mr. and Mrs. Linden and 
servant. Mrs. Arthur, Mies Duncan. Messrs. B. W. 
Irwiv, Hagins, Dr. L. d’Odelien, Capt. J. D. Carroll 
and servant, and 12 Japanese in cabin; and 489 
Japanese, 2 Chinese and 3 Europeans in steerage. 
For San Francisco: Mrs, Winshif in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Wakanowra-Maru, from Kobe:— 
120 Japanese. 

Per Froh, str. Mensaleh, from Hongkong :—Moeesrs. 
Ridel and J. J. Keswick in cabin. From Marseilles: 
Messrs. Osaki Saburo, Sakurai, Masuda, Tannignohi, 
Inonye and Magaki in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Nitgata-Maru, for Hongkong via 
Kobe :—Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Holmes, Messrs. W. Gf. 
| Christy, A. A. Bennett, and 8 Japanese in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Tokat-Maru, from Kobe :—Oaptein 
Mehlmann in cabin; and 1064 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Jap. str. Toyoshima-Maru, trom Hakodate :— 
Dr. and Mrs. Meyers und Mr. Browne in cabin; and 
98 Japane e in cabin. 

Per Brit. str. Sunda, for Hongkong via Hiogo 
and Nagasaki :—Lient. Mockler 43rd Regt., Bishop 
Bowman, Rev. J. O. Davison and child, Capt. Kooh, 
Misa Bloxsome, Messrs. H. Buistow, Look Hing, 
Bloxsome, McCallum, Hosain Glenroy, and Qaay 
Peng in cabin; 4 Chinese in steerege. 

Per Brit. str. Oceanic, from Hongkong :—Mr. Geo. 
Pinker, Miss Grace Matthews, Genl. Le Geudre in 
cabin; and 2 Chinese io steerage. For San Fran- 
ciroo: Mr. J. M. Ugerte, wife and servant, Mr. Wong 
Chung and wife in cabin; and 619 Chinese in 
eteerage. 

Per Brit. str. Stentor, from London via Hong- 
kong :—Messra Gillingham, Llewelyn, and Sallivan. 

Per Jap. atr. Nagoya-Maru, for Shanghai and 
ports:—Baron de Zedtwitz, Count Diebach, Lient. 
Mahan, wife and child, Rev. J. Goble, Messrs. 
Robertson, H. M. Fleischer, Gillingham, K. de 
Protrowsky, Abbe, and 9 Japanese in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Genkai-Maru, from Shanghai and 
poria:—Mr. aud Mre. Wisner, and 8 children, Mr. 
and Mrs. Holt, and 8 children, Mr. and Mrs. W. 
Barry, Mrs. Reid, Gen. and Mrs. Mitchell, Mr. sod 
Mrs. Watson, child and European worse, His Ex. 
Von Eisendecker, Dr. Chas. L. Fisher, Paymaster 
Whitehouse, u.8.N., Messrs. J. H. Bullock, C. Illiea, 
P. Heinemann, E. 0. Kirby, Rhees, R. MoLeod, 
L. Lichtenstein, W. Eytil, W. Sill, Buohard and 
8 Japauese in cabin; 2 Europeans, 1 Chinese and 
453 Japanese in steerage, 
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COMMHEROIAL CIRCULAR. 


Yoxomama, Szrrmesun Ori, 1861. 


Showing Duties payable, Prices realised, Quotations, and Estimated Sales of Goods in Yokohama, for the period of 15 days from 
*  Q6th. August 1881, to the 7th. September 1881, inclusive, 


IMPoRTS. 


The transactions of the fortnight have been confined almost entirely to Yarn, sales aggregating 4,890 bales of wider variety than before noted, 
making a total salo for the year to date of 46,489 bales. The customs returns just issued for the year ending June 80th., 1881, show a gross importation 
for all Japan of 85,488 bales against 96,697 for the preceding year. Sales here noted are of medium to best qualities, and chiefly to arrive. A few bales 
of lb. Buawxers have been sold at 35 cents; and 41 to 42 cente has been paid for assorted 70 scarlet 30 green, 5Ib. For other goods the market is 
inactive. 


YAENS.—Sales reported reach 4,880 Bales 3,008 Bales for the Preceding riod ; ing a total for the year to date of 46,489 Balee— 
viz.: ee ee 16/24; 8,907 Bales 28/82; 1,487 Bales 88/42; 2,065 Bales doubled, an Bee alee Infos qualities. y 
as ; 
KEROSENE :—Quotattons nominal. No sales since the issue of the government notification as to test dated August 13th. 
188 Ibs. = 1 Picul. 100 Dollars Mexican = $11 Silver Boos. 


DUTY PAID. 
DUTT CAL CURATED: | ore rat gv oe gla Samy UG Late gt) 2 al ESTIMATED SALES. 


In PRICES AT WHICH NOMINAL 
METICAM: DOLUASS- ears BEES quorarions. | (From 24th, August to 7th. September.) 
COTTON PIECE GOODS. 
Drills, American, 40 yds. 30 in. 14 lbs. ... toe on 0.0241 Y 10 yds. |¢  pe.| $2.65 @ 3.60 — pieces. 
Prints, assorted, 24 ,, 90,, oo ae ae ane 0.0241 5, 5, 2.909 ———-_,, 1.00 @ 38.00 800 ” 
Satins (cotton) gee eee ED seek Mee sets | OUOBAE Nh ees BY yd) 0.113@ 0.12 —— ms 
ings, Grey, 88% yds. 39 in. 7 lbs. 0.0281 ., 5, 8 pe| 140 @ 1.90 -_— s 
a 98; » 89,, a9 one on on 0.0281 » » » 1.75 @ 2.85 re ” 
” » 884, 454, 9 sy oe ase ove 0.0821 » 2.30 @ 2.65 » 5,000 » 
v a rs 3. ons » 1 10 55 ove 3 we 0.0821 ,, » _— - __ » 
. Cloth, $3 in. 6 Iba. oe tee 1.20 @ 1 — F 
i Pl clk ee ae ate ESL | POON es —— . | 155 @ 176 5A 
Turkey Reds, 24 yds. 30in. 12 lb. : : bates 1.55 ss 700 ” 
Poney) 4, 0, 3 ove es aan, 1.55 @ 1.66 5 — 38,100 s 
» as 2% ,, 30,, By on a os 0.0241 4, » 1.80 » » 
+o 2% ,, 30,—@8 lb. .. ”» » | 1.60 @ 2.20 ore ” 
Velvete (black) 85 5, 234, . soe teen 0.0648 ,, 5, 7.10 @ 8.60 is 500 » 
Victoria Lawns, 12 ,, Goon. Caer we ae an 0.0821 5, » 0.62 i 0.60 @ 0.80 6,000 oi 
Cotton Italians, 35 ,, 834, ... oe vee vee | 0.0848, 0.10 y yd.| 0.10 @ 0.16 260 ” 
COTION YARN. 
Nos. 10@ 12 a ee a] 97.76—_——. ¥ pe. eee 20 ~— bales 
» 13 oe ow . . 28.50--——_—— wy — 10 » 
» © ose oo < 38.50-—_——  ,, —_—_—— 100 ~” 
» 22@ 4 nn 4 31.06-——_— — 50 » 
» 16@ 2% reversed . 32.25—_——__,, _—__— 100 ” 
» 16@w be ye aaa me aN 30.60 @ 33.10 ,, — 2,226 av 
» 28@ 82 ove Bes ae ove Ste aoe 1.6077 ® picul. | $2.50 @ 38.50 ,, —— 855 ee 
» 38@ 42 wish, Stine at ates a Ditto “nite 39.— @ 39.50 ,, — 55 : 
»» 83 doubled 5 36.— 38.60 ,, Sa 80 » 
» 4 38.75 @ 39.26 ,, _——_ 300 » 
60 5550———__,, —___ 110 ” 
Indian No. 16 29.25. See 420 » 
Brie ON FEAR Tey ne eras 29.25 @ 80.25 ,, — 6 iS 
WOOLLENS SND MIX) URES. 
Alpaca, 40 yds. 32 in... 9. ose cee eee 0.0965 Y 10 yds. —_— .| $5.50 @ $7.00 — 
Blankets, sssorted dee ave ove ase on aes Aida _ Pi - ert — 
e a 8 Ibe. i acstee op ioce ite 1.6077 ® pieul. | 0.85 ———__,, 100 
” " 5 scar] green propn.)... 0.41 @ 0.43 2,480 
Cloth, all wool, 54@64lbe . ewe | 0.0985 10 yds. sll y’za| 0:80 @ 1.60 — 
» Pilots, 66 @64 00 eae —— ~;, | 080 @ 0.60 — 
vs Presidents, 64 © 64 5, os ous, ove, ave | 0.8215 under 85 tn. to —— 7 | 060 @ 0.70 eae 
vn» Union, 64@656 5, teense sae *| (0.4019 exceeding 56 in —— | | 035 © 060 —_— 
Talian Cloth, #3 in. Sov cola Dean s0tbs w canst «aay, | to AE IO * —— 5 | 025 @ 040 —— 
lousselines de Laine & stripes), 24 yds. 81 in.. 0.09659 10 yds. | 0.153 @ 0.16 ; 0.16} @ 0.19% 2,600 
Apa gies {Rpared) Sav ala?” seas) ose, | OLOQGB’ 55.35 —— 7? | 025 @ 040 pees 
SUGAR. . 
White, Jimpah, No.1 $7.20 @ 7.80 — 
” i bn & a . . 6.60 7.10 _ 
” Kokfah, ,, 3 . . 0.8215 P picul. | 6.00 6.50 _— 11,000 piculs Stock. 
» Kungfon, , 4 «1 soe ase ae eee 5.40 @ 5.80 —- 
ow Gnihpab, 43.8. san ae eek +20 @ 5.20 ——— panera iene 
new 4. 30 —_— Pi new a 
Brown, Formosa, bags. sess esa | 0.12886 ae 8.90 é 4.00 _— 32,000» old 
” Amoy ... a08 see = ave es _ 
METALS &. 
Iron, Flatand Bound. ese eevee | 0.0965 & pica. P pel. $2.50 @ $2.90 
»» Assorted Nail-rods, (assorted) eee ae. _ 0.0965 5, 5 —-_—Saswis»s 2.30 @ 3.50 
» Pig one ove on ae ve oo oe 0.0482 ,, 4, Sarees’. +55 1.40 g 1.60 
Lead, Pig 9. eae teen | OBETZ eg —— 3 | 5.80 @ 6.00 
Quicksilver ... as as ‘ae Nes eee sis: 1.92923 4, —_—— 
Steel, Swedish aes ve on on on ae 0.1980 ,, 5, _—_—— _ » 3.80 g 4.55 ° 
Tin Plates... ose eee oe one ane ous 0.2251 120 Bie. — P box! 480 4.90 
Kerosene Oil ... 0... sents nee tte ate 5 °/, ad valorem. —— Pace} 1.85 @ 1.90 Stocks 220,000 casos. 
Baw Cotton... ee ee ewe vee | «(0.4019 'D pic. ——— F pel.| 10.00 @ 15.00 


146 . THE JAPAN GAZETTE. 


STAPLH HXPORTS. 


SILK.—Since our last issue dated 25th. ult., a moderate business only has been done in this article, settlements by ‘foreign firms appearing as 
about 400 bales the larger portion being Filatures. As noted in our last the tendency was towards higher prices, this has continued to be the case 
throughout, and with the help of purchases by Japanese speculating on the market for a rise, and also, by open purchases per direct exportation, dealers 
have been able to establish an advance of about $15 per picul on Hanks and $80 on Filatures. Kakedas have heen neglected and show an advance of 
about $20. At this advance foreigners have been by no means willing operators, whilst, on the other hand, holders seem confident as to the future and 
are not current sellers at quotations. 

Stock has daily increased being now estimated at 4,000 bales, of which 2,150 bales are Hanks, 1,100 bales Filatures, 550 bales Kakedas, and 200 bales 
Oshius and ote Arerien Holders resorting to loans to carry this stock. As yet no further steps have been taken in the matter of the new trade regulations 
alluded to in our last. 


Toran Kxpogr rrom lst Juuxr to Dars. 1880-81. 1881-82 
London ... ae oe ane iestg “ae oe . eos tee 770 Bales. 698 Bales. 
France and Italy Meee cee mishaee kat ae os 747 1,358 ,, 
United States... ae tee a oo see oe on ane 812 ,, 617 

2,329 Bales. 2,568 Bales. 


TEA.—Business in this staple continues much as reported in our last. Settlements during the interval amount to 9,400 piculs comprising largely 
of Teas from Good Medium downwards and which classes are at present decidedly weak. Settlements for this place and Kobe to date show a falling off 
in comparison with corresponding period last season of about 40,000 piculs for the two ports, but this year we have not experienced the “ boom” in the 
Tea market which took place in August and September last years. 

Our export to date from this and Kobe is 4$ million pounds under same date last season, the deficiency being mostly in grades below Good Medium, 
and this can be easily recovered later on in the season should the American market require it. 

Fine grades are in considerable excess in comparieon with same date last year, and it is difficult to understand how these maintain present scale 
of prices taking into account average quality of parcels of ferring. 

The Oceanic leaving 10th. instant takes tea freight to New York at 2% cents per lb. gross and the City of Tokio to follow on the 26th also accepts 
same rate. The 8S. 8, Castello and Teucer are advertised for New York, vid China ports and Suez Canal, freight, £3.10s. to £3.15s. per 40 cubic feet. 


DESCRIPTION. PRICES PER PICUL. REMARKS. 

SILK :— 
Mayebushi;14 @ 2 Hanks... 0. ose tee one nee $ 680 to 640 per picul. |) 

ie) Rie A Paensk tt waa Meestca ssays henst ests 610 to 625 ,, 

» 2b Pe tii Wea mean eR ser 585 to 695 =, 
Aer alata ol ns 660 to 670", _| pMany parcels held for higher rates. 
Filatures; Best ane on or a we or oo 740 to 750 ” 

3 Good ae ae one ase one a ae 710 to 730 ” 
Hamatski; Medium ... ase On ae oes aoe ve 550 to — 45 
Sendai and Osbiu mee pie Pees ae ates ae — to — qi J 
TEA :— 
Common... a ove ase $10.00 and under. 
Good Common we $12.00 to $14.00 
Medium ... $16.00 to $19.00 
Good Medium $20.00 to $24.00 Grades from Good Medium continue tending down- 
Fine aoe $25.00 to $29.00 wards. 
Finest ... ise aes $31.00 to $34.00 
Choice ... as tee a wee ee oe on oe $36.00 and upwards. 


EXCHANGE. 


Both imports and exports having been very dull since last mail, transactions in exchange for private as well as bank paper have been very trifling 
and rates have fluctuated only slightly as will be seen below. Silver is quoted 51% or +5 higher than at the departure of last mail. 


Ow Lonpoy.—Bank 


4 months’ sight.. On HoneKona.—Bank... 

i ” ” Private 
» SAN FRaNncisco.—Bank 
” ” Private 
x» New YorxK.—Bank .. 


se Bightecssoesens 
10 days’ sigh’ 


gis we Credits 


ee 
p= 
w 
= 
2 
wo 
e 
3 
ws 


Mi Credits 
SHANGHAI.—Bank .. 
Private 


” » 


Kinsatsu, 165 per $100. 
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BIRTHS. 
On the 15th instant, at No. 56, Bluff, Yokohama’ 
the wife of G. T. Marsa, of a Son. 
On the 15th. instant, at No. 150, Bluff, the wife, 
of P. Bou, of a daughter. 


has been sanctioned by the Imperial govern- 
ment to the tune of $50,000,000. The same 
paper delicately hints that this very commu- 
nicative bank is in some way connected with 
acertaiu high official from ‘which inspired 


source it gained its information. Our con- 

temporary adds a saving clause to the effect 
Sum mar y. that he does not vouch for the truth of the 

story, but simply gives it quantum valeat. 


rattan residents form but a small section 
of the foreign community of Yokohama, 
therefore when one is removed by death 
his loss is all the more acutely felt by 
those who remain behind. We were sorry 
to learn by telegram of the death of 
Mr. Guiseppe dell ’Oro which took place a 


UB last issue was dated September 9th. 
for transmission per O. & O. S. S. 
Oceanic. The following mails have since 


been received :— 

O. & O. 8. Belgic, San Fr’co ...Aug. 23, arr. Sep. 12. 
M. M. 8. Tanais, Marseilles... , 7, » . 18.|few days ago, either jast before or immedi- 
P.M. 8. City of Tokio, London ,, 12, » +» 23-lately after the arrival of S. S. Gaelic at San 
7} And the following have been despatched:—| Francisco. Mr. dell ’Oro commenced busi- 
O. & 0. 8. Oceanic, San Francisco .,.September 10 |0e88 in Yokohama many years ago, his firm 
M. M. 8. Volga, Marseilles... : 11.| being the oldest in Japan. Well known 
P. & 0. 8, Malacca, London *. and esteemed, many friends will hear of his 

age untimely death with sincere regret. 


Tr is now definitely known that the detached Amonast ithe passengers who arrived from 
squadron will not arrive here before the 25th.|San Francisco by the 8. 8. Belgic on the 
Oct. next. Preparations are being made on| 12th. inst., we note the names of Lord and 
a large scale at Tokio for the reception of | Lady Harris and Lord Zouche. Their visit 
Princes Albert Victor and George of Wales, | ¥88, however, only a fiying one for they left 
and it is probable that His Imperial Majesty |two days later for one of tho coast ports 
the Mikado will receive their Royal High-| (either Nagasaki or Kobe) by one of the 
nesses in person and welcome them to hia| M.B. steamers. Report says they will short- 
dominions. This we infer from a report|ly return in order to be present during the 
which has been circulated by the native|8tay of the detached squadron. Their lord- 


press that he is hastening his return from|Shbips are both distinguished cricketers and 
the north. it is to be hoped they will display their 


A new silk guild has excited a great deal | Sbilities as auch when next they honour this 
Gf isselile criliceees tists wastecedented pre. pales felon wit. tke eth ot the 
ceedings. A circular recently issued by its e avs 
promoters, a translation of which will be| _W8 lately referred to the flourishing con- 
found elsewhere, is both edifying and amus-| dition of a certain life assurance company 
ing as an instance of the manner in which which had only recently been established. 
the Japanese are wont to dealin that pecnliar|It seems that the Japanese are alive to the 
commodity commonly called “soft soap.”| fact that property requires insuring as well 
The obnoxious foreigner has to be circum-| 88 life, inasmuch as flames are equally as 
vented by fair or unfair means and they | destructive to the former as disease is to the 
therefore take care to administer the afore-| latter. A code of fire insurance regulations 
said luxury hot and strong. Hereafter, they|has been drawn up and submitted to the 
may find to their cost that the foreigner|cabinet; and should that august assombly 
knows how to play his cards as woll as they | deign to express its gracious approval thereof 
do. business in this very necessary line of “ tak- 

Cuoxera still continues its ravages. Since|'"8 thonght for the morrow” will be oom- 
our last issue the disease has spread rapidly, meneed forthwith. F 
and very unfavourable reports are almost} Ixreuuiasnce of the death of President 
daily received from the infected districts. | | Garfield was received here on the 21st. inst, 

Ox the 15th. inst., intelligence was received Although not altogether unexpected, it hag 


by the Netherlands consul of the death of Sey tacice eocnuni peihahras oa Maat oe 
Prince Frederick of Holland, uncle to His/this sudden and tragic termination of a 
Netherlands Majesty, when the flags at the 


valuable life and honourable career is full 
picts peti et to aera chared by all cladoon ta Japin.- Oo the S2ud, 
i i meng the fiags at the several consulates and amongst 


the ships in harbour were lowered to half- 

Oss of our vernacular contemporaries | mast and half-hour guns were fired by the 

pre publicity toa rumour which emanated|U. 8. gun-boat Monocacy as a last mark of 
m ® Tokio bank that a new foreign loan' respect to the memory of the deceased. 


. ” 


” 28. 


148 


Heading Articles. 


PRESIDENT GARFIELD. 


FTER a period of suspense that canno 
be defined by months and days; 

fter varying alternutions of hope and fear, 
he telegraph brings the final news announc- 
ing that General James A. GarFIELp, Pre- 
ident of the United States of America, i 


fellow countrymen and secure of their 
esteem, affection, and confidence in the per- 
ormance of the duties imposed upon him!| 
by the constitution; in the prime of life 
land the fall vigour of his intellect, President 
Garrietp has fallen a victim to the pistol of 
he assassin. 

A fatal termination to the attempt has 


RENGO KIITO NI ADZUKARI SHO. 


aes Proposed operations of this company 
_ form matter sufficiently exciting to the 
public to justify some reference to its 
constitution and objects. Direct trading has 
seized on the Japanese mind, and become a 
mania almost equal in intensity to the rabbit, 
pig, and other follies of seven years ago. A 
number of native traders who have been 
dealing with foreigners for twenty years, 
obtaining prices for silk nearly double the 
cost of its ‘baa rds and who have acquired 
considerab le wealth for themselves, are under 
the impression that the foreign merchant is 
enjoying a rich trade, the. profit of which 
of right belongs to them. How to get hold of 
this trade is the question. Producers want 
ready money. It is quite immaterial to them 
who buys the silk, so long as they get money 
quickly. It has therefore occurred to the 
astute Promoters of this company, that if 
they can provide advances they may monopo- 
lize the trade Happy thonght! Let us go 
to work, A peculiarity oF the Japanese 
mind is the idea that to borrow money 
rom a native upon the security of 
silk or other produce is perfectly proper, 
but to do the same from a foreigner 


is bumiliating, instead of being one of the or- 
dinary matter of course transactions of com- 
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attention of the Japanese people is that, 
while they are flattering themselves that the 


merce. To endeavour to argue this point with| advances obtained on their produce are made 


them would be wasted labour, but perhaps 
they may be enlightened ty learning that, 
although by depositing their silk with the 
Rengo Kiito Ni Adzukari Sho, they can 
obtain the advances they require without in- 
curring fancied obligations to the foreigner, 
it is the foreigner in reality who is asked to, 
and will probably lend the money wherewith 
the advances are to be made 


The capital of this shosha is said to be 
yen 100,000, or say $60.000. This sum is sub- 
scribed for the purpose of making advances 
against silk deposited with the company, and 
it is openly stated that the company’s funds 
are sufficient for all probable requirements. 
Whether this is so or not may be settled by 
the fact that of late this shosha by its agents, 
native and foreign, has been seeking to 
obtain advances from foreign bankers. 
Transactions of this kind give rise to two or 
three grave questions which cannot be too 
soon and too seriously considered by bor- 
rowers and lenders, In the first place, has 
any trustee or custodian of goods the right to 
hypothecate those goods for advances made 
by athird party? And what legal status, 
short of actual possession, does the lender 
enjoy under such circumstances. If the 
lenders take the precautions rendered neces- 
sary by the conflict of nationality, the 
shosha will cease to act as godown keepers 
and the silk will be placed in the posses- 
sion of persons amenable to recognized 
law. If the lenders are content to make 
advances upon silk in Japanese possession, 
how is that silk to be sold or shipped? In 
the next place, no banker can make advances 
upon property that is not fully covered 
against loss by fire; and no respectable fire 
office will insure for Japanese, except in 
rare instances, for the reasons following. A 
policy of insurance is founded upon maotual 
trust and good faith, which are not called 
in question until a loss arises. When a claim 
is made a Japanese will be found to be legally 
incapable of complying with the conditions of 
the policy for the substantiation of his demand. 
Fire insurance can never be anything more 
than an indemnification, the exact loss only 
being recoverable without regard to the 
amount insured if it exceeds the sum of the 
loss. Those companies who have had appli- 
cations made to them for fire insurance on 
behalf of the shosha have, no doubt, been 
influenced by these proper considerations, 
for we understand the majority of ap-) 
plications at least have been declined. Cer- 
tainly nothing more unsatisfactory can well 
be imagined than a heavy claim for fire lossi 
preferred by a Japanese ; for, as we remarked 
before, fire insurance is a contract founded 
upon mutual confidence and good faith. 
Probably, when the company drew up its pros- 
pectus, it did not occur to the promoters that! 
there would be any difficulty of this charac- 
ter, or the clause to the effect that “safe and 
spacious godowns are provided wherein goods 
deposited may be insured against fire,” would 
have been qualified by the addition of the 
words “if any respectable company will take 
the risk.” 

This is how the matter stands with the 
shosha, and it affords but one more illustra- 
tion of the inadequacy of the machinery pos- 
seased by Japanese for the conduct of trade 
on a large scale. Every transaction they 
propose to undertake comes to the same 
termination, and resort must be had to for- 
eign money and foreign business institutions. 


by their own people, the shosha is reported 
to be busily engaged in pawning or attempting 
to pawn the goods of their principals with 
foreign bankers for the purpose of obtaining 
money wherewith to make those advances, 
The distinction is, therefore, clearly one 
without a difference ; and the shosha, without 
the aid of foreign capitalists, would be quite 
unable to carry on its business.—Sept. 9. 


THE SILK TRADE. 


HE recent proceedings of a combination 
of Japanese silk merchants led to o 
meeting being convened to take into con- 
sideration the attitude assumed by them vis 
4 vis foreign resident merchants, and a large 
gathering of heads of houses and silk buyers 
took place at the Clab Germania last evening, 
forming, 10 every respect, an influential re- 
presentation of the whole foreign commercial 
community. Mr. Wiukrm, of the firm of 
Wien and Rosison, was voted to the chair, 
and opened the proceedings with a brief but 
lucid and pointed explanation of the carses 
which had led to the assembly. The discus- 
sion which followed was animated, and pos- 
sessed the great merit of unanimity of opinion 
which resolved itself into a resolution more 
than warranted by the conditions of foreign 
trade in Japan, and the class of persons 
with whom foreigners are compelled to deal. 
The remarks of the several speakers all tend- 
ed in one direction, namely, that there wrs 
a deep felt distrust in the commercial integ- 
rity of Japanese merchants proper, and that 
it behoved all interested to adopt those 
measures which long experience proved to 
be not merely wise or prudent, but barman 4 
necessary to surround foreign trade wit 
the safeguards essential to its existence. 
So general was this impression that none 
present seemed inclined to temper their 
opinions with any words that might be con- 
strued in favour of, or complimentary to, the 
Japanese people. The unanimous tone of 
the meeting, we are constrained to repeat, 
was one of profound distrust of the native 
trader, against whom foreign merchants are 
compelled to protect themselves. 

This community is to be congratulated 
upon the meeting, its tone, and its unanimity 
of result. That it should have been called 
at all is a sign that urgent necessity was 
the moving canse, for it is matter of com- 
mon knowledge and conversation that to 
ensure concerted action of the residents re- 
garding their own affairs, or to prevail upon 
them to meet to interchange ideas on the 
most important subjects intimately connected 
with their welfare, is immensely difficult if 
not wholly impossible: and that so large a 
gathering of leading merchants and silk 
buyers should have assembled at so short 
notice is an unmistakeable indication of the 
revival of the knowledge that union is 
strength; and that a formidable spirit of 
resistance is aronsed to combinations formed 
for objects injurious to the commerce to 
conduct which foreign merchants keep up 
large establishments, disburse great sums in 
salaries, wages, &c., and provide this country 
with the capital upon which ita traders. have 
been working ever since the porta were opened. 

Satisfactory as the tone and regult of the 
meeting are, it is much to be regretted that 
those present were unable to express them- 
selves in any other way than they did; and 


The point to which we beg to call the 


that Japan, and the commercial world with 
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which Japan deals, should be informed in 
this forcible and unceremovions manner that 
foreign merchants, after their twenty-one 
years practical experience, have no trust 
whatever in the commercial integrity of the 
Japanese trader, or in the Ee upon 
which his trade is conducted. This intense 
distrust of the native trader arises from 
various causes. Until lately the persons with 
whom foreigners have had to deal have been 
men without education or social standing, 
and devoid of those principles of probity and 
truth which are inherent in the foreign 
merchant, by whom honour and reputation 
are more highly prized than wealth. We have 
no desire to censure Japanese for failings 
which are the consequence more of their 
education than their inclination ; but this is 
no time to disguise facts merely because 
they are unpleasant to the ear, or to hesitate 
to give expression to sentiments which most 
now be enunciated if a better understanding is 
to be arrived at for the conduct of our mutual 
intercourse. Unacquainted with the strict 
principles on which business must be con- 
‘dacted, Jnpanese are accustomed to regard 
the action of foreigners in its conduct as 
oppressive, and sometimes insolent and 
insulting. Not untrnthful as men, they still 
regard trath, in word and deed, in business, 
ag indicating a dearth of imaginative power, 
and an absence of that elastic quality which 
gives such scope and variety to their own 
commercial transactions. Happily, however, 
a superior class of the people is being 
attracted to a puranit which they observe is 
held in high estimation by the enlightened 
nations of the west; and to their influence 
and example we may reasovably look for the 
causes which will lead to improvement. 


Of late years the fashion has been to land 
the intelligence and other good qualities of 
the Japanese people generally, and to give 
expression to harsh aud unjustifiable com- 
ments on the hardships to which the Japanese 
trader ia subjected undcr the oppressive and 
unjust commercial treaties supposed to be ip 
force. Deputations of Japanese have waited 
upon every foreign visitor whom they sup- 
posed to have influence, and in these inter- 
views the iniquitous character of the treaties 
has been the principal theme. Thia was speci- 
ally noticeable in the address presented by 
Mr. Gopal, in the name of the Osaka Chamber 
of Commerce, to Sir Joun Hennessy; and 
the same calumny has been repeated in the 
United States'and some of the countries of 
Enrope. Efforts have been made by the 
press to counteract the evil influence of these 
slanders; and to speak in defence of foreign 
commerce, of those who conduct it, and of 
its beneficial, not injurious, effect upon this 
country at large; and now a meeting which 
comprised, almost without exception, all the 
chiefs of our community, men whose experi- 
ence and judgment must have weight with 
the commercial world, has expressed a 
unanimous adverse opinion upon the rela- 
tions subsisting between Japanese and 
foreign merchants, thereby dealing a seri- 
ous blow to all the assertions made 
abroad in favour of the Japanese; and 
also to the several articles written at 
the request of the Japanese government 
by subsidized foreign journals and des- 
patched to prominent statesmen abroad 
hy tho Japanese Foreign Office. A better 
answer algo could not be given to the writings 
of those visitors who unfortunately could 
sce nothing in foreign intercourse but op- 
pression of the simple Japanese trader 
foreign merchants who should know better: 
while the composition of the meeting removes 


all doubt as to tho honesty and sincerity of 
conviction of those present. : 

The backward state of trade in Japan is 

a standing denial to all assertions of pro- 
gress. No effort is spared to invent new 
rocesses of manipulation of the paltry 
import and export which this nation digni- 
fies by the name of Foreign Commarce. 
Every trick which could be tried has been 
tried, and failed ; yet to the pain and regret 
of all earnest well-wishers no effort appears 
to be extended to the augmentation of 
available exports, to the removal of the 
obstructions thereto, the abolition of the 
disabilities under which the mass of the 
people labour, and to place Japan upon the 
true path to opulence and power, that which 
leads by broad, straight, and light, not nar- 
row, devious, and dark, avennes to a noble 
and monumental commerce, the beneficent 
mother of Pzacgz and GoopwiLt. 

A gleam of light has relieved the dreary 
prospect during the past year or two; and 
there are some foreign optimists who profess 
to hope for hetter times of which there is 
some promise; nor can thinking men entirely 
disagree with them. There is no doubt that the 
new element engaging in commerce is endowed 
with those advantages the present generation 
of merchants do not possess. Higher edaca- 
tion ; a keener sense of honour; an inherent 
regard for troth; an unswerving love of 
probity— qualities without which commerce 
in its true sense bas no existence among man- 
kind—are the distinguishing characteristics 
of the few newcomers whose example and 
precept may leaven the whole mass.— Sept. 21. 


SUBSIDIZED JOURNALISM, 
OR some few years past the hostility of 
the Japanese government and of cer- 
tain sections of the people towards foreign 
residenta, and the commerce conducted b: 
them, has made itself painfully felt. Certain 
that the vernacular newspapers could not be 
read abroad, even were they sufficiently in- 
fluential to command attention, the govern- 
ment bave made various efforts to inflaence 
one or more of the journals published in the 
English language in Tokio and Yokohama. 
The ‘first attempt was on the Japan Mail, 
when Mr. W. G. Hows. was proprietor and 
editor. The circumstances of that arrange- 
ment were detailed by Mr. Hows. in a 
letter addressed to this paper and published 
in February last, in which Mr. Hows. 
explained that, fearful any such arrangement 
as a large government subecription to his 
paper should be construed into the hire of 
his pen, before consenting to the agreement 
insisted upon the insertion of the following 
clause :— 

“The said W. G. Howe in view of 
“the unwritten but universally recognized 
“laws and traditions which guide all bonoar- 
“able journalism, shall be at fall liberty to 
“express and publish his own opinions in a 
“true and impartial manner upon any matter 
“communicated to him by the Japanese go- 
“vernment, or any matter whatsoever upon 
“which he may see fit to comment, and shall 
“be as free in this respect as if he had no 
“connection with the Japanese government.” 

This agreement, the full effect of which 
was not generally known at the time it was 
made, was severely animadverted upon by 
the Mail's contemporaries. But Mr. Howri. 
was so well known, and his treatment of 


by | Japanese affairs so thoroughly and sincerely 


impartial, that public opinion became unan- 
imous in absolving him from all suspicion 


of being influenced by an arrangement by 
which five hundred copies of every mail 
issue of his paper were furnished for a sum 
“very much under one half of the annnal 
rate of subscription.” Further, we must add 
to this the most important fact, that the 
Mail's treatment of Japanese affairs caused 
the arrangement to terminate within a very 
short period. Mr. Howstz’s candid explana- 
tion of all these ciroumstances not only 
removes the reproach which exaggerated 
ramoor cast upon him, but it gave us some 
insight into the working of an agreement 
between an independent journalist and the 
government of Japan. ‘hen came the estab- 
lishment of the Tokio Times, a journal the 
subscription to which by the general public 
was so small as to be insufficient to cover 
the mere cost of printing. For three and a 
half years this Japanese journal printed in 
English was maintained by the government, 
or by some department thereof, for the ex- 
press purpose of vilifying the whole foreign 
community. Public opinion, combined with 
the knowledge which gradually dawned upon 
the minds of the suborners of that shameless 
print that its advocacy was doing them 
infinite harm, led to the withdrawal of the 
monthly payments, and from Jane 1880 until 
the beginning of this year, the government 
had no foreign condncted organ, when the 
Japan Mail, which had rapidly declined in 
public estimation since the retirement of Mr. 
W. G. Howett, and which had, by its vacil- 
lating policy, and frequent change of editor, 
become the laughing-stock of sensible people, 
was, to everybody’s surprise, stated to be 
urchased by a gentlemen holding Hrs 

AJESTY’S commission. Some of our contem- 
poraries, less punctilions than ourselves, 
insinuated that the Japan Mail had been pur- 
chased for the express purpose of advocating 
official and anti-foreign views. The sub- 
sidization of the Muil by the government was 


Y | also referred to, and that journal, alluding to 


this accusation, said, in its issue of January 
the 29th :— 


“That such relations exist is completely 
“false. This paper is not an official organ in 
“any sense of theword. It receives no sub- 
“gidy whatsoever from the government of 
‘Japan, and the opinions expressed in its 
“columns are entirely the outcome of inde- 
“pendent conviction.” 

This was written before a trans- 
action to which reference will be made. The 
re was written after, namely on April 

6th :— 

“In reply to a charge leas unworthy of at- 
“tention, since it was more candid, we stated 
“some time ago, that this journal is entirely 
“ independent and that the opinions its colamns 
“contain are from first to last the outcome of 
“our bonest convictions. We can only now 
“repeat that statement, and we do so most 
“ emphatically.” 

A few days ago wo received information 
from a perfectly trastworthy source that the 
Japan Mail supplied one of the government 
departments with three hundred copies of 
that paper. Having dne regard to past 
transactions, to the attitude recently assum- 
ed by the Japan Mail, its advocacy of the 
suppression of unsubsidised journals, the 
abo ition of extra-territorial rights, the sub- 
mission of foreigners to Japanese law, and 
ita unsupported statements in regard to tho 
terms of acquisition of state property by the 
government steamship company, all matters 
of vital interest to the commanity at large, 
we inserted the graph in our issue of the 
80th ultimo. On the 1st inat. the Japan 
Herald repudiated any connection with the 
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matter, and on the following day the datly 
edition of the Mail explained that an entirely 
ansolicited order, unburdened by conditions, 
was sent to its proprietor two months or so 
after the purchase of the paper, increasing the 
number of copies of the weekly paper sub- 
soribed for by the Japanese Foreign Office, 
“not, however, by any meaus to the extent 
stated by our contemporaries.” 

When this order was received the proprie- 
tor of the Mail feeling that so soon as the 
matter attracted publio attention ita propriety 
would be questioned, addressed a letter to 
the vioe-minister for foreign affairs, which 
we quote :— 

Draz Stz,—I beg to acknowledge with thanks 
the receipt of your letter directing that certain 
copies of the Japan Weekly Mail shall be forwarded 
in future to the addresses mentioned in your en- 


closed list. 

You will I trust lon me if I take the op- 
portunity of stating that the policy of the Japan 
Mail is entirely independent, and that, so long as 
I remain its proprietor, ite contents shall invari- 
ably be the outcome of my own honest convictions. 

‘his declaration may perhaps appear superfluous 
in the total absence of all communication on the 
subject from either yourself or any other member 
of His Imperial Majesty's Government, but I am 
persuaded that any suspicion of undue influence 
would be as unwelcome to you as it is intolerable to 
myself, and I therefore do not hesitate to place 
on record an unequivocal disavowal of all obliga- 
tion with the support you have now been pleased 
to give the Japan Mail. 

“Our readers,” says the Japan Mail, “ are 
“now in possession of the exact relationship 
“in which thig paper stands to the govern- 
“ment of Japan. We place the plain facts 
“before the public, confident that they re- 
“ quire neither comment nor elaboration.” 

The pablic may not without reflection uns 
derstand the importance to themselves of & 
transaction of this kind. It seemed imposy 
sible that any Englishman could be found ta 
voluntarily advocate the suppression of free 
thought, the subjection of foreigners to 
Japanese law, which virtually is non-existent, 
and to a form of government declared by 
native speakers in public meetings to be na 
longer endurable, even by themselves, and 
to make the utterly unworthy suggestion, 
none the less shamefal for being put 
forward under a false guise, that the first of 
these ends might be attained by closing the 

t offices against unlicensed journals, 
‘Now, «however, ‘the mystery is partially 
explained. Not by any means three 
huadred oopies are subseribed for by 
the foreign office, says the Japan Matl. How 
many eopies then? ‘Withont this informa 
tion, the ‘exact relationship,” and ‘ plain 
facta” are not before the public, and it is 
essentially necessary to the reputation of the 
Japan Mail, if it desires to be regarded as a 

‘foreign journal and not as the organ of the 
government subsidized for the purpose of 
putting forward coloured and exaggerated 
accounts of Japanese progress, of the ability 
of the government, and of the unworthiness 
of the people to exercise any political rights, 
- or even to sit as jurymen. With what object 
of his own can an Englishman, im fairness to 
the class of foreigners in Japan, urge the. pre- 
posterous demand of the Japanese for the 
abolition of extra-territoriality P Ho knows 
thoroughly well that the laws of Japan are 
utterly unequal to the requirements of for- 
eign commerce and its usages. Farther that, 
however porfect the codes of law may be 
made, there is not a single Japanese with 
legal training and knowledge of the world 
sutficient to warrant his appointment to any 
jadicial poat where he would be called upon 
to administer those laws with due regard to 
the usages of civilized nations ; customs and 


usages equally necessary for the contro! and 
proteetion of their commerce and for the peace 
and proaperity of Japan. 

We disclaim any feeling in this matter ; 
bat we hold that the practice of inflnencing 
newspapers by payment, whether made 
directly, or in the form of subscription, can- 
not be too severely criticised ayd condemned. 
In this case, it is perfectly well known the 
government would not subscribe unless the 
proprietor of the paper conformed to their 
especial requirements, and unless they could 
rely on an apparently discriminative, but in 
reality substantial, advocacy of all their 
measures. The letter of the proprietor of 
the Mail to the vice-minister for foreign 
affairs, written on March 11th, is worse than 
valueless, for it anticipates the construction 
likely to be placed on the action of the for- 
eign office without affording any guarantee 
that the interests of the public will not be 
sacrificed at the command of the chief sub- 
soribers. Whether or not the Japan Mail is 
supporting government measures, earning its 
money, in fact, is a question for those to 
decide who are interested in it. For our 
part, we hold that the acceptance of money 
by a newspaper from any party or govern- 
ment is inconsistent with its duty, and 
wholly incompatible with the traditions of 
honourable journalism. 

Finally, we have a right to ask why the 
explanation is omitted from the Weekly Mail, 
the paper despatched abroad by the govern- 
ment? Are the people who receive that 
journal to be kept in ignorance that the 
articles it contains are paid for by the only 
persons who are interested in their publica- 
tion P—Sept. 10, 


HOW DO THE GOVERNMENT SUPPLY 
THEIR SPECIE REQUIREMENTS 
ABROAD ? 


OPLE have been waiting for the go- 
vernment's necessary remittances to 
Europe, to cover their expenditure abroad, in 
expectation of seeing a sudden and serioun 
decline in the present nominal valye of paper 
currency ; and the other day it was noticed in 
the journals that two of the principal 
ministers of state had visited at No. lla 
celebrated foreign financier, for the pur- 
pose arragging a scheme for the improve- 
ment of kingatsu. If this scheme is to be 
carried out without a foreign loan, that 
is to say, without coin, the celebrated 
foreign financier alluded to ought to have 
lived eighteen hundred and odd years ago, 
during the period of miracles. If, nowever, 
the improvement in the condition of satan or 
the prevention of further depreciation, are to 
be carried out without the aid of coin, they 
will have to be carried out by obtaining from 
the nation its saleable commodities ‘for paper, 
and converting such saleable commodities 
into bullion in different parts of ‘Europe and 
America ; which bullion will have to be sent 
to London to the agent of the government 
there ; that is to say, in other words, bullion 
will be purchased by the government for 
kinsatsu in London instead of in Yokohama. 
Whatever the process may be, we have only 
to regard thé reault, which is, that the govern- 
ment, by this means, seek to obtain the 
ballion they require in exchange for the only 
currency they can disburse—paper. Opera- 
tions like these would not only be anjust to 
the country but ruinous to the currency of 
the nation. 
People are speculating whethor the action 


of the Specie Bank in April and May last 
was due to the advice of the celebrated 
foreign financier. The action of the Specie 
Bank now alluded to, and which we 
have learned from public ramonr, was 
to send emissaries into the principal silk 
districts, to offer advances of money in paper 
to assist silk reelers with a larger capital 
than they originally possessed for the pro- 
duction of silk and the purchase of cocoons. 
Tt is said that a very large number of 
Japanese reelers in the interior jumped at 
the offer, especially as the amount of interest 
was put ata very low rate, say about one half 
per cent. per month. Now it is well known 
that Japanese of all olasses are very ready 
borrowers, and it is.not to be wondered at 
that offers of money at a low rate of interest 
should be eagerly acoepted. Bat, after the 
loans bad been accepted, came certain con- 
ditions attached to the promissory notes 
or receipts; and among these conditions, 
they say, are some very stringent clauses 
imposed upon the borrower; such as, first, 
that all silk produced must be sent abroad 
on account of the prodacer through some of 
the recently established direct-trading com- 
panies or shokwai ; that the proceeds, deduct- 
ing charges, would have to be paid over to 
the government agent in London, snd that 
the producer here would bo credited in 
account with the result of the sale, in paper 
currency. Second, that upon the recognized 
shipment abroad of the produce, a farther 
advance would be made of 80 per cent. of 
its value, also in paper. Thus the pro- 
ducer and borrower is bound to ship 
all he prodaces through the mediam of 
the lender or his agents, until the origi- 
nal loan is recovered by the Specie Bank 
through the instalments of 20 per cent. on 
the value of each shipment; or by a balance 
of return from the selling markets. By the 
stipulation of the Specie Bank that the pro- 
dace must be sent through one of the estab- 
lished trading companies, and not through 
any of the native merchants of Yokohama, 
it is to be presumed that the Specie Bank 
desires its lien upon all produce shall 
be entrusted to Japanese agents residing 
abroad, and not to foreign firms of standing 
or reputation. Thus, the trading companies 
are not allowed to be independent merchants 
acting in accordance with their judgment for 
the benefit of their constituents, but all their 
operations seem to be controlled by the go- 
vernment, possibly in order to force ship- 
ments into the hands of the government's 
special agents, who are attached as com- 
mercial branches to the Specie Bank; or to 
one or two of their foreign favourites who 
are frequently allowed to send foward quanti- 
ties of silk on Japanese account. hether 
these measures are taken for the purpose of 
securing its lien, or to disguise the real 
character of the transactions, is a subject for 
speculation. 


This method of laying down money in 
London is but a variation of the process 
which .was exposed some four years ago. 
Then, according to H. E. Oxuma’s own 
avowal, to avoid drawing upon the “reserve 
fand,” rice was purchased in the interior and 
shipped on government account for conver- 
sion into bnilion to be ased in London for 
government purposes. These transactions 
were then on government account solely ; 
and the government then formed the only 
direct-trading company of Japan : an attitude 
which gave rise to go much adverse criticism 
that the poliey was abandoned, to be re- 
commenced in this new and diagpised form. 
To-day, the government do-not appear to be 
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directly interested in any of the produce 
forwarded, and are in a position to say to 
the world,—" Our people want to trade in 
this manner, and we are simply assisting 
them.” They do not add that which appears 
to be the truth, namely,—'‘ We have tempted 
the people to accept our money at a low 
interest, with subsequent conditions so 
overous that in a short time they must be 
impoverished for our gain, or for our im- 
mediate credit.” : 

It is almost unnecessary to remind 
foreign readers that transactions of this kind 
are radically unsound in principle, and 
disastrous in their conaequences. Many of 
our Japanese friends do not, however, re- 
cognize the danger of continuing this com- 
mercial policy, and we may therefore point 
ont to them that exports which yield. no 
retarns, either in money or commodities, 
must drain the nation of its resources and 
rob the labourer, to enable the government to 
purchase bullion in London for their require- 
ments with kinsatsu at a better rate than 
they can in Japan by the same means. If the 
government were to attempt to purchase bul. 
lion in the open ports for remittance to Lon- 
don, the large quantities required would cause 
the value of their paper to speedily fall below 
200, without, be it understood, in any way 
inoreasing the quantity in circulation under 
their present arrangements. The peoplo, 
therefore, are deceived with regard to the 
value of the paper for the time, by this trick 
or scheme to obtain bullion abroad by dis- 
guised means, which would be readily seen 
through if the people would only reflect 
upon what must be the consequence of 
@ continuation of such transactions; and 
upon the fact that they are parting with the 
fruits of their industry for nothing beyond 
government notes which are irredeemable, 
even in cases of the utmost urgency, such as 
famine, war, &0.—Sept. 10. 


TRADE MARKS. 


Si iar: judgment of Consul-Genoral Van 

Buren in the anit of Raspe v. Copeland, 
wherein the plaintiff sought an injunction 
ageinst the further use, and damages for 
past use by the defendant, of a certain 
trade mark alleged to be the property of 
the Flensburg. Brewery, is not so satis- 
factory as the public seem to think they 
had a right to expect. This opinion we share 
to a great extent, though free to confess that 
it is not-elear what othor decision. could have 
been arrived at. The injanction prayed for 
has been granted, bat the defendant bas escap- 
ed, with nominal damages nnd costs, the con- 
sequences of an offence of a serious character, 
and apparently upon the ground which is re- 
garded as utterly untenable, that he, a brewer, 
acted carelessly and not maliciously in com- 
plying with the request of certain Japanese 
to place the labels of the Flensburg Brewery 
upon bottles containing beer belonging to the 
defendant. 

That the plaintiff's case was weak cannot 
be denied; still the judge appeared satisfied 
with the evidence, a conclusion to which 
he was no doubt ussisted by the fact that 
the defendant had pleaded guilty. ‘Ihe 
question before the court was simply that 
an alien friend, whom the law of the United 
States authorizes to assert his rights in the 
courts equally with a citizen, prayed for 
relief and protection against the infringement 
of a trade mark, by the use of which the 
defendant had deceived the public, and in- 
jared the plaintif. In this country the 


forgery of trade marks is carried on without 
any attempt at concealment. There are 
factories at work in Tokio, where thonsands 
of copies of any label can be obtained at a 
few hours notice; and in addition, there is 
the still greater evil, because the more diffi- 
cult of detection, of the refilling with in- 
ferior liquor of the large number of bottles 
sold empty with undefaced labels by the 
servants of foreign consumers. Had the 
defendant in this cause been an utterly 
ignorant man, new to the businens, there 
might have been some reason for ascribing 
his action to carelessness : but the defendant 
has carried on his business for many years, 
understands the importance of a trade mark 
thoroughly well, and, if he be not wholly 
oblivious to current events, was woll ac- 
quainted with the complaints made during 
the past few years of the dishonest practice 
of Japanese dealers in passing off all manuer 
of spurious compounds onder cover of forged 
trade marks. 


‘rhe court did not, however, take this view 

of the matter. There appears to have been 
some doubt as to the status of the plaintiff in 
his own country, or in the court of his own 
country in Japan. That this irrelevant 
| matter was introduced at all is much to be 
regretted ; but that it should have been in- 
troduced without steps having been taken 

to explain the points raised, is lamentable. 
The judge had previonsly decided that 

the common law of the United States 

takes cognizance of the offence charged : 

it cannot be disputed that this court is 

empowered to administer that law as fully as 

the home courts could do; and farther, as.an 

alien in the United States is liable to the 

law, he is also entitled, as of right, to its 

protection equally with a citizen, The Fb 

ition could not, therefore, be considered 
‘without admitting the dangerous principle 
that an action brought by an alien may be 

governed by the law of the nation to which 

the plaintiff belongs, instead of that of the 

country before whose court the cause is laid. 

This position was, it is true, ignored by the 

jadge, but in a manver plainly indicative 

of some doubt as to the justice of probibit- 

ing a United States citizen from doing that 

which a German here. might do with impunity. 

These points having arisen, let us inquire 
into the position the defendant would have 
occupied. had he been a German, and the 
plaintiff 8 United States citizen. Article 17 
of the convention between the Gorman 
Empire and the United States, dated 11 
December 1871, provides :— 

Touching the marks or labels on or on.the 
packages containing said goods; and also touching 
patterns, and marks of trades or manufactures, 
the citizens of Germany shall enjoy in the United 
States of America, and American citizens shall 
enjoy in Germany, the same protection as native 
citizens. 

Yokohama is Germany or the United States: 
so far as the subjects or citizens of those 
powers are concerned. Under this conven- 
tion the German court would be precluded 
from questioniny the statas of the plaintiff, 
and bound, on the prosecution of an Ameri- 
can citizen, to administer the law which is 
defined in the code of criminal proccdure to 
be :— 

Art. 1.-Persons can affix a distinctive mark to 
their gools, upon giving notice to the district 
court which will cause the same to be entered 
upon the commercial registry. 

Art. 14.—Any person knowingly and unlawfully 
using a trade mark registered in accordance with 
the law; affixing the same upon any goods or 
their packages; or knowingly bring into circula- 
tion, or hold for sale, such unlawfully marked 
goods, will be liable to a penalty of not less than 


150 nor exceeding 3,000 marks, with or without 
imprisonment for a period not ex i six 
months; and to pay the injured party for the 
damage he may have sustained. 

Art. 15.—Upon the application of the prosecutor, 
in addition to the punishment prescribed in the 
preyiecs article, the offender may be condemned 

liquidated damages not 6,000 marks. 
ee, thee damages each defendant is separately 

le. 

German law is, it will be'seen, sufficiently 
stringent in this matter; and there is little 
doubt that had the defendant in the suit 
of Raspe.v. Oopeland been a German: subject, 
he would not have escaped with what is 
justly considered to be nothing more: than a 
reprimand, and a cantion not to offend again. 

Since the judgment was delivered in this 
suit Mr. Raspe has received the following 
note from a gentleman staying at Miyano- 
shite :— 

Seeing your action against Copeland in the 
pepers enclose a label taken oe a bottle 
tendered as German beer (Stock: beer), to us at 
Kiga yesterday. The bottle contained Ja; 
beer and was sold at the same price as Bass’ beer. 
A considerable quantity of same stuff seems to be 
palmed off on people as German beer, and the 

trators of such frauds should be severely 
It with. 

The defendant Copeland cannot be res- 
ponsible for this, because he only “ used the 
trade mark labela on a few dozen bottles of 
beer.” Nevertherless, the label is either ge- 
nuine, or so exact a copy as to defy the closest 
scrutiny, while it is equally certain the beer 
was not Stock beer. The evil is not so con- 
fined as it would appear to be; and for years 
past spurions beer in particnlar has been 
found in all parte of the country bearing the 
trade marks of well known and’ respectable 
brewers. To propose to'the Japanese govern- 
ment that the offenders should be. punished 
with fine and imprisonment, is unreasonable 
and self-condemnatory when an Anterican 
citizen, a principal, or an accessory before 
and after the fact, escapes with a. purely 
nominal penalty. 

Mr. Rasps bas dove a public service in 
bringing this action. Before impressing upon 
the 5 Pa authorities the importance of a 
law to protect trade marks, foreigners, who 
are largely interested, should take pepe 
bring’ their own‘offenders to account. Eng- 
lish law is so much to the point that British 
subjects may well live in wholesome dread of 
it: what tbe German law is we can now 
judge ; and it is axcecdingly probable the next 
case in the United States Consular-General 
Court will show that this dangerous invasion 
of the rights of property and’ fraud upon the 
public, cannot pass without the punishment it 
richly, deserves.—Sept. 10. 


GOVERNOL HENNESSY’S CHAMPION 
IN TROUBLE. 


Or irrepressible contemporary of the 

Hongkong Telegraph has allowed his zeal 
to overrun his discretion in the gratuitous task 
he has undertaken of whitewashing Governor 
Hennessy. The paper made ita first appear- 
ance on the 15th. June last, and from that 
time to this it has, in the face of facts, 
credited that strong minded ruler with vir- 
tues he has never possessed, talents he has 
never displayed, and, with a determination 
worthy. a better cause, has endeavoured to 
represent the idol of his adoration as—ho 
never was. To effect his purpose he has 
apparently stnck at nothing. e have twice 
taken him to task for the scurrilous and 
brutal language be has usod towards the 
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Ohina Masl and Daily Press, for no other 
apparent reason than that those papers 
do not and cannot see things with his eyes 
through the medium of rose-coloured spec- 
tacles. As might have been anticipated, in 
the end he went a step too far. On the 2nd. 
August last he published an article headed 
“ Personal” which well deserved its title for 
it was’ personal from beginning to end. In it 
a free use was made of the names of Mr. 
H. Wioxrme, merchant and commission agent, 
Mr. Gzorce Murgay Baty, editor and pro- 
prietor, and Mr. Roserr Smits, sub-editor of 
the Ohina Mail. The firat named gentleman 
filed an action for wilful and malicious libel 
in the Supreme Court of Hong Kong and 
assessed damages at $1,000. The case was 
tried on the 25th. and 26th. alto. before the 
Hon. J. Russent, acting puisne jadge, and 
a special jury consisting of Messrs. H. G. 
James, J. A. Mosuzy, and S. G. Birp. Mr. 
Hartias, Q.C. appeared for the plaintiff and 
Mr. J. J. Francis for the defendant. We 
may here state that the case was first set 
down for hearing in sammary jurisdiction 
on the 12th. August when, after some discus- 
sion, it was agreed that it should be taken 
before a jury and was eventually tried on the 
days above named. 

he article complained of occupied nearly 
three columns of closely printed matter and, 
as Mr. Hayiwag truly said in opening the 
case, “it was such a systematical work of 
“art, worked up with such great power of 
“ language and invective, that it was difficult 
“to pick out one passage or another which 
“was more libellous than the rest. But sum- 
‘ming up the whole article it charged his 
“ client with being conoerned with some other 
“ people in a conspiracy to ruin the defendant 
“in .the attempt he was making to establish 
“a newspaper. It would be very difficult to 
“ pick out from the three colamns the particu- 
“ lar phrases or passages upon which his client 
“relied ; some were calculated to bring him 
‘into publio ridicule and contempt, some were 
“ calculated to affect him in his business capa- 
“city, but they were so carefully put and 
“ worked out that it was impossible to pick out 
“one part and base one’s case on it.” The 
circumstances which inspired the precious 
effusion, as far as we can understand, seem 
to be as follows. 

Prior to starting the Hongkong Telegraph, 
Mr. Faasgz Smita obtained tender from 
Messrs. pz Souza & Co. to print and pub- 
lish it for a period of six months for $150 
per month. This was accepted and an agree- 
ment was drawn up for signature. But before 
patting his name to it Mr. pe Souza asked 
Mr. Wick1n@ to look over the document to see 
that it was all right. That gentleman not 
having any practical knowledge of printing 
consulted Mr. Barn, editor and proprietor of 
the China Afstl, and eventually addressed the 
following letter to Mr. pe Souza which ex- 
cited tho ire of the projector of the then 
embryo Telegraph :— 


4 Club Chambers, 


June 7th, 1881. 
J. J. pe Souza, Esq. 


My dear Sir, 


Agreeable tv your request I have looked 
over the agreement which Mr. Fraser-Smith 
submits for your approval and signature; 
but not being sufficiently well acquainted 
with the details of your business | cannot 
form a fair ostimate as to what will be the 
cost of providing the paper in question, but 
with the hope of getting you the business in 
question, 1 consulted with my friend Mr. 
G. M. Bain, who read the agreement, and 


without the least hesitation said it wonld 
cost you at least $350 to $400 a month to 
carry out the agreement which you are asked 
to do for $150. 

Under these circumstances you will doubt- 
leas point out to Mr. Fraser Smith your 
inability to undertake the mattor. 


Yours faithfully, 


Harer WIckKING. 


This letter very naturally had the effect of 
making Mr. pe Souza hesitate to carry ont 
the agreement, wherenpon Mr. Fraser-SMita 
also very naturally threatened legal proceed- 
ings as he had already issued circulars and 
canvassed for advertisements in anticipa- 
tion of the appearance of his paper. Mr. 
DE Souza again appealed to Mr. Wickine and 
the result was another note from that gen- 
tleman :— 

“ Dear Souza, 


If you have not signed any documents he 
cannot do anything, he wants you to do for 
$150, what will cost you fully $450, and you 
would be a fool to undertake it. He cannot 
do anything so let him threaten, I am too 
busy to call on you just now. 

H. W.” 

We will now endeavour to cull a few of 
the objectionable phrases from this intensely 
“ personal” article which led to the prosecu- 
tion. First and foremost we will give the 
Telegraph's description of the plaintiff which 
the judge characterised as “ objectionable 
sarcasm,” and without which our extracts 
would be singularly incomplete :— 


Mr. Harry Wicking is a gentlemen woll 
known in Hongkong. For many years a 
shopman in a Queen’s-road store, he attained 
some celebrity as factotum and adviser to the 
late Mr. Kwok Acheong, and afterwards 
acquired a wide spread fame as a zealous 

rtisan of the now defanct Cosmopolitan 
Bok Company, of which institution he was 
facetiously styled the “ Consulting Director.” 
Lately he has added to his immense influ- 
ence by the leading position he is said to 
have taken in the proposed opposition to the 
Sugar Refinery, and Messrs. Jardine, Mathe- 
son & Co. (against whom the magnificent 
one has a special animus), and the sharehold- 
era of the China Sugar Refining Company 
are reported to be in a dreadful funk at the 
probable results of opposition from such a 
dangerous character. 

The Telegraph commences its article b: 
expressing its intention “to lay before Cite} 
“ friends and supporters (who are they P) in 
“ self-defence the details of what has every 
‘appearance of being a detestable conspiracy, 
“ organised and carried out with anacrapolous 
“ persistency by an interested clique for the 
“apparent purpose of injaring (that) journal.” 
Later on it is asserted that “ Mr. Wickina’s 
“letter commences with a lie, ends with one, 
“and is one long continued mis-statement 
“thronghout.” Again it asks, “does it not 
“ look remarkably likea got-up job, hatched by 
“ the fertile brain of the ubiqaitous WicKING ?” 
Again, “if the estimate is really and traly 
“Mr. Baty’s, that gentleman either is grossly 
“ig: orant of a bn-iness he pretends to 
“understand or he deliberately attempted to 
“ruin the prospects of this paper.” Further, 
“The expenses of printing the Telegraph for 
“the month of July, including extra copies, 
“supplements, &c. amounted to $134, ($151 
“ the defendant stated in cross-examination in 
“ court) about one third of Mr. G. M. Bain’s 
“friendly (?) and professional (?) estimate, 
“and our books are open for the inspection of 


“ Mr. Barn or any other gentleman who cares 
“to inspect them, Wicgine alone excepted. 
“The lion might be tolerated, the jackal 
“never.” Mr. Ropert Sirs, sub-editor of 
the China Mail, publicly stated that many of 
the notices in the Teleyraph were “dummies” 
which he said he was ina position to prove. 
The article winds op with the following 
grand, bat touching and pathetic peroration, 
which we may as well give in extenso:— 

“Now for results. This public exposé of 
“ what we have been called upon to submit to, 
“is our only remedy. We might sue Mr. 
“ Robert Smith for his slanderous, assertions 
“and probably would gain a verdict; but with 
“what result? The sub-editor of the China 
“ Mail is avowedly not worth powder and shot, 
“so in this matter we can only leave him to 
“orawl in the dust at his auperior’s feet, an 
“object of contempt to all right thinking 
“ men. 

“ We have lived in many lands, and ander 
“various auspices, but we have seen more of 
“thecontemptible side of human nature daring 
“the past six weeks than we ever previously 
“experienced. It has been said that there are 
“ many person who are esteemed only because 
“they are not known. Their real dispositions 
“are masked so successfully as to be valued 
“and admired for qualities which they never 
“possessed. We have to our cost proved the 
“trath of this. 

“ Political opinions and social ideas and 
“views must differ; and a good tempered, 
‘honest guerilla warfare between rival news- 
“papers is legitimate and commendable 
“enough, and frequently leads to beneficial 
“results. But when a greody, jealous dis- 
“ position, denying to a supposed rival, in 
“a perfectly free colony, the indisputable 
“right which every man possesses to carn 
“his bread in the manner be thinks hest, 
“gots unfairly, the voice of public opinion 
“should be heard. We deny the right of 
“the China Mail to monopolise all news- 
“ paper rights and privileges in this colony. 
“We decline to be put down by the too 
“ transparent artifices of Mr. Harry Wicking, 
“Mr. George Murray Bain; and Mr. Robert 
Smith.” 

We have neither time nor space to give a 
full report of the trial as published by our 
Hongkong contemporaries, and in. fact it 
would be superflaons to do s0. Suffice it to 
say, that Messrs. Wicxma and Bai gave 
their evidence fairly and straightforwardly, 
and proved beyond a doubt that they were 
in no way actaated by malice or had in any 
way entered into a ‘detestable conspiracy ” 
to ruin the Telegraph. The defendant, on 
the other hand, was frequently rambling and 
incoherent, not to say contradictory, and 
(figuratively) winced and floundered like an 
eel under the scientific handling of the 
learned counsel for the prosecution. It is 
but fair to add that the defence was most 
ably conducted by Mr. Fraxcis, 

he presiding judge summed up very 
fairly and impartially, and in the course 
of his remarks said that the real sting 
had been taken out of the case by a disclaimer 
on the part of the defendant that he had any 
intention of saying that they were conapira- 
tors and apologising if they felt aggrieved. 
Although an apology had been made in court 
it was only after the evidence of the otber 
witnesses had gone abroad. His Lordship 
wound up as follows :— 


The only question in the case was as to 
privileged commanication, which was daty 
and interest on the part of the peraon making 
it, and a corresponding duty and interest on 
the part of tho poreon receiving it. There 
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had been no case where the priuciple had 
been extended to a newapaper article. There 
was no common interest, no coordinate in- 
terest. between Mr. Fraser-Smith and the 
general public, between Mr. Wicking and 
Mr. Bain and himeelf. If these gentlemen 
had entered into a conspiracy, he had his 
remedy. If they had libelled him, he had 
his remedy. They could not set one libel 
against another. If Mr. Francis wished he 
would give him an opportunity of arguing 
the point, bat it would not necessitate an- 
* other jury. Mr. Francois had admitted that 
the article was defamatory. Then came the 
question of damages. Assuming for a mo- 
ment that it was not justified, they would 
bave to consider what damages the plaintiff 
bad suffered. If they considered that there 
was a libel and that it was not justified and 
that the defendant had repeated it, that was 
to be taken ns aggravation of damages. If 


they found no malice, then they would reduce’ 
In the case of a privileged: 
communication the plaintiff would have to. 
| fever-stricken swamp. Sir Davin is not very 


the damages. 


show that there was express malice. 
he following qnestions were than pat to 
the jury. The answers are appended. 


1.—Do yon find that the libel or libels 
complained of are trne P—No. 

2.—Assuming that the occasion was justi- 
fied or privileged, do yon find that the defen- 
dant printed and published defamatory matter 
bond fide for the purpose of vindicating him- 
self, or was he actuated by malice P—Withont 
tmaalice. 

38.—What damages, if any, do you award 
tho plaintiff P—$250. 

His Lordship gave judgment accordingly 
and certified for the costs of connsel and 
special jury. 

With the result of the action we think no 
one can disagree. It is manifestly certain that 
the defendant does not, as he has since swal- 
lowed something more than an average al- 
lowance of that not very palatable dainty, 
commonly called “bumble pie.” His issue 
of the 29th. alt. contains a most apologetic 
article in which the amends honorable is most 
amply made to Messrs. Wickixe and Bar. 
We hope our headstrong contemporary has 
learnt a lesson that he will not soon forget, 
viz., that what is vulgarly called “ gutter 
literature” is no more appreciated in this 
part of the world than it is at home. If he 
wishes to “bolster up” Governor Hexnessy 
let him do so by all means; it pleases him 
and hurts no one, except perhaps the object 
of his rash and ill-advised adulation. No one 
appreeiates the liberty of the press more 
than ourselves; we at all times approve and 
encourage fair outspoken criticism and cen- 
sure on public men and public measures 
when deserved ; but we have a most tLorough 
contempt for that system of low, scurrilous 
abuse and insulting offensive personalitics 
which mado the defunct Yokio Times an 
object of loathing and disgust to all right- 
thinking persons, aud which has just im 
on the Hong Kong Telegraph all the trouble 
and expense of an action for libel.—Sept. 10. 


BRITISH OOLONIAL POLICY. 
I. 


HE colonial system is perbaps rather too 


foreign a subject for discussion here. 
Yot, as we are not so very far removed from 


a crown colony with which we have close 


commercial relations, and from which many 
a wail flies over the water on the high-handed 
proccedings of its rulers, a word or two on 


the question may possibly be not out of place. 


4 will prosper. 


Onr attention has been called to the matter 
by the perusal of a pamphlet entitled British 
Colonial Policy, by Sir Davin Weppersurn, 
Buagt., M.P., issued under the anspices of the 
National Liberal Federation. This brochure 
seems to have been inspired mainly by the 
difficulties which the British government 
have had to encounter in South Africa. 
With what the author says on that point we 
agree in the main, and consider his estimate 
of the lines of policy successively pursued by 
the cabinets of Lorp BeaconsrigLD and Mr. 
GLapsToNE a very fair one. He draws a very 
gloomy picture of the present condition and 
future prospects of Cyprus which he con- 
cludes by saying that,” neither the method 
by which Cyprus was obtained, nor the 
tenure by which it is held, ander the su- 
serainete of the Sultan, can be regarded as 
satisfactory, and the only apparent reason for 
keeping it is the difficulty of finding any onc 
to take it off our hands.” We imagine it 
would be rather difficult to find any na- 
tion fool-hardy enough to take over such a 


sanguine of Fiji either although he hopes it 
But then, as he says, there is 
the “ christianising and civilising mission ” 
to be carried out—a mission which always in 
Australasia has resulted in the gradual 
extinction of the native races. Tho free 
colonies—that is, those enjoying “ responsible 
government”’—in Australia and New Zealand 
are shown to have used their liberty very 
badly. The aggregate population of the six 
Australian colonies (inclading Tasmania) in 
1878 was a little over two millions whilst 
their aggregate public debt was £45,000,000. 
New Zealand, with a population (including 
Maoris) of less than half a million had in 
1878 a public debt of £22,608,311, and New 
Zealand bas not yet existed forty yenrs as a 
separate colony. The annual expenditure of 
these colonies, according to Sir Davip 
WeppseBukN “continues to exceed their 
income; and the consequent increase of 
indebtedness is not the worst feature of the 
case for a large proportion of the revenue is 
derived from land sales—a source of supply 
liable to exhaustion in all colonies, and in 
certain colonies already almost exhausted.” 
By way of illustration, our author saya :— 


“Thus in 1877 the gross amount of public 
“revenue for the Australasian colonies was 
“ £17,800,000, of that amount rather less than 
“ one-third being raised by actual taxation. 
“Tn 1878 the ‘ordinary’ expenditure of New 
“ Zealand, in a time of profound peace, exoeed- 
‘ed the revenue by nearly £200,000 while the 
“expenditore out of “loans for public works” 
“ was £1,786,992. New Zealand has a great 
“fatare before her, but that fature has been 
“ gravely compromised by a reckless financial 
“ policy, which has already expended a large 
“portion of ber splendid patrimony, tho public 
“lands, and has saddled the community with 
“a public debt just twice as heavy per head as 
“that of the United Kingdom. In fact the 
“most promising of all our colonies, on ac- 
“oount of natural advantages, is now in pro- 
“portion to population, the most heavily in- 
“debted country in the world. The ‘net in- 
“ debtedness’ of the colony, inclading the old 
“provincial government loans, has been stated 
“by the Agent-General for New Zealand 
“as amounting on 80th. Jane 1879, to £21,- 
“ 518,303.148.-54.” 

Sir Davin Weppersurn then goes on to 
show how this “indebtedness” was brought 
about and draws a curious picture of reckless 
extravagance upon which, it seems, an effec- 
tive check has at length been placed in the 
shape of a heavy tax upon property. It is to 


be hoped that the effect of this import will 
be to open the eyes of the New Zealand 
people, and to bring about economy and 
retrenchment. 

Here we will stop for the present. Later 
on we will see what Sir Davin WsppERBuRNn 
has to say about crown colonies and their 
peculiar form of government. We ma: 
premise that it is a part of his story whic 
he is rather inclined to slnr over. He has 
evidently not had the pleasure of living in 
one of them; if he had, he wonld probably 
have something to say on that species of 
“mild despotism ” under which our neigh- 
bours in Hongkong are now writhing. But 
let that pass. More hereafter.—Sept. 12. 


I. 


O return once more to Sir Davp 
Weppersugy’s pamphlet on British 
Colonial Policy. In spite of drawbacks in 
the way of “ indebtedness " the author claims 
an almost unqualified success for the line of 
policy which has been carried out in the 
very colonies which aro now suffering from 
that most common of all diseases—impecu- 
niosity. He grows quite gushing on the 
subject and only wishes the same system 
could be extended to other quarters of the 
globe, and then, according to him, the mil- 
Teniam would not be far off. But he seems 
to think it could not; why or wherefore is 
not clear. Here is a sample of Sir Davip's 
sentimentalism :— 


“Especially of Australia can it truly be 
“said that in the great islands of the 
“ Sonthern Oceana young England has 
“ arisen, cherishing for old England the affec- 
“tion of a daughter, not the jealousy of a 
“rival. A mighty nation has been already 
“ founded—a nation looking to England as 
“a model in politics, in art, in literature, 
“even in sports—living our life, thinking 
“our thoughts, reading our books, aud 
“ gradually transforming, as far as nature 
“will permit, the new world at the antipodes 
“into the likeness of the old home-land. 


Sir James Mackinrosa (quoted by our 
author) thus enunciates his own system of 
colonial policy :—‘ A full and efficient pro- 
“tection from all foreign influence ; full per- 
“mission to conduct the whole of their own 
“internal affairs ; compelling them to pay all 
“ the reasonable expenses of their own govern- 
“ment, and giving them at the same time a 
“ perfect control over tbe expenditure of the 
“ money ; and imposing no restrictions of any 
“kind upon the indastry or traffic of the 
“people.” These maxims were proclaimed in 
the House of Commons in 1828, and Sir 
Davip WeppersBurn takes upon himself to 
assert that, during the half-century which 
has elapsed, ‘they have found general 
“acceptance with the Liberal party under 
“‘ whose auspices the British Empire has been 
“administered during the greater part of that 
“period.” Really Sir Davin, this is too, too 
utter—bosh! “General acceptance,” that 
is, theoretic acceptance, they may have met 
with ; but, as regards crown colonies, they 
have certainly not been acted on by either 
Conservatives or Liberals. This, we will 
endeavour to prove. 

First and foremost, what are crown 
colonies? Sir Davip gives the answer. 
“ Crown Colonies” are those “ where legisla- 
“tion and administration are alike under the 
‘“home government, by whom all public 
“officers are appointed.” The principal 
crown colonies are Ceylon, Jamaica, Mauri- 
tius, Hongkong and the Straits Settlements. 
The worthy baronet evidently thinks the 
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less said about crown colonies the better. 
Beyond asserting their general prosperity and 
freedom from debt in support of which he 
quotes same very reliable figures, he main- 
tains a wise silence; how wise he probably 
little thinks. Let us endeavour to and out for 
ourselves what kind of Utopia a crown 
colony is. In order to do this we must 
again refer to the words of Sir James Mackmn- 
TOSH, transposing them, for the sake of em- 
phasis, into the form of question and 
answer :— 


Ta a “ fall and efficient protection from all 
foreign influence ” orded to crown 
colonies? ‘ Protection” is afforded, but 
whether it is “full and efficient” is not 
quite clear; that it is costly is clear enough. 
Here are the nice little sums disbursed 
annually by the crown colonies above named, 
by way of “military contributions” to the 
Imperial government :—Ceylon £130,000 ; 
Jamaica nothing, no troops supplied ; Maari- 
tins £45,000; Hongkong £20,000 and the 
Straits Settlements £50,000. 

Have these colonies ‘full permission to 
conduct the whole of their own internal 
affairs”? Certainly not: how, or in what 
way they have not will appear Inter on. 

Have they a perfect control over the ex- 
penditure of their own money? No. The 
Colonial Secretary of State interferes very 
considerably with their cash boxes. 

The governor of a crown colony is ap- 
pointed by Letters Patent under the Great 
Seal. Ho rules in the Queen’s name and, 
whilst invested with ample power and 
authority, there are, in theory, three checks 
to control his actions. We say “in theory” 
because practically they are of little avail. 
These checks are, an uxecutive council to aid 
him with their advice, a legislative council 
to assist him in making laws, and a colonial 
secretary of state to confirm or annual his 
actions. Let us endeavour to find out bow 
much they are worth. The executive council 
of a crown colony consists of some half- 
dozen senior officials whose prospects in life 
depend almost solely on the governor who 
has it in bis power very materially to ruin 
them if he thinks fit. Para. 73 Chap. 4 of the 
Colonial Regulations directs the governor of 
a colony to furnish an annual Confidential 
report on the characters and qualifications 
of the whole of his subordinates and it ia 
on this that their chances for promotion and 
advancement mainly rest. What more 
powerfal weapon could be put into the 
hands of » governor for making an execu- 
tive council see things with his eyes; 
what more perfect contrivance could there 
be for making a body of men subservient 
to the will or caprice of another? A 
high-minded honourable raler would scorn 
to use it as a meana of giving stabs in the 
dark; an anscrupalous one would _pro- 
bably hesitate at nothing of the kind. 
All things considered, with sach a sword 
of Damvcles hanging over their heads, 
much independence of thought or opinion is 
not to be jexpected from the ordinary ran 
% executive councils in crown colonies. 

The Legislative Council of a crown colony 
consists of about sixteen members of whom 
at least ten are officials and the reat: private 

ersons, generally leading merchants whose 
knowledge and experience of the wants and 
requiromonta of the colony justly entitle them 
to a sent in the local Parliament. The official 
members have no independence; they aro 
only a set of puppets whese strings are pulled 
by the governor. The Duke of Buckingham, 
when colonial secretary of state, issued 
a ciroular directing official members of coun- 


cil to vote as they are ordered by the 
governor under pain of immediate suspension, 
and perhaps, ultimate dismissal from office. 
The uu-offiicial members owe their position 
to the governor with whom the nomination 
rests ; they are usually on easy, if not, friend- 
ly terms with him, and are therefore not vei 
likely to oppose any measure he may thin 
fit to introduce. But even if they are public 
spirited enough to stand up for their own 
independence and the interests of the com- 
munity what is the consequence? The offi- 
cial phalanx outnumbers them by about two 
to one, are better disciplined and have to 
vote as they are directed ; defeat is therefore 
an absolute certainty. There is consequently 
nothing in the world to prevent an anprinci- 
pled governor or an overbearing secretary of 
state—for most colonial ordinances are con- 
cocted in Downing Street—from forcing any 
measure upon a colony, no matter how mon- 
strous it may be. The people may hold in- 
dignation meetings, the press may storm and 
thander and the un-officials may remonstrate 
and protest until they are black in the face; 
but no matter, the fiat, either of Government 
House or of Dowing Street, bas gone forth 
and, thanks to the mechanical voting of offi- 
cial members it becomes law. This is no 
exaggeration; during a prolonged residence 
in two crown colonies not, very far distant 
from here, we have known such things to 
happen more than once or twice. So much 
for the legislative council being a check on 
the governor of a crown colony. 

The third check is that of the Secretary 
of State who approves or disapproves, con- 
firms or annuls the acts of a colonial go- 
vernor. He is far away, and has probably 
scarcely any other source of information than 
that of the despatches of the official on whom 
he sits in jadgment which, perhaps, are not 
always models of candour and truthfulness ; 
he knows little and cares still less about the 
colony or ite people and is therefore not 
likely to be a more effective check on a 
governor than the other two above described. 

As to crown colonies having a perfect 
control over the expenditure of their own 
money they have nothing of the kind. A 
Secretary of State generally has a number 
of protegés to provide for, and crown colonies 
afford him many splendid facilities of doing 
so. As soon as a vacancy is reported to him, 
instead of allowing it to be filled up in rota- 
tion by one of the hard-working officials 
who have long borne the heat and 
burden of the day, he sends out one of his 
“curled darlings”. who is as much fitted 
for it as a square peg would be in a round 
hole. But the colony has to take him never- 
theless and, what is worse, to pay hima 
liberal salary. If this is not unwarrantable 
interference with the cash-box of a colony we 
know not what else to call it. This is onl 
one instance; there are other ways in which 
a Secretary of State freely handles a colonial 
exchequer which need not be here discussed, 
though we may incedentally mention that 
Lorp Kiwpeetgy has only recently order- 
ed the colony of the Straits Settlements to 
pay the whole cost of the Perak war of 
1875-6—a war that was waged in defence of 
Imperial policy and not in the interests of 
the colony. His Lordship says, in effect, 
that they must pay becanse they can and the 
British taxpayer won’t. We may add that 
the colonial office has grown so greedy of 
patronage that it has not, and does not, 
scraple to usurp even the filling up of such 
small posts as inspectorships of police. 

Little more need he said. The assertions 
we have made are borne ont by facts; and 


the opinions we have expressed of that covert 
despotism, that imperium in imperio, eaphem- 
istically termed crown-colony government, 
are based on experience acquired in a resi- 
dence in two of them extending over a period 
of thirteen years. Those who desire to judge 
for themselves have only to turn over the 
files of the Hongkong papers for the past 
four or five years to see a picture of high- 
handed antocracy far more in accordance 
with “Holy and Humane Russia” than 
with what one would expect to see in a 
colony or dependency belonging to a country 
which boasts of enjoying the ne plus ultra of 
civil, political and religious liberty. We 
have extended our remarks to a greater 
length than we intended; for this we trast 
our readers will excase us. It is a subject 
on which we feel strongly and one which 
cannot altogether be void of interest to any 
Englishmen, more especially as it is quite 
“on the cards” that Yokohama may one day 
become a British crown colony, perhaps not 
in our time, but the contingency is possible if 
not probable.—Sept. 17. 


THE WHISPERING AWAY OF 
REPUTATIONS. 


** Good name in man and woman, dear my lord, 
Is the immediate jewel of their souls.” 
HE above is the title of an article which 
appeared more than two years ago in 
the columns of Vanity Fair. We have taken 
the liberty to appropriate it (the title, not the 
article,) to our own use as it chimes in with 
what we are about to write mnch more 
sanialy than any other we are able to think 
of. 

Vanity Fair is a “society ” journal and 
with “ society ” journals, as a rule, we have 
very little sympathy; they are evident! 
meant to pander to a morbid taste; they all 
deal in frivolous olnb gossip, and one of them 
bas a knack of saying nasty things within an 
ace of libel which it is often forced to retract. 
We have frequently heard of Satan reproving 
sin and quoting soripture to his own advantage; 
whether he does so or not is a question for 
theologians to decide. It seems however that 
the class of papers above referred to, probably 
in their remorseful moods, sometimes bear 
witness against themselves. Vanity Fair 
has done so, and has spoken so much to the 
point that we have decided on taking its 
words as the keynote of our remarks ona 
detestable habit which is the bane of society 
in this, as as it is in all small communities :— 


“Tf there is a tendency in modern life to 
“suppress the grosser and more brutal vices, 
“there is unquestionably also a tendency to 
“develop those that are meanest, basest, and 
“ most cowardly. Highway robbery is replaced 
“by cheating, adulteration and swindling; 
“open violence by secret plotting; assault and 
“battery by innuendo and slander. It is as if 
“all that boldness which once gave a manly 
“flavour to aggression were lost and replaced 
ee ‘4 skalking cowardice; as though the courage 
“ that dared to meet and fight an enemy were 
“Jost, and had left behind only the miserable 
“resource of a stab in the dark—and instant 
“flight. But what is at once most wonderful 
“and most shameful is that the stab is de- 
“livered not even upon an enemy, but at ran- 
“dom upon anybody—even upon one called a 
“ friend —merely out of idleneas, to while away 
“five minates of gossip, calmly, lightly, care- 

lessly, as though there were nothing in it 
“bat what is usual and jnataral.” 
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Will anyone, who bas been here any length 
of time, venture to assert that this is nota 
true picture of what is only too common 
amongst, at least, the British residents of 
Yokohama ? Whilst we are natarally averse 
to discuss social matters in the columns of a 
journal devoted principally to the iuterests 
of trade and commerce we do not forget that 
there are other matters which claim our 
attention besides rates of exchange, prices 
current, &e. &. When there is an evil 


lorking in our midst it is our duty to expose 
and, if possible, eradicate it. It becomes us 
also to approve what is right and to condemn 
what is wrong at all hazards. The habit of 
gossip and scandal-mongering has arrived at 
such a pass in this settlement that we can no 
longer remain silent. ‘Stabs in the dark” 
are neither few nor far between; characters 
are freely discussed and reputations blasted 
for no other reason than to “while away 
five minutes of gossip.” With some un- 
principled slanderers, it is no exaggeration to 
say, that scarcely any man’s, mach less any 
woman’s, good name is safe. The business is 
80 artistically managed that the traducer, in 
nine cases out of ten, escapes detection. It is 
alldone by shrogs and winks; hints and 
insinuations, such as:— There must be 
“ something iv it—and I hear that this, that, 
“or the third thing is the case and that So- 
“ and-so,and So-and-soare mixed upinit. You 
“ mustn’t it say I said so, for indeed I know 
“ nothing about it at all; but itis very odd 
“ that Smith should have done this and that, 
“and of course you know Smith isa great 
“ friend of Jones's.” And so the impalpable, 
monstrous thing goes on. Nobody professes 
to believe it, nobody makes himself or herself 
responsible for the supposed facts—all is 
repeated as mere baseless gossip, heard any- 
where, retailed anyhow, but nevertheless 
believed to the cost of the hapless victims :— 

“There is a lust in man no charm can tame, 

Of loudly publishing his neighbour's shame ;— 

On eagle's wings immortal scandals fly 

While virtuous actions are but born to die.” 

The Family Herald, that “joy to tens of 
thousands of innocent households” as tho 
Saturday Review once gushingly described it, 
in one of its earlier volames went so far as to 
insinuate that this selfsame system of gossip 
and scandal-mongering is a dispensation of 
Providence, inasmuch as many people who 
arc impervious to the voice of conscience or 
the teachings of religion are kept in the right 
path from fear of being talked about by 
their neighbours. This idea, at any rate has 
the merit of originality. In our humble 
opinion, however, the person who refrains 
from wrong-doing for no higher reason than 
to stop the mouth of Mrs. Gronpy is no more 
really virtuous than the thief who abstains 
from stealing through dread of tho policeman, 
or the murderer who suspends his knife on 
account of a very natural terror caused by 
more or leas distinct visions of a hangman’s 
rope around his neck. 


To take the matter in a common sense 

int of view what earthly excuse can be 
alleged for the practice? It may be an- 
swered “ people will talk.” Very likely ; there 
is not the slightest harm in their talking 
—as long as proper subjects are chosen ; 
and there can, or ought to be, no difficulty 
on that head. There are papers enoogh and 
to spare published in Yokohama, and many 
others are constantly arriving from all parts 
of the world by each mail. Moreover, are we 
not almost daily receiving telegrams which 
afford ample topics, for both reflection and 
conversation, relative to stirring events which 
are taking place in more than one quarter of 


the globe? From amidst all this people 
onght to find something more important to 
talk about than the faults and shortcomings 
of their neighbours. If they must remove the 
mote from their brothers’ eyes let them first 
of all get rid of the huge balk that obscares 
their own vision. 

For the present we have said enough. We 
will therefore close these remarks by another 
quotation from Vanity Fair which entirely re- 
échoes ourown opinion. “Asentence ina uews- 
“ paper many be seen, known, and dealt with 
“as it reqnires ; but the secret whispers of 
“ slander that are passed from mouth to ear 
“in the ante-chambers of society cannot be 
“ handled or caught by the victim. Yet these 
“ —and not any newspaper paragraphs—are 
“what do the most cruel injury; by these 
“many a good man and woman has been 
“ puined without remedy or appeal, and by 
“these many more will be ruined unless and 
“ antil it is recognised to be the duty of all, 
“ not merely to refuse to be the vehicle for 
“ transmitting such whispers bat to stop and 
“ to discredit them and their bearers by an 
“instant, indignant repudiation of all en- 
“ durance of them.”—Sept. 19. 


CHUANG TSZE*. 


ROFESSOR Max Miiller, in the first 

of a series of able lectures on the 
Science of Religion delivered at the Royal 
Institution in 1870, lays it down as ‘the 
“ duty of those who have devoted their life to 
“the study of the principal religions of the 
“ world in their original documents, aud who 
“ value religion and reverence it in whatever 
“ form it may present itself, to take possession 
“of this new territory in the name of troe 
“science, and thas to protect its sacred pre- 
“gincts from the inroad of those who think 
“they have a right to speak on the ancient 
“religions of mankind, whether those of the 
« Brahmans, the Zoroastrians, or Buddhists, or 
“ even those of the Jews and Christians, with- 
“ ont ever having taken the trouble of learning 
“ the languages in whioh their sacred books 
“are written.” The task thus marked out is 
traly a hercalean one; the barvest plentiful 
and tbe labourers (comparatively) few, but 
those few have nobly performed their self- 
imposed duty. A generation or two ago, the 
western world knew very little of the ancient 
creeds of the east, and of those of China still 
less. Thanks however, to the unwearying 
labours of the Revs. Dr. Legge and J. Chal- 
mers, Messrs, Edkins, Davids, Alabaster, 
Mayers, é&c. the system of religion and philos- 
ophy which prevailed in the “Flowery Laud” 
at a period long prior to the Christian era 
hus been anveiled before us, and whosvever 
will may gain almost as clear an insight into 
their polemics as the Celestials themselves 


The work before us is one of the latest 
contributions to this class of literature and 
is certainly one that will be eagerly welcomed 
by, and certainly desorves the careful reading 
of, every student of comparative theology. 


© The Divine Classic of Nan-Hua; being the works 
of Chuang Tsze, Taoist Philosopher. With an Es- 
cursus, and Copious Annotations in English and 
Chinese. By Frederick Henry Balfour, F. B. G. 8., 
author of Waifs and Strays from the far East, Ser- 
mons never preached, &o. Shanghai and Hongkong: 
Kelly and Walsh. Yokohama: Kelly & Co. Lon- 
don. Triabner & Co. 1881. 


Mr. Balfour has long been favorably known 
by his previous works, and it is not too mach 
to say that the amount of labour and research 
displayed in this admirable translation of the 
works of Chuang Tsze, the Taoist philosopher, 
will not only confirm the reputation he has 
hitherto enjoyed but will indelibly stamp him 
as a Chinese scholar far above the average. 

To make a complete analysis of Mr. Bal- 
four’s book is beyond our ability. We will, 
however, eudeavour to give our readers an 
idea of its contents sufficient to enable them 
to appreciate its value and to induce them to 
examine its pages. 

“The Divine Classic of Nan-Hua,” ac- 
cording to Mr. Balfour, consists of six volumes 
subdivided into thirty-three chapters. To 
these Mr. Balfour has prefixed an excursus 
which contains so much curious and valuable 
information, and is so essential to the ade- 
quate understanding and appreciation of what 
follows that we need offer no apology for 
giving it an extended notice. 

We may premise that, in clear, forcible 
and well-chosen language, it gives a concise 
but complete review of the Confucian and 
Taoist syatems of philosophy, as well as of 
their partial absorption, partial superseasion 
by Buddhism which was iutroduced into 
China from India. 

The scene opens in China five hundred 
years before the birth of Christ. Our author 
reminds ua, that at this period there was a 
great revival of thought in Earope when 
schools of philosophy were in process of estab- 
lishment under Pitto, Socrates, and Aris- 
totle—schools that were destined to exercise 
an influence upon the world at large “ not 
for an age but for all time.” Or, as Mr. 
Balfour eloquently expresses it, ‘ the philo- 
“ sophy of Pythagoras struck a chord whose 
“vibrations resounding ever since along the 
“corridors of thought, and are even now 
“awakening echoes in the minds of modern 
“thinkers.” A wave of mental activity seems 
to have swept over the civilized world, and 
to have included in its wide sweep, countries 
both unknown and anthonght of by the 
scholars of Rome and Greece. At this time 
the feudal system still prevailed in China; 
the country was divided into duchies, each 
subject to its own particular duke and pay- 
ing very iuconstant loyalty to its trae lord 
the nominal king of China. This was an 
age of what has been called “ barbaric splen- 
dour—an age of China’s chivalry. Civil wars 
| were frequent and fierce ; warriors and nobles 
‘decked themselves in plumes and streamers ; 

ladies and princesses flannted silks and jewels 
in the sunlight; war chariots rattled gaily 
through the streets, and temples resounded 
with the music of drums and bells. It was 
an epoch of lawlessness in which might was 
right. Philosophy there was none, or if 
there was, it was ina state of embryo. A 
people so much set on acquiring material, 
had no time to trouble themselves about 
intellectual, wealth. 

In the midst of this brilliant but barbarous 
age, there arose the Prophet of China. No 
pretence whatever is made to there having 
been anything miraculous about his birth, 
as is commonly the case with founders of 
religious systems. He appears to have 
entered this “world of woe and sin” just 
as quietly and unostentationsly as moat of 
us have done. The youth and childhood of 
the future Sage is thus graphically described 
by Mr. Balfour :— 


“ Among the petty mandarins in the state 
“of Lu, then feudatory to His Sovereign 
“Highness Duke Siang, bat now part of 
“ Shantung, there was a young man holding 
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“ the office of keeper of the granaries, who 
“ commenced at the age of twenty to attract 
“ attention by the decided bent of an undeni- 
“ably vigorous mind. This lad, who was 
“born when his father was upwards of 
“ seventy-one, had displayed as a child man 
“ of those peculiarities common to the off- 
“ spring of very old men. He appears to have 
“been what we should call now-a-days an 
“ old-fashioned, perhaps even priggish boy ; 
“ his favourite amusement being to copy the 
“ gacrificial and religious rites he saw prac- 
“ tised by his elders, in much the same way 
“as English children might play at church- 
“ services, arrayed in the mimic pomp of 
“sham sacerdotal robes. This predilection 
“ developed itself when the youth was about 
“twenty years old in a serious attempt at 
“ preaching. Gathering a number of lads 
“and young men around him he would hold 
“ discourses with them for hours together, 
“ utterring some obscure and sententious 
“ platitude and then replying to the ques- 
“tions propounded to him in relation to the 
“ subject of his text.” 


Like the Jewish Rabbi who tulked with 
another and greater Reformer than Confucius, 
the “lads and young men” who conversed 
with the latter were, no doubt, ‘ astonished 
at his understanding and answers” though 
Mr. Balfour has not recorded the circum- 
stance. “ Nothing” says Mr. Balfour, ‘‘ how- 
‘ever, could be less speculative or transcen- 
“ dental than the teaching of the young man- 
“darin.”. He was nothing if he was not poli- 
tioal and mandane. Did we not know the 
impossibility of the thing, it would have been 
caricns to speculate as to whether Shakspeare 
was, or was not, familiar with the works of 
Confucius. These two great men who lived 
so far apart, both as regards time and coun- 
try, were singularly at one on the subject of 
music. Shakspeare says :— 

“Phe man that hath no music in himeelf, 

Nor is not mov’d with conoord of sweet sounds, 

Is fit for treasons, stratagems and spoils; 

The motions of his spirit are as dull as night, 

And his affections dark as Erebus: 

Let no such man be trusted.” 

Confucius did not express himself quite so 
concisely, but what he said amounts to mach 
the same thing. According to Mr. Balfoar, 
he was a musician, fond of singing, and an 
efficient performer on the musical stones and 
harpsichord. No coarse or vulgar person, 
he cousidered, had any right to intermeddle 
with this divine accomplishment. His re 
flections on music are translated as follows :— 

“When affairs cannot be carried on to 
“ succesr, proprieties and music will not 
“ flourish. hen proprieties and music do 
“not flourish, panishments will not be pro- 
“ perly awarded. It is by the Odes that the 
“ mind is aroused ; it is by the rules of pro- 
“ priety that the character is established ; 
“it is from music that the fivish is received. 
“Tf a man be without the virtues proper to 
“harmony, what bas he to do with music.” 

The analogy in the foregoing passages 
cannot fail to strike the most superficial 
observer. 


Mr. Bulfour, at this stage, very carefully 
and minutely undertakes to analyse the dis- 
tinguishing characteristics of the teachings 
of Confucius. If he did not originate, he 
certainly inculeated the worship of ances- 
tors with much stress. Ho appears also to 
have believed in the existence of guardian 
spirita »s much as Roman Catholics do, only in 
a different form. Every officer and every pri- 
vate individual in the Empire, according to the 
Sage has his correlate deity in the spirit 
world, The Emperor, who is in some way 


the Son of Heaven, has also his tutelar divini- 
ty though on that point Confucius is some- 
what hazy. His idea of heaven is poetic 
but indistinct and generic or elastic. Trans- 
lators seem to be rather at variance as to 
what his theory of “ eternal bliss ” really was. 

Mr. Balfour alludes to a widely spread 
idea that Confucius was a confirmed agnostic, 
in which he says there is much truth. Con- 
fucius was not a mere materialist in the sense 
in which the term is now understood. That 
he firmly believed in a spirit world and 
therefore in a future state of immortality is 
plain enough. With regard to the nature, 
existence and attributes of the Supreme Being 
he never seems to have troubled himself. 
Like Professors Huxley, Tyndall, and those 
who think with them, he believed in the 
existence of a First Cause, of whom or of 
which he knew nothing and songht not to 
enquire. The future life to him was shadowy, 
unreal. His teaching was essentially prac- 
tical and worldly; he laid the greatest 
stress upon duties connected with temporal 
matters and expressly discountenanced all 
tendencies to speculate on visionary and 
spiritual questions. To do his duty, in the 
world and to the world, in accordance with 
his favourite principles of virtue and pro- 
priety, was the object he set before himself 
and all who listened to his words ; and, being 
dead for now upwards of two thousand years, 
he “ yet speaketh ” to three hundred millions 
of the human race. 

About the same time that Confacins was 
inculcating his doctrines of worldly wisdom 
in the state of Lu, there arose another 
teacher in a neighbouring province whose 
doctrines were in direct opposition to those 
of the pbilosopher whose life and works we 
have briefly discussed. Like his great rival, 
he also was a petty mandarin, holding the 
office of Recorder in Loh, the capital of the 
reigning dyuasty. Such employment soon 
proved too prosaic for one so esthetic. He 
soon retired from his post and devoted him- 
self to the study of the Abstract and the 
Sublime. Mr. Balfour thus briefly intimates 
the difference between the two rival schools 
of thought :— : 


“Té Confacias and his following represent. 
“ed the Socratic school of China, the founder 
“ of Taoism was the correlative of his contem- 
“ porary Heraclitus. He resembled him in 
“his contempt for all human pursuits, for 
“the political sagacity of his fellow-citizens 
“and the speculations of all other philoso- 
“ phers as having mere learning for their 
“ object instead of the truest wisdom. His 
“ works resembled those of the Greek philo- 
“sopher in that they exhibit a broken and 
“ concise style, hinting, rather than explain- 
“ ing, his opinions, which are often conveyed 
“in mythical and half oracalar images, the 
“ambiguity of which obtained for him the 
“surname, among the Greeks of his day, of 
“*Tbe Obscure.’ According to both, the 
“ discovery of the groundwork and principle 
“of all things was the main end and object 
“of research, and the element of mysticism 
“* formed the chief factor in their philosophi- 
“ cal spcculations.” 

Of the real history of the Taoist sage very 
little seems to be known beyond the fact that 
his name was Li or Lao and that his parents 
were in a humble sphere of life. The story 
of his birth and career is enveloped in a mass 
of fable of the most marvellous and astound- 
ing nature. We are called upon to believe 
that his mother was pregnaut for eighty 
years: that when he was born—which strange 
to say, in spite of an unusually long period of 
pregnancy, seems to have taken his mother’ 


quite by surprise one day when sitting under 
a plum tree—he appeared with snowy hair 
and beard, bearing all the marks of age. 
His departure from this world was no less 
remarkable than his entrance into it. After 
a life of miracles—miracles which rival and 
even surpass those of the Founder of Chris- 
tianity—hbe disappeared from view, riding 
towards the western heavens upon a blue 
cow. In writing of Taoism or any other 
ancient or medisval religious system we have 
no wish to be profane, but we cannot help 
remarking that the laws of gravity seem to 
have been frequently and strangely violated 
in prehistoric ages of the world. The worst 
of it is, there are those who tell us we must 
either believe these strange inconsistencies— 
to put it mildly or be—“ damned.” But let 
that pass. Let us return to the subject in 
hand. 

Wild and impossible as is the legend of 
the birth of this philosopher, it, at any rate, 
suggested his name which was, Lao T'sse or 
the Old Child. The word or character Tsze, 
Mr. Balfour states, is also the equivalent of 
Master or Philosopher and that by the above 
title the Chinese probably meant the Old 
Philosoper or the Philosopher Tao. 

“When Greek meets Greek &. &o.” 
The rival philosophers, Confocius and Tao 
Tsze, once had an interview. The former 
had heard of the fame of the latter and, like 
the Queen of Sheba, journeyed to Loh “to 
“gee whether the things which he had seen 
“and heard were so or not.” A distinct ac- 
count of their meeting geems not to have 
been handed down to posterity but a very 
animated discussion is said to have taken 
place between these learned men, though 
neither succeeded in convincing or demolish- 
ing the position of the other. This is not 
to be wondered at for who ever heard of 
controversialists, either in ancient or modern 
times, being to conviction? When 
that blissful state of affairs comes about, 
Utopia will be about realized and the end of 
the world not far off. 

The teachings of Tao Tse are compre- 
hended in the term Taoism. Concerning ite 
derivation and primitive meaning, Mr. Bal- 
four writes as follows :— 


“To convey a clear idea of his teachin 
“in a few words is a task of no small diff- 
“oulty. The very Tao, which gives its name 
“to the sect which he was the founder, 
‘ia incapable of being rendered by any one 
“ English equivalent. Ita primary significa- 
“tion is simply ‘road.’ In the ‘Four 
“ Books,’ as in those of the school we are 
“ considering, it is sometimes used in the 
“sense of process: the following ont ofa 
“direction or route. The Tao of Chu Fu- 
“tsze is a cosmogonical expression, and 
“ means the process of law, the uperationa of 
‘nature. The Tao of Confucius is tho path 
“of rectitude, propriety, and duty; bat in 
“the works of Taoism proper it bears a 
“more esoteric meaning, though even ‘here 
“it must be variously rendered..in various 
‘places. It is a sublimated phase of the 
“ Confucian T’ien; the source and origin of 
“all things in the visible universe, the 
“Eternal not—ourselves that makes for 
“righteousness in the moral world. ‘The 
“Tao that can be reasoned about,’ com- 
“ mences the philosopher in majestic cadences, 
“*ig not the Eternal Tao; the name that 
“can be named is not the Eternal Name. 
““* That which had no name before the exig- 
““tence of Heaven and Earth, being named 
“is [found to be] the mother of all things. 
“In eternal non-existence, therefore, man 
“ ‘seeks to pierce the primordial mystery ; 
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‘ “and heart, the conduct of the individual, the 
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“repairing to his house he discovered that 
‘centuries had passed since the time when 
“ho had left it for the mountains, and that 
“no vestige of his kinsmen remained. 
“ Returning to a retreat among the hills he 
“ thereupon devoted himself to the rites of 
“ Taoism and finally attained immortality.” 

It would be both unnecessary and weari- 
some to enter into the many wild vagaries to 
which Taoism ultimately descended aftor the 
death of its founder. Old-fashioned Calvinists 
who may happen to read either this review 
or Mr. Balfour's book will no doubt be 
delighted to hear that it was “sound” on 
the comfortable doctrine of eternal punish- 
ment which Canon Farrar, one of the fore- 
most scholars and most liberal-minded 
theologians of the age, has done his best to 
demolish. The minateness with which the 
tortures of the “ damned” are detailed in a 
well-known Taoist work is enough to freeze 
one’s blood though, honestly speaking, many 
parallel passages are to be met with in the 
“awakening” sermons of Jonathan Ed- 
wardes, Spurgeon, Moody and other noted 
“revivalists.” 

Any notice of Mr. Balfour's ably-written 
and instructive excursus would be singularly 
incomplete without some mention of the 
eloquent passage in which he describes tho 
introduction of Buddhism from India into 
China and the offect it produced on Confu- 
cianism and Taoism. We will reproduce it 
in order that our readers may form their own 
opinions of its merits :— 

“16 would however, be erroneous to con- 
“clude that because, of the two great philo- 
“gophic codes which have arisen in China, 
“ the more practical has lived while the more 
“ transcendental has decayed and virtually 
“exploded, the Chinese have therefore no 
“outlet for their higher religious and spiri- 
“tual facalties, At the very time when 
“Taoism had lost all that was purest and 
“ best about it, and its degeneracy had set in 
“with a rapidity which shut ont all hopes 
“of any restoration, there began to be felt. 
“ the influences of a foreign, but most elevat- 
“ed and beautiful, religious creed. Abont 
“the year 60 of our era, the Emperor Ming 
“ Ti, (Bcight or Illustrious Monarch,) the 
“second sovereign of the posterior Han, 
“ eaused the books of the new Indian Gospel 
“to be broaght from the neighbouring om- 
“ pire; an event which ushered in a fresh 
“* epoch in the intellectual life of China, and 
“opened the eyes of the Chinese to n softer 
“and a sweeter light than they had ever 
“ gazed upun before. ‘I'he Confucian, proud 
“in his possession of matchless wisdom, no 
“Jess than the Taoist, losing himself in the 
“ nebules of hocus-pocus and mysticism, heard, 
“for the first time, of Self-sacrifice in its 
“gublimest form. They heard how the 
“Grand Being, the Infinitely Meritorious, 
“the Perfection of Power, the Lord Excel- 
“ling All, moved with compassion towards 
“mankind enchained in the ocean of ever- 
“ circling existence, abandoned the glories of 
“the Tushita Heavens, the Paradise of Pure 
“ Content, and was conceived in the world 
“of man. They listened to the story of his 
“ miraculous birth, the brilliancy of his royal 
“ career, his voluntary relinquishment of all 
“that made life happy, his adoption of 
“ monasticism, bis mendicancy, his morti- 
“ fications in the struggle to vanquish sin, 
“his fierce conflicts with the Tempter, his 
“ aniversal love of others, his prolific alms, 
“his thonsand merits, and his final victory ; 
“and as they pondered, @ new and purer 
“yay appeared to dawn upon their souls. 
“The mighty sounds of angolic music, the 


“and in eternal existence to behold the 
“ ‘issue of the universe.” 

Some of our readers may be surprised to 
learn that the Golden Rule enunciated by 
Obrist was not original. It was formulated 
by Confucius five centuries before the 
Saviour appeared on earth. ‘ Master,” said 
the disciple Tsze Kung, ‘is there one word 
which may serve as a rule of practiee for 
one’s whole life?” The reply of the Sage 
is imperishable. “Is not reciprocity such a 
word ?” said he; “what yon do not want 
done to yourself, that do not do to others.” 
Tao Tsze went a step further and anticipated 
almost the exact words of Our Lord contain- 
ing the injunction to do good for evil, a 
eid which met with anything but favor 
‘rom Confucius. “No,” said ho, “ with 
what then will you recompense kiudness P 
Recompense kindness with kindness, bat 
recompense injury with justice.” 

Our readers will now be able to under- 
stand with tolerable clearness the radical 
difference between the ethics of Confucius 
and Lao Tsze. “Confucius with sceptical 
“humility of trae Socratic vein, inculcated 
“ precepts bearing on the guidance of the mind 


“ administration of the realm, and suchlike 
‘‘ commonplace and practical affairs, virtually 
“ ignoring the unseen side of nature as a mat- 
“ter of which man knew nothing, and about 
“which it was foolish and unnecessary to 
“trouble oneself. In sharp and hostile con- 
“trast to all this came the strong utterances 
“of the Taoist school, which appealed to the 
“mystic and speculative tendencies of the 
“Chinese. The world was vain; its pleasures 
“ were illusory, its cares unreal; nothing visi- 
‘ble was worth the attention of the trae philo- 
“gopher ; only in the withdrawal of the mind 
“ from every earthly object, and its absorption 
“in the great realities of the spirit-world, was 
“bliss obtainable.” Like Christianity and 
every other pure and elevating system of mora- 
lity or religion, Taoism fell from its first 
estate and became corrupted in course of time 
or, as Mr. Balfour expresses it, the history 
of Taoism became a history of credulity and 
imposture. ‘The philosoper’s stone, or 
“elixir of gold—the source of personal sub- 
“imation and immortality, then first came 
“into imaginary existence, and to this, a 
“ purely Chinese superstition, may be traced 
“the strange enthusiasm which has since 
“enchained so many victims in Arabia and 
“ Ea 7? 

Rip Van Winkle, singular to say, had his 
rototype in a Taoist patriarch named Wang 
hih, who lived under the dynasty of Tsin. 

By the way, the somniferons old fossil was 
not singular in the last named particular ; 
do not theologians tell us that we are all 
born and living under the dynasty of (T)sin ? 
The legend is thus related by the late Mr. 
Mayers :— 

“ Wandering one day upon some moun- 
“‘tains in search of fuel, he discoverod a 
“grotto in which were seated several aged 
“men intent on a game of chess. He 
“ laid down his axe, entered the cave, and 
“looked on at the game, in the course of 
“ which one of the old men handed him some- 
“thing in shape and size like a date-stone, 
“telling him to put it in his mouth. No 
“sooner had he tasted it than he became 
* oblivious of hunger and thirst. After some 
“ time had elapsed, one of the players looked 
“ upat him, and said. It is along while since 
“yon came here; you should go home 
“now!” Whereapon Wang Chih, proceed- 
“ing to pick up his axe, found that its 
“handle bad mouldered into dust On 


“showers of blooming lotuses, the harmo- 
“nious clanging of jewels, and the many 
“other marvels which, according to the 
“Indian legend, occurred to signalise tho’ 
“ birth of Sakya Baddha, found an analogue 
“in the newly awakened moral and religious 
“instincts of the people. The story swept 
“a chord hitherto untouched by the cold 
“ precepts of Confucius, even by the more 
“attractive teachings of Lao Kiin. The 
“yeligious life of China was revolutionised. 
“ Maltitudes of care-worn, worldly men 
“found comfort in the prospect of eventual 
“ repose prepared for them through the self- 
“sacrificing merits of the World-honoured 
“ One, in the jewelled realm of happiness, the 
“immortal Nirvana: and many of them, 
“ eager for a foretaste of that rest, embraced 
‘“n monastic life, leaving the cares of family 
“and state behind them, and assaming ‘the 
“ascetic’s yellow robo, the ‘flag of victory 
“of the saints.’ The dread prospect of 
“ ever-circling existence was if then not 
“ abolishod, at least very materially mitigat- 
“ed; the weary soul could look forward to 
“ the annihilation of passion, disappointment, 
“ desire and sin, in its reabsorption into the 
“ Divine essence from whence it originally 
“came. For those who sought the true way 
“and wore guided by the Wheel of the Law, 
“the genuine teaching of: their Divine 
“ forerunner, there remained a Paradise of 
* absulate rest aud peace; while for the dis- 
“ obedient, the unholy, the impure, those 
“who worked ill to their neighbours and 
“were destitute of that love which is the 
“ falfilling of the law, who neglected their 
“ social duties and religious rites, there was 
“no prospect but a weary succession of 
“ never-ending existences, in all forms of life 
“and all stages of terrestrial and infernal 
“ habitation, from mount Meru to the Crystal 
“ Walls of the Chakkrawan, The promises 
“ which Taoism had made and not kept, wero 
“ falfilled by the foreign religion; and ever 
“since the introdaction of Buddhism into 
“China the former has become to a 
“ large extent merged and mingled in the 
“lattor. To say that either system has 
“gained by the association would be er- 
“roneous; for the degeneracy of Taoism 
“has inspired a corresponding decadence in 
“the Indian creed, in its lower and more 
“popular developments. ‘The two aro 
“ inextricably coufoanded in the minds of 
“the common people, who practise the rites 
“of both religions with perfect impartiality 
“as occasion may require; only the ethics 
“ of early Taoism, now practically lost to the 
** popalace #t large, are well supplemented 
“by the loftier morals of the Buddhistic 
“code. Whether another foreign creed will 
“ever succeed in supplanting the existing 
“ystems of belief in China, is a question 
“‘ which ages alone will solve. The prospect 
“ appears to us bat a doubtful one; for it is 
“ difficult to convince a cultured Chinaman 
“that the Western faith contains any 
“ beauties or any truths that are not to be 
“found in the creeds which have already 
“ served his countrymen for centuries—we 
“ might almost say, for millenniums. It is 
“characteristic of Europeans to look for- 
“ ward—of Easterns to look hick ; but while 
“it is natural for us to think the former is 
“the better course in this our progressive 
“nineteenth century existence, there are 
“ still stores of wisdom and knowledge to be 
“ foand in ‘ the infinite azure of the past.’ ” 
Sach is the sum and substance of Mr. 
Balfour’s excursus. We have devoted mach 
time and space to its notico partly on ac- 
couut of the curious and interesting informa- 
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tion it affords respecting two old-world 
systems of morality and religion and partly 
because it supplies a fair analysis of the 
“ Divine Classic” which the writer has 
evidently most ably and carefully translated. 

Unfortunately the Chinese language is a 
sealed book to us. Had it not been so, we 
should have been in a better position to point 
out the sterling merits of Mr. Balfour's 
work. As it is, we can only give such gene- 
ral survey of the volume as will enable our 
readers to form some idea of its contents. 

It seems to be in accordance with the 
“eternal fitness of things” that every sage 
or prophet should bave a successor on whom 
his mantle might descend. Elijah had Elisha, 
Confucius Mencius and Lao Tsze Chuang 
Taze, to continue and perfect the work com- 
menced by them. Chuang Taze is the author 
of the works translated by Mr. Balfour. By 
education a Confucianist, he is described as 
a “brilliant writer, metaphysician, satirist, 
fabulist and paradoxist.” His intellect ap- 

to have been of a peculiarly combative 
order, leading him to attack existing systems 
and accepted modes of thought for the mere 
sake of contradiction. His writings, from 
beginning to end, abound in allegories, fables, 
legends, metaphors and similes of the wildest, 
weirdest and strangest order, though a rich, 
poetic vein is traceable here and there in 
many places. Mr. Balfour says there are not 
wanting scholars who believe, or profess to 
believe, that Chuang Tsze intended the whole 
of this Classic as a sort of elaborate joke. 
The table of its contents stands as follows :— 


Vol. I—1. Wanderings at ease; 2. On 
the uniformity of all things; 3. Rules re- 
specting the nourishment of life. 

Vol. II.—4. The world of humanity; 5. 
On the manifestation of inward virtue; 6. 
The universal teacher; 7. On the daty of 
Emperors and Princes. 

ol. III.—8. Donble thumbs; 9. Horses 
hoofs; 10. The rifling of portfolios; 11. 
Leniency towards faults; 12. Heaven and 
earth; 13. The way of heaven; 14. The 
revolution of heaven. 

Vol. IV.—15. Bigoted ideas; 16. The 
renovation of one’s nature; 17. Autumn 
waters; 18. Perfect happiness; 19th. The 
interpretation of life; 20. Mountain trees ; 
21. T’ien Teze-fang; 22. Wisdom’s trip 
to the north. 

Vol. V.—23. Kéng-sang-Ts’1; 24. Heii 
Wu-Kuei; 25. Toéh Yang; 26. On mat- 
ters external to one’self. 

Vol. VI—27. On Metaphors; 28. The 
Philosopher Lieh; 29. The Empire. 30. 
Abdication of Princes ; 31. Cbé the robber ; 
82. The love of swords; 33. The old 
fisherman, 

It is a difficult matter to formulate the 
exact creed of Chuang Tsze contained in the 
above-named volumes and chapters. As far 
as it is possible to judge, he believed in (1) 
the absolute existence of the nniverse from 
its beginning; (2) The non-eternity of mat- 
ter; (3) A First Great Cause; (4) The 
Metempsychosis. This last dogma he illus- 
trates by the following rather far-fetched 
simile :—“ Fuel which is on fire will soon be 
consumed; but the fire itself, if transmitted, 
will burn on inexhaustibly.’” The fuel stands 
for the human body, the fire for the im- 
mortal soul; which, when by ita constant 
action it has worn out one corporeal encase- 
ment, will still continue to exist in any other 
that may be provided for it. 

The science of comparative theology to 
which Mr. Balfour’s work is a valuable con- 
tribution and one which will be gratefally re- 
eived by many earnest studente—not only 


possesses especial fascinations but is also an 
invaluable aid towards liberating the haman 
mind from the narrow dominions of pride 
and prejudice, bigotry and intolerance. It 
teaches, according to Professor Max Muller, 
the same lesson which St. Augustine most 
unwillingly -learnt, that there is no religion 
which does not contain some grains of trath. 
It teaches us more; it enables us to seo in 
the history of the ancient religions, more 
clearly than anywhere else, the Divine educa- 
tion of the human race. 


There sre those who say that the religious 
instinct is inherent in man. This “instinct” 
has been defined as ‘a faculty of apprehend- 
“ ing the Infinite, not only in religion, but in 
“all things; ® power independent of sense 
“and reason, a power in a certain sense con- 
“ tradicted by sense and reason, but yet @ very 
“real power, which has held its own from the 
‘beginning of the world, neither sense nor 
“reason being able to overcome it, while it 
“alone is able to over come both reason and 
“sense.” May not also the various religions 
of the world, both ancient and modern, ortho- 
dox and unorthodox, be regarded as so many 
feeble, though praiseworthy strivings of tho 
Finite to grasp the Infinite; of ignorance 
to attain the “unknown and unknowable ’'? 
May they not also be regarded as so many 
guesses at. truth P If so, those parts or points 
which are common to all may hereafter prova 
to be very near approaches to the truth. 

Farthermore, a careful study of works 
similar to the one before us fosters a catholic 
spirit of charity and liberality towards those 
who differ from us. And when, as one of 
our ablest scholars has said “ we have once 
“learnt to be charitable and reasonable in the 
“ interpretation of the sacred books of other 
“Yreligions, we shall more easily learn to be 
“charitable and reasonable in the interpreta- 
“tion of our own. We shall no longer try to 
“ force a literal sense on words which, if inter- 
“ preted literally, must lose their true and 
“original purport, we shall no longer inter- 
“ pret the Law and the Prophets as if they had 
“been written in the English of our century, 
“bat read them ina truly historical spirit, 
“ prepared for many diffculties, andismayed 
“by any contradictions, which, so far from 
“ disproving the authenticity, become to the 
“historian of ancient language and ancient 
“ thought the strongest confirmatory evidence 
“of the age, the genuineness, and the real 
“truth of ancient sacred books. Let us bat 
“treat our own sacred books with neither 
“more nor less mercy than the sacred books 
“ of other nations, and they will soon regain 
“the position and influence which they once 
“ possessed, but which the artificial and uuhis- 
“torical theories of the last three centaries 
“have well-nigh destroyed.” 


With these remarks we bring our review 
to a close. If hereafter, it should tend to 
awaken an interest in the minds of any 
readers in the science of comparative theo- 
logy; and, more especially, should in any 
way assist in securing for Mr. Balfour's 
valaable work the high appreciation it 
deserves, any pains we have taken in its pro- 
duction will not have been in vain. 


Tus following is the customs return for the 
year ended June 30th. 1881 :— 

Exports .. +-yen 31,355,213,686 

Imports .. ve op 32,848,499,802 


Excess of imports .. yen 1,493,286,166 


Customs duties, &c... . » 2,624,119,024 
Export of specie and bullion ,, 8,736,578,600 
Tooport of specie aud bullion ,, 1,466,957,143 


Heyorts. 


MEETING OF SILK MEROBANTS. 


A wegTINe of foreign residents interest- 
ed in the silk trade of Japan was held 
at the Club Germania on Tuesday even- 
ing (20th) at 9 o'clock, and was very 
numerously and influentially attended, be- 
tween sixty and seventy gentlemen being pre- 
sent. The chair was occupied by Mr. Wilkin, 
who opened the discussion by alluding to the 
newly-organised silk kwuisha, explaining that 
it was suddenly established without uny con- 
sultation with foreign buyers, and that, in 
his experience of Japan trade, he did not con- 
sider such implicit confidence could be placed 
in the integrity of the silk dealers xs to war- 
rant purchases being made under tho rules of 
the guild. 

One of the silk buyers explained to the 
meeting the result of his experience in the 
purchase and inspection of a few bales of silk 
on the previous day. He said that the light 
for inspection was bad ; the accommodation in- 
sufficient ; the scales and weights were faulty ; 
the baskets in which the silk was weighed were 
marked at a lower weight than they really pos- 
sessed: and that in conecquence the result of 
his purchase wae ansatisfactory and showed a 
deficiency of about two per cent. in weight 
when reweighed in his own godown. 

Following the remarks of the two spenkers, 
a resolution was proposed by Mr. Kingdon, and 
seconded by Mr. de Bavier, as follows :— 

“That thie meeting resolves it is not safe to 
purchase silk at the Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho 
under the present rules and conditions imposed 
by that association.” 

This resolution was thoroughly discussed in 
all its bearings, and carried unanimously by 
the meeting. Various opinions were subse- 
quently ventilated with regard to the manner 
in which Japanese Silk dealers and the trade 
generally should be informed of the resolutions 
of the meeting, the result being that a 
unanimous resolution proposed by Mr. Kingdon 
and seconded by Mr. de Bavier was come to, 
as follows :— 

“That the Kwaisha be informed by letter 
from the chairman of this meeting of the re- 
solution passed ; at the same time expressing 
disappointment and astonishment at the eudden 
formation of this Kwaisha ; to ask the reason of 
its formation, and to assure the native silk 
traders that if they have any cause for com- 
plaint of the way in which silk business has 
hitherto been conducted iu Yokohama, foreign 
merchants are quite willing and anxious to 
meet their views.” 

This brought the meeting virtually to a 
close; but before its separation Mr, Moberly 
made a very pertinent remark that in the dis- 
cussion with regard to silk purchasing the 
meeting had apparently not ventilated one 
very important detail, which was, in his 
opinion, the unwillingness of foreign bankers 
to allow foreign merchants any overdraft of 
account for the purchase of silk not in the 
custody of the foreign buyer. 


ORIOKET. 
“The leven v. Twenty-two"—on the 
17th. instant did not furnish os much 


amusement as might have been expected 
and finally finished with a draw, the 
Eleven being nearly 70 runs ahead of their 
opponents» Messre. Veitch, Sutter, and Duff 
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distinguished themselves in batting, the last , 
named getting 86 rune to his own bat, and | 
we must’ not forget to mention the excellent | 
style and judgment shown in the wicket ' 
keeping. As to the fielding of the Twenty- | 
two, we can only repeat what we have often | 
said before that it would generally pay better 
if six or seven were taken out of the field and 
allowed to look on. In many instances there 
were as many as three or four fielders in the 
way of the ball, but none of them could make 
up their minds who ought to stop it ; conse- 
quently many extra runs were added to the 
score. Mr. Read made an excellent catch at 
cover point, and the innings closed with o 
total of 122 runs, Mr. Mollison carrying his 
bat for 12. 

We cannot say much for the batting of 


Twenty-two. Five wickets fell in an equal 
number of overs for oneran. The firat wicket 
was a great disappointment as great things 
were expected from this debutant. Messrs. 
Milne and Hamilton contributed 13 each to 
the score, and “Extra,” 10 (this does not 
speak well for the bowling and longstopping 
of the Eleven) and shortly after 6 p.m. the 
stumps were drawn with a total of 56 and four 
wickets yet to fall. 

There is plenty of room for improvement 
on both sides and the Eleven must stick 
steadily to their practice if they wish to 
hold their own against the expected naval 
visitors :— 

“Tae Eveven.” 


Trevethick, ran out... 
Abbott, bowled Davies .. 


Veitch, c. Loxton, b. Davies... 
Dr. Wheeler, c. Melhuish, 
Moberly, b. Strange... 
Dodds, c and b. Davies ... 


biStephens 


Mollison, not out 
J. H. Thompson 
Bye a 
OB ve 
Whee. 


Balls, Buns. 
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‘Wides, Wickets. 


Davies - 
Stephens 
Hearne - 
Strange - 


oore 
nore 


“Tae Twenty Two.” 
Wi tt, stumped Duff. b. Wheeler ... 
Hodes, c. Wheeler, b. Abbott ... 
Strange, b. Wheeler... 1. vs 
Davies, b. Abbott... 0. wee tee 
Barlow, b. Wheeler... «0. ... sv 
Milne, b. Abbott... 11. aes ee 
Stephens, c. Durant, b. Wheeler... 
Hearne, ran out ne wee 
Maulhuish, b. Wheeler ... 
Litchfield, b. Abbott 
Bead, b. Abbott 
C. D. Moss, c. Veitch, b. 
Boag, b. Abbott 
Hamilton, not out ... 
F, A. Cope, c. and b. Abbott. 
Murray, b. Abbott... ... aeons 
Richmond, stumped Duff, b. Sutter ... 
Vivanti, not out «ewe 
« BE, J. Moss, run out... 
Cape. Brinkley 
J. L. Thompson } did not bat ... 
Loxton 
Byes... . 
Leg Byes . 
Wides a owe 


HOowewooooo 
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Bowtie ANALYSIS. 


Balls. Runs, Maiden Wides. Wickets. 
overs. 


Wheeler- - 80 22 5 1 5 
Abbott - - 90 21 9 4 9 
3 1 0 1 


Sutter - - 15 


WREOK OF THE “ WELLINGTON.” 


Tue Wellington, British barque, official 
number 78,360, now lying in pieces a few 
miles from tho entrance to the bay, was 
built in the year 1850, at Baltimore, 
Maryland, U.S.A., and was a craft of 606 
tons register. She was last surveyed in 1876, 
and a grant of five years allowed, since when 
she changed owners, being purchased by Mr. 
Donald McKenzie, of Auckland, New Zealand. 

The sight of a total wreck, lyiug 
broken in pieces on jagged rocks, or 
smashed to atoms on a sandy beach by 
sheer force of tho waves, brings to remem- 
brance the dangers to which mariners of all 
classes are subject. But it requires the aid 
of a vivid imagination to realize the anxiety 
of all on board a ship doomed to certain des- 
traction as they watch her drifting upon an 
iron-bonnd coast and are compelled to stand 
by and await their doom without being able 
to avert it. 

Some conception of the feelings of the 
crew of the Wellington may be gathered from 
the following account given by one of the 
men. A little before daybreak on the morning 
of the 15th. as the vessel was scudding along 
at racing speed before a furious gale blowing 
beam on, the mate observed a high cliff 
loom up throngh the gloom and exclaimed 
“ Good God, see where we are!” Although 
the brief glimpse of land sent a thrill of 


excitement through the crew, there was no 
confusion. Every man felt as though the 
next hour would be his last, but obeyed the 
commands of Captain Dick with aslacrity. 
Orders were given to get the anchors in 
readiness to let go at a moment’s notice. 
Every effort was made to keep the vessel to 
the wind, but the topsail was carried away, 
and she continued to drift towards the lind. 
‘A man was sent aloft to take in the sail that 
had been blown to ribbons and was flapping 
about in the wind, an operation which was 
successfully performed. “Let go the an- 
chors!” rang out above the howling of the 
winds and roaring of the waves, and ina 
moment the cables were running out at a 
terrific pace ; then came & sudden shock, and 
the next instant the cables were dragged out 
of the ship, and the vessel rushed on to ccr- 
tain destruction an fast as before. “ Get the 
boats ready !”” wasan order obeyed as prompt- 
ly as the command to let go the anchors, and 
the men then stood and watched the breakers 
right ahead, wondering how many minutes 
they had to live, when to their astonishment 
the vessel ran through a small opening 
through the gloomy rocks over which 
the waves were dashing their spray twenty 
or more feet high, and a ray of hope 
unexpectedly burst upon the crew. About 
three cable’s length from the shore the ves- 
gel atrack and began to bump heavily. 
“Launch the life-boat,” commanded Cap- 
tain Dick, and the boat was soon in the water, 
only to be smashed into matchwood almost as 
goon as she tonched it. An immense wave then 
broke over the fore part of the vessel, carry- 
ing away a large boat off the forecastle, and 
another sea smashed the jolly boat as it 
lay on the main batch. Captain Dick ex- 
horted the men to remain cool and take such 


measures for their own safety as circum- 
stances permitted, and to look out for the! 
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masta falling. The exhortation was scarcely 
concluded when, with a terrific crash, the 
vesgel’s back broke. The foremast then 
fell over to port and was soon followed by 
the main mast. As the after part of the 
vessel separated from the fore part, the 
mizen mast slowly veered over towards the 
land. All this time the sea was dashing 
over the vessel with such force as to give 
the men considerable trouble to prevent 
being washed into the sea; and the 
rour of the winds and waters was almost 
deafening. Captain Dick called the men 
together and made inquiries ns to how many 
conld swim. Only three, ont of eleven ! 
“Then boys” exclaimed the master, “ hold 
on until I'see a favourable opportunity, and 
when I tell you to ‘let go,” let one of the 
swimmers jump into the water. The natives 
aro on the alert on shore and will assist 
you.” A few moments of anxious suspense 
passed and then the captain was heard to 
cry out “go!” Immediately the boat- 


swain consigned himself to the surging 
waters. The Japanese on shore saw 
the man leap, for the dawn was break- 


ing, and roshing into the water as far as 
prudence permitted, extended long bamboos 
towards the swimmer, who was being tossed 
about most unmercifully by the sea. He 
clutched the bamboo only to have it torn 
from his grasp almost. immediately, and for 
an instant his fate was uncertain. Again the 
friendly natives extended the bamboo and 
this time the man got a good hold of it 
and was dragged ashore in an exhausted 
condition. ‘Thank God, one man, at 
least, is saved,” exclaimed Captain Dick. 
An A.B. was the next to venture and got 
ashore without difficulty. A man who could 
not swim and had taken the precaution to 
faaten a life-buoy about his person, next 
assayed to venture. The buoy kept him 
above water but impeded his movements, 
cansing him to drift among the wreckage 
where he got badly wounded about the head, 
and was dragged ashore moro dead than 
alive. The captain then suggested to the 
remaining men that as the migen-mast was 
lying towards the shore, they might climb 
along it and be that much nearer the land. 
This suggestion was acted upon, and the 
men all got safe on shore, though one or two 
were sadly braised. Captain Dick seeing all 
hands were saved planged into the surf, and 
being a strong awitnmer succceded in making 
land without much difficulty. 

A Japaneso official then came and con- 
ducted the shipwrecked mariners to ® temple 
close by, and a kind-hearted old priest, little 
acquainted with @ eailor’s capacity for 
swallowing, brought each a small cup of 
hot water, which was relished by the almost 
famished mon as much as a glass of grog 
would have been under moro favourable cir- 
cumstances. 


The remains of the wreck of the Welling- 
ton and her cargo put up atauction to-day by 
Mr. Cope,—the wreckage first A speculative 
individual opened the bidding by the muni- 
ficent offer of $10.00. Some one else thought 
he could afford $20.00, and so the bidding 
went on till $390.00 was reached; then 
came a lull. But the eloquence of the 
auctioneer had its effect, and again the bid- 
ding was started and slowly ascended to 
$650.00 when the excitement of the last few 
minutes died away, but only temporarily. 
The auctioneer received a ‘‘nod,” which 
he instantly valued at twenty dollars, 
and again speculation became spirited for a 
brief time. “ Going at $800.00! First, second, 
—$810.00,” and go it wont on until tho sum 
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of $855.00 was reached, when the eloquence 
of the auctioneer suddenly lost its persuasive 
poet and the debris was knocked down to 

lesers. Iwasaki and Nodaiyah, iron mer- 
chants of Yokohama. The sale of the coal 
was afterwards started ona bid of $25.00 
and knocked down for $630.00, Japanese 
again being the purchasers, 


Correspondence. 


TRADE MARKS. 


To the oditor of the Japan Gazette. 


Daag Str :—In your review of the judgment 
in the cause of Raspe vs. Copeland, in the 
Gaaette of the 10th you base your objections 
to its conclusions on the alleged fact, that 
“the defendant,” to use your own words, 
H with nominal damages and costs, 
“the consequence of an offence of a serious 
“character, and apparently upon the ground, 
“‘ which is regarded as utterly untenable, that 
“he, a brewer, acted carelesgly and not mali- 
“ ciously in complying with the request of 
“certain Japanese to place the labels of the 
“ Flensbarg Brewery upon bottles containing 
“ beer belonging to the defendant.” 


I regret to say that an examination of the 
evidence and judgment in the case as published 
in your own columns can not fail to convict 
you of great carelessness in permitting to be 
published so strange a version of the decision 
of the court. 

In your report of the proceedings on the 
80th. of August you say,—‘ His Hononr said 
“there could be no doubt that it was intended 
“to defraud the public in this case.” This 

ou corrected on the Ist. inst. by making the 
Judge say “whatever the, intent, the effect was 
to defraud the public.” The judgment, publish- 
ed on the 2nd., reads upon this particular point, 
as follows. * Ido not think, however, it is neces- 
“ sary to establish such fraudulent intent by 
“ evidence. Formerly, when courts of law 
“and equity were distinct tribunals, in an 
“action for the violation of a trade mark 
“brought in a court of law, it was held 
“ necessary that such proof should be made, 
“bat as this court possesses both law and 
“equity powers, I am of the opinion that the 
“evidence is fully sufficient in this case to 
“warrant me in granting the prayer of the 
“ petition so far as to enjoin the defendant 
“ from any further use of the trade mark in 
“ question.” 

Here is a clear, distinct announcement by 
the court that the proof of fraudulent intent 
was not necessary in this case but that the com- 
plainant was entitled to his remedy without such 
proof. It accordingly follows that thedefendant 
did not escape with nominal damages “ on the 
“ ground that he acted carelessly and not mali- 
* cioualy.” 

“ As to the damages,” says the judgment, 
“in this particular case, the evidence discloses 
“none.” The issue of the false labels seems 
“to have been very limited. A rule has 
“ obtained in such cases where no specific 
damage is proven, to award, os damages, the 
“ profits on all sales fraudulently made by the 
“defendant; but in this case this profit, 
“which must have been very small, has not 
* deen proved.” 

No specific damages then having been proved, 
and no evidence even offered, as to the amount 
of profit realized on the fraudulent sales, it 
appears to me that your conclusion is incon- 
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trovertible, that “t is not clear what other 
“ decision could have been arrived at,” than the 
one given by the court: and it is equally clear 
that nominal damages were given, because no 
damage of any kind was proven and not be- 
cause the defendant had no malicious intent. 

It may be true, as you say, that *‘ Mr. Raspe 
“has done a public service in bringing this 
‘‘ action,” but it is perhaps well to bear in 
mind that if the defendant had not manfully 
come forward and admitted the wrong and 
offered every possible redress, the good accom- 
plished by Mr. Raspe, either to the public or 
himself, would have hardly been visible to 
the naked eye, for, as you properly remark, 
“tho plaintiff's case was weak,” indeed, and 
without the assistance of the defendant’s ad- 
missions judgment in his favour would havo 
been impossible. 


Respectfully yours, 
JUSTICE. 


(We readily admit all that our correspondent 
alleges, except his conclusion “that an examina- 
tion of the evidence and judgment in this case as 
published in your own columns, cannot fail to 
convict you of ent carelessness in permitting 
to be published so strange a version of the 
decision of the court,” upon which point we 
join issue. The quotations from the evidence 
and the judgment are correctly given, but an 
important sentence in the latter, upon which we 
mainly relied, has been omitted. Referring to 
the seeming impossibility of the use by a brewer 
of a trade mark belonging to a foreign brewer, 
“without the intent to injure the sale of said 
beer, by the substitution of other beer in its 
stead,” the judge added:—“But in this case 
I am led to believe, from the evidence, that, so 
far as the defendant is conccrned, the pro- 
cooding wine careless and not a malicious one, 
into which he allowed himself to be drawn by the 
solicitations of some Japanese customers.” This 
paragraph of the judgment seems to the public, 
and we think properly so, to override the general 
principles of law, which are no doubt lucidly and 
correctly laid down; and the difficulty all experi- 
ence is in reconciling the act of a brewer, well 
versed in his trade, in “carelessly” affixing what 
he must have known to be trade mark labels to 
bottles containing beer of another character with 
the defendant’s proceedings in this case.—Ed. J.@.) 


THE DANGERS OF TRAVELLING BY NATIVE 
STEAMBOATS, 


Dear Sia:—In your issue of the 29th. 
ultimo, your correspondent ‘ W” draws atten- 
tion to the insufficiency of life-saving apparatus 
in some of the Miteu Bishi steamers, thereby en- 
dangering the safety of both foreign and 
native passengers travelling by them. With 
your permission I would draw attention to 
a danger equally as great if not still greater, 
namely the risk of boiler explosions consequent 
on the ignorance and carelessness of the native 
engineers. From this danger the Mitsu Bishi 
Company’s steamers ought to be, and no doubt 
are, free, having skillful and experienced 
officers in their employ. But not so the numer- 
ous small craft which ply up and down the 
coast, rivers and canals. In spite of repeated 
warnings, and iu spite of the numerous accidents 
which have occurred, accompanied with great 
loss of life, to the Lake Biwa and Osaka 
boats, no rules or regulations have, so far as 
Iam aware, been framed, to guarantee that 
these and others will be under the control 
of qualified men. That the danger of 
allowing ignorant coolies (for the majority of 
the so-called native engineers are little better), 
to have charge of steam engines cannot be 
two much exaggerated, the following incident 
will show. Some time ago, on a pleasure trip, 


I went up from O’hashi in Tokio by canal to 
Gotoku, on one of the small paddle steamers, 
and returned on another boat, a twin screw. 
Shortly after we left Gotoka on the return 
journey, we were followed by a paddle steamer 
and our engineer, who also acted as fireman, 
immediately began to fire up in order to keep 
a-head, and in this he was succossful, until 
the engines came to a stop. I looked 
in to see what was wrong, and found the 
boiler front and chimney enveloped in flames. 
The engincer lifted the smoke-box door, 
and stood back until the flames subsided a 
little, he then got an iron rake or clat, and 
proceeded to rake out the boiler tubes, fetch- 
ing out of each a quantity of half burnt coal. 
Whilst he was doing this I had a look at the 
steam gauge which registered 60 lbs, I aleo 
looked at the water gauge but could see no 
water. I called to the engineer but as he paid 
no attention I spoke to the captain who 
laughed and replied that it was all right. 
“Only the pipes on fire” “But,” I said, 
“there is no water in the glass.” Tho only 
answer he made to this was that he would 
pump in water directly, and walked off. I 
went back to see what the engineer 
was doing and on looking at the safety 
valve, which was one of the ordinary 
lever and weight constructiun, found that the 
weight had becn pushed to the very end of the 
lever, but apparently this had been deemed 
insufficient, for au extra weight was hang- 


ing to the end of it by a_ string; 
this even had not the desired effect, 
for the lever was firmly tied down by 


means of a stout line made fast to the 
steam pipes which led from either side of the 
dome to the engines, and to prevent the possi- 
bility of the lines parting, and to make certain 
sure, a wooden wedge was driven in above 
the lever to keep it from rising. Tho 
safety valve double weighted, tied down and 
wedged down. No water in the glass and 
the tubes on fire. What more certain de- 
vices to insure the bursting of a boiler 
could possibly be contrived? Afterwards 
however, I noticed there was from 3” 
to 1” of water to be seen in the glass, but 
it never exceeded 1”. Any one whom cariogity 
or chance should take to that place would pro- 
bably find, if they alighted on the samo steamer, 
the safety valve in a similar condition, All on 
board except myself, the engineer included, 
seemed ignorant of the danger ; and truly, in 
some cases ignorance és bliss, for I must confess 
I felt rather uneomfortable until lhad puta good 
distance between myself and the boat, and ale 
though the route is extremely pretty andsuitable 
for a pleasore trip, the observations I made on 
that day would nevertheless deter me from re- 
pedting the journey. It is a source of wonder to 
all who understand engines or take any interest 
in engineering that accidents in Japan are not 
much more frequent; indeed it would ‘seem that 
the more ignorant the man the less likely the ac- 
cident. On nifmerous occasions [ have witness- 
ed such recklessness in the driving and handling 
of steam engines, some of them of pative make 
and doubtful quality, which rendered escape 
from explosions or accidents almost miraculous. 
I must ask you to excuse me intrading so 
much on your space and on the patience of 
your readers, but tho inevitable loss of life from 
such accidents renders it a matter of necessity 
that some restraint should bo put on natives 
being entrusted with engines who, with few 
exceptions, are wholy ignorant of engiucering. 


Tam &c., 
SAFETY VALVE. 
Tokio, Septembor 3rd, 1881, 
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SWEDENBORG’S WORKS. 


To the editor of the Japan Gazette. 


Daan Sr :—Your statement that the Uni- 
versity of Tokio, has recently applied to the 
Swedenborg Socicty for copies of Swedenborg’s 
works is an erroneous one. 

The facts aro these. The Swedenborg Society 
was desirous to presont to some public library 
in Japan, a set of that author’s works, theo- 
logical, scientific and philosophical, and Jearn- 
ing on good authority, that the most suitable 
institution of the kind was the library of the 
University of Tokio, application was made to 
the ministry of education for permission to 
present the volumes, which was at once grant- 


In taking this course the Tokio authorities 
have ample precedent in the acceptance of 
similar donations by the English Universities, 
by the great free libraries of our large towns, 
and by various learned societies on the con- 
tinent. 

A better knowledge of Swedenborg’s ideas 
would have prevented you from classing him, 
by inference at least, with modern “ spiritaal- 
ista” and the seekers of the “elixir of life.” 
The time has gone by when snch an estimate 
could be made by atry one possessing claims to 
an intelligent knowledge of his works. Neither 
you nor I have probably time or inclination 
to enter into any polemic on a subject which 
is not very suitable to your valuable, but emi- 
nently commercial, journal ; but I would recom- 
mend all who are interested, to consult the 
works in question at the institutions named 
ia your paragraph on the subject, that is, 
when they arrive, for their despatch from 
England is not yet advised. ~ 


Yours faithfally, 


GEO. SALE. 
Yokohama, 12th. Sept. 1881. 


(We may explain, for the satisfaction of our 
nt, that by the paragraph he refers to 
we meant nothing derogatory to the code of ethics 
propounded by Swedenborg. What we meant to 
convey was, that the writings of that author were 
considerably beyond the depth of students of the 
Tokio university ; and that in attempting to fathom 
the system of philosophy therein contained they 
were assaying a task that would be ona par with 
a search after the “philosopher's stone,” or the 
manufactare of the “elixir of life.” We enter- 
tain a spirit of the broadest liberality towards all 
creeds in religion, and may therefore be safely 
acquitted of any intention to wound the feelings 
of either Swedenborgians, or of any others from 
whom we may differ. Ed. J. G.] 


ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS FROM JAPANESE. 


To the editor of the Jupan Gazette. 


Dear Srmr:—In reference to some recent 
strictures upon English translations from the 
Japanese, will you permit me to ask some of 
the higher scholars and students of the Jnpan- 
eso language, what is the accurate meaning of 
the Chinese word tsukama #§? The Santo 
Giokuhen (Chinese, Japanese, English Dic- 
tionary, published in Tokio in 1877), gives 
the English rendering “to grasp with the 
paw”; and I understand the Chinese char- 
acter to mean “to clutch or seize with the 
paw or claw,” a5 8 beast or bird of prey would 
do. 


Yours faithfally, 


QUERIST. 
_ September 13th. 


OUTSIDE SETTLEMENT LIMITS. 


To the editor of the Japan Gazette. 


Dzar Sirr:—Counting myself among those 
who are “lovers of good breakfast bacon,” 
(with or without eggs) I am delighted to learn 
that some gentleman who is well acquainted 
with the best manner of saving bacon (for 
other people, as well as his own) is about to 
start a bacon curing establishment, and I hope 
it will prosper ; but it occurs to me that there 
is another matter involved in the information 
you convey in the paragraph which appeared in 
last night’s issue of the Gasette, which calls for 
attention, especially on the part of Bluff 
owners. . 

It is stated, that the gentleman of bacon 
curing proclivities, is about to apply, or has 
applied, for a -piece of ground outside the 
limits of the Bluff settlement, io the same 
way as has been granted to several dairies, 
so as not to be a nuisance to the residents of 
the settlements. This is all very well, and is 
very considerate un the part of the Piggery 
and Dairy proprietors; but is that the real 
reason they are so anxious to get land outside 
settlement limits? Do they reap any advan- 
tages by this method of proceeding ? 

It appears to me that they get their land 
without having to buy it at auction, and to pay 
a high price for it like other people, after 
selecting their own site, instead of having to 
take what is offered. Is this fair to those 
who have had to buy their land under the 
regulations, and is it not likely to depreciate the 
value of Bluff property if people under favour, 
are permitted to obtain land in this manner ? 
It appears to me to be a distinct breach of 
faith on the part of the government, and if 
Bluff owners ake it to go on without a strong 
protest, they deserve to see their property 
melt away to nothing. 


I am, dear sir, 
Yours respectfully, 
YAMA NUSHI. 
Yokohama, 13th. September, 1881. 


To the editor of the Japan Gazette. 


Sir :—Referring to the alleged intention on 
the part of some person unknown at present, 
to make application for the grant of a piece of 
ground outside the limits of the Bluff settle- 
ment for the purpose of embarking in a bacon 
speculation, and the letter of “ Yama Nushi” 
on the subject. of extra-settlement grants of 
land generally, and its bearing and relation to 
the property of those who, trusting in the 
inviolability of the land regulations, have be- 
come owners of land within the settlements. 

I quite agree with the remarks of ‘ Yama 
Nushi,” and am decidedly of opinion that action 
should be promptly taken by the Bluff owners 
to prevent the unjust depreciation of their pro- 
perty, if it is really in danger; but upon this 
point I should like more information, “ Yama 
Nushi” speaks of grants to “ several” dairies, 
but Iam not aware of more than one foreign 
dairy existing outside the settlements. If 
there are others in course of formation for 
which grants have been made, U am at present 
ignorant of them. There is a Japanese dairy 
in the middle of the Bluff settlement, surround- 
ed by foreign houses, and if grants of land 
outside the limits of the settlements are made 
to foreigners, on the score of health, and for 
sanitary reasons, the authorities ought, in 
order to be consistent, to compel the removal 


of the Japanese dairy from its immediate con- 
tiguity to the houses of Bluéf residenta. 


I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


BLUFF. 
Yokohama, September 15th, 1881. 


TRANSLATION FROM JAPANESE. 


To the editor of the Japan Gasetts. 

Dear Str :—Althongh I have uo right to 
class myself, or be classed among “ the higher 
scholars and stadents of the Japanese langu- 
age,” I think I can with reasonable confi- 
dence assure “ Querist” that he can make no 
great mistake in accepting the definition of 
$B given by Mr. Sano in his Giokuhen, “ to 
grasp with the paw.” a 

Dr. 8. W. Williams, at page 492 of his 
Syllabic Dictionary, defines the character thus : 
“To seize with the claws as a cat or eagle does 
with ite prey.” Dr. Morrison defines it in his 
Dictionary (vol. I, page 571) as “To take 
hold of ; to grasp with the paw or claw, as 
a dog or bird.” ; 

Both these eminent Lexicographers follow 
closely on the lines of Kang-Hi, who gives as 
equivalents, 3% “to seize from above,” $RHE 
‘to pounce upon and seize,” dc. A gloss on 
an illustrative quotation from the forty-firat 
chapter of the #RRB says, LAMPIRS HE, 
that is ‘‘to seize with the feet [or legs], is 
called 9 Kaku. 


I am, dear sir, 
Your faithfully, 
xs 
Yokohame, 14th. Sept., 1881. 


A NATURALIZATION LAW FOR JAPAN. 


To the editor of the Japan Gasette. 


S1r:—From ten to twelve years since the 
diplomatic world of Europe and America, and 
all who took an interest in international affairs, 
were much occupied in the consideration 
and discussion of questions of nationality 
and naturalization. The discussion was raised 
by the United States of America, in defence of 
persons who, according to American law, but 
not to the laws of the countries in which they 
were born, were deemed American citizens. 
On the side of the United States the subject 
was pressed with uncommon rigour and per- 
sistency by the then secretary of state, the 
late Mr. Seward— a man of remarkable power 
of mind” as he was described by Earl Russell — 
and the result has been that the enactments 
and decrees, many of which had been hardly 
touched for ages, were either totally abrogated, 
or modified in a sense consonant with the 
wishes of the American people. 

Early in their history the congress of the 
United States had detlared it the inalienable 
right of man to expatriate himself when or 
where he plexsed, or could do so; while the 
law of England asserted, as an inflexible rule, 
that no British subject can put off his natural 
allegiance without the consent of the legislature 
of Great Britain. On this position was based 
the claim of the latter country at the begin- 
ning of the present century to impress seamen 
from American vessels to setve in the royal 
navy, which ultimately led to war between the 
two countries, This war in no way settled 
the question of the right of expatriation, which 
wes subsequently brought up frequently, until 
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finally, consequent upon the outbreak of| there is nevertheless no reason why they should 


Fenianism in Ireland in the years 1865-8, 
fomented and led chiefly by natives of 
Ireland naturalized in America, it assumed 
great and pressing importance. About the 
same time similar questions were raised 
with the German states and France by the re- 
turn of subjects of those countries who had 
been naturalized in America, and the demand 
of the authorities that they should perform 
compulsory military service. The discussions 
with these two countries were easily settled ; 
bat it was not until 1870 that, by the Natural- 
ization Act of that year, Great Britain receded 
from the position which she had taken in the 
matter of expatriation. In this diplomatic 
victory Mr. Seward was much assisted by the 
moet eminent English public writers of the day, 
as much as by the intrinsic justice of his case, 
- his persistent and logical mode of pressing 


Broadly speaking, the right of every man to 
expatriate himself is now acknowledged by 
every civilized power; but in each state there 
are certain restrictions, dictated by a desire to 
avoid collision with other nations on the deli- 
cate subject of sovereignty. So far the in- 
dividual. 

In the volume of the diplomatic correspond- 
ence of the United States for 1877, we find the 
American minister in Japan reporting to the 
department of state a conversation with the 
Japanese vice-minister for foreign affairs, 
the late Mr. Sameshima, on the subject of 
naturalization. Mr. Bingham was asked to 
state his opinion of the right of the Japanese 
government to grant naturalization to aliens re- 
siding, or desirous of taking up their abode, in 
Japan. He replied that, according to his view, 
Japan possessed such power, inasmuch as all the 
leading nations of Europe had claimed it, as 
well as the United States ; and that independent 
nations had equal rights within their respective 
territories. In reply to a further enquiry how 
the extra-territorial clause in the treaties with 
foreign powers affected this right of Japan to 
naturalize foreigners, Mr. Bingham said, that 
in his opinion “ that treaty provision did not 
in any wise affect the question, as the only 
intent thereof was to exempt the citizen or 
‘subject of the treaty-power from trial, in civil 
and criminal cases in Japan, before Japanese 
tribunals, to subject him to trial within this 
empire in all complaints before the judicial 
tribunals of the country to which he owes his 
present allegiance.” Hence, in the opinion of 
Mr. Bingham—and we can desire no better 
one in a question of this description—Japan, in 
common with all other independent nations, 
has the right to promulgate a naturalization 
law, and under it to naturalize any foreigner 
desiring to expatriate himself. No such law 
has, however, yet been issued, and I shall now 
proceed to state what seem to me very strong 
Yeasons why Japan should exercise her right of 
naturalization freely. 

There are two reasons why the Japanese 
government should introduce the practice of 
naturalizing foreigners by law. The first is 
that Japan would thereby take an important 
step towards the abolition of the system of 
extra-territoriality ; the second is the important 
advantages which would result to the land, 
more especially under the present circum- 
stances, 

If Japan declared iteelf ready to open the 
whole country to foreigners, provided the 
extra-territorial clauses were expunged from 
the treaties, it seems certain that foreign 
powers would not at present consent to such a 
measure. But although it is vel he possible 


to remove the privileges granted to aliens, 


not be removed to a certain extent in in- 
dividual cases, by accepting as Japanese sub- 
jects such foreigners as, believing the laws of 
the country sufficiently developed, desire to 
live under them. Of course, no one can say 
before-hand how many would take advantage 
of a naturalization law. But if in the course 
of some years & hundred persons availed 
themselves of the privilege granted by such a 
law, the treatment which they would re- 
ceive from Japanese authorities and Japanese 
courta, in their capacity as Japanese subjects, 
would afford foreign powers a criterion as to 
the position of all foreigners, if completely 
under Japanese law. It is almost a law of 
nature that people will hesitate doing what 
they ‘have no examples for; and it can hardly 
be expected that foreign residents would will- 
ingly forfeit the benefits which are theirs by 
treaty, without some assurance, more satis- 
factory than they have yet received, as to the 
manner in which power over them would be 
exercised by the officials of this country. Such 
an assurance would be afforded by the treat- 
ment of foreigners naturalized under a Japan- 
ese law. 


The dislike of the native authorities to the 
introduction of foreign capital to develope the 
natural resources of the country is well known. 
This also could be met by naturalization. It 
is doubtful whether men of capital would them- 
selves become Japanese subjects; but it is 
quite certain that they would invest their 
wealth more readily in the hands of a foreigner 
whose language, habits, and modes of transact- 
ing business they know, than with a Japanese 
of whom they are ignorant in all these res- 
pects, Men of much skill and special know- 
ledge, in which the Japanese themselves are 
wanting, might be induced to cast in their 
lot with the country. When this subject was 
mooted three or four years ago, many of the 
Japanese journals raised a loud outcry against 
it. It was etated that “the fair-haired and 
blue-eyed ones,” would come to Japan, become 
naturalized, make much wealth (the usual 
cry !) and then depart carrying their gaius with 
them, and leaving the country so much the 
poorer. It is hardly necessary to do more than 
mention this objection. Natives of Europe are 
scattered all over the globe as naturalized sub- 
jects of every country, and we do not remem- 

r to have seen them objected to on this 
ground before. Many of the most important 
industries of England are due to foreign exiles 
who were granted homes from prosecution or 
injustice in their own countries; and taking 
into consideration the exceptional circumstances 
in Japan, the presence of skilled and educated 
foreigners amongst them, would be of tenfold 
advantage to the Japanese. 


Whether foreigners should be recommended 
to take such a course is a wholly different ques- 
tion, but as to the benefit to the Japanese 
themselves, and from this point of view alone 
have I written at present, this seems obvious. 
There are somany examples for laws of this des- 
cription that it is unnecessary now to indicate 
any in particular. Every government can at 
any time refuse to permit the naturaliza- 
tion of an individual, who, for reasons of its 
own, it does not desire to have as a subject. 
Japan and China are, we believe, the only 
countries of importance in the world without 
some provision on the subject of naturaliza- 
tion. 


I am, &., 


CIVIS. 


A DESERVING CASE. 


To the editor of the Japan Gazette. 


Siz :—I shall be much obliged if you will 
allow me to make an appeal in your columns 
on behalf of some of the children from the 
Bonin islands, of whom you published an ac- 
count last August. The condition of these 
half European descendants of the firat settlers 
is likely to be one of increasing ignorance and 
retrogression, We have for some years past 
endeavoured to do what we could in the way 
of educating any of the children of the island- 
ers that could be persuaded to come to Japan. 
Three out of the seven who came back in the 
Alert had already received iustruction either 
here or in Kobe for longer or shorter periods, 
When the Alert was about to start on its last 
voyage to the Bonin islands, [ promised Mr. 
Van Buskirk—who has taken the greatest 
interest in the matter—to take two or three 
children if they could be brought here. Of the 
seven who actually cume, Mr. Foss of Kobe 
has taken charge of two. For three more I 
hope to be able to provide. But for the re- 
maining two I am quite without the means 
of maintenance. These two are Benjamin 
Savory the son of an American and Moses 
Webb, the son of an Englishman; both aged 
about 14, and quiet tractable lads. I wish to 
mention that Dr. Faulds has kindly consented 
to give them lodgings and to teach them, toge- 
ther with the other pupils in his hospital, 
medicine and surgery. Mr. Thompson at the dis- 
pensary, desiring that the boys should not lose 
such an opportauity, has undertaken to take 
care of them and instruct them farther in 
English learning os well as in the dispensing 
of medicine &., if the requisite funds for 
their support can be found. I wish therefore 
to appeal to the well known generosity of the 
foreign residents on their behalf. 

I shall be happy to supply any further in- 
formation, and to receive any coutributions 
towards the maintenance of these two boys. 
Whatever sums I may receive will be duly 
acknowledged in the columns of the Gazette. 


I an, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
A. C, SHAW. 
Tokio, September 15th, 1881. 


Occasional Botes 


We have received the current number of 
that useful and interesting little magazine 
The Chrysanthemum, which we have much plea- 
sure in recommending to the notice of our 
readers. A Vocabulary of Aino words is com- 
menced by Mr. W. Dening which will no doubt 
be cordially welcomed by all who are engaged 
in the study of philology. Mr. M. C. Harris 
contributes some Japanese proverbs a few of 
which are little more than paraphrases of some 
of our own familiar sayings, ¢.g. “ Fuja no 
mando yori hin-ja no itto,” the one taper offered 
by the poor man is more than ten thousand 
presented by the rich. This supplies a very 
complete parallel to Luke 21 v. 1, “ And he 
looked up, and saw the rich men, é&.” Again, 
“ Uyetaru toki ni aji naki mono nashi,” when 
one is hungry nothing is insipid; which will 
compare with “Hunger is the best sauce.” 
Here is something that will supply food for 
reflection to those who believe in the Dar- 
winian theory :—“ Saru wa nin gen ni sam-bon 
ke ga taranas, a monkey only lacks three hairs 
of a man, (‘‘Akwji sen ri,” evil travels fast, 
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will compare with “Bad news travels fast.” 
“ Chiwshin ni kun ni tsukayedzu,” a loyal sol- 
dier cannot serve two masters, is the equivalent 
of “ Ye cannot serve Godand mammon.” Mr. 
Waddell continues his valuable series of papers 
on “The Rendering into Japanese of some 
Theological and Psychological Terms,” and 
Mr. Takahashi Goro furnishes another instal- 
ment of his criticism of Mr. Waddell on Ki. 
The “padding” throughout the number is 
commendable, but does not call for any special 
notice. We can safely say that this issue of 
The Chrysanthemum at least reaches, if it does 
not exceed, the average. 


Tue Akebono Shinbun says :—Mr. Godni of 
the Kwansei Boyeki Shokwai, who hus hecome 
so well known in connection with the Kaita- 
kushi transaction that even children are 
familiar with his name, recently came to Tokio 
from the Hokkaido but avoided seeing his 
friends in the capital, and secretly left that 
city a few days ago for Osaka from whonce 
after a short stay, he intends to proceed to 
Kinsu for the purpose of hiding himself from 
the public. However, when he arrived in 
Osaka, he is said to have been attacked by an 
unknown person with a drawn sword and so 
seriously wounded that it is uncertain whe- 
ther he will recover from the injuries he 
received. It is also said that the would-be 
assassain has not been arrested though the 
authorities are on the alert after him. We do 
not vouch for the trath of the rumour, but 
simply give it for what it is worth. 


— 


Tas Mai Nichi Shinbun announces that 
young people of Kochi-ken are constantly 
arriving at Kobe or Osaka by every steamer 
that trades between those two places and 
Kochi-ken, en route for Shidzuoka. The gov- 
ernment are anxiously watching their move- 
ment, and the Osaka-fu has addressed a com- 
munication to Shidzuoka-ken. 


—_— 


THE same paper says:—We heard some- 
time ago that the Tokio arsenal had been 
actively employed in making arms, &c. since 
the beginning of the year, so much so, that 
even on Sundays the establishment is not 
closed ; but since a rumour has been current 
to the effect that the Chinese are moving in 
the Loo-chooan affair, the arsenal has taken 
things a little more easily so that we are in- 
duced to believe that war is not so imminent 
as it was recently reported to be. 

Tug same journal says that His Excellency 


Iwakura, Udaijin, will shortly return from 
Kioto. 


A Base ball match was played on the cricket 
ground yesterday afternoon (8th inst.) between 
the local club aud the team from the U.8.S. Alert 
The result was a victory for the strangers. 


U.S.S, “ Auger.” Yoxouama B. B. Cuus. 


Names Pos, Runs, Outs.) Names Pos. Runs, Outs, 
Strobel ...... 2B. 1 4 | Loxton ......... P14 
Costello 4 1/ Mansbridge .. C.3 2 
Klink .... 4 1] VanBurenH.s8.1B.2 8 
Snyder . 2 3 | Moss, C.D. ...3B.4 1 
Hyland . 4 1 | Thompson 2B.2 3 
Hollow - 2 1] Driscoll .........8.8.3 2 
Gorman .F. 2 8 | Hodges C.F.2 2 
Taylor C. 0 4 | Schultz B.F.1 8 
MoCane .....L.F. 1 8 | Sargent .........LF.0 1 

20 21 18 21 
Score by innings. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
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THe Mai Nichi Shinbun says that Prince 
Arisugawa (the father of Sadaijin) has had an 
interview with their Majesties the Empress and 
Empress Dowager. 


Tue Nichi Nichi Shinbnn has the following 
items :—Princess Katsura-no-Miya, residing in 
Kioto has been ill for some time ; on the 4th. 
instant, the symptoms assumed a very dan- 
gerous turn, 

A rumour is current to tho effect that the 
cabinet is now discnssing the abolition of the 
public works departments and dividing its buei- 
ness between the home department and that of 
husbandry and trade ; for instance, lighthouses’ 
construction and repairs, and two three other 
branches of business, to the former dapartment, 
and all other business to the latter. But we 
do not know whether this is true or not. 


Tue heat of the last few days would have 
been unusually oppressive had the average 
per centage of humidity prevailed. Fortunate- 
ly, however, the high temperature has been 
tempered by an unusually dry air, To-day, 
for instance, at 1 p.m. the dry bulb thermo- 
meter in proper shade recorded 91°; the wet 
bulb 78°, the difference showing that the air 
contained no more than 50 per cent. of 
humidity. : 

A TeLEGRAM notifies that His Imperial 
Majesty the Mikado arrived at Hukodate at 
4.50 p.m, on the 8th inst. 

Tus Mai Nichi Shinbum remark :—A meet- 
ing of the shareholders of the Japan Railway 
Company was held yesterday, and after a brief 
deliberation it dispersed. It is said the sub- 
ject discussed was the departure of Mr. Yoshii, 
vice-minister of the public works department, 
for surveying ground along the proposed new 
lines. He leaves Tokio to-day. 


Tue government is said to have despatched 
secret spies to all Fu and Ken for a special 
purpose, and to have incurred the expenditure 
of 20,000 yen in the business. We cannot, 
however, vouch for the truth of the ramour. 


On the 31st. of August last, the Japanese 
corvette Kongo-kan met a wrecked ship on her 
voyage from Otaru to Hakodate, and succeeded 
in saving 25 persons who were on board. 


Tue quantity of gushing nonsense written 
about Japan and her treaties with foreign 
powers, is incredible. The latest contribution 
to this sentimental rubbish is fromthe pen of 
Mr. Isaac T. Smith, who dates his epistle from 
Washington, U. 8, A., June 1st, 1881, and of 
whom, although the name is somewhat familiar, 
we happily know nothing. This letter headed 
“Commercial Treaties” is too long and too 
worthless to be reproduced here, and two or 
three extracts will be more than sufficient. 
Referring to the financial difficulties of Japan 
Mr. Isaac T. Smith says :— 


. “It appears that by various treaties they have 
“made that the English and other European 
“manufacturers of goods are admitted into Japan 
“at arate of customs duty that barely covers 
“the expenses of collection, leaving no revenue 
‘therefrom for the suppor: of the government, 
“and these goods so admitted are displacing 
“their own home made fabrics by underselling 
“them, thereby driving the manufacturers of 
“ guch goods out of business: this has thrown 
‘whole communities of operatives out of em- 
« ployment causing great distress.” 

The finance minister stands corrected by 


"|Mr, Isaac T. Smith, The former states that 


the customs duties for 1880 are estimated to 
produce yen 2,569,462 ; coat of collection yeu 
222,308; balance for support of government 
yen 2,347,154: not avery unsatisfactory result 
when the insignificance of the trade is con- 
sidered. The principal imports, into Japan are 
raw materials of the commonest quality for the 
use of the poorest class of the people: and tho 
influx of these commodities has given employ- 
ment to thousands who were before idle, not 
merely in working up the raw material, but in 
producing something to pay for it. When 
foreigners founded the settlement of Yokohama 
the suburbs were waste swamps bare of in- 
habitants : now those suburbs extend to Kana- 
gawa some three miles distant, and not far 
short of sixty thousand people live upon the 
employment given to them by the foreigner, 
whose presence is 80 objectionable to Mr. Isaac 
T. Smith. ‘ 

The next quotation proves the care wit 
which Mr. Isaac T. Smith verified his data 
before drawing conclusions. He says:— 

“ Tt appears that after Mr. Harris had com- 
“pleted his treaty in 1858, which took two 
“years to accomplish, that an English envoy, 
“Lord Elgin, visited Japan and executed a 
“compact the same in form, but differing in 
“respect to the import duty on merchandize. 
“Mr, House says that Mr. Harris fixed the 
“duty at twenty per cent. ad valorem. The 
“ Englieh negotiation reduced it to five per cent. 
“Mr, Harris at once warned the Japanese of tho 
“ false step they were takiug, but the document 
“ had been signed, and it was too late to repair 
“ the evil.” : 

Quite wrong, Mr. Isaac T. Smith. If you 
follow Mr. House it is utterly impossible you 
should even approach the truth; and “ mark 
now, how a plain tale shall put you down.” 
The first treaty of commerce entered into by 
Japan was with the United States, signed at 
Yedo, July 29th, 1858; the second was with 
Holland, August 18th, 1858; the third was 
with Russia, August 7-19, 1858; and the 
fourth was with Great Britain, August 26th, 
1858. To all theso treaties trade regulations 
were annexed providing for an identical ous- 
toms tariff of duties ranging from 5 to 35 per 
cent. Thereturns therefrom, as lately shown, 
were very trifling, and trade was much hampored 
by these high duties, which, eight years later, 
were reduced to an uniform basis of 5 per cent. 
ad valorem, by a convention signed by the 
representatives of Japan, Great Britain, Franee, 
United States and Holland. True, Mr. Griffis, 
author of “The Mikado’s Empire,” himeelf 
no doubt an American of pure deacent for at 
least ten generations, endeavoured to get out 
of this awkward dilemma by delicately in- 
sinuating that the charyé of United States 
affairs in Japan was a Hollander by birth and 
training. 

Here we must stop. Half a dozen additional 
writers endowed with the ignorance crusse of 
Messrs. Isaac T. Smith and Griffis, would create 
endless confusion by their reckless dissemina- 
tion of misrepresentation, Their motto, sug- 
gested by their mistaken eritivism, should be 
Damnant quod non intelligunt, 


Tue Hochi Shinbun hes the following 
notes :— 

His Imperial Majesty the Mikado is an- 
nounced by a telegram to have arrived at 
Hiromaye at 6 p.m. on the 9th, inst. and to 
have left there at 1.30 p.m. on the following 
day. 

onan 

Tur article in the July number of the 
Edinburgh Review entitled “Japan revolu- 
tionized” is. @ very poor piece of padding, 
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The writer does not seem to have any know- 
ledge whatever of his subject except what he 
has derived from Miss Bird’s and Sir Edward 
Reed’s volumes, It is our desire to reprint 
here anything of importance or value that 
appears about Japan in the newspapers and 
magazines at home, but in the present instance 
the article is composed chiefly of cuttings from 
the volumes reviewed, connected by perfunctory 
and frequently incorrect remarks of the re- 
viewer. Misled by Miss Bird, he says that no 
evidence is forthcoming to show that the revo- 
lution has in any way improved the condi- 
tion of the Japanese labourer. . General Van 
Buren shows very clearly, in his excellent 
Report on Labor in Japan, that o vast change 
has taken place in the position and prospects 
of the mural population during the past twelve 
years; that in fact the difference between the 
present and past condition of the labourer is 
that between servitude and freedom, between 
being a serf all but permanently attached to 
the land, and being himself the free possessor 
of the land. He has again been misled by 
Miss Bird to attribute extreme poverty and 
misery as the lot of the labourer. We have 
already dealt with Miss Bird’s jaundiced views 
on this subject in reviewing her work. For 
once the writer in the Edinburgh Review 
is right when he says that there is some- 
thing which has not yet been told if 
the Japanese peasant is anything but ex- 
tremely well off, according to his own notions 
of comfort, when we know his industry and 
ingenuity, as well as the fertility of the soil, 
the comparatively light taxation, and the 
cheapness of food. What that something is, 
as we have already pointed out, Miss Bird 
describes through somewhat jaundiced eyes in 
the wild mountain districts of northern Japan, 
and not in the silk, tea and rice districts which 
are the true homes of the peasant. 


The proof reading of the article, also, has 
been most defective. Woe find Keiou for 
Kiishin, Isagaru for Tsugaru, Sokio for 
Tokio; Mr. Satow appears as Mr. Satoro; 
“an Aino hut in Yezo,” becomes ‘an Aino 
not in Yeso.” The writer’s notion of the 
uses of the Japanese syllabaries are somewhat 
vague. The hirakana is used, he says, by 
women and the lower classes, and is the first 
learned by the children. The katakana is 
learned “later in life, if they require a more 
advanced knowledge of literature!” A Japan- 
ese student is also, it seems, “expected to 
acquire a sufficient knowledge of Chinese to 
be able to read the ‘Conversations of Confu- 
cius,” or at least this was considered 
needful ten years ago. ‘ The Japanese also, 
according to this authority, wear nothing 
but heavy wooden clogs,” which prevent the 
freedom of locomotion, aud turn the distinctive 
gait of man into acaptive’s shuffle.” He is 
evidently unaware of the fact that sandals of 
various kinds are worn in Japan, and that for 
long distances they are much preferable as foot 
gear to ordinary European shoes or boots. 
Tho Edinburgh Review can hardly be con- 
gratulated on its article on Japan, and this is 
all the more surprising because as a rule that 
periodical has the best articles of any Euro- 
pean magazine on Chinese subjects. 


Tue Nichi Nichi Shinbun says:—It is ramour- 
ed that His Excellency Iwakura now staying 
in Kioto either intends to resign, or has already 
or done so; we have algo recently heard that 
his Excellency, having nearly recovered from 
sickness, will return to Tokio before His Im- 
perial Majesty the Mikado arrives in the 
capital, 


'tho utmost convenience to purchasers and 


Tae same paper remarks:—In the law 
drawing office in the Daijiokwan, a new code 
of mercantile laws is being compiled by 
foreign employés belonging to the foreign 
department ; as this code is in great request 
the Genroin have stopped the examination of 
a new marine act which it has had in hand. 

Tus University of Tokio has made a “new 
departure” and, to our thinking, a very extra- 
ordinary one. They recently applied to the 
Swedenborg Society, British and Foreign, for a 
set of the writings of Swedeaborg. The appli- 
cation has been granted and a second set was 
given at the same time to the library of the 
Union Theological Seminary in Tankyi Tokio, 
which is largely used by English-reading 
Japanese. Now that the university has got 
the works of this gesthetic divine what on 
earth’ will it do with them? Are there any 
“ spiritualists” connected with that learned 
body? After this, if we should at any time 
hear of its professors or pupils instituting a 
a search after the ‘ philosopher's stone,” or of 
their being busily engaged in brewing or dis- 
tilling the “elixir of life” it would not cause 
us any very great surprise. 


Tue Argus, in its issue of the 10th. instant, 
referred to the case of F.da Rozav. Goto 
Shojiro, and reproduced the petition which has 
already appeared our columns. Our con- 
temporary thinks that the decision arrived at 
by the joto saibansho will appear strange to 
those who are unacquainted with the manner 
in which the law is administered in Japan. 
He asserts that the judges know very little of 
existing codes or of the forms of procedure and 
are very far from being impartial: an 
arbitrary despotism prevails and, as a natural 
consequence, the justice sought for is often very 
difficult to obtain. Thus, in the present case, 
to obtain the evidence of Mr. Goto Shojiro it 
was necessary to petition H. I. M. the Mikado 
in order that he might be summonsed ; but as 
the gentleman in question has great influence 
in high quarters the judges dare not fine or 
otherwise punish him for contempt of court, 
and he therefore comes or stays away as he 
thinks proper. This will give some idea of a 
Japanese tribunal and of how justice is ad- 
ministered in the ‘ Morning Land.” 


Tue following circular note has been deliver- 
ed to the foreign houses interested in silk. 
To the signatures we have appended in paren- 
theses the more familiar firm names known 
to foreigners, information to assist the 
identification of the signatories, always a work 
of great difficulty owing to the strong similarity 
in Japanese names, and the irregular habit of 
frequently making changes therein. 

The rules are in course of translation, and 
will be made public as soon as possible unless 
doing so will be to advertise the company 
gratis, which we have no intention of doing. 


Tue Reneo Kuro NrapzvKaRrisHo, 
September 13th, 1881. - 


Dear Sirs:—We have the honour to send 
this letter to you, hoping you are quite well 
in spite of the hot season. 

We wish to bring to your notice that we, 
the undersigned, carrying on the same business, 
havo established the Rengo Kiito Niadzuka- 
risho, by mutual agreement, and will carry 
on our business on and after September 15th, 
in accordance with the rules, of which we send 
you a copy herewith. 

We intend to continue building godowns, 
and to do everything necessary for affording 


sellers, but we request you to make any sug- 
gestions you desire. 
Yours truly, 


(Miteui Bussan Kaisha) Mumagore Kromet. 
(Boyeki Shokwai and Mitsu 


Bishi Co.) Asaroxr Yxust. 
(Nozawaya) Moar Soszr. 
(Kameya) Hara ZenzazBuro. 


Sursusawa Krsaxv, 
The following is a list of names of the 
sellers joined with this company, to which we 
also call your attention. 
(Kameya) 
(Nozawaya) 


Hana Zgnzasvro. 
Moar Soxar. 
Surpusawa Saxvurazo. 
(The Mitsui Bussan Kwai- 

sha) Mvmacosat Kronzr. 
(Boyeki Shokwai and 


Miteu Bishi Co.) Asaruxr Yeu. 


(Sekitanya) Hrmanvma Sexzo. 
(Tonomura Riohei) Kawasorg Gsxarzo. 
Waxao Ixvzo. 

(Nozawaya) Naxasato Cuusgi. 
(Itoya) Tanaka Hersacai. 
(Manager of Koteuke 

Company) Urepa SurnozayeMon. 
(Tomiya) Honreosat Krnzasvro. 
(Kioya) Taser YosHrBEt. 
(Fusisawaya) Taxanasnt ManYeMon. 


Kawnaerra Hisarago. 
Korasv Saun. 
Taxkaxr Sasuno. 
Supzuxr Uremon. 
Haetmana KenstRo. 
Nisam Kooset. 
Yamapa Komaxicai. 
Twn Yuzo. 
Amemtya Kerstn0. 
Surpusawa YosasuRo. 
Wartanazg Fuxvsasvgo. 
Kasawaka Meevxv. 


(Fuso Shokai) 
(Doshin Kwaisha) 
(Sudzukiya) 


(Sekitanya) 
(Maruya) 


Tue gale which raged with considerable vio- 
lence during the later part of Tuesday night and 
the whole of yesterday morning has, we are glad 
to say, passed over without doing any serious 
damage to property either on the settlement or 
on the bluff. The wind began to rise between 11 
and 12 o’clock on Tuesday night and was at its 
height between 5 and 6 a.m. yesterday morning, 
blowing from 8.8.W. After 6 o’clock it calmed 
down slightly. On the Bluff the damage is con- 
fined to a few tiles off the roofs of the more ex- 
posed dwelling houses, and the blowing down of 
some trees and fences. In the settlement the 
loss is extremely small; we noticed some 
plaster had been blown off several houses, 
but in all probability it was loose before 
the gale commenced; in other respects 
the damage is almost nil. The Japanese 
however have not been quite so fortunate ; the 
ricketty nature of their houses renders them 
more liable to damage, and on Noge hill they 
have been sadly blown about. On some of them 
parts of the roof are gone, and innumerable 
shoji are scattered in all directions. Large 
quantities of shingle were distributed broad- 
cast, and from accounts we have received, the 
inhabitants of that part of the Bluff must have 
had a lively time of it during the night 
in looking after their windows; as indeed 
as had several residents on our own 
bluff, Although several of the vessels in har- 
boar dragged their anchors and drifted for 
short distances and the men-of-war considered 
it necessary to get under steam to keep head- 
way there was no damage done, but we are 
sorry to have to record considerable loss of 
life and property occasioned by the drifting 
and wreckage of three of the Pacific Mail 
Steam Company’s cargo barges, Theso barges 
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had been engaged in the landing of cargo from 
the steamer Belgic which arrived here on 
Monday evening from San Francisco and were 
anchored for the night outside the English 
hatoba. The force of the wind made two of 
them drog their anchors and drift on the 
beach near the fort at Kanagawa and the other 
was sunk near the steamer. Some twelve 
sendoes were drowned, or killed by violence, 
and about three hundred packages of mer- 
chandize were lost. 


Tue hesitation shown by the United States 
to adopt the revised code of ‘‘ Regulations for 
preventing collisions at sea” has created some 
difficulty in carrying those regulations into 
effect. In August last year H.B.M. chargé 
@affaires in Washington made certain repre- 
sentations to the government calling attention 
to the inconvenience United States ships were 
likely to suffer from the non-recognition of 
rules intended to secure uviformity in the 
prevention of collisions at sea, whereupon 
notice was given by the United States govern- 
ment that “compliance by vessels of the 
United States with these regulations while 
navigating foreign waters will not entail 
any penalties upon them on their return 

“to this country.” This permissive order 
was to some extent satisfactory, but we 
observe with pleasure from a copy of 
a general order issued by the depart- 
ment of state, May let, 1881, that these re- 
gulations are now adopted for the naval ser- 
vice of the United States “in so far as the 
navigation of naval vessels outside of the United 
States territorial waters is concerned, Within 
the waters of the United States, vessels will 
be guided by the regulations for prevent- 
ing collisions as specified in section 4233 of 
the United States revised statutes.” 

The circular, clear in all other respects, is 
somewhat obscure in expressly notifying the 
adherence of the United States to the new 
regulations, but there seems no doubt that 
seuch adherence is now formally notified. To 
the circular is appended the revised inter- 
national regulations, the modifications of the 
old rales being printed in italics, careful ex- 
amination and comparison being enjoined upon 
all officers of the vavy. 

The consular officers at all maritime stations 
have been furnished with copies of the general 
order, and masters of American vessels can 
obtain one on application. We would gladly 
reproduce the whole circular in these columns, 
but in addition to the facts that the rules have 
been already printed and space is precious, the 
utility of such a course is open to doubt. 


Lovsns of good breakfast bacon will be glad 
to hear that there is a prospect of shortly 
being able to procure really well cured bacon 
prepared in the neighbourhood, It is well 
known that English hams and bacon cannot 
be imported as a rule at a reasonuble price 
and in good condition; and the American 
bacon, although sometimes a fairly well fla- 
voured piece is obtainable, is not generally free 
from a strong flavour which militates against 
its general consumption for breakfast, with or 
without eggs, 

We are now informed, that a gentleman 
practically acquainted with bacon saving, who 
has already succeeded in producing hams and 
bacon of a quality which has elicited universal 
encomium, is about to start a piggery and bacon 
curing establishment on a moderately large 
scale, with a view of suppling the Japan and 
China markets with a really appetising article; 
end is about to, or bas already, made the 


necessary application through his consul, to 
obtain the grant of a piece of ground in the 
neighbourhood of the rifle range so as to 
carry on the business without giving annoyance 
to persons residing within the limits of the 
Yokobama and Bluff settlements ; in the same 
way as has been granted to the proprietors of 
several dairy establishments. 


Tue Nichi Nichi Shinbun has the following 
report of births, deaths, and marriages in the 
city of Tokio for Msy last, prepared by the 
Tokio-fu :-— 


Birtus. 

Male.... ... 824 
Female . .. 805 1,629 
Dratus. 

Male....... -. 938 
Female ... . 816 1,754 
Marriages... . 611 
Abortions 121 
Divorces .... « 297 


Ir is always gratifying to hear of the exten- 
sion of banking operations, but doubts exist as 
to the wisdom of making advances on the 
security of Japanese paper. The Japan Herald 
gives a rumour to the effect that some time 
“ one of the foreign banks made a loan of some 
$300,000 against kinsatsu, which sum is 
believed to have been applied to bolstering up 
the price of silk.” This particular foreign 
bank is to be congratulated upon the possession 
of so much money that it can afford to lend a 
large sum upon a kind of security the share 
holders will do well to investigate at the next 
general meeting: but the foreign merchants 
of Yokohama cannot, in their turn, be con- 
gratulated upon the opposition to all sound 
business operations recently commenced by a 
few Japanese and materially strengthened by 
the assistance of those financial institutions 
which foreign merchants here have largely 
assisted to found and maintain. 


Tue Akebono Shinbun says that the return 
of His Imperial Majesty the Mikado to Tokio 
was fixed for the 4th. or 5th. of next month, 
but he has suddenly changed his intentiou; it 
is now said that}H. 1. M. will return sometime 
during this month. 


Tur Nichi Nichi Shinbun remarks :—Mr. 
Yamaoka, junior vice minister of the house- 
hold department, and Mr. Nagasaki, a secretary 
of the same department, and some under 
officials have been ordered to make preparations 
for the reception of the sons of His Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales, and they will 
attend at the Yenriokwan (a palace for their 
Highnesses) from ‘the 20th. instant, day and 
night. 


Tar same paper says:—The new fire 
insurance regulations which have been drawn 
up by a special committee appointed by the 
home and finunce department and Tokio-fu, 
are about to be forwarded to the cabinet, 
from which they will be sent to the Gen- 
to In. It is said that when these regula- 
tions are published, a central fire insurance 
office is to be first established in Tokio, belong- 
ing to the home and finance department; but 
as an experiment, the present fire insurance 
section of the Tokio-fu will execute the busi- 
ness. 


Amoxest the names of the passengers who 
arrived here by the 8. 8. Belyic last night we 
uote thoso of Lord and Ludy Harris and 


Lord Zouche. Their lordships are celebrated 
cricketers, Lord Harris having for several years 
been captain of the Kent county eleven, in addi- 
tion to taking a prominent part in the finest 
matches at home. 

Tne 400 yarde handicap of the Socteé 
Suisse de Tir was shot on Monday afternoon, 
The following is the score. 


Winners. 

Ist Prize Mr. Stiebel 39 
2nd, Mr. Culty 38 
3rd, Mr. Dourille 38 
4th ,, Mr. Dubois 37 
5th ,, Mr. Salabelle 37 
6th ,, Mr. Hurlemann 37 
Mr. Gilbert (12) made the highest score :— 

5, 5, 5,5, 5, 5, 5, 5, 5, 4... eee 49 87 


He wasa “tie” at 37 but graciously left 
the prizes to his competitors. 


Tue Mai-nichi Shinbun says that the regula- 
tions for saving wrecked ships, laid down by 
a treaty between Japan and the Unitcd States 
will shortly be published. 


Tue Nichi Nichi Shinbun says that the ex- 
amination of the regulations for companies 
prepared by the agricultural and commercial 
department is completed and they have been 
forwarded to the cabinet. 


Ix another column we publish a continua- 
tion of the report of the case of F. da Roza v. 
Government of Japan. We are now informed 
that the plaintiff will next take proceedings in 
the dai shin in. 


Tue expected arrival of the Flying Squadron 
and the assemblage in these watera of the 
China fleet, suggest the advisability of our 
Choral Society availing themselves of so good 
an opportunity to give pleasure to our visitors 
as well as the community, and to add consider- 
ably to the funds of the society, H. M.S. 
Pinafore will certainly attract two crowded 
houses; and if Zhe Pirates of Penzance, an 
opera said to be in contemplation for the open- 
ing of this season, can be brought forward, 
four bumper audiences may be confidently 
relied ov. 


Mr. P. Bouw is about venturing upon a new 
enterprise which is likely, when known, to te- 
ceive much support. Two yoars ngo an attempt 
was made to establish « lighter company for 
loading and discharging cargo in the harbour, 
but, promising as the company’s prospects were, 
it never commenced business. Mr. Bohm is 
now about to try what can be done by means of 
good lighters, and crews permanently engaged, 
to lessen the losses by theft which are insepara- 
ble from the present mode of landing. 

Yesterday afternoon a large barge. built on 
the swamp from thedesigns and under the super- 
vision of Mr. Bohm. was launched in the creek 
at high water. ‘This vessel in 50 fet long, 18 
in width, and 7 depth of hold. A cuvered hatch 
will rise two feet above the deck to facilitate 
the stowage of light and bulky cargo; and two 
movable masts with Chinese sails, large sculls, 
&c., will form the propelling geur. This barge 
will be able to carry from 80 to 100 tons dead 
weight, and a proportionate quintity of 
measurement goods, Should the venture bo 
successful and receive support, other barges 
will be built, and a powerful steam lauich 
will be procured for towage purposes. 

An enterprise of this kind deserves aupyort 
at the hands of those merchants who have 
eufferéd "from the persistent pilfering which 
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seems, according to our experienced corres- 
pondent “Marinus,” to be an inherent and 
ineradicable vice of the Japanese ship labourer. 


A person signing himself Herman Friebe, 
has addressed a letter to the Choya Shinbun, 
the publication of which reflects in the most 
serious manner upon the intelligence of the 
editors of that popular journal. Perhaps our 
respected contemporary has not had sufficienr 
experience of these tricksters, who endeavout 
to drag themselves out of the muddy obscurity 
which is their appropriate element by imposing 
upon newspapers so far as to obtain the publi- 
cation of their names as fitting appendages to 
the childish trash they have the intolerable 
impudence to put forward as truth. Mr. H. 
Friebe, whoever he may be, is of this class ; 
and we have no hesitation in asserting that iu 
a short letter he has contrived to pack more 
misstatements, erroneous deductions, mali- 
cious libels, and contemptible reflections upon 
foreigners, none of whose shoes Mr. Friebe is 
worthy to clean, than any other of the 
scurrilous slanderers, Mr. House not excepted, 
that have pestered the local press in vain 
during the past five years, and have now 
apparently found a fitting channel for the 
publication of their precious epistles. We 
warn, in all good faith, our contemporaries 
against persons of Mr. Friebe’s class and 
social standing; persons whose ignorance is 
@ means to make mischief and create diesen- 
sions on bases that never had existence in 
fact. 

Mr. Friebe, if we are not mistaken, recently 
expressed his anxiety to become a naturalized 
Japanese, on which action our contemporary of 
the Hiogo News made some fitting comments. To 
the tender mercies of that journal we commend 
Mr. Friebe and all his oaks 


Mr. Iwamura, governor of Miyeken, now 
staying in Tokio, is said to have entered into 
negotiations with the Mitsu Bishi company and 
Mitsui Bank, in connection with holding 
shares in a proposed railway between Otsu 
and Yokkaichi, and these two companies are 
reported to have consented to the propostion 
made by the governor. It is supposed there- 
fore, that when he returos to the ken in his 
charge, the construction of the railway will 
be commenced forthwith. 


Ir is said that a new ken will be established 
under the name of Tottoriken and its jurisdic- 
tion will include the two provinces of Ivaba 
and Hoki. 


H. E. Kuropa the head of the Kaitakushi, 
accompanied by his staff, arrived at Yokohama 
by the Genbumaru the day before yesterday, 


WE hear that the Rengo Kiito Niadzukari- 
sho will commence its operations, from the 
5th. instant. Apropos of this subject, col- 
lectors of silk in Jioshiu held a mecting and 
discussed the question of reducing tho rates 
of commission now paid to wholesale mer- 
chants, that is, one dollar for every thousand 
dollars of proveeds, on the ground that they 
(tho collectors) have to pay an additional rate 
to the Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho in addition 
toa feo for the examination of their goods 
at the Aratamesho, and therefore the commis- 
sion in question has become too exorbitant. 
They decided to send a representative to Yoko- 
hama to ask for the reduction. The demand 


Owrne to the fresh winds blowing yesterday, 
no steamers plied between here and Yokoska, 
and vice versa, 

Tue Hochi Shinbun says, that the household 
department will provide three state carriages 
‘for the use of the sons of His Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales. One will be sent to 
Yokohama, one to the Shinbashi station, and 
the other to the Yenriokwan, on the 23rd. 
netant ; officials of the department inspectedi 
them yesterday. 

Tue Nichi Nichi Shinbun says, that cholera 
has broken out in Shanghai and has a tendency 
to spread; the government have ordered strict 
supervision to be paid ta vessels arriving at 
Yokohama from Shanghai. 


We have been favored with a copy of the 
papers submitted to the Hongkong Legislative 
Council on the meteorological observatory pro- 
posed to be erected in that colony. The idea 
emanated from the Kew Committee of the 
Royal Society and has been heartily entered 
into both by the Colonial Secretary of State 
and Sir John Pope Hennessy. An elaborate 
and most interesting report has been drawn 
up on the subject by Major Palmer, R.E. 
who appears to have made the science of 
meteorology his especial study.. The many 
demands on our space prevent us from giving 
his remarks in extenso; we have therefore to 
content ourselves with a brief resumé which 
will, at any rate, give some idea of the im- 
portance of this undertaking. The “ objects 
and reasons” are thus set forth in a letter, 
quoted by Major Palmer, from Mr. Blanford 
meteorological reporter to the government of 
India :— 

The results of the meteorological system 
established by the government of India have 
now demonstrated the fact that the monsoons 
of India are distinct in origin and goal from 
those of the China seas. Each region is 
characterised by features peciiliar to it, and 
we have now accumulated a large amount of 
data relating to the Indian monsoons which 
will receive a great extension so soon as the 
nautical logs now in course of extraction and 
tabulation in the London Meteorological Office 
shall be available for discussion. But in the 
case of the China seas, our information is but 
little advanced beyond the stage to which it 
was carried by Dové and Piddington. A first 
class observatory has indeed been established 
by the Jesuit Fathers at Shanghai, and another 
is now in course of equipment at Manila. But 
much more than this is required for the study 
of the China monsoons; and the proposed 
observatory at Hongkong will be & most 
valuable addition to the system. 

The three chief objects aimed at in the pro- 
posed observatory are :— 

To determine the local time by astronomical 
observations, and drop a time-ball daily. 

To obtain series of meteorological observa- 
tions with instruments of the best kinds, and 
to acquire information relating to the typhoons 
and monsoons of the China seas. 

To obtain series of observations in terrestrial 
magnetism, also with the best modern ap- 
paratus, 

To effect all this the most approved modern 
instruments (many of which are self-register- 
ing) will be employed. The proposed site of 
the observatory is Mount Elgin on the Kow- 
loon Peninsula. The estimated annual cost is 
$10,000. The scheme is one that deserves 
every encouragement and support and is one 
that cannot fail to bo appreciated by metcoro- 


Tas Clya Shinbun publishes the following 
official report of the typhoon on the 14th. inst. 

At 9 a.m. on the 138th. instant, the observa- 
tory at Nagasaki telegraphed that the barometer 
had already fallen to 39.56 inches, and seemed 
to be still falling, and that the thermometer 
showed 86°; N.E.N. wind was then blowing at 


the rate of fourteen English miles. The 
observatory reported this observation, perhaps 
because it foresaw a typhoon coming from the 
China sea by the low reading of the barometer 
and unusual high temperature, though the 
wind was not strong at the time. Judging 
from the direction of the wind, it seemed that 
the vortex of the typhoon bore eastward of 
Nagasaki, but whilst the barometer was still 
falling, no signs of it were observed near that 
place. 

With regard to the direction of the vortex 
when in motion; one observation was not suffi- 
cient to ascertain it, therefore the central 
observatory is waiting for a telegram from the 
Hiroshima and Wakayama observatories, from 
which no communication has yet been received, 
either on account of there having been no 
signs of a storm or of telegraphic communica- 
tion being interrupted between ‘Tokio and 
those places. 

In Tokio clouds roso from the north on the 
evening of the 12th instant, and gradually 
covered the whole sky, whilst the rain poured 
down in torrents; a northerly wind was blow- 
ing at the time. At 1.40 a.m. on the 14th. 
instant, the direction of the wind suddenly 
changed, and it became more violent. 

The following table shows the direction and 
force of the wind and the reading of the baro- 
meter. 


9 p.m. on the 17th. 80.032 69.7 4.4 E.N.E. 
9am. , » 18th. 29.942 664 638 N. 
19pm.» » »» 29.802 688 88 N. 
» wo» ao 29.682 684 38.0 N. 
Sam. » » 14th. 20.464 763 17.6 3.E. 
4 5» » » » 29.361 783 87.1 8.E.8. 
5 5 os 9 ny ©«—-29.289 76.7 41.6 8.E.8. 
6 4, 9 9 «9 ©.29.222 77.6 89.6 8. 
6.15 4, 55 99 0 929.171 78.7 
7» » » » 29.285 79.6 412 8.W.8. 
» oo» » 9 29.814 80.1 40.1 8.W.S. 
9 5 » 9» 9 29.809 79.9 386.1 5.W.8. 
10 » os 9 6 = 29.429 82.2 241 8.W.8. 
ll, 9 » 1» 629.445 85.2 266 8.W. 
12noon ,, » » 29.446 85.4 26.6 S.W. 


* This was the lowest reading during the preva- 
lence of the typhoon. 

The greatest velocity of wind was observed 
at 4.30 a.m. and then it was 60 miles per hour. 

From the above table, it will be seeh that 
the vortex of the typhoon passed to the woet 
of Tokio, and was nearest to the central obser- 
vatory at about 6,15 a.m. on the 14th. instant. 
It ie supposed that at 9 a.m. on the 13th. when 
the telegram was despatched from Nagasaki, 
the centre of the typhoon, was at the distance 
of 520 miles (marine), and the velocity of 
the moving centre, on an average, 25 miles 
per hour. If the centre proceeded at this 
rate to the north, it must have arrived at 
Hakodate at 8p.m. The central observatory 
reported its observations by telegraph when 
the direction of the wind changed and the baro- 
meter had fallen unusually low. It is not yet 
definitely known, however, whether it so 
arrived there or not. 


Tne Ohoya Shinbun says, that according to 


an official enquiry into damages in Tokio mado 
by the last gale, 36 houses and shades were 


being reasonable the wholesale dealers will, we 
doubt not, entertain the application, 


logists connected with the obsorvatories at 
Tokio and elsewhere in Japan. 


blown down, and 14 damaged. Four fishing 
boats. were, wrecked off Shinagawa, 
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How unfortonate Japan is in having a 
ecommercis]l community so willing to be the 
cat's paw of a speculative official clique, as 
to frame monopolies and close combinations 
to their individual losses and furtherance of 
the objects of one or two wire pullers actual- 
ly, if not ostensibly, put forward by the fin- 
ance department or its banking interest. The 
latest illustration of this too great willing- 
ness is the establishment of a close combina- 
tion of silk dealers, under the patronage and 
influence of the government, and some of 
their banks, whose inauguration has been 
heralded by a steady down-fall in the value of 
paper money! Is this tho object of the 
combination ? Of course, as we have said 
before, if the government or their banks 
were to appear on the Yokohama market as 
purchasers of bullion for remittance abroad, 
paper money would go suddenly to the low 
point to which it appears to be now drifting 
gradually. Do the combining merchants 
know they are being made tools of? Have 
they any suspicion that the promoters of this 
combination never gave one thought to the 
interests of the merchants? And, so long 
as the objects of the promoters are carried 
out the country may “go hang.” Now a 
word to the foreign commercial commanity, 
which we hope may be carefully considered 
by the ministers of foreign powers. Has any 
body seen the rales regulating the conduct of 
this precious confraternity? Rules have 
certainly been sent to foreign silk buyers in 
a congratulatory letter upon their escape 
from the hot season, and expressing a hope 
that their health has not been impaired by 
the late excessive heat. But what are these 
rules? They are the rules that have appear- 
ed before the government and the public as 
guiding the company’s operations; bat they 
are not the totality of the rules that the 
combination actually have obtained signatures 
to from all shareholders or members of the 

ild. Rules such as the following exist 
secretly ; that is, they are carefully hidden 
from the pnblic at large. Any person in 
Yokohama, that is to say, foreigner, who 
purchases his silk through any other means 
than the guild will never be allowed to pur- 
chase any from the guild: any silk producer 
or merchant in the interior, in Tokio, or 
Yokohama, who sells to the foreigner with. 
out passing the silk through the guild, or 
eelling it under the guild rales, will never 
be allowed to send silk to Yokohama 
again. Now the promoters of this com- 
bination declare that in congequence of 
their not having sufficient money to 
maintain the entire monopoly of the 
silk trade without assistance, the govern- 
ment have advanced to the guild one mil- 
lion of paper yen; and three national 
banks, which are also government concerns, 
have advanced 750,000 yen besides. What 
does this mean? Of course, if the govern- 
ment have advanced one million yen they 
know something of the transaction; aud the 
silk advanced against by the government 
and their bank are under lien to the 
advancers for a specie return which does not 
come back to the commercial part of the 
country for the benefit of trade. This 
is simply a grander operation ‘to the same 
end than that of the Specie Bank, to 
which we lately referred, of lending large 
sums in paper to producers on the con- 
dition that the produce is sent abroad for 
conversion into bullion on the lenders’ 
account, with the result, whether intended or 
not, of “ Boycotting” tho foreigner and 
raining the ‘trading prospects of the country 
generally. 


What with the Kaitakushi swindle, the 
Specie Bank’s interference with the freedom 
of Japanese trade, the Mitsu Bishi obstradtion 
to cheap coast carriage of all the nation’s 
produce, the country has heavy burdens to 
bear and insurmountable difficulties to over- 
come—until the people understand their 
position. 


Ir anything can create suspicion, it is the 
persistent and obstinate manner in which the 
Japan Mail repeats its denials of the report, 
subsequently verified by evidence which 
admits of no doubt, that H. E. Sanjo, prime 
minister, followed his Majesty to Senju and 
there obtained the imperial consent and 
signature to a document which the Emperor 
had, not more than two days previously, 
resolutely refused to sanction. 

Why does the Japan Mail continue to 
deny this fact, so thoroughly known to 
be a fact in this country; and take 
every opportunity to ridicule any remarks 
in either native or foreign journals relative 
to this fact? The only answer that can be 
given by those who now know the relation 
the Japan Mail holds to the Japanese govern- 
ment, is, that the Japan Mail must have been 
desired by its supporters to deny abroad, 
(not in Japan) to the politicians to whom the 
numerous copies of the Mail are sent to gratis, 
that such an extraordinary proceeding not 
only never took place, but its occurrence would 
be an impossibility under any circumstances ; 
and that the report originated entirely in the 
brains of pseudo reporters of the Japanese 
press, in order to give a zest to their publica- 
tions. 

The circumstances are too well known. 
They were communicated to the public by 
eye-witnesses, and any denial in the Matl 
which is read by well-informed Japattese only 
gives the latter fuller proof of its subserviency 
to the Japanese ministry, than the editor’s 
own assertions with regard to his subsidy 
and its conditions, do to the foreign public. 


In the morning supplement of the 16th. 
instant we reported the farrival here of 
the captain (Dick) and crew of the 
barque Wellington, which was wrecked 
near Misaki, four miles on the other side of 
Yokosima light, on Wednesday morning during 
the gale which was felt here. The following 
account has been given us by the chief officer. 
The Wellington was a barque of 587 tons 
register, and was owned by Mr. D. H. Mc- 
Kenzie of Auckland, New Zealand. She was 
on a voyage from Newcastle, N.S.W., with a 
cargo of coals to Yokohama. 

She left Newcastle on the 9th. July and for 
the first three days had heavy weather; it im- 
proved, however, afterwards until the island 
of Oshima was sighted on Friday the 9th. 
instant when light winds were experienced 
When they had passed Oshima strong northerly 
winds set in, and occasionally they were forced 
to run into land for shelter which consider- 
ably prolonged the voyage. Between mid- 
night and 1 a.m. on Wednesday morning last, 
the wind was northerly, but at 1.30 it sudden- 
ly shifted to the south and increased to a 
strong gale, the barometer reading 29.73. All 
sails were taken in with the exception of the 
two lower topsails; the lower foretopsails and 
sheet were carried away. Knowing they were 
on 8 lee shore they tried to put on more sails, 
but in attempting to do so they blew away. At 
3 a.m. sighted Yokosima light at the entrance 
of the bay and at 3.30, finding the ship would 
not weather it, on account of being unable to 
get on the other tack through loss of sails, 


all ground tackle was immediately got ready 
for bringing her to. The lead was kept going 
and at 5 o'clock found ten fathoms; at 5.10, 
seven and a half, when both anchors were let 
go, the ship turning broadside on to beach. The 
part of the top sail which the wind had not 
carried away was cut free to ease the ship. 
Finding the vessel was driving, all hands 
immediately got ready the boats and whilst 
this was being done she struck the ground 
two or three times. The main deck opened 
in front of the cabin and broke up fast; all 
hands were on the after part. The vessel was 
lying quite close to the shore and one or two 
of the crew jumped into the water and, after a 
struggle, got on shore where the Japanese who 
had come to their assistance caught hold of 
them and dragged them on to dry land. The 
mizzen mast had gone through the bottom 
and when the vessel turned on its side, some 
of the crew were able to get safely on 
shore by holding on to the mast and the 
others landed by thedeck-house. One man, 
aseaman, in swimming on shore got amongst 
the wreckage and received some rather 
dangerous scalp wounds and bruises about the 
face. All the others escaped with severe 
scratches, Nothing was saved from the vessel 
in the way of clothes and the men are conse- 
quently nearly destitute. The Japanese treated 
them with the greatest kindness providing 
shelter and offering food which, however, they 
were not forced to eat as a ham and some tins 
of biscuits were washed ashore, affording 
them fare more to their taste. The wreck 
broke up rapidly, and in less than twenty 
minutes from the time they landed she was in 
pieces. It was about six o’clock in the morn- 
ing when they got on shore and they stayed 
until yesterday afternoon, leaving at one 
o'clock in a fishing boat which the governor 
had provided for them and arrived here this 
morning at 2a.m. During the whole of the 
voyage the pumps were carefully attended to, 
the vessel making one inch of water per hour. 
The men are very grateful to the natives for 
the kindness they showed them and have 
desired us to express their thanks. The crew 
would be thankful for any spare clothing as 
they are at present unable to leave the house 
for want of it; donations can be left at Mr. 
McKeosie’s No. 102, Homura Road. 


Tur motto of those foreigners who are 
paid to write up the Japanese demand for 
abrogation of extra-territoriality, is to be 
found in the pages of Montaigne. Translated 
fit reads as follows :— We mast not always 
speak all that we know; that were folly; 
but what a man says should be what he 
thinks, otherwise it is knavery.” 


Tur M.B.M.8.8. Co.'s steamer Wakanoura 
Maru arrived at the anchorage on Saturday 
afternoon (17th. inst.), having been complete- 
ly repaired at Yokoska; she will as hitherto, 
be engaged in the trade between Kobe and 
this port. 


Wr are sorry to learn that a telegram has 
been received by the Italian consul here an- 
nouncing the death of Mr. Isidoro dell ’Oro, 
which took place either just before, or im- 
mediately after arrival of the Gaelic at San 
Francisco. 

Mr. dell ’Oro, one of the few Italian resi- 
dents, commerced business in Yokohama many 
years ago, his firm being among the oldest in 
Japan. Well known and esteemed, many 
friends will hear of his premature death with 
regret, 
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Taz letter in another colamn from the|is far superior as currency, and as a standard 
Reverend A. C. Shaw of Tokio, appeals for aid | of value, tu the precious metals. Nothing will 
in the education and support of two orphan | give us greater pleasure, if we are well enough 
boys brought up from the Bonin Islands by | paid, than to demonstrate that the “rise in 
the U.S. S, Alert. Mr. Shaw's letter sup-|the value of silver” is consequent upon the 
plies all requisite particulars to warrant the | bad balance of trade, the iniquitous treaties, 
benevolent in granting their assistance to so | the infamy of the Chinese money dealers, and 
praiseworthy and deserving an object, and] the trickery of foreigvers in general. For a 
we venture to commend the mattor to public|similar payment we will flatter all Japanese 
attention. to the top of their bent; not indiscriminate, 

Mr. Thompson writes to the following} fulsome, eulogy, such as Sir John Hennessy, 
effect :—"I am so anxious that tLe boys/and Sir BE. J. Reed beslavered H. E. Okuma 
should not lose this opportunity of gaining| with; but specious compliments on the 
such knowledge as will be very usefal to|soundness of the government’s financial and 
them on returning to their homes, that I'am |trado policy, and the wisdom, prudence, and 
quilv willing to continne their English educa-|independence of the people in thcir commer 
tion, instruct them in dispensing é&c., and |cinl transactions. We should warmly congra- 
contribute liberally towards their support ;|tulate the latter on the possession of the 
but my limited means will not permit moe]Kwansei Boyeki, and other Shokwai, the 


wholly to maintain them.” 

The calls upon private charity are great, 
but there is a duty imposed upon us to divide 
the burden as much as possible : all donations 
in this case will therefore relieve two kind- 
hearted gentlemen from a charge which, 
though falling heavily upon them will not be 
felt by the commanity at large. 

ones 

No, “Argus,” you are quite mistaken. 
Five hundred dollars per month is not enough 
to bribe this journal to advocate your views 
on the currency question; nor are your 
oblique references to “ shares in commission ” 
sufficient additional inducement. Wo may, 
however, tell you at once what our terms are. 
First, and most important, the monthly pay- 
ments must be made in advance, and in coin, 
that is, there mnst be neither choques nor 
notes payment of which might be stopped. 
Second, payment must be commensurate 
with the qaality of the work, and the 
nature and extent of the damage’ it is 
likely to do. Thus, we will advocate the 
abolition of extra-territoriality and recom- 
mend forcign submission (especially of the 
Japan Herald) to Japancse Inw, for a mere- 
ly nominal sum, say $600. This low figure 


is fixed, because it is certain that all the) 


advocacy of the press, native and foreign, 
can not in any way affect the question. 
We are prepared to support the gagg- 
ing of the foreign press, and the necessity 
of a Japanese censor; and the theory that 
the editor, publisher, and printer of a news- 
paper containing any reference to the abuses 


Specie Bank, and the host of national banks 
which control the commerce of the nation ; 
and upon that “gem of purest ray serene,” 
that ornament to a civilized state, tho Mitsn 
Bishi Company, which controls and obstracts 
the whole coast carrying trade of the empire 
for the benefit of one favoured person, the 
greatest-tax master in Japan. 

Upon these lines we are prepared to act 
with a clean conscience, and a tenacity of 
purpose that will daant those who may have 
the temerity to doubt that the opinions 
expressed in these columns are not the 
“outcome of honest independent conviction.” 

Now “Argos” you know our terms. If 
corruption is to be the order of the day, wo 
should like a share of the common plunder, 
for which we will give a receipt by publicly 
acknowl dging, at the head of each article, the 
sum paid for its composition and publication 

Tus Japan Mail, in its fawning sycophancy 
to its employers, extols the “leniency the 
government has displayed towards the news- 
papers in this affair of the colonization com- 
mission.” Does this mean that newspaper 
criticism on the Kaitakushi jobbery should be 
stifled by fine, imprisonment, or suspension P 
If so, what punishment would the Japan Mail 
advocate as applicable to those who, like the 
speakers at the Shintomiza theatre, use 
plain terms to expross plain and honest in- 
dignation at what is justly termed a gross 
piece of jobbery which the government ought 
‘never to sanction P 


Tae paid journalist must be under the 


which flonrish in our midst, should be impression that his readers are children, 
transported to the Karile islands for ten years, ‘incompetent to form correct impressions of 
and all thoir property confiscated to the what they hear and know. With the fall 
use of the purchasers of the Kaitakus! i, details of the journey of H. E. Sanjo, the 
For such extreme nonsense as that we must action of H.E. Kuroda, the participation 
have fair renameration ; not on the ground of the notorious Godai, in the project the 


that the public interest will suffer, but 
because the action would stamp us as idiots, 
a distinction we are not anxious to enjoy. 
Similar reward would be required to induce 
us to express belief in the Japan Mfail’s dis- 
claimer that it is uninflaenced by the monthly 
payments of the foreign office, aud that, 
subsequently to March 13th, its utterances 
have been the outcome of “honest convic- 
tion.” Protection, as the true commercial 
policy, shall be pot forward for a reward 
commensnrate with the labour required to 
support the fallacy, in a plausible manner, and 
to bear with equanimity the destruction of our 
argumenta by every adversary who cared to 


enter the lists. For $2,500, we will denonnee ; 


the greed of the cunning foreigner, and the 
shameless persistency of his frauds upon 
the honourable and simple-minded Japanese. 
For $5,000, we will prove to the satisfaction 
of every one who knows nothing about it, 


‘furious indignation openly expressed by the 
[press and people in spite of press laws and 
‘restrictions upon speech, concerning this 
| Kaitakushi jobbery, the Afail has the effron- 
itery to say,—‘ Some improper scheme must 
have been on foot, but that it ever received, 
or was ever likely to receive, official sanction, 
we cannot believe, and each fresh event, so 
far from shaking, helps to confirm our incre- 
duality.’ What is the Mail abont? It is 
‘hazarding its government subscription for 
three hundred copies by making any such 
‘rash confession as that tho Kaitakushi affair 
is an “ improper scheme.” 
1 =e 

Tue Choya Shinbun refers to ® ramonr 
published by one of its Osaka contemporaries 
relative to a letter which had been addressed 
by a bank in Tokio to another in Osaka, in 
which it was stated that a new foreign loan 
had been sanctioned by the government to the 


that paper, irrespective of its convertibility, tune of $50,000,000. Tho Ohoya Shinbun 


delicately hints that the Tokio bank is in 
some way connected with a certain high 
official from which inspired source it gained 
its information. Our vernacular contempor- 
ary is careful to add that he does not vouch 
for the truth of the story, but simply gives it 
quantum valeat. : 


Tur Choya Shinbun says:—A telegram an- 
nouuces that His Majesty the Mikado arrived 
at Akita at 1.20 p.m. on the 16th. instant. 


THe same paper remarks;—The Kenshiu- 
maru, a sailing ship, belonging to the Fuhansen 
Kwaisha arrived at Sydney on the 1st. August 
last. She left Yokohama on the 25th. of May 
and sailed 6,426 miles in 68 days at the 
rate of 3.97 miles per hour. This is the first 
sailing vessel that has made a voyage to a 
foreign country navigated by Japanese alone. 


Tue Hochi Shinbun says that the Chugai 
Bukka Shinpo has hitherto received an annual 
subsidy of 3,000 yen from the government ; 
but their will have expenditure to be econo- 
mized in future as the said subsidy is to be 
diecontinued next year. 


Tue Nichi Nichi Shinbun says:—We men- 
tioned before that the Kaitakushi affair will 
be settled after His Majesty the Mikado re- 
turns from the north; but now a rumour 
prevails that if the Kaitakushi is permitted 
to continue in existence for the next 
five years its the present head will be re- 
placed by one of the members of the Genroin ; 
we do not vouch for the truth of the rumour, 
but give it for what it is worth. 


Tae same paper announces that the inspec- 
tion of ships coming from Shanghai for the 
detection of persons infected with cholera was 
commenced on the 17th, inst. with the Hiro- 
shima-maru, bat there was no one so infected 
on board. 


° 


Tue Nichi Nichi Shinbun says:—Several 
rumours prevailed about the Rengo Kiito 
Niadzukarisho at Yokohama before it com- 
menced operations, and so we have been anxious 
about ite prospects in business. So far every- 
thing has been satisfactory, and on the 17th. 
instant, a quantity of silk was sold to foreign 
houses. If the business continues to flourish, 
the members of the company will succeed in 
their object, the projectors’ efforte will not 
have been vain, and good results will be secur- 
ed. On the day above named 109 bales were 
sold to foreigners, but the establishment being 
incovenient for them, they are said to advance 
selfish arguments against it. Silk merchants 
amongst them intend to hold a meeting for 
discussing the action of the company with a 
view to sending information to the foreiga 


office through their ministers; but at present 
such one sided policy on their part will not be 
admitted. 


As His Imperial Majesty the Mikado returns 
sooner than the date first named some pre- 
parations are being made at the Imperial palace 
for his reception. 


Tue Russian cruiser Asia which arrived 
here from Viadivostock on Saturday, when 
180 miles from Yokohama and forty from the 
nearest coast in latitude 36° 30’ and longitude 
141° 40! sighted a disabled Japanese fishing 
boat about three miles off their course. 
The vessel’s head was immediately tarn- 
od towards the boat which, on approach, 
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Ray Reports. 


In tae Toxto Joo SarBansHo. 


was fonud to be submerged with the ex- 
ception of the bows. As they drew near 
the Asia’s steering tackle went wrong and 
it therefore took some time to get along- 
side. A Japanese, who was lying in the 
junk set up and shouted but appeared to 
be unable to stand erect as he fell back 
every time he attempted to do so. When 
they came close to the boat, they saw that 
this man was the only person on board; 
he was lying on what appeared to be two 
masts which were laid crossways and he was 
so weak as to be unable to climb on to the 
steamer, and had consequently to be lifted and 
hoisted up. He was iu a bad state, having 
apparently had nothing to eat for several 
days, he was almost speechless, and could 
swallow nothing. On arrival here, the Ja- 
panese authorities were communicated with 
by whom an interpreter was sent on board. 
The man said he was one of a crew of fifteen 
of the fishing boat which had been in 
company with another craft similarly manned. 
hey had been fishing. A storm coming on, 
his boat was damaged and water came into 
her. The crew, with the exception of himeelf, 
immediately got into the other boat but he 
was by some accident left behind, and the sea 
running high, the boats could not come 
together again. He was therefore left to his fate. 
He succeeded in crossing the masts and lay 
down on them. The sharks, he said, bit him 
about the knees and elbows, but were unable 
to lay hold of him. The officers on board the 
Asia report having their attention first attract- 
ed to the boat by the large number of those fish 
which were springing about it. When they 
took the man on board they found he was 
injured and ecratch ed about the arms and body. 

‘e had, he said, been without food for six 
days when he was picked up; but if 20, the 
storm experienced here must have been a dis- 


tinct one from that in which his boat was filed on the 13th. July. The document 
damaged, though it is probable that he exag- ts August was peered by the plaintiff 
gerates as to the length of time. The officers of through the acting consul for Portugal on 
the Asia are of opinion that he had perhaps} the 23rd. August, but the plaintiff has never 
being starving for two or three days at the| yo been heard in conrt; and he cannot 
longest. This escape from death is almost! amit that the action can be disposed of or 
miraclous. The police here report that the| dismissed without » hearing or argument. 
boat which had been in company with the] Ho desires to offer his most earnest protest 
disabled one, into which the other fourteen of against any such action by the court, and 
the crew had got, was afterwards lost with all| spain respectfully demands as his undoubted 
hands. ’ |right that he be heard ; and requests that a 
day for such hearing be named as soon as 
convenient. 

No question of the jurisdiction of the 
court to hear and try the claim has arisen ; 
and a refusal by the court to grant a hear- 
ing to the plaintiff, and o disposition of the 
cause without argument will be regarded as 
a manifest denial of justice. 


G. W. Huw. 
Counsel for plaintiff. 
Yokohama, 5th September, 1881. 


(This application was forwarded to the 
court by the acting consul for Portugal in 
the following communication.) 


when it says: “that the cause has been dis- 
missed.” 

I find nowhere in the proceedings any 
order of dismiasal or any action whatever on 
the part of the court. 

The plaintiff filed his petition and the 
defendants in reply filed their answer or 
demurrer, whereupon the plaintiff asked for 
a hearing in order that after such hear- 
ing the court might be enabled to judge 
as to the proper course to pursue, and 
to say, that because the defendants have 
filed a reply to the plaintiff's petition the 
canse is therefore dismissed and no hearing 
can be had, is so utterly unreasonable and 
absurd, that I am led to believe that an 
error has been committed by some officer of 
the court, as it seems incredible, that any 
court, and especially one of the highest 
courts in the Empire would thus deliberately 
enter upon its records, an order utterly 
denying justice to subject of a friendly 
treaty power. 

Té however it has done s0, if the court per- 
sista in ita refusal to even hear the pe ition 
in this cause I am constrained to say, that 
such action is, in my opinion, such a bold 
violation of law, equity and treaty regula- 
tions, that I must present the whole subject 
to the government I have the honour to 
represent in a consular capacity, in order that 
such steps may be taken in the premises as 
it may deem proper. 

I have the honour to remain, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) Ep. pg BAvigs. 


Acting Consul for Portugal 


Francisco pA Roza 
versus 
Toe IupertaL GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN. 
(Second application for a hearing.) 
The plaintiff respectfully shows the Honor- 
able Court :— 

In response to the plaintiff's application of 
29th. Angust for a hearing in this case the 
same has now been returned through the 
acting consul for Portngal with an endorse- 
ment as follows :— 

This application being made after the dis- 
miasal of the case is one that cannot be 
“argued or heard again in this Joto Saiban- 
“ gho, it is therefore dismissed.” 

By “the dismissal of the case” the plain- 
tiff ‘understands the court to refer to the 
document in the nature of a demarrer or 
answer dated 20th. August. 

The statement of the case given in that 
document is by no means complete and 
maken no reference to the action of the 
finance department recited in paragraph 4 
of the petition. The essence of the whole case 
is the charge that the government of Japan 
has caused injury, loss, and damage to the 
plaintiff by failing to fulfil the duties due to 
each Portugese subject and enjoined upon 
it by treaty with Portugal. 

The court has entertained jurisdiction of 
the claim and on the Ist. July has forwarded 
to the plaintiff the articles of the judicial code 
governing this class of cases; and the amend- 
ed petition framed in accordance therewith 


His Honour, : 
Nisnt SHternort, 
President of the Joto Saibansho, 
Tokio. 


(Buling of the court upon the second 
application for 6 hearing.) 
his case having been dismissed in the 
joto saibansho, if the petitioner dissents from 
the dismissal, there is no other way than he 
should appeal to the Supreme Oourt (ai 
Shin In). The application is therefore here- 
by dismissed. 
(Signed) Iuamvrna Nosvrvxt, 
Anpo Sarkaxu, 
Judges Tokio Joto Saibansho. 
Joto Saibansho Seal. 
12th. September, (14th. Meiji). 


‘In rae Dat Sam In 
(Supreme Court of Tokio. ) 


In Monday’s issue of the Echo du Japon 
a letter from the commander of the French 
corvette Champlain to the French Consul 
here is published at the request of the 
latter. To the letter was appended the follow- 
ing note: 

On the 17th. September at 6.30 a.m., weather 
very fine and calm, being two and a half miles 
south of the light of Oosima on the way to 
Yokohama in N. 67° E., the Champlain came up- 
ona track of forty miles of floating wood, trunks 
of trees and beams of all sizes, in numbers 
sufficiently large to greatly impede navigation. 
This debris, driven by the Kuro-siwo during 
the storm has been probahly there for some 
time for, on observation, they appeared to 
be out of the action of the currents, and 
thereby constitute a serious danger to naviga- 
tion. 


Francisco pa Roza, plaintif? 
versus 
‘Tue Impertat Government oF JAPAN : Finance 


Department and Judicial Department, 
defendant, 


The petition in this action is dated 15th. 
Sept. and is the same in form and words as 
the petition brought by the same plaintiff in 
the Tokio joto saibansho (in the Gasette, 
lst. Aug.) with an additional paragraph as 
follows :— 

Paragraph 11 :— 

“ And the plaintiff farther says that on 
“ the 18th. Jane, 1881, he began an action in 
“the Tokio joto saibansho against the Gov- 
“ ernment of Japan to enforce the claim made 
“herein; and that an amended petition in 
“ gaid> action was sent to that court on the 


5th. September, 1881. 
In ne Francisco pa Roza, 
versus 
Tae ImpeeuaL GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN, 

Sm:—I have the honour to soknomlncee 
receipt of your letter of the 2nd. instant. In 
forwarding the enclosed letter, protest, and 
demand on the part of the plaintiff fora 
hearing in the above cause I must express 
my inability to compra the meaning of 
the court in its sal to hear the same 


Tur Nichi Nichi Shinbun has the following 
items :— 

The Fuso Kan, Kongo Kan, Nisshin Kan, 
aud Jingei Kan, which escorted His Imperial 
Majesty the Mikado to the north, returned to 
Yokohama yesterday (21st inst.) 
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“13th. July, 1881, in form and words the 
“same as the foregoing ten paragraphs of 
“this petition; and that although the said 
“ court has jurisdiction of all claims brought 
“against the Government of Japan 
“yet the said court refused to try the said 
“action, on the 2nd. September instant 
“and again on the 12th. September instant 
“ dismissed and disallowed the plaintiff's ap- 
“ pliention for a hearing ; and the plaintiff has 
“no other judicial resort for redress and for 
“the enforcement of his claim than this 
court.” 

‘“ Wherefore the plaintiff respectfully prays 


“ this court to hear and try this action under 
™ the authority given by its constitution® to 
“hold special trials in important cases be- 
“tween Japanese ard foreigners; and that 
© the plaintiff have and recover. from the 
® Government of Japan the sam of $61,481.20 
“with interest thereon at the rate of 10/00 
“ percent. per annum from the 18th. Jan. 
uO Tesi, until paid and also the cost and 
“expenses incurred in the action brought 
"in the joto saibansho and in this action.” 


The plaintiff will by a separate proceeding, | 
appéal from the ruling of the joto saibansho| 
of the 12th. instant, refusing his application 
for a hearing of his action in that court by a 
petition of appeal to the supremo court. 
(dai shin in) 

a ee eens 

* Regulations of Supreme Court Section 1, pro- 
claimed 19th. February, 1877. The translation 
notified by A. H. Mounsey, HB. M.’s secretary 
to the leyation, June 9th., 1877, is as follows :— 
“Judges: They will also have charge of important 
“‘cnses ‘between Japanese and foreigners.” In 
Japan Directory, 1879. 


. 


In H. B. M’s. Court vor Japan. 


Before Russet Rosertson, Esq., Acting Judge. 
Friday, 6th. September, 1881. 
Angens & Co. vs. Rogers. 


Mr. F. Lowder represented the plaintiffs 
‘and Mr. M. Kirkwood appeared for the 
‘defendant. 
Plaintiffs in their petition show, that defen- 
dant in May last, when captain of the British 
» Santon received at Antwerp on board 
the said vessel 1000 cases of glass to be 
delivered in Yokohama or Hiogo as the 
‘plaintiffs might desire. ‘On arrival here 
plaintiffs notified to the defendant theit 
wish that the goods should be carried 
to Hiogo. The defendant, without the 
authority and against the desire of the 

laintiffe, (andbrpped a ‘portion of it at Yo 

ohants on board another vessel which con- 
veyed it to Hiogo. On arrival there it was 
found that this portion was damaged by 
other causes ‘than ‘those excepted ‘in the bills 
of Inding. Plaintiffs therefore pray that the 
-deféndant be ordered to pay 6500 as-damages 
and costs of this suit, and that they may 
have such farther relief as the case may 


aire. 

The defendant demurs to the plaintiffs’ 
petition nnd moves that it be dismissed ‘with 
costs without any anawer being required, 
inasmuch as the same is bad in law, in thdt 
it does not allege that the plaintiffs are 
shippers or consignes of the said 1,000 cases 
of glass or that, as consignets'df such goods, 
the property in the sme hab passed to‘him by 
reason of such consignment. That it dods 
not allege that the glass was shipped in 
good order and condition, and generally, 
in that the petition as it stands, the court 

. ‘could not give judgment for the plaintiffs 


and the defendant farther moves that pro- 
‘ceedings herein be stayed meanwhile. 

After discussion, Mr. Kirkwood argoing 
in support of his demurrer, the court decided 
to give judgment on Tuesday morning next. 


Tuesday, 20th. September, 1881. 
Judgment on the demurrer. 


The petition in this case sets forth that 
in or abont the month of May last the de- 
fendant being master of the British barque 
Santon received on board the said vessel then 
lying at Antwerp one thousand cases glass- 
ware, more or tess, to be carried from Ant- 
werp and to be delivered to the plaintiffs at 
Yokohama or Hiogo at the option of the plain- 
tiffs, upon the terms of certain bills of lading 
signed by the defendant. The vessel sailed on 
her voyage and duly arrived at Yokohama 
whereupon the plaintiffs gave notice to de- 
fendants that they desired the said glassware 
to be carried to Hiogo and there landed by 
the defendant. 


The defendant without the authority, and} 
against the desire of the plaintiffs, caused the’ 


said glassware or a portion thereof to be 
transhipped at the port of Yokohama on 
board a vessel called the Annie and to be 
therein conveyed to Hiogo. The glassware 
so transhipped as aforesaid, arrived at Hiogo 
in a damaged condition and the said damage 
was not occasioned by any of the perils or 
causes in the bill of lading excepted. 
Plaintiffs claim the sum of $500 as damages. 
The petition was filed on the 13th. Sep- 
tember and on the following day the 14th. a 
demurrer was filed by the defendant who 
moves that the petition be dismissed with 
costs without any answer being required. 
The demurrer is to the whole petition and 
is on the following grounds. That the peti- 
tion does not allege that the plaintiff is 
shipper or consignor of 1,000 cases of glass, 
or that as consignee of such goods the pro- 
perty in the same has passed to him by 
reason of such consignment. It does not 
allege that the said cases of glass were 
shipped in good order and condition, and 
genernily that on the petition as it stands 
judgment could not be given for plaintiffs. 
The demurrer was argued before me on 
the 16th. inst. when the learned counsel for 
the defendant cited the statute 18 and 19 
Victoria C. 111 Sec. 1, the cases of Fox vs. 
Nott 30 L. J. Ex. 262 (more particularly the 
decision of Martin B. therein) “La Fighi 
Maggiore” 2 L. R. ad. 186, the case of 
Malcolm Willcox & Co, vs. H. W. H. Morgan, 
master of the Oathaya heard before the late 
Mr. Judge Goodwin in H. B. M’s Provincial 
Court, Kanagawa, on the 26th, January, 
1876, and in addition to these cases 
has ‘referred me to Mand and Pollock 
(Merchant Shipping) p. 266. The conten- 
tion for the defendant is that apart from 
the alleged defects in the petition the pro- 
perty in goods cannot pass by mere consign- 
ment or by indorsement of the bill-of lading 
and there being nothing to show the plain- 
tiffs have a property in the goods either by 
consignment or by endorsement they have no 
right to sve. As against the demurrer and 
in support of the petition the learned counsel 
for the plaintiffe contends that the bill of 
lading is sufficiently ‘noted in the ‘petition, 
that there is no authority for requiring a bill 
of lading to ‘be set ont at length, that the 
particolar bill of lading in this case will show 
that the glass was shipped in good order and 
condition and that even supposing the goods 
were shipped in bad order and condition it is 
open to the plaintiffs to prove that the glass 


arrived in a worse condition thaa wher 
shipped, and that it has never been n 

for a consignee or indorsee of a bill of lading 
to allege that the property of which the bill 
of lading is the symbol has actually vested 
in such consignee or indorsee. I am referred 
to ‘Smith’s Mercantile Law” page 299 to 
“Leake on contracts” page 1,195, “ Brown 
on carriers” p. 498 and the learned counsel 
cites the well known case of Lickbarrow va. 
Mason. This last mentioned case [ believe 
only decided that the unpaid vendor may in 
case of the vendee’s insolvency stop the goods 
sold in transitu and that the right to stop 
in transitu may be defeated by negotiating 
the bill of lading with a bona fide indorsee. 

I have carefully gone through the cases 
cited and the references made on both sides 
and further for my own guidance have 
perused two important cases, those of New- 
some vs. Thornton 6 E. R. 17, and Pease vs. 
Gloahec (the Marie Joseph) 1 L. R. P. OC. 
Appeal cases 219 which throw considerable 
light on the question of property in goods 
passing by consignment or indorsement. In 
the case of Malcolm Willcox & Co. vs. 
H. W. H. Morgan, that of Fox vs. Nott was 
successfully relied upon and a non-suit 
directed. The opinion of Martin B. in Fox 
vs. Nott was that whereas the property in 
goods might it did not in every case neces- 
sarily pass by indorsement of a bill of lading, 
and the four jadges before whom that case 
was heard concurred in the opinion that the 
statute 18 and 19 Vic. ©.111 did not 
apply to the particular case before them, 
which it will be remembered was a decla- 
ration for freight, the defendant denying 
liability on the grounds that he was act- 
ing as agent for one Edwards the actual 
shipper to whom he had endorsed the bill of 
lading who again had indorsed the bill of 
lading over to the plaintiffs. In my opinion 
all that Fox vs. Nott decided was that not- 
withstanding any number of indorsements 
over, the original liability of the shipper for 
freight to the carriers on @ contract between 
them had never been extinguished. 


It is trae that I am not in the case before 
me called apon for a decision on a point 
which has been the subject of previous litiga- 
tion, but cases cited as well as my own 
researches have induced me to dwell some- 
what upon the question of whether it is 
essential to prove property in goods that 
have come into the hands of a consignee or 
indorsee before the right to sue can acorue, 
or in other words does the mere fact alone 
of consignment or indorsement give to the 
consignee in the one case and indorsee on 
the other, the right to sue for damage 
to goods represented by the bill of lad- 
ing. Where the consignee is the factor 
of the consignor his right to sue can- 
not I think be questioned, but where the 
consignee alleges that he bas neither property 
in the goods nor is in the position of factor 
to the consignor I can understand doubts 
arising as to whether such consignee has a 
right{to sue, and I can only await such a case 
arising before giving = decision that may 
be in harmony with or opposed to that 
which has been held to guide the court in a 
previous case, namely that of Malcolm 
Willcox & Co., vs. the master of the Oathaya. 
I gather from the opinions laid down in the 
casos above cited that the judges have pro- 
nounced more strongly against fhe right 
to sue as accruing from mere in- 
dorsenent of a bill of lading thar from 
mere consignment. That in the majority of 
cases where the question turns upon the fact 
of the consignment the right to sue in re- 
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spect of damage will be given to the con- 
signee and that it will not be necessary to 
prove ownership in the property. Whore 
indorsement of the bill of lading is the sole 
point relied on as giving the right to sue it 
may possibly be required of the holder to 
prove that the property represented by the 
bill of lading is actually vested in him before 
recognizing his right to take action. The 
cases cited unfortunately as regards the 
partioular point in dispute dwell rather 
upon the right of stoppage in transitu: which 
existe until the goods although unpaid for, 
are transferred by the vendee to a third 
party whose bona fides is not disputed, 
who is without notice of the fact that the 
goods are not paid for, and who himeclf has 


given in his favour. Since the said hearing 
very important evidence has come to plain- 
tiff’s knowledge and he therefore prays fora 
rehearing. 

Mr. Kirkwood asked the court to dismiss 
the application on the ground that the peti- 
tion was not sufficient, inasmuch as the names 
of witnesses who could give evidence which 
had any important bearing on the case wore 
not given, and the court therefore could not 
decide whether the evidenco was of suffici- 
ent importance to necessitate a rehearing. 

The defendant stated that since the hear- 
ing of the case he had information from the 
Kencho stating that the Japanese rented the 
ground in question from Mr. Jaffray, he had 
also seen Mr. Anderson to whom the defend- 


given good value. The main point as to 
whether the property in goods passes mercly 
by consignment or indorsement is still left 
doubtful. 

To pass to the particular case before mo, 
it is impossible to gather from the petition 
as it.stands in what position the plaintiffs 
are. They may be the actual owners of the 
glass in question, the consignor merely act- 
ing as their agents, they may be consignces 
simply without any interest whatever in the 
goods, they may be holders of an indorsed 
bill of lading and such indorsaement may 
or may not give them a property in the 
good in question. The petition merely says 
that the glass is to be delivered to the 
plaintiffs upon the terms of certain bills 
of lading, and althongh I do not know 
of any authority that requires a bill of In- 
ding to be set forth ina petition I think 
a defendant may fairly claim to know in a 
case where a plaintiff is suing on a bill of 
lading in what position such plaintiff stands, 
whether as owner, consignee, factor, or 
indorsee of the bill of lading for value or 
otherwise as the case may be. 

In this case, instead of filing a demurrer 
the better course in ‘my opinion for the 
defendant to have taken, would have been 
to have moved the court to order the 
plaintiffs to amend their petition, and it 
would have been in the power of the court 
to have ordered the plaintiffs to amond 
their petition in such manner as would better 
enable the defendant to understand the 
nature and particulara of the claim set up 
against him. I therefore overrule the 
demurrer but make no order as to costs. I 
order farther that an answer be filed within 
twenty-four hours. 


(Signed) Russet B. Roperrson, 
Acting Judge. 


Mr. Kirkwood after the above judgment 
had been read said that before he would file 
an answer Mr. Lowder must deposit the 
costs. 

Mr. Lowder said the costs would be de- 

ited if the case was gone on with, bat 
until the defendant had been sammoned he 
would not do so. After discussion on the 
amendment of the petition and the deposit- 
ing of the costs the court repeated the order 
that the petition shoald be amended and the 
answer put in within twenty four bours. 


A. Crarke va. A. JaFFRAY. 


Mr. Kirkwood appenred for the defendant. 

The plaintiff applied for re-hearing of 
the case in which he was the plaintiff, and 
Jaffray the defendant, heard before Judge 
Rennie on the 14th. July last, when he 
petitioned the court to order defendant to 
remove certain Japanese houses on lot 123. 
The defendant denied having let the said 
property to Japanese, and judgment was 


ant alleged he let the ground or part of it, 
and he (Mr. Andorson) denied paying any 
rent for the said ground. 

Mr. Kirkwood asked why the plaintiff bad 
nae procured this evidence at the original 
taial. 

Plaintiff replicd he had not known until 
the case came on for hearing that the de- 
fendant intended to pload in defence that the 
Japanese occupying the ground wore simply 
servants. Ho had gone to the Kencho before 
tho hearing. 

Mr. Kirkwood suggested that the plaintiff 
should be ordered to prepare proper affidavits 
which shonld be placed before the court to 
decide whether the uew evidence was saffi- 
cient to call for a rehearing of the casv. Mr. 
Kirkwood claimed his fees for this attend- 
ance which the court granted. 

His Honour after consideration gave an 
order to plaintiff to ‘file the affidavits of 
Mesers. Anderson and Jansen and statements 
from the Japanese within seven days. 


HIoGo. 


(Hiogo News.) 

In the Japan Gazette wo noticed some time 
since a translation of a letter on the currency 
which had been addressed by a foreigner to 
the Nichi Nichi Shinbun: It is, we think, 
rather unusual for such a course to be adopt- 
ed, although certainly there exists no reason 
against it, and in the case of the Nichi 
Nichi’s foreign correspondent his communi- 
cation was evoked by the comments of that 
paper upon 4 letter written by the same 
gentleman to the Economist. Not in this 
particular behind the leading journal in 
Japan, the Kobe Shimpo can also boust of a 
foreign contributor to its correspondence 
colamns, bat whether the individual himself 
has very much to congratulate himself apon 
in the matter we will confidently leave to the 
sound judgment of our readers. 

“A German gentleman, residing in this 
port,” says our worthy vernacular contem- 
porary, “writes to us stating that, under 
the treaty, foreigners have no claim to the 
ground lying to the west of the Custom 
House, nor to the wharf, the sea-wall in 
front of the Band, or the foreshore. The 
municipal police have no right to interfere 
with Japanese walking or bathing, anless 
specially authorised by the native authorities. 
Is the governor afraid to resist these aggres- 
sions of foreigners? I think not, but he 
pays no attention to the tyranny which for- 
eigners, solely because their manners and 
customs are different, exercise over natives. 
A few foreign residents deprive the Japanese 
of their libertios, which I consider not only a 
disgrace to the native people, but to their 


Government also. I regret exceedingly the 
timidity of the natives, which causcs them to 


tacitly consent to these matters. They should 
insist uponthe treaties heing strictly observed,” 
and prohibit foreigners from exercising any 
privileges not granted by those compacts.” 

We presume this precious epistle of the 
“German gentleman” was not written with 
the object of currying favour with the Japa- 
nese for business purposes, because his name 
is withheld. It is only thon left us to con- 
jecture, from the reference to the mani- 
cipal police, that the enormities of the 
Council consist in preventing naked men 
and women disporting themselves in front of 
the Bund. Supposing this be ao, the “ Ger- 
man gentleman” may perhaps be surprised 
to learn that the Council were merely assist- 
ing the native authorities to enforce Japan- 
ese law. Both in Yokohama and Kobe 
natives are strictly forbidden to bathe dur- 
ing the day in front of tho Settlements, and 
the instructions of the municipal police were 
simply to hand over offenders against this 
regolation to the constables on daty at the 
Custom House. So it wonld appear that the 
virtuons indignation of the Shimpo’s corres- 
pondent was out of place, for the simple 
reason that the tyranny, &., which excited 
his wrath had no existence save in his own 
too fertile imagination. 


Some eighteen months ago Mr. Hermann 
Fricbe annoanced to the amused public of 
Yokohama that he shuok off his allegiance to 
Kaiser Wilhelm, and abandoned further con- 
uection with an unappreciative fatherland, in 
order to glide—to quote Mr. Toote—down 
into the silent tomb as & Japanese subject in 
the peaceful manner so inexpressibly dear to 
a man of bis esthetic and artistic nature. 

It did not publicly transpire whether or 
not Mr. Von LSisondecher remonstrated 
against Mr. Friebe carrying out his avowed 
intention, and thus inflicting a serious injury 
upon the future prospects of the German 
Empire, but, if rumour says truly, the 
would-be Germanic-Japanese subsided into 
his original obscurity, and devoted his atten- 
tion to the extremely ssthetic and artistic 
occupation of manufacturing mermaids, 
unicorns, and other heraldic monstrosities 
for the American market. 

Presumably Mr. Barnum has wearied of 
stuffed monkey skins plastered with fish 
scales, because we uotice by the Choya 
Shinbun that the manufactarer has again 
sought publicity in print, this time in the 
native journal named. 

Mr. Friebe, working on the same lines as 
the other “German gentleman” wo referred 
to yesterday (Sept. 15th), exclaims againat 
the tyranny displayed by foreigners in their 
dealings with Japanese. Foreign Ministers, 
too, fall under the weighty lash of the monkey 
stnffer’s displeasure ; and as to Consuls, well, 
words are altogether inadeqnate to express 
the deep-rooted aversion in which the Choya's 
foreign correspondent holds them. This 
hatred of Consuls is, indeed, about: the single 
idea in the whole epistle for which we can 
accouut. On more than one occasion Mr. 
Friebe has found the presence of a Consul 
armed with full power to restrain and punish 
drunken rowdysim personally disagreeable — 
hence his hatred. 

But is it not surprising that presumably 
respectable native papers should allow these 
renegades to abuse Foreign Ministers and 
Consuls with the view of exciting the passions 
of ignorant, uneducated people ? The editor of 
the Choya must have known Friebe's charges 
are a tissue of lying absnrdities, and it soya 


little for the editor’s discretion, or desire to 
furnish his readers with reliable information 
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that he disgraced his columns with such a 
farrago of nonsense. We accord Mr. Friebe 
every disposition to do harm, but coming 
from him, abuse is more welcome than praise. 


LOSS OF THH “ TAIHEI MARU." 


News arrived here yesterday afternoon (14 
Sept.) that the Miten Bishi Company's bar- 
que Taihei-maru (formerly Shooeyleen) was 
ashore off Tomaga-shima in Idsumi Straits. 
The Chitose-maru left about three o’clock 


second anchor was let go, and veered ont to 
thirty fathoms. By eight o’clock the full 
force of the typhoon struck the vessel, and 
Captain Black veered-out to 120 fathoms on 
the port anchor, and 90 on the starboard. 
Springs were also put on the cables to ease 
the windlass, and made fast to the foremast. 
The vessel at this time appeared perfectly 
safe, and was riding beautifally. Captain 
Black now left the deck to look at the baro- 
meter, and just as he returned the second 
mate called out that he noticed something 
peculiar. and the Captain then realized that 


for the scene of the disaster, in order to|the vessel was either dragging, or had parted 
render what assistance was possible to the|from, her anchors, and was fast going ashore. 
stranded vessel, but we regret to say the|He at first intended to cut away the masts, 
Tathet was found a perfect wreck, having|but as the vessel had no list, and the lives of 
parted from her anchors and drifted ashore, |all on board would have been endangered, the 
when two or three of the crew were drowned,|idea was abandoned. The only thing left 
trying to reach the land, which the remainder| then was to wait the inevitable result; a few 
succeeded in doing safely. This is the only|moments of intense anxiety passed, and the 
accident reported so far, although we fear| Tathei struck on the reef which runs out from 
that others must have occurred, as there|the rocky point north of Taga. The shock 
seems every probability a typhoon passed|was tremendous, and after being raised and 
along the coast in our vicinity on the 13th.|flung down violently on the rocks by the sea, 
A falling barometer throughont the day plain-| which was running mountains high, the ill. 
ly indicated some such disturbance, and at|fated vessel was noticed to part abaft the 
seven p.m. the wind backed round from|main-mast. The passengers and crew—about 
north-east to north-north-east, the barometer| forty souls in all—were clinging to the mizzen 
reading 29.51. The glass then fell rapidly|rigging, and managed with difficulty to reach 
until shortly after eleven p.m., when it stood|the fore channels, as the fore-mast had by 
at 29.09, this being the lowest reading. The|this time gone overboard. Here they re- 
wind, which was blowing in violent squalls] mained exposed to the full violence of the 
accompanied by heavy rain, was at that time|rain, wind and waves until daylight, when 
northerly. From then the squalls decreased in|the weather moderating, some fishing boats 
strength, the wind continued to back round] put off and rescued the survivors from their 
to the north-west, and the barometer roso| perilous position, for we regret to say one 
steadily ; thus indicating that all danger of a| midshipman and one sailor were found to be 


typhoon which would affect Kobo had passed 
away, 


The Latin Taihei-maru belonging to the 
Mitsu Bishi Company left Nagasaki for 
Kobe coal laden on the 9th instant, and had 
strong head winds most of the passage until 
she arrived off Cape Muroto, when a strong 
easterly gale set in, which lasted twenty-four 
hours. From thence up the Kii Channel the 
weather was very bad, heavy rain, squalls, 
and every appearance of a gale. On the 13th, 
at half-past eleven a.m., the vessel passed 
through the western channel of the Idsnmi 
Straits, with a strong east-north-east wind 
blowing, and hauled up towards Kusanoki 

int with all sail set. At this time the 

‘anagawa-maru and some other vessels were 
in sight. Off Kusunoki the Taihei was put 
abont, and several tacks made subsequently, 
as Captain Black was anxious to get into port 
before dark, seeing the barometer was falling 
and every probability of bad weather. The 
wind then became very variable, and the 
ship was continually breaking off her course, 
which at the time was towards Wada Point. 
Under these circumstances Captain Black 
came to the conclusion that it would be 
impossible to fetch Kobe before dark, and he 
therefore resolved to seek an anchorage 
elsewhere, in order to ride out the typhoon 
which the barometer now shewed to be im- 
minent. By this time the current was setting 
from the northward, Wada was about 9 miles 
off, and tl.crefore the vessel’s course was 
directed to the eastern coast of the bay. At 
six o’clock p.m. Captain Black anchored two 
miles from the shore, about half a mile 
to the north of Taga, in 15 fathoms of water, 
and let go the best bower, veering out 75 
fathoms of chain. The sails were then furled 
and afterwards 15 fathoms moro were veered 


missing. 

Owing to the after part of the vessel being 
entirely destroyed, the officers and passengers 
lost eyerything they had on board, and 
landed almost naked ; the crew, however, were 
better off, as the fore part of the. vessel re- 
mained intact, and they got their things ont 
safely after the weather grew calm. Cap- 
tain Black, who has courteonsly furnished us 
with the foregoing particulars of this unfor- 
tunate affair, states that the position of the 
wreck is very peculiar. The forepart of the 
vessel remains intact, firmly imbedded in the 
rocks, anda long plank would enable any 
one to walk from the shore to the wreck. 
The afterpart, bowever, hung from the reef 
in deep water, which accounts for the vessel 
parting where she did. 

Several very narrow escapes occurred 
among the crew, who persisted in repeated 
attempts to swim ashore, although Captain 
Bleck urged them to remain by the vessel, as 
affording the best chance. One man—the 
boatswain—rose from his berth where he had 
been lying ill, plunged in terror into the 
boiling surf, got washed round the vessel, 
and was flung on board by a friendly wave; 
to this he owed his life. 

Considering the violence of the storm, and 
the nature of the shore on which the vessel 
was cast, it was only by an almost miraculous 
interposition of Providence thut a single soul 
was saved. 


eee iepaaeenaeeeemenel 


The Koreans who were recently in Japan 
arrived at Fusan on the 27th. of last month, 
and were entertained at the Japanese consulate 
by Mr. Kondo. They left for Toraifu on the 
following day. The Korean official who 
studied the working of the Nagasaki Custom 
House has also returned home, and it is there- 


out on the same cable. At seven o'clock it 
came on to blow a perfect hurricane, ac- 
gompanied with blinding rain-aqualls, The 


fore thought that a chango will shortly be 
made in the Korean Customs’ service.— 
Hiogo News Translation. 


A paracnarH in the Japan Mail of 21st. 
inst. is calculated to convey an erroneous im- 
pression of the standard by which Japanese 
commercial integrity is measured, and at the 
same time injure the deserved reputation 
of the Chinese. The Mail says,— “Tho 
Japanese may not know, but we can 
tell them distinctly, that their commercial re- 
putation is infinitely lower in this settlement 
than even that of the Chinese.” If the 
writer of that paragraph had had but a few 
years experience of commerce here and in 
China he would not have fallen into the error 
of assumption that Chinese commercial 
reputation is at a low ebb, the very contrary 
being the fact: and in justice to a large num- 
ber of respectable men who have no month- 
piece of their own in which to refute the 
calumny, carelessly made no doubt, but not 
the less a libel on a class, we take unqualified 
exception to our contemporary’s remark. 
Any merchant of rience in China and 
Japan will bear ample testimony to the good 
faith evinced by Chinese merchants in all 
their transactions with foreigners. The 
inviolability of a Chinaman’s word is almost 
a proverb in places like Shanghai; where it 
is held equal in value to his bond. The 
Chinese merchant fears no court of law in 
the conduct of his business; his only desire 
and care is to act in such manner as to 
secure the approval and support of his 
Guild. This chamber of brother merchants 
investigates every complaint made against 
one of its body with an  impar- 
tiality and evident intent to do justice 
which show how valuable commercial tri- 
bunals may become when the moving powers 
are integrity and honesty of purpose. : 

With regard to Chinese merchants in 
Japan, the charge is singularly unjust, for 
they are a highly respectable body of men. 
Acuteness and closeness of dealing are rather 
meritorious qualities than otherwise; and 
although there are, of course, black sheep in 
every flock (we have had our Overends, 
Gurneys, and directors and managers of the 
City of Glasgow Bank for instance) Chinese 
mercantile honour stands as high as thatofany 
other nation without exception. 1f the Mail 
intended to refer to the lower order of petty 
traders, domestic servants, &o. only, its re- 
mark would have had some semblance of justice. 
A Chinese butler, or cook for instance, is not 
over scrupulous in his reckoning between his 
master and his tradesmen; bnt he possesses 
the original merit of permitting ne one to 
rob but himself. In this respect he is vastly 
superior to the trusted Japanese servants of 
foreign employers, who not only rob for 
themselves but secure a portion for division 
among all the other servants, the momban, 
a miniature Machigaisho, demanding toll on 
every article that passes the gate, while the 
house boy and cook levy black mail on the 
monthly payments to the laundress, wood 
and charcoal dealers, and all others who 
supply the house with necessaries. 


Tuer resolution of the merchants not to 
buy silk under the rules of the Rengo Kiito 
Niadzukarisho, was translated into Japanese 
and sent in to the office of the Mat Nichs 
Shinbun to be printed in Japanese character 
for circulation. The printers substituted the 
character for “unsatisfactory ’’ in place of 
that for the equivalent of “arbitrary” in 
the resolution ; and on the error being point- 
ed out in proof refused to make the correc- 
tion. The circulars were thorefore printed, 
and the necessary correction subsequently 
made in each in red ink by hand, 
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Dhipping. 


ARRIVALS. 


Sept. 12, Jap. str. Shario-Maru, Kilgour, 800 from 
‘Kobe, M: nd General, to M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

Sept. 18, Ger. brig Corl, Thomsen, 250, from Naga- 
saki, Aug. 15th, Coals, to E. Fiseher & Co. 

. 18, Brit. str. Belgic, Davison, 2,627, from San 
noisco, Mails and General, to O. & O. Co. 

Bept. 18, Russ. sohr. North Star, Ridderjelke, 38, 
from Hakodate, Fish, to Order. 

Sept. 18, Jap. str. Takasago-Maru, Young, 1,230, 
from Hongkong via Kobe, Mails and General, to 
M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

Sept. 14, Jap. str. Tokas-Maru, Hogg, 1,042, from 
:Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. 8. 8, Co. 

Sept. 14, Jap. barg. Sumanoura-Maru, Spiegelt!-al, 

25, from Nagasaki, Coala, to M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

Sept. 15, Jap. str. Kokonoye-Maru, Dithlefsen, 1,133, 
from Hakodate, Mails and General, to M. B. 8. 8. 
Go, 

Sept. 15, Jap. atr. Héroshima-Maru, Haswell, 1,87!, 
from Shanghai and ports, Mails and General, to 
M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

Bept. 16, Jap. str. Chishima-Maru, Walker, —, from 
Nemuro. Mails and General, to M. B. 8. 8. Co. 
Sept. 16, Brit. str. Malacca, Weighel!, 1,709, from 

longkong via Nagasaki, Mails and General, to 
P. & O. Co. 

Sept. 16, Brit. str. Tyne, Hazard, 450, from Naga- 
saki, Coals, to M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

“Sept. 17, Brit. barq. Alice Muir, Henry, 483, from 

"Newcastle, N.S.W., Aug. 5th, General, to Order 

Sept. 17, Am. ship McLaurin, Little, 1,489, from 
Cardiff, May 22nd, Coals, to P. M. 8. 8. Co. 

“Bept.17, Am. ship Lucile, Ambrose Talbot, 1,394, 
from Cardiff, April 29th, Coals, to P. M. S. 8. Co. 

Sept. 17, Brit. barq. Raven, Veal, 353, from Bristol 
April 18th, Coals, to Order. 

‘Sept. 17, Froh. corv. Champlain, Capt. Dubrot, 
10 guns, 1,940 tons, 450 H.P., from Kobe. 

Pept. 17, Jap. str. Suminoye-Maru, Frahm. 858, from 

‘obe, Mails and General, to M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

Sept. 17, Jap. str. Hiogo-J/aru, Thomas, 896, from 
Hakodate, Mails and Geueral, to M. B. §. 8. Co. 
Sept, 17, Russ. oruiser Asia, Capt. Amasoff, 2,600 

tons, 11 guns, 230 men, from Viadivostock. 

Sept. 18, Froh. etr. Tanais, Reynier, 1,736, from 
Hongkony, Mails and General, to M. M. Co. 

Sept. 19, Ger. berg: Occident, Reuter, 248, from 
‘Tak»o, Sept. 2nd, 5,799 piouls Sugar, to Order. 

Sept. 19, Jap. barquentine Awajishima-Maru, 
Creighton, 660, from Nagasaki, Coals, to M. B. 
8. 8. Co. 

Sept. 23, Brit. str. ‘Teucer, Power, 1,325, from Lon- 
don via Hongkoug, General, to Butterfield & 
Swire. 

Sept. 21, Brit. str. Strathleven, Pearson, 1,688, from 
London via Shanghai, General, to Smith, Baker 
& Co. 

Sept. 22, H. B. M. despatch-veesel Vigilant. Lieut.- 
Comd. Lindsay, 985 tons, 2-guos, 1,815 H.P., 50 
men, from the North. 

Sept. 23, Am. str. City of Tokio, Maury, 5,050, from 
MMonykong, Muils and General, to P. M. 8. 8. Co. 
Sept. 24, Jap. str. Akitsushima-Marw, Frahin, 1,146, 
from Hakodate, Mails and General, to M. B. 8. 8S. 

Co. 

Sept. 24, Jap. str. Shario-Maru, Davison, 800, from 

Kobe, Mails und General, to M. B. 8. 8, Co. 


DEPARTURES. 


Sept. 10, Brit.+tr. Oceanic, Metcalfe, %,700, for San 
aime, Mails and General, despatobed by O, 
&0.C., 

Sept. 11, Froh, str. Folga, Guirand, 1,5:2, for Hong. 
ronr, Mails and General, despatched by M. M. 


Sept. 12, Jap. str. Kiushiu-Maru, Thomas, 690, for 
Purser Mails and General, despatched by M. B. 

Sept. 12, Jap. str. Kuwmamoto-Maru, Drummond, 
4,240, for Nagasaki, Mails and General, despatch- 
ed hy M. B.S. 8, Co. 

Sept. 12, Jap. atr. Suminoye-Maru, Frahm, 853, for 
Kobe, Mails and Geueral, despatched by M. B. 
8.8. Co. 

Sept. 12, Jnp. str, Toyoshima-Maru, Hubbard, 598, 
f-r Hukodate, Muile and General, despatched by 
M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

Sept. 14, Brit. str. Stentor, Kirkpatriok, 1,612, for 
London via Japan and China ports, General, dea- 
patched by Butterfield & Swire. 

a t. 14, Jap. str. Sumida-Maru, Hubenet, 896, for 
- rire Mails and General, despatched by M. 


Sept. 14, Jap. atr. Genkai-Maru, Conner, 1,917, for 
Shanghai and porte, Mails and General, des- 
patohed by M. B. M. 8. 8. Co. 

Sept. 15, Brit. etr. Belgic, Davison, 2,627, for Hong- 
kong, Mails and General, despatched by O. & O. 
Cc 


0. 

Sept. 15, Brit. ship Forest King, Holmes, 1,602, for 
San Francisco, Ballast, despatched by Smith, 
Baker & Co. 

Sept. 15, Am. ship Landseer, Knowles, 1,418, for 
San Francisco, !’nllast, despatched by J. E. Collyer 
& Co. 

Sept. 16, Jap. str. Shario-Maru, Kilgour. 800, for 
Kobe, Mails und General, despatched by 4. B. 
8. 8. Co, 

Sept. 17, Jap. str. Takasago-Maru, Young, 1,230, for 
Hongkong via Kobe, Mails and General, des- 
patched by M. B.S. 8. Co. 

Sept. 17, Jap. str. Kokonoye-Maru, Dithlefsen, 1,133, 
for Hakodate, Mails and Geueral, despatched by 
M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

Sept. 17, Jap. str. Tokat-Maru, Hogg. 1,043, for 
Yokoska, for Repairs, despatched by M. B. Co. 

Sept. 20, Brit. str. Tyne, Hazard, 450, for Daga- 
eaki, Ballast, despatched by M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

Sept. 20, Jap. etr. Wakanoura-Maru, Christensen, 
1,300, for Kobe, Mails and General, despatched by 
M. B. 8. 8. Co. 

Sept. 20, Brit. barq. Santon, Rogers, 520, for Port- 
land, Ballast, despatched by A. Reimers & Co. 

Sept. 21, Jap. atr. Chishima-Maru, Walker, —, fr 
Neburo, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. 
8. S. Co. 

Sept. 21, Jap. str. Hiroshima-Maru, Haswell, 1,870, 
for Shanghai and ports, Mails and General, des- 
patched by 41. B. S. 8. Co. 

Sept. 22, Brit. str. Malacca, Weighell, 1,709, for 
Hongkong via Hiogo and Nagasaki, Mails and 
General, despatohed by P. & O. Co. 

Sept. 23, H. B. M. despatch-vessel Vigilant, Lieut.. 
Comd. Lindsay, 985 tons, 2-guns, 1,815 H P., 50 
men, for Yokosuka. 

Sept. 23, Jap. sfr. Suminoye-Maru, Frahm, 853, for 
the West Coast via Kobe, Mails and General, des- 
patched by M. B. 8. 8. Co. 


PASSENGERS. 


Per Brit. str. Oceanic, for San Francisco :—Mrs. 

Winship, Rev. W. 8. Holt, wife ani 8 children, Mr, 
and Mrs. H. Moore, Mr. F. H. Olmstead, Mrs. W. 
P. Mangum, Dr. C. L. Fisher, Mr. H. W. Livington, 
wife and infant, Mra. F. C. Spooner and 2 children, 
Mre. Reid, Miss Grattan, Mr. J. D. Brown, Mr. 
BH. N. Tileston, Mr. J. M. de Ugerte, wife aud 
servant. Mr. Wong Chunge and wife in cabin; 
aud 619 Chinese in steerage. For Liverpool :— 
Mr. W. Gordon and Mr. J. J. Keswick in 
cabin. For London:—Mr. D. H. Wisner and Mr. 
A.H. Groom in cabin. For New York :—Mrs. J. H. 
Wisner and 3 cbiliren in cabin; and 1 European 
in steerage. 
Per Freh. str. Volga, for Hongkong :—H. EB. Ch. 
de Groote, Belgian Minister, Messrs. A. Peyre, T. 
R. Green, R. Marshall, K. Itate»buchi, K. Yamano 
Outche, and Masatamo Naitu in cabin. 

‘er Jap. str. Shario-Maru, frem Kobe :—80 Jupa- 
nese in steerage. A 

Per Brit. str. Belgic, from San Francisco :—Lord 
Zouche, Lord and Lady Harris, Dr. E. Murphy, 
Prof. Young Hon San, Bishop Seott, Messrs. A. W. 
Dauforth, H. 1. Wheeler, Edwin Steven, Y. B. 
Wong, M. Y. Shine, K. W. Laing, F. K. Tow, C. 
Y. Tong, B. C. Fang, C.Q. Yuen, J. M. Hackisuka, 
Lu Y. Tong, Luen 8. Lium, Y. C. Wing, L. G. 
Liew, Y. C. Tong, P. L. Fong, N. P. Chow, H. 
Tufnell, W. H. Tong. W. C. Tong, F. ('. Luke, fl. 
Y. Woo, C. K. Chow, 8. 8S. Cha, and L. C. Proan 
in cabin; and 1 Japanese in steerage. For Hong- 
kong : 328 Chinese in steerage. 

Per Jap. str. Takasago-Maru, from Hongkong vid 
Kobe :—Miss F. E. Thompson, Mr. Keymeulen and 
1 Japanese in cabin; 1 European, 2 Chinese and 
110 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Jap. str. Genkat-Maru, for Shanghai und 
porte :—Lord and Lady Harrie, Lord Zouche, Bishop 
Soott, Major Bridgeford, Paymaster Whitehouse, 
Mrs. B.O Scott, Mrs. Arthur, Miss Duncan, Miss 
Parmelee, Dr. Terrill, Count Erloch, Count Bulow, 
Miss Jesenp, Me-srs. F. Krebs, A. W. Danforth, 
Carl Stanger, Ph. Wolff, Halenta, E. Stephens, W. 
C. Tong, Y. Leun, KF, Tow, N. Tong, W. Tong, L. 
G. Lun, RB. Tung, C. Chow, Y, Tong, Y¥. Wong, 
Q@. 8. Cho, B. J. 8. Brinkwortb, J. H. Curtis, H. 
Tufnell, D. D, Allen, N. Chow, Y. ©. Wong, P. Tong, 
H. Woo, C. Long, C. Yuen, R. Laing, L. 0. Revan, 
M. Y. Stein, F. C. Luke and Professor Yung Hou 
Sam and 2 Japanese in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Kokonoye-Maru, from Hakodate :— 
Berd. T. and Mrs. Tyng, child and servant, Miss 


Holmes, and 10 Japanese in cabin; 101 Japanese 


inal 

Per Jap. str. Héreshima-Maru, from Shanghai and 
ports :—Mr. Russell Robertson, Lieut.-Col. Burlton, 
Rev. A. A. Bennett, Messrs. G. Gladstoue, F. J. 
Twombley, C. Frensberg, BR. Wainewright, A, F. 
dos Remedios, F. Hudson, 8. Hudson, J. Holder, 
J. D. Ford, L. L. Fobes, @. Domoney, Miss Domo- 
ney, Mrs. Roberts and 15 Japanese in cabin ; 2 Euro- 
peans, 8 Chinese and 240 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Brit, str. Malacca from Hongkong via Naga- 
saki :—2 Chinese in steerage. 

Per Frch. str. Tanais, from Hongkong :—Mesers. 
Walker und servant, Hotz and Porfiris in cabin. 
From Marseilles: Messrs. Santaponte, Kato, Yama- 
moto, Sakamoto, and Okoshira in cabin. From 
Naples: Messrs. Imberti, Velini, Gerosa, Vigano, 
Ottolini and Nakashima in cabin. From Saigon: 
Mr. Meaget and Mdle. Yéné cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Takasago-Maru, for Hongkong via 
Kobe:—Revd. Mr. and Mrs. ig and child, Messrs. 
E. Michel, I. Isaacs, E. C. Kirby and G. Ogima in 
cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Hiogo-Maru, from Hakodate :— 
Messrs. Ford and Griffin in cabin; and 100 Japanese 
in steerage. 

Per Jap. str. Suminoye-Maru, from Kobe :—Mr: 
A. Von Knoblock in cabin; and 40 Japanese in 
steerage. 

Per Jap. str. Hiroshima-Maru, for Shanghai:— 
Mrs. Von der Heyde and child, Dr. E. Murphy, 
Mesers. M. Cammell, J. E. Partington, and 2 Japan- 
ese in cabin; 4 Chinese in steerage. For Naga- 
saki: Messrs. J. Jonlain, Barstow, and 2 Japanese 
in cabin ; 2 foreigners and 25 Japanese in stee 
For Kobe: Miss M. Talcott, Miss E. Taloott, Bishop 
Williams, Dr. J. B. Browne, and 15 Japanese in 
cabin ; and 246 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Brit. str. Malacca, for Hongkong via Hiogo 
and Nagasaki :—Messrs. H. C. Dollmann, J. Hattori 
and Chew Tong in cabin; and 6 Chinese in steerage. 

Per Am. str. City of Tokio, from Hongkong for 
San Francisco: —Mrs. M. Mitchell, Mrs. A. Kimmer, 
Messrs. H. Dickie and R. G. Humphreys in cabin 5 
and 400 Chinese in steerage. 

Per Jap. atr. Akitsushima-Maru, trom Hakodate: 
—Mr. J. M. Diokson in cabin ; and 200 Japanese in 


2. 
Per Jap. str. Shario-Maru from Kobe ;—Captain 
Fletoher in cabin ; 70 Japanese in steerage. 


REPORTS. 


The British steamer Belgic reports :—Sailed from 
San Francisoo August 28rd at 8.40p.m. Experienced 
moderate winds and fine weather thronghont the 
voyage. Arrived at Yokohama Sept. 12th. at 7.57 


Time 19 days, 1) hours and 25 min. 


At 12 noon the boats came 
close ‘and roquested me to take them on board 
which I at once did at great risk, every man havi! 
to be hauled over the storn by linea, This won 
accomplished by about 3 p.m.; clothing &o. was 
saved but the vessel's stern was considerably dame 
aged. Twenty-nine souls in all were rescued. At 
5 p.m. on the same day the breesed moderated and 
soon fell calm ; this lasted three days, the current 
driving the ship to the E.N.E. at the rate 
of 120 miles a day. In the meantime we fell 
in which four boats in distreas and rendered 
every aesistance possible uuder the ociroume 
stances, considering I had a total of 89 souls on 
board with poor Prospect of getting into port 
asthe current was still drifting the veasel ont of her 
course. I gave them rice and water and told them 
the ‘ooaree to the nearest land, As there was no 
wind at the time they soulled away in the di 

Thed serrate We afterwards J eee pis 
. W. winds and made eve wible ati 

to the westward out of tt oo S Ontehe tie 
inst. we sighted Inobuoye lighthouse bearing W.S.W. 


We experienced light 
on the 9th. made Bonet 


* perienced strong 8 
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Kanoneaki. Ag the wind was increasing and the 
weather becoming thicker I thought it advisable to 
anohor which we did at 5 a.m. off Yokoska; we 
again got under weigh at noon on the 12th. and 
arrived at the anchorage last evening. On the 2nd. 
inst. we were in company with the American ship 
Incille from Cardiff to this port. 

The Japanese steamer Takasago-Maru reporta :— 
Left Kobe at 6 p.m. 10th inst. Experienced light 
winds with hazy weather to Sinomisaki ; after round- 
ing Oosima strong N.E. gale with heavy rain squalls, 
Put back to Oosima at 6 20 a.m. 11th. inst. remained 
there till 7,20 a.m. 12th. weighed anchor and pro- 
ceeded on our course with strong N.K. wind, high 
sea and thick rainy weather to port. Arrived at 
2 p.m. 18th. inat. 


The Japanese steamer Kokonoye-Maru reports :— 
Left Hakodate on Sunday, the 11th. inst. at 6 p.m. 
From Hakodate to Inobuoye fresh enst wind with 
heavy awell from 8.E. ; 13th. midnight past Inobnoye 
set in strong increasing breeze from southward 
with heavy eea; at 4 a.m. 14th. blowing a heavy 
gale from the same quarter with very hih sea and 
rain, wind gradually veering to S.W.; at 6 a.m. 
encountered tremendous squall with torrents of rain 
ship laid to on starboard tack, bar. lowest 29.72. 
At 9 a.m. barometer commenced rising and gale 
decreasing but atill very high sea, at 1! a.m. sighted 
Cape Blanco bearing N.W.; from thence to port 
strong §.W. wind with high confused soa. Arrived 
at Yokohama at 7.20 a.m. 15th. iust. 


The Japanese steamer Hiroshima-Maru reports :— 
Blowing typhoon in Kobe on Tuesday, 13th. inst 
departure de‘ayed in consequence till 4 a.m. 
on Wednesday, the 14th inst. Experienced the 
portion of a typhoon from ¥ p.m. 13th. till 2 a.m 
14th inst , barometer lowest reading 28.90. Passed 
through Oosima saw two foreign built craft on the 
rocks and another totnlly dismasted ; passed two large 
janks bottom up beside: a large qnantity of wreck- 
age. Theuce to port strong S.W. winds with high 
confused sea. Arrived at noou 15th. inst. 

The British .ste:mer Tyne reports :—Left Naga- 
saki at 11 p.m.on Sunday, the 11th. instant. Ex- 
perienced calm and fine weather till noon on Mon- 
day, 12th., off Norma Island fresh &.E. breeze with 
unsettled appearance ; 7 p.m. rounded Cape Satana ; 
weather bar. 29./0, moderating and barometer 
rising, at midn‘ght increased, the wind blowing 
strong from E.S.E. barometer falling rapidly at 
4a.m. increased gale, bar. 29.30 still falling. At 6.30 
a.m. laid ship to with fearful cross sea, at 8 a.m 
Mth. increased to a typhoon, wind veering to the 
N.E. with increasing high sea bar. 28.90 incessant 
downpour of rain the entire time, gale still increasing 
till 2 p.m. 14th. sea making clan breaches over 
the ship, (barometer rapidly falling, lowest 28.50) 
washing everything moveable off the decks dam- 
aging boats, fresh water all damaged cook- 
house completely gutted out and cooking 
utensils, gratings, harness casks washed away. 
Tron beams and stanchions bent by tke force of the 
seas, compass and stand and other things washed 
clean away. Midnight 14th. moderated and from 
thence to port light win’s with high confused sea. 
Arrived at 4 a.m., 16th. inst. 


The British steamer Malacca reports :—Left Hong- 
kong on Wednesday, the 7th. inst. at noon. Ex- 
. wind with falling barometer 
every indication of a typhoon to the 8. and E. 
On Thursday 8th. off Swatow at 9 a.m. bar. 29.45 
heavy confused sea picked up three crews of cap- 
sized fishing junks, 8 men in all, hence to Nagasaki 
fine weather. Left Nagasaki on Monday, the 12th. 
inet. at 8 p.m. Experienced fresh N.E. winds up to 
Akashi, Wednesday 18th. 11 p.m. 40 miles N.E. of Oo- 
sima picked up 6 men and 1 woman off a piece of wreck 
on which they had been 24 hours hence to port 
variable winds with heavy swell and confused sea. 
Arrived 8.30 p.m. 15th, inst. 

The Japanese steamer Chishima-Maru reports :— 
Left Neburo 10.35 a.m. 12th. wind moderate 8.E, 
clondy weather with occasional rain showers; 14th. 
opens with thick cloudy weather, wind 8. by BE. 
and sea increasing barometer falling rapidly at 6 
&.m. every appearance of a typhoon, hove ship to 
on starboard tack blowing stroug gale from South 
at 7 a.m. barometer still falling and wind increasing 
with tremendous sea and thick weather from 8 
am, to ll a.m. wind veering from 8. to 8.W. 
blowing furiously with mouutainous sea, baro- 
meter lowest at 9 am. Barometer 29.28 
not able to see a ship's length ahead 2 p.m., 
same day; barometer rising 29.48, wind mode- 
rating and sea increasing at 8 p.m., barometer 
29.64 atill rising weather moderating stood to 
the westward at midnight moderate 8.W. wind 
with high confused sea, barometer 29.66, hence to 


port with fine weather arrived at Yokohama on the 
16th. September, at 4.15. 


Tha Jap barquentine Awajishima-Maru reports :— 
Left Navasnki on Sunday, the 1 ith inst. with a fresh 
breeze from N.E. and fine weather till the following 
day when they met a strong Easterly gale and very 
high S.E. sea: the wind oontinued blowing a strony 
xale till Tuesday at noon veering from 8.E. to N. E. 
and N.W. every appearance of the close proaimity 
of n typhoon passing to N.W. bar, 29.'8: ship hcve 
to for twenty hours moderating at W.N.W. with 
fixe weather through Van Diemen straits, afterwards 
moderate southerly winds and occasional calme and 
amovth «ea. 18th, passed through quantities of 
wreckage and pic ed up some planks and lumber 
und a piece of stem frame of a junk, likewire a 
grave block on which was painted a Japanese in- 
scrip ion. Arrivet at noon 19th. Passage 8 days. 


The Amencan ship Lucile, reports:—Left 
Cardiff on April 29th. Had light winds to the 
trades; got the trade in 32° N. hada good run 
from there to6° N., where we lost them. Had 
light southerly and N. W. winds from there to the 
equator 27 days out; had good §.i. trades which 
we lost in 28° south 68 days to the Meridian of 
the Cape in lat. 32° N. long. 17° W. Had a 
heavy gale from S.W. to W. which came in a and- 
den squall had ‘strong S.W. winds and gales run- 
ning down our eastern, were 89 days to Anger. We 
had light S.W. monsoons in the China sea; from 
the Bashee channel up had strong E. to N.E. 
winds with a heavy easternly sea. Got up to Vries 
island September Ist wind N.E. weather looking 
bad, and barometer low put the skip on the port 
tack to get an offing from the land got outside, 
and encountered a fearful gale ; had a N.E. current 
which took us about 200 miles off the coast, when 
the gale abated had light winds from there till 
arrival Sept. 17th. 141 days passage. 


The French steamer Tanais reports :—Left 
Hongkong at 6 p.m. 11th inst. Experienced vari- 
able winds with fine weather throughout. Passed 
steamer Belgic steering South. Arrived at 10 p.m. 
17th. Passage 6 days and 4 hours. 


The Japanese steamer Hiogo-Maru, reports :— 
Left Hakodate, 1030 pm., 16th. Experienced 
variable winds with hazy weather from Kinkasan 
to Inobuoye; thence to ports fresh 5.8.W., with 
cel ar weather. Arrived at 4.a.m. 17th. inst. 


The British barque Alice Muir, reports :—Left 
Newcastle, N.S W. at 3 p.m., on Friday, the 5th. 
August Experienced southerly and westerly 
winds with fine weather to lat. 22° 18’ 8. long. 
161° 20’ E., when the southeast trade winds set 
in fresh and lasted till the 24th. August. Lat. 
4° 52’ N. long. 162° 13’ E. from thence to lat 
12° 38 N. long. 258° 27’ On 4th September 
light variable winds and calms prevailed with hot 
sultry weather and heavy rains, thunder and light- 
ing when the N.E. trade winds set in with a fresh 
breeze which lasted till the 9th. September Lat. 
23° 23’ N. long. 144° 24’ E. Light east and 
southenst breeze with hot weather lasted till the 


14th. August lat. 29° 42’ S, long. 189° 26’ E.| gale with hi 
when the wind hauling to the southward with| south wind 


squall and rain barometer falling at 8 p.m. thick 
gloomy sky in the N.W. with heavy lightning and 
sea rising. Midnight hard squalls and rain from 
W.S.W. At4am. less wind and clear, but a very 
heavy cross sea from west to N. W. thence to 
arrival southerly and easterly breeze and fine 
weather. Arrived in Yokohama at 4 p.n). on the 
17th instant. Passage 42 days. 


‘We have been favored with the following report 
of the round trip of the 8.8, Suminoye Maru:—Left 
Yokohama 12th. September at 5 a.m.; had strong 
northerly winds with heavy squalls of wind and rain 
up to Oosima. Passed Oosima at 7 a.m. on the 
13th.; wind shifted to SE. and the barometer 
commenced falling. A heavy cross sea got up and 
the ship was rolling fearfully ; at 3 p.m. passed 
Tomangai Sima. The wind now shifted to N.E. 
with violent squalls which soon increased to a 
fearful gale; the barometer was falling steadily. 
At 8 p.m. it was blowing a perfect typhoon, 
barometer 29.88, the wind sending rain and 
sea water ‘with such force against us that it 
was impossible to sce anything. At 11 p.m. the 
typhoon was at its highest and shortly after it 
abated, altnough the barometer atill went down 
until at midnight it reached 29.25. ‘Tie ship 
broached to several times although wo were going 
at full speed und was each each time thrown fairly 
on her beam ends; but we succeeded in getting 
her head to the wind again and so righted her. 
We had both anchors ready for use and by the 
ship broaching to; the port anchor swung 
against the bow cracking a plate and thereby 


causing the ship to leak. At 280 let go 
both anchors in 8 fathoms of water and now, 
as the weather had cleared, we found we were 
about 2 miles due east of Kobe. I have to report 


the total wreck of the M. B. jue Tathee Maru, 
Capt. Black. Tomangai Sima; hands saved 
except two Japanese sailors. We left Kobe at 


6.20 p.m. 16th. Sept. Had light winds and favour- 
able weather throughout. Off Oosima we fell in 
with wrecks of junks covering the sea for several 
miles. At 1 p.m. stopped to examines a junk and 
found her to be the Kulo Maru loaded with timber 
and left by the crew but found nothing to give 
any clue to whom-or where she belonged. We 
arrived in Yokohama at 1.20 p.m. on the 18th. 
inst. bringing with us telegraphic despatches from 
Kobe. 


The British barque Raven, reports :—Left Bristol 
April 18th. Had easterly winds till we got the 
S. E. trades in lat. 5° N. long. 25° west crossed 
the Equator May 12th. 25 days, out from thence 
to Meridian Cape of Good Hope which was 
in 39° S. lat. Jone 19th. 62 days out. Had N. W. 
to S. W. winds strong and squally from Meridian. 
Cape of Good Hope untill July 11th. had in lat. 
38 scuth hard gale with high sea from N. W. to 
north got the 8. E. Trades July 20th. on 2%’ 8. 
lat. well from the eastward sighted Princess Island 
July 30th. 102 days out thence to Anjer which was 
passed August 8th. had light contrary winds and 
currents. Passed through Banca Straits August 
llth. 115 days out up the China sea and through 
Formosa Channel, to Van Diemens Straits had 
light variable W.S. to S.W. winds with fine weather, 
Passed through Van Diemens Straits on Sept. 
9th. from this date to Sept. 18th., had squally and 
unsettled weather, winds varying from east to 
south, with high confused sea from 8.E. on Sept. 
18th. after a succession of hard squalls and rain 
accompanied with low barometer in latitude at 
noon 82.45 N. Cape Sima bearing N.E. 45 miles, 
wind freshened to a gale with falling barometer, 
and incessant rain. At 4 p.m. on same date barome- 
ter 29.50 every appearance of a typhoon approchii 
hove ship to under main topsail on star! 
tack wind at this time S.S.E. at 8 p.m,, barometer 
29.35 hurricane bearing with great violence and 
confused sea with blinding rain, split main topeail ; 
with great difftculty got some canvass in the mizen 
rigging which assisted in keeping the ship to the 
wind. St. Elmo lights on all the upper yardarms 
and masthead. At 9 p,m, typhoon blowing with full 
violence the vessel owing to the confused sea which 
at this time began to make from 8.W. taking large 
quantities of water on board sweeping everything 
moveable off the poop, viz: bi e's wheel 
ings, cabin ekylighta and lee, bulwark’s, etc., 
injuring several of the crew, 10 p.m. bar. at ita 
lowest 29.10 ship lying perfectly steady with the 
sea rail under water by the force of the wind ; vessel 
enveloped in sheets of spray. About this time 
lightning was seen in the 8. W. which continued 
untill 11 p.m. when Bar suddenly rose to 29.30 
and at midnight the typhoon abated to a fresh 

sea and fine weather ship heading 
. 8. W. Made Rock Island light 
September 16th and from thence to port light 
variable winds and fine weather arrived 8 p.m. 
17th. passage 152 days. In Banco Straits in com- 
pany with American steamer McLaurin. 


The German barque Occident reports ha’ 
left Takao Sept. 2nd. erienced south an 
S. E. winds with fine weather to Teypan after- 
wards a fresh gale, wind veering from N. E. 
to the 8. W. with high confused sea to Leu 
Chew Islands which lasted two days shipping 
large quantities of water during which a pig was 
washed overboard ; hence to port slight souther- 
ly winds and calms with fine weather arrived 9 
a.m. 19th passage 17 days. 

The British steamer Teucer reports :—Left Hong- 
kong at 6.30 a.m.on Thoreday, the 16th. inst, Ex- 
perienced variable winds wih smooth sea and fine 
weather to Omaisaki; thence to port strong N.E. 
wind with thick rainy weather. Arrived at 11 a.m. 
21st. inst. Passage 6 days and § hours, 


T.e Rriti-h steamer Strathleven reports :—Left 
Shnughai +t 6 prs. 17th inet. Experienced E. to 
E.N.E. winds with fine weather to Rook Island ; 
thence to port strong N.E. winds with thick rainy 
weather, Arrived ut 9, 0 p.m. 2let. inst. Passage 
+ days and 17 houra. 

The American steamer City of Tokto reports :— 
Sailed from Hongkong Supt. 16th at 8.10 p.m. to 
Turnabout had light 8.W. and fine weather; thence 
to port moderate to fresh N.E. gales with squally 
thick weather. Arrived at Yokohama Sept, 23rd 
at 4.25 p.m. 
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COMMERCIAL CIRCULAR. 


Yoxouama, SEPTEMBER 9TH, 188). 


Showing Duties payable, Prices realized, Quotations, and Estimated Sales of Goods in Yokohama, for the period of 15 days from 
8th. September 1881, to the 22nd. September 1881, inclusive, 


IMPoRTS. 


The period has been marked by greater than usual fluctuations in currency, and a less confident feeling with regard to ita immediate future. 
The peculiar operations of the newly-formed Silk Storage Company have had the effect of checking sales of that staple commodity, and a natural 
consequence is less business in all branches of trade. 

YAENS:—The amount of business done has been less than that of last fortnight. Reported sales are 1,600 Bales of 16/24 at about previous 
quotations, principally for arrival within 80 and 60 days. 525 Bales of 28/82s. at a decline of 50 to 75 cents, nearly all for arrival. There have been no 
sales of 38-42. Sales of Doubled Yarns amount to 115 Bales 42s. at 89 to 40.25, and 8 Bales of 60s. at $60. There have been no sales of 32s. Doubled. 
In Indian Yarns the sales have been 690 Bales 208. at $28.50 to $29.45. 203 Bales 18s. at $28.50 to $29. 64 Bales 10s. at $24.50, shewing a decline in 
Indians of 75 cents to $1 per pical. Sales reported reach 8,200 Bales against 4,880 Bales for the preceding period; making a total for the year to date 
of 49,689 Bales—viz.: 28, 16/24; 9,432 Bales 28/32; 1,437 Bales 38/42 ; 2,183 Bales doubled, and 7,379 Bales Indian qualities. 


SUGAR :—Firm and advancing. Es 
KEROSENE :—In consequence of the test being changed by the government, there is prospect of a better market. 
183 Ibs. = 1 Picul. 100 Dollars Mexican = $11 Silver Boos. 


DUTY PAID. 
DUTY CALCULATED 

IN PRICES AT WHICH 
MEXICAN DOLLARS. | gALES HAVE BEEN 


ESTIMATED SALES. 
NOMINAL 


quorations. | (From 24th. August to 7th. September.) 


MADE. 
COTTON PIECE GOODS. 

Drills, American, 40 yds. 30 in. 14 Ibe... 9 .. 0.0241 P 10 yds. |g % pe. $2.55 @ 3.50 pieces. 
Prints, assorted, 24° 5, 805, ose 0.0241 5, 5» 130 @ 1.75 _,, | 1.00 @ 8.00 2,800 ” 
Satins (cotton) Seeks cokes once. dag, case. Foad? |!" OOGEB 2-35) 5s BV yd) 0.114@ 0.12 i 
Shirtings, Grey, 884 yds. 89 in. 7Ibe.... 0. | 0.0281 4 a» - Y pe| 1.40 @ 1.90 a os 

ei ve BBR oy BD iy Bboy oe oe ee | OL08BL 2.00 @ 225 ,, | 1.75 @ 2.85 250 % 

i » 888 4 455, 9 ay we 0.0821 4 x —— _ » | 225 @ 2.75 s 
7, Gloth, a't ats. ” por LOT gp: adegs Wena cues 0.0821 5, » Py teters sie ag 7 on 

. in. eee eee see eee on —_--__ . af 

paid ToL OME |p eonat os —— . | 155 @ 175 ms 

Turkey Reds, 24 yds. 30in. 1% 1b. Nee 


gl Bho 20 Bo @ Bb lbaa ae 
» on 8H, 80 


| 
[Isl 


me hy 805 —@B tbe 8 pas ee, 1.60 @ 2.20 . 
Velvete (black) 36 ,, 22,, ave oe on 0.0643 4, 5 7.20 @ 8.70 » 1,160 » 
Victoria Lawns, 12 ,, 425, « ove ose a 0.0821 ,, ,, » 0.60 @ 0.80 —_—_ ” 
Cotton Italians, 85 4, 825, ss se vee oe | 0.0643 4, 5, | (0.004 Pyd-| 0.10 @ 0.15 600 ” 

COTION YARN. 

Nos, 10@ 12 Sate ee a eT % pe.| 27.75 —— —— bales 
» 12 aes ooo ove on eee eee re 28.50————. —— 2 
ra ae Pi Baste lisase Wane, PyetSiooMieee brake aa 3 — » 
3» 16@ Bhreversed eevee ates Ea oes (re eee 
» 16@% SPO PML vila Nets Ree pa es 28.25 g 88.50 ,, 1,600 - 
» 28@ 82 San pupicoan ae austen’ seniant ste 1.6077  picul. | 32.50 @ 34.50 ,, 525 s 
» 88@ 43 Ses Cot “Witees ries v° ce » | 89.00 @ 39.50 — » 
» S8doubled 0.0. oe “° es . »» | 86.00 @ 38.60 — = 
bo, MBP dots nse) Loece ae)” sees . 88.75 @ 39.25 ,, 115 1 
» 6 4 slew Mane Math Sithe \ iteue Os 60.00: ” 8 of» 

Indian No. 10 ace ee - wee ove %.60———_,,, _ 64 ” 

ek ed raed etidnes Ser ysce A g/acete ceva oor J 28.50 @ 29.00 ,, —_—_— 208 ” 
hoes ope hethy soaca renee Rate 28.60 @ 29.45 ,, — 690 » 
WOOLLENS AND MIX1URES. 

Alpaca, 40 yds. 82 in... ane ae a0 oe “ 0.09865 10 yds. _—— | $5.60 7.00 —_ 

Blankets, assorted 0 0 sts ae = Yr papi ftt ore 
» ” oe (ie Sag tae, no 1.6077 ® picul. oe oo —_— 

, |. scar] green propn.)... 0.424-———- — ‘ 800 

Cloth, all wool, 64 @64lbe. ww ewes | 0.0968 P10 yea, —— yjza]* 0.80 @ 1.50 pears 
» Pilots, 54 @ 64,, sos’ p vsey «hes bpegeee —— 5 | 080 @ 0.60 — 

» Presidente, 54 g Me » os 0.8815 under 65 in. is see GY 0.60 @ 0.70 — 
fnion, 6 ++ | ( 0-4019 exceeding 55 — , 0.35 @ 0.60 — 

Italian Cloth, 82 in... ese vee ee cee) Pt width 10 yan —— 3 | 028 § 0.40 aes 

Mousselines de Laine (ans stripes), 24 yds, 81 in.... 0.0965) 10 yds. | 0.153 @ 0.16, 0.163 @ 0.194 1,400 
» oo” Yiocscd) hase? Cite pace | OL oy ee —— ,, | 025 @ 0.40 — 

SUGAR. 

White, Jimpah, No.1 one ve ane $7.40 @ 7.80 -_o 
Pr ARhibpahy Gera oe aie wae Se Oe 0 7:20 casi 
» Kokfah, 48 a. ove 0.8216 P picul. | 6.20 @ 6.60 — 18,000 piculs stock. 
»  Kungfon, 4, 4. uee tae nee * 18.60 @ 6.10 —_ 

» Gnihpah, ,, 5 eee eee ae ASS ose 4.80 @ 5.30 ae - cs es, 
new} 413 @ 4.30 _—— 3,000 pi new 

Brown, Formoea, bags ae on oes ave old | 0.1286 ,, ,, 3.90 @ 4.00 aaa 000, ol fh 
55 Amoy... ice ae ane one oo ane —_—_—_— 

METALS &. 

Iron, Flat and Round or . 0.0965 ‘P picul. cl.| $2.60 @ $2.80 
»» Assorted Nail-rods, (assorted) . f o 0.0965 5, 5 ve 2.30 @ 2.50 
»_ Pig ite new base : 0.0482 5, 4, —— ,, | 140 @ 1.60 

Lead, Pig : - aS ne 0.26572 5 5» —— ,, | 5.80 g 6.00 

Quicksilver ae ae oo ae . . 1.9292 ,, 4, —_— 5 

Steel, Swedish . iat ser a deve i ds 0.1980 4 4s ——_» | 380 @ 455 

Tin Plates ie ee 0.2251 ‘P 120 The. ——-P bor! 490 @ 4.90 

Kerosene Oil ° 0 00 ae 0 eo 5°], ad valorem, —— Pease] 185 @ 1.90 Stock 280,000 cases. 

Baw Cotton n,n es we ow | 0.4019 'P pical. P pel.| 10.00 @ 15.00 
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STAPLILB HXPORTS. 


SILK.—Our last report was dated 9th instant; during the subsequent week scarcely any transactions took place: dealers in the meantime abruptly 
ve notice that their new trade regulations would take effect from the 165th instant, causing some 700 native bales to be sent into foreign godowns by 

Eeiders who were not sanguine as to the success of the new inspecting system : prices during this time pre way slightly. Since the 15th a stronger de- 
demand has sprung up for Europe, but all bas been in a muddle. Some few firms consented to purehase under the new trade regulations and 
inspect at the native Godowns established for that pi , but considerable dissatisfaction has been the result. 

Meetings have been held by foreign buyers on the subject, and the latest phase is that nearly all foreign buyers have resolved not to purchase silk 
until the brokers modify their newly impoed system of purchase and inspection. 

It will be readily understood that all this has disorganised business, nevertheless settlements appear as about 1,200 bales, mostly for the Continent. 
For America little has been done. Stock holds its own and is estimated at fully 4,000 bales. Where business has been done, prices have hardened since 
the 15th, and as far as can be ascertained close at quotations. 

As wo make up this report business is at a dead lock and the feeling between buyers and sellers is far from friendly. 


Toran Wxrogr rRom Ist Juuxy to Dares. 1880-81. 1881-82 
London ... ns. soe nue teen teense wee tne 801 Bales. 806 Bales. 
France and Italy a see ove aoe toe oe 972s, 1,596 » 
United States ... ow we see oe ae aes ae ae we 1,414 ,, 806 

. ea — 
8,187 Bales. : 8,208 Bales. 


TEA.—Buat little change is to be reported in this staple ; since our last issue. a steady business has been done, settlements amounting in all to 
piculs 7,200. Prices, though fluctuating during the interval, close much as last quoted. 

Supplies from the country come in just as the market requires them and it is almost impossible to obtain any truthfal information as to stocks of 
tea in first hands up country. 

The 8. 8. Teucer, Galley of Lorne, Loudoun Castle and Strathleven, are on the berth for New York, and the two former will probably have despatch 
from this port vie Kobe and China ports to New York prior to close of current month. Rate of freight £3 to £8 5s. per ton of 40 cubic feet. 


DESCRIPTION. PRICES PER PICUL. REMARKS. 


SILK :— 
Mayebsshis 1t @ 2 Hanks te GEA Tae Gen nea en $ 630 


” oe ane oe on oe wee 610 


640 per picul. 
626 ” 1 


” 
a 8 and lower 


sssssssss 
g 


| 
roy 


$10.00 and under. 
$12.00 to $14.00 
$16.00 to $19.00 
$20.00 to $24.00 Quotations unaltered. 
$25.00 to $29.00 

$31.00 to $84.00 

$36.00 and upwards. 


EXCHANGE. 
Business during the fortnight has almost been at a standstill. Purchases of silk have been on a very limited scale and imports likewise. Pa: 
currency, in consequence of a pearcity of dollars, has declined considerably. Silver is quoted 51 34 per Oz. a, as oe 
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BIRTHS. 


On Saturday, the lst Oct., at No. 85, Club 
Street, the wife of Captain J. Srzapman, of the 
M. B. M. 8.8. Co.’s steamer Teuruga-Maru, of a 


of @ son. 


DEATHS. 


At Shanghai, on the ist Sept., Joan 


Hreenmotuax, late of Yokohama, aged 89 years. 
On the eveni 

General Hospital, 

of Singapore : aged 26 years. 


On the 5th Oct., the wife of Jome Watrae, 


ing more and more a sine gud non to mer- 
chanta and men of business but the high 
rates charged have hitherto been a great 
barrier to its frequent adoption. An an- 
Douncement recently made by Reuter’s agent 
here has been received with much satisfac- 


of the 4th Oct., at the Yokohama 
Joaquim p’ ALMEIDA, formerly 


tion. From the Ist. inst. Reuter’s Company 
placed their comprehensive codes at the 
disposal of the public for a consideration of 
thirty cents per code word used in addition 
to the ordinary telegraph rates. How great 
8 boon this is cannot fail to be self evident. 

A national legislative assembly here in 
Japan, to use the language employed by 
patentees of new inventions is a ‘ want long 
felt.” At any rate it is what the people 
have long looked for in vain. If a state- 
ment made by one of our vernacular con- 
temporaries may be relied on the popular 
desires are approaching consummation and 
a Japanese parliament will soon be an 
accomplished fact. To our thinking the 
rumonr requires to be taken oum grano salis. 
The ‘Liberal party,” as one of the native 
papers calls them, is not yet strong enough to 
carry ita point. 

Tux Kaitakushi job still continues to excite 
and call forth expressions of strong disap- 
proval from such sections of the people as are 
not afraid to speak their minds. Petitions 
to a fabulous amount are said to have been 
forwarded to the government against the 
swindle and strong hopes are entertained 
that the Mikado, on his return, will refuse to 
allow the monstrous “ arrangement” to be 
carried into effect. 


On the 6th. inst the flags at the several 
consulates were placed at half mast in conse- 
quence of the death of the Princess Katsura. 
no-miya who was a near relative of the 
Mikado. 

Tae money order service between Japan 
and the United Kingdom which bas been ia 
abeyance for several years has at length been 
reestablished. A circular was issued by the 
Tmperial Post Office on the 1st. inst., notify- 
ing that, on and after that date orders on 
Great Britain could be obtained for sums 
not exceeding £10 at the general post office 
in Tokio and at the post office Yokohama. 
The rates of commission are equivalent to 
those charged at home and receipts and pay- 
ments are effected at current rates of exchange. 

Tue hot season is fairly over; we are now 
enjoying cool, delightful weather and the 
quantity of game in the provision market re- 
minds one of the approach of winter and 
suggests the idea of getting one’s guns and 
ammanition in readiness for sundry shooting 
expeditions. Apropos of that, those whose 
proclivities are sportive would be glad to be 
informed why the government make so great 
@ difference between foreigners and natives 
in the amount charged qe gun licenses. 
The latter only pay one yen for the pri- 
vilege of bringing down game, whilst the 
former is mulcted in ten times that amount. 
Perhaps it is one of those things for which— 
as the late Lord Beaconsfield would have 
probably said,—" there aro high political 
considerations.” 


Summary. 


UR last issne was dated September 24th. 
for transmission per M.M.S.8. Menea- 
leh. The following mails have since been re- 


ceived :— 

ZAG Qe fa Pen, 
0. & 0. 8, Belzic, Londom, -. 
And the following have been despatched :— 
‘oct, “6 


n B sy » 8 


Dvueme the past fortnight the present block 
in the silk t has been the one all absorb- 
ing bed ay of conversation, and has occupied 
& much larger share of our 4) than we 
usually care to devote to any single subject 
however interesting it may be. Tho attitude 
assumed by the Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho 
stands without a parallel since the country 
was opened—twenty-six monopolists, to curb 
the rapacity of the greedy, grasping for- 
eigner under the mask of patriotism, have 
aimed a serious blow at the export trade from 
whieh it will not soon recover. But if the Ni- 
adsukarisho play deep, the “invaders” can 
play deeper and this the “ obstructives ” 
| will soon find to their cost. The utterances 
of the native press, all this while, would have 
been mischievous had they not been ridicu- 
lous. Foreign merchanta gauge the blatant 
paragraphs of these wretched, because sub- 
sidized, tools at their true value which is— 
leas than nothing. Samples of their vigorous 
writing will be found elsewhere. 

Smce our last issue this port has been 
honoured by the presence of the ships com- 
prising the China squadron which has for 
sometime been cruising in Japanese waters. 
Vice Admiral Willes accompanied them in 
his flag ship the Iron Duke. All sorts of 
schemes were afloat to accord a hearty wel- 
come to the gallant sons of Neptune but, 
jadging from appearances, they chose what 
may be called the “ better part.” Dram 
shops apparently hoisted their flags in vain 
for, contrary to the usual rule on such occa- 
sions, festive A. Bs. and convivial marines 
were rara aves in our streets. On the other 
hand, the Gaiety Theatre which had been set 
apart for their accommodation, and where 
more wholesome entertainment was provided 
was largely patronised by the men of the 
fleet. At this place temperance meetings, 
amateur performances &. were nightly held. 


TxiecnaPaic communication is daily becom- 
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Heading Articles. 


THE COMMERCE OF JAPAN. 


O'HING strikes the casual observer 
with so much force as the inconsis- 
tency of Japanese action in regard to native 
commerce. For some years past various 
schemes have been tried to make more profit 
out of the trifling quantity of exportable pro- 
duce which forms the base of the nation’s 
trade, but no effort apparently has been, 
or is being made to increase the pro- 
duction of exportable commodities, or if 
made, encouraged by either the irterme- 
diate broker—the person who stands be- 
tween the eager foreign bayer and the 
equally eager Japanese seller—or by the 
government who, in defiance of the lessons of 
experionce, and ananimous public opinion, 
cling obstinately to monopolies and a purely 
obstructive policy. If statistics are referred 
to it will be found that the mean annual 
value of exports from 1868-1880 inclusive, 
is $21,600,000. Omitting 00,000 from the 
figures following, the export of 1868 was 
20.5; of 1872, 24.3, including 8.1 of rice now 
not exported at all; of 1876, 27.7, caused by 
the abnormal prices of raw silk; of 1878, 
26.3, including rice again 4.6; 1879, 27.3; 
and 1880, 27.6. The last two years include 
tea in quantity or value nearly 75 per cent. 
greater than the preceding years 1877 and 
1878; the only article showing material in- 
crease. These figares are most discouraging. 
Thirteen years of progress have resulted in 
aniucrease of 34.6 per cent. in the nominal 
value of exports; the sum per capita for 
the last year being 79 centa only. If the 
production of the quantity of exports 
in 1868 taxed the full energies of the 
people, the small gradual increase would be 
explained as due merely to the natural increase 
of population; but that is not the case, for 
it is absurd to assume that Japan, with 
her large population of able-bodied men not 
one-half of whom are employed, can turn out 
nothing more than she does now. The real 
painfal truth is, there is no stimulus, and 
production languishes. Japanese economists 
should look the matter fairly in the face, 
and, by comparing population and export in 
1868 with the same in 1880, ascertain for 
themselves the progress really made. To 
stand still in this age of enterprise is to 
recede, and all that can be said in favour 
of Japanese trade is, that it is, to all 
intents and purposes, ina state of stagna- 
tion: of progress there is none. 

We earnestly invite the attention of our 
Japanese readers to this deplorable condition 
of the nation’s commerce. Mercantile com- 
mittees have reported during late years large 
additions to surplus production; and cham- 
bers of commerce have congratulated each 
other upon this proof of progress. If their 
reports are true, where is the produce? Is 
the body of the people better supplied with 
necessaries than formerly? All evidences 
establish the opposite conclusion. Is .the 
surplus exported? The customs returns 
say decidedly that it is not. Then where is 
the surplus? The cry of adverse trade and 
drain of specie is well nigh at an end, 
and perhaps even the most sceptical 
Japanese will admit that, so far as 
foreign merchants are concerned, nothing 
could be more unsatisfactory than for them 
to be compelled to reside here to bay gold 
and silver. Such trade must ever be 

* one-sided and unprofitable, It is not 


money foreign merchants require, but com-|Japanese seamen, a few ooasting steamers 
modities; they are prepared te bay: any- officered almost solely by foreigners, and 
thing; and the reported large surplus/carrying, as aailors, a few Japanese deck 
crops of grain led to expectations that atjhands, are wholly inadequate. For what 
least rice, which has been largely, and, we/good purpose then, is a Japanese prevented 
assume from the extent of the trade, pro-|from chartering, for his own uses, the cheap- 
fitably exported by the government, would|est vessel he can obtain? 1u the considera- 
be in the market in such quantities, and at/tion of this question it will be well to discard 
such prices, as would lead up to an extensive|the specious arguments which lead up to the 
demand for all time to come. Where is the|assertion of that phantom termed “ Sovereign 
surplus rice? Ita great price prevents home|Rights": or at least to moet them with the 
consumption beyond the average; and this/assertion that the action by which Japan 
forces us to the conclusion that large quanti-|seeks to establish her sovereign rights is 
ties are stored. Rice or any other article, |similar to that of a beggar who loudly asserta 
gold included, with which the markets are|his independence of the people upon _whose 
aver-snpplied, is useless to the holder. Butjcharity he lives. The “sovereign rights 

the holder possesses the power to exchange|of Japan have never been questioned. If 
it for money, or for the same‘ thing, the her government persist in asserting them at 
goods he requires that money representa. If|the cost of the nation’s prosperity the mistake 
he neglects to do thie he simply locks up|is theirs. On them will the awfal respon- 
his capital where it is not only useless to the sibility rest. What infringement of sovereign 
world, but where it will gradually dis-jrights would treaty atipulations be providing 
appear in the ordinary course of des-|for the employment of foreign vessels by 
truction from decay and other natural|Japanese subjects under conditions for the 


canses. The argument applied to rice ap- 
plies to all other commodities; and the 
irresistible conclusion is, that Japan either 
prodaces nothing, or locks up what she pro- 
duces until it is destroyed. 

The practice of late years has been for 
enthusiastic writers to stimulate Japan by 
the example of the United States. If we do 
the same in the matter of exports, some start- 
ling facta will appear. Thos, in 1868 the 
value of domestic exports from the United 
States was $269.4; in 1880, 823.9; increase 
206 per cent. ; value of trade per capita, $16.48. 

Dissimilar in every other respect, there are 
still marked similarity and wide distinction 
in one section of the commercial policy of 
the United States and that of Japan. Both 
nations enjoy protective navigation laws 
which promise, in one case, to sweep the flag 
from the seas; and in the other, to prevent 
it from ever making its appearance there. 
With this the similarity ends and the dis- 
tinction begins, for the United States 
permits any vessel to carry away cargo 
from any of her ports to foreign coun- 
tries, which Japan does not do. None 
but Japanese-owned vessels may enter non- 
treaty porta; and as there are no Japanese- 
owned vessels there is no trade in those pro- 
ducts which cannot bear the cost of inter- 
mediate transport from the producing dis- 
trict to a port whence shipment abroad may 


be made. Therefore the trade of Ja is 
neceassrily confined to two or threo valuable 
staples; the operations in which are again 
limited by the actions of a gang of mono- 
poliats. ‘Herein lies the secret of the 
deplorable inaction which afSicts the Japan- 
ese people. Internal communication by road, 
rail, or canal, there is none; nor are any 
means existent to create it. External com- 
munication, safe, expeditious, and cheap, is 
denied. The reasons alleged for the close 
protection of the coast trade; that it would 
foster Japancse plopbsilding: that it would 
form a sehool for Japanese seamen to man 
future fleets; and other equally plausible 
pretexts for the continuance of the mono- 
poly which drags the country down, have 
been examined, tested by resulta, and 
blown to atoms. Wooden ships are 
fast giving way before iron. Tho former 
will, in a few years, be obsolete for rapid 
transport. Japan has no iron, She must, 
therefore, either build vessels of wood, which 
the rest of the world is discarding, or buy 
iron ships abroad, thereby protecting the 
foreign ship-builder at the expense of her 
‘own trading classes. As a school for 


control of those vessels specially embodi- 
ed in the convention, and enforceable as are 
the rest of the treaty conditions ? Such con- 
ceasion would at all events be a sensible asser- 
tion of rights, to which too much importance 
is attached ; the people would be provided 
with cheap conveyances in consequence ; and 
if only a dozen ships are thus chartered in a 
year there will be a distinct gain to the 
nation of the value of twelve cargoes that 
must otherwise be wasted ; and an equivalent 
stimulus will be given to labour. Benefit 
incalculable must follow reform of this 
character; and its not least valuable result 
will be that Japan will experience the trath 
of the axiom that they are best helped who 
help themselves. 

Not one of our native contemporaries 
will touch this subject. They are in the 
habit of regarding such comments as we 
now make in the light of an insolent 
interference on the part of foreigners whom 
the subject does not concern: and they 
infinitely prefer wrangling over trifles and 
technicalities, to boldly attacking the root 
of the evil which shows its inflaence 
throughout this land in poverty, individaal 
and national. The time has, however, 
arrived when the Japanese must be told 
plainly that foreigners are vitally interested in 
these questions. We look on with astonish- 
ment at the foolish freaks played alike by 
government and people. The former did not 
hesitate, on the eve of revision of the com- 
mercial treaties, to issue the kerosene notifi- 
cation, which if enforced would have dealt a 
serious blow at the commerce of a friendly 
power; yet the same government hesitates to 
interfere to stop the export of silk-eggs, a 
trade peculiarly disastrous to their own 
commerce, depriving the nation of the stimulus 
which forty millions of extra exports would 
offer, and benefiting a rival to a like extent. 
The people, on the other hand, organise combi- 
nations like the Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho, 
as though to injure their most profitable trade 
as much as lies in their power. These tricks 
are being played daily, disgusting even the 
warmest and most indiscriminate friends of 
the nation ; yet not one man is bold enough 
to out at the root, and remove the obstacles 
to the true progress of the people. 

Is it to go forth to the world that com- 
merce in Japsn is a delusion; and that the 
efforts of all are devoted to its diminution 
instead of its development? We ask be- 


cause the question is being raised in Europe, 
and the facts before us suggest an unfavour- 
able reply.—Sept. 24. 
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FREE COMMERCE VERSUS 
MONOPOLIES. 


Wes the combination, which has 

controlled for years the foreign trade 
of Japan, framed the articles of association 
of the Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho, the mem- 
bers little thought how prejudicial to their 
personal interests and beneficial to the country 
at large the result of their action would be. 
«* Pretending public good to serve their own,” 
these gentlemen have gone a step too far, 
and aroused a spirit of resistance that can- 
not be pacified until most if not all the 
glaring abuses which check the extension of 
commerce have been removed. 

Perhaps not the least objectionable enemy to 
commerce is the native press. That the press 
should be censured for boldly advocating the 
measures of its countrymen, would be unrea- 
sonable; nor should exception be taken to the 
strictures it chooses to make upon the actions 
of foreign resident merchants. In the ordinary 
course of events the misrepresentations of 
some of the vernacular papers might be per- 
mitted to pass; but a crisis has arisen in the 
commorcial relations of foreigners and natives 
which has been seized upon by the Ohoya 
Shinbun asa pretext for a violent outborst 
of spleen, developing itself in a series of 
rade, and utterly false and unworthy charges 
against foreign merchanta in particular, and 
foreign intercourse generally. Silence on our 
part, knowing that the Ohoya is read by 8 
considerable number of people, might be 
open to damaging misconstraction; and we 
therefore propose, once for all, to explain to 
the Choya, and all other journals which have 
betraye: their twast, who the persons sre 
whose interests they advocate with so much 
seal. 

The usuage of this journal in discussing 
events of interest to native aud foreigner 
alike, is to write in terms of courtesy, but 
in language intended to appeal to the judg- 
mont of men of reason. From this usuage we 
must now in some measure deviate, and, in 
dealing with the conductors of the native 
press, innke use of terms more suited to 


from the abnsea of foreigners is due to|from Japanese and foreigner alike. These 
our government too faithfully observing | are “our merchants,” whom the Choya and 
the imperfect treaties. Why should these | ite confréres ave undertaken to champion in 
conditions not be changed? Inexperienced | their insolent defiance of the limited privi- 
Japanese deliver their produce at the houses | leges granted by their own government to 
of the canning foreigner. There is therefore | foreign powers; and in doing so to hold 
no cause for surprise that such transactions | up tho foreign merchant to execration and 
should afford ample opportunity for the dis-| hatred as a monster with whom it is 
play of foreign impropriety and arbitrariness. | unsafe to have intercourse. It is a fact, 
Knowing this our merchants founded the| which we defy tho native press to dispute, 
Rengo Kiito Niadukarisho, and framed rules | that while this gang of monopolists illegally 
with the object of putting an end to exiating | interferes to limit trade intercourse, the 
abuses and recovering the right of equality | press assists their nefarious projects by 
in trade. All our countrymen who grieve|the circulation of unblushing libels on 
over the miserable condition of foreign trade | foreigners and their commerce. It is also 
should assist this undertaking. It is this|a fact, that the Rengo Kiito Niadzukari- 
association that foreign merchants, ignoring | sho, the Machigaisho, and a section of 
the fact that the canse of its establishment |the press, are the primary causes 
was their own arbitrariness, seek to overturn |of the evils which afflict the nation 
on the worthless pretext of no preliminary |and retard the development of its trade. 
consultation. They also lose sight of the | These twenty-six men, the majority of whom 
fact that the establishment having no selfish | spring from the lowest classes of society, 
object its promoters would gladly havo|form a controlling power superior to the 
consulted with foreigners prior to its forma-| only written law Japan possesses—the trea- 
tion, if thelatter had ever shown any considera- | ties of commerce : they dictate to all, recke 
tion for Japanese. ‘The true reason of foreign | less, so long as they can fill their own pockets, 
opposition is that the association is strong | whether the rest of tho people whom they 
enough to recover our lost commercial rights. look upon as their slaves continue in the 
It is reported that-certain foreigners have | abject poverty and ignorance from which they 
been offered silk by some Japancse who|can only be lifted by foreign commerce. 
are desirous of evading the rules of the| For these twenty-six does the native press 
association. Such men are devoid of all| prostitute its pages, betray the mase of ite 
sense of shame: foreigners may be justified | countrymen, and lower itself to the servile 
in their efforts to retain their grasp upon | drudgery of a tool in the hands of men who 
their extraordinary profits; but what shall| have no object but their personal interesta. 
be said of the Japanese who help them?” Not merely from the Rengo Kiito Niadzu- 
Thus the Okoya Shinbun, which writes of karisho do foreigners appeal. Abuse has 
“onr merchanta,” “our people,” nnd the] been heaped upon abuse, until amicable 
recovery of ‘our lost commercial nality.”| trade relations between foreigners and 
Who and what are “our merchants?” ‘Ihe | the twenty-six monopolista have become 
members of the Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho, impossible. If business is to be continued, 
twenty-siz in number, members algo of that| there must be radical reform; and the 
other equally pernicious institution, the Machi-| treaty stipulations carried out. Not to 
gaisho, which they farm from the local govern- the Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho do foreigners 
ment for anannual payment. This is the gang appeal. These monopolists are ignored. To the 
of monopolists who draw ® cordon round the | real producers and consumers, to the men of 
foreign settlement of Yokohama; who levy | reason and education, have foreigners resolved 
illegal imposts upon everything that passes in| to state their grievances. We are here, ani- 
and out; who, to enforce their demands, call| muted by the best desires to promote 
8 i in which ile in the aid of the police, and thus involve the the object dear to all — an extend led and 
their comprehension : eae tis nite vwked government in the levy of ‘ black mail;” who | prosperous commerce. For twenty years 
ed und ill-mannered child shou be exclude, at their sovereign will and pleasure, | have wo endenyoured to deal directly with 
and corrected. . . all Japanese desirous of doing a fair) you, and for a like period have wo been 
A Gtting text shall be the following abridg-|trade with foreigners without the interven- thwarted by tnese twenty-six persons who 
ed article from the Choya Shinbun of Sep-|tion of one or more members of this|claim to be your svle reprosentatives. 
tember 29th., the sense of the original being | gang; who profit on every article sold| Whatever benefit has accraed from the 
closely preserved :— to and bought from foreign merchants, small trade that has been done the coun- 
“From the commencement of foreign trade| yet bear not one jot of trade risk them-| try ia none the better for it, for the 
our merchants have been held in a state of | selves; who hamper and impede the growth whole has been absorbed by the twonty-six. 
abject submission to foreigners ; and in no|of commerce in order that they may retain | It is for you to say whether this shall go on. 
part of the country is the aggression of the whole of it in their hands, which could | The commercial treaties grant to you, equally 
the latter more remarkable than in Yoko-| not be were it to grow larger; who openly with ourselves, the right of free intercourse, 
lama. In many cases have these foreigners|set at defiance a most important clause in which these monopolista have no legal power 
roalised extraordinary profit by meaus of im-| the treaties of commerce, that which provides | whatever to interfere with. Their rales and 
»roper contracts arbitrarily enforced. Their|for free commercial intercourse between | regulations, the Machigaisho restrictions, all 
Teese in this respect has been chiefly due | foreigners and all classes of natives; who have | other obstacles to freedom of trade, you may 
to the advantages afforded them by their]exploited this trade for their personal bene- | treat with contempt and defiance. Deal 
stronghold of extra-territoriality ; bat much fit for so many years that they have come to with us directly, and form your judgments 
is duo to want of union among ourselves. | regard their infamous monopoly as a vested | upon results and personal observation. Bu 
Trade may be compared to a battle in which| right, which they flaunt in the fagea of all|o more led astray by the slanders of a 
expurience is the best general. Foreigners} men, including their own government; who venal press; bat come forward and act 
have bad long experience ; they have fought|are responsible for the stagnation of trade{ for yourselves. On your judgment we are 
many battles in other countries ; and they in- which is a standing reproach to the enter- content to rest our case; but we will no 
vaded our country certain of great and easy vic- | prise of the Japanese people. These are “our longer submit to the insolent dictation of the 
tory. ‘To encounter such a foe ; to putan end| merchants” to whom the Ohvya allades as| twenty-six monopolists ; nor will we recognise 
to his oppression, snd prevent him from en- | being deprived of their commercial righta by them in any way whatsoever. We appeal to 
crossing improper profit, our merchants must | the cunning and arbitrary foreigner. These the people to further their own commerce, to 
Fonndun these tactics which result merely in ople who form an insurmountable obsta-| confer upon their country the inestimable 
the acquisition of small profits on the spot, and cle to all progress ; who, to gratify their] blessings of trade, and to declare how much 
unite for the purpose of securing remote but insatiable greed, are resolved to sacrifice longer the twenty-six monopolista shall be 
large benefits. By onion alone can foreigners|the entire country sooner than forego | permitted to usurp every advantage of foreign 
be compelled to yield to our demands. one of their usurped powers, or & frac- | commercial intercourse. 
The long suffering of our merchanta!tion of the illegitimate profits they extort These few words we commend to the 
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serious attention of the native press. Tho 
object of the twenty-six Japanese mer- 
chants is to make enormous profits out of a 
small trade, utterly indifferent to the conse- 
uences to the nation; and what is the result? 
commerce so small that any one foreign 
house in Yokohama could conduct the whole 
of it with ease. The country is deprived of all 
stimulus to production. The government are 
plunged into inextricable financial difficultios. 
The people are angry and fretful, deploring 
the condition of their trade yet ignorant of 
the true causes of its depression. Abroad, the 
conviction is fast spreading that the progress 
claimed for Japan is a delusion. That her 
foreign trade, by which national progress can 
best be judged, is a mockery. That her claim 
to admission into the rank of powers influen- 
cing the well-being of the world has no 
foundation. And, finally, that a nation so 
favourably situated, and endowed with every 
facility for the promotion of commerce, is a 
social, political, and commercial failure. The 
country is injured, government credit at the 
lowest ebb, the people dissatisfied, the na- 
tion's reputation declining ; all these wrongs 
are inflicted and borne in order that twenty- 
six monopolists may profit. 

These unwelcome truths we earnestly com- 
mend to the native press; in the belief we 
should be sorry to wholly renounce that some 
spark of courage remains to animate an inves- 
tigation into the merits of the respective claims 
of Foreign Commerce and the Twenty-Six 
Japanese Monopolists to popular admiration. 
— Oct. 1. 


SIR E. J. REED'S POLICEMAN 
DISSEOTED. 


NGULISH travellers no doubt consider 
themselves to be keen and intelligent 
observers of all they see and experience in 
foreign countries during their voluntary or 
enforced wanderings. This idea is calculat- 
ed to lend many of them into the serious 
error of mistaking impressions for facts. 
Take s very common instance. A gentle- 
man, or 8 lady and gentleman, pay a flying 
visit of a month or two's duration to China 
or Japan, “doing” all the places of interest 
which lie in their route by the aid of a guide 
book, or with the assistance of a native who may 
not be over exact on the score of truth, and 
whose main object is to levy as mach “ black 
mail" as he poasihly can out of the distin- 
guished, bat perhaps rather verdant, tourists 
who swallow his romances as thongh they 
were gospel truth. The ‘galled’ ones return 
home by an early mail steamer, write a book 
with all convenient or inconvenient speed, 
give it some high-sounding, sensational title 
which is likely to take amongst a confiding 
public and awake one morning to find them- 
selves famous. The book may or may not 
“sell” as rapidly as the author or authors 
could wish, but there is not the slightest doubt 
that its readers are very considerably “ sold,” 
if they are green enough to imagine that 
correct and accurate information of a foreign 
country can be picked up in a month or two, 
or even in the same number of years. Many 
of this class of books, which have been rather 
too plentiful of late years, are no doubt 
published from pardonable motives of vanity, 
rather than from any actaal intention tu de- 
ceive on the part of the writers. But this 
excase, unfortunately cannot be pleaded in 
defence of all of them, and most certainly not 
in the case of Sir E. J. Reev’s bulky volames 
on Japan. The most casual reader cannot 
fail to perceive that they are both mischievous 


and misleading—misleading from the very|a non-intervention policy. 


incomplete and unreliable information they 
contain on many points of interest ; and mis- 
chievous from the unworthy objects the writer 
manifestly had in view. Those who will take 
the trouble to read between the lines will 
discover that his chief aims were to sneer at 
Sir Harry Parkes, to applaud that ‘able 
officer of the Crown” Sir Joun Pore Hen- 
nEssy whom the British government sent to 
Hongkong, but whom the inbabitante of that 
colony. who have the misfortune to be Eng- 
lish and not Chinese would gladly ‘send 
farther to fare worse,” and to heap the 
most fulsome, sickening flattery upon Japa- 
nese officials and institutions. Mr. Oxuma is 
a “Japanese Gladstone” and the Japanese 
police are—well as we are going to take 
his remarks on those brave guardians of 
the peace as the text of our discourse we will 
take the trouble to transcribe them :— 


“* Kighteen thousand picked men have been 
“drilled into a body which is now everywhere 
“remarkable throughout Japan—remarkable 
“for the good appearance (in European cos- 
“tume) of the men, their orderly demeanour 
‘and the judgment with which they interpose 
“ where necessary. They possess in no small 
“ degree the confidence of the people, who 
“regard them as at once their protectors from 
“ disturbance and their authorised officers in 
“all cases of irregularity and disorder. It is 
“quite astonishing to observe the influence 
“which these police exert.” 

Could a more misleading paragraph be 
possibly committed to paper? Brief as Sir 
Epwarb Rezp’s visit to Japan may have been, 
he must have known that in thus describing 
the police he was advancing a statement which 
(to put it mildly) is not ia accordance with 
facts. 


It is an established maxim all the world 
over that if a good article is required it must 
be paid for at a good price. A reference to 
the rates of police wages published in our 
issue of the 15th, August last will show that 
the monthly salaries received by these “‘ myr- 
midona of the law” range from a mazimum 
of 10 yen to seniors to a minimum of 4 yen 
to fourth class constables. We expressed 
our opinion very strongly at the time a8 
to the class of men likely to be obtain- 
ed for these sums and numerous subee- 
quent depredations have more than justified 
the estimation we formed of this ‘‘ romarka- 
ble” body of men. ‘Remarkable for 
their good appearance in European cos- 
tame” are they Sir Edward? Well, you 
know, opinions may differ and there is no 
possibility of accounting for tastes; bat in 
our hamble opinion a more slovenly, sleepy 
set of men could scarcely be met with than 
the Japanese representative of the London 
“bobby.” Sir Edward seemed to be rather dubi- 
ous about the “Huropean costume” for he took 
the precaution to enclose the words in 
parenthesis. The clothes seem to be made- 
by contract without any reference to the size 
of tho wearers and, as a nataral consequence, 
they are eithes too close fitting or else they “ fit 
too much.” “ The judgment with which they 
interpose &e.” is another virtue with which 
Sir Epwarp Resp credits this noble army of 
“eighteen thousand picked men.” For once 
wo agree with the quondam guest of the 
“cosmopolitan table” presided over by the 
“most excellent governor” before whom 
the Iongkong Telegraph loves to cringe and 
grovel, “Discretion is the better part 
of valour” and it is well known, both 
in Yokoliama and Nagasaki that tho Japan- 
ese police are wonderfally discreet—in the 


matter of interference; theirs is decidedly. Import 


Their “ judg- 
ment” very frequently induces thom to beat 
a hasty retreat if, by any chance, temerity 
should lead them to interpose in an attempt 
at robbery ; the depredators whom they longed 
to arrest prove too many for them; a race 
ensuer, the bold P. C. comes in first with the 
unapprehended prisoner or prisoners a bad 
second. 

“They possess in no small degree the 
confidence of the people.” What peoplo 
may we ask? If their own  country- 
men are meant by “tho people” signs 
of confidence either are decidedly want-— 
ing or elae are far too microscopic for 
our limited vision, Recent events go far 
to prove that either the criminal section of 
“the people” are not afraid of the police or 
else are eminently successful in bribing thera 
to “let well alone.” It is morally certain 
that foreign residents place no confidence in 
them whatever, but on the contrary regard 
them with mistrast and suspicion; with 
mistrust because they well know they will 
look in vain to them for protection, and with 
suspicion because their appearance excites an 
uncomfortable feeling that they are so 
many spies hired by their government to 
watch and secretly report the actions of 
foreigners. 

We have spoken plainly and strongly 
becauso the occasion demands it. It is 
always a difficult matter for the rulers of 
Japan to hear the trath. Tbe native press, 
being under censorship, dare not express 
their thoughts, and subsidized foreign journals 
cannot afford to. We however, have no 
occasion to mince matters and therefore we 
have no hesitation in telling the Japanese gov- 
ernment that their body of “eighteen thonsaud 
picked mou”is worse than useless and thatthe 
sooner it is re-organized the better it will be 
for all concerned. The present rates of pay 
should be increased as they are insufficient to 
induce any man worth having to join the 
force; probably nine-tenths of those who at 
present compose it are simply in the ranks 
because all other means of existence are 
denied to them and we all know that the 
rag-tag-and-bobtail of humanity are not 
calculated to make eithér good policemen or 
good citizens. 

In addition to better pay, stricter discipline, 
and more complete organization is absolutely 
indispensable; and until the government take 
steps to place the police on a very different 
footing than that on which it has hitherto 
stood, robberies and depredations of all kinds 
will continue to abound and the complaints 
of foreigners will always be bitter, loud- 
toned, and only too well-founded.— Oct. 4. 


_ Tue following report of exports and im- 
ports for July and August last, is published 
by the customs burean :— 


Jutr. 
Exports ..- Yen 2,375,868 
Imports +» 2,892,417 
Excess of imports «Yen 16,553 
Export of specie & ballion .,.Yen 303,543 
Imports ” ” ” 23,168 
August. 
Exports ..- Yen 2,310,284 
Imports « » 8,040,864 


—_—_. 


--Yen 780,030 


ee¥en 375,375 
22,004 


Excess of imports ... 


Export of specie & bullion 
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Adiscellancons Articles. 


VITAL STATISTICS IN JAPAN. 


T must be a matter of great regret to the 

director of the Central Sanitary Burean, 

Dr. Nagayo, the industrious compiler of these 

statistics, to be the author of a work contain- 

ing so much information and yet so barren 

in trustworthy results as to the causes and 
prevention of disease. 

It is of fundamental importance that 
statistical facts should be drawn from a cor- 
rect basis and judiciously compared, or they 
may be an abundant source of error and 
confusion. Their whole object and purpose 
is to ascertain the causes militating against 
health and vitality, and unless adequate and 
exact they only mislead. 

The division of statistics of any disease 
into age-periods without an accompanying 
statement of the existing population at those 
periods, may indeed tell the native physician 
what diseases he may chiefly expect to meet 
with at those ages, but beyond this, as to 
giving the relative danger to the nation at 
those several ages, they are not only value- 
less but may lead to error. The ab- 
sence of this preclades us from drawing. 
any valunble inferences as to the impor- 
tant factors of age and occupation from 
tables 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8,9, 10,11 and 15 
If this were supplied they would, if correct, 
give detailed information as to tho mor- 
tality at various ages from different groups 
of diseases, and the way in which various 
occupations modify this mortality. 

The first three tables deal with the mortal- 
ity of Japan during the two years, 1878-79 
and 1879-80. 

In the year 1878-79, 442,844 persons died : 
in the year 1879-80, 526,722. This isa ratio 
per 100, of 13.47 and 17.01 in these years 
respectively. But the estimate of the popula- 
tion is based on calculations made for Janu- 
ary, 1879, so that, while the first ratio may be 
taken as fairly correct, the second is too high ; 
how much so wo have no means of judging 
as the calculations of population are not 
given. 

To take the year 1878-79, tables No. 1-4 
and No. 3-a tell us, that out of the above 
4A2,844 deaths, a little more than a fifth 
(20.58 per cent.) were caused by disoases of 
the digestive orgaus. The two headings “dis- 
eases of children” and ‘constitutional dis- 
eases” also mean in great part diseases of the 
digestive organs, either from improper feeding 
or inflammation of those organs on the one 
hand, or states of system wholly or partially 
due to those diseases on the other, so that 
an ancertain, but undonbtedly no small part 
of the combined mortality under these two 
headings must be referred to diseases of the 
digestive organs. This combined mortality 
amounts to 77,982, which is above 17 per 
cent. more. It is clear then of what primary 
importance it must be to trace these diseases 
to their canses and to remove them. 

Table No. 3a. is concerned with the rela- 
tion between the occupations of the before- 
mentioned 442,844 persons and their mor- 
tality. Of these 86,933 must be dismissed 
under the vague heading ‘miscellaneous 
occupations. Of the remaining 355,911 


deaths :— 


(1)Statistical Tables of Birth, Marriages, Deaths, 
&c., &c. Exhibited at the Second National Indus- 


trial Exhibition, Tokio, 1881. 


287,686 ... . were farmers. 
42,700 ... » merchants. 
19,942 ... » artisans. 
5,633 ... » ” labourers. 


As before stated the total number of far- 
mers &. amongst whom thesedeaths occurred 
is not given, and it is therefore impossible to 
say what ratio per thousand of each occupa- 
tion this mortality represents, and conse- 
quently what the relative expectation of life 
in each occupation per se, is, but the diseases 
by which each is chiefly endangered may be 
pointed out in a tabular form, thus, the num- 
bers showing the ratio per thousand deaths, t.e. 
the relative importance of the death causes. 


aiagq, ab dy § ab 
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Farmers...... 208 154 159 139 132 118 14 
Merchants... 197 174 123 166 143 106 21 
Artisans...... 202 165 125 174 134 103 21 
Labourers... 199 151 120 155 172 10) 20 


In this list farmers show the least relative 
mortality from infectious diseases and from 
those of the respiratory and circulatory or- 
gans, and the highest from diseases of the 
digestive organs, the diseases of children, and 
constitutional diseases. The merchants show 
the least relative mortality from disenses of 
the digestive organs, and the greatest from 
diseases of the nervous system and circulatory 
organs. The artisuns show the highest rela- 
tive mortality from diseases of the respiratory 
organs. The labourers show the least relative 
mortality from diseases of the nervous systom, 
constitutional diseases, and diseases of child- 
ren, and the highest from infectious diseases. 


Table No. 3-8 is a similar table for the 
period July 1st, 1879, to Jane 30th, 1880. 


Table No. 4 gives the monthly prevalence 
of ‘certain infectious or contagious discases 
(cholera excepted) during the year 1879-80, 
from which we learn that typhoid fever is 
most prevalent in the warm weather, reaching 
its' highest point in August, and lenst pre- 
valpnt in the months of March and December : 
that dysentery follows a very similar course. 
Diptheria was most frequent in April and at 
ite llowest in December : typhus fever at ite 
highest in August, and its lowest in February, 
whilst small-pox was at its highest in April 
and its lowest in August and September. 
August is the month with the highest mor- 
tality from infectious diseases, and December 
that with the lowest, bat if we except small- 
pox as well as cholera then April stands out 
as pre-eminently the month of least mortality 
from infections diseases. 

Table No. 5 which applies to the period 
July 1st 1879 to June 30th 1880, during the 
first half of which time cholera prevailed, 
gives the relative share that cholera, typhoid 
fever, dysentery, diptheria, and typhus fever 
took in the mortality of that time as compared 
with each other, when they were in the order 
named, cholera alone, however, accounting for 
159,722 deaths out of 179,970. The liability 
to these diseases of different occupations can- 
not be inferred with safety, as the ratio of the 
mortality to the population in each occ.pa- 
tion is not given. 

All that can snfcly be inferred from tables 
6 to 10 inclusive, is the relative prevalence in 
different provinces, of cholera, typhoid fever,, 
dysentery, diptheria, and typhas fever, and 
the various death-rates caused by . them. 
Some of the more noteworthy figares are 
given below. 
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Table 6 is imperfectly worked ont. Hav- 
ing beguu by dividing the cases of cholera 
into trae and apparent, and carrying out this 
distinction in the columns showing sexes, 
deaths, and recoveries, it is omitted in that 
devoted to tho ratio per 1000 attacked, s 
point of great importance. 

Perhaps, however, we cannot place much 
confidence in the distinction, as the differ- 
ence in the death rate between the t wo varies 
greatly in the returns from the different 
Fa and Ken, and in one case the mortality 
from the “ true” is 50.20 per cent. while that 
from the “apparent” is 60.06 per cent! 


Table 8 shows a great differenco in the 
character of the disease (dysentery) in dif- 
ferent localities. In Table 9, Tochigi-ken 
shows the grentest prevalence of diptheria, 
but the lowest death rate. Either a very 


mild form of disease occurred or other cases 
were included besides diptheria proper; this 
woald seem to require investigation. Curi- 
ously enough the same fact appears in Table 
9 (typhus fever) aud in the same ken. 

Some account of the various conditions in 
each ken, as to soil, site, climate, &c. woald be 
a usoful accompaniment to these tables, and a 
would assist in traciug the origin and spread 
of the various outbreaks of infectious disease, 
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In table 11 (small-pox) we have again to 
regret the absence of the numbers of the 
population at each age-period, without which 
the proportion of those attacked by this dis- 
ease in regard to age, is left in uncertainty. 
The chief point of interest in this table, 
though not explicitly set forth is that, while 
the total mortality from small-pox is nearly 
27 per ceut., that among the unvaccinated is 
about 32 per cent., whilst amongst the vac- 
cinated it only reaches 11 percent. It would 
have been well to set forth this clear inference 
from the table plainly, as it is one of great 
importance. In this table we miss the colamn 
giving the ratio per 1000, though as it is 
given in the other tables for the same locali- 
ties it is difficult to understand why it should 
not be worked out for a disease of such 
serious character as small-pox, though for- 
tunately it is not nearly so prevalent as 
formerly. 

Tables 124. and 12s. are merely recor.'s of 
the vaccinations, successful and nusuccessfal, 
performed in the several fu or ken from July 
Ast, 1878 to June 30th, 1880, but incomplete, 
some being only for the half year January lst 
to June 30th 1879. Owing to the absence of 
a colamn representing the respective popula- 
tions of the districts in which the vaccinations 
occarred, no information is given as to the 
per centage of protected persons in each dis- 
trict, 8 matter which is of moment in connec- 
tion with a possible fresh ontbreak of the 
disease in an epidemic form.—Sept. 24. 


Reviews. 


ROOKY MOUNTAIN HEALTH 
RESORTS.* 


A Maes above is the title of n work specified 

in a foot-note below published by 
Messrs. Houghton Mifflin & Co. of Boston. 
The writer, who has already published one 
or two pamphlets on the same subject, ap- 
pears to have made pulmonary diseases his 
especial study and may therefore be consider- 
ed, to some extent, an anthority on a class 
of ailments which have always been con- 
sidered to be more or less incurable. 

Dr. Denison commences his task by fur- 
nishing some interesting and rather startling 
statistics on the prevalence of consumption | 
in America and other parts of the world. 
His tables, which display great caro and 
research, are said to have been compiled from 
the returns of the principal Life Assurance 
Companies and may therefore be considered 
reliable. He says with reference to America:— 

“ Onur interest is particularly centred in 
“ the ratio of deaths from palmonary disease 
“among adalts, as it is among them that 
“the mortality mainly occurs. Allowing for 
“the mortality in youth and childhood, 
“ which covers nearly half of all the deaths, 
“ the ratio of deaths from consumption among 
“ adults is nearly doublud. This reckoning 
“adds weight to the significant fact that, 
“according to the last census, about four- 
“teen per cent of all deaths in the United 
“ States are from consumption, while in 
“some considerable districts (as New Eng- 
“land States New Brunswick, Nova Scotin, 
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“ Newfoundland, and Canada), densely popu- 
“lated cities (as New York), and low coun- 
“tries bordering upon rivers, it is over 
“ twenty per cent. of the total mortality.” 

“ Tt is estimated that of every ten thousand 
‘ persons in the United States thirty-five die 
“annually of consumption. According to 
“ Lombard, the mortslity from this disease 
“is twelve per cent. in England and Scot- 
“ land, and eleven per cent. in France; while 
“ daring the years 1858 and 1859 it amoant- 
“ed to nearly one-fifth of the mortality from 
“all causes in Russia; and in the English 
“army in garrison the mortality reaches the 
“extraordinary proportion of forty-six per 
« eent.” 


This last assertion, with all due deference 
to the learned anthor, we certainly think 
ought to be taken cum grano salis, that is, 
jodging from the annual blue books of the 
army medical department which we have 
had an opportunity of perusing for many 
years past. It is quite certain however, that 
a great many cases of chest affections have 
been brought on or aggravated by the knap- 
sack formerly worn by the British in- 
fantry but which has at length been 
consigned to the litabo of the past in 
company with the leather stocks and brown 
bess of the much boasted days of Wellington 
and Waterloo. Let us however, return to 
Dr. Denison and his interesting little book. 

Want of space prevents us from giving 
the author's tables in extenso which we much 
regret. We have however, eliminated the 
following figures from them which will tend 
to show their gist. The number of deaths 
from consumption for each group of ten 
years in the experience of two life insurance 
companies stands as follows :— 


Number Dring From Con- 


Agg at Deata SUMPTION. 


IN DECENNIAL [National Life) 


Insurance Co. Matual Life 


Insurance Co. 


PERIODS. (ten years ex-| 
perience.) lof New York. 

20 to 29 years 28 181 
30 to 39g, 55 401 
40to49 ,, 29 296 
50 to 59, 18 113 
60 to 69 ,, 5 83 
70to79 at 7 

_Total........ 135, 1,031 


To those numbers Dr. Denison adds :— 


“Estimating each policy at $2,000, which 
“ia nbout the average, here is the startling 
“ filot that these companies have paid out 
“over $2,000,000 in losses by this disease 
“alone; an amount which represents nearly 
“one fifth of all their losses sustained by 
‘© death.” 

Table ITI., showing the mortality from 
consamption in the adult male population 
of the United States, arranged in decennial 
periods of life from the U. S. census 1870, 
gives the following results :— 


I 
Age in Decen-|) |. 


nial Periods. sumption in 

States. *]10,000 liv’g. 
20 to 29 years | 3.31,617/ 23 
30 to 39, 2,452,199) 27 
0to49 ,, 1,829,599) 27 
50to 59 ,, 1,209,855) 31 
60to69 ,, 658,153) 6 
70to79 oy 7 
80 to 89 111 


To the foregoing the following remarks 
are appended :— 


“We have here more extensive, though 
“less accurately tabniated results, drawn 
“from the ravages of consumption among 
“the adult male population of the United 
“* States.” 


“Taking into consideration the many in- 
“accuracies in theso national statistica,— 
“due to the exclusion of women and child. 
“yen, and not including many deaths fairly 
“ to be attributed to this cauase—we are justi- 
“ fied in assuming that nearly 100,000 deaths 
“annually occur in the United States by 
“ this disease.” 


In advocating the claims of high altitude 
as health resorta for consumptive patients, 
Dr. Denison argues clearly forcibly and 
fairly and, though not dictatorially, with a 
degree of confidence which slfows that he 
has given the subject his especial study and 
attention. The medical profession both here 
and elsewhcre may feel compelled to differ 
from him in opinion, bat they will certainly 
accord to his remarks that amount of defe- 
rence and respect which is certainly their due. 

Most consumptive patients are apt to fall 
into sedentary habits and are perhaps fre- 
quently rather too mach encouraged in so 
doing by their medical attendants. Dr. 
Denison adopts a different course altogether 
and recommends active, healthy exercise com- 
bined with what be is pleased to call ‘“ Pal- 
monary Gymnastics.” As this style of athle- 
tics may be probably somewhat new to our 
readers, we venture to give the modus 
operandi in the author's own words :— 


“The healthful activity of the langs, which 
“our ideal climate should insure, may be 
“ daily stimulated by the health-lift, or some- 
“thing similar to it, by which the respired 
“ air is sent to the extreme parts of the lunga 
“and the blood makes a complete circuit of 
“the terminal arteries and veins. Or a 
“ gymnastic experiment may be tried with 
“ benefit to simply weak lungs. It consists 
“in slowly inhaling the fresh oat-door air, 
“ night and morning to the full capacity of 
“the unrestricted chest, and while the air 
“is retainod, such gyrations of the arms and 
“ trank should be practised as will thorough- 
“ly distribute it to all parts of the lungs. 
es Quick thrasts of the acms upward, forward, 
“ downward, and outward, are practised by 
“gome; bat the slow and largest possible 
“circles made with the hands at the sides, 
“ moved forward, or backward and upward, 
“aeem to be equally effective. The daily 
“ practice also of dashing cold water upon 
“the chest and arms, followed by a vigor- 
“ ous rubbing with a course, crash towel, is 
“ frequently of the greatest benefit. If this 
“ rude imitation of, or the shower-bath itself 
“is not uscd—which is preferably stimulat- 
“ing to the skin and capillary circulation 
“according to the force of the current of 
“* water—then quick, cold sponging followed 
“by the rubbing, should be daily practised.” 

“ An excellent system of habitual gymnas- 
‘tics, which in some of its phases may be 
‘‘gnited to almost any condition of chronic 


Yo. |: lung disease, is the following: First: From 


“ four to eight times a day—especially upon 
“ rising in the morning or retiring at night— 
“walk into the corner of the room with the 
“arms outstretched, the palms of the hands 
“being against the two walls, qaite as high 
“as the shoulders, and breathe several times 
“in that position. This can be repeatedly 
*¢ practised at one trial, and then the process 
“ean be rendered desirably more difficult 
“by standing two or three feet from the 
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The following is an addendum to the origi- 
nal resolution :— 

We, the undersigned, hereby declare that 
although our names are not amongat the 
signatories to the silk-buying declaration we 
nevertheless will do all in our power to de- 
feat the combination of the Japanese dealers 
for the purpose of en forcing inspection, 
weighing, and payment for silk in the native 
town. 


The chairman stated that, after ¢he meet- 
ing held at the German Club on Tuesday 
last, signatures had been obtained from the 
greater part of the silk buyers in Yokohama 
to an agreement binding themselves to ab- 
stain from purchasing throagh the Rengo 
Kiito Ni Adzakarisho. The present meeting 
was called to consider what farther steps 
should be taken, and he asked those who had 
summoned it to state what they had to 
suggest. 

Mr. Thomas then proposed and Mr. Bavier 
seconded ;— 

“That the agreement be printed in Ja- 
panese, with all the signatures attached, and 
circulated amongst the silk dealers in Yoko- 
hama: that it be sent to Fu and Ken, and 
generally be distributed throughout the coun- 
try: also that a meeting of the signatories 
to the agreement be called this day week, 
ot the same honr and place, to consider what 
further steps aro necessary.” 

This resolution was put to the meeting 
and carried unanimously. 

The chairman then read a copy of the letter 
he had addressed to the Rengo Kiito Ni Adzu- 
karisho on the preceding day, in accordance 
with the resolution passed at the meeting 
held in the German Club on the 20th instant. 

This letter recoived the cordial approval 
of the meeting. 

On the proposition of Mr. Walsh, a vote of 
thanks was passed to the members of the 
German Club for the nso of their room on 
Tuesday evening last, which the chairman 
undertook to communicate. 

‘After some farther discussion and a vote 
of thanks to the chairman the meeting ad- 
journed. 

The following is the agreomout, with the 
signatures thereto :— 

We, the undersigned, hereby declare that 
wo refuse to buy silk on the improper and 
arbitrary terms laid down by the Rengo 
Kiito Niadzakarisho in their recent notifica- 
tion. 


(Signed) Bavicr & Co. 


“corner and letting the chest forward into 
“ it as before, long breaths being taken while 
“ the chest is thus expanded. Second: This 
“ exercise may be still increased as follows : 
“bending forward support the trank by 
“the hands upon the seats of two chairs 
“about two feet apart, and straighten the 
“ body, with only the toes touching the floor, 
“ meanwhile breathing in that strained posi- 
“tion. The agency of the fixed shoulders 
“and muscles in expanding the apices of the 
“lungs is apparent to everyone, who under- 
“stands their relation to respiration, and 
“can be easily demonstrated by trying the 
“* experiment.” 

Our taska draws to its close. We would 
gladly give a more extended notice of this 
ably written work had it beon in our 
power todo so. As we have already. hinted, 
members of the medical profession alone can 
rightly appreciate the arguments advanced 
by Dr. Denison. Regarding the book from 
an ontside point of view, we can only say 
that it abounds with curious and interesting 
information always acceptable to the general 
reader. In many passages the author has 
shown himself to be possessed of descriptive 
powers far above the average and his style 
of writing is at all times easy and graceful. 
An ingenious climate map of the eastern slope 
of the Rocky Mountains is deserving of 
special notice. We can safely commend Dr. 
Denison’s book to the favorable consideration 
of the sons of Galen amongst whom we trust 
it will have & wide circulation. 


per pro. JARDINE, MaTHESON & Co. 


W. B. Watter. 
W. M. Srracuan & Co. 


SPECIAL SERVIOE AT THE UNION 
OHUROH. 


A SPECIAL funeral service was held at the 

Union Church at-11 a.m,, on Sunday 
the 25th. instant, in commemoration of the 
death of the late President Garfield. 

Long before the appointed hour the congrega- 
tion began to assemble and by about 10 50 
am. the church was well filled. Amongst 
those present we observed the Hon. John 
A. Bingham, JU. 8. Minister at Tokio, Consul 
General Van Buren, Admiral Clitz and staff, 
most of the leading American residents, 
and aconsiderable sprinkling of other nation- 
alities. The officers and crew of the U.S. 
corvette Monocacy were also numerously 
represented. ‘The porch-way and the pulpit 
were draped in black, and a great many who 
were present were dressed in deep mourning. 
At the enst end of the building were the words 
“@od Reigns” neatly and tastefully worked 
in cypress. 

The Rev. J. L. Ammerman of Tokio opened 
the service by reading Pe. 90, “* Lord thou 
hast been our dwelling place” &c.; then fol- 
lowed Ps. 93, 96, 97, and 99, alternate verses 
being taken by the minister and congregation. 
The leseons were from Hab. Il. v. 1—4, 8— 
14, and Joel II. v, 1—2, 12—18, 21—32. 
After the reading of Scripture, Hymn 74, 
“God moves in a mysterious way,” Was sung. 


STATE VITICULTUKAL COMMISSION.* 
I have been favored with a copy of 

the pamphlet specified below. ‘The 

subject possesses little interest to the general 
public here; we therefore refrain from enter- 
ing into details which are likely to be skipped 
by the majority of readers. Those how- 
ever, who are experienced in the cultivation 
of the vine will find much to amuse as well as 
to instruct in the voluminous report now ly- 
ing before us. Three lectures on the “ Phyl- 


loxera,” on the “ Caring of Raisins in S| ain”? a Thomas & Co. 

and on the “ Maintenance of our Vineyards’ iy Siber & Brennwald. The bates ue Belles (ho aleo meas oe 
will well repay perusal. The entire volame i Wilkin & Robison. ee) t ie re} a re Di nh miete? : 
affords abundant proof, to those who will + Walsh, Hall & Co. s behelf aris ne Li i ] vine ape “~ 
take the trouble to read it through, that the * John Middleton. aaa q 4s sea crthaie eek yas fer ts 
Stato of California may yet prove a formid- ry Mollison, Fraser & Co. ba sae fi LH ne reside nt and Cabinet, 
ale rival to the vine-producing countries ip Ziegler & Co. cea for all plea ar Ce Auetice in all 
Cee ese ” E, Whittall. parts of the world, He prayed also for the 


Findlay, Richardson '& Co. 
Mourilyan, Heimann & Co. 
Fraser, Farley & Co. 
Smith, Baker & Co. 
Schoene & Mottu. 
Kingdon, Schwabe & Co. 
Pan! Heinemann & Co. 
Sieber- Waser. 


blessing of heaven upon all rulers and poten- 
tates (mentioning many of them by name) as 
well as upon labourers in the mission field, that 
through them, heathen nations might be 
brought to a knowledge of the one true God. 
The Hymn before the sermon was No, 94, 
“ Keep silence all created things.” 

The rev. gentleman took for, hie text, Joel 


® First Annual Report of the Board of State Viticul- 
tural Commissions. Second Edition—Revised. Sacra- 
mento: State Office: J. D. Young Supt. State 
Printing. 1881. 


a eee oe Cc IL. v, 2, “A day of darkness and of gloami- 
ILK 'PRADF. " GQuaeek Gee ness, a day of clouds and of thick darkness, 
8 BADE as renee = as the morning spread upon the mountains : 


Dell'Oro & Co. 
C. Mies & Co. 
Adolphe Schultze. 


Minotos of a meting held at tho rooms of 
the Yokohama General Chamber of Com- 


a great people and a strong 5 there hath not been 
ever the like, neither shall be any more after it, 
even to the years of many generations,” 


IBY on Tharsday, the 22nd September ”» Ser The preacher commence. d by snying that these 
Pp. 3 oe 2 + Cc. Guissani words ultered by the prophet Jorl eight hundred 
resent:—Messrs. Wilkin, Kingdon, T. ” Fr Vivanti ‘i years before Our Saviour’s advent as descriptive 


of God's terrible judgments upon His chosen 
land and people he felt were applicable, at 
least by nccommodation, to the circumstances 
that enshrouded a great and free people on that 
day in an almost impenetrable gloom, Four 
Sabbaths, within a period of a little over twelve 
months, have been memorable days in the 
pulpits and churches of the greater part of the 
American peoples The frst was in the mide, 


Walsh, Schultze, Mollison, Taylor, Heine- 
mann, Heimann, Bavier, Illies, Merian, Zieg- 
ler, Ludwig, Fobes, Schaal, Dourille, Har- 
mand, Grdsser, Granwald, Giussani, John- 
stone, Abegg, Mottu, Biagidhi, Scheidt, 
Leysner, Vivanti, Marians, Thomas, and 
Gribble. : 

Mr. Wilkin was asked to take the o'nir, 


pad Mr. Gribble to aot as secretary, 


H. C. Morf & Co. 

China & Japan Trading Co. 
B. Gillet. 

Hecht Lilienthal & Co. 
Geo. H. Allcock. 

F. Scheidt. 

Frazar & Co. 


Yokohama, tho 21st September, 1881. 
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of the hostile and almost helpless strife of the 
republican convention for the nomination of » 
candidate for the Presidency. Party lines 
were drawn tightly; the delegates pledged to 
their favourite nominees showed no signs of 
concession, when lo! after that Sabbath day’s 
rest, that Sabbath day’s prayers and entreaties 
to Almighty God for his intervention, a new 
candidate was announced, and to the astonish- 
ment of all men, and most of all to the candidate 
himeelf, he was unanimously nominated. This 
was a result that filled all good men’s hearts 
with praise to God when they knew that candi- 
date was none other than James A. Garfield, a 
man of tried character as a Christian as well as 
a statesman. This was aday of rejoicing indeed. 
A similar day of joy and gladness was that 
Sabbath that followed the announcement of 
the election of the man of their choice in a 
canvass of unwonted spirit and party rivalry. 
These signal interpositions of Providence were 
not lost sight of by all good men, and 
by men of all parties. Political opponents 
even felicitated themselves and the coun- 
try on the result. A most happy and a 
most gracious issue of a great political strug- 
gle. The integrity of the man thus chosen 
was, however, soon put to the severest test, 
even to the alienation of the leaders of the 
party he represented, and that led to much of 
that speaking evil of the ruler of the people 
that bore ite legitimate fruit, as it did 
but four terms previously, in a dastardly 
attempt upon the Chief Executive's life. The 
third of July, the Sabbath that followed that 
fatal shot was such a day of darkness as the 
nation had never known, not even excepting 
the 16th. April 1865, the day that announced 
the death of the “ Martyred President.” That 
was in a time of. distress and perplexity— 
amid the din and carnage of war, or as the 
smoke was but rolling away from the battle 
fields of the South. But thts was a thunder- 
clap out of a clear sky when there was not a 
sound or suspicion in the air. But oh! How 
deep and deadening the pall that fell upon the 
national heart, and upon the lovers of human- 
ity in all the earth! The disgrace to Ameri- 
can institutions was more keenly felt than 
even the loss of so good and great a 
man. But the darkness was gradually 
illuminated with hope, as the prayers for 
the President’s recovery went up from all 
hearts, yea even from the assassain’s, it is said, 
till out of the deep gloom all began to greet 
the dawn of returning day. But alas! again 
the electric spark flashes across continents and 
under seas :—" President Garfield is dead!” 
And now 8 “day of darkness and of gloomi- 
ness, a day of clouds and of thick darkness as 
of the morning spread upon the mountains.” 
After the first shock of the great calamity is 
passed, we begin to ask for a solution of the 
mystery. One enquiry prompted is to ask 
“ How doth God know, and is there knowledge 
in the Most High? Another suggestion is 
“an enemy hath done this!” An answer comes 
‘ shall there be evil in the city and I the Lord 
have not done it?” “I make peace and 1 
create evil.” “I will cause the sun to go down 
at noon and I will darken the earth in the clear 
day.” “What I do thou knowest not now, but 
thou shalt know hereafter.” None of us liveth 
unto himself, and no man dieth unto himself.” 
How shall we regard this great Providence so 
as to gain those lessons which God the Governor 
of the Universe would impress upon us by this 
afflictive event? And first of all we should hear 
God himself speaking unto us “out of the 
thick darkness that veils hie throne:” “ Be 
still and know that I am God: I will be 
exalted in the earth.” “God alone is great” 
gried the gloquent Massillon in bis funeral 


oration over Louis the Grand, catching 
inspiration and voicing the lesson that God 
ever teaches in the removal of the great ones 
of the earth. God’s absolute sovereignty over 
life and death, and over nations and in- 
dividuals, is of paramount importance for 
all who dwell upon the earth to know. And 
he is nearest God’s heart and way of thinking 
who, in any great personal or national distress, 
turns as naturally and quickly to this guiding 
star of human destiny as the needle docs to 
the pole. In the lamented President’s own 
life we had a noble example of this truth. 
When tae distressing tidings reached him of 
Président Lincoln’s assassination, what was 
the exclamation that burst from his lips? 
“ God reigns, und the government at Washing- 
ton still lives.” Oh how little could he have 
foreseen the comfort those words of his 
then spoken were to give in a similar event 
concerning himself sixteen years later! Com- 
fort not only concerning the country’s safety 
and welfare, but of his own personal faith in an 
All-wise and All-superintending Providence. 
Without a doubt our beloved President has 
left »ome expressions of humble, devout, sub- 
lime trust in God as regards himeelf, his afflict- 
ed family and his country that will do much 
to dry the tears of sorrow from the eyes of 
those who weep for him to-day. Again, God 
would teach us that He is Sovereign not 
only, but that our trust and dependence must 
be placed upon Him alone; that He will be 
exalted among the nations. “Jn God we 
trust” is stamped on the national coin; this 
must be not a mere sentiment; it must be 
made a living, every day faith, an abiding trust 
for alltime. In the nomination and election of 
President Garfield, the good people of the coun- 
try realized their dependence, but, were fast 
settling down into trust in the man, his prin- 
ciples and his policy. This may be well, but 
God will not give his honour to another. He 
would have us rest on noone man, but would 
rather we should lean upon Himself and 
upon His help. Next to Himself, he would 
have us trust in ourselves, in principles 
rather than in men. In this respect, a good 
and great man’s removal may be a neces- 
sity for the greater good of the greater 
number. In this wise pastors are removed 
from churches even as the Great Shepherd was 
removed from His flock that the Holy Spirit, 
as 8 universal and ever present helper might 
be more fully enjoyed. Thus the Kingdom of 
God among men is promoted and established. 
Undoubtedly the principles inangurated so 
faithfully by President Garfield will be con- 
served more powerfully by hie death than 
by his life. His being wounded defeated his 
hottest political opponents and his death will 
do what Lycurgus in vain sought to do—make 
his principles binding on his successors. ‘To 
depart from them will be thought ingratitude 
or treason to his memory.’ But why allow so 
good a man to be stricken down and by so worth- 
less a hand? Surely this implies the want of 
a Superintending Providence? Not so clearly. 
If the lcseon taught is to be effcctive, it must 
needs require a worthy example, the purer, the 
more illustrious the better, The insignificance 
of the means only adda to the sovereignty that 
permits it, The death of William the Silent, 
the noble Prince of Orange, by a pistol shot 
from the insignificant Balthazar Gerard ; of 
President Lincoln by a th'rd class play-actor in 
the midst of a drama in which he played the 
réle of Brutus in fearful earnest, and now of 
the brave and noble Garfield by a bankrupt 
office-secker only show tha:, in the grea tcon- 
test of the forces of evil and of good in the 
world, the meanest inscruments are not to be 
despised since they may be the tools of some 


higher and invisible power for the performance 
of the greatest evil. And shall we fail to 
recognise or to call that power by his Scripture 
name of “ that Old Serpent the Devil ”? Surely 
not. This is “the liar and the murderer from 
the beginning.” In every such event we are 
brought nearer the greatest of oll Martyrdoma, 
whether by private assassinations or by politi- 
cal murder—the killing of the Son of God; and 
we are helped to understand the unseen but 
powerful agent of its accomplishment. This 
is the spirit of all evil, the potent source of all 
blasphemy, evil-speaking, covetousness, person- 
al ambition, party intrigues, contentions and 
murders. And that it selects for its victims the 
pure, the good, the unoffending, the great and 
the benevolent manifests all the more clearly 
his unmitigated enmity and essential evil. 
And it is thus that Satanic hate and rage are 
best defeated by exposing their pure malevo- 
lence. And the very vices he seeks to perpe- 
tuate are overthrown by the insane measures 
which he prompts their victims to take for 
their establishment. Feudalism killed not 
Okubo but itself by the slashes of its madden- 
ed victims. Secession, if in any way respon- 
sible for the death of the martyred President, 
had its own death-knell sounded in that fatal 
pistol shot. And the baleful doctrine that to 
the victor belongs the spoils, and that a gov- 
ernment office is but a place for plunder needs 
such an example of itsdistardly diabolical char- 
acter as to brand it ever after as (itequism, 
Happy for the American people, and the per- 
petuity of republicanism, if they learn to stand 
aghast at the brink of ruin to which we have 
come, and to stamp every office-seeker, for the 
sake of the spoils that come to him, as a 
traitor to their: country worse than Bene- 
dict Arnold, a Charles Guiteau—a murderer 
of free government by, and of, and for 
the people. Avcrime greater than this can- 
not well be conceived or executed for a 
meaner, lower and more ignoble purpose. In 
view of such a power and of such principles 
is it not a consolation that ‘God reigns ?” 
A further intent in a distinguished object 
being made the victim of diabolic rage is that 
the effects may be made more extensively 
known—that God may be exalted in all the 
earth. The day of universal knowledge has 
come. Now, no cvent can be done in a corner. 
What occurs in one nation is heralded to the 
remotest ends of the earth. The whole earth 
is drawn into the closest correspondence and 
sympathy. It would seem to be some mitiga- 
tion of the national and domestic grief of 
those afflicted by this sad Providence to reflect 
how far-reaching are its effects, and how spon- 
taneous and universal is the regret it awakens 
in all hearts. Is there a heart so forsaken of 
God as to be able to rejoice, however secretly, 
in this event? We can hardly credit such a 
suspicion. On the other hand witness the 
expressions of sympathy and condolence 
from all the Kings, Emperors, Presidents 
and potentates of the earth. Mark the testi- 
mony of the myriad-paged press. Take the 
thirty-five millions of this land as an illustra- 
tion, It is certain but a very few of this 
people will not be apprized of the result as 
they have already been of the attempt made 
on the President’s life. And as they were ap- 
palled with the intelligence of the former, they 
will surely be more impressed with the sad 
termination of that life so long held in sus- 
pense. But a higher lesson than all others 
the Lord would teach us is, that as with in- 
dividuals, so with nations, * whom the Lord 
loveth He chasteneth.” Our national vanity, 
and pride of our republican institutions has 
led us “to sacrifice vato our net, aud bura 
incense’ to ,our-drag;” >but the Lord would 
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country and all the countries of the earth 
enjoy a long day of clear-shining of the Sun 
of Righteousness after: its long dark, dismal 
night of the reign of evil. 

This eloquent, thrilling discourse (which we 


“check our national exultation over the extent 
and richness of our territory, the freedom and 
excellence of our institutions and the increase 
and influx of a teeming population, by twice 
visiting us with the disgrace of the ossassina- 


tion of the Chicf Executive Officer and this|have been compelled to condense to much Tilly, ¥ . 1 
when assassinations, so rife in other lands,| narrower limits than we could wish) was Mosquito, dee aan” sees 2 
with us are universally repudiated and|delivercd amidst manifest signs of emotion Zephyr, ae eee ee : 


7) | es 


1st Prize 10 Dollars. 2nd Prize 5 Dollars. 
Time 49 m. 


7.—Curters. Stokers Oourse 2 miles. 
Time 5 seoonds per oar. 
Iron Duke 12 oarod ... 
Curacoa 10 ,, 
Mosquito 10 ,, 
Lily 10 <p> ase 
Ist. Prize 30 Dollars: 2nd. Prize 20 Dollars. 
Time 21. m. 55 sec. 


8.—Wuaters. (5 oared). Seamen, Course 
3 miles. 


on the part of the reverend preacher and 
appeared to create a deep impression on all 
who were present, by whom it was attentively 
listened to. The concluding prayer was offered 
up by the Rev. A, A. Bennett after which was 
sung Hymn No. 96 “ A mighty fortress is our 
God” §e., and then this solemn, impressive 
service was brought to a close by the benedic- 
tion being pronounced by the Rev, J. Soper. 


comparatively unknown. Why should the 
dagger be pointed at the breasts of its 
noblest’ and worthiest patriots? Certainly 
that the disgrace may be more keenly felt. 
It is the nation, so to speak is wound- 
ed in the assault made on its President. 
That the people have acted nobly magnificient- 
ly under this infliction of wrong is universally 
conceded. No fiendish cries for blood or 
vengeance ; but calm dignified demeanour has 
been the national attitude. But is not some- 
thing more than this wanting ? Will not the 
people individually and collectively, the priest 
and the minister “* weep between the porch and 
the altar,” and cry unto God for forgiveness 


owns 


NAVAL REGATTA. 


Tue naval regatta of Weduesday (29th. alt.) 
was not as successful as its originators had no 


and merey? Then, that fullness of blessing} doubt expected, owing to the unpropitious 

promised i the remaining part of this Qnd, state of the weather which prevented all but a he SARE SONS aCe ; 
chepter of Joel, and which had its first and|few residents from accepting the Admiral’s Mosquito. ee 8 
great fulfilment on the Day of Pentecost, after | invitation to be present. The wind, coming Tron Duke... 0 ee tee ae 0 
a similar tragic event, will find a new and | strongly from the N.E. blew the rain which ‘Ababiosa? ico ee oe ®) 
larger fulfilment—when the Spirit of God shall | fell daring the greater part of the afternoon, Encounter ... a. (0 


under the awning, necessitating it to be 
lowered on the starboard side which pre- 
vented the spectators from watching the 
boats. The course was in the direction of 
the lightship and, in the three mile races, 
round it. 


Ist. Prize 30 Dollars. 2nd. Prize 20 Dol- 
lars. 3rd. Prize 10 Vollars. 


9.—Drares. (Any namber of oars.) Course 
¢ mile. No time allowance. 


flow as a river of salvation through all that 
broad and wide land. How great the neces- 
sity for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
in some such manner upon our land must 
be apparent to the most casual observers. 


Ite instituti ed i 

will, veal bale Pagani ieee We append the results of the sevoral ciel cine oe 
tuated as purity and integrity actuates the| events. Lily fone 0 
people. Then great masses of immigrants| 1.—Currers. Seamen. Course 3 miles. Mosquito se OS 0 
which are pouring into its eastern and western | Time 6 seconds per oar. Oona oe 0 


borders from all parts of the earth need y i: ahaa eae 
enlightenment Ge purification to become noes re oared : Ist. Prizo 4 Dollars. 2nd. Prize 2 Dollars. 
worthy citizens of the Great Republic. Then Tron Duke, 12 - 3 10.—Skirvs. Course } mile. Timo 2 
the influence of America upon the future of the "30 ” 0 seconds per oar. 

world’s history, upon the ancient systems of Mosquito, 10 bs 0 Mosquito... ... ae ol: 
European and Asiatic civilizations must go on Comus, 10 z 0 Albatross, 4 oars af 2 tie. 
increasing with the progress of the American Pegasus, 12 n 0 Comus, 4, 2 
ae What that influence shall bo is to be Zephyr, 10 ,, eta 1 Iron Duke, 4 ,, Bie mtees 0 e 
letermined by the amount of the salt of ‘ . Curacoa, 2 we ove 0 
Divine Grace cast into its seething masses. gg ata tederenien ates alee ee Encounter, 4 ,, ea) case i 


Are the bitter waters of communism, nihilism, 
of tyranny and oppression to be henled? A 
Divine Elisha will need to cast into them the 
salt of his truth, and they shall be healed. 


Iron Duke, 4 ,, 


Ast. Prize 5 Dollars. 2nd. Prize 3 Dollars. 
8rd. Prize 2 Dollars. 


25 sec. 


2.—Gaturrs. (6 oared) Course 2 miles. 


And this is to be done as was the healing of Aron’ Dake (Ca tain’s g ley) rx ; 11.—A1t Comers. Course 2 miles. No 

the waters of Jericho in auewer to tho entreaties Comus P ast acess time allowance. (Open to all Mon-of-war 

of the men of that city or nation. To-day Gunteon Vas Oo Ce ae ¢ boats.) 

then may well be a day of humiliation, of con- ‘Racninlor os Peo ee ey 0° Iron Duke, Admiral's Greet Galley 1 

fession, and repentance of sin—a day of sup- Vigilant ie diem ey ee ae 0 Cutter 7 
ication’and entreat the return o} : Perr ee eee “ ee ei 

pace Sea coreas 1 he "and ct|_ Ist. Prize 15 Dollars. 2nd. Prize 10 Dol-| omit, wer ave 3 


favour. and “the day of darkness and of 
gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick dark- 
ness, shall be as the morning spread upon the 


lars. 3rd. Prizo 5 Dollars. 


. 
8.—Orricers Race. Course 1 mile. AAs Olabis boat, 


2 
Ate 3 
Curacoa, Pinnace... ... ... ... 4 
ves one 6 
Japanese Man-of-warboat ... ... 6 


mountains” giving herald by its glowing 3 
tints of the approach of a glorious day. Could votes Se Sig th a eae : Time 18 m. 
the eloquent lips, now sealed in death, that Coste oe STP acter ames 3 _ 


Tue second day of the regatta (30th.Sept.), 
which had been set apart for sailing races, 
was not more fortunate in regard to the 
weather than the first; the rain fell during 


ever powerfully pleaded for God with man, 
speak to us to-day ; could the lessons of his life, 
character and results of his brief administration 
be better summed up than in the last words 


Leading boat won by half a length. 
4.—Currers. Marines. Course 2 miles. 
‘Timo 5 seconds por oar. 


of David the son of Jesse, the man who was Curacua, 10 onred ... 1 the entire day, and the wicd was so slight 
raised up on high, the anointed of the God of Tron Duke, 12 ,, 2 as to make it impossible to get through the 
Jacob and the sweet psualmist of Israel when Pegusus, 12 ,, 0 whole of the programme. Out of the six 
he snid” the Spirit of the Lord spake by me, Lily, 10 ,, 0 events, only four were competed for with tho 
and his word was in my tongue. The God of Mosquito, 10 ,, 0 following results :— 


PRoGRAMME OF Salting Races. 
1.—Boou Boars. Sorvico rig. Time } 
minutes per foot. 


Curacoa, 82 ft. Pinnace... ... 1 
Comus, do. ois, Wwie teee'2 


Ist. Prize 30 Dollars, ud. Prize 20 
Dollars. 8rd. Prize Save stakes. Time, 
24 m. 30 sec. 

5.—Pinnaces. Courso 3 milcs. Timo 6 
seconds per oar. : 

Comus, lfours. .. 1 


Israel said, the Rock of Isracl spake to me. 
he that rulcth over men must be just, ruling 
in the fear of God. And he shall be os the 
light of the morning, when the sun ariseth, 
even a morning without clouds; as the tender 
grass springing out of the earth by clear shining 


after rain.” The divine eulogy and portraiture Tron Duke, 42 ft. Launch ... ... 
of a righteous governor and the beneficent Curacoa, 4, se Sta Ist. Prizo 14 Dollars. Quad. Prize Save 
reaults of his goverament! May our own Encounter, 14 wee 8 taken; : 
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2.—Currers. Service rig. Time } minutes 
per foot. 


Curacoa, 27 ft... ... wil 
Comus, do... 2 
Iron Duke, 30 ft. ... 03:3 
Encounter... we 0 
Albatross, 26 ft. 0 
Lily, 25 ft... + 0 


1st. Prize 22 Dollars. 2nd. Prize 12 Dollars, 
8rd. Prize 6 Dollars. 


8.—Sream Corrers. Any rig. Time } 
minutes per foot. 
Ouracoa, 30ft.... ... .. . 1 
Vigilant, 25 ft. ... 1 


1st. Prize 10 Dollars. 2nd. Prize 5 Dollars. 


4.—Srmvaiep-sankep Boats. Any rig. Time 
$ minutes per foot. 


Lily, 26 ft. Whaler ... 
Albatross, 27 ft. do. 
Tron Duke, do. do. 


Iron Duke, 30 ft. Gig... ... 
Oomus, 27 ft. Whaler ... 
Ouracoa, 30 ft. Galley... 
Albatross, 27 ft. Whaler ... 
Tily, 26 ft. Gig... ww. 
Vigilant, 27 ft. Whaler .. 0 


Ist. Prize, 12 Dollars. 2nd. Prize, 8 Dol- 
lars. 3rd. Prize, 3 Dollars. 


oooconne 


TEMPERANCE MEETING AT THE 
GAIETY THEATRE. 


Tue presence, in port of the Chinese squa- 
dron has set many schemes afloat for the 
entertainment of the British sailor. Dram- 
shops along the Homura Road display our 
national ensign and other flags, whereon are 
inscribed various legends indicating that the 
delights of Bacchus may be obtained within. 
Such invitations, we are glad to observe, 
have not appeered to be particularly seduc- 
tive to Jack as no reports of drunken squab- 
bles have reached us, neither have we seen 
any festive A.Bs. or convivial marines patrol- 
ling the streets in a condition somewhat the 
better for liquor. We are willing to believe 
that this is. not wholly unattributable to 
another and a purer influence which is at 
work. Recent advertisements show, that 
whilst Boniface is anxious to provide good, 
bad or indifferent liquor to the men of the 
fleet at exorbitant cash payments, there are 
others who offer higher, richer and more 
wholesome entertainment at a nominal prico 
or even gratuitously. The Seaman’s Free 
Reading Room has bevn daily filled to over- 
flowing and the Gaiety Theatre, which has 
been set apart for the accommodation of the 
sons of Neptune has been liberally frequented 
by them. At the latter place a fairly attended 
meeting was held last night (28 olt.), though 
the andience was notas great as it might other- 
wise have been in consequence of another 
entertainment being advertised for the same 
hour at the Union Church, to be given by 
the members of the Royal Naval Temperance 
League. Late in the day however, the two 
affairs were amalgamated, but the notice 
thereof could scarcely have been published in 
time for the public to be sufficiently apprised 
of tho change. Hence the comparative 
smallness of tie attendance. 

The Chair was taken about 7.30 p.m. by 
the Rev. E. C. Irwine. 

The reverend gentleman in opening the 
proceedings expressed his pleasure at seeing 
ko many present in spite of the inclemency of 
the weather and voutured to hope that the 
golduess of the subject on which the worthy 


lecturer wonld address them would not 
freeze their spirits. Ho then explained the 
circumstances under which the theatre had 
been engaged for the use of the men of the 
fleet during their stay here and briefly an- 
nounced the programme of fature arrange- 
ments. He then called upon the Rev. W. 
Meacham to deliver his lecture upon “ Ice- 
bergs: Hard a-starboard.” 


The Lecturer, who was greeted with|. 


much applause, commenced his address 
by relating a circumstance which oc- 
curred to a British steamship on board 
of which were many hundreds of souls. 
They were ploughing through the Atlan- 
tic Ocean at the rate of several knots an 
hour when, what appeared to be a deep mist 
was seen ahead. Very soon was heard the 
terrific cry of “Icebergs: hard a-starboard.” 
A moment of suspense and agony ensned for 
all knew how imminent was the danger aud 
that their lives were literally in their hands. 
The command was instantly obeyed; the 
helm answered, and in « few moments, all 
peril was at an end. The iceberg was em- 
blematical of intemperance which was fraught 
with as much danger to humanity as the 
former was to the ship, and that as the one 
was avoided by prompt obedience and an im- 
mediate turn of the helm, so the other could 
only be steered clear of by an instant, prompt 
and absolute practice of temperance or total 
abstinence. In the course of his address the 
lecturer quoted the opinion of Dr. Miller of 
Edinburgh and other eminent medical men 
on the ill effects of alcohol to people in health 
even when taken in moderation, and also 
those of Rae, Ross, Livingstone and Have- 
lock to prove that total abstinence was the 
safest course even within the ice bound 
shores of northern regions or amidst the 
sultry plains and dense jungles of India. 
He also cited many instances of the 
ravages of intemperance amongst those 
who, had they resisted the temptation, 
might. have pursued useful and honour- 
able careers. Temperance is usually con- 
sidered a threadbare subject, but Mr. 
Meacham advanced many powerful argu- 
ments in its defence and, by way of light and 
shade introduced several amusing anecdotes 
which called forth many a hearty laugh. 

The lecturer resumed his seat amidst pro- 
longed applause. A unanimons and well 
deserved vote of thanks was awarded to him 
which he briefly and gracefully acknowledged. 

After a few remarks from the chairman 
in which he expressed a hope that the sea- 
men would enjoy themselves during their 
stay and that they would not besitate to 
make a free use of the theatre which had 
been set apart for their accommodation the 
first part of the entertainment was brought 
to acloso by singing the National Anthem 
in which the audience freely took part. 

The members of Miss Weston’s Royal 
Naval ‘l'emperance League, belonging to the 
various ships composing the squadron, then 
occupied the stage and pave a brief but well 
selected programme of songs, recitations and 
addresses. When all did well it is invidious 
to particularise any, but we may mention that 
the song by Mr. C. Vincent “I’m as happy 
as happy can be” drew forth a well-merited 
encore, and that the part songs by six petty 
officers and men of the Curocoa were most 
loudly applauded. 

At the close the master-at-arms of the 
Comus, who officiated as chairman, apologised 
for the abridgment of the programme which 
was rendered necessary by the lateness of the 
hour; he presented a card of honour to 
Robert Johnson in accordance with the rules 


of the society and announced a meeting at 
the Union Church for this evening. The 
National Anthem was again sung and the 
company dispersed. 

We may add that the stage was tastefully 
decorated with ferns, and flowering plants. 


ORIOKET. 


Deseits the heavy rain which fell on 
Friday and tho threatening, clouds early 
on Saturday morning (1st. Oct.) a better day 
could hardly have been chosen for the match 
of “The Yokohama Cricket Club vs. the 
“ Officers of the China squadron.” Lovers of 
the game, as also many others, have for some 
time past been looking forward to the 
advent of the squadron, and on its arrival 
some ten days ago acricket match was one 
of the first amusements to be discussed ; 
although we think both sides were dis- 
appointed that the cruising squadron could 
not be here at the same time to give a larger 
choice of players to our naval friends, many 
of whom have had little if any chance of 
practice for many months past. However we 
can but anticipate another good match on 
their arrival. 

The visitors, among whom are some old 
friends, having won the toss elected to 
go in and the wickets were taken by 
Lt. Neville and Mr. Mitchell to the bowl- 
ing of Dr. Wheeler and Mr. Abbott, 
neither of whom seemed in good bowling 
order as will be seen by the number of wides 
they contributed to the score. The first 
three wickets, notwithstanding, fell rather 
quickly and for a meagre amount of runs. 
Mr. Stebbing then mado a good stand con- 
tributing 18 to the score when he was well 
caught by Mr. Dodds, whose position in the 
field had hitherto been almost a sinecare. Mr. 
Farquhar and Lieutenant Groube added res- 
pectively 15 and 20 to the score, every one 
present admiring the careful and steady pity 
of the former, who showed great promise, both 
in batting and fielding, of turning ont to be 
a really first-class player in a few years time. 
Lieutenant Groube was, we understand, a 
pleasant surprise for the visitors no one 
ever having seen him play before: he 
batted rather too freely, but with great 
success and his fielding was deserving of 
notice. ‘ z 

We were sorry to see that onr old friend 
“Extras” contributed nearly one-fourth 
of the total score (107) from which it 
would not appear that the kind of practice 
now in vogue among the Y.C.C. Eleven 
is conducive to good fielding. In fact 
the fielding in many instances was very 
bad. Mr. Abbott and Mr. Durant who may 
generally be reckoned on as quick and reli- 
able fields, scemed decidedly ont of place 
the former somewhat retrieved himself by: 
the splendid catch with which Mr. Farquhar 
was disposed of, but we should recom- 
menced more fielding and less “slogging ” 
than is generally to be seen on practice 
nights. ; 

Mr. Duff's bowling analysis is almost 
worthy of a place in the annual curiosities 
of Cricket, and we doubt whether a better 
record can be shown of any bowler ut home 
during the present season than that we have 
the pleasure of appending. 

The Squadron were disposed of—after a 
short respite for tiffin—at about half past 
two for a total of 107 runs: and with very 
little delay were out in tho ficld ready for the 
innings of the Y.C.C. which was opened by 
Mossra, Veitch and Mollison. Mr. Stebbing 
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and Lt. Warren taking the bowling, Mr. Mol- 
lison after only a short turn at the bat was 
cleverly caught at long leg from a hit which 
really deserved a better fate. His place was 
filled. by Dr. Wheeler who had a long and 
tiring innings (both to the bowlers and him- 
self) for only 9 rans, when he played the ball 
on to his wicket, an accident which we learn 
was attributable to a missing pocket hand- 
kerchief. Mr. Darantand Mr. Sutter played 
in something like their old style, but are both 
sadly out of practice. Mr. Veitch after a long 
and well played innings was taken by a bail 
ball from Mr. Stebbing. Mr. Duff, as usual, 
played in faultless style and had the satis- 
faction of being ‘not out” with a record of 
59 rans, Mr. Milne also keeping him company 
with a contribution of 10. Mr. J. H. Thomp- 
son somewhat disappointed his backers by 
getting canght, instead of disposing of him- 
self iv the usual manner and at 5.30 p.m. the 
wickets were drawn the score standing at 
172, with one wicket yet to go down. We 
must congratulate. the long stop of the 
sqoadron on the fact that not one bye 
was allowed to pass, and the “ Extras” 
were nearly all contributed by ‘“ Wides” 
most of the bowlers being very much out of 
practice. Mr. Stebbing although he improved 
at the latter part of the game, was very 
much below his old form of two years ago, 
which may be accounted for by his not hav- 
ing played since May last. The fielding was 
generally very good; specially that of Mr. 
Groube who was instramental in disposing of 
both Messrs. Dodds and Thompson by quick 
fielding. Mr. Farqahar revenged himself on 
Mr. Abbott by taking an oxceedingly difficult 
catch close to the ground: indeed many 
thought that the ball was not fairly caught, 
but in these close shaves the umpire alone 
can judge. : 

The: band of the Iron Duke was in attend- 
ance and played a well chosen selection of 
operatic and other music. The pavilion 
erected last year was filled to such an 
extent that we shonld not be surprised to 
see the cricket club enlarging the building. 

We are sure all will look forward with 
great interest to the next match on the ar- 
rival of the cruising squadron. 

The following are the scores :— 

Cunta Squapron versus Y. C. C. 
Lt. Neville, Comus c. Sutter, b. Wheeler 4 


Mr. Mitchell, do. b. Wheeler 4 
Mr. Moffett, Cusacoa ce. Duff, b. Abbott..... 0 
Mr. Dormer, Fron Duke b. Wheeler 7 
Rev, Stebbing, do. ce. Dodds, b. Abbott... 18 


b. Wheeler 4 
c. Abbott, b. Duff.....15 
c. Mollison, b. Duff... 9 
c. Sutter, b. Abbott.. 20 
not out 


Lt. Warren, Comus 
Mr. Farquhar, Iron Duke, 
Lt. Elwyn, Encounter 

Lt. Groube, Albatross 

Mr. Ethelstone, Iron Duke, 
Lt. Tate, Vigilant 


Bow1ina ANALrais. 


Maiden 
Balls. Runs. Over. Wickets. Wides. 


Abbott ... 
Moberly 

J. H. Thompson, 
Milue ... . : 


.¢. Farquhar, b. Stebbing ... 1 
seb. Moffett a. 1 
c. Groube, b. Mitchell . 
not out .., 


172 
BOWLING ANALYSIS. 
Balls, ituns, Maiden Wicket. Wile 
over, Bolls. 
Stebbing ... 180 54 14 3 1 
Warren...... 26 14 - 1 2 
Mitchell 63 22 2 1 5 
Moffett. llv 54 2 3o— 
Dormer. 5 3 - = 3 
Farquhar ... 10 10 - - 
Neville ...... & 2 - = 1 


Occasional Aotes. 


However much surprised the generality of 
foreign merchants may be at the persistent 
obstinacy of the Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho in 
upholding its regulations for sale of silk, we 
ourselves, onlookers and therefore impartial, are 
by no means surprised. It is matter of vital 
importance to the Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho 
to hold out strenuously and determinedly 
againat the foreign resolve not to purchase 
under present conditions: to do all in its 
power to induce its constituents, the producers 
in the interior, to believe that their interests 
lic in upholding it ; and that ruin and degrada- 
tion will ensue to the commerce of Japan 
if foreign merchante’ opposition results in 
victory. We say it is of vital importance to 
this company because if its constituents were 
in & body to demand silks entrusted to it for sale, 
where would those constituents have to go to 
look for them ? Would the owners find all their 
silke in the custody of this celebrated, honour- 
able, and high-minded Rengo Kiito Niadzu- 
karisho? Or would they possibly find the greuter 
portion under lien to foreign banks, partly stored 
in the settlement guarded by the custodians who 
are secret agents of the Rengo Kiito Niadzu- 
karisho, but ostensibly custodians for the pro- 
tection of money advanced by foreign banks? 
We do not wish to say expressly that any or all 
these silks that have been recently empawned 
to foreign banks by the Shokin-ginko, or 
its congener the Boyeki Shokwai, are silks 
that have been sent down to the Rengo Kiito 
Niadzukarisho for sale but as we know the 
Shokin-ginko is not of itself interested in 
commercial enterprises because such transac- 
tions are contrary to the laws of Japan, 
we presume that the silks stored by it in the 
foreign settlement belong to somebody else 
who have intrusted them to the safe keeping 
of this native bank. 

The Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho appears 
before its own county men as having sufficient 
fands to maintain the monopoly of the silk 
trade in Yokohama, and. to satisfy, by paper 
advances, the owners and producers of silk. 
This, however, is only one side of the 
question, and the Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho 
has probably not deceived silk producers in 
any way so far as their power of supply of 
paper money is concerned ; but it certainly has 
not been able to carry out the other side of its 
obligation of procuring specie for the suppliers 
of the paper advanced in the quantities 
expected; hence comes to pass the recent 
empawning of silks to foreign banks by the 
Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho, its members or 
supporters; and that we hear daily of further 
attempts to pledge more silk for specie. 


Should the present dead lock continue owners 
of silk, growing impatient for the realisation of 
their property, will want to know where their 
silk is; and they may find to their astonish- 
ment that to releago it in order that real 
sales may be effected they will have to refund 
in specie the advances received in paper, the 
value of the latter having declined very con- 
siderably since the advances were made. 

We recommend the people of the country 
districts to visit Yokohama occasionally, if they 
are not too much afraid of the foreigner, and 
“interview ” their silke, It is a wise precau- 
tion, to the exercise of which the Rengo Kiito 
Niadzukurisho cau not object. 

The quotation for kinsatsu to-day is nomi- 
nally 180, the decline having followed the 
establishment of the Rengo Kiito Ni Adzu- 
karisho, 


Tue Choya Shinbun sauys:—“A few days 
ago we stated that foreigners who were much 
dissatiefied with the establishment of the Rengo 
Kiito Niudzukarisho, had convened a meeting 
and had passed a resolution not to buy 
any silk whatever from it. We are now 
informed by the guild that if foreign mer- 
chante carry their purpose into effect, our 
traders will “take a leaf out of their book” 
and combine to abstain from purchasing goods 
of any description from foreigners. What will 
be the result of this diecord ?” 

Tae same journal remarke that Messrs. 
Itagaki and Furusawa, with other members of 
the Liberal (!) party in the province of 
Yamato, propose to buy the plant of the Osaka 
Nippo from its present proprietors, Messrs. 
Nishikawa and Fujita, at the cost of 12,000 
yen, and to devote the paper to the advocacy 
of the people’s rights under the new name of 
the Kwansei Jigi Shinbun. 


Tus Nichi Nichi Shinbun, in publishing o 
report of the meeting of foreign merchants 
and the resolutions adopted by them, winds 
up with the following remarks :—‘ Thus for- 
eign houses have passed a resolution and have 
stopped their transactions. The Rengo Ni 
Adzukarisho after mature deliberation, deem- 
ed it advigable to answer the letter (of Mr. 
Wilkin) in a conciliatory tone as they have 
never desired to cause trouble, and they 
have accordingly done so. We have not yet 
heard the result, but we have reason to believe 
that a compromise will be effected.” 


Tar Hochi Shinbun has 


items :— 


the following 


A few Kwnazoku, who are said to be ex- 
daimio of the western provinces, have drawn 
up a petition to be submitted to H. I. M. the 
Mikado immediately on his return protesting 
against the Kaitakushi job. 


Tax proposed railway between Tokio and 
Tokusaki -has been finally decided on and will 
be shortly commenced. ‘Tokio-fu, Saitama-ken, 
and Gumma-ken having made liberal conces- 
sions of land to the railway company, offices 
will be established in each of them for the 
transaction of business. 


A wegTine of the shareholders of the 
Nippon Tetsudo Kwuisha was held in the 
Tokio National Bank on the 25th. ult,, at 
which were present Messrs, Hayashi, Yasukawa, 
Toyohara, Takashima, Shoda, &c, amounting 
in all to a total of 79 persons. Mr. Yasukawa 
‘was unanimously voted to the chair. Draft 
regulations of the company were discussed as 
well 4s the survey, and estimated cost of the 
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proposed line from Tokio to Awomori. Only 
one resolution had been paased when the meet- 
ing adjourned in the evening. Its proceedings 
were continued yesterday. 


Prince Higashi Fushimi-no-miya has re- 
cently been appointed to carry out the arrange- 
ments for receiving the sons of His Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales, 


Weare given to understand that the project 
to form a local company or association for the 
insurance of Bluff property against fire at some- 
what lower rates than those charged by the 
home offices, is meeting with the most en- 

* couraging upproval. Owners of property on 
the Bluff representing a value of about 
$250,000, have already signified their intention 
to support the undertaking ; and the promoters 
hope their scheme will meet with general ap- 
proval when the Jetails are made public. 

Any news of a desire to help ourselves gives 
rise to satisfaction. We are a large community, 
but we have no company or agsoviation of our 
own for any purpose, a circumstance much to 


be regretted, for we pay annually vast sums of | - 


money without purticipating, in the smallest 
degree, in the benefits that money confers upon 
the receivers, 


AN agreement binding the signatories 
not to purchase silk under the conditions 
imposed by the Rengo Kiito Ni Adzukarisho, 
was circulated on the 21st. ult. and signed by 
a large majority of merchants and silk in- 
Spectors, 


Rumour is again busy with official changes 
of importance, and we give the report as 
circulated amongst Japanese to-day. H. E. 
Sanjo is abont to retire, to be succeeded by 
Prince Avisugawa-no-miya as Daijo-daijin : 
H. E. Iwakura is also said to contemplate 
the resignation of his offico after twelve 
years of ardnous labour; his successor, it is 
anticipated, will be Mr. Saionji, a kuwazoka 
who resided in France for some years and be- 
came proprietor of the Jiyu Shinbun on his 
retarn to Japan, a newspaper of liberal senti- 
ments as its title imports, and which was 
discontinued, after a few numbers had been 
issued, at the solicitations of earnest friends. 
Whether the post of Sa-daijin will be filled 
up should Prince Arisugawa take the highest 
post in the ministry is unknown. Probably 
it will, as in past years, remain open. 

If these rumoured changes should come to 
pass a more liberal policy may be look- 
ed for; und expressions of gratification are 
to be hear: amongst the well-informed at the 
prospect, 


A MEETING was held at 4 p.m. on 22nd. ult. 
at the Chamber of Commerce and was very 
numerously attended, Mr. Wilkin in the 
chair, at which it was decided that copies of 
the agreement not to purchase silks through 
the Rengo Kiito Ni Adzukarisho, and the 
names of the signatories to that document 
should be sent to all the native papers and 
disseminated in the Japanese language 
throughout the country. 


We understand that arrangements have 
been come to varying the recent kerosine 
notification in two most material particulars. 
‘The date at which it will come into force is to 
Le September Ist., 1882; and the flashing 
point is to be 115° Fah. instead of 120. This 
uews will be hailed with satisfaction. 


Tue Nichi Nichi Shinbun eays that accord- 
ing to a correspondent from Kobe cholera has 
begun to prevail in that town, and from the 
8th. to the 18th instant, fourteen persons were 
attacked by the epidemic, of whom six died 
and eight are still uoder medical treatment ; 
the cases were very severe, death taking place 
within four hours after the first appearance of 
the symptoms, Officials of the sanitary board, 
of the Kencho, and others are making great but 
ineffectual efforts to prevent the further spread 
of the disease. 


Tur Mai Nichi Shinbun hears that His 
Imperial Majesty the Mikado will return to 
the capital about 11th. inst. 


Tae same paper says :—We have already re- 
ferred to the dissatisfaction felt by foreign 
houses towards the Kiito Ni Adukarisho since 
its establishment ; since then they have held 
several meetings and after prolonged discussion 
drawn the circular which has been printed 
and distributed in Yokohama. A translation 
of the circular is then given. 


Tue Hochi Shinbun has the following :— 
Some gentlemen who have watched recent trans- 
actions in silk, the chief article of our export 
trade, and who have regretted that our mer- 
chante should be under the control of foreign- 
ers by whom they have been deprived of their 
commercial rights and have been prevented 
from securing profits properly belonging to us, 
consulted amongst themselves with a view to 
regaining such commercial rights and to pro- 
tect the silk trade from loss. ‘The result of 
their deliberations has been the establishment 
of the Rengo Kiito ni Adzukarisho at Yoko- 
hama thus aiming at the arbitrary con- 
duct of foreigners, The rules of the guild, as 
published in the newspapers, not only deal 
very kindly with our silk merchants but 
are even very accommodating (?) to foreigners 
with whose commercial rights they do not seem 
to interfere. (Don’t they? Read between the 
lines Mr. Hochi Shinbun !-Ed. J. G.) But 
whether these rules are inconvenient or not to 
foreigners who intend to pocket the entire 
profits, they have expressed great dissatisfaction 
at them. They held a meeting at the German 
Club on the night of the 20th. inst., over 
which Mr. A.J. Wilkin presided, and fally dis- 
cussed the subject. A letter was addressed 
by the chairman, on behalf of the meeting, 
to the Kiito Ni Adzukeri-sho. (Here follows 
a translation of the letter and resolution). The 
following notice, signed by Bavier & Co, and 
thirty-three other firma was sent to. every 
silk merchant and also published in the papers. 


(Translation of notice.) 


In the above, the words improper and arbi- 
trary ure used, but what is meant by them? 
Perhaps they will feel ashamed when they 
reflect on their own position. Messrs. Jar- 
dine, Matheson & Co, and Strachan & Co. 
did not use these terms, but implied 
them without consideration, in a notice 
which they circulated amongst our merchants 
who ought to be neither frightened nor dis- 
mayed by such threats. (Very good Mr. 
Hochi Shinbun ; you'll do! No, doubt you 
have been well paid for this precious para- 
graph. You and someone we wot of are well 
matched.—Ep J.@.) 


Tue Choya Shinhun of yesterday gives the 
following intelligence from Hakodate :—For 
some cause or another Messrs. Yamamoto and 
Kudo of the righteous party (i. ¢.the party 
who are opposed to the Kaitakushi Job—Ed. 
J. G.) in Hakodate, were taken into custody 
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by the police on the 19th. inst.; on the next 
day Messrs. Inokuchi, Sugihara, Hayashi, 
Ishida, Ono, Ishikawa, Makita, &, and to-day 
(21st. instant) about 80 or 90 were arrested. 
The town is in an uproar and policemen are 
posted in each street for the purpose of 
examining persons passing to and fro. It 
seems as if the people are oppressed to death. 
The cause of these prompt measures on the part 
of the police is said to be persistent applica- 
tions for the purchase of official property. 
Further information will be published when 
received. 


Ws are authorized to state, in correction of 
the inference that may be drawn from the 
paragraph iu the Japan Mail of 27th. ultimo, 
that the signatories of the resolution passed 
at the German Club on the 20th. instant, do 
not regard the reply of the Rengo Kiito Ni- 
adzukarisho as in any sense conciliatory, or 
as anything else than an evasion of the points 
succinctly but clearly impressed upon its mem- 
bers by Mr. Wilkin in his letter of the 2ist. 
instant, a copy of which will be found in an- 
other column. 

That indignation should be felt by foreign 
merchants at a reply which merely shelves 
their request in order to substitute another, 
namely, that foreigners should indicate, one by 
one, the pointe in the purely nominal rules to 
which they object, when it is well known that 
the real rules upon which the company acts are 
kept secret and dare not be disclosed, is only 
right and proper: and we emphatically protest 
against any assumption that the members of the 
Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho have extended even 
ordinary courtesy to foreign merchants in their 
reply to Mr. Wilkin. Farther, it cannot too 
soon be understood that foreign merchants 
have now made a stand from which they have 
not the most remote intention of receding ; and 
that all attempts to bring about a compromise 
merely involve a waste of time and labour. 

Japanese must learn how to do business in a 
proper manner, before presuming to dictate to 
those of infinitely greater exporience as to the 
manner in which silk shall be bought and 
sold. The action of the Rengo Kiito Niadzu- 
karisho has not a single defender; and the 
evasive reply to Mr. Wilkin only serves the 
bad purpose of widening the already wide 
breach in commercial relations which have 
hitherto been friendly if not satisfactory. 


Arter several postponements a new half- 
penny daily paper has made its appearance in 
London. The new candidate tor fame and 
fortune is styled the Evening News. In size 
and “make-up” it is like the Echo but print- 
ed on a very unpleasant blue-coloured paper. 
The rage for distinctive hues of papers may 
be carried too far; because yellow is tolerated 
in the Echo and pink in the Globe, it by no 
means follows that the public will put up with 
tints which are trying to the eyes. All the 
morning papers are printed on white paper, 
or at least what is intended for it, and 
there seems to be no reason why evening jour- 
nale should not be so too, It is to be hoped 
for the sake of those interested that the new 
venture may be successful, though the career of 
halfpenny papers have not, in many instances, 
been remarkably triumphant; the price seems 
too low to command success however much it 
may be deserved, Many halfpenny provincial 
speculations have, mushroom-like, sprung up 
in a night and disappeared as rapidly. The 
London Hour had a very shortlived existence 
and the Echo, although supposed to be a 
flourishing concern has changed hands three 
times, It was first started by. Messrs, Cassell, 
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Petter and Galpin and by them transferred to 
the famous Baron Grant after they had con- 
siderably burnt their fingers by it. Baron 
Grant did not fare much better and very soon 
handed it over to its present proprietor Mr, 
Passmore Edwards M. P. for Salisbury whose 
political importance it may increase, but is not 
believed to add very materially to his income. 
The Birmingham Daily fail ia said to be an 
exception to the rule and to secure large pro- 
fits to its projectors. Whether this is the case 
or not is difficult to prove, as it is published 
as a kind of evening abridgment of the Daily 
Post, a morning paper sold at one penny. All 
things considered, halfpenny journalism is 
risky and ought to be well considered before 
embarked in. 


A corresronpent of the St. James's Gazette 
whom that paper characterises as ‘ well-in- 
formed,’ writing upon a reported difficulty 
between England and China on the opium 
question, says :-— 

“It appears that a draft of a treaty was lately 
“drawn up between the Chinese Government 
“and Sir Thomas Wade, according to which 
“China agreed to open three more ports to 
“ foreign commerce, provided she were allowed 
“ to levy any duties she pleased on imported 
“opium. The treaty was sent to England for 
“* approval, and the Chinese Government, in the 
“ belief that there would be no difficulty in the 
“matter, opened the ports in question at once. 
“ The English Government, however, refuses to 
“enter into such an arrangement; and the 
“ Chinese Government will therefore very pro- 
** bably close the ports again. I have been told 
“that England may, if she has not already done 
‘a0, object to the ports being cloecd, as the 
“Chinese had no right to take it for granted 
“that the English Government would agree to 
“ the conditions. How the controversy will end 
“TI cannot say; but this much I may venture 
“upon : that the opium trade is, in my opinion, 
«doomed, and the sooner the British public 
“realizes that fact the better it will be for 
“India. China will before very long demand a 
“revision of the treaty ; and unless England is 
*« prepard to go to war with her imported opium 
« will be so heavily taxed as to exclude it al- 
* together from China.” 


This ‘ well-informed’ writer, as it happens, 
turns out to be most decidedly ill-informed. 
A reference to an article on the Chefoo con. 
vention, contained in our issue of 16th. July 
last, will show the actual state of the case, 
As to closing the ports and places of call the 
words of Prince Kang, then quoted by us, 
show that the Chinese have no intention of 
doing anything of the kind. ‘he natives of 
the “Flowery Land” are not so averse to 
intercourse with foreigners os people at 
home imagine them to be; it is quite time 
the idea was exploded. In future the St. 
Jumes’s Gazette had better be careful of pinning 
its faith on the utterances of * well-informed ' 
correspondents. 


Tue Akebono Shinbun gives a short account 
of the meeting recently held at the German 
Club and after referring to the resolution 
circulated in Yokohama takes exception to the 
words “improper” and “arbitrary” which 
were Contained in it. ‘ Why are these terms 
used?” asks the Al-ebono Shinbun, “To assert 
their determination to destroy the combination 
entered into by out merchants which is in- 
convenient to them. This is the usual’ style 
of threats indulged in by foreigners; but we 
hope Japanese merchants will be prepared to 
resort to measures which will put an effectual 
stop to their menacos.” (Go ahead Mr. 


Akebono Shinbun : give us some more of the 
same sort. It pleases the guild and won’t hurt 
the greedy, grasping, obnoxious foreigners. 
If it is a fair question to ask, have you receiv- 
ed from the guild, or someone elee, who pulls 
your strings an order “increasing the number of 
copies”? ‘The tone of the native papers on 
the silk question would be unbearable if it was 
not pitiable—pitiable because of the vile cen- 
sorship under which they are held, through 
which they can only speak as they are prompt- 
ed, and by which all freedom of thought and 
expression are crippled. It isa pity Japanese 
journalists and their censors cannot be supplicd 
with a correct translation of J. 8. Mill’s essay 
On Liberty.—Ed. J. G.] 


THe same paper says in another paragraph : 
“ For a few days after the establishment of the 
Rengo Kiito Ni Adzukarisho foreign merchants 
had some dealings with it, but being unable to 
secure all the profit to themselves they entered 
into a compact to discontinue the purchase of 
silk from the guild under a penalty of $2,000.” 


A Bemarx made by Mr. Moberly at the close 
of the silk merchants’ mevting at the Club 
Germania respecting the insecurity, or perhaps 
unsatisfactoriness of the banker's lien on silk 
stored in the premises of the Rengo Kiito 
Niadzukarisho, opens a grave question which 
may well be raised in a commercial community. 
The Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho is, as its name 
imports, a warehousing company which under- 
takes to hold and sell silk entrusted to it for 
those purposes. It is, therefore, a custodian or 
trustee only, and has uo power to hypothecate 
the silk entrusted to its charge for advances 
made thereon. The Shokin-ginko is in the 
same position: it is not the owner, but the 
mortgagee of silk deposited with it. The same 
principle applies to all national banks who are 
pledgees (if the term is admissible) of silk on 
which advances have been made by them. 

It is, we believe, an indisputable fact that 
some of these institutions have of late entrusted 
silk to foreign houses in the settlement for 
storage; and that on the godown delivery order 
some of our financicrs have made advances to 
a considerable extent. 

With the merits of such transactions it is not 
our province to deal; but we are justified in 
pointing out what we conceive to be a serious 
danger which has apparently not been suf- 
ficiently recognized. A is the owner of silk 
deposited with B as security for certain ad- 
vances in paper. B finding the sale of A’s 
silk and consequent repayment of advances 
slower than he anticipated, is obliged to look 
elsewhere for money, and applies to C, a foreign 
financier, who agrees to advance to B on consi- 
deration of B depositing with D, a foreign 
merchant, a sufficient quantity of silk to cover 
the loan. B agrees to this, and sends in to D 
the silk belonging to A, receiving from C 
an advance in spevie. Time rolls on; cur- 
rency exchange grows worse and worse; the 
renlisntion of the silk becomes more and more 
difficult. Finally, A resolves upon repayment 
of his advances to B, and to withdraw his 
security. ‘The advance, for argument’s sake, 
we put down at 100,000 yen, worth when 
made $62,000, the sum advanced by C to B. 
The decline in exchange which has taken place 
obliges B to provide 115,000 yen to take up 
his loan with C, which he is unable todo. In 
the meantime, A demands his silk, and is told 
it is in the custody of D under lien to C for ad- 
vancesfmade by himto B. Die an Englishman, 
and the questions well worthy of consideration 
before they arise, are:—What would be the 
position of Q if A, the owner of alk pledged 


by B to C without A’s knowledge or consent, 
should bring an action against D to compel 
him to deliver the silk to the lawful owner ? 

Possession is said to equal nine points of the 
law; but there is such a thing as wrongfal 
hypothecation ; and in the supposititious case 
cited we have no doubt whatever that an action 
by the cestui que trust against D would be un- 
answerable, while C would find, but too late, 
that his ‘security ” never had an existence. 

There are numerous cases where the fiduciary, 
acting towards C with the best intentions, may 
be unable to fulfil his obligations, or to satisfy 
the owner of the silk. We have instanced ex- 
change as the most likely cause under the pre- 
sent aspect of affairs, but in any case C has no 
claim whatsoever to A’s silk for advances mado 
by C to B; and D, in the eye of the law, would 
be regarded by a competent court as custodian 
for A, to whom delivery of the silk would be 
decreed. What locus standi C would have in 
an action by A against D we cannot conceive ; 
it passes comprehension. 


Tue flactuations in paper during the last 
few days have been of a most distracting 
character, three and four per cent. within a 
few houre marking the revulsious of feeling in 
regard to the action of the Rengo Kiito 
Niadzukarisho and the resolute opposition 
shown by foreign merchants. Yesterday the 
buying rate for specie was 180 for small lots; 
to-day, we understand fair amounts are offered 
at 176; and there are other evidences to lead 
to the belief that speculation in money is again 
rife and is likely to be fraught with disastrous 
consequences to producers and those people 
who, bond fide, have merchandise to sell or 
buy. 

On inquiry late this afternoon we found 
current a report snpposed to have been spread 
by the “ exchange ring ” to the effect that the 
Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho had resolved to 
abandon if not the whole the most important 
of the restrictions sought to be imposed on 
foreign silk purchasers; and to revert to the 
former system of aending in silk to foreign silk 
godowns for inspection. This report has no 
foundation so far as foreign merchants know ; 
and it merely serves to show the tricks 
to which speculators resort to create facti- 
tious values for currency. The Jupanese press 
on one hand heap all sorts of invective on 
foreigners for their opposition (insolent, of 
course) to the Rengo Kiito Nindzukarisho, and 
prophecy their eventual discomfiture: on the 
other hand, the “ exchange ring” busily cir- 
culates stories that the Rengo Kiito Niadzu- 
karisho is already worsted in the conflict (so- 
called) and is about to dissolve. 

Is it possible that the whole affair has been 
a speculative dodge? Of course, the trade, 
impressed by a belief that if thy Rengo Kiito 
Niadzukarisho should diss:lve, silk will be 
bought largely, looks to the strong probability 
of an advance in the value of kinsatsu, and 
many will be induced, on th: se premises, to 
operate in time bargains to their great loss, 
and the certain gain of the confederates. 

That the ramour has some colour is shown 


‘by a paragraph in the Nichi Nichi Shinbun of 


tosday, which aunouners thar the dead leck 


| offers no opening for a peace 11 solution, con- 


sequently the Rengo Kiito Niazukarisho will 
probably dissolve and set its members free to 
conduct their silk business as before. Ina 
note in onr issue of the 17th. we stated that 
the rules of this association presented to tho 
public were one thing, and the sceret rules 
another. The rules as published are not im- 
proper nor very unreasonable in themselves, 
but tHe secret-rules ere of a character that 
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renders their disclosure impossible. 
such circumstances, a disselution of the com- 
pany isn very improbable event, for should it 
be followed by an exposure of the secret springs 
of action the foundation of any other company 
in Japan will be effectually prevented by the 
force of public opinion. 

Tue China Mail, in its issue of the 6th. 
ult., refers tothe presence in Hongkong of 
Mr. E. J. Durney who, from a book of criti- 
cisms compiled from English, Australian, and 
American papers, appears to be wn organist of 
avery high order of merit. ‘This gentleman 
is now in Yokohama and might be prevailed 
upon to give an organ recital in the Church 
in aid of the fand now in process of being 
raised. Apart from the imperative nature of 
the object, to adopt the words of our Hong- 
kong contemporary, “it will be a cause for 
much regret to all lovers or admircrs of the 
works of the great masters if he shonld be 
allowed to depart without some opportunity 
being given to them of listening to an exhibi- 
tion of his great ability.” Musical treats, 
such as Mr. Durney evidently can afford, are 
“ few and far between” in this Ultima Thule 
of civilization, and we would therefore strong- 
ly recommend the Church Committee to 
endeavour to secure the services of this gentic- 
man in the way we have suggested. 


Or the 21st. ultimo much surpriso was ex- 
pressed at the tone of an article in the Japan 
Mail in reference to the mecting at the Club 
Germania, wherein the writer made just and 
forcible denunciation of the lax principles of 
honour and integrity displayed by Japanese 
merchants in their dealings with foreigners. 
Some of the incredulous did not hesitate to say 
that want of time precluded the usual consulta- 
tion, and that the article in question might 
lead to the withdrawal of the subscriptions of 
the foreign office. For the Japan Mail to 
appear as an accuser of Japanese, whatever 
their station of life, was a new réle; and 
speculation was rife as to the possibility of 
republication of the epirited note of the 21st. 
in the following weekly edition of the paper. 
Bets of two to one were freely offered against 
the weekly, and five to one against the mail 
edition repeating the article; and the layers 
of the odds have won. 

The fact is, the daily paper is published for 
Yokohama alone. It never goes abroad, and 
what it contains is immaterial solong as the few 
foreign subscribers are satisfied. The Japan 
Weexty Mail is, however, a different journal ; 
and it is clear that the insertion of such an 
article os that alluded to, aud the subscription 
of the Japanese foreign office to the paper 
containing it, would be incompatible, Steps 
were therefore tuken to avoid the dilemma, and 
readers of the Japan Weexty Mail abroad will 
be in happy ignorance of the strictures of the 
Japan Daity Mail in Yokohama on the com- 
mercial morality of the Japanese. This is as it 
should be ; one good turn deserves another. 


Revrer's agent makes an announcement that 
will be received with much satisfaction, On 
and after the 1st. Octoher Renter's Com- 
pany will place their most comprehensive tele- 
graph codes at the disposal of the public for a 
consideration of thirty cents per code word 
used in addition to the ordinary telegraph 
rates. Merchants and bankers have more or 
less complete codes of their own; but the 
generol public, travellers, shipmasters, and 
others are not so fortunate, and as communica- 
tion by telegraph is fast becoming » necessity 
We have pleasure in calling attention to the 
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valuable assistance Reuter’s Company offer for 
the transmission of messages. 

Non-business people are not conversant with 
the difficulties attendant upon the transmission 
of messages in ordinary words. The cost being 
measured by the number of words, senders 
frequently curtail their messages until they 
become unintelligible to the receiver, and form 
in themselves traps for the telegraph operators, 
there being abundant instances of grave mis- 
takes from this cause. A compreheusive code 
is therefore invaluable. 


Tne Japan Darty Mail montions a rumour 
to the effect that a distinguished member of 
the corps diplomatique is ahout to transfer his 
services to a law court, and to assist the Japan- 
ese in the edministration of the new code 
which is to come into force next year. 

The opportunity thus afforded for a little 
gentle gush is not lost; nor is tho occasion 
neglected for the expression of one of those 
firm and honest convictions for which this 
thoroughly independent journal is celebrated. 
The * conviction” this time will probably sur- 
prise the Japanese as much as the article on 
‘native commercial morality did. Can the 
Daily Mail be serious in its belief that this 
‘country can only hope to secure competent 
jadministration of justice by the appointment 
of foreign judges? What! Japan not fit to 
admivister her own laws without the aid of 
foreign judges? Monstrous! What will the 
‘foreign office any to this, if it appears in the 
| WEEKLY Mail? ‘This is probably the last blow 
the Mail should have inflicted upon the honour 
‘of this country: to announce to the world 
that the middle classes of Japan are unfit to 
perform tho functions of jurymen which 
are transferred to a bench of five judges in 
causes of unu:ual importance, was sufficiently 
injurious to the nation's reputation; but the 
damage is now made complete by a declaration 
jthat “tho law officers of this country have 
proved distinctly that of judicial spirit they 
| possess scarcely the most insignificant mea- 
‘ sure.” 

How, in the name of common sense, are 
these extraordinary declarations to be re- 
eonciled with the same writer's persistent 
denunciation of the extrasterritorial rights 
enjoyed by foreigners? Porhaps some answer 
will be vouchsafed to an astonished public to 
explain how it is possible to advocate the 
curtailment of rights affecting the liberty and 
property of foreigners when the administration 
of justice by the nation seeking to obtain 
jurisdiction over them is confessedly impossible 
or wholly untrustworthy unless foreign judges 
be employed, 


Tue betting is ten to one against the re- 
publication of the ‘ foreign judge” paragraph 
in the papers subscribed for by the Japanese 
government. 
| 


We have no intention of disputing the 
assertion that it is not every lexicographer 
who could write an exhaustive definition of a 
judge as he exists in the west, for the simple 
reason that it is not a lexicographer’s business 
ito attempt it; and the more so as the Japan 
| Daily Mail has itself given ue a remarkable de- 
finition which we extract for the benefit of our 
readers. : 

“He is aman whose inheritance of integrity 
is something no system can beget; a man 
whose ancestors have lived in 

‘A land of settled government, 
A land of just and old renown 
Where freedom broadens slowly down 


From precedent to precedent,’ "' 


It appears such a man is to be found in the 
corps diplomatique; ® man of “ unswerving 
impartiality which creed cannot sway nor fac- 
tion deflect, which ‘cuts prejudice against the 
grain,’ and toils not for ‘title, place, or touch 
of pension.’ ” 

If such a man is to be found in Japan he 
will, of course, give his services to the nation 
gratuitously; or, at all events, as he cannot 
possibly have an eye to: a pension which he 
will abandon on retiring from the service of 
his own country, he will not venture to ask 
for any higher remuneration than he at present 
receives from a grateful nation. It it should 
come to pass that judicial appointments of 
foreigners are to be made to the Japanese 
courts, would it not be well to select men in 
active practice of the law, and of reputation 
for legal acquirements which should secure 
for them general respect and confidence. There 
may, of course, be members of the corps diplo- 
matique fully competent for judiciul prefer- 
ment; but as we do not know of such any 
our remarks have no personal tendency. 


We observe in the Hocht Shinbun an an- 
nounce ment that a competitive exhibition of 
silk will be shortly held at Maycbashi; and 
the Japan Mail alludes to several others as on 
the taps. 

We have now much pleasure in announcing 
that foreigners resident in Yokohama are 
about to organize a grand exhibition of silk, 
with a view to stimulate the chief producers 
and dealers to greater exertion in the future. 
An extensive building will be erected, and in 
handsome glazed cases will be displayed speci- 
mens of the muster parcels upon which sales 
have been effected; and in close proximity 
will be exhibited large parcels of the bulk 
when delivered. 

This novel idea is one our Japanese friends 
should. follow out in their own exhibitions; 
for, in addition to the encouragement it will 
give to the trade, it will serve to show how 
sales are conduc ted; while the ingratitude of 
the foreign merchant in grumbling at the con- 
trast between the sample and bulk us delivered 
to him will be exposed in all its abominable 
selfishness. 

Japanese papers please copy. 


AnotuER exhibition is contemplated but not 
yet publicly announced. We hear from e high 
source that the government are so pleased with 
the services rendered to the state by certain 
distinguished financiers who have lately tender- 
ed disinterested advice, that a proposition ia 
being considered which, if carried out, will 
meet with general approval. 

These gentlemen will sit in glass cases in 
the great exhibition building in Uyeno park, 
for six hours daily for a month or two; and 
the people will thus have an opportunity they 
aro not likely to enjoy again of observing the 
style, manner, complexion, and all other the at- 
tributes of the distinguished financiers, to whom 
this country is so deeply indebted. To add 
to the value of the exhibition some of these 
gentlemen will give, at intervals, illustrations 
of their skill; and the delighted spectators 
may behold with whut ease a parcel of printed 
paper may be changed into gold or silver, with 
no other media than a few balcs of silk, or 
a few piculs of tea. By another process, will 
be shown the eluborate experiment known as 
the “Transposition of Wealth.” Three pers 
sons are necessary parties to this trick. A, 
producer and owner of one hundred bales of 
silk; B,a foreigner, with fifty thousand silver 
dollars in hand: C, a momber of the Rengo 
Kiito Niadgukarisho with eighty thousand 
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pretty little new crisp yen-satsu. The 
chief financier, by a rapid movement of hand 
will effect a complete transfor, and almost 
before the brilliancy of the experiment has 
passed, A will find himself minus his silk but 
plus tho eighty thousand pretty little new 
crisp yen-satsu: B’s fifty thousand dollars 
will have disappeared, but lo! he will have 
the one hundred bales of silk, to form a 
fair equivalent: C, with deep regrct, will 
have lost the pretty little new crisp yen-sateu, 
but may gaze with rapture upon the pile of 
silver dollars into which they have been trans- 
muted. 

At the closo of this experiment a short 
lecture will be delivered, proving to every 
body’s satisfaction that the changed position 
benefits every one, especially A. 

Several other highly interesting experiments 
will be performed; and, in fact, the exhibi- 
tion promises to be so successful that to secure 
the safety of the spectators, and prevent over 
crowding, no individual will be admitted more 
than three times. N.B. Nothing but silver 
will be taken at the doors. 

Hochi and Ohoya please copy. 


Tur Mainichi Shinbun hears that the cabinet 
has decided that the propertics of the Kaitaku- 
shi shall be sold on the conditions already 
settled. 


Tue Ohoya Shinbun says that the price of 
dollars having recently risen extraordinarily in 
consequence of stagnation in the silk trade, it 
is currently reported that the government 
intend to interpose. It is therefore expected 
that a great change will shortly take place in 
the value of kinsateu. 


Tug same paper says that a telegram from 
Kioto announces that Princess Katsurano Miya 
is dangerously ill. 


“The Chugai Bukka Shinpo has the following 
item :—“ In our last issue we attributed the 
recent rise in the price of specie to an overplus 
of imports, but omitted to state how much 
such imports amounted to. We shall here give 
a rough account of the same from Ist. June to 
15th. September in this year as compared 
with the corresponding period in 1x80, in 
order to prove the correctness of our opinion :— 


1881. , 1880. 
Nature of 
Import. Amount. Amount. 
Catties. Catties. 
Cotton Yarn.. 7,330,000 6,700,009 
Sugar........15,160,000 9,290,000 
Piculs. Piculs. 
Shirtings..... 402,900 358,100 
Camlets.. . 10,500 7,000 
Muslin .. « 109,000 58,600 
Cloth........ 19,000 5,000 
Velvet, &c.... 58,300 52,800 
Catties. Catties. 
Iron ...... «» 5,480,000 2,690,000 
Cases. Cases. 
Kerosene oil.. 232,000 158,000 


In some miscellaneous articles a decrease is 
observed ; but the chief articles of import have 
all more or less increased in quantity during 
the present year. With respect to silk and 
tea, the two principal items in our export 
trade in the same period we find the follow- 
ing :— 

188]. 1880. 

Silk... 688,000 cattics. 606,000 catties. 

Tea... 8,172,000 ,, 10,184,000 ,, 

In these figures an increase of over 80,900 
catties will be observed in silk exports whilst 
fea has decreased by over two million catties. 


Our total export trade has therefore sustained 
some decreaso whilet import trade has enjoyed 
a proportionate increase. Demand for silver 
has also increased which need cause no sur- 
prise, but may be taken simply as a logical 
consequence. 


The Japan Mail (daily) makes an assertion 
of a peculiar character. It warns the public 
against the misrepresentations of a contem- 
porary respecting a portion of the eccret rules 
of the Kiito Niadzukarisho recently published ; 
and avers the rules are not secret, nor are 
they a portion of any such. The fact is, the 
rules in quostion were never intended to be 
disclosed untilit was known that a copy or 
copies had been givon away, or perhaps sur- 
reptitiously taken, No communication touching 
these rules was made to Mr. Wilkin, or to 
foreign merchants, a formality thought worthy 
of observance on a former occasion. We 
have very strong authority for asserting that 
the object of the silk combination being purely 
to obtain specie by means of the three-corner- 
ed process of buying silk for paper and realis- 
ing it for silver, the real rules are necessarily 
secret. We ask for nothing stronger to sup- 
port this assertion than clauses numbers, 2, 4, 
5, 7, 8, 13, and 14, of the rules published on 
the 28th, August. 


Rumours have been afloat for some few weeks 
past touching the formation of a local fire 
insurance company for the protection of Bluff 
property owners; and we now call attention 
to the advertisement containing the memo- 
raudum of association descriptive of the objects 
of the undortaking. 

Recent private reference to one of the direc- 
tors of a first class home office ns to the pro- 
bability of the rates on the Bluff being re- 
duced and equalised with risks of equal quality 
elsewhere, elicited a reply which our corres- 
pondent describes as an unanswerable argu- 
ment. ‘If, said the director, ‘“‘the good 
people of Yokohama believed the rates now 
charged are in excess of the risk under- 
taken by the home offices, they would 
form a company of their own.” There is 
undeniable force in this remark; and it is 
gratifying to find that a company is projected 
which promises to be established on a 
sound basis, and to supply # long felt want. 

The chief promoters met yesterday and 
pnesed a scrice of resolutions, the more im- 
portant of which we may refer to. Befure any 
risks are accepted the directors of the company 
will take the opinion of Mr. Lowder, barrister- 
at-law, respecting their liability, which is, as the 
memorandum of association states, to be limited 
to the funds and subscribed capital of the com- 
pany. That this limitation can be secured by 
special contract need not be doubted ; and while 
the shareholdors will receive indispeusable pro- 
tection the assured will have ample sccurity in 
the funds and capital. To appreciate the 
sufficiency of the security offered reference 
must be made to the data upon which the 
promoters rely. During the past thirteen 
years the recorded losses on the Bluff have not 
exceeded an average of $1,300 per annum ; and 
it is well known that had the precautions 
which the new company proposes to take, in 
placing hand fire engines at various stations on 
the Bluff, been adopted earlier the losses 
would have been much lighter. With care in 
selection of its risks this company should be 
prosperous: it is not prematurely formed, for 
no better guidejto probabilities can be had than 
the actnal experience of so long a period of 
time. The company will, of course, limit its 
liability on eingle risks; and wo wodorstend 


provision has been made to prevent great liabi- 
lity from an accumulation of risks which may 
be within the range of one fire of even 
exceptional magnitude. At the preliminary 
meeting nearly one-fifth of the total number 
of shares was taken up and upon the requisite 
number of applications for shares being recciv- 
ed, a geveral meeting of shareholders will be 
called to approve the articles of association, 
receive counsel’s opinion, and consider other 
important matters in connection with the busi- 
ness, The rates for insurance will be, we 
believe, somewhere about ore-half those at 
present payable; and some discretion is to he 
exercised in connection with the class of build- 
ing and its surroundings; that is, the hard 
and fast rule of arbitrary clessification now in 
use will be subjected to practical modification. 

The large sums annually paid to foreign 
insurance offices has often raised the question 
of advisability of starting a company of our 
own; and if the attempt now made is ona 
very humble scale we must remember that to 
emall beginnings some of the largest companics 
owe their present prosperity. 

Every movement, wo repeat, which has a 
tendency to make this community a little more 
self-reliant, will be hailed with real satisfac- 
tion; for the apathy of the public to all 
matters concerning their welfare hus becn 
truly deplorable. 


Ir is always gratifying to have to record 
acknowledgments made to masters of vessels 
for sorvices rendered to the cause of hnman- 
ity. Captain H. Thomsen, of the German 
barque Carl, on her last voyage from Naga- 
saki to Yokohama, picked up twenty-nine men 
belonging to fishing boats lying in dangerous 
positions twenty-two miles off Cape King, on 
the 2nd September last when it was blowing 
a farious gale. The men were rescued with 
some difficulty, and brought to Yokohama. 
Captain Thomsen has recoived a lotter, of 
which we append a translation, from Ed. 
Zappe, Esq., H. I. G. M. Consul, conveying 
the thanks of the Prefect of Kanagawa. 

I have the honour to inform you that I 
brought the circumstance of the saving of 
the lives of 29 wrecked Japanese seafishers 
on your last voyage from Nagasaki to 
Yokohama to the knowledge of H. I. G. M. 
Profect, and bave been requested by tho 
said official to express to you his warmest 
thanks for your unselfish and noble help, 
given to his countrymen in their dangerous 
situation. 

In addition to tho pleasure of being 
the medinm of this communication, 1 will 
add that H.E. the Prefect advised me that 
he would not fail to inform the imperial go- 
vernment of the particalars of the incident. 

(Signed)  _Zapre, 
H. I. G. M. Consul. 


A meetixe of foreign merchants was held at 
the Chamber of Commerce at 4 p.m. yester- 
day (29th Sept). There was a full attendance 
of all in any way interested in silk, and perfect 
unanimity prevailed 

The result of the meeting was an emphatic 


affirmation to uphold in its entirety the 
declaration recently signed and sent to 
the newly formed native silk association, 


not to purchase silk under the rules and regu- 
lations of the Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho; and 
the appointment of a committee to undertake 
and initiate any measures which may be cou- 
sidered advisable for a proper undcratanding 
between silk producers and foreign buyers. 

The committee consists of Messrs, A. J. 
Wilkin, Tom Thomas, and E, de Bavier, with 
power to-add to their numbor, 
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In another column. will be found a transla- 
tion of some private rules agreed upon by the 
members of the Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho. 
These rules are dated September, while 
those forwarded to foreign merchants were 
framed in the month previous. Those interest- 
ed in the question will now have an opport- 
unity of examining a portion of the secret 
tules. We say a portion, for of the rules of 
the company only the original exists which 
is carefully guarded, and of which no copy 
is allowed to be taken. 


Tue Mai Nichi Shinbun ays that the gover- 
nor of Kanagawa-ken, after a consultation 
with Mr. Kawai, the head of the police in that 
ken, has decided to despateh one police sergeant 
aud four constables to Nagahama, Miuragori 
and Sagami for the purpose of inspecting 
vessels bound for Yokohama which may call 
at Kobe and Osaka, with a view to the detection 
of cholera amongst passengers or crows. This 
measure is said to have been adopted in con- 
sequence of a telegram announcing the rapid 
spread of cholera in those cities. 


THE same paper asserts that the Rengo Kii- 
to Ni-adzukarisho have borrowed 1,000,000 
yen from the government as well as 750,000 
yen from a certain bank. These sums, in con- 
junction with its subscribed capital, form a 
grand total of 1,850,000 yen. 


Tue Nichi Nichi Shinbun snys that His 
Imperial Majesty the Mikado will return to 
the capital at 2 p.m. on the 11th. October. 


Tue Akebono Shinbun has the following 
items :—The time is at hand for the establish- 
ment of our long looked for national assembly. 
Thoughtful officials have commenced to advo- 
cate popular representation; meetings have 
been held in various places and memorials to 
government are being prepared praying for the 
establishment of such an assembly which is 
urgently demanded by the people. H. FE. 
Iwakura who is now in Kioto, but who will 
return to the capital prior to the arrival of 
His Imperial Majesty the Mikado is snid to be 
strongly in favor of the movement. 


Tue Hochi Shinbun enys that an inter. 
national cotton exhibition will be held in 
Atranta (?) America during the present year 
and that the commercial and agricultural 
department despatched some samples of our 
produce to that place the day before yesterday 
(28th. Sept.) 


Tae same paper hears that forts will be built 
by the war department at Higashiura, Tsuruga, 
and Yechizen. 

We were in error is stating that the Y.A.R. 
Club’s bont competed in the last race of the 
Naval Regatta on Wednesday afternoon. Thee 
mistake, which was shared by the time-keeper 
on board the flag-ship, arose from the circam- 
stance of the boat going round tho course with 
those which were competing. 

Tue Nichi Nichi Shinbun says that five 
palaces aro sbout to be built in various parts 
of the country, two of which will bo at Nijio 
castle, two at Osaka castle an will the other at 
Tsuruga castle. These palaces are intended 
for the accommodation of H. I. M. the Mikado 
when ho visits those places, as well as for the 
reception of distinguished foreigners. 


Tn same paper remarks that the agricul- 
tural, commercial, and judicial departments, 
tho senate and the financial inspoction office 


have almost decided to send a memorial to the 
government protesting against the injustice of 
the Kaitakushi job. 


Tae Nichi Nicht Shinbun has the following 
item :—Consuls and ministers of foreign eoun- 
tries are endeavouring, by arbitration, to effect 
an amicable settlement of the difficulty which 
has arisen between the Rengo Kiito Niadzu- 
karisho and foreign merchants, but as yet they 
have not been able to make a compromise. The 
latter stedfastly insist on a return to the old 
system by which silk was sent to their houses 
where, after inspection, they invariably beat 
down the prices, first taking care to find out 
(by telegram) the ruling rates abroad. The 
furmer assert that they sustain heavy loss by 
this practice and give out that if it is forced on 
them they will never buy any kind of goods 
from foreigners. We hope the company will 
agree to reasonable terms and not pursue a 
rash policy which must produce a disastrous 
effect on foreign trade at large.” 

Our virtuous contemporary is inclined to 
think ‘‘there are some wicked dealers who 
secretly sell silk to foreigners and who ought 
to be severely punished for so doing.” 


Prorte are asking themselves if it is really 
true that the national banks have been forbid- 
den [by whom ?] to make advances in the coun- 
trv to any silk producer against shipments of 
silk consigned to any other institution than the 
Rongo Kiito Niadzukarisho. We fear it is 
true; and that a resolute determination is 
arrived at to prevent foreigners purchasing a 
single bale of silk except through the twenty- 
six monopolists. What is the consequence? 
All internal trade is stopped. 


Tue contest between the Rengo Kiito 
Niadzukarisho and foreign merchants shows 
no signs of relaxation. The former are ap- 
parently resolved to adhere to rules which 
they mast by this time feel are unreasonable; 
and jndging from the threats of direct export 
of the large stock on hand conveyed to for- 
eigners through the medium of the subsidized 
organ, we are inclined to think one of the 
few trump cards in the hands of the native 
association has been played. Foreigners, on 
the other band, seem to be growing daily more 
aonited, and, acting as they are now doing in 
concert, and on principle, there is little 
prospect of yielding on their side. No better 
evidences of firmness can be had than the 
last letter of the Silk Committee dated 30th. 
instant, and the following telegram forwarded 
by that committee in the name of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce to The Times, London, the 
Chamber of Commerce, Lyons, and the 
Silk Association, New York, on the Ist 
instant. 

That message will ornament the bulletin 
boards of all exchanges and news rooms 
throughout Europe and the United States 
this (Monday) morning, and merchants in- 
terested in Japan silk well be informed,— 

“ SILK BUSINESS SUSPENDED BY NEW OPPRES- 
SIVE CONDITIONS OF SALE IMPOSED BY JAPANESE 
cups. Forricn Buyers Resisting.” 

This significaut intimation wiil be tho- 
roughly understood; and all orders for 
Yokohama will be hold over waiting further 
information from here. The consequence will 
be, a suspension of foreign business ; and the 
Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho will find new 
opponents in Europe and the United States, 
who will certainly defer their silk requirements 
to tho better judgment of their agents here. 
This telegram most effectually disposes of 
tho silly, childish threat of direct export 


recontly mado, Thore is no roason whatever 


why Japanese merchants may not ship at 
any time; should they do so foreigners 
might, and probably would, with great 
justico, prove to the producer that owing to 
business conditions, less commissions, easier 
finance, and, briefly, knowledge and ex- 
perience, the foreign merchant here can 
always give more for silk than can be 
roalised from direct shipments. Should the 
threat, which no conductor of a newspaper 
with a grain of business experience would 
have made, to ship the unsaleable stock 
lying on hand bere be carried out, a second 
telegram would convey the gratify intel- 
ligence to London and elsewhere in terms 
somewhat as follows :— 

“Japanese guild combination still con- 
tinues. Business with foreigners suspended. 
Large shipments are being made on Japanese 
account, all of which require inspection and 
classification.” 

Not only would the four or five thousand 
bales of silk thus sent lie for months on the 
home markets, but the addition to the stock, 
and the knowledge of the state of affairs 
here, would cause a sudden fall in the price 
of Japan silk, and a blow would be dealt to 
the trade from which it would not recover 
for a considerable period. 

Japanese, or rather the twenty-six mono- 

lists who form the Rengo Kiito Niadza- 
Enrisho-Machigaiehs, have relied upon tho 
want of anity among foreigners; and, judg- 
ing from thoir assumed victory in the iron 
hoop question, they thought there would be no 
defence to their present action. Combinations 
in trade are regarded with dislike by foreign 
merchants ; but when forced into one in golf 
defence the question is whether the Japanese 
shall be victorious, yield while they can do so 
without dishonour, or be ignominioasly de- 
feated and driven from the field. Time will 
decide. 


Tue Argus of the Ist. inst. has the following 
items :-— 


A rumour, which requires confirmation, has 
reached us to the effect that H. I. M. the 
Mikado has had a very narrow escape of 
sharing the fate of the late President Garfield. 
On the occasion of his leaving Akits, when he 
had already embarked in the Awomori-kan a 
native fired at him and the bullet passed a 
few inches over his head. The would-be as- 
sassain is said to have been asrested. In 
consequence of this attempt His Imperial Ma- 
jesty left suddenly and, travelling incognito, 
reached Tokio on the 29th. ult, Since that 
date a regiment under arms guards the palace 
day and night. The news has caused much 
sensation in the capital; it is supposed that 
the vernacular journals have been prohibited 
from publishing any particulars. 


Tux flagstaff belonging to the Portugnese 
government lies on the ground close to the 
walls of Mr. Keswick’s house. Instead of 
allowing it to rot there our consul ought to 
claim and sell it and apply tho proceeds to 
the relief of distressed Portuguese subjects. 


Tae same paper has a long article on the 
Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho, in which the recent 
action of foreign merchants is strenuously sup- 
ported 


Tue Nichi Nichi Shinbun writes as follows 
on the silk difficulty :— 


Tho condition of the silk trade at Yoko- 
hama has assnmed a serious aspect, Foreign 
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merchants held another meeting on the 28th. 
ultimo when they discussed a letter addressed 
by the president and directors of the Rengo 
Kiito Niadzurisho to Mr. Wilkin, and passed 
a resolution to stand out against the establish- 
ment to the last. 


The reason for this firmness on their part 
is, that the rules of the Adzukarisho interfere 
with their pockets by prohibiting the inspec- 
tion of silk at their stores, and preventing 
them from receiving the 2.5°/, they formerly 
spre on the amount of surplus in each 


Their measures are very. decisive. They 
have resolved not to buy any silk from ‘the 
Niadzukarisho; they have requested foreign 
banks to advance no sums whatever to Ja- 
panese dealers, and this request has been 
complied with; they have sent protests to 
the producing districts against the establish- 

_ ment of the Niadzukarisho and at the same 
time offered to negotiate with those producers 
who would deal with them independently of 
the guild; they have decided ou sending 
agents to producing districts to buy silk and 
have promised not to take any goods on 
board foreign vessels for direct exportation. 


Such are the measures taken by foreign- 
ers. The Niadzukarisho, on their part, intend 
to maintain their ground most strongly. The 
Koseki Gumi who contracted to sell eight 
bales of silk to foreigners, independently of 
the guild, has desisted from doing so. 

The steps taken by Japanese to oppose 
foreigners are as follows :—The specie bank 
has raised the rate of exchange to an ex- 
traordinary degree, and has warned every 
native bank with which it has transactions 
that it has decided not to advance money for 
silk which is not consigned to the Niadzukari- 
sho. The members of banks in Tokio, over 
fifty in number, have held a meeting and 
have also resolved not to advance any money 
whatever to silk producers and dealers who 
are not connected with the guild, and they 
have already proceeded to carry this resolu- 
tion into effect. Native importers at Yoko- 
bama have resolved to stop all purchases 
from foreign merchants until the difficulty 
is settled. 

Thus the case stands between both parties. 
The matter most vely affects our com- 
mercial interests, and it may be said that the 
straggle now going on is the most desperate 
that has occurred since our ports were opened. 

There are some traders in Tokio and in 
Yokohama who at first were opposed to the 
establishment of the Niadsukarisho, but 
when they understood its patriotic spirit, and 
saw that it was intended to put a stop to the 
arbitrary proceedings of foreigners and to 
regain our commercial rights they immedi- 
ately abandoned their opposition. A difficulty 
has arisen between Japanese and foreigners 
and all have united to protect their common 
interests. Messrs. Shibusawa Kisaka, Hara 
Zenzaburo (Noso), (Mitsui Bussan K waisha), 
all being officials, are making every possible 
exertion, and Mr. Nakamura of the specie 
bank, and Mr. Horikoshi and other leading 
import dealers who respect national rights, 
think the present is the time for the people 
to insist on the privileges they have lost and 
have therefore most strenuously opposed the 
action of foreigners. 

Thus banks and public companies even in 
Tokio are assisting in the enterprise; pro- 
ducers are certain to join it, as also ought all 
our countrymen who have pluck. Unless 
such a strong combination is secured no 
treaty revision, so long looked for, can be 
effected, Work hard! Work hard! 


Tue following is the reply of the committee 
of foreign merchants to the communication 
of the Rengo Kiito Niadzakarisho gf 26th. 


ultimo. 
Yokohama, 30th. Sept. 1881. 


Messrs. Sarsusawa Kisako, 

Haga ZENzABURO, 

Moar Soszi, 

AsaFOUKI YEJI, 

Baxosai Krone. 

Directors, 
Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho, 
Yokohama, 

Gentlemen, 

We beg to own receipt of your communi- 
cation of 2Gth. inst. addressed to Mr. Wilkin, 
and we. see therefrom that we all agreo in 
desiring the general prosperity of trade in 
Japan. 

We would, however, take leave to point 
out to you that you do not reply to the points 
in Mr. Wilkin’s letter of 21st. inst., nor do 
you respond to the invitation which was there- 
in conveyed to you that you would inform the 
foreign silk buyers in Yokohama why you 
have felt impelled so suddenly to turn the 
method of doing business in silk which has 
so long existed in Yokohama, upside down, 
and to wish to exchange it for one which 
does not accord with the principles and 
custom of trade in other countries. 

You ask that silk buyers should state to 
you in what particulars it is that they fear 
that transactions with your Company will be 
attended with risk. 

In reply we think that there is very little, 
if anything, which we could add on this point 
to what was stated by various speakers at the 
meeting at the Club Germania on the 20th. 
instant ; and we would be glad if you would 
peaks the reports of that meeting which 

ave appeared in the various newspapers. 

What was said then may be taken as re- 
presenting the view of the foreign silk buy- 
ers of Yokohama, and indeed we think that, 
even before that, the same opinions havo 
been expressed often verbally to the members 
of the various Japanese silk houses in Yoko- 
bama. 

If you will consider the above you will, 
we believe, understand how it is that foreign 
silk buyers have been compelled to take up 
their present position. 


We are, Gentlemen, 


Yours obediently, 
(Signed) A.J. Wuxm, 
3 Tom Tuomas, Committee of 
i E. pg Bavigr, the Silk Trade 
es N. P. Kinapon, | of Yokohama. 
ae A. Wourr, 


Tue Nichi Nichi Shinbun says :—Prince 
Kanin-no-Miya, being about the same age 
as the sons of the Prince of Wales, is said to 
intend to call at the residence of their 
highnesses from time to time, during their 
stay in Tokio. The Daijio Kwan is said to 
have ordered the war department to line 
the road with troops from the Tokio garrison, 
from Shinbashi station to the Yenrio-kwan 
when their highnesses arrive at tho capital, 
for the purpose giving a proper salatation. 


Tur Nicht Nichi Shinbun says that a cent- 
ral bank will be shortly established by the 
government, 

THE same paper says that constitutional, 
civil and mercantile laws are now being 
compiled, of which the first named will be 
published next year. 


Tue Nichi Nichi Shinbun devotes a leading 
article to the abuses which the Rengo Kiito 
Niadzukarisho is formed to correct. The first 
point is, the arbitrariness of foreign merchants, 
who are accustomed to take in silk for in- 
spection pending purchase, the process of ins- 
pection being extended over 8 period sufficiently 
long for the foreign merchant to ascertain (by 
telegraph) the ruling price at home. If this 
price be below the price contracted for, the 
silk is rejected, or a lower price is offered. 
This practice, says the Nichi Nichi Shin- 
bun, shows the arbitrary manner in which 
foreigners deal with Japanese merchants in 
transactions of this character, and adds that in 
weighing silk the same spirit of arbitrariness 
is displayed, foreigners claimiug an allowance 
of one per cent. for tare, while the actual tare 
is only one-half per cent. By this means Japa- 
nese silk men lose one-half kin in each hun- 
dred kin; and this, on 30,000 bales of silk an- 
nually sold, means a loss of 500,000 yen. An- 
other absurd custom is to give fees to watch- 
men in godowns, aggregating 70,000 yen an- 
nually. In addition to all this, there is the 
risk of goods in foreigners’ godowns. Foreigoers 
do not hold themselves responsible for losses 
arising while the silk is in their custody ; and, 
what is worse than all, they borrow money 
from banks on the security of silk so deposited 
with them. To correct these abuses native 
merchants established the Rengo Kiito Niadzu- 
karisho; a movement which may be good for 
both parties. The reasons which induce for- 
cigners to refuse acceptance of the new condi- 
tious are by no means sound; but the whole 
may be amended by mutual consultation aud 


agreement, 


Tue Nichi Nicht Shinbun refers to the 
following report from the Boyeki Shokwai :— 
Since foreign merchants stopped the purchase 
of silk our direct traders have commenced to 
buy it. Yesterday the prices realized under 
the new rules ranged as follows :— 


Tomioka, $600 to $650. Mayebashi, $570 
to $580. Hachioji, $520 to $525. Kikai, 
best, $740. Kikai, $720. Kakeda, best, $655. 
Kakeda, common, $600 to $630. 

Rates in foreign countries being good, the 
combination of foreigners will not continue 
long. According to a communication from 
Lyons iu France the silk trade is in very good 
condition and prices will certainly rise. 

A communication from the United States 
to the Boyeki Shokwai arrived on the Ist in- 
stant, saying that silk of the Sanseisha marked 
yamato, fetches $700 and Kakeda, best, $695, 
and that prices tend to rise since the last report 
was given. We request those who have con- 
nection with the silk trade to take notice of 
this good news. 


Waar object can the Nichi Nichi and Mai 
Nicht Shinbun have in circulating a report to 
the effect that foreign shipping companies had 
agreed to refuse carriage of all produce shipped 
by Japanese for purposes of direct trade; 
especiully when the condactors of those journals 
know perfectly well that the story is absolutely 
false as well as absurd? We ask this ques- 
tion, because fair play is to be recommended. 
So long as the native press adheres to the 
truth it may write what it chooses without 
fear of giving offence, even although it con- 
deacends to support the actions of those twenty- 
six men who have contrived, in the past, to 
sacrifice Japanese commerce for their personal 
benefit. 

We have simply to say that had any Japanese 
merchant ‘desired to /ship produce to-day he 
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could have secured cargo space on terms as 
reasonable and fair in every respect as for- 
eigners could have done. The contest that is 
how going on is between foreign merchants 
and a combination of Japanese monopolists 
only. Foreign bankers and shipping companies 
are neutral. The struggle is uot theirs, and 
they wisely do not associate themselves in any 
way withit. Probably the Nichi Nichi and 
Mai Nichi were prompted to circulate this silly 
report by consideration of what Japanese have 
done, and would do again, if their object could 
be served thereby. Already the national banks 
have been ordered or advised, which is much 
the same thing in Japan, not to advance against 
silk to any but the members of the Rengo Kiito 
Niadzukarisho ; und the next move may be an 
order forbidding tho railway or the govern- 
ment steamship company to carry silk not 
consigned to the monopolists. It is in 
matters such as these that the difference 
between Jupanese and foreign commercial 
principles is 80 obvious. The actions which 
Japanese regard as not merely justifiable 
but meritorious, foreigners look upon as dis- 
graceful to all who participate therein. 


Tux Nichi Nichi Shinbun takes up the cry 
of “our merchants,” and recommends them to 
stund firm in the contest. Can the Nichi 
Nichi Shinbun explain how it comes to pass 
that the whole foreign trado of this nation has 
fallen into the hands of twenty-six monopolists, 
who arrogate to themselves the credit of stand- 
ing between the unscrupulous, greedy, and 
cunning foreigner and the guileless natives ? 

Has the Nichi Nichi ever considered that 
if these twenty-six men’s power had been put 
an end to five years ago, and foreiguers had 
insisted on the right, daily violated by Japan, 
of free commercial intercourse with all classes 
of natives, the export trade would be double 
what it now is? Or has our contemporary 
ever justly estimated the effect upon commerce 
of the unjust restrictions imposed upon it by the 
Machigaisho? Are not these two institutions, 
the Machiguisho and the Rengo Kiito Niadzu- 
karisho, formed for the special object of pre- 
venting the meeting of producer and consumer 
with the foreign exporter and importer, lest 
the innocent people of the interior should find 
out how much more advantageous it.is to deal 
directly, than through the medium of the 
twenty-six, who have waxed fat upon the spoils 
of their countrymen; slandered foreigners by 
exaggerated declarations of enormous profits 
appropriate] by them which of right belong to 
the native, and which have really gone into 
the pockets of the scitori? 

The Japanese press will do woll to seriously 
consider the influence for evil which these 
trade monopolies exert. Look around at the 
extent of the commerce twenty-one years after 
its establishment. It is utterly unworthy the 
name of trode, and, in fact, is a standing re- 
proach to a nation that lays claim to progress, 
as Japan does. What are the causes of this 
condition of stagnation? The Machigaisho- 
Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho, and all its kindred 
combinations to stitle freedom of commerce, 


Parcess Katsura-no-Mrra, who has been 
ill for some time, died yesterday (3rd. inst.) at 
1.17 am, 


Tue Choya Shinbun says that His Majesty 
the Mikado is reported by telegram to have 
arrived at Yonezawa at 10.30 a.m. on the 2nd. 
instant, and to have left there yesterday, at 
6.20 a.m. : 


Tue Nichi Nichi Shinbun appears to be 
sorely exercised in mind about the welfare of 
the Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho. In addition 
to the article which wo translated and repro- 
duced yesterday, there is another the sum and 
substance of which is as follows :— 

The combination of native importers against 
the purchase of every kind of article from for- 
eigners, to which we referred in our issue of 
yesterday, has not yet been carried into effect 
but it most probably will be. 

At first the Niadzukarisho entertained fears 
of specie rising in value in consequence of 
the present difficulty. But if import dealers 
make up their minds to combine, no specie 
will be required in the market and so there can 
be no anxiety of our merchants suffering ou 
that account. Success therefore scems certain. 

As we stated yesterday, foreigners circulat- 
ed about a thousand copies of their notice 
nmonget persons in the producing districts on 
the 2nd, and 3rd. instant. The Niadzukarisho 
also intend to issue a circular giving their 
version of the matter. 

After distribating their manifesto foreigners 
despatched seven or eight banto to Hachioji 
and several districts of Joshiu to buy silk; but 
this plan, we would remind native truders, may 
end in enriching banto and prove a failure at 
Just. 

Banke in the producing districts are con- 
tinually asking the Niadzukarisho whether 
they may advance money on goods for such 
transactions, bat the establishment always 
anawers in the negative. 

With regard to the combination of foreign 
merchants there are some objections amongst 
themselvee and some have refused to sign the 
resolution, but they have all refused to 
buy silk. They have sent a telegram to the 
London Times and elsewhere about the difft- 
culty, (Here follows the telegram.) 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun denies the truth 
of x statement made by the Yomiuri Shinbun 
to the effect that Mr. Nakamura of the Specie 
Bank sent 150 bales of silk to No. 1, and gives 
a translation of the letter addressed by the 
committee to the guild and the circular dis- 
tributed amongst producers, . 


A TELEGRAM announces that His Imperial 
Majesty the Mikado arrived at Fukushima in 
Iwashiro at 6.30 a.m., yesterday (4th. inst.) 
and left there at 2.15 p.m. on the same day. 


THE Hochi Shinbun, says :—Mcr. Shibusawa 
Kisnka is said to have called yesterday morn- 
ing on Mr. Wilkin, chairman of the foreign 
merchants, and to have had a conference 
with him. A rumour prevails amongst for- 
eign houses to the effect that Mr. Shibu- 
sawn negotiated about coming to a compro- 
mise and asked the opinion of Mr. Wilkin on 
this point; but the report is not true; on the 
contrary, the Niadzukarisho is determined 
to maintain its cause to the end. 

Foreign merchants are said not to be 
equally resolute. Some of them do not con- 
sider the establishment to be arbitrary; in 
point of fact their cause seems to be rather 
infirm in some respects. Even among those 
who have combined against the Niadzukari- 
sho many aré said to be desirous of a com- 
promise being effected. Whether it is attri- 
butable to these circumstances or not, the 
price of specie fell unexpectedly yesterday. 


TxE Ohoya Shinbun remarks that the great 
work of building 8 long bridge accross lake 
Hamana in Totomi, has been sanctioned by 
the government and will be shortly com- 


Haw Reports. 


Iy Tus Iupsria, German Consutak Court. 


Bofore Ep. Zarre, Esq., Judge, 
Friday, 23rd September, 1881. 


In the matter of anadjastment of general 
average per German barque Marie from Aat- 
werp to Yokohama and Hiogo. 

The court sat to-day to hear any objections 
on the part of the consignees of cargo, the 
master or agents of the vessel and of the 
bottomry bond holders, to the statement, 
dated September 16th, presented for the ap- 

roval of the court by iis Sworn Adjuster, 
Mtr. W. H. Talbot. 

A few questions of minor importance 
having been put by one of the consignpes of 
cargo present, which were answered by the 
adjuster, Mr. Talbot prayed the court to 
ratify and confirm the adjustment, there be- 
ing no objection on the part of those present 
to the adjustment or the principles upon 
which it had been made up. 

The court then made the following order :— 

In the case of the settlement of the claim 
of general average of the barque Marie of 
Apenrade, Andreas J. Clausen, master, from 
Antwerp to Yokohama, drawn up by the 
sworn adjuster, Mr. W. H. Talbot, the court 
makes the decree following :— 

In consideration that the Commercial 
Code of the German Empire contains a role 
that general average shall be adjusted in 
conformity with the law of the port of the ves- 
sel’s destination (vide Collection of Decisions 
of the Supreme Court, vol. 7, p. 168) Yoko- 
hama becomes, for a German vessel, a Ger- 
man port, and the law applicable is that 
defined in the German Code of Commerce : 

In consideration that the law as stated 
above is not intended to limit the right of 
the parties concerned in the adjustment to 
convenant and agree among themselves for 
the adoption of any other law or principles 
of practice : 

2 consideration that such covermant has 
been entered into in this case by the deed of 
July 5th, 1881: 

In consideration that by this covenant the 
parties concerned have agreed to accept an 
adjustment of the general average in this 
case in conformity with the principles 
known as the York-Antwerp rules : 

In consideration that the judicial examina- 
tion of the average statement shows that it 
has beon adjusted in conformity with these 
principles : 

In consideration, finally, that to this 
statement, drawn up in conformity with the 
York-Antwerp rules, no objections are raised 
—~on the day fixed for the hearing of sneh 
objections by those who have appeared in 
response to the summons issued to all con- 
cerned in the matter, this statement is de- 
clared to be valid and binding in law. 


In THR Toxio Suerzion Cover. 


J.T, Von Hexen, 
Plaintiff and Appellant, 
v. 


140re, Narrowat Bank oF Japan, 
Defendants and Respondents. 
H. O. Litchfield for the appellant. 
Fajiye Kokichi for the respondenta. 


This was an appeal from the division of 


menced. The length of the bridge is said|the ‘Tokio Saibansho reported in Japan 


to be 1,950 ken, or 11,700 feet. 
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The plaintiff on 5th. March 1880, advanced 
to one Fukusawa Mitzojiro the sam of 
$705 upon the security of a deposit note 
for 1,100 yen for one year issued by the 
140th. National Bank and dated February 
21st. 1880. By tho conditions of tho deposit 
note repayment was to be mado only to the 
depositor or his representative (Na-dai-nin) 
on the production of the deposit note and 
in one entire sum: yet contrary to this con- 
dition the bank paid Mitsnjiro 1,000 yen 
on the 26th. of March 1880, upon his giving 
the manager a separate receipt for the samo 
and promising to give him the deposit note 
when he got it back from his place in the 
country where he had left it. 

Tho action was brought agninst the defen- 
dants to recover damages for loss sustained by 
plaintiff in consequence of tho negligenco of 
tho bank manager in so paying tho deposit 
note to Mitzojiro. The conrt below held that 
as the transaction between the bank and 
Mitznjiro was a private one and did not 
effect the validity of the deposit note the 
plaintiff had sustaincd no damage, and so 
dismissed the petition. 

Plaintiff accordingly presented tho deposit 
note for payment at its due date February 
21st. 1881 and payment was refused. This 
appeal was then brought. The case was argued 
on the 26th. of May and payment was 
delivered on 22nd. of September. The argu- 
ments were the same as in the court below. 


Translation. 


Section for Civil cases, 
No. 451 of the 14th. yoar Mcidji. 
and 
JUDGMENT. 


J. Pa. von Hemert, Netherlands merchant 
residing in Yokohama, No. 25, 
by his attorney H. O. Lrrcnriexp, 
Plaintiff. 
and 


Kurokawa Tomokasu, director of No. 140th. 
National Bank of No. 14, Yamagata 
Yokocho, Minamimura Yama county, 
Province of Uzen in the Yamagata ken 
and director of the No. 67th. National 
Bank of No. 82, Tsuraoka Makimatchy 
Nishitagawa county of the above same 
Province. 


by his attorney Fustre Koxtcut, 
Defendant. 


Claim for recovery of sustained loss. 


Being dissatisfied with the decision given 
in tho Tokio Saibansho, the present cause 
was reheard in appeal, and upon examination 
of the matter, the protestations made by 
defendant against plaintiff's claim are found 
to be based upon the following points : 

1.—That in the present case the principal 
document and proof, the note or deposit 
receipt, is a documont of value only between 
the No. 140th. National Bank and Fukuzawa 
Mitsnjiro and has not the authority of a 
general’ currency. ‘That plaintiff has arbit- 
rarily looked upon same as a general currency 
and that without even giving any advice of 
it to the bauk, has taken it as a mortgage, 
and has lent a certain amount of foreign 
money on it to Mitsujiro which was a most 
careless deed. 

2.—Defendant says that plaintiff argues 
that the bank has broken its engagements 
which aro to be found at the back of the 
note, and that by reimbursing to Mitsujiro 
a certain amount of the money latter had 
Geposited, the bank made the receipt lose 


its value and consequently occasioned the 
loss now sustained by plaintiff, but (says 
defendant) in reality the loss sustained by 
plaintiff is not occasioned by the bank re- 
imbursing the deposited money, but really 
through Mitsujiro not returning to plaintiff 
the money latter lent to him, and so on. 
3.—That plaintiff, even before claiming 
against the borrower Fukuzawa Mitsujiro 
should not be allowed to lodge this claim in 
against dofendant for recovery of his loss. 


REASONING OF THE Court: 


The principal document in this case, the 
note or money deposit receipt, is the same as 
a cheque which is given to a person ora 


nounless bond (Mumei Kosai Shodjo), and 
has not the samo authority as a general cur- 
rency, still making tho right on such a 
receipt over to another person is not pro- 
hibited ; it is clearly said on the back of that 
document and in its first article, that either 
the depositor or an authorised person in his 
name must present hi-aself with it in person, 
further in order to facilit ie transactions 
there is on the face of it said also that 
depending the convenience, it may be made 
over, sold and purchased or even given as 
mortgage without however losing any of its 
intrinsic value. 

Now plaintiff has taken it as a guarantee 
against monoy he has advanced, plaintiff 
has taken this note as a valid one, and as a 
documont of authority and there are no objec- 
tions that can be brought against it, still 
defendant, as said herebefore, protests, that 
he is not liable because plaintiff has not 
advised him of it before hand, however this 
cannot be regarded to be of such an unreas- 
onable character as to lessen any of plain- 
tiff’s rights; against the defendant on the 
contrary are unreasonable facts from the effect 
of which he cannot free himself; when deposit- 
ed money is returned, most decidedly it must 
be exchanged against its deposit receipt, this 
besides is most clearly said in art. 1.—At the 
back of the receipt itself, this naturally is in 
order to forcome misunderstandings and is 


also to make the public have more faith in 
the document. 

In Art. 3 of the appendix there is fur- 
ther said “in case the receipts should bo 
lost in fire or through robbers, publication 
in the papers will be made of the fact, and if 
within three months it has not been found 
back etc. otc.” All this clearly shows more 
and more that the receipt is considered to be 
the only valid and reliable proof of the 
arrangements. 

If the statomont of defendant should be 
true, that when the depositor comes in 
person to receive his deposited monoy, it is 
not necessary to ask him whether he has or 
has not his deposit receipt, it would be natural 
that in such case it is of no urgency then at 
all to claim from people to find responders in 
case they havo lost their receipt cither in fre 
or through robbers.—Further defendant 
publishing in the papers the fact that the 
depositor had not returned his deposit receipt 
at the termination of tho time limited for the 
deposition, was simply to try to free himself 
of the breach of engagement to which ho 
(defendant) had committed himself, and was 
nothing but to try hy those means also to 
escape before the public from any difficulties 
that may arise from it; 

Of course being afraid that difficulties of 
the kind of the present case may arise, the 
regulations in question are at the back of the 
receipt, and secing its minute and well regu- 


lated working, cannot do otherwise but 
mvke people look upon it as an engagement 


which is mado as a prevention for such mis- 
understandings. Morcover as this is for 
certain a valid document, is it not for that 
rearon that after plaintiff had taken infor- 
mations about it, that defendant begun 
publishing in the papers, and commenced 
proceedings against Mitsnjiro to obtain tho 
restitution of the document in question ? 


Now as this is a document of such an 
intrinsic value, it must be considered to be a 
most carcless way of doing business on tho 
part of defendant, for him to believe tho 
simple verbal asscrtion of Mitsnjiro, saying 
that he had taken his deposit receipt to his 
country and advanced hima certain amount 
of money on it; 


Through this act of carclossness the 
deposit receipt was rendered valucless and 
this was the base of the loss now sustained 
by plaintiff ; 

Farther defendant argues that before 
plaintiff ever has ever brought a claim in 
against the real borrower Fukazawa Mitsujiro 
to obtain reimbursement of his debt, plaintiff 
has no right whatever to sue defendant. 
But a loan which is granted on a mortgago, 
is based on the faith that is attached to that 
mortgage and not only of the man who con- 
tracts it; now whereas when the present 
doposit receipt was taken as mortgage, 
Mitsnjiro had not yet received any monoy on 
account of same it was thus a completely 
perfect and an intrinsic value possessing 
document; defendant through his carelessness 
has broken his engagements, paid out money 
on account on it, and caused the said deposit 
receipt to become a paper of no value, it is 
thus perfectly natural and lawful that tho 
claim for tho thus sustained loss should be 
made against defendant, and defendant can- 
not find any protestations againt it; 

Moreover as regards what is said in 
Art. 1.—At the back of the receipt, regarding 
the examining of the financial state of affairs 
of any representative or responder, plaintiff 
has simply acted upon the faith of the docu- 
ment, and through the carelessness of 
defendant that most valuable document hav- 
ing become a paper of no value it is for that 
reason that the loss sustained is claimed from 
defendant; Therefore quit to him to find out 
at any later occasion a way to claim it back 
from Mitsujiro and Nakamura Yosabaro who 
stood respondents at the time that the money 
on account was paid out, tho defendant 
can in no way object to comply with plain- 
tiff's demand. 


Decision. 


Therofore defendant conformably to plain- 
tiff’s demand will havo to receive tho said 
deposit receipt from plaintiff and pay and 
reimburse unto said plaintiff the amount 
mentioned on said receipt being 1,100 yen, 
with 6 per cent. on said amount from off the 
day payment was jJemanded viz.: Ist. of 
June 1830, up to the day that the reimburso- 
ment shall take place. 

P. The expenses of the suit will be re. 
imbursed by defendant to plaintiff in con- 
formity with the regulations. 


14th. year Meiji 9th. month 22nd. day. 
(22nd. September, 1881.) 
TOKIO JOTO SAIBANSHO. 
Signed: Judge Tomvaga Fuyukt, (L.8.) 
Tonira Terpsiro, —,, 
Ouara KENZaBuRO. 4, 


” ” 


(Lescean of Tokio Joto Saibansho.) 


” 


THER JAPAN GAZETTR. 


In H. B. M's. Court ror Japan. 


Before Martiy Donmen, Esq., Acting Assis- 
tant Judge. 


Tuesday, 4th. October, 1881. 
S. Cocxine & Co. v. Wane. 


Mr. Litchfield appeared for tho plaintiffs. 

This was a claim for $79.24 in two amounts 
of $52.50 and $26.74 against the master of 
the barque Forward Ho being on account of 
damages sustained to consignments of China 
clay and glass bottles shipped on board 
tho above vessel. 

Mr. Grauert testified to having cxammed 
the China clay at the hatoba. It was much 
damaged tnd was quite nnsaleable. He also 
examined some other cases at the godown 
which were in good condition and which 
were newly marked. He was informed they 
were landed ex Forward Ho. The casks were 
of different sizes. ‘Ihese on the hatoba were 
of uniform size. There were only three or 
four casks on the hatoba and about 20 or 30 
in the godown. The price of China clay 
is said to be about $1.25 to $1.30 per 
picul. 

Samuel Cocking of the firm of S. 
Cocking & Co. sworn, stated we recent- 
ly imported China clay by the Forward 
Ho consigned to us by onr London agents. 
Fifteen casks were shipped to us of which ten 
are missing, China clay is worth about $1.25 
per picul, the whole contained about 42 
piculs. The sound clay was taken delivery 
of ; the damaged was refused by us. Sundry 
packages in mats and bags were tendered to 
us at the hatoba but we refused them. China 
clay is always packed in wooden casks of 
uniform size and pattern. China clay is 
used for making porcelain. We sent ina 
formal notice to the agents of the Morward 
Ho refusing to take the damaged goods. 

Edward Wade master of the Forward Ho 
sworn stated that whan the clay first came 
on board the ship he refused to take it. It 
was afterwards taken in and a receipt given 
for it in ‘bad order.” Some of the casks 
broke before they were stowed away. When 
the bills of lading were presented he 
rofused to sign unicss the ship was held 
clear of all blame. This took place in Lon- 
don. The bill was eventually signed by the 
owner after the vessel had left London and 
not by him (defendant). On arrival in 
Yokohama defendant went to plaintiff's office 
and told his clerk what condition the clay 
was in and asked for casks in which to re- 
pack it. Was told no casks conld be given 
but plaintiff's clerk said he did not care what 
the clay came ashore in as long as it was not 
wasted. Defendant then went back to the 
ship and collected what casks he conld and 
sent ashore for more. He also personally 
superintended the landing of the clay in 
order to see that none was lost. With the 
exception of a small quantity in two baskets 
the whole was sent ashore in casks. 

By Mr. Litchfield. I saw the clay brought 
on board in London and gave the first receipt. 
It did not all come in one lot. The casks put 
on board in my absence were the oncs I 
rejected. When goods aro damaged they 
are so noted by masters of vessels in the 
margin of the bills of lading, The owner 
docs not usually sign bills of lading. I do 
not remember carrying China clay before. 
Tho easks were old and in weak condition 
and, I therefore refused them. The casks 
I landed in Yokohama were the same I re- 
fused in London. They could not have been 
changed. 

Evideuco was thon taken as io the second 


claim of $26.74 for damage done to two casks 
of glass bottles. 

Samuel Cocking sworn stated that out of 
a consignment of 22 casks of glass bottles 
only 20 were received. (Bill of Lading pro- 
duced showing 22 were shipped). 

Cross-examined :—I might have seen a 
notice in the paper directing claims against 
tho Forward Ho to be sent to agents. I do not 
remember who took an account of. the casks 
when they were landed last year. 

Edward Wade sworn, stated that he 
first heard of the claim for the missing 
casks in London, when the charterers hand- 
ed it to him. They told him that if the 
claim was well founded they would not ship 
any more cargo in the Forward Ho. Defendant 
overhauled his bills of Inding and found that 
the one relating to the said casks was 
missing. On turning to tho mate’s receipts 
it was discovered that they had all been 
delivered in Yokohama. The agents in 
London were then satisfied. 

Cross-examined. Everybody Innded their 
own cargo last voyage. Messrs. Illies & Co., 
told me of this claim. I know nothing about 
the missing ensks. 

Mr. Litchfield then addressed the court 
and contended that bills of lading, whether 
signed by the owner or master, were equally 
valid; that in fact the one signs as deputy 
for the other. He cited several cases in 
support of this view. He also animadverted 
on the carelessness displayed by the owner 
in this case in signing a bill of lading for 
goods that were damaged, without making 
a note of the fact and reviewed what he con- 
sidered to be the weak points of the cnse. 
He facetiously remarked that some of the 
casks shipped on board the Forward Ho ap- 
peared to have greatly benefitted in health by 
the voyage, and that many that wore taken on 
board old and broken down which wero land- 
ed quite strong and rejuvenated. He finally 
contended that the notice in the papers re- 
questing claims to be sont in did not affect 
the caso and strongly urged that judgment 
should be given for his clients. 

Judgment reserved. 


NAVAL COURT OF ENQUIRY. 


Before Martin Doumen, Esq., Vice-Consul, 
President, 


and 
Lieut. H. C. Martiy, H. M. S. Albatross, 


Mr. Eexest Henry, Master, British barque 
Alice Muir (Nautical Assessors), 


Mr. Cotvinne D. W. Kivpvie, Assistant Pay- 
master of H. M. 8 Iron Duke, Clerk of the 
Court. 


In H.B.M.’s Consulate yesterday morning 
an enquiry was held into the loss of tho 
British Barque Wellington, Dick, master, 
official number 78,360 owned in Auckland 
N.Z., wrecked near Misaki on the 14th. Sept., 
1881 ona voyage from Newcastle, N.S.W., to 
Yokohama. 

Captain Dick, sworn, said :—On the even- 
ing of the 13th. of this month Vries Island 
bore S.E. distant about four miles, when the 
typhoon struck us, the wind was inthe 8.1. ; 
after getting this wind we stecred NH. by E. ; 
took the Sagami light, aud the wind coming 
so strong had to take all small sail in, 
barometer had fallen to 29.70, wind still in- 
ercasing had to reduce sail; about 2 a.m. 
on the J5th. sighted Jokoomia light right 
ahead, then hauled ship to port, tho wind 
being S.; after hauling tho ship up two points 


to eastward foretopsail sheet was carried 
away, and also the quarter block and fore- 
yard; sent hands aloft to make the sail fair; 
it being impossible to set it again, which was 
done with groat difficulty, the barometer still 
falling, 29.50; gave orders to set fore and aft 
sails, I being at the helm, and in trying to 
sot these sails, jib, foretopmast stay sail and 
mizen stay sail blew away, and only succeed- 
ed in getting the main top mast stay sail set ; 
this was done to try to assist tho ship as 
much as possible, but after having sails 
blown away and the ship making no progress 
hove to, as she was in a disabled state, the wind 
being too strong for us to replace the sails. 
We were so close to the land that we found 
it impossible to do anything to the ship. 
Abont 430 a.m. the Sagami light bore E. 
distant about one anda half miles; when 
abreast of this light the main topsail blew 
away leaving the ship totally powerless, 
barometer falling rapidly and reading 29.30; 
prepared to try and get ship in safety to 
anchorage and just at break.of day sighted 
a reef of rocks on the port quarter and on 
looking at the chart found it out to bea 
small bay and the only place in which the 
ship would be likely to ride out the storm in 
safety. Shifting the helm to allow ship to 
pay off so that it could get into this bay, 
when we were close to the reef the lead gave 
ten fathoms and immediately afterwards 
seven and a half, and both anchors were 
let go, and veered out all the chain we 
had; then sent hands aloft to cut away 
veronants of all sails which had been 
blown away, hoping to ease the ship, 
but it was impossible and after riding at 
anchors here for about ten minutes the 
wind shifted to S. W. and the ship then 
touched the ground, causing her to drag her 
anchors. I then finding it impossible to save 
the ship, prepared the boats in order to save 
the crew but after launching the whale boa€ it 
immediately filled and broke to pieces the 
surf breaking over the ship; in the mean 
time tho ship commenced to break up taking 
the fore part and the remaining boats 
away, and finding no means of saving the 
crew asked for a volunteer to carry a line 
on shore, when tho second mate, Mr. George 
Bradshaw, immediately offered himself, but 
failed in the attempt. ‘Two other men swam 
ashore, and one man, not being able to swim 
ventured with a life buoy, but, owing to the 
heavy sarf on the beach he was carried back 
to the weather side of the ship round the 
bows, and eventually managed to get on shore 
much hart and bruised. With the aid of the 
tnizen mast the rest of the crew managed to 
to reach the shore in safety, I being the last 
to leave the ship. 


By the President :—The village near which 
we were lost is called Mitamura and is about 
five miles from Jokoosima. The wreck broke 
np completely, and the remains were sold by 
auction for the benefit of the concerned. The 
ship was not ingured, and I am not aware 
that any steps were taken to have her in- 
sured. 

By Lieutenant Martin :—On the evening 
of the 13th., Vries Island bore S.E. distant 
abont four miles; the wind was in the same 
direction and blew almost a gale. I was 
stecring N.E. by E.; at 2 a.m. on the 13th. 
Jokosiraa light was ahead. We went ashore 
on the morning of the 14th. The reef, we 
sighted, was not the Macedonian reef but a 
small one without any name, at the entrance 
of the bay. It was blowing a typhoon when 
we went ashore. The vessel broke in half 
after striking heavily. 


By Captain Honry ;—If tho ship bad boon 


THE JAPAN GAZETTE. 


197 


ix Jeeper water sho would have been exposed 
to tho full fury of the gale, and would have 
had less chance to weather it; as it was she 
was sheltered by the reef at the end of tho 
bay. The ship had been provided with euf- 
Beets sails to have weathered an ordinary 
gale. 

After this evidenco had been read over 
and signed, the mate 

H. Alexander was called and sworn :—I 
havo heard the master’s atatoments and as far 
as I know they are correct. I think every 
imaginable precdution was taken to reach 
port. After the ship struck the captain and 
crew behaved well. I do not know the 
name of the bay in which the vessel went 
ashore, but could find it on the chart. The 
captain knew where the ship was whon ho 
sighted the reef. 

By the President:—Tho ship was making 
on an average one inch of water por hour 
during the whole of the voyage. She was 
well found in sails. 

By Captain Henry :—We had no time to 
heave the ship to at the commencement of 
the gale. The gale commenced at 1 a.m. 

Captain Dick said neither the second officer 
nor crew knew anything of the facts as they 
were all engaged with the sails during the 
whole time. 

Arthur Rickard A. B. sworn said:—I 
remember the morning of the 14th. It was 
about 1.30 a.m. when we were called on deck 
to take in sail. I believe everything was 
done which could possibly eave the vessel. 

This as well as the mate’s statement was 
read and signed. 

The court not wishing to hear farther 
evidence retired to consider their finding, 
and after some time returned and gave the 
following :— 

Deciston. 


The court exonerates the master and crew 
from all blame in connection with the loss 
of the vessel and considers that the steps 
taken by the master for saving his crew are 
highly creditable to him. 


(Signed) Martin Doumen, 
Vice Consul and President. 


H. C. Martin, 
Lieutenant, R.N. 

Egnest Henry, 
Master, Alice Muir. 


The president handed the captain his certi- 
ficate and the court rose. 


” 


CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN MR. WILKIN 
AND THE RENGO KIITO NIADZU- 
KARISHO. 


Yokohama, 21st. Sept., 1881. 


Mr. Sursusawa Kisaxo, 
»» Hara ZenzaBuro, 

» Moat Soper, 

» AsaBUKI YEJI, 

» Bakosnt Krone1, 


Directors, 
Tenco Kuro NrapzvkartsHo, 
Yokohama. 


GentLemEN,—I am desired to convey to 
you a resolution unanimously passed by a 
meeting of foreign merchants and others held 
last evening at the Club Germania, Yokohama, 

This meeting represented nearly all the firms 
engaged in the silk trade, and was attended by 
nome sixty to seventy gentlemen. 


Please find enclosed copy of this resolution. 
I was desired also to convey to you from 
the mecting, the expression of its surprise 
at the sudden and abrupt manner in which 
your Association had commenced its operations, 
and its disappointment, that after so many 
years of large silk transactions with foreign 
merchants, there should not at least have been 
shown to them the courtesy of some notico 
beforehand, or some opportunity to discuss the 
regulations you propose to adopt. 

I venture to think that the meeting was 
not wrong in assuming that the Japanese 
silk-dealers have not any general cause of 
complaint against foreign silk buyers, but I am 
requested to say to you that should there be 
such, silk buyers will be glad if you will state 
the causo or causes tothem, and I am to 
assure you, that they will receive their best 
consideration. 

We aro, doubtless, all agreed, that whatever 
secures mutual good is that which is best 
adapted to promote the prosperity of the trade 
of Japan, and we all sincerely desire that this 
prosperity may be attained. 

It will be much to be regretted if it should 
prove that the regulations of your association 
should tend to impede the progress of the trade 
in silk, which has been so long carried on to 
such a considerable extent. 


Awaiting the favour of your reply. 
I have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 
_ (Signed) A.J. Witxin, 
Chairman of the Meeting. 


Witxrx, Esq., 


Srr:—We beg to acknowledgo receipt of 
your letter of the 2lst. instant enclosing the 
resolution come to at the meeting held at Ger- 
mania Club. After carefully pursuing the 
contents of your favour under acknowledge- 
ment and studying the object of resolution it 
appears to us that you have not properly com- 
prehended the raison d'etre of the establishment 
and in consequence of this are apparently under 
a misapprehension. 

We therefore beg to place before you the 
object of the establishment of this society and 
request your closest consideration thereon. 
Our principal object in the establishment of 
this society is really to improve the quality of 
silk and facilitate business between both parties 
and moreover to promote mutual prosperity : 
and with no other intention. 

In your resolution you state that you enter- 
tain anxiety a3 to the great risk incurred in 
making transactions in the existing conditions 
of our society, but as the establishment, as 
above mentioned, has for its object the sincere 
desire to promote mutual security in business 
transactions, it is our universal wish that you 
would kindly point out to us the respective 
items in our regulations which appear to you 
to be risky. 

Now, we all know from past experience the 
extent of your connection with the commerce 
of our country and we do not doubt that you 
desire to see it become more and more pros- 
perous. Besides our acquaintance with you is 
not one of to-day but we have enjoyed your 
friendship for along time. If you will only 
eredit our assurance that we have no other 
motives than what we have already told you 
it will be not only for our benefit but for the 


benefit of both sides and of commerce generally, 


This we beg to inform you as our reply to 

your letter. 
Yours faithfully, 

M’maxosni Kroner. 

AsabuxI YEWI. 

Moser Soszt. 

Hara ZenzaBuro. 

Snipvusawa HraaKv. 


of the Renco Kirro Nrapsukarisno. 
26th. September 14th year of Meiji, 


(Signed) 


THE SILK DIFFICULTY. 


To the editor of the Japan Gazette. 

Sir: Below please find a copy of the telegram 
addressed on Ist. inst. by the executive com- 
mittee in the name of the chamber of commerce 
to 

The Times, London. 

Chamber of Commerce, Lyons. 

Silk Association, New York. 
From Chamber of Commerce, Yokohama. 

Silk business suspended by new oppressivo 
conditions of sale imposed by Japanese guild. 
Foreign buyers resisting. 

Tne ComMIrTEE. 


Yokohama, October 3rd., 1881. 


THE FOREIGN MERCIANTS’ ADDRESS 
TO JAPANESE SILK PRODUCERS 
AND DEALERS. 


Tuk following circular has been printed 
in Japanese and distributed in the prin- 
cipal silk districts. The tone through- 
ont is moderate; and tho qnestions raised 
should receive the earnest consideration to 
which their importance entitles them. <A 
good understanding between native merchants 
and foreigners is essential to a prosperous 
commerce; and if, as the Nicht Niche Shin- 
bun states, the Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho 
are about to circulate their version of the 
causes which brought aboat the present state 
of affairs, and they do sd as truthfully and 
fairly as foreigners have dono, the futurejo 
Japanese trade presents a brighter sspoct 
than at any time daring the past twenty 
years. 

Tue AppREss. 


The foreign merchants of Yokohama, in- 
terested in the silk trade, desire to call the 
attention of the Japanese producors of, and 
dealers in, silk to the following stitement : 


1.—Foreigners do not usually combine in 
guilds or associations for doing business, but 
are accustomed to act freely and independent- 
ly of each other in all transactions. Their 
reason for this is that such combinations 
always tend to confer special advantages on 
a few persons, to the detriment of gencral 
business. , 

On the other hand, free competition. tends 
to the public advantage, assuring full marked 
prices for all merchandise, and liberty of 
action for each individual. 

2.—Foreigners have been obliged, however, 
to combine on the present occasion in order 
to resist a change in the customs of tho silk 
trade, which a combination of Jupanese mer- 
chants in Yokohama wishes arbitrarily to 
impose on them. 

These customs have existed from the open. 
ing of foreign trade in Japan untal now, and 
the proof that they were reasonable and good 
customs is seen in the steadily growing pros- 
perity of tho conimerce in silk. 
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By most of the foreign merchants these 
customs have always been honourably observ- 
ed and therefore both sellers and buyers have 
been well satisfied with them. If any one 
has abused them, or taken improper advan- 
tage of them, the Japanese merchants could 
easily have found a remedy for such abuses. 
The majority of foreign merchants would 
have willingly assisted in this respect. 
For they are not less concerned than the 
Japanese to prevent practices by which a few 
gain advantage over all the others. No com- 
plaint of such abuses was, howevor, made, nor 
were foreigners generally consulted about the 
matter; but the Japanese merchants, among 
themselves, decided that the old customs 
must be changed, and all business done in a 
new manner. This decision was then snd- 
denly announced to foreignors, who were thus 
treated with discourtesy, and called npon to 
submit to new and serious inconveniences in 
their business. 


3.—To such a method of proceeding for- 
eigners naturally refuse to consent, and they 
find it so unreasonable that some cannot help 
suspecting that there are othor motives for 
it than those which are published, and that 
this combination of Japanese merchants de- 
sires to obtain control of the whole silk trade 
of Japan, to the injury of every one else 
engaged in it, whether foreigner or native. 

Such combinations are frequent among 
the Japanese of Yokohama, and the fact that 
some of the members of the Rengo Kiito Ni 
Adzu Karisho are active advocates of Japan- 
eso direct trade with foreign countrics war- 
rants the suspicion of such a combination.in 
the present instance. 

For if it were desired to reduce prices in 
the interior so that a few firms could bny 
silk cheaply, and export it at low cost, 
nothing would serve that purpose better than 
the formation of a powerful guild which 
should at the same time restrict the sales of 
the producer by limiting his market, and 
hinder the purchases of the foreign mer- 
chant by annoying rules. 


4.—Now, the foreign merchants wish dis- 
tinctly to declare that they are not in the 
least opposed fo any direct trade which Japa- 
nese may desire to carry on. They certainly 
believe that Japanese shipments to foreign 
countries will yield less profit to producers 
_ than quick sales in the market of Yokohama, 
but they are wholly in favour of complete 
liberty of action in all such matters, and are 
qnite content to allow results to decide the 
question. They are, however, strongly 
opposed to any crafty efforts on the part of a 
few dealers in Yokohama to hinder that 
freedom of trade which is guaranteed by the 
treaties between Japan and foreign countries, 
or to prevent the merchant or producer of 
the interior from getting a fair price for his 
merchandiee, and from disposing of it as he 
may think most to his own advantage. 
5.—The foreign merchants therefore 
now appeal to the producers of and dealers 
in silk in Japan for assistance in the 
opposition which onght to bo made to 
every monopoly such as thet which is pro- 
posed by the Rengo Kiito Ni Adzu Karisho, 
and request all men to consider that by law 
the trade in silk, and in all merchandise, is 
free, and that every one has the right to deal 
directly with foreigners if he wishes to do so. 
And the undersigned engage that every 
one who is willing to deal directly with them 
in a fair and reasonable manner shall be 
courtconsly welcomed and honourably treated. 
By means of this kind of direct trading not 
only will losscs and disappointments be 
pyoided, but tho full market valug of all 


Japanese products, together with prompt pay- 
ment in silver, will always be obtained. 


6.— Besides this, personal acquaintance may 
be thus formed through which honest people 


from the interior will learn to guard them- 
selves against cunning deceptions, and to 


discover also that among the foreigners living 
at the ports there are many honourable men 
with whom direct transactions are neither 
difficult nor dangerous. In this way existing 
projudices will be removed, and the pros- 
prrity of commerce will be increased. 

The undersigned therefore respectfully urge 
the people of Japan to consider the matter 
heroin set forth, and not to suffer themselves 
to be deluded by false representations or by 
tho pretended patriotism of monopolists, who, 
while professing only to desire a reform in 
the mode of doing business, are possibly 
intending to obtain tho control of a large 
and valuable article for their own private 
advantage. 


Yokohama, September, 1881. 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MEETING. 


Minutes of a meeting held at the rooms of 
the Chamber of Commerce on Wednesday the 
29th. September 1881. 

Present :—Messrs. Wilkin (Chairman ), 
Walsh, Thomas, Bavier, Johnston, Kingdon, 
Fobes, Lindsley, Vivanti, Allcock, Fraser, 
Von Fischer, Illies, Schultz, Ludwig, Scheidt, 
Mollison, Reid, Marian, Ziegler, Wolf, Scha- 
ale, Abegg, Mottu, Taylor, Heimann, Heine- 
mann, Grosser, Grunewald, Barchardt, Gui- 
sani, Boyes, Armand, Biagioni, Domille, Jas. 
Walter, Chamounard and Gribble (Secretary). 

The Chairiian after reading the minutes 
of the Inst meeting, congratulated those pre- 
sent upon the firmness so far displayed by 
the signatories to the agreement not to buy 
silk from the new Ito-Guaisha, and upon 
the success which must follow a contin- 
uation of the present combination amongst 
foreign buyers. He could recollect no similar 
unanimity amongst foreign merchants in 
Yokohama and he trusted that it would 
continne in force until our objects had been 
obtained. For his part he was propared to 
stand by the agreement for an_ indefinite 
time: the object was a just and righteous 
one and it would undoubtedly be sccured if 
foreigners maintained their present attitude. 
Since the last meeting the agreement had 
been printed in Japanese and widely dis- 
tributed, for which thanks were due to Mr. 
Bavier who had lost no time in carrying out 
the work. The roply from the Ito Gwaisha 
to his letter of 21st. September had been 
duly circulated, and he thought the meeting 
would agrce with him that this letter was 


nota satisfactory one: it was virtually no 
reply to our communication. 

It was noticeable that the action we had 
been forced to take had caused a practical 


suspension of business hetween the native 
town and the foreign settlement, and it was 
strange to observe what a powerfal effect 
oven seven days stoppage of business be- 
tween native and foreign banking associa- 
tions had caused: in fact it seemed to have 
created something like a collapse in currency. 
This would apparently indicate that there was 
far too much of infation in the whole system 
of Japanese trading. The chairman added 
that the foreign banks had been asked to 
support the present movement of the mer- 
chants, to which request the banks have 
promised their full consideration. 


Ho concluded by asking tho mocting ie 


nominate an executive committee to con- 
duct the business incidental to this move- 
ment, and had also to suggest that an expla- 
natory statement of our action and object 
should be printed in Japanese and circulated 
in the country, as the native newspapers had 
already misrepresented facts, and it was de- 
sirable that the trath should be made known 
to those at a distance. 

Mr. Ludwig was glad to inform the meet- 
ing that to-day he had bought 8 bales of silk 
from the Koseki-gumi, inspection to be made 
in his own godown upon tho old terms and 
conditions and without the intervention of 
the lto Gwaisha: ho thought that in a few 
days the trade conld be resumed on its old 
basis. 

The chairman remarked that this was 
very satisfactory and he trusted it might 
be takon asa sign that the present scheme 
would bo abandoned, at tho same time we 
had better not relax in our firmness. 

It was then proposed by Mr. Thomas and 
seconded by Mr. Bavier.—That the declara- 
tion of 21st. September romain in force and 
be hereby confirmed by all the signatories 
unless any should now declare their wish to 
withdraw therefrom, and the next meeting 
be held on Thursday next at the same hour 
and place. 

No person presont expressing any wish to 
retire from the agreement, this proposition 
was put to tho meeting and carried unapi- 
monsly. 

Mr. Wolff proposed and Mr. Walsh se- 
conded that an executive committee of three 
be nominated to conduct the business of the 
present association. Carried unanimously. 

Mr. Heinemann proposed and Mr. Taylor 
seconded that Messrs. Wilkin, Bavier and 
Thomas form tho executive committee, with 
power to increase their number to five. 
Carried unanimously. 

The chairman then read a draft of his 
proposed letter to the Ito Gwaisha in reply 
to their communication which he suggested 
should be submitted to the committee before 
despatch ; bat at the instance of Mr. King- 
don the meeting was of opinion that the 
letter jast read needed no alteration and 
should be sent in its present form carrying 
also the signatures of the committeo. 

Mr. Mollison proposed and Mr. Ludwig 
seconded. That an explanatory circular, 
stating the object of this action by foreiga 
merchants, should be addressed in Japanese 
to the native silk dealers and producers: its 
compilation being left in the hands of the 
committee. Carried unanimously. 

After a vote of thanks to the chair tho 
meeting adjourned until Thursday next at 
4 p.m. 


RULES MUTUALLY AGREED UPON BY 
WHOLESALE DEALERS IN SILK. 
1.—Owners of Invito, noshi, mawata, mayu, 
deyara mayu, kudeurwi, &. having made 
certain proposals to us for the fature conduct 
of the sale of their goods, we have agreed 
upon the following rales. 

2.— When kiito, mawata, mayu, degara 
mayu, kudzurui, &e. are sens by owners in 
the producing districts to Yokohama, for 
sale to either Japanese or foreigners, they 
shall be forthwith conveyed to the Rengo 
Kiito Niadzukarisho and there stored. 

3.—When goods thus sent are received 
they shall be inspected in accordance with tho 
rules of the establishment; and when re- 
quired the bales shall be repacked so that 
cach shall bo uniform in quality. Any one 


of thos bulesunay,be kept on the premisen 
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of a wholesale dealer as a sample by which 
transactions may be settled. 


(Note-—Goods purchased by a dealer in 
the producing districts, or on the market at 
Yokobama, shall le subject likewise to this 
rule. No dealer, on any pretext, shall evade 
the substance of this article). 

4.—When a dealer concludes a sole by 
means of the sample balo in his possession, he 
shall immediately notify the Rengo Kiito 
Nindzukarisho of the transaction; and the 
delivery of the bulk and payment therefor 
shall be made by and to the company accord- 
ing to its rules. 

(Note.—Even a portion of a bale so sold 
shall be subject to this rule.) 

5.—Goods consigned to a member and 
stored with this company may be transferred 
only to another member; and the transaction 
shall be conducted in accordance with these 
roles. 

(Note.—Persons who are not members of 
this company will not be recognized ; and any 
member to whom goods are consigned shall 

inform the owner of this rule). 

6.—All dealers are at liberty to effect sales 
by means of sample; but they shall not 
carry the sample to foreign houses or else- 
where for inspection. 

7.—Advances upon goods stored with this 
company shall not exceed 80 per cent.; and 
the term shall be thirty days. If the goods 
are not sold during this term, it may be 
extended by a new contract for another 
thirty days. If such new contract be not 
made the goods shall be sold at the market 
price then current, and the surplus shall be 
paid to the owner of the goods who shall be 
also liable to make good any deficit. 

(Note.—Varying percentages of advances 
may cause natural dissatisfaction; and care 
must be taken to preserve equality in this 

respect. Any member, however, is at liberty 
to accept a lower advance than 80 per cont). 

8.—W hen goods upon which advances 
have beem made are sold, the procceds of the 
sale shall be exchanged for kinsatsu on the 
same day, and after repayment of the advance 
the balance shall be handed to the owner. 

(Note.—The owner may on request post- 

nme the exchange of the proceeds of sale 
into kinsatsu for seven days; but on the 
eighth day, even though the owner be 
absent, the exchange shall be made at the 
rate of that day. As the exchange of kin- 
satsu fluctuates daily the owner of the goods 
shall consent to this condition as part of the 
conditions of the advance). 

9.—In event of fluctuation in exchange for 
kinsatsu during the period of storage to such 
an oxtent that the proceeds of sale of silk are 
insufficient to cover advances made, the 
owner of silk shall make good the deficiency. 
Should he neglect or fail to do so he shall be 
posted as a defaulter at the houses of each 
member, and no transactions shall be made 
with him henceforth. 

(Note.—Such defaulter shall bo excluded 
from transactions either through another 
member or as agent for others). 

10.—Commissious chargeable shall be :— 
(not stated). 

11.—Sales may be contracted for to either 
Japanese or foreigners, but delivery shall not 
be made before payment is received. 

12.—Fees customarily payable to Chinese 
or Japanese, and to watchmen of godowns, 
&c., shall be abolished. 

13.—This association will have no transac- 
tions with any person who purchases silk in 
the producing districts for sale to foreigners ; 
or, with those who purchase from any person 
not a member of this association. 


(Note.—This article does not refer to goods} moderate in its tone and would second the 
sold to foreigners according to the rules of | merchants in maintaining a dignified attitude. 


this company). 

14.—No silk will be received. from those 
persons who have taken even one bale to 
wholesale dealers who are not members of 
this association. 

15.—In support of our adherence to these 
articles we have deposited one thousand yen 
each with the 2nd. National Bank; and 
should any member violate one article of 
these rules the whole or a portion of this 
deposit shall be forfeited ; and his name may 
be removed from the association by a general 
resolution of the members. 

(Note.—A share of the Rengo Kiito Ni- 
adzukarisho may be deposited in lien of 
money.) 

In witness of this mutual agreement each 
member affixes his hand and seal. 

Signatures : 

Hara Zexzaporo (Kameya), Moat Soper 
( Nozawaya ), Sursusawa SakvTaro, Muma- 
kosH! Kiouei (Mitsui Bussan Kwaisha), Asa- 
roxt Yet (Boyeki Shokwai), Hiramuma 
Senzo (Sekitanya), Kawagoye Genraro, Wa- 
Kao Ixuzo, Nakazato Cuuset, (Nozawaya), Ta- 
naka He1HACcHI (Itoya), Ureuara SHirorEMON 
(Manager of Kotsuke company) Horikosat 
Krusapuro (Tomiya), Taper YosH1Bgl (Kioya), 
TagkaHASHI ManyEMoNn (Fujisawaya), Kawa- 
aita Kivtaro, Koyasu Suun (Fuso Shokwai), 
Taxaxr Sasuro (Doshin Kwaisha), Suzvxt 
Uyemon (Suzukiya), Haqimara Kenuiro, Nu- 
sHiMA Kinpel, YamMapa Komakical, Isnima 


Yuzo, Amenomiva Kezsirno, Saipusawa Yosa- 
BURO, WatanaBe Fuxusapuro ( Sekitanya ), 
Kasanara Mraumu (Maruya Company). 


FOREIGN SILK ASSOOIATION. 


MEETING ON THE 6TH. INSTANT. 
Minutes of a meeting of silk merchants 
held at the rooms of the Chamber of Com- 
merce, on Thursday, the 6th, October 1881. 


Present.—Messrs. Wilkin (chairman) Bia- 
gioni, Grunewald, Gillet, Dourille, Marian, 
Johnston, Ziegler, von Fischer, Ludwig, 
Wolff, Kingdon, Schultze, Bavier, Thomas, 
Schwabe, Gay, Grosser, Mottu, Abegg, Paul 
Heinemann, Fobes, Harmand, Mollison, 
Allcock, Scheidt, Heimann, Giussani, W. B. 
Walter, Jas Walter, Illies, Taylor, Burchardt, 
Fraser, Lindsley, Boyes, Vivanti and Gribble 
(secretary). 

The secretary having read the minutes of 


the last meeting, 

The chairman stated that the committee 
named at the previous meeting had asked 
Messrs. Wolff and Kingdon to join them, and 
that the committee’s reply to the letter from 
the Ito Gwaisha had been sent in; also thata 
circular had been addressed in Japanese to 
the native silk merchants and producers 
explaining the motives 
foreign merchants in their present combina- 
tion. Both documents had appeared in the 
local papers and the latter (for which acknow- 
ledgments were due to Mr. Walsh) contained 
aclear and very moderate statement of our 
position and object. It was very desirable not 
to embitter the present discussion by heated 
argument and the circolar had carefully 
avoided any such tendency. Tho native 
press had, unfortunately, not followed this 
principle, but he was glad to say that several 
Japanese silk merchants had repudiated 
the abusive tone which appeared in the 
native papers and expressed their regret at the 
TMany misstatements therein. The chairman 
trusted that the foreign press would remain 


which actuated! 


Onr position was a thoroughly just one and 
we required no exaggeration to sustain it. 
Woe were allacting in concert, but we desired 
no coercion and would repudiate any idea of 
“boycotting.” Let it suffice for every one to 
know that as the silk trade was engaged in 
an arduous and honourable struggle in which 
they were denying themselves for the com- 
mon good, so they were entitled to look upon 
anyone who selfishly weakened their hands 
for some supposed self-advantage, as one 
who voluntarily placed himself outside the 
pale of this little commercial commonwealth. 
Sixteen hundred copies of the Japanese 
circular had been printed and distributed, 
and he had every reason to think that it had 
borne some fruit with those to whom it was 
addressed. 


Also, at the general request of the foreign 
silk merchants, a telegram had been des- 
patched, in the name of the Chamber of 
Commerce, to Lyons, London, and New 
York, notifying the present position of 
affairs. This was sent with the object 
of confirming the intelligence which individual 
morchants would, under present citcumstan- 
ces, be obliged to telegraph their constituents 
explaining their inability to execute orders. 
On the other hand, in its compilation they 
had sought to guard against its producing 
any undue influence on prices at home. 

He had had two long interviews with Mr. 
Shibusawa (at the request of the latter) but 
they were not of an official character. Ho 
believed the result would be some proposition 
for a committee from each side to meet. 

He had also had an interview with Mr. 
Hara — unofficial, — but it was devoted to 
an explanation of the reasons why he, Mr. 
Hara, had not carried ont the understanding 
come to at the interview some weeks ago with 
the ehairman, namely, thata comrnittee should 
have met the guild; and. also of tho reasons 
which had led to the formation of the guild. 

They would observe that s good deal was 
said in the newspapers in the way of a threat 
us tothe Japanese merchants sending for- 
ward silk on their own account, He did 
not suppose this was possible, but if it 
were done, it would probably be a consider- 
able loss to them: and for the rest, for- 
cignera might be quite content to see them 
do it. 

In conclusion he begged tho meeting 
uot to be influenced by reports which 
might be circulated by interested parties 
that this or that firm had bought silk. 
He apprehended that they were not a knot 
of schemers, each seeing how much he can 
get the advantage of his neighbours, and how 
close to the wind he can sail, without 
absolutely infringing the agreement, All 
more or less were sufferers; those engaged 
solely in the import trade had their share ; but 
it was not for them to talk of going back. To 
go forward was, he believed, the way to victory 
and honour : to go back, the path to disgrace 
and loss: loss of prestige, loss of position, loss 
of commercial right. Every man, aye every 
woman too, in the settlement, not biassed by 
self-interest, was watching with eagerinterest 
and sympathy, the struggle. And this mat- 
ter is not for Yokohama alone; it has gone 
to China, to Europe, and to America, and 
those who take an interest in the East will 

watch how foreigners acquit themselves. 
They wore gathered from many climes, but he 
had a confidence that this one thing they did; 


—this one creed they held,—that they would 
stand for the right, and stand for their com- 
mercial right. 
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Mr. Ludwig regretted to say that the 8 
bales silk he had lately bonght, upon tho 
old terms, had not beon delivered to him, 
and that he had brought tho matter bofore 
the native court to enforce delivery in terms 
of his contract. He was able also to state 
that several Oshiu silk owners had expressed 
a determination to separate themselves from 
the Ito Gwaisha. In reply to Mr. Kingdon 
Mr. Ludwig said that the owner of his 
8 bales was in the interior, at his own 
filature. 5 

Mr. Alleock informed the mecting that he 
had bought 50 bales of silk for a constituent 
before this combination was formed, and that 
subsequently it had been agreed with tho 
seller’s banto that the silk should be weighed 
in baskets at the Ito Gwaisha, but afterwards 
tared in his, Mr. Allcock’s, own godowns 
and not be paid for until the net weight 
had been settled there. He inspected the 
silk at the Ito Gwnisha, and found a 
great deal of it inferior to samples: it 
showed no signs of having been carefully 
sorted ; some bales were good, some bad, and 
some very bad; in fact, so mixed that it was 
impossible -to value the parcel before overy 
bale had been inspected. No difficulties 
were put in the way of inspection and many 
rejections were made, but he had uo con- 
venient room for weighing and it took one 
hour and a quarter to weigh only 39 bales; 
the light was also very bad for woighing 
purposes. However, instead of carrying out 
the agreement made by his banto tho sellor 
(Kameya) informed him that the money 
must be paid at the Gwaisha before delivery 
and subsequently repudiated his banto’s agree- 
ment altogether. Tho silk had not beon 
taken away, but his seal was still on the 
door. 

Mr. Kingdon then proposed. and Mr. Lud- 
wig seconded :—“ That the declaration of 21st. 
Sept. remain in forco and be hereby confirm- 
ed by all the signatories, unless any should 
now wish to withdraw therefrom, and that all 
bind themselves in honoar to have no dealings 
directly or indirectly with the Ito Gwaisha 
under its present rules, or any other rules 
that may not be accepted by the present 
association of foreign merchants engaged in 
the silk trade: also that the chairman have 
the power to call the next meeting.” 

No person expressing a wish to retire from 
the agreement, the resolution was put to the 
meeting and carried unanimously. 

Mr. Kingdon proposed that the committee 
should continue to address the native silk 
trade direct by Japanese circulars and refute 
the statements published by the native press 
as to objections said to be made against the 
old customs of the trade, all of which customs 
had been suggested and agreed to by the 
middle men years ago. Mr. Kingdon therefore 
snegested that the minutes of meetings and 
other documents issued should be sent to 
somo of the native papers. 

Mr. Schultze seconded the proposition, 
which was carried unanimously. 

A discussion then ensued as to the best 
means of dofraying the expenses of the pre- 
sent association, in which the chairman, 
Mr. Kingdon, Mr. Thomas, and Mr. Heino- 
mann took part, when it was remarked that 
somo import merchants had voluntered to 
subscribe as they were as much intorested in 
this movement as the silk merchants : indecd 
the present action was for the benefit of all 
forcign trade in Japan. 

It was finally proposed by Mr, von Fischer, 
seconded by Mr. Heimann, and carricd un- 
animously :—That all signatorics of tho agrec- 
ment should pay $10 towards defraying 


tho incidental experses, and that a farther 
call be made as soon as this contribution had 
been exhausted. 

After a vote of thanks to the chair, the 
meeting dispersed ; it being left to the chair- 
man to summon the next meeting. 


Mr. H. M. Mitier, appraiser to the Imperial 
Customs, will leave Japan by the Belyic on the 
11th instant, This gentleman is a well known 
resident, having held his position in the Cus- 
toms since Murch 1872, nine and a half years, 
during the whole of which time ho has man- 
aged to perform his difficult duties with satis- 
faction to the government and the public alike. 

Before his arrival in Japan Mr. Miller had 
been appraiser in the customs service in San 
Francisco for more than ten years; and he 
brought with him to Yokohama an extensive 
knowledge of merchandize and its value 
which has siood him in good stead in 
Yokohama ; not a single appeal from his assess- 
ments having been made, a strong recommen- 
dation when the large list of articles subject to 
ad valorem duties is considered. 

In 1876, prior toa run homo on leave, Mr. 
Miller received the thanks of the department 
for the manner in which his duties had been 
performed ; and received the unexpected honour 
of presentation to the Mikado, Returning to 
Japan after a short absence, Mr. Miller resumed 
his duties which are now closed with the ter- 
mination of his agreement. The government 
are so gratified with the able manner in which 
Mr. Miller has discharged a difficult task, that 
they did him the unusual honour of requesting 
him to renew his engagement for a further 
term; but this was thankfully declined, Mr. 
Miller being anxious to return and settle in 
his own country, where we wish him the 
repose his long and faithfully executed labours 
entitle him to. Officers connected with go- 
vernment revenue departments are seldom much 
respected ; but Mr. Miller will carry away with 
him tho csleem of this community composed of 
almost every known nationality. 

Mr. J. J. Wheeler, at the suggestion of Mr. 
Miller, hus been appointed to the post vacated 
by Mr. Miller. 


Tuat the native press should support tho 
actions of those whose aim is the prevention 
of extended commerce, has created much 
surprise; tho more so because with the 
opportunities the editors enjoy of observing 
the spread of trade in other countries, they 
should advocate an opposite policy for 
Japan; and,on the eve of treaty revision, 
boldly support a deliberate and persistent 
violation of the clause most essential in a 
treaty of commerce. If express treaty stipula- 
tions can be disregarded by a body of men 
in an open port, there can be no law in the 
country to enforce, or power to observe, the 
treaties. Should this be the case let tho 
treatics como to an end by all means. Tho 
question then will be, do the Japanese people 
wish to trade or not. If they do, will the 
government say they shall not, and proceed 
to enforco thoir.prohibitory measures against 
popular inclination? This is a point well 
worthy of consideration. 


We JIearn from a good source that Com- 
modore Shufeldt, U. S. N., has received a 
handsome offer from the Chinese government 
to becomo chief commissioner of the Chinese 
navy; and it is believed the United States 
government will sanction the appointmont. 
This is said to be the first earncst stop 
towards practical reform of the navy; while 
tho scrious attention of the government is 
boing turned to the state of tho army. 


HIOGO. 


(Hiogo News.) 


Tho most recent, but certainly not the 
most modest or reputable, attempt of the 
Japanese authorities to screw the much 
desired spocie out of the “cunning foreigner ” 
is contained in a notice from the local land 
office which was circulated yesterday and 
reads thus :— 


Hiogo Kuncno, 


Kobe, 30th day, 9 month, 
14th year Meiji. 

GENTLEMEN,—We herewith beg to inform you 
gentlemen that the rent on the ground leased you 
by the Japanese Government which have hitherto 
been paid with either paper currency or silver yen 
will hereafter be collected with Boo only, accord- 
ing to the agreement of Lease. 

But in such case as you have no Boo the rent 
shall have to be paid with silver yen at the rate of 
311 Boos for Mex. 100 in accordance with the 
Convention made by the foreign representatives 
and the Minister of Japanese Foreign Office in the 
4th year of Meiji. 


We remain, Sir, 
Your most obec ‘ent servants, 
LAND OFFICERS OF THE HIOGO KEN. 


A charming air of ingenuous ingenuity 
pervades this remarkable document. How 
is it the authorities will persist in making 
public, and forcing attention to, the marked 
distinction they draw between foreign resi- 
dents and their own people? The tenants 
affected by the notice are occupying plota 
of land-surrounded by Japanese who pay 
their rents in paper; why, then, should the 
tenant of an adjoining lot held under exactly 
similar conditions be forced to discharge his 
liability in actual coin? All these sort of 
affairs shew the bent of the official mind, and 
make the outlook anything but pleasant when 
exterritoriality is abolished. That event, 
however, is luckily far from being “ within 
the range of practical politics.” 


Shipping. 


ARRIVALS. 


Sept. 24, H. B. M. despatch vessel Vigilant, Lieut.- 
Comd. Lindsay, 985 tons, 2-guns, 1,815 H.P., 50 
men from Yokosuka. 

Sept. 24, H. B. M. 8. Comus, Capt. J. W. East, 14- 
yung, 2,300 H.P., 245 men, from Sendai via Yoko- 
suka. 

Sopt. 24, 0.B.M. 8, Curacoa, Capt. 8. Long, 14-guns, 
261 men, 2,800 H.-P., from Sendai via Yokosuka. 
Sept. 21, H. B. M,S. Pegasus, Comd. E. F. Day, 6 
guns, 900 P.-H., 120 men, from Sendai via Yoko- 

suka. 

Sept. 24, H. B. M. 8. Lily, Comd. 8, Grove, 700 
tons, 100 men, 3 guns, 1,570 H.P., from Sendai 
via Yokosuka. 

Sept. 24, H. B. M. Screw-sloop Albatross, Comd. A. 
J. Errington, 838 tons, 125 men, 4 guns, from 
Sendai via Yokosuka. 

Sept. 24, H. B. M. 8, Encounter, Capt. Geo. Robison, 
— tons, 226 men, 14 guns, 2,127 H.P., from Sen- 
dai via Yokosuka. 

Sept. 24, H. B. M. 8. Swift, Comd. W. Collins, — 
tons, 100 men, 5 gans, 870 H.P., from Sendai via 
Yokosuka. aoa RE 

Sept. 24, H.B.M.S. Irom Duke, Capt. - Tracey, 
14 guns, 457 men, 4,258 H.P., Train Sendai via 
Yokosuka. 

Sept. 24, H.B.M.8. Mosquito, Lieut.-Commander Hon. 
F. BR. Sandilands, 4 guns, 69 men, 601 H.P., from 
Sendai via Yokosnka. 

Sept. 24, H.B.M.S. Zephyr, Lieut.-Commander Pol- 
lard, 4 guns, 60 men, 634 H.P., from Sendai via 
Yokosuka, 
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Sept. 29, Jap. str. Tamaura-Maru, Carrew, 558, for} and 3 children, Mr. 1. Tapp, Rev. W. P. Sprague, 
West Coast, Mails aud General, despatched by | Miss Wheeler, Rev. L. N. Wheeler, wife and 2 
M. B.S. 8. Co. “J children, Miss E. K. Bord, Miss A. Stevens, Mr. W. 

Oot. 1, Jap. barg. 4wajishima-Maru, Crieghton, 660, | Hildersly, Rev. J. N. B. Smith, Mr. W. B. Hoskins, 
for Nagasaki, Ballast, despatched by M. B. 8. S.| Mr. F. D. Gomewell, Miss M.A. Holbrook, Mra. M. 

P. Ament, Rev. M. L. Stinson and wife, Mr. R. W. 

Mastard, Rev. C, J. Corfe, Mr. J. R. Viucent, Rev. 

T. B. Graves, Yaung Shang Heim, Yan Phow Leo, 

Yan Sin Nam, Many Bing Ching, Chin Chi Suen. 

Nan KwiChung, Lia Yuen Tai, Tong Kwai Toug, 

Laing Tam Gen, Lai Kwai Tong, Wang Lung Tung, 

Wong Kwai Laing, Chuo Laing Wong, Kwong Yang 

Wo, Lok Hing Chuen, Ki Su Yee, Yin Psuo Su, 

Chang Houg Yue, Tsai Show Kee, Kwong Ying 

Chung, Cheong Yan Cheong, Yung Hoey, Sik Quan 

Luk, Yo Ho Leong, Laing Po Chang, Laing Po 

Shee, Leong Pi Cooke, Low Kwai Chaw, Chun Kee, 

Gung Man Yow, Him Chow Kwong, Chu Paw Hoy, 

Shin Kwai Shue, Yaw ‘Tuk Sik, Woo Yan Psang, 

Wong Kwai Kah, Yung Wei Chung, Yang Tchuck, 

Chun Chiog Pang, Chua Yue Woo, Tung To Woo, 

Ri Jah Woo, Tong Shung Kib, Poh Wo Chien, 

Kong Ow Yang, Tien Yow June, Chung Young Kwi, 

Kan Ling Koug, Sun Mun Wai, Cheng Ting Kow, 

and Tyag See Chung in oabin, For Hongkong: 

Capt. A. Benning in cabin; and 512 Chinoso in 

steerage. 

Per Brit. str. Loudoun Castle, from Shanghai :— 
Mr. and Mrs. Burr and child. 

Per Jup. str. MWiigata-Maru, from Hongkong via 
Kobe: - Mrs. P. Heinemann and 4 children, Mra. C. 
[lies and 8 children, and Mr. Busch in cabin; 3 
Europeans, 2 Chinese and 176 Japa iese in steerage. 

Per Jap. str. Wakanowra-Maru, from Kobe:—Mr, 
Lorensen ; and 30 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Brit. str, Sunda, from Hongkong via Kobe :— 
Mrs. Chipp and daughter, Dr. B. H. Blennerbassett, 
Licuts. H. C. Bunvios, H. M. Murphy, p.v., Messrs, 
&. A. Cook, G. C. Herbert. and B. H. Largo, A.M.D., 
in cabin; 1 Indian and 3 Chinese on deck. 

Yer Jap. str. Sunida-Maru, from Hakodate and 
ports :—15 Japanese in steornge. 

Per Jap. str, Kokonoye-Maru, from Bakodate:— 
Messrs. Dimock und Johuson ; and 100 Japanese io 
steerage. 

Per Am. str. City of Tokio for San Francisco :— 
Mr. A. Hotz, Mrs, R. H. Savage, Mr. F. S. Hutton, 
Mrs, Kimmer, C Freusburg, Mis. Jas. RB. Morse, 
child and infant, and Mrs. Mitchell in cabin; 9 
Europeans ard 387 Chinese iu steerage. For New 
York: Mra, Jas. L. Ammerman and child, and Mrs. 
J. L. Brower in cabin. For Liverpool: Megara. J. 
4. Gladstone, Jas, Holder, H. Dickie, Joim D. Ford, 
and Goo. Hamilton in cabin. For London: Mesars. 
®. Hudson ani S. Hudson in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Nagoya-Maru, from Shanghai and 
ports :—Miss Kellogg, Messrs. KE. C. Kirby, Ruyter, 
Kennedy de Viotrowsky and 4 Japanese in cabin ; 
and 186 Japanese in s'eerage. 

Per Am. atr. City of Peking, for Hongkong :— 
Mrs. Love, Mrs. Foster, two children and servant 
in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Tokai-Maru, from Yokkaichi :— 
Mr. Keil and 80 Japaneso in steerage. 

Ver Jap. str. Tokio-Maru, for Shangha :—Mr. and 
Mrs. Davis, aud 3 children, Mr. and Mrs. Wheeler, 
und 8 children, Miss Stevens, Mrs. Ament, Misa 
lilo brook, Rev. Shimson and wife, Revd. M. P. 
Sprague, Messra. Hopkins, R. W. Mustard, J. M. 
Smith, F. G. Gamewebe, C. F. Corfe, H. Tapp, W. 
Hildersly, J. R. Vincent, Fungeon Cound and party 
(50), Doctor Winn, wife and 2 children, Mr. and 
Mrs. Holcombe, Mrs. Noble, Mra. Simpson and 
child, Mrs. Roberts, Dr. Perkins, Messrs. A. Bing, 
and RB. E. Wainwright in cabin; 4 Chinese and 4 
Japanose in steerage. For Nagasaki: Paymaster 
Baag and wife, Revd. Bishop Ridel, Messrs, D. 
Robertson, Reed and 1 Japanese in cabin; one 
European and 17 Japanese in steoraye. For Kobe; 
Messrs. Busch, F. Winckler, A. Van Lissa, M. H. 
Robertson and 8 Japanese in cabin; 2 Chinese and 
213 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Brit. ship Lawrence Delap, from New York :— 
Mrs. Eriksson and Mr, Hebortou. 

Por Jap. str. Niigata-Maru, for Honzkong via 
Kobo :—Mrs. Johuston, Miss Birdsell, Count Erlach, 
Lieut.-Col. Burlton, Messrs. M. Ashton, u.s.N., D. 
Nowrojee and servant, 8. B. Bhabha and servant, 
N. H. Cooper and servant, Keymenlen, J. D. Carroll 
and 10 Jupanese in cabin. 

Per Freh. atr. Volga, from Hongkong :—Mr, Koch 
and 2 servants in cabin, From Marseilles: General 
Sir P, Johnson, Messrs. Minami and wife,- Yendo, 
Uriu, Kourokwwa, Kawasaki, Yaasuuvi Yeghi, Ooo 
Massakité and Kozima in cabin. From Naples: 
Messrs. A. Moretti and B. Gualini in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Shirio-Maru, from Kobe :—95 Japa- 
nese in stecrage. 

Per Jap. str. Chishima-Maru, from Yokkaichi :— 
100 Japanese in steerage. 


Sept. 25, Brit. str. Ardanttene, Walker, 411, from 
Nagasaki, 20th inst.. Coals, to M. B. S, 8. Co. 

Sept. 26, Am. str. City of Peking, Berry, 5,079, from 
San Francisco, Mails and General, to P. M.S. 8. 


Sept. 25, Jap. str. Tokio-Maru, Swain, 2,119, from 

Bbanghal and ports, Maile and Goueral, to M. B. 
. 8, Co. 

Sept. 26, Brit. str. Galley of Lorne, Branthwaite, 
1,256, from Hongkong, Ballast, to Smith, Baker 
& Co. 

Sept. 26, Brit. str. Loudown Castle, A Marshall, 
Ppt from Shanghai, Ballast to Adamson, Bell 

10. 

Sept. 26, Jap. str. Niigata-Maru, Wynn, 1,603, from 
Hongkong via Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. 
8. 8. Co. 

Sept. 27, Brit. barquentine Agnes Wilson, H. Guy, 
249, from Newcastle, N.S.W., Aug. 2nd, Coals, to 
Walsh, Hall & Co. 

Sept. 27, Jap. atr. Kokonoye-Maru, Dithlefsen, 1,133, 
es Hakodate, Mails and General, to M. B. 8. S. 

10. 

Sept. 27, Jap. str. Wakanoura-Maru, Christensen, 
1,300, from Kobe, Mails and Goueral, to M. B. 
8. 8. Co. 

Sept. 27, Am. ship J. A. Thomson, Rogers, 1,344, 
from New York, Oil to Adamson, Bell & Co. 

Sept. 28, Brit. str. Sunda, Roeves, 1,704, from 
angers vin Kobe, Maile aud Geueral, to P. & 

Co. 

Sept. 28, Jap. str. Sumida-Maru, Hubenet, 896, from 
Hakodate and ports, Mails aud General, to M. B 
S. S. Co. 

Sept. 29, Jap. str. Nagoya-Maru, Walker, 1,914, 
from Shanghai and ports, Mails and General, to 
M. B.S. 8. Co. 

Sept. 30, Jap. str. Zokat-Maru, Hogg, 1,042, from 
Kobe, Mails and Gencral, to M. B. S. S. Co. 

Sept. 80, Brit. ship Lawrence Delap, S. Groves, 1,655, 
from New York, April 2Uth.. 63,060 cases 
Kerosene, to Jardine, Matheson & Co. 

Sept. 30, Am. schr. Otome, Snow, 52, trom Kurile 
Islaude, 2,200 Skins, to Captain. 

Oct. 2, Freh. str. Volga, Guirand, 1,502, from Hong- 
kong, Maile and General, to M. M. Co. 

Oct. 4, Jap. str. Chishima-Maru, Walker, —, from 
Yokkaichi, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 

Oct. 8, Jap . Sharto-Maru, Kilgour, 800, from 
Kobe, Mails and General. to M. B. Co. 

Oct. 5, Jap. str. Hiogo-Maru, Walker, 896, from 
Hakodate, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 

Oct. 6, Jap. str. Genkai-Maru, Conner, 1.917, from 
changhes and ports, Mails and General, to M. B. 


Co. 

Oct. 1, Jap. str. Akitsushima-Maru, Frahm, 1,146, 
for Hakodate, Mails und General, despatched by 
M. B.S. 8. Co, 

Oct. 1, Jap. str. Niigata-Maru, Wynn, 1,603, for 
Houskong via Kobe, Mails and General, des- 
patohed by M. B. Co. 

Oct. 2, H. B. M. iron-frigate Iron Duke, Capt. 
Tracey, 6,034 tons, 14-guns, 4,268 H P., 457 mon, 
for Nagasaki. 

Oct. 2, Brit. str. Galley of Lorne, Branthwaite, 1,254, 
for New York via ports, General, despatched by 
Smith, Baker & Co. 

Oct. 2, Brit. str. Strathleven, Pearson, 1,588, for 
Kobe, General, despatched by Smith, Baker & Co. 

Oct. 2, Jap. str. Wakanoura-Varu, Christensen, 
1,800, for Kobe, Mails and General, despatched 
by M. B. Co, 

Oct. 3, H. B. M. gun-boat Lily, Comd. Grcva, 700 
tons, 8-guns, 829 H.P., 100 men, for Nayasaki. 
Oct. 8, H. B. M. gun-boat Mosquito, Lie it.-Comd 
Sandilands, 430 tons, 4-guus, 5U1 H.P., 59 men, 

for Hongkong. 

Oct. 3, H. #. M. gun-boat Swift, Comd. Collins, 
5-gune, 800 H.P., 100 men, for Kobe. 

Oct. 4, Jap. str. Sumida-Maru, Hubenet. 896, for 
Kobe, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 

Oct. 4, Jap. str. Kokonoye-Maru, Dithlefsen, 1,133, 
for Unkodate, Mails and General, despatched by 
M. B, Co, 

Oct. 4, Jap. barg. Sumanoura-Maru, Spiegelthal, 925, 
for Nagasaki, Mails and General, despatched by 
M. B. Co. 

Oct. 4, Ger. barg. Occident, Reuter, 248, for Naga- 
suki, 6,000 oases Kerosene, despatched by C. & 
J. Trading Co, 

Oct. 6, Brit. str. Teucer, Power, 1,325, for New 

: York via ports, General, despatched by Butterfield 
& Swire. 

Oct. 6, H. B. M. corvette Comus, Capt. Enst, 2,383 
tons, 14-guns, 2,383 H.P., 245 men, for Hongkong. 

Oct. 5, Jap. str. Nagoya-Maru, Walker, 1,914, for 
Shanghai and ports, Mails and General, des- 
patched by M. B. Co. 

Oct. 6, Brit. barq. Forward Ho, Wade. 922, for 
Kobe, original cargo, despatched by C. Ilies & Co. 

Oct. 6, Jap. str. Shario-Maru, Kilour, 800, for 
Kobe, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co, 

Oct. 6, Jap. str. CAtshima-Maru, Walker, —, for 
Hako'ate, Mails and General, despatched by 
M. B. Co. 

Oct. 6, Brit. str. Sunda, Reeves, 1,704, for Hong- 
kong via Hiogo and Nagasaki, Mails and General, 
despatched by P & VU: Co. 

Oct. 6, Brit. barquentine Agnes Wilson, H. Guy, 
349, for Burrard Inlet, Ballast, despatched by 
Walsh, Hall & Co. 

Oct. 6, Am. ship Nancy Pendleton, Pendleton, 1,149, 
for Departure Bay, Ballast, despatched by Cornes 
& Oo. 

Oct. 6, Brit. barg. Alice Muir, Henry, 483, for 
Pazet Sound, Ballast, despatched by (/rdor. 

Oct. 6, Ger. str. Prins Wilhelm, Broisen, 868, for 
Kobe, Ballast, despatched by E. B. Watson. 

Oct.7, Am. ship Carondelet, Stetson, 1,438, for San 
Francisco, Ballast, despatche.| by M. M. Co. 


Oct. 6, Ger. str. Prins Wilhelm, Broisen, 868, from 
Nioolaski, Ballast, bound to Kobe put in here for 
Coals, to E. B. Watson. 

Oct. 7, Brit. etr. Strathleven, Pearson, 1,588, from 
Kobe. Ballast, to Smith, Baker & Co. 

Oct. 7, Jap. str. Wakanoura-Maru, Christensen, 
1,800, from Kcbe, Mails and General, to Sf. B. Co. 

Oct. 8, Brit. str. Belgie, Davison, 2,627, from Hong- 
kong, Mails and General, to O. & O. Co. 

Oct. 8, Jap. str. Sumida-Maru, Hubevet, 896, from 
Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 


DEPARTURES. 


Sept. 25, Am. ship Frank Pendleton, Nichols, 1,414, 
for 8an Francisco, Tea and General, despatched 
by Juhn Middleton. : 

Sept. 2, Froh. str. Menzaleh, Homery, 1,273, for 
Hongkong, &o., Mails and General, despatched by 
M. M. Co. 

Sepr. 26, Jap. str. Hiogo-Maru, Walker, 896, for 
Hakodate, Mails and General, despatched by M. 
B. 8. 8. Co. 

Rept. 26, Jap. str. Shario-Maru, Kilgour, 800, for 
Kobe, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. 
8. 8. Co. 

Sept. 28, Am. str. City of Tokio, Maury, 5,059, for 
San Francisco, Mails and General, despatched by 
P.M. 8. 8. Co. 

Sept. 28, Am. barq Wealthy Pendleton, Blanchard, 
800, for Portland, Tea, despatched by John 
Middleton. 

Sept. 28, Brit. str. Loudoun Castle, A. Marshall, 
1,615, for New York via Kobe, General, des- 
patebed by Adamson, Bell & Co. 

Sept. 29, Am. str. City of Peking, Berry, 5,09, for 
Hongkong, Mails aud General, despatched by 
P.M. 8.8. Co. 

Sept. 29, Brit. str. Ardantiene, Walker, 411, for 
Nagasaki, Ballast, despatched by M. B. 8. 8. Co. 
Sept. 29, Jap. str. Zokio-Maru, Swain, 2,119, for 
Shanghai and ports, Mails and General, des- 

patched by M, B. 8. 8, Co, 


PASSENGERS. 


Per Am. ship Frank Pendleton for San Francisco: 
—Mr. and Mrs. ©. H. Macy, Mrs. Macy, Mrs. Dick- 
son, and Mr. M. F, Hageman. 

Per Freh. str. Menzaleh, for Hongkong, &c.:— 
Messrs, E. Angier, Von Larlaski, A. Campbell, 
Abranoff, Kuriapoff and M. Gordon in cabin. 

Ver Jap. str. Tokio-Maru, from Shangiai and 
ports: —His Excellency Van der Pot, (Minister for 
Holland), Mr. aud Mrs. MacKenzie and child, Mr. 
and Mrs. Jolius Mannich, Mrs. Savage, Miss Finney, 
Messrs. John H. Curtis, B.inkworth, Robertson, 
G. Sobutha, J. Moat, Kulack, Nuebe, Horyenui, Faga, 
C, Kack, and 13 Japanese ix cabin; 2 Europeans, 34 
Chiuese, aud 132} Japanese iu steerage. 

Per Am. atr. City of Peking, from San Francisco: 
—Mr. C. A. P. Reed, Dr. 8. Kneeland, Mr. Cheater 
Holcombe and wife. Mr. L. W. Squire and wife, 
Mr. M. N. Wyckoff, wife and 4 children, Miss J. 
Carpentor, Mr. 8. Lewis and wife, Miss A. McCully, 
Mrs. C. W. Vou Patten, Mr. E. Schraub and wife. 
Messrs. J. Poltzer, H. M. Talbot, E. K. Buttles, 
C. R. Lewis, D. W. Stevens and W. H. Horstman 
in, cabin. For Shanghai: Mr. G. BR. Davis, wife 
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Ter Jap. str. Hiogo- Maru, from Hakodate :—Capt. 
Blakiston and 200 Japanese. 

Per Brit. str. Teucer for New York via ports :— 
Lieut. Nye in cabin; and 32 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Jap. str. Nagoya-Maru for Shang!ai and ports 
—Mr. and Mrs, Wagens, child and European nurse, 
Mr. and Mrs. MacKenzie and child, Mr. Luis 
d’Ayar, Miss Finney, Miss Boyd, Mrs. Erikson, 
Messrs. A. L. dos Remedios, Jausen, J. B. Maxwell, 
E. K. Battles, R. E. Cluusen, R. Mulder, F.. T 
Alexunder, Revd. F. R. Graves, W. Heise, and 2) 
Japanese in eabin. 

Pee Jap. str. Genkai-Maru, from Shanghai and 
ports :—Dr. Tinill, u.s.n., Mr. and Mrs. Kemp, 
Capt. Cheetham, Capt. Webb Bowen, Messrs. T. G. 
Smith, P. Davi'son, I. Tsaacs and 7 Japanese in 
cabin; and 1] European, 1 Chinese and 210 Japanese 
in steerage. 

Per Ger. str. Prins Wilhelm from Nicolaski:— 
Messrs. Deacon and Newman; and 32 Chinese in 
atecrage. 

Per Brit. str. Sunda, for Hongkong :—Mrs. Muir, 
83 childien and servant, Mi. Guttridge, r.n., Mis. 
Tolund, Master Hugo Toland and sorvant, Captain 
Ilare, Lieut. Bennet, essrs G. F. March, F, D. 
Palmer, and G. Sobolka in cabin ; 28 Chinese and 2 
Jupanese iu steerage, 

Per Brit. str. Strathleven, from Kobe :—25 Japa- 
nese ip steerage. 

Ver Jap. str. Wakanoura-Maru, 
250 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Brit. Belgic from Hongkong :—Major H. 
E. Palmer aud servant, Mr. John Pitman and ser- 
vant in cabin; and 3 Chinese in stcera;e. For 
San Francisco: 513 Chinese in steerage. 

Ver Jap. str. Sumida-Maru from Kobe :—30 Japa- 
nese in steerage. 


from Kobe :— 


REPORTS. 


The French steamer Volga reports :—Waving left 
Hongkong at noon 25th Sept. Experienced strong 
N.E. monsoon with high sea from Formosa to Van 
Dieman’s Straits; thence to port noderate N.E. 
with rain and thick weathor. Arrived at 5.80 a.m. 
2nd inst. Passage 6 days and 17 hours. 

The Japanese steamer Shario-Maru reports :— 
Left Kobe at 10 p.m. Ist inst. Experienced N.E. 
to E.N.E. winds with moderate weather throughout. 
Arrived at 6 pm. Srd. inst. Pacsage 36 hours. 

The Japanese steamer Chishima-Maru reports :— 
Teit Yokkaichi at 1.50 a.m. 3rd. Experienced 
moderate N. to N.E. winds with fine weather 
throughout. Arrived at 3.45 am. 4th. inst. Passaye 
25 hours. 

‘the Japanese steamer Hiogo-Maru reports:— 
Left Hakodate 6 B™. Sunday 2nd inst. Experi- 
enced N.E, to E.N.E. winds with fine weather and 
high Barometer throughout. 
4th inst., passage 53 hours. 

‘he German steamer Prinz Wilhelm reports :— 
Having experienced N.E. to E.N.E. winds with fine 
weather throughout. 

The Japanese steamer Genkai-Maru reports :— 
Leuving Kobe 9 p.m. 4th inst. Experienced va: 
able winds with amooth sea and fine weather through- 
out. Arrived 6.30 a.m. 6th. 

he British steamer Strathleven reports :—Left 
Kobe at midnight 5th inst. Experienced variable 
winds with fine weather and smooth sea to Rock 


Arrived at 11 p.m. 


Islind, Thence to port fresh N.E. with cloudy 
weather, Arrived at 9 a.m. 7th iust. Passage 33 
hours. 


The Japanese steamer Wakanoura-Maru reports: 
—l.eft Kobe at 6.30 a.m. 6th inst. Experienced 
livht S.K. wind with fine weather and calm sea to 
Kuck Ialand; thence to port fro-h N.E. wind and 
overcast, Arrived of 12.30 p.m, 7th inat. Passage 
30 hours. 

'The British steamer Belgic reports :—Sailed from 
Hongkong Sept. 30th at 6.50 p.m. Experienced 
very strong N.E, monsoons to North end of Formosa; 
thence to port moderate Northerly winds, Arrived 
at Yokohums Oot. 7th at 10.9p.m. Time 7 days, 
2 hours and 22 min. 

The Japanese steamer Sumida-Maru, reports :— 
Left Kobe at 10 p.m. on the 6t!:. inst. Experienced 
fresh N. B. winds with cle. weather to O-osima 
afterwards cloudy and overcast at 1 p.m. on the 7th, 
inst. off Capo Sima passed German steamer Prins 
Wilhelm steering south. Arrived in Yokohama at 
2 p.m. on the Sth. Passage 40 honrs. 

The American ship McZaurin reporta :—Loaded 
with 1828 tons coal to order. Sailed from Cardift 
May 22ud, 1881, for Yokohama. Had 26 days to 
the Equator in Atlantic with moderate winds. 
£0 days to Meridian of Cape of Good Hope; 77 days, 
to Anjer. Took N.E, trades in Atlantic in 26° N. 
1 ud carried them to 8° N. Took 8. 8. trades in 3° N. 


and carried them to 19° South ; from thence mode- 
rate westerly winds to Lat. 28° S. Long. 102° EB. 
in Indian Ocean strong 8.E. trades to Anjer caw a 
number of shi;s bound to the Eastward. Passed: 
though Pauca Straits and through China sea, and 
out though Bashea Islands. Aug. 26th. took a 
severe revolving cyclone sast of HKusheo Islands. 
Furled all exis and hove ship too on port tacks. 
Midnight tremendous sea on, and very hard rain 
with heavy thunder and sharp lightning of a blood 
red colour which lusted three days. Miduight a 
tremendous sca boarded the ship which started rail 
.vound mizzen mast bieaking pump shaft, and split- 
ting covering board ou port side, washing away 
bulworks and everything moveable, about decks 
filling ship with water, sinking in, the water went 
below aud found 10 feet of water in hold, also fouud 
the water rushing iu on port; side tried to wear ship. 
Wind uot blowing so hard, blew away jib main top 
mast staysnil, fore aud main top sails. Then 
decided to cut away mizzen mast after the mast 
went overboard got ship before the wind and stopped 
tho leak partially. Mizea mast in falling carried 
away starboard mizen channels and main yard und 
dit other damage tb ats, 21c. Started both pumps 
and pumped thee ‘ays and nights, before we freed 
ship of water. Several men were injured during 
the gale by the seus and falling wreck. Fore aud 
main top gallant mast and yard were broken. Fore- 
top gallant mnat went over the side. After the gale 
was over rigged jury mizen mast and got new main 
yard and main top gallant mast and yard aloft and 
repaired things the best we conld. Had light winds 
from tbe time of the gale to this port, with calms, 
curreuts vari«ble in the Kuro Sura stream. Arrived 
17th inst., passage 117 days. 

The Americ:n steamer City of Peking reports :— 
Left San Fra cisco Sept. 6th. with 101 cabin and 
512 Chinese steorage pas~engers, 74 tons cargo and 
18 packages U. S. Mails for Yokohama, 353 tons 
cargo and 8 packaves U. ¥. Mails for Shanghai. 

The Japanese steamer Tokio-Maru, reports :—Left 
Kobe 5.65 a.me 28rd Sept., 5.25 p.m. anchored in 
Oosima owing to strong S.E. wind with heavy swell 
from S.W. accompanied with thick rainy weather 
4.55 a.m., 25th. proceeded on our course wind, from 
N.E. with thick weather. Arrived at 10.30 a.m. 
25th, 

The British steamer Ardantiene reports :—Left 
Nagasaki at 5 a.m. on the 20th September, ex- 
perienced variable winds and moderate weather to 
the Straits. At6 p.m. blowing a hard gale from 
E.N.E., with high cross sea, eased ongines going 
dead slow for forty-eight hours. Barometer lowest 
29 degrees % minutes, shipping large quantities of 
water which was washing everything moveable off 
the decks, an: doing other damage, shipped a sea 
which lifted the skylight (the fastenings having 
been broken by the force of the sea), deluging the 
eabin and state-rooms with water, which was two 
fect deep, doing considerable damage to cabin, fur- 
nitureand master's effects. Thursday, the 23rd, at 
4p.m., wind veered to the South, with still a high 
sva accompanied with torrents of rain unable to see 
a ship’s length ahead. Friday, the 24th, moderate 
wind. fouth-west to Rock Island hence to port 
fresh N.N.E. wind with fine weather. Arrived at 
9 a.m. on the 24th instant. Passage, four days and 
sixteen hours. 

The following account of the schooner Balthasar 
ig taken from the report of the 8. S. Ardantiene:— 
Wednesday, the 21st. September, 1881. Latitude 
81 degrees 26 minutes N., longitude 132 degrees 
0 minute E. Boarded the German schooner Bal- 
thasar, bound from Hakodate to Shanghai, thirty- 
nine days at sea, supplied her with some provi- 
sions. Weathez at present calm. German vessel 
reports the death of the Captain on the 6th Sept. 
Mate at present in charge. Experienced on the 
18th. Sept. heavy gales, and lost sails, boats, &c. 
Crew mixed, Chinese and Manila, and two En- 
To) 


ypeans. 

The British steamer Galley of Lorne reports :— 
Having experienced strong hend winds and heavy 
sea with thick rainy weather; unab‘e to get a sight 
for three days prior to arrival. 

British steamer Loudoun Castle reports : —Left 
Shanghai 8.30 a.m., Thursday, the 23rd. Experi- 
enced fresh N.E. to East winds, with beavy oross sea 
and unceasing downpour of rain entire paxsage, ar. 
rived 4.30 p.m., passayze 4 days 8 hours. 

The Japanese steamer N.igata-Maru ieports : — 
Lett Kobe at 44.m. on Sunday, tho 25th iust. Eas 
perienced strong N.E, winds with high sea and 
thick rainy weather. Arrived at 6 p.m. 26th inst. 
Passage 38 hours 

The Eritish barquentine Agnes Wilson reports :— 
Left Newcastle. N.3.W., August 2nd. Experienced 
fino weather tu the equator from thence strong 8.S.E. 
gales and much re'1 with “ ‘under aud lightning, 


to the 20° Lat. Had light south and variable winds 
which oontinued to 34° Lat. from these to Hachijio 
strong E.N.E. gales accompanied with much rain ; 
thence to sighting Mela Head had gales from 
N.E. and N.N.E. with thick rainy weather, anchored 
off Kanonsaki last eveuiug got under weigh 10 am. 
this morning and arrived at 2 p.m. 27th. icstant, 
Passage 55 days. 

The American ship J. A. Thomson reports :—Left 
New York May llth. Had Easterly winds for 
seven days till we got the S.E. trades in 5° North 
Lat. Crossed the Equator June 16th. ia Long. 
30°48° West. Had N.W. to 8.W. winds to Meri- 
dian Cape of Good Hope running our Eastern down 
had light N.W. winds; thence to Anjer calms and 
light Southerly winds. Passed August 24th came 
through Sunda straits and up through Gaspar, here 
we had calm weather for four days had moderate 
breezes from E. to E.N.E. to Formosa; thenoe to 
sighting Omaisaki a succession of galea from N.E. 
and 8 E. with thiok weather and constant downpour 
of rain; thence to port strong S to 8.W. winds 
with cloudy weather. Tuok pilot off Cape Segami 
at 3 p.m, 27th. inst. and arrived at the anchorage 
at 5 p.m. last evening. Passage 139 days from 
New York. 

The Japanese steamer Wakanoura-Maru, reporter 
—Left Kobe 7.10 am. 26th Sept. Experienced 
strong 8. and 8.W. winds with high sea, and thick 
rainy weather to Rock Island thence to port mode- 
rate with clear weather. Arrived at 7.20 p.m. 87th. 
passage 86 hours. 

‘The Japanese steamer Kokonoye-Marw, reporte: 
—Left Hakodate 3.55 a.m. 25th. Experienced 8.E. 
winds with head swell and clear weather to Ino- 
buoye hence to port fresh 8.W. wind and fine. 
Arrived at 8 p.m. 27th. 

The Japanese steamer Sumtda-Maru, reports :— 
Left Hakodate 11 p.m. 18th inst. called at Ishashi 
23rd. and left same day arrived at Koemers 24th. 
left for Yokohama 25th. Experienced strong South- 
erly winds with head swell and occasional rain 
showers. Arrived at 5 a.m. 28th. 

The British steamer Sunda reports :—Left Hong- 
kong Sept. 19th. at 3.15 p.m. Arrived at Naga- 
saki Sept. 24th. at 4 p.m. fresh N.E. winds and 
high sea with squally weather and rain. Left 
Nagasaki Sept. 24th. at 11.50 p.m. Arrived at 
Yokohama Sept. 28th. at 7.50 a.m. Through 
Inland sea fresh N.E. winds and squally weather. 
From Akashi strong southerly es with violent 
squalls and heavy rain from N.W. From Oo-sima 
moderate S. breeze and fine to arrival. 

The Japanese steamer Nagoya-Maru reports :— 
Left Kobe 6 p.m. 27th. Experienced variable 
winds and fine weather to Omaisaki hence to port 
fresh N.E. to East winds, with thick rainy wea- 
ther. Arrived at 3.30 a.m. 29th. 

The British ship Lawrence Delap re) :—Left 
New York April 29th., had light S. and S.E. winds 
for 14 days. May 13th. lat. 30°20’ N., long. 
48944" experienced a heavy gale of wind 
from 8.E. which threw the ship on her beam ends 
and during which she sprung a leak making 6 
inches of water per hour whilst all hands were 
constantly employed at the pam » The leak was 
discovered on the port side al the main 
chains under water. After jettisoning cargo and 
getting the ship on the port tack, we reached 
the leak and partially stopped it. Whilst pump- 
ing constantly to free the ship of water the main 
shaft broke. We rigged a temporary one which 
answered the purpose of freeing the ship of water. 
We had the: N.E. trades in lat. 34° N. which 
carried us to lat. 8°N. Thence to lat. 4° 8. 
calms and light variable winds to Meridian Cape 
of Good Hope. July 5th. 75 days out; ran our 
easting down in 839°. Had moderate N.W. and 
W.N. winds to Anjer. 16th. Augt. 107 days out; 
anchored for the night, got under weigh 17th. 
Had 6 days to Banca Straits with calms and light 
variable winds. Thence to Bashee Channel light 
S.W. winds with fine weather. Here we encount- 
ered the portion of a typhoon but without sustain- 
ing any damage, all pre tions having been 
made. We sent down royal and top gallant yards, 
had double gaskets on sails, and everything secur- 
ed before the gale came ou. Hence to 8.W. part of 
Japan strong S.E. winds; to Ooshima calms and 
light variable winds wlth steady downpour of rain 
for two days; to Rock island fresh 8.W. winds 
with fine weather; to port N.E. winds with thick 
rainy weather; anchored off Yokosuka at 8 a.m. 
29th Sept. got under weigh at 5 p.m. last evening 
and arrived at the anchurage at 7 a.m. this morn- 
ing. Passage 153 days from New York. 

The Japauese steawer Tokat-Maru reports :—Left 
Yokkaichi at 5 a.m. 29th. inst. Experienced light 
N.E, to E.N.E. winds with smooth sea aud rain 
throughout. Arrived 8 a.m.)80th. Pasage 28 hours. 
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COMMERCIAL CIRCULAR. 
Yoxonama, Ocrosar STH, 1881. 


Showing Duties payable, Prices realized, Quotations, and Estimated Sales of Goods in Yokohama, for the period of 15 days from 
29rd. September 1681, to the 8th. October 1881, inclusive, 


IMPoOoRTS. 


There has been less doing in imports generally owing to the continuance of the newly formed silk guild mentioned in our last issue, whose reguls- 
tions pare been found so arbitrary that all {oreigners interested in silk have combined not to purchase anything directly or indirectly through or 
from them. 

YAENS :—Sales reported amount to 2,227 Bales against 8,200 Bales for the preceding period; making a total for the year to date of 51,866 Bales 
—vis. re, 80 056 Bales 16/24; 9,682 Bales 28/82 ; 1,472 Bales 38/42; 2,308 Bales doubled, and 168 Bales Indians. Prices Beal 16/24 remain as before while 
28/83 have declined. 

" SUGAR :—Best white is stronger: Brown also rather improved in value. 
KEROSENE.—Market firm. 
188 Ibs. = 1 Picul. 100 Dollars Mexican = 811 Silver Boos. 


DUTY PAID. 


In PRICES AT WHICH x 


MEXICAN DOLLARS.| gALES HAVE BEEN 
MADE. 


NOMINAL 
Quotations. |(From 28rd. September to 8th. October. 


COTTON PIECE GOODS. 


Drills, American, 40 yds. 80 in. 14]bs....0 0 0. owe Nesey $ 10 yde. a  po.| $2.55 @ 8.50 —— pieces. 

Prints, aseorted, 24° 5, 805, 0 ee eee | 0.0 bo 1.774 @ 2.20 ,,_| 1.00 @ 8.00 1,000 it 

Se oem) 88} yds. 39in. Tbe. acs os h a 140g 1:20 a 

> y ls. 89 in. a see wee oe |] O. » 9 _— pe] 1. 5 —_—— » 

ay » 383 ,, 39, 8, .. wee see 0.0281 5, » 1.924 @ 2.25 » 1.75 @ 2.85 3,260 » 

a ” 384, 45,, 9 4, ww ory on 0.0821 5 » 2.623 @ 2.65 ” 2.25 @ 2.75 4,000 ss 

= ik Fe a ong ” a » 10 yy w on oo 0.0821 5 » ——, 120 @ 1.60 ” 
. , 82 in. a sas. aes ek age . . —— ” 
a es “oD [feosst laggy | 5 @ 1:75 450 a 
Turkey Reds, 24 yds. 30 in. Ww tb. on one » » _—_— » _ a 
SS ets 4%, 9, 3 »@2blb..  .. » oo» 1.483 € 1.60 ,, — 800 a 
oo» 2 4 304, By oe oe 0.0241 5 » -_——— ——> — » 
as 24 », 30,,—@8 lbs. eae no» — » 1.60 @ 2.20 —- ” 

Velvets (black) 35 4, 235, 0 ae nea | 0.0848 yy 3 — s 

Victoria Lawns, 12 ,, 42 ,, on ae ane on 0.0821 4, s _—— » 0.60 @ 0.80 —_— ae 

Cotton Italians, 85 ,, 325, 1 ae ewe eve | (0.0648 yop ——- Pyd.}| 0.10 @ 0.15 — a 

COTION YARN. 

Nos. 10@ 12 oe bas) Miesela, “lesen. «lesen este Y pe.| 27.75 —— —— bales 
» 13 WEN RE PE OREN esa See gy.) SEBO ee Sioa a 
» 18 oe ow ase ane ae oon 81.75————__,, 33.60-———— 25 » 
» 22@ % bese Ra ae Koken) ested » | 81.90—— a, a 
» 6@ %4 reversed ade ae a 82.25——— _—— a 
» 6e@ : s 28.00 @ 83.60 ,, 1,468 » 
» 28@ 82 oo 1.6077 F picul 82.25. " 200 ” 
» 88@ 42 Bim hee OSs tes SS 88.25 @ 88.75 ,, | 89.00 @ 39.50 35 re 
vw» S2doubled n,n +» | 36.00 @ 38.60 caer bx 
» 42 4 oe ae on one ase 39.50 @ 40.75 ,, 125 % 
» CO Se ene Maree abe ae 3 — BS 

Indian No. 10 USES wien May (ee 4%.50—— ,, _ 25 is 

wa 16 EM ey & RaveePatee et 29.00 @ 29.45 ,, ——— 48 e 

ar) a me 28.75 @ 29.65 |, — 3806 a 

WOOLLENS AND MIXYURES. 

Alpaca, 40 yds. $2 in.. ese nee wee tee awe | 0.0965 H 10 yd. $5. oO $7.00 —_ 
Blankete, assorted ... rT TT on ose 2) == Vie ped _ 
” ” dite i ee im . | 00m ¥ picul. — 
” ” 8. fcar! green propa. pe = 
Cloth, all wool, 54@ 641be. we ase | 0.0965 'Y 10 yds. —— # ya] 0.80 @ 1.50 — 
» — Pilote, 4 @ CO e with oi esas ES 0.37 5, | 0380 @ 0.60 120 
” Presidents, 64 @&,, aoe ae on oo 0.8215 under 55 in. to) — —~Sas'»s 0.60 @ 0.70 —_—_—_ 
Union, 64@656,, 9. esse, wes_:| (0.4029 excreting 58 tn, —— 7 | 035 @ 0.60 = 

Italian Cloth, a3 i fs tsk Vere in width © 10 yaa. —— 3 | 0.25 @ 0.40 — 
‘ousselines de Laine stripes A ro y ‘ins, ane 0.09659 10 yds. | 0.154-———-_ 0.164 @ 0.19% 2,000 
Se ges ed) we ae eee | 0.0985 uy ay —— 2 | 025 @ 040 — 

SUGAR. 

White, Jimpah, No.1 = arty) on $7.50 @ 7.90 -_— 

= mbesk, MESSE rd SNe io cont team Pate 6.90 @ 7.25 — 

»  Kokfah, , 3 .. sae oe ae, | $0.8215 B picul. | 6.20 @ 6.60 — 9,000 piculs stock. 

As Kungfun, » & on reas eee oe ste 5.60 @ 6.20 -_- 

»  Gnibpah, ,, 5 or tee oe oe os 4.80 8 aoe ear yeoeong Bo/000 wizals ieee 
new 4.20 4.31 —— ),000 piculs new 

Brown, Formosa, bags re oT old | 0.1286 ,, ,, 4.00 @ 410 __ 20,000 , old 5, 
»  Amoy.n, ane re en ——= 

METALS &. 

Iron, Flat and Round ae oo on 0.0965 ical. cl.| $2.50 @ $2.85 
w» Aasarted Nail-ods, (estorted) ce ences FP Pe 30 @ 810 
” woe wee ote | 0.0488 gy —— _,, | 14 @ 1.60 

Lead, Pig ‘ . oy . oy eee oe 0.2572 4, 5» — os 5.80 6.00 

Ver ae on oy * one eee a 1.9292 4, 4 —- 

Steel, Swedish a ike Sev Vedes ash caletes [1 OL19805, —— ,, | 880 @ 455 

Tin Plates. es 0 one wee | 0.8251 D 120 Tha, ——- P box} 480 @ 4.90 

Kerosene Oil ... tee See oes ene ose eos 5 °/, ad valorem, ——- Pcase} 1.90 @ 1.94 Stock 260,000 cases. 

Baw Cotton. noun nets ween | 0.4019 ® pica. ® pel.| 10.00 @ 15.00 
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STAPLE BXPORTS. 


SILK.—Onr last report bore ulate 24th ulto. The intervalhas béen fully occupied with discussion of the details of the dispute between the Japanese 


new silk guild ype soe buyers, which it is needless to enlarge, except ie it out that many f ers quite unconnected with the 
@itk tride,- fall; wich the! foreign pipers seeing that should they successful, it will " once lead to vexatious interference with 
all other bran a mer To f , the ts cos coovenied in selling 1 hale sheer our Leet A Chinese firm 


be zeperted ie to uae pene 88 native S from grey! guild on the Sth. instant. About 76 native bales hanks have been delivered to foreigners 


In this barren of affairs no reliable quotations can be given; amongst the Japanese themselves the inclination is towards higher 

Arrivals have come forward on about the usual scale, consequently stock has increased ; we are of opinion that it is equal to fully 7000 shipping 
bales of 80 catties. Japanese report it equal to 6800 shipping bales, spanatang: of 3250 bales Hanks, 1780 alos 3 Filature, 950 bales Kakedas 
bales Oshius, and other descriptions. 


Tora, Kxrorr rrow 1st Juzur to Dare. : ~ 1880-81. 1881-82 
On se Taal, D each ase tica tet eees? Oasis Fiesta bs Cou Te aes, 982 Bales. 965 Bales. . 
ce atid Italy abi de ee cee Cake ethane” anee eeae Baess - deh 1, BOB 65, 1,978 ,, 
United States 1... tse wae cee cue wee tenes 1,880 » 1,000 
4187 Bales. 8,943 Bales. 


TEA.—Business in this staple continued much on the same basis as reported in our last issue. Settlements during the interval amounted to 
piculs is 000 and prices for the Good Medium and Fine Grades shewed an advance for the time of $1 to $1.50 per picul. 

In face of recent adverse advices received within the last two days from the United States it seems Mkely that business will be greatly checked, 
if not for e time totally suspended, until current rates shew a decline of nearly 26 per cent., and holders, if they wish to effect business, must meot this 
state 

Saturday's rates rule as under, but little or no business can be expected for the fature until a heavy decline is submitted to on the part of native 


The 8. 8. Strathleven is on the berth for New York taking freight at 60/ per ton of 40 cubic feet. 


DESCRIPTION. PRICES PER PICUL. z REMARKS. 
SILK :— 
Mayebsshi; 14 @ 2 Hanke ... ove oe eee . eee $ 680 to 640 per picnl. |) 
2 610 to 625 ” 
590 to 600 » | 
630 to 570 
Nominal. In business doi: which to base 
6 ing upon whic! 
Ln hes one 3 reliable quotations. 
710 to 739 n 
550 to — ” 
-to — » J 
Common... wee ee ave oe eee a on one $10.00 and under. 
Good Common ... Ay) ose eee, ‘ses ee ate ‘ice $12.00 to $1400 
Medinm ... se see oe toe nee nee ate aes $16.00 to $19.00 
Good Medium ... oo ees eee wee eee erry woe $20.00 to $24.00 Quotations for the moment remain unaltered, but a 
Fine =. ace, cee wwe wee tee oe tee ae 25.00 to $29.00 heavy decline must take place in the course of 
Finest... eee an ooe Dea Ay; eee oe ene 1.00 to $84.00 Se oer ae: 
Choice ... see eee vee on wee eee on os $86.00 and upwards. 


EXCHANGE. 


The unanimity with which foreign silk merchants are opposing the arbitrary action of the native silk guild has put purchases of silk 
for the present. iy ith ohh foreig a 7 mail. ¥ re ed sui by fod ghee is 4 


also being extremely s1 China rates having advanced, Japan lollowed suit. quoted 61f 
showing a rise of ,4d. 

On Lorpox.—Bank On Hovexone.—Bank $ Jo disct. 

” ” do. ” Priva\ ” ” 
aia Credits }) 84N FRanoisco.—Ban| 

‘ do. ” Private 

” Panrs,—Bank. oe New "Yorx. —Bank 

” ” Credit ” ” Priva‘ 

» SHANGHAI—Bank 

” ” Private 


Paper currency, 173 per $100. 
> 
Printed and Published by the Proprietors, W. H. Tausor end J. BR. Anauin, at the “Japan Garette” Ofies,No. 70, Main-street, Yokohama. 


————————————— 


THE JAPAN GAZETTE, 


A FORTNIGHTLY SUMMARY OF THE 


POLITICAL, COMMERCIAL, LITERARY, AND SOCIAL EVENTS OF JAPAN. 


VOL. XXVIII. No. 8. 


YOKOHAMA, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20, 1881. 


Price $12 rer Annum. 


CONTENTS. 


Leapma Agticirs :— 

Objections to the Customs of Foreign Silk Buyers... 
a pated, Com Stilts ikieaesue 
The 
More “ 


CosngsroxpExcs :— 
Intimidation by the Rengo Kiito Niadsukarisho 
The Nichi Nichi’s Clearing House... ... ... ... 

Oocastowan Norzs :— 
‘The Niadsukarisho’s sires to gh te 

impo oD ; 

Sainben on the eamme } A ae een ote 
Fire at the Ishikawa f A 

3, Rifle matoh ; 


chants; ‘The « ty, Deathe from hole 
Colla; Kaitakushi job ; Resignation. a 
Okura; Changes in the Cabinet ; Tinos of the B.C. 
Bishop of Korea ; and Miscellaneous ++ 215-221 
Tay dhs Voloiama Gaibensho 
Vigan & Co, ‘Motokicht 
To the Nicki a 


DEATHS. 
On October 12th, 1881, Many Frances, aged 


four years, and Aenrs Mary, aged three years, 
5 oe of Lancutor and Mary Misra, 
On the 19th October, H. Hawpxt, a native of 


Breslau, Germany, aged 36 years. 


Summary. 
phe 
UR last summary was dated Oot. 10th. 
for transmission per O. & O. S. S. 
Belgic. The following mails have since been 
received :— 


O, & 0. B. Gaclic Ban Francisco Sept. 20.......arrived Oct. 11 
‘ML MB. Mensalch Marecilles Sept. 4............ 9 n 


And the following have been despatched :— 
0, &0. Oct, 11 
MM ~» 6 

Tux silk difficulty remains én statu; during 
the fortnight which has intervened since our 
last issue tho subject has been constantly 
discussed on all sides. Both parties are 
equally resolute and there appears to be 
no hope of a satisfactory compromise be- 
ing ted. The Niadzukarisho have ad- 
dressed a circular to dealers and producers 
of silk in which the most infamous libels are 
formulated against foreign merchants. The 
latter have also published # second address 
to native dealers and to Japanese generally. 

The Tokio Chamber of Commerce has also 

taken the matter up and harps ad nau- 


seam of “lost commercial righte,” &o. The 
native press have been themselves through- 
out — lost to all sense of shame and 
honour. Job himself could scarcely ox- 
ercise common patience in reading the base 
falsehoods which have recently been most 
anblushing published by the vernacular jour- 
nals. There is one consolation that their 
character for venality and contempt of truth 
is so well known, that their slanders carry no 
weight whatever and generally recoil on their 
own heads. The Nichi Nichi Shinbun has 
surpassed himeelf or, as Mark Tapley would 
say “come out strong ;” in fact, so much so, 
that we have twice given hima piece of our 
minds. As the silk question is fully discussed 
elsewhere we need say no more here, except 
to remark that it has afforded a curious 
instance of real or pretended patriotism and 
zeal for “ commercial rights” on the part of 
Japanese merchants which is amusing, if not 
edifying. 

Tux poet Dryden somewhere says :— 

“Hope with a ly prospect feeds the eyes, 

Shows from a rising ground possession nigh ; 

Shortens the distance, or o'erlooks it quite: 

So easy’tis to travel with the sight.”— 

We know not whether His Imperial Ma- 
jesty the Mikado is familiar with the wri- 
tings of the worthy translator of Virgil : pro- 
bably he is not. But at any rate, some such 
thoughts as the above must have been 
in his mind when he penned the famous 
Imperial Decree of the 12th. instant. In that 
remarkable document he promises to grant 
his faithful subjects the object of their fond- 
est desires, and to fulfil the request of 
their most earnest prayers, viz, a legisla- 
tive assembly—only (hinc ille lachryme) 
they have to wait a little longer, a short 
ot oe of uine years that is all. The pro- 
clamation reads to us like a huge joke and, 
were public opinion not burked, the Lord of 
the “Morning Land" would perhaps find 
his production severely criticised. The idea 
of a monarch giving nine years notice of his 
intention to effect a necessary measure of 
reform has, at least, the charm of originality. 
We trust the people of Japan will not find it 
to be a case of “hope deferred making the 
heart sick.” 


Tae Kaitakushi job has collapsed. An 
order was issued on the 12th. inst., that the 
sanction previously given to the “ arrange- 
ment” had been withdrawn. This is a 
healthy sign, as it shows that His Imperial 
Majesty is amenable to the voice of public 
opinion and inclined to respond to ite 
dictates. 

One circumstance connected with the 
eventa of the last few days is noteworthy, if 
not inexplicable. No one was more bitterly 
opposed to the Kaitakushi transaction, or 
more strongly in favor of the establishment 


minister of finance—the “Japanese Gilad- 
stone” as Sir E. J. Reed calls him. It 
was mainly through his urgent appeals to 
the Mikado that the former was repealed 
and the latter promised. Yet singular to 
say, in the very hour of triumph, when he 
had virtnally carried his point he sud- 
denly sent in his resignation. No satis- 
factory explanation is afforded of this 
strange step on his part, though it ap- 
pears when he attended a cabinet meetin 
on his return from the north, whither he h 
been in attendance on the Mikado he was 
“sent to Coventry” by his colleagues. Tho 
only reason he gives is, that he requires reat 
after fourteen years of official life. Other 
changes in the cabinet are also rnmoured. 


His Imperial Majesty the Mikado having 
returned to the capital the sons of the Prince 
of Wales will have a more cordial reception 
at Tokio than could have been given them 
bad he been atill on histour. The flying 
squadron, to which their Royal Highnesses 
are attached will probably arrive here about 
the end of this month. The regatta and 
race meeting will take place daring their 
stay in Yokohama. 


As a sample of the censorship under which 
the Japanese press groans we may mention 
that the editor of the Ohoya Shinbun has 
just been sentenced to twelve months im- 
prisonment for mildly suggesting that the 
present form of government might be modi- 
fied with advantage. But the worst remains 
behind. Tho anfortunate Mat Nichi Shinbus 
has been temporarily saspended and all 
further publication of its issues of the 18th. 
and 19th. instant strictly prohibited. We 
have carefully looked through the copies on 
our office files and can find nothing that 
ought to have excited the wrath of a pater- 
nal, but perhaps rather too sensitive, go- 
vernment, except, it may be, a few lines 
of comment on the recent Imperial Decree 
in which it was hinted that nine years 
wasa long time to keep the nation wait- 
ing for a legislative asserably. A eug- 
gestion was also made thai whilst cabinet 
miuisters were engaged in drawing up 
a plan of the proposed parliament the people 
ought to let them know the current of public 
opinion; for if they stand aloof instead of 
boldly coming forward and expressing their 
wishes, they will be failing in the duty they 
owe both to their sovereign, and country, and 
will also be responsible, as well as the minis- 
ters, for whatever defects or imperfections 
may hereafter appear in the constitution. 
It seems strange that the rulers of Japan 
obstinately refuse to learn the important 
lesson that if confidence, and freedom of 
opinion be not interchanged betweeu the 
rulers and the raled, there can be very little 
hope of any permanent happiness or pros- 


of a legislative assembly than Mr. Okama|perity for the nation. 
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Reading Articles. 


OBJEOTIONS TO THE OUSTOMS OF 
FORBIGN SILK BUYERS. 


Nichi Niohs Shinbun, in detailing 
: what it deseribes as the abuses the 
Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho is established to 
-eorvest, has . -a duty which the 
Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho should have un- 
der taken itself; not merely as a matter 
of courtesy or consideration on the part 
of the latter towards foreign mer- 
-chants, bat in self-justification, and ex- 
planation to the producers of silk whose 
Intereste.are principally at stake. Unfortn- 
nately the Nicht Nichi Shinbun says a great 
deal more than the members of the Rengo 
Kiito Niadzukarisho dare assert. Our con- 
temporary knows nothing about the silk 
trade except from hearsay; and not being 
liable to be charged with wilful misrepresen- 
tation it yet makes statements which are wide- 
ly at variance with the trath. Like all our 
colleagues of the native press the Nichi Nichi 
Shinbun has very long ears; and too evi- 
dently hears more than has been actuall 
said. ‘However, as the grievances of whic 
Japanese sattori complain in connection 
with the trade in silk have been stated, a 
public service bas been performed; and 
we .may deal with the charges one by 
one, appealing to the Nicht Nichi Shinbun’s 
ap of justice to Ere the same publicity to 
this artiele as it did to the assertions of the 
native institution. 

The first assertion that foreigners are ac- 
-customed to contract for, and take into their 
,godowns, silk at certain prices, retaining the 

silk pending receipt of telegraphic advices 
from the home markets, refusing arbitrarily, 
and withont i tion, to complete the pur 
chase if the quotations at home do not show.a 
profit'on the contract price here, isa serions 
charge against foreign silk merchauts which 
must be met in plain terms. This system, which 
we may mention for the information of our 
Japanese friends is ealled a system of “ firm 
offer,” has for a considerable time past been 
‘far‘more complained of by tho large majority 
of ‘foreign merchants as injurious to the 
entire body of native and foreign silk traders, 
than by the native sattori (who have now, by 
a trick of legerdemain, converted themselves 
into the Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho). Res- 
peotable foreign firms have heard of such 
transactions in isolated cases, and with 
regret; and the Nichi Nichi Shinbun must 
know that on several occasions the practice 
has been openly denounced in the Japan 
Gasette as calculated to discredit foreign 
usuages in the eyes of the prodacer, who 
‘finas‘a factitions quotation for silk and no 
real sale. When any foreign firm takes into 
its godowns a quantity of silk at a stated 
price, perane sale at home, the price is in- 
variably higher than other firms feel justified 
in offering for real purchases ; and as an arti- 
ficial quotation is thus created no business cau 
be done until the “ firm offer” transaction is 
at anend. Furthermore, in deprecation of 
this practice, we have pointed out that it 
gives strong ground of complaint to Japanese 
merchants whose operations are interfered 
with, and warrants their adoption of self- 
protective measures. The complaint has, 
therefore, been first made by foreign mer- 
chants, who have many ‘times pointed out 
the mistake directly to the Japanese dealers 
who have delivered silk into godowns on 


these bern. The responsibility, therefore, 
lies with the saitori, who, when remosstrated 
with for sending in 500 bates of silk in this 
manner, reply by sending in 1,000 bales on 
the next opportunity. We aver that this 
grievance could not for a moment exist if the 
native dealer were not a consenting party. 
There are numbers of foreign houses here 
who consider themselves bound by their offers, 
end sbould the silk, upon inspection, be 
found equal'to muster the purchase is com- 
pleted, even though a difference of $100 in 
price has taken place against the Degen 
since the ‘contract was initiated. For corro- 
boration of this, let Messrs. Moar Sonar and 
Hara Zmrzasvro be appealed to. 


The next point raised is the tare of one 
per eent. which is stated to be one- 
half per cent. in excess of what it ought 
to be, by means of which producers 
guffer to the extent of 500,000 yen 
per annum. We presume that by this one 
per cent. tare, the shirting bag in which the 
silk is weighed is meant; for tare on silk 
proper varies in accordance with the class of 
silk and make up, from one to four per cent. 
and over; the tare for hank classes being 
24 per cent. Now it must be thoroughly 
understood by the Nichi Nichi Shinbun that 
the very men that journal says are opposed 
to this deduction of one pound per 
bag, as an abuse of foreign buyers, are 
the men who propesed this deduction, and 
who have made it a rule of trade in 
Yokobama since the attempted establishment 
of the Kiito Aratame Kaisha in 1873. It is 
therefore impossible that the Rengo Kiito 
Niadzukarisho could inform foreign mer- 
chants that they have considered this an 
abnso in the trade, although apparently in- 
dividual members of that establishment have 
made use of the Nichi Nichi to put this false 
argument forward in order to foment the bad 
feeling whioh is kept alive by the misrepre- 
sentations of the Japanese press. If any owner 
of silk had ever desired to have silk weigh- 
ed in a different manner by foreign buyers, 
it is hardly to be suppoved that any foreign 
buyer could or would refuse that satisfaction 
to the owner of the silk; bat the brokers 
in Yokohama have always refused to change 
the onustom of trade, and properly so, until 
every individual broker recognizes the new 
custom, leat there should be misrepresenta- 
tion in the interior of each broker's separate 
action. Has the Nicht Nichi Shinbun ever 
taken the trouble to ascertain what the 
weight of one hundred pounds of silk 
delivered in Yokohama to the foreign 
merchant or direct native shipper would be 
in Lyons when delivered by either of them 
through the conditioning house there? 
For the satisfaction of silk producers we 
will inform the Nichi Nichi that the condi- 
tioning house in Lyons would rarely or ever 
pass that silk for more than 98 or 98} 
pounds; and some times considerably less ; 
because, conditions of moisture, independent- 
ly of actual weight, are taken into: corsidera- 
tion in Earopean markets before delivery to 
purchasers; and all these losing conditions 
are disallowed here by the silk trade. How 
poor an argument it is for ‘the Nichi ‘Nichi 
to ‘say that, because the bag in which 
silk is weighed is not quite one pound 
weight, that the difference Letween the pound 
deducted and the actual weight of the bag 
is a loss to the seller, while in reality the 
seller is disposing of water contained in the 
silk at the same price as the silk iteelf: a 
dead loss to the purchaser, and a profit to the 
seller. We give the writer of the article in the 
Nicht Nicht every credit for believing what 


he writes; but he must acknowledge that he 
is net an expert in:the-silk trade; and that the 
bases of bis arguments-sre the points givon 
to him by members of the society, who are 
interested persons. We hope, in justice, the 
Nichi Nichi will investigate the truth of 
what we have here written. 

The next point is the Nichi Nichi’s asser- 
tion that foreigners take silk into their 
godowns simply for the purpose ef raising 
money upen it for their own purpeses. This 
is so utterly untrue that no argument can 
be made upon it. It is of the same character 
as the silly and malicions. report thas foreign 
shipping companies had combined to refase 
to carry for Japanese -shippers. ‘The -mom- 
bers of the Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho know 
that it is entirety ‘false; and not one of them 
would dare to make such an assertion in his 
own name. 

With regard to Eo made to watéb- 
men and others in foreign godownse, -referred 
to by the Nichi Nichi, if they are made they 
are made by the sellers of silk on ther ewn 
motion and withont the knowledge ef the 
principals of the foreign purchasing houses, 
and must therefore appear as a ‘bribe 
by the sellers for some spesial object of 
their own; and foreigners onght not ‘to-be 
accused of conniving at a :praetiee-eo.tho- 
roughly objectionable and -distastefal to 
themselves. ‘ 

We make these replies plainly.to the.Niché 
Nichi inthe hope'that that paper will-ealsily 
argae'the pointe ona truthfal basie;.do-all it 
can to deprive the argament of ill-fedling 
and temper, ‘which uofortanately-ere wixed 
ap too mach with this controversy; -and 
make use of its energies to improve foreign 
commerce in:a proper Banner; ‘becaase the 
object of foraign mercharks is only to:prttect 
themselves against -self-vonstitated -mter- 
ference between them and the protneers df 
silk in the interior; sad to ‘meet the -real 
merchants of the country in every -way calca- 
lated to promote the prosperity of:teewiblc 
trade of Japan.— Oct. '5. 


MISREPRESENTED OORREOTED. 


HE Japan Weekly Mail, in its imsue of 
8th. inst.,, published an article from: the 
Hocht Shinbun embodying a translation of.a 
memorial presented by foreign merchants to 
the corps diplomatique on the subject of the 
establishment of an institution for the con- 
trol of the silk trade. The Hochi Shinbun 
must have procured this document from the 
foreign office, for it is scarcely possible any 
of the representatives of treaty powers to 
whom it was addressed would farnish that 
journal withacopy. That surreptitions pab- 
lication of an ‘important ‘aad .onanewered 
document. should be made .is :much to sbe 
regretted; and our ministers have.the same 
‘justification for demanding is as 
the government had in the case of the 
publication by one of our contemporaries of 
‘eertain propositions for-treaty revision. 

The document in the Jgpan Weekly Mail, be- 
inge retranslation of a:translation, is ineorrect 
n many very important details; and in-one 
essential part. That.euch:e garbled version 
should .be discredited is most desirable .in 
these days of misrepresentation; and .the 
best way to bring this abont is to present 
an accarate copy ef the original memorial 
a8 presented to the Hon. J..A. Bingham, 
doyen of the corps diplomatique, which we 
now do, premising that our contemporary of 
the Hocht Shinbun prefaces ite translation 
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with the following significant words, based, 
however, as all readers will perceive, ona 
complete misapprehension of the sabstance 
of the memorial. Referring to the objec- 
tions. of foreigners to the formation of a ailk 
guild, the Hochi Shinbun says :— 


“In the first place they sought to crush it 
“ by the power of the government. According 
“to what we learn, when the establishment of 
“the Rengo Kiito Niodzukarisho was first 
‘contemplated, they, making. false. sapposi- 
“tions, and uttering irrational words, bare- 
““facedly forwarded a letter to the Americav 
“ minister, signed by thirty-six silk merchants. 
“It ie useless to say that the expressions 
“ therein contained are not worthy to be taken 
“into consideration ; but we herein set before 
“our readers-a full copy of the document, 
“believing that it serves to prove the pro- 
“fonud arbitrariness of the foreign mer- 
“ chants.” 


Then followed the translation. If the Mail's 
retranslation does not err in some material 
points, the Japanese version of the English 
original is not: creditable to the translator, 
and is really a grave injustice to the memo- 
rialiste. Here is the real memorial :— 

(Copy.) 
Yokohama, 20th. July 1881. 
To tne Hoxonasre Joux A. Brvcnam. 


Envoy and Minister i stiary 
of the United Btates of America, and Doyen 
of the Corps Diplomatique. 


merchants resident in Yokohama, 

to call Your Peious attention to the p establishment 

a Sik id in Yokohama which not only have all the 
of the Kiito Aratame Kwaisha (which was declared 

Tegel end closed by the Japanese Government in the 1878, 

as by copies of notifications which we append) but which 

greater powers than that Kwaisha. 

of this Proposed Guild is to take charge of all 

may come into Yokohama, store them and sell them 

To inrpect and’ pay. for the ales before being 
lor fore 
away from the premises of aie cuna. 
it it holders of the silk to sell 


the 
Prag IS, oe fee own fers i end $0 fopoe foreign, houses fo 
it also on its own terms. 
‘blishment of such a Guild is illegal, 
put a serious pbstruction in the war 
lly, but to damage the prospects of the sil 
the interior. 
mames that are published aa the Committee for the work~ 
this Guild give it the character of an institution sano- 
by the Government. As an instance of 
Boyeki q Ghibuee Be, phe = arr 3 
‘Shiburawa,' &c., whose names alone ap- 
Pouring af the head of rash « Guid will ost probably, so- 
the silk- and holders an idea 
send their silks to it, or be subject to 
Fenton tak the Kiito Aratame Kwai- 
was i en e Kiito Aratame 
apg openly iptiag yey 
e 
the , eviod noe and knpooed penalize on all wie 
attempted to evade its rules. 
igre an ete that foreaynere should not iurbect ek, pure 
e an edi ers not ins 
haves in their own polowan, The role of shut Gu 
‘poyed conditions of on its owncountrymen, The present 
conditions of sale, but also 
and yet, in 
eae Aratame 


to 

It is well known that the influential persons who represent 
the committee of the new Guild have applied to the Rererm 

eir bed a therefor palit. : et i 

Purpose, and we fore yap] 

obtain the views of the Japanese Government on the 
of this Guild. 

If the Government does not countenance or sanction it by 
assistance, pecuniarily or otherwise, we hope that you wi 
Lg the Government to issue notifications to that effect in all 
the Fu and Ken of the country, in order that the producers of 
the interior may know that they are at liberty to make use of 
the Guild for the sale of their produce, or to avoid the Guild 
au they please, or as they mis consider more beneficial to their 
individual interests, without any apprehension of incurring 
penalties or fines which cin be legally enforced ; and that the 
government will, if necessny, protect the people from any 
att wpts at fines or penalties which may be made by the Guild. 

Without such Government notice being made public through- 


Fe 


to you to 
formation 


out the country, we ure certain that the Guild will be able to 
enforce it« rules on all persons in the trade for the benefit of a 
certain limited few to the very serious injury of the general 
commercial interests of this country. 


‘We have the honour to be 
Your Excellency’s most obedient, 
humble servants, 
Signed by THIRTY-SIX FIRMS. 

The closing lines of the last paragraph but 
one of this document, asking that the govern- 
ment be pressed to issne a notification, for 
the information of the ignorant people of the 
interior, that the guild has no power to inter- 
fere with them in apy way, to control their 


business, or to levy fines or exact other 
penalties, is a very modest request, and one 
that any government, not “countenancing 
or sanctioning the movement” would be in- 
clined to comply with, especially in view of 
the treaties, and the importance, at this pre- 
sent time, of their preservation or viola- 
tion. This paragraph is the most important 
in the memorial; it does not invoke go- 
vernment interference with the Rengo 
Kiito Niadzukarisho, but merely prays that 
@ notification shall go forth that no such 
association has power to give the force 
of law to its regulations, This para- 
graph, however, the Hochi Shinbun has 
incorrectly translated, and has succeeded in 
giving it an entirely false complexion, the 
retranslation reading :—“ It would be desir- 
able also that the proclamation should pro- 
mise the producers protection against the 
infliction of fines by the guild, declaring that 
the guild will be suspended should it resort to 
any such measures.” 

When the government were applied to in 
1873 nothing could have been more consider- 
ate than their manner of dealing with the 
question. Eight years later, “the vice- 
minister for foreign affairs,” says the Hochi, 
“answered on the 15th. of August last that 
the government could not interfere with the 
Niadzukarisho.” As the government were 
not asked to “interfere with the Niadzu- 
karisho,” but merely to declare the Niadza- 
karisho could not enforce its bye-laws apon 
persons not members it—that is, if the 
government were not connected with it in 
any manner—the refusal of the vice-minister 
to comply with the prayer of the memorial 
is significant in every respect—that is, if he 
did refuse as reported. 

As no reply has been received from the 
senior foreign minister, it will be well to 
refuse credence to the reports of the Hochi 
Shinbun; for it is unreasonable to suppose 
that journal is better informed as to the 
result of the memorial than the memorialista 
themselves.— Oct. 11. 


INTIMIDATION BY THE RENGO KIITO 
NIADZUKARISHO. 


es difficulty hitherto experienced in 

obtaining proof of the dangerous and 
obstructive tendency of monopolies as ex- 
ercised in Japan, has been regarded by those 
who hold that institutions like the Machi- 
gaisho and Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho are 
formed rather for the furtherance of trade 
than to enforce regulations which, illegal in 
themselves, have yet all the force of 
law, as diametrically opposed to the aaser- 
tion that these institutions are framed 
to limit foreign commercial intercourse 
to the few native brokers who feed on 
buyer and seller alike to the detriment of 
both, and to the irreparable injury of the 
nation’s commerce. This difficulty is now 
removed, for the evidence contained in the 
letter of Messrs. S. & B., published in 
another colnmn, is clear proof that the Rengo 
Kiito Niadzukarisho is a close monopoly 
which enforces its decrees by intimidation of 
such acharacter that the average Japanese 
is utterly unable to withstand its influence. 
The facts are simple, but they may be re- 
stated here in even simpler form. A producer 
of silk, not a member of the Rengo Kiito 
Niadzukarisho, disposed of a few bales to a 
native merchant, who resold them to a for- 
eigner. This transaction is strictly in ac- 
cordance with the treaties of commerce, 


which provide expreasly that free commercial 

intercourse between foreigners and all classes 

of natives shall be permitted; a stipulation 

the importance of which, and the necessity 
of ita literal observance, were impreased upon 
Japan by Earl Russgut in 1862; and reiter- 
ated, in even more itive terms, in the 
tariff convention of 1866. The observance 
of this clause, however, has been rendered 
impossible by the action of sach institutions. 
as those we refer to; and it is a fact-fow will 
care to dispute, that for several years past 
Japanese monopolists havo, by threats sup- 
ported and enforced by police aud kencho 
officials, deliberately set at defiance the con- 
dition of the treaties entered into by their 
own government; and for their own objects, 
utterly regardless of the progress of commerce 
or the advantage of the many, they have 
established and still maintain a blockade of 
the port of Yokohama, compelling all natives 
and foreigners, members of their associations. 
or not, to conduct their transactions through, 
and to submit to the extortions of, the guilds, 

Foreigners, thoroughly acquainted with 
the injarious effects of these institutions, have 
adopted various measures caloulated to pro- 
cure some mitigation of the evil; and when 
the Kiito Aratame Kwaisha proposed to. 
restrict sellers in their operations with 
foreigners, representations to the government 
made through the foreign ministers (tha 
senior member of the corps diplomatique then 
being Sir Harry S. Parkes), led to the instant 
promulgation of a notification which is now, 
ander identical conditions, asked for appa- 
rently in vain. 

Let us look the facte in the face. Here ia 
an instance, which can be verified in every 
particolar, of an independent transaction 
burked by the Rengo Kiito Niadzukerisho, 
If it is done in one case that comes to our 
knowledge we may rest assured it is done in 
handreds which do not ; and even this isolated 
transaction proves that foreign commerce is 
not nominally but actually, literally, under tha 
control of the twenty-six monopolists who 
set treaties at defiance, and laugh contemp- 
tnously at the formal notifications of their 
own government. If this sort of thing can go 
on; if the foreign settlement is to. be fenced 
in and trade confined at the will and pleasure 
of the Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho, what 

ible value can the treaties have?’ It is 
obvious to the meanest capacity that when 
the government say ‘* le is free to-all 
and a gang of monopolists come forward; 
countermand that decree, declare trade to 
be limited at their pleasure, and carry out 
their plans in opposition to the will: of’ the 
government, foreign powers should’ with- 
draw from further commercial relations with 
a government unable to carry out their con- 
ventions, and negotiate new commercial 
treaties with the Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho. 

The government may urge that the Reago 
Kiito Niadzukarisho is a private undertaking 
with which they have no connection, nor any 
justification for interference. If this is trae, 
and (we write advisedly after careful examina- 
tion of such evidences as are obtainable in a 
country where everything is mystery) there 
are substantial grounds for believing the 
government to be implicated indirectly 
through their connection with the Specie 
Bank and other official and semi-official com- 
panies, what objection can they possibly 
have to issue a second and more clearly 
worded notification to that of December 
1873, declaring that, as the treaties secure 
to foreigners the right of commerce, so the 
same privilege ie granted to every Japanese, 
whatever his rank may be; and that no guild 
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or other combination of traders has any 
power to enforce rules that tend, bowever 
remotely, to lessen the inalievable right 
of the ple to do what they like 
with their own. If such a notification, 
referring expressly to the Rengo Kiito 
Niadzukarisho, had been issued in response 
to the reasonable prayer of the foreign mer- 
chants’ unanswered memorial of July 20th. 
last, of what avail would be the infamous 
threats of ruin with which that combination 
of monopolist terrified an unlettered labourer 
desirous of disposing of his produce on the 
best possible terms for himself? This noti- 
fication the government will not issue; they 
robably do not refuse, in so many words, to 
issue it, but in Japan we have accustomed 


ourselves to regard procrastination as synony- | 
mous with refusal. Whatever the reason may | that a nation of over thirty millions of people 


be the government stand silent witnosses of 


the actions of a guild, the existence of which; ture and culture far older than their own, have 
is as distinctly a violation of the treaties of ; 


commerce as was the recently issued and 
guickly rescinded kerosine oil notification. 


‘oreign ministers too, apparently endorse; made strides which, among western nations, 


the action of the government; or perhaps 
they do not comprehend in its true light that 


vast and complicated agglomeration of in- 
terests which we call the British Empire, 
makes such a constant call on the thinking 
faculties that the people of England have 
but little time to devote to the affairs, how- 
evor interesting and peculiar, of a people 
living thousands of miles away, in whom 
their direct interest is merely that of a few 
millions’ sterling worth of trade. Revision 
of the treaties, extra-territoriality, tariffs, 
and all those subjects which seem to us vital 
questions, excite no feeling whatever in the 
minds of our countrymen at home, and are 
as much disregarded as if they never existed. 
The conditions governing Jupiter or Uranus 
interest and excite more Englishmen than 
those of Japan. People read from time to 
itime, in brief notices in their newspapers, 


are ten to one, that, if pressed, he would 
say palm-trees, cotton, and cocoa-nuts, 
because Japan is somewhere in the east, 
and the whole east is redolent of the 
tropics. He knows something of its art- 
productions, and will be able to show 
a few lacquered trays, — made proba- 
bly in Germany. He has also been to 
sales of Japanese curios at Cupistiz and 
Mansow’s, and also to some of the numer- 
ous shops selling pseudo-Japanese ware. 
Ge believes that lately the people of Japan, 
from the highest to the lowest, have cast off 
their ancient customs, language, and cloth- 
ing, and have adopted without exception 
those of England, and a parliameut on the 
English model to boot.* He is probably led 
to this belief by seeing the young Japanese in 
London, dressed as well as ordinary English- 
men, and speaking our language gracefally 
and fluently. 

Those who think that there is more dich- 
tung than wahrheit, more fancy than fact, in 
the above description, may be referred to the 
preface to Miss Birp’s “ Unbeaten Tracks in 
Japan.” Amongst other questions asked this 
lady by cultivated Britons was:~— Whether 


jat the other side of the globe, with a litera- 


:suddenly and spontaneously abandoned their 
ancient policy and many of their ancient 
customs, and have in about half a generation, 


have only been accomplished after cen- 
turies of toil and many painful throes. 


although their nationals are empowered to 
trade by the treaties that privilege is virtually 
abrogated, and foreign commerce reduced toa' 
mere burlesque upon trade, by the action of 
twenty-six men who enforce their illegal | 
orders by intimidation of a class of simple! 
people who are too ready to acknowledge and ; 
recognize the power to give effect to these! 
threats, because they have already too fre-' 

uently had their trade interfered with by| 


t eee acting under the orders of the’ 
Machigaisho. : 


Nothing more remains to be said. Messrs. i forty millions of the people of India, as if we 


8. & B. are prepared to substantiate every line | 
of their letter; and the government and our 
own representatives are now in a position to 


form an accurate opinion upon the probable! sent purpose to note it. 
effect upon commerce of the continuance of | 


the illegal monopoly known as the Rengo 
Kiito Niadzukarisho.— Oct. 18. 


JAPAN IN ENGLAND. 


O™@ of the most common tendencies in' 


human nature is that which canses us!ignorance of this country which envelopes 


to regard our own hopes and fears, our in- | 
teresta and concerns, as of universal, or at, 


loast extensive, importance. Oar little Ped-| Miss Birp’s recent volumes, none of these 


lington, where we have passed most of onr! 
lives, and where most of our earthly aspira-, 
tions are centred, becomes in our minds a} 
vast metropolis, the cynosure for the eyes of 
all men. We lose the sense of perspective; 
the pettiest incident in our own lives, or in 
those of our immediate neighbours, attracts 
more of our atteution than the wars of 
empires, or treaties on which the fate of 
nations may depend. And when we go to! 
other places, and among other people, it is 
not without a sense of disappointment, what. ! 
ever reason may dictate, that we find 
these also have their concerns, and are little | 
disposed to sympathize with ours. 

A resident of Japan who has lived for 
some time amongst the people, and| 
taught to believe that the remarkable 
changes of recent years, the startling so- 
cial and political problems which the recent! 
history of the country presents, its arts and! 
letters, were subjects of enduring and con- 
stant interest in Europe, would find himself 
wofally disappointed—désillusionné, would 
better express the meaning ; and nowhere, 


wo believe, more than in England. The 


'momentary interest; people say, “ Strange 


But the theme excites only a languid and| Japan was not an English colony, and Sir 


Haery Parxes the governor? An individual 
who would put this question, would surely 
be capable of any of the ridiculous errors we 
have mentioned above. Again, we may refer 
sceptics to some guide-books, gazetteers, ency- 
clopeedias, and even to Mr. Mossman himself, 
for proofs that we have not made a draft on 
our imagination. As we have already referred 
in these colamns to some of these precious 
“guides,” we need not do so now, but 
appeal to the Daily Telegraph, —the paper 
“ with the largest circulation ”—asa witness. 
Not more than three years ago, in one of ite 
sub-articles, or leaderettes as they are callod, 
it spoke of the samurai being denuded of 
their swords, because the tyrannical Chinese 
mandarins were afraid that their unpopular 
measures would canse their assassination by 
these armed swashbocklers. Truth, again, 
spoke two years agoof the leader of the 
opposition in Japan rising in his place in the 
lower house to interrogate oe rime minister 
respecting some part of his policy. 

We pe say assert that all educated 
Englishmen are in this state of ignorance 
respecting Japan. Many have friends in this 
country, and therefore know some little about 
it: others have visited it for themselves; but 
what is quite certain is, that the rank and file 
of our countrymen are as truly ignorant of 
the condition of this country in most essential 
respects, as they were at the beginning of the 
century. Nor do they seem to care to learn 
more about it. We who reside here know 
something of what this people and its ralers 
have done during the past thirteen years; of 
their noble, albeit sometimes, it may be, mis- 
taken, straggles to place themselves on a 
footing of equality with western nations, by 
patient endeavonr, by self reliance, and 
by o kind of sturdy independence, which 
generally commanded sympathy. We know 
also, that the course of the history of this 
country since the reatoration,—the failures as 
well as the successes of its rulers,—might 
teach fruitfal lessons to the statesman, as 
well as to the student of sociology; and 
therefore it is that we deplore the complacent 


country”; “How peculiar!” “ What an 
extraordinary people!” and then forget 
the subject. Knowing our own country 
men, we can hardly marvel at this, when we 
remember how difficult it is to excite any 
continuons or living interest in our vast 
dependency in Hindostan. A war, a mutiny, 
a great military pageant, attracte us for the 
moment, but we are soon as oblivious to 
questions concerning the two hundred and 


had no connection whatever with them. It 
is not for us to attempt to account for this 
political apathy ; it is sufficient for our pre- 
We believe we may 
assert without fear of contradiction, that more 
has been written in English newspapers dur- 
ing the past three months about the wretch- 
ed Leroy, than about Japan since the re- 
storation of the Mrxapo. 

It might be thought that all the books, 
valuable and otherwise, which have been 
published in the last ten years about Japan 
would have helped to dispel the cloud of 


the average Englishman. But with the ex- 
ception of Mirrorp’s Tales of Old Japan and 


works have had the slightest hold, we will 
not say onthe popular mind, bat on the 
minds of Engliskmen of more than average 
intelligence and desire for knowledge. Nor 
were either of the works excepted read for 
their matter, so much as for their manner. If 
we select an English gentleman of average 
education and reading ; say a practising bar- 
rister, or member of some of the other learn- 
ed professions, or au ordinary member of 
parliament; and question bim as to his know- 
ledge of Japan, we shall be rather astonished 
at the result. He may or may not be aware 
that Japan is not a part of the mainland; he 
will probably know that she is independent, 
because he hos heard of a Japanese minister 
in London ; but he will probably be iguorant 
whether the population is five millions or 
five hundred. He will, perhaps, remember 
from his school-books that there is a dual 
goverument: a temporal and a spiritual em- 
peror; although he may possibly have a faint 
recollection of seeing somewhere that there 
had been a war, which altered this in some 
way; but how he does not know. He knows 
nothing of ite productions, but the chances 


® Lest this should be considered an exaggera- 
tion, we may mention that we have been informed, 
on undoubted authority, that the private secretary 
toacabinet minister, in the present government, 
and himself a member of parliament, recently 
asked & question to this effect of a gentleman just 
seturned from Japan, 
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ignorance and supineness of Englishmen in 
relation to Japan; and indeed not to Japan 
alone but to China and the whole east. Our 
attention is attracted and our sympathy 
excited in the moat lively mauner. by a fow 
score of ragged, semi-barbarous mountaineers 
in Montenegro fighting against Tarks hardly 
less barbarous than themselves, while the 
peaceful trinmphs, and vital questions of 
millions in eastern Asia, are utterly dis- 
regarded.— Oct. 15. 


THE ENGLISH PRESS ON THE RUSSO- 
OHINESE TREATY. 


OMMENTING on the recent treaty be- 
GC tween Rossia and China, The Times 
thinks the Chinese may be congratulated on 
a result which is no less duo to their victo- 
rious campaigns in Central Asia than to the 
remarkable persistency which bas characteriz- 
ed their diplomacy in the last three years. 
Seldom are either states or individuals en- 
abled to recover lost possessions, but in this 
case, without firing a single shot, the Chinese 
have been enabled to recover all but a frac- 
tional part of their territory. Russia may 
also be congratulated on the courage by 
which she relaxed her grasp on a dominion 
over which her sway had been established 
for more than ten years. No government 
under the sun would like to have to perform 
this act of renunciation, and oredit for it 
should not be gradgingly given to Russia. 
In Asia, the objections to a disinterested 
comrse such as she has pursued are great, 
for the tranquillity of the restless and sub- 
jected populations depends in a great mee- 
gure on reputation of the raler. The 
treaty gives the Chinese what they want 
without any unreasonable concessions on 
their part, and with the ratification which 
has ject taken place the last has probably 
been heard of the Kuldja difficulty for many 
yeare to come. The Chinese must remember 
that the possession of » country which has 
for some years -been ruled by » European 
code of justice and morality carries with it 
heavy responsibilities. They can only hope 

ly to maintain their position in Kuld- 
by an administration which will contrast 
not unferourably with that of the Russians. 
‘It is only by ovidence of their undoubted 
ektll to rule subject peoples that they will 
be able to retain the subject provinces which 
‘they have obtained by skill in war and diplo- 
. They have now performed the last 
ig oe great military undertakings which 
‘oommenced fifteen years 3 the empire is 
restored to its pristine limits, and the China 
of to-day revives the memory of what it was 
under the great conquerors of its most 
famoes dynasties. : 

Writing on the same subject, the Standard 
says that the brilliant and unexampled 
military success of the Chinese, achieved 
against numerous opponents and under condi- 
tions of peculiar difficulty, receives additional 
significance from this latest triamph, won by 
Chinese diplomatiste at the Russian capital. 
There were few people who believed in the 
Russians voluntarily surrendering provinces 
over which they had exercised their sway for 
-more than ten years ; but this is precisely what 
the Ohinese have obtained by this treaty. In 
Europe this result will natorally be set down 
to exceptional moderation on the part of the 
Rassians, or to the dictates of a policy yet 
unfolded ; but all over central Asia the ‘feel- 
ing will be that restitution was made because 
the Russians felt themselves unable to cope 
with eo persistent and untiring a foe. 


The Chinese have now reached what they 
recognise as the western limite of their em- 
pire, and it is not probable they will seek 
to indulge any freaks of ambition by trying 
to seize land to which they have no claim. 
Rassia may now endeavour to revive the 
ancient trade between the states of Turkes- 
tan and China which, in the middle 
ages, and at a much more remote period, 
contributed so largely to the prosperity of 
this region. It may be that Russia looks 
to this as a recompense for the sacrifice she 
has just made; but we shonld not be blinded 
to the possibility that she may have other 
aims in view, and may desire thus to secure 
the neutrality of China in the great game of 
Central Asian polities now being carried on 
between herself and England. The effects of 
the treaty on the internal policy of China 
will also soon become perceptible. The hands 
of the imperial princes, the so-called war- 
party will be strengthened ; there will be less 
readiness to adopt the advice of those minis- 
ters who are persuaded of the superiority 
of western powers. There are also other 
questions. Trade and revenue, it is tobe 
feared, are with the Chinese questions of 
sentiment. The Pekin authorities have set 
their faces against opium, and they would be 
nothing loth, as part of a programme of self- 
assertion, to take up the question with the 
same amonnt of persistency against Great 
Britain that they have shown towards Russia 
in the matter of Kuldja. The influences in 
China which would support this policy would 
be strong, that policy having as its main ob- 
jects the exclusion of foreigners, and the main- 
tenance of China’s right to remain isolated, if 
she so chooses, from the rest of the world. 
The consequences of this treaty appear for the 
moment local, but the time will surely come 
when we shall have to regard it as a great 
turning point, not only in the history of 
China, bat in the relations between foreigners 
and the Chinese. 


In a subsequent article The Times enquires 
what probably were the main objects of the 
Bussian government when they evinced such 
eagerness to strengthen their ties of amity with 
the Chinese? Official Russian views, it says, 
have been expressed with singular unanimity 
and consistency from the earliest times. 
Bussia’s object in Northern Asia is the mono- 

ly of the trade of China. The trade regu- 
fies of the new treaty are- therefore 
invested with exeeptional interest and impor- 
tance. The Chinese wish to alter or modify, 
as far as they oan or dare, the obligations 
with foreign powers which they have con- 
tracted, and it is clear that the Russians 
were never more anxious to push and extend 
their trade with China, along the five 
thousand miles of frontier which the two 
empires have in common. When Russia 
during the negotiations accepted the prin- 
ciple of a restoration of Kuldja, it was 
only becanse she looked to obtain some 
recompense in matters of trade. Among 
the principal concessions must be placed 
the granting of a second point of passago 
throngh the great wall; but as the district 
surrounding this pasa is of a barren and 
inhospitable description, this point is in iteelf 
of doubtful value. It is strange that Russin 
should be so easily satisfied, eapecially when 
we recollect how ri us were her prepara- 
tions last year ‘to oxhibit her power on the 
Chinese coast, and in the direction of the 
Korean peninsula. She covets Port Lazareff 
on the Korean coast, and if it only comes up 
to its reputation, it should prove a most 
advantageous and formidable naval station. 

Referring to the clanse prohibiting opium, 


The Times-says the Indian goveroment ahould 
show themeelves fally alive to the intentions 
on the part of the Pekin government which 
thie may indicate.—Oct. 15. 


MORE “ HONEST CONVICTIONS.” 


HEN the famous “Imperial Decree” 
: was published on the 12th. inst., 
there onuld not ‘have been any great differ. 
ence of opinion concerning the promises 
vouchsafed therein. Whilst all were glad to 
find thst a parliament would ‘ter be 
established there must have been s unani- 
mous regret at having to wait another nine 
years before it would beeome an established 
fact. Disappointment was also no doubt felt 
at the indefinite wording of the proclamation. 
The people of Japan, although pleased to 
hear that they are to have a representa- 
tive assembly would have been much more 
satisfied some information been afforded 
them as to how, or in what way, it would be 
convened, and of whom composed. 
Reflections such as the foregoing, we will 
venture to say, were called forth in the 
minds of at least ninety-nine out of a hundred 
who read the Imperial manifesto. The Japan 
Werxty Mail however, in the fullness of 
“honest convictions” thinks, or at least, 
speaks otherwise. Probably he would be only 
too willing to range himself on the popular 
side and to call things by their right names ; 
but then how can he ? Has he not his masters 
to please P Has he not received an “order 
increasing the number of copies” ?_ It would 
never do for him to declare his mind too freely. 
He must be cautious and gaarded in -his 
ex; ions, 


he “Imperial Decree” was originally 


published in the Darty Madd with very little 
comment, though every care was taken to 
make it as conspicuous as possible. Edi- 


torials and local matter in this part of the 
world are usaally printed in long primer and 
perhaps occasionally in small pica. Our 
honest friend. however, made a “new depar- 
ture” and set up the iaportant doonment 
in leaded pica,.a kind of type generally con- 
fined to trade, theatrical, and other advertise- 
ments. This however, was a matter of taste 
only, and mizht have passed unnoticed but 
for ite absurdity. 

The proclamation was reproduced in the 
weekly issue in the eame style with about a 
column and a quarter of editorial comments 
attached to it. We have been so much 
amased and edified with this last that we 
propose devoting a few moments to its 
analysis. 

In his wonted verbose phraseology the 
man of “ honest convictions ” commences by 
remarking that the “ great fact’ announced 
is an evidence of ‘ change and stability.” In 
our homble opinion there is not mnob sign 
of “change and stability” in a measure 
that is only only promised and not accom- 
eke, and one too, that is not to be taken in 

od for the next nine years. In such a long 
interval of time who knows what may 
happen P ‘As we have already said wo.give 
His Majesty every -ovedit for sineerity. of in- 
tention; but then royalty end imperialism 
sometimes change their:minds, and it ie qnite 
possible that through theinflaence of ministers 
or other causes, tho Mrapo, in the course of 
the next nine years might see very good 
reason to recall the promise made on the 12th. 
inet. Not only that, many thiags might oo- 
cur to prevent tho establishment of a national 
assembly daring such & long and seemingly 
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needless delay. Under all circumstances, the 
“ great fact ” announced fails to “strike ns” 
as an “evidence of change and stability.” 
We quite agree with the Mail that the 
terms of the Rescript will not meet with ani- 
versal approval, but we are not so sure that 
the dissatisfaction will be principally con- 
fined to the leaders of secret societies. They, 
in all probability, would mach prefer the ins- 
titation of such an assembly being postpon- 
ed to that apocryphal period in which there 
will be two Sundays in one week. The ca- 
binet also is not likely to, regard with 
favour anything that would have a ten- 
dency to abridge its absolute authority. 
But the people at large, let the Japan 
Mast say what it will, must be dis- 
satisfied at the prosper’ of having to wait 
another nine years for a measure of reform 
they have so long petitioned for. Our con- 
temporary, however, in all probability caree 
very little for the people as long as he is able 
to supply the “powers that be” with the 
usual Weekly quantum of the “genuine 
article” duly prepared and pickled for export 
purposes. 
In his interpretation of the last paragraph of 
the “Decrve " he becomes quite paternal, and 
reminds one very strongly of s schoolmaster 
addressing a class of pupils who are inclined 
to be rather refractory. If they are good 
little boys and learn their lessons pro- 
perly they shall have a holiday and all 
sorts of fun snd amusement; but if they are 
naughty they shall be whipped and sent into 
the corner. This, in plain English, is the mean- 
ing of his obscure sentences, but our con- 
temporary is as full of enphemisms as he is 
of “ honest convictions.” 

He next goes on to say that nine years 
seem almost too short for the work that must 
be done in them and then deals in some 
absurd gush about “no iconoclasm,” “no 
annihilation” and not “ shaking off ancient 
aristocracy” which is atterly meaningless to 
the uninitiated, but which will probably not 
“ fail to clicit the applause of all right-think- 
ing men,” under which term we are at a loss 
to guees who he includes, except perhaps his 
employers or wire-pullers. 

” The last sentence of this “honest convic- 
tion” seems to refer to a chamber of hered- 
i legislators. If this be the idea 
of the Japan Mail the sooner he di 

himself of it the better. Titles of nobility 
may be hereditary, but administrative 
ability and talent do not always accompany 
them in their descent from father to son. The 
people of Japan must know this well enough, 
and indeed it does not appear that they 
have ever asked for o | issue composed 
of the heads of noble houses. Such an as- 
sembly would in no sense of the word be 
representative. What they want isa body 
composed of delegates elected by them- 
selves, who will be conversant with, and 
not afraid to advocate, the wante and re- 
quirements of the nation or to “declare 
its will. If there must be an upper cham- 
ber, it will be much easier, and a great deal 
more satisfactory, to form one from amongst 
such of the people’s chosen representa- 
tives as have shown themselves to be pos- 
seased of ability and integrity, in addition to 
being etaunch supporters of every measure of 
advancement and than from the 
ranke of the ‘old stock " who have not yet 
got over their feudal proclivities, and whuse 
rhetoric would probably be as reactionary as 
that which, to jadge from published reporte, 
is generally to be heard in—“ another place.” 

Honestly speaking, the Japan Mail cannot 
be complimented on his style of reasoning, 


unless he means his utterances to be taken 
in an ironical sense. If so, we are prepared 
to join as heartily in the laugh that this, his 
latest utterance, must have inspired—though 
at his expense—amongst a great many of 
his readers.— Oct. 17. 


THE NATIVE PRESS AND THE 
SILK ThADE. 


of ges attitude nssumed by the native 
journals with regard to the silk trade 
would be mischievous were it not ridiculous. 
A free press is a mighty power for good or 
evil; a licensed one falls by its own weight. 
Journalists who are slaves to a censorship 
can express neither their own opinions nor 
those of the public whose mouth-piece they 
imagine themselves to be. What can be 
more absurd, or more at variance with facta, 
than the statement recently made by the 
Choya Shinbun that some members of the Li- 
beral party in Yamato propose to re-naime the 
Osaka Nippo and devote the paper to the 
people's rights. ‘All silencing of discus- 
sion is an assomption of infallibility ’ wrote 
Joun Stuart Mix. Ina country like Japan, 
where the “powers that be” assume in- 
fallibility so far as to silence all discussion of 
the policy pursued by them, it is difficult to 
understand how a Liberal party can exist at 
all, still less how the “ people’s rights” are 
to be advocated. The chances are if the 
Kwansei Jigi Shinhun, should it ever see the 
light, ventures to publish a plain, ontspoken 
expression of opinion in which things are 
most unmistakeably called by their right 
names, it will be either heavily fined or 
suppressed. Rightly or wrongly the Japanese 
are credited with a desire for advancement 
and progress in the arts of civilization as 
well ns for the advantages of enlightened 


spite, vented by those who, like Cxarzs 
Gurrsav, writhe under the sting of envy and 
disappointment. Such acts, xs in the caso of 
the Inte President GaRFigLpD are viewed with 
horror and detestation by an enlightened and 
a free people. 

Farthermore, the government of Japan 
should know that some sympathy, some 
confidence, ought to exist between the govern- 
ing and the governed, between the rulers and 
the raled. The chief end and aim of all 
constitutional government is, or ought to be 
“the greatest happiness of the greatest 
nambers;” and how can this be brought 
about if public men and public measures be 
not open to public criticism? Is all the 
learning, ability and intelligence of the coun- 
try so far compressed into the narrow spxce 
of the twelve cabinet ministers that the 
peuple are to take all their sayings and doings 
upon trast as the very essence of infallibili- 
ty? Really bonorablo, straightforward and 
intelligent statesmen, so far from dread- 
ing the criticism of the press, would 
actually invite it, even though it may be 
sometimes hostile to themselves, and 
endeavour to regulate their line of policy 
by it. The preas laws of Japan, as they 
now stand, reflect little credit on a nation 
anxious to emerge from the cimmerian dark- 
ness of long ages of ignorance and isolation, 
and to shake off the rast-eaten chains of 
superstition. If they have not discoverd thia 
already, they will, sooner or later, be taught 
the lesson when it is too late. Vow populi, 
vox Dei; bat whether the voice of the people 
be divine or diabolical it will and must 
make itself heard. Signs are not wanting 
here in Japan that public opinion is be- 
ginning to assert iteelf. Why ther-fore will 
the government of Japan wilfally close 
their eyes to the fact? Will they never 
learn that a free press is a safer pct ig for 
the expression of the national will than 


government. But how are these things to 
be attained if the chief source and channel 
of information and instruction is to be oon- 
trolled in its utterances P— 

« How shall I speak thee or thy power address, 
Thou god of our idolatry the Eres ? 

By thee religion, liberty and laws, 

Exert their influence and advance their cause ; 

By thee wore plagues than Pharaoh's land befell, 
Diffused, make earth the vestibule of hell; 

Thon fountain, at which drink the good and wise; 
Thou ever bubbling spring of endless lies ; 

Like Eden’s dread probationary tree, 

Knowledge of good and evil is from thee !”” 

Let the rnlers of Japan look around them ; 
let them cast their eyes on western nations 
and observe the contrast which is presented 
between those in which the press is free and 
those in which it is controlled. In the one 
case people enjoy the blessings of the utmost 
civil, political and religious liberty amidst 
a reign of happiness and contentment. In 
the other bigotry, intolerance anarchy and 
discontent are the main features carrying a 
thonsand evils in their train. In no country 
is the press more tyrannically controlled 
than in Rossia and, as 8 nataral consequence, 
no country is in a worse condition; the 
people are wretched, and their ruler is in 
constant fear of sharing his father’s fate. 

It may be answered by the Japanese press 
commissioners that attempts on the livea of 
rulers may be, and indeed are, made in coun- 
tries where the press is free. That in no 
way affecte thequeation. There isa wide differ- 
ence between a political murder and a private 
aveassination; the former is the result of 
party combination, brought about by real or 
imaginary wrongs imposed by bad govern- 
ment; the latter is the. outcome of private 


nihilistic or commanistic associations ? Such 
organizations may, as yet, be anknown in 
this country; bat if tho ralers continue to 
pursue the suicidal policy of burking the 
press no one can say how long they will 
continue to be so. 

It is also useless for them to argue against 
the use of a thing by its abuse. The latter, 
in the case of the liberty of the preas, can 
always be guarded against. Whilst allowing 
the freest and fullest criticism and censure 
of individuals in their public capacity, private 
reputation can always be protected from 
defamation by a judicious law of libel. 

With respect to the silk question which 
certain vernacular journals have taken up 
rather warmly very little need be said. We 
can assure our native contemporaries that 
foreign merchants take no more notice of 
them or care no more for their blatant 
graphs than they do for their wire. pallecs: 
It is well know that tho utterances of the 
Japanese press, in such s matter, can be 
taken simply for what they are worth which 
is—nothing. 

These miserable tools onght, after all, to 
use a little more discretion than they are 
showing. The silk guild may, and no doubt 
do, bribe them pretty freely for the manu- 
factore of such insane threats as have appear- 
ed in the columns of the Hochi Shinbun and 
the Akebono Shinbun; bat do the parties to 
the transaction—that is the briber and the 
bribed—ever stop to ounsider what will be 
the upshot of it P The latter will only succeed 
in making themselves appear more ridicu- 
lous than ever. The native press has, of 
necessity, never been held in very high ea- 
teem amongst foreigners; no matter what Sir 
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Joux Pors Henwessy or Sir E. J. Resp may 
have said to the contrary; bat this ‘ new 
departure” of theirs, if it has any effect at 
all, will stamp them as being utterly untrust- 
worthy. The former, thia omg guild, will 
in the end, find themselves the greatest 
losers. Seeking to injare the foreigner they 
will doubly injure their own merchants 
and inflict a serious blow on the export 
trade of the country from which it may 
not soon recover. “Boglishmen are not as 
greedy and grasping as the above-named 

recions prints make them ont. In the 
5 aiaeeet of a catechism familiar to most of 
them they desire and endeavour “to be 
true and just in all their dealings ;” bat 
when integrity is met by duplicity, and fair 
dealing by bad faith it is only just and reas- 
onable that they should make a stand against 
what they very rightly consider to be gross 
imposition. The members of the silk guild 
alone are responsible for tho present stagna- 
tion, and as they have sown the seeds so must 
they reap the fruit.—Ooct. 8. 


 Bebiews. 


BOOKS RELATING TO JAPAN. 


have received, though not from the 

publishers, two recently published 
works containing reference to Japan of so 
pecoliar a character that it is impossible to 
refrain from a brief review of the erroneons, 
misleading, and in many instances silly 
chal devoted to this portion of the 
Eastern World, by writers who lay claim to 
knowledge sufficient to warrant their ap- 
pearance before the public as authorities on 
the subjects they treat of. 

A few of the older residents will recollect 
Mr, E. Heppte Hatt, tho visited Yokohama 
about the year 1868, when the limits of for- 
eign travel in the vicinity of the open ports 
were rigorously narrow. This gentleman 
had travelled mnuch, and gathered an exten- 
sive stock of useful information; and we 
should have thought any work of his bore 
sufficient recommendation from the author's 
name. Had we done so we should be in 
error, for the chapter on Japan in this trust- 
worthy volume (') must sarely have been 
“ trated” by Mr. Samwvgsn Mossman, 
Shees book we reviewed a few months ago(*). 
On opening the book at this special chapter, 
the reader is presented with a wood-cut pur- 
porting to give a general view of the city of 
** Yedo.” Carefal examination of this picture 


does not convey the satisfactory impression | 


it is intended to do, because it reminds the 
spectator as forcibly of London in a November 
fog, Moscow after the evacuation of the 
French in 1812, or of Coomassie, as of the 
populous city of Tokio. Disappointed with 
the illustrations we turn to the letter. 

and are gratified to find that Kiushia aud 
Shikoku (called Sikok) are said to be the 
most fertile and densely populated parts of 
Japan: and, although five porta are opened 
by treaty “only three of them can be said 
to be fairly occupied by settlements.” These 
three favoured porte are Nagasaki, Yoko- 
hama, and Hakodate. The residents of 
Kobe,—“ Sweet Kobe! loviiest village of 
Japan "—who are so justly prond of their 


1) The Pictwresque Tourist, A handy guide 
send tes woth Edited by Mr. E. Hepple Hall, 
Loadon 1861. 


(8) Vide Japan Gasette, April 30th, 1881, 


pleasant and thriving port, will be surprised 
to learn that they cannot yet be said to be 
fairly settled ; while residents of Yokohama 
will learn with pleasure that their port is 
65 miles distant from the celebrated Fasi- 
yama, 14,000 feet high, which ‘has ceased 
to be active since 1707, when, according to 
native account, the mountain uprose from the 
level plain in a single night!!" Next to 
this modern mountain, as a familiar object in 
the empire, is the ‘‘ Niphon Bass.” Whether 
this is some friendly reference to a Japanese 
imitator of the distinguished brewer, whose 
beer refreshed our observant traveller, or not, 
is a question not easily solvod : nor is it more 
intelligible than that the “ Hotel d’Europe is 
the chief honse of entertainment for visitors 
to Yokohama ;” and ‘‘ Bosengee,” near Kana- 
gawa “has some fine temples and scenery.” 
Yedo can be reached by the road or by boat; 
while a note informs the over-curions that 
though there is now a railway between Yoko- 
hama and the capital, it is the only one in 
the empire, and “we have no reliable par- 
ticnlars respecting its operation.” The capital 
itself is divided by the river Ogawa into two 
parts called Hongo and Yedo. The British, 
American, and French legations are situate 
respectively at Tozenjee, Drumfujee, and 
and Bakaivee, in pleasant positions. The 
population, it seems, has been much ex- 
aggerated, for, according to the beat writers, 
it is not more than a million and a half! 
The temperate climate of Hakodate is its 
principal charm, and riding the chief amuse- 
of the residents. ‘Those who desire to 
stady native character and customs” should 
visit Osaka and Hiogo. The correct name 
of Osaka is, it appears, Kioto; and it is the 
Mrxapo’s present capital ; while Kobe is the 
name of a new settlement: but the writer 
confeeses his inability to give information 
respecting the latter of the same absorbing 
interest as that which he gives about Osaka. 
Nor is Nagasaki neglected by this observant 
traveller. Intending visitors to that port 
will be delighted, and those who have seen 
it astonished, to hear that it is the most 
interesting city in Japan. Steamers from 
the “Chinese port of Hongkong” call there, 
while to crown all Hongkong appears ns one 
of the ports of China and Macao as another. 

Time and space prevent us from paying 
that attention to the novel and varied 
information communicated about China. 
Japan must be sufficient for the present, as 
an example of Mr. E. Heppre Hatt’s accu- 
racy, and competence to be a guide to the 
unsuspecting “ globe trotter.”” 


AE oe eae of Japan may find » fand 
of constant amusement in the stuff 
which is written in different foreign coun- 
tries, England especially, about them and the 
country in which they live. To Mr. Mossman 
we have referred; from Mr. E. Heppue Hatt 
wo have in the review of to-day, extracted a 
few plams. The last named writer certainly 
laid claim to no great pretence of oomplete- 
ness, and it has remained fora member of 
the Royal Geographical Society to present 
the public with a valuable work descrip- 
tive of all known countries and to lay 
all who bay and read his book onder life- 
long obligation. The title(*) is snfficient- 
ly comprehensive, but then the work fills 


(3) Gasetteer of the World, Dictionary of Geo- 

ical knowledge, compiled from the most recent 

basher oor ae somoplete body of 
modern Geography, p tical statisti 

historical and thnographical.” Edited by = 
ber of the Royal Geographical Society. 

by A. Fallarton and Company, Edinburgh. 
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seven large volames, closely printed in doublo 
colamns, and consequently with abundance 
of space for accuracy and falness. The date 
is 1875; and therefore the member of the 
Royal Geographical Society who appears 
as editor has little if any excuse for his 
errors and shortcomings: bat of this our 
readers may judge for themselves after 
perusal of some of the facts to be found in 
the article on Japan ; facts which have at least 
the merit of novels for most of ns. Perhaps 
our best coarse will be to sammarise this por- 
tion of the book, and describe the land we 
live in, its people, their habits &c., if those 
who read will only remember that the in- 
formation is furnished by a member of the 
Royal Geographical Society. Well then; 
Japan is known as Hipon to the natives, and 
its most southern part is Moninsima. Two 
centuries ago Corea and Loochoo were both 
conquered by the Japanese, who still exact 
tribute from them. This tribute is, accord- 
ing to the assertions of the Japanese, very 
inconsiderable, and is levied by them not 
so much on acconnt of profit as a manifesta- 
tion of their power. For this reason the heir 
to the throne of Corea, must always live at 
the Japanese court, and serve as a-hostage — 
for the fidelity of that untrustworthy prince. 
The Japanese have a fortress on the coast of 
Corea, with a numerons garrison; a large 
force is kept in readiness on an island which 
lies between Japan and Corea possessing, on 
the south-west side, a strongly fortified town 
and good harbour. The Japanese fortress in 
Corea is subject to the governor of this 
island, who is called an obunjo, and has the 
game rank as the governor of Matsmai. The 
islanda of Jesso, Kunashir, Iturap, and Sag- 
halin, may be called Japanese colonies ; but, 
for the honour of the Japanese, it should be 
said that neceasity only forced them to settle 
on a foreign soil. Now, the mode in which 
the Japanese came to possess Jesso was by a 
fair and bond fide purchase of part of the 
south-west const from the aborigines; and 
in some of the villages in this region not a 
hut belonging to an ancient native can be 
found. [Onr authority does not say precise- 
ly whether a hut belonging to a modern 
native exists. On this point his readers are 
left to form their own conclusions.) The 
Japanese have also established conventions 
with the natives along the coast of Jesso 
granting permission to fish: as an exchange 
the Japanese gave the natives a quantity of 
necessary gooda. 


The phyisical features of the country are 
not well known: even the height of the 
mountains is a matter of doubt, although that 
of Fusi may be estimated from the fact that it 
is covered with perpetual snow (nearly all 
the year round.) The chief lake is Oiz, 
between Osaka and Meaco: it is fifty Japan- 
ese leagues in length, a league being the 
distance a horse goes in an hoor at an 
ordinary pace. The principal authorities on 
the climate of Japan are Thanberg and Gol- 
ownin. Bears, panthers, and leopards are 
seen in the forests; and ducks are amongst 
the domesticated fowl. Tt is dificult to as- 
certain the population, but it is varionsly 
estimated at thirty, fifty, and ten millions. 
In external appearance the Japanese mach 
resemble the Chinese, from whom they 
are probably descended. . Polygamy is not 
peoniniieds bat wives mast be purchased. 

here are three languages: pure Chinese 
used at court, the vulgar tongue, and the 
sacred language of the Buddhist priesthood. 
There are also three religions, the Sinto, the 
Buddhist, and a sect of philosophers who 
are, properly speaking, pure Deists. The 
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sect of Sinto believes in the existence of one 
Supreme Being, to whose omnipotence all 
things owe their existence. To this Being 
they attribute every perfection of which they 
can form an idea ; but they regard his nature 
as too exalted to permit him to interfere in 
the government of the world, which is only 
an inferior portion of the universe: he has, 
therefore, committed the care of all sablanary 
matters to inferior beings, on whom are 
bestowed different degrees of power, accord- 
ing to the nature of, the station which each of 
them is to fill. As these inferior duties have 
the immediate care of man, and of all that 
belong to him, they are regarded as the 
proper objects of bis daily worship. To 
impress common minds with sublime ideas 
of this great God and his power, bis images 
are uspally made of immense size. 

The months are divided into fourteen 
days ; and our old friends, the temporal and 
spiritual emperors, appear again to do daty. 

The army amounts, in time of peace, to 
more than half a million. The men are armed 
with bows, arrows, sabres, and spears: Musketa 
are not in general use. They have no ships. 

The Chinese and Datch are alone permit- 
ted to enter Japanese harbours. 

[This story, we reqnest our readers to re- 
member, was published in 1875]. 

Even with these two nationalities the 
strictest harbour regulations are put in force. 
It jis, however, possible that an opportanity 
for opening a liberal and honourable com- 
munication between Earope and Japan will 
happen when the two great oceans shall be 
united by a canal across the isthmus of 
Panama, but hardly before then. 

These wonderful statementa are taken from 
the article “Japan”: we might, probably 
with some advantage, go onto quote from 
those on ‘“Jedo,” Nagasaki, ‘ Jeaso,” &c., 
with similarly astonishing results, but.even 
the patience of a reviewer has ita limite 
and we can wade no further through this 
muddy morass of fiction and folly. We have 
only alluded to the work at all for the purpose 
of affording residents in Japan, and the 
Japanese people who care to know what is 
thought and said about their country and 
themselves, an example of the information 
given by a member of the Royal Geographical 
Soojety to the world, in s book “ forming a 
complete body of modern geography " twenty- 
one years after Perry's treaty with Japan, 
and seven after the revolation of 1868. Traly. 
some books are fearfally and wonderfully. 
made. ‘lu’this instance onr author, modestly, 
concealing his name, cannot be classed with; 
those who find,— ' 

‘ Tia pleasant, sure, to see one’s name in print ; 

A book’s.a book, although there’s nothing in ’t. | 

But his preface to the seven extraordiuary| 


volames published by or for him should have 


J 
This I hold : 
A seevet worth its weight in gold : 
To those who write as I write now; 
.Not to mind where they go, or how,— 
Through ditch, through bog, o’er hedge and stile; 
mate it but worth the reader’s while, ‘ 
| keep & passage fairand plain, . 
Always to bring him back again. 


Tue C) 
Hachioji silk, which arrived at Yokohama on 
the 11th. und fifty or sixty bales of other 
kinds were exported direct by the Boyeki Sho- 
kwni and Doshinsha, per French steamer 
Tunais on the 15th. inet. Six thousand cards 
of silk-eggs were also despatched by the same 
vessel, eo : 


hoya Shinbun says that forty bales of 


Reports. 


THE SEN SHI GAKKO. 


Scuoous, that is, English teaching schools 
are not so namerous in Yokohnma as to pre- 
vent the institution of a new one being bailed 
with pleasure by those who take an interest 
in the progresa of popular education amongst 
the people of Japan, The above, which is 
intended to be an English High School for 
boys, has been established under the auspices 
of the American Reformed Charch Mission, 
and last evening (Sth. inst.) we had the plea- 
sure of being present at the opening exercises. 
The school house is No. 48 Blaff, and it 
was here that a goodly company were 
gathered together to witness the pro- 
ceedings. Long before the appointed hour 
the seats were well filled and by about 7.30 
there was scarcely standing room. The 
audience was almost exclusively Japanese 
amongst whom we observed a few foreigners. 

The “exercises” commenced by a hymn 
in Japanese being sung to the tune of the 
“Old Hundredth” in which most of the 
assembly took part. The Rev. Mr. Inagaki 
Akira, native pastor of the Union Charch, 
then read (in the’vernacular) Proverbs vitt.; 
this was followed by prayer and another 
hymn, 

Rev. J. H. Battagg then briefly explained 
the objects aimed at in opening another Eng- 
lish School. He referred to those which were 
already in existence and quoted the maxim 
“* the first shall be last §c.” The first English 
school was opened by Dr. Hepbarn ynder, the 
aaspices of the American Reformed Charch 
Mission upwards of 18 years ago in connection 
with the first native church. From ite 
edncational work very creditable results had 
been attained. The new school was a young 
infant of only two days old; it had its career 
before it. Their object was to afford a higher 
atandard of education founded on Christian 
principles ander the superintendence of one 
who already had elsewhere made n good record. 
The reverend gentleman then briefly reviewed 
the progress of education since the establish- 
ment of the first school before referred to 
and, with regard to the new venture, express- 
ed himself as confident of success; a large 
number of scholars had already been enrolled, 
and the work was commenced with sach 
cheering prospecte as he trnsted might justify 
the hope that the “first shall be last and the 
laat first.” 

Professor Wrcorr master of the new 


‘\ sehool briefly explained the system of teach- 


ing he proposed to pnrane. As he had.been 
only a woek here his plans were as yet an- 
developed. His rale, he said -was to teach 
sound and useful things first, and oynamental 


‘tones afterwards; -bat above all; his desire 


He would 
with reli- 


was to bring sonls to Christ. 
combine secular _ instraction 


‘|aions training and he hoped the half pro- 


phecy expressed by Mr. Ballagh woald even- 
taally be realized. 
The Lev. J. Soper of the Methodist Theo- 


‘}logic:1 School then gave a brief addresa in 


Japanese, in the course of which he said he 
wished the institution all success. He re- 
garded education as next in importance to 


religion; withont ednention there could be | P! 


no intelligent conviction, On the other hand 
religion without knowledge could be nothing 
more than a degenerating superstition. 

The Rev. Mr. Tamura, teacher in the 
‘Teukiji English High Sehcol, who also spoke 
in Japanese, next addressed the meeting. He 


| 
referred to the spread of education in Japan 


under the new government. The revolution 
upwards of 14 years ago heralded the dawn of 
civilization ard progress, tho introduction of 
the newspaper preas, the spread of education 
and advancement in the arts and sciences. 
Many laudable efforts on the part of the gov- 
ernment for the spread of popular educa- 
tion were rendered futile through neglect 
of moral training or the education of the 
heart; that is, that morality had not advanced 
in proportion to intelligence. Like the winga 
of a bird, or the wheels of a coach the two 
aystems of education (i.e. those of the hoad 
and heart) must go together. This institution 
was intended to refine the minds and manners 
and to purify the hearte of those who at- 
tended it. As he formerly rejoiced at the enta- 
blishment of a Methodist school in Tsukiji 
80 now ho rejoiced at the inaugaration of this 
one as at the birth of a new brother. He hoped 
that ten years hence this school would be 
able to produce a prime minister and, as mer- 
chants are said to be rather inferior, some 
good merchants as well. 

Another hymn was then sung after which 

Rev. Dr. Vegsack gave.an able and elo- 
quent lecture on the advantages of education. 
As ho also spoke in Japanese, we were rathor 
at a disadvantage but, as far as we could 
understand, the sam and substance of 
his addreas was education in its physical, 
mental and moral divisions, especially the 
two latter. After dilating upon the imppr- 
tance of each and all he pointed ont the 
fallacy of Confucius’s theory that “ three 
years study would make it next to impos- 
sible not to become a good man.” This and 
sundry other of the Sage’s maxims he 
showed—very much to the amusement 
of his Japanese audience which was largely 
composed of scholars and educated men— 
were utterly fallacious. No amount of mere 
study of letters or sciences could make a 
good man. Study of religions systems might 
make, converts; but a good man mast be 
made such by the education of his moral 
nature—his conscience. Science could not 
enlighten that. It needed an ultimate and 
unchangeable standard, and that standard 
was found alone in the Revealed Will of God 
—the teaching of Jesus Christ. His axioms 
such as “ Love thy netghbour as thyself.” 
“ Do to others as ye would have them do to you.” 
“« Love your enemies” depended not upon any 
science or special study whatever. They 
commended themselves to the dniversal con- 
science of man as right and good. He agreed 
with the previous speakers in their remarks 
on the necessity of the union of moral with 
intellectual education and congratulated those 
prosent on the objects announced as the pur- 
pose of this school. He also counselled the 
pupils to guard against tho iden that moral 
education, like mental, consisted in going 
over a subject or even examining it and then 
laying it aside as might be doue with ordi- 
nary studies. Moral training was something 
to be constantly practised, and its good 
fruits of happiness and usefulness were to 
be practically exhibited in their every day 
lives. 

This address, though abounding in Chinese 
and other technicalities, evidently gave great 
satisfaction to his auditcrs, as we are inform- 
ed is the case with all the learned Doctor's 
yublic efforts, owing to his painstaking care 
in their preparation, and his ease and fluency 
of delivery. 


Prayer was then offered hy Mr. Kamano, 
of the Union Church and a representative 
of the Woman’s Union Churéh Mirsion 
School, He’ was followed -by -a voluntary 
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3 wide balls) the first wicket falling for 3. 
Mr. Veitch shortly followed suit by giving an 
eary catch; two wickets for 13. Mr. Thomson 
was next caught behind the wickets, only 
contributing 5 to the acore. At this point of 
the game Mr. Trevethick and Dr. Wheeler 
made a stronger stand and showed perhaps 
better play than we have seen for a long time. 
The former gentleman certainly deserved 
every run that was accredited to him—his 
“four” hits being exceptionally well and 
strongly played. The ‘ Doctor” batted very 
carefully and genernily contrived to place his 
hits beyond the reach of the field and made two 
or three particularly good cuts nmong the slips. 
After a rather dull and threatening afternoon, 
the rain commenced shortly after half past four 
and ut 5 o'clock it was ngreed to terminate the 
match, The total score for the home team 
then stood 144: of which Mr. Trevethick and 
the Doctor had the satisfaction of contributing 
respectively 81 and 45 both Not out. The 
following is the score :— 


Tas Fuser. 


prayer from a representative of the Ferris 
Seminary, in which the Divine blessing 
was earnestly sought on behalf of the 
pupils from all parts of the country who 
may hereafter be trained up in the new 
school. A Hymn was then sung and this 
interesting meeting was brought to a clone 
hy the benediction being invoked by the 
‘Rev. Dr. Verbeck. 


JAPANESE PUBLIC MEETING. 


A public meeting of Jnpancse wos held at 
the Machi Gnisho, on Thursday evening, 6th. 
instant. 

The object of the assembly was to advocate 
and support the cause of native merchants in 
the present silk difficulty. The crisis is one 
that is anxiously watched by both Japanese 
and foreigners ; a crowded house was therefore 
a matter of course. The number present is 
estimated to have been about 800. 

The speakers were Mr. Fujita Mokichi, 


editor and proprietor of the Hochi Shinbun| yey, Penny, Curacoa, Bun out .. .13 
and five others who aré not well known, three! ,, Stephens. B. N. Yard, Bowled. Stran; 2 
of them being ycung students. » Brittan, Albatross. Bowled, ‘Thomson. 1 
The subject matter of the epeeches was| + ele Zephyr, Pomled, Rirange : 
es . " 2 loffett, Curacoa, L. B. ” 101 
ee ed the pilconces arbil Heats raegetiped of Lt. Groube. Albatross, c and b. Strange.. 4 
joreighers in connection with ¢ ie silk trade Mr. Rees, Curacoa Bowled, Thomson. . 0 
aud the speakers strongly urged native deulers| ,, Dundas Zephyr, not out .....0...... - 8 
to persist in their opposition to the last. Lt. Tate. Vigilant, c Strange Thonison. eee 
It would be superfluous to reproduce any of | » Bracth waite, Curacoa, Bowled, Strange 5 
the addresses as they were nothing more than a|— 7 ornton, Foes XUD Ube Soa 
reproduction of the accusations which have Bree Slee, Break, Wades ¢ : pul 
otten been made against foreign merchants in Total... . csrscssssecssereres eevee 48) 
the colamns of tho vernacular press. One of the Bowuina ANazrats. 
orators dealt in metaphor. He compared com- Maiden 
Balls. Runs. overs, Wickets 


mercial rights to the atring by which the holder 
can raise or lower a kite at pleasure. Hitherto 
this atring, that is the commercial rights, has: 
been held by foreigners by whom our trade 
has been regulated inasmuch as market prices 
have been raised or lowered by them. Bat 
now native merchants insist on holding the 
string themselves. 

One cireumstatice was noteworthy ; that in 
attacking foreighérs the speakers appealed 
More strongly to the patriotism than the rea-: 
eon of their hearers. 


W. B. Thompson 
F. W. Strange.... 55 


Tae Yoxouama Cricxer Cius. 


Mr. Veitch, c Tate, b Stephens . 
»» Mollison, Bowled, Stephens 
Dr. Wheeler, not out ... 
Mr. Trevethick, not out th 
»» W. B. Thomeon, ¢ Stephens, b Thornton 
» Duff, Dodds, Sutter, Strange, J.H. Thom- 
son, Hearne, did not bat 
Byes 2. Wides 7 .... 


Sta oY Bow.ine ANALYata. 
CRIOKET. Balls, Runs, Maiden overs. Wickets, Wide Balls, 
Stephens 125 57 3 3 5 
Thomson 60 28 2 1 1 
Yoxouama vs, Toe Fruer. Moffett = 8587 0 0 1 
Penny 30 «23 i) 0 0 


This match played on Saturday afternoow last 
(8th, inst.) reaulted in another victory for the 
home team. The Naval side was not nearly eo 
strong as had been anticipated and was sadly 
deficient in bowling which to some extent may 
sccount for the result of the match. Towards 
the end of the afternoon it was only too ap- 
parent that Mr. Stepheue was completely tired 
out: and there was no one to relieve him, all 
the other available bowlers having been tried 
at the far wicket. ‘Ihe navy won the toss and 
went in about 2 p.m. to the bowling of Mr. 
Strange and Mr. W. B. Thomson. There wus 
nothing worthy of mention in the balting, but 
we think a far beiter result would have been 
achieved if Thornton (who shewed good style 
both in batting and bowling) had been sent 
in earlier during the game. “Last in” is 
a thankless task, especially to any one 
that can bat. Mr. Penny, (who has frequent- 
ly made large scores ngainst equally good 
toams) succumbed for a total of only 13 and 
the innings was closed shortly before three p.m. 
with a total score of only 48 runs. Messrs. 
Veitch and Mollison then took the wickets 
for the Yokohama side and the latter was 
speedily disposed of by Mr. Stephens (after 


(1) Including twelve 2s. 
(3) Including three 4s. four 8s and thirteen 2s. 


THE FUREIGN SILK-MERCHANTS' 
ASSOOLATION. 


Minotes oF A Meetma or Sink Marcuawts, 
HELD AT THB Rooms oF THE CHAMBER OF 
Commerce, on Tuorspay, Tas 137. 
Ocrozsr, 1881. 

Present :—Mussrs. Wilkin, (Chairman) Reid, 
Von Fischer. Fobes, Fraser, Taylor, Heimann, 
Thomas, Walsh, de Bovier, Hurlimann, Paul 
Heinemann, Guisani, Abegg, Ludwig, Merian, 
Middleton, Mollison, Biagioni, Harmand, Don- 
rille, Scheidt, Alleuck, Vivunti, Kingdon, Cha- 
monard, Schultze, Burchard, Wolff, Lindsley, 
Chavin, Grosser, T. Walsh, Johustone, Gay, 
Jas. Walter, and Gribble (Secretary). 

After the minutes of the last mecting had 
been read confirmed. 

Tue Cuarr“an said:—We have no reply 
from the guild to our letter to it of 30th. Sept., 
nor has there been any further direct commu- 
nication from any of its number either official 


or unofficial. Some of the native import 
merchants have I may mention, volunteered 
their services to endeavour to mdiste,—to 
suggest, as they say, a compromise. They ask 
whether supposing the guild would be willing, 
regardless of expense, to provide suitable go- 
down atcommodation in the foreign settle- 
ment as a temporary measare, foreigners would 
consent to buy through the guild. It is need- 
less to romark that this means a compromise 
in which we yield nearly every thing, aud 
they only the minor point of one of the in- 
conveniences. 

Thus in spite of their reiterated request, the 
committee are still without any statcmerit from 
the guild itself as a body, as to its causes of 
complaint against buyers. 

A circular address to the silkowners, how- 
ever, has been issued by it, containing infamous 
and slauderous statements. The committee 
have thought it right to take some individual 
notice of this, and they have nccordingly 
addressed the following letter to Mossrs. Hara 
and Sobi : 

“ Yokohama, 11th Oct., 1881. 
“ Messrs. Hana Zunzasuro and Moar Sone, 
Yokohama. 

“Dear Sirs,—We write to you on bebalf ef the 
foreign Silk Merchants of various nationalities in 
Yokobanis, 

‘We have seen 4 translation of a document dated 
in this month. and said to be signed by all the 
members of the Kiito Urikemi-doiya of Yokohama 
in which very serious charges are made against 
the foreign silk merchnts 

Now we write to you personally because you 
have done a large business in Silk duritig a t 
many years: moet of us have known you for a ong 

lod, some of us for twenty years nearly, 


luring that time we have been on terms 
with you, and have had large transactions with 
ou. 

rand we would ask you if nautes ate signed 
to the above document; and if they are, we have 
farther to ask to tell ns particulire end inet: 
ances in which the thinge spoken of in that docu- 
ment have been done. 


either that what is stated in that 


It ia n 
‘| document should be proved to be true, or that it 


should be withdrawn'as false. We cannot allow it 
to remain as it is.” 
‘We await your reply, and are, 
Dear Sirs, 
for the Silk Merchants of Yokohama, 


They have written to these two gentlemes, 
because they have been for a long time promi- 
nent silk dealers, and because as individuals 
they hsve been well kaown to most of:us in a 
friendly way for a good many years. 

No reply to this has yet been received, and 
should no reply come, it will be necessary to 
consider what farther stepe should be taken. 

I for my part, in commenting upon the 
method in which silk dealers have carried on 
their business with us the last 15 or 20 years, 
have refrained from mentioning names, but in 


case of need, I am quite prepared to give 


names and details of what I koow of the 


doings in some of the silk shops. 


We do not assume to ourselves that we are 
perfect ; we are quite ready tu admit that there 


may have been abuses on the foreign side ; 
but let it be said that the bulk of those abuses 
could not have grown up had it not been for 
the trickery of the sellers, aud that they would 
disappear for the mostfpart if they would deal 
honestly. 


Mark, too, the double facedness exhibited in 


"this address : — 


To us, the directors of the Guild wrile ou 


26th. September ; 
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“Our principal object in the establishment 
“ of this society is really to improve the quality 


“* of silk, and facilitate business between both 


“« parties, and moreover to promote mutual 


“ prosperity, and with no other intention.” 


To the silkowners they write setting fortb 
in fall these false accusation against foreigners, 


and adding, 


‘‘ Besides, there are some indirect advantages : 
“badly prepared silk cannot be disposed of ;— 
“owners will therefore be obliged to select 


“* good qualities,” and so forth. 


And let me further tell you, and the silk- 
owners too, what the promoters of the guild- 
have stated to me again and agsin during 
the past few weeks, as their reason for the 
When I have 


establishment of the institution. 
inted out to them the annoyance, lose, and 


discredit, which arises from their system of 


false musters, and that if they proceeded on an 


honest basie, the trade would go much more 
smoothly, they have with one voice replied. 
“We cannot, we dare not,—the owners of the 
**silk insist on our showing false musters ;—if 


‘*we were to insist on an honest muster, then 


“our constituents would leave us and go to 


“some other house who would do as they 
“ wished.” : 


In vain Ihave urged that honesty would 


prove the best policy ;—silkownors would cer- 
tainly go to the agents who most readily sojd 


their silk,—and most certainly to those agents 
where there was least trouble about-musters 


would foreigners give the preference. 
But it is a sign of a bad cause when ite 


advocates have to resort to such an amount of 
popular clamour and mud throwing. Never 


mind, gentlemen, better men than we have 
had more mud thrown at them, and it will all 
brush off when it is dry. The people are 
easily misled for a time, but a reaction will 
come. 

In a more polite way, equally incorrect 
statements, according to newspaper reports 
have been made in the Tokio Chamber of Com- 
merce, and by those who know better. 

It is, however, refreshing to see a speake, 
taking his stand upon such sound politica- 
economy, as to testify that foreign buyers have 
a function, and that owing to their presence 
e higher price and ready sale is secured. A 
pity, though, he does not carry on his reason- 
ing to a conclusion, instead of tarning off to 
unauthorized deductions and assertions. It is 
possible, as he says that in any case their silk 
will find its way to Europe and America, it is 
also possible that it will not; but surely if foreign 
buyers have the function he speaks of, it is the 
interest of sellers to make the sale easy, plea- 
saut, and honourable : instead of as it now is, 
difficult, unpleasant, and disgraceful. That is 
the way to make reforms; that is the 
way to do what Japan desires, — obtain 
an enhanced value for her produce, The 
produce of Japan is no necessity to the 
world. Up to twenty years ago it had 
no existence in foreign markets; and if this 
day Japan were blotted from the map, in a 
year’s time it would be forgotten commercially 
that there was such « thing as Japanese silk. 
Indeed in our own experience we have agaiu 
and again seen some special classes of it neg- 
lected for a year or two at a time. 

It is not for sellers, and especially for sellers 
whom we cannot trust, to impose their terms 
upon us. Letus clearly understand our position. 
Here we have a guild of sellers dictating to us 
certain terms upon which we shall buy their 
produce ;—and who are they, and what are 
their terms? They are men who, several of 
them have systematically and every day the last 
15 or 20 years, attempted to trick us into pay- 

l jug more for their silk than it is worth ; and 


they demand that we eball virtually place our- 
selves in their bands, that our time and con- 
venience shall be of little or no account, that 
they themselves shall hold everything in their 
control,—‘ recover,” as the cant phrase is, 
“ their commercial rights.” 
Aod we reply, we will not. 


rules that my not be A by port 
association of foreign merchants engaged 
silk trade: aleo that the chairman have the power 
to call the next meeting.” 

No person expressing « wish to retire from 
the agreement, the resolation was put to the 


For meeting and carried unanimously. 


A besahaes Ades letter - then read, 
have got capital prices from us for your eilks.| The draft of a letter was 4 
There is no pretext for your demands,—there | Proposed to be addressed to the y 


jplomatique, drawing atten- 
tion to the political bearing of the pre- 
sent controversy in the silk trade; which, 
it was suggested, should be signed by all 
members of the present association, and 
eent to the Hon. J. A. Bingham for submis- 
sion to his colleagues. 

Asn result of the discussion which ensued 
it wns proposed by Mr. Walsh, seconded by 
Mr. Heimann, and carried unanimously: That 
the matter be referred to the Committee, who 
would take into consideration the suggestions 
made at this meeting; and aftet completing 
the letter, either circalate it, or call another 
meeting to approve of its contents. 

It was then proposed by Mr. Shaltze. second- 
ed by Mr. Von Fischer and carried : That the 
letter should be sent. tor signetare to all mem- 
bers of the foreign mercantile community and 
bankers in Yokohama, 

The Chairman informed Mr. Allcock that 
during the past few days a merchant bud con- 
firmed to him the agreement made by Mr. 
Alleock with Kameya’s banto, as to the deli- 
very of the silk which Mr. Allcock had refer- 
red to at the last meoting. The dealer told 
him that he was present when the agreement 
was made. 

Mr. Allcock stated that, for all that, his silk 
had disappeared, his seal had been removed 
from the door, and Mr. Kameya had eatirely 
repudiated his banto’s agreemout. 

The Chairman asked those present to meet 
again at the same place on Thureday next at 4 
p.m., afler which the meeting broke up. 


is no precedent in the civilized world for them. | °f the corps di 


We will do business on fair, honorable terms 
in accordance with those which have been 
practised in commercial ‘centres ere Japan was 
in the swaddling clothes of her commercial 
existence,—and on no other. 

The Committee have, however, attempted to 
deal with these false statements in another 
way. Iu issuing a second address to producers 
and dealers,—for assistance in which they have 
been mainly indebted to the same gentleman 
as before,— they have adapted it to meet and 
refute in a quiet, but clear and positive way, 
the slanderous accusations contained in the 
Kiito Urikomi-doiya’s circular. 

I may aleo say, that, although we have not 
yet seen opportanity to address the united 
corps diplomatique, as a British subjects { have 
addressed some communications to H. B. M.’s 
Ohargé d' Affaires, Mr. Kennedy. When we 
see, as we did the other day, = posse of police- 
men summoned to do the behests of the guild, 
it is time that we knew how far it has power 
or not to inflict paius aud peualties upon those 
who dare to do business without its interven- 
tion. 

Finally we have to submit to you a sugges- 
tion that now would be an appropriate time to 
memorialize our respective ministers on the 
subject of the restrictions placed upon foreign- 
ers. The Japanese have all the benefits of 
contact with foreign commerce : foreign veascls, 
telegraphs and mails, place them in communi- 
cation with tho rest of the world upon equal 
terms : they have every foreign appliance which 
they can use: moreover if Japanese go to Europe 
or America, they are free to buy or sell, and to 
go where they please; and in contrast to all this, 
foreigners on Japaneses ‘shores are debarred 
from almost all reciprocal advantages, 

A memorial embodying such representations 
has been just drafted, and will now be read to 
you. It is proposed that when the terms of it 
are settled, it should be sent round for general 
signature. 

Now, gentlemen, I am not downhearted 
about the issue of this struggle. I have 
confidence in the power of truth and right. 
Sometimes it is weeks, sometimes, it is years, 
sametimes it is generations, but in the end 
truth will come out and the right will prevail. 
Every day the truth and the right are slowly 
establishing themselves in the world. 

I have never been so proud of our commanity 
asIam atthis time. People will see that we 
of Yokohama are of sterner stuff than they 
thought for, and are not controlled by purely 
selfish motives, each secking advantage for 
himeelf. And if we maintain this attitude, I 
fecl sure that when these difficulties have passed 
away, we asa community will be the better for 
having stood our ground through them, and 
that our relations with Japan and the Japanese 
will thereby be placed upon a more satisfactory 
footing than heretofore. 

Mr. Kingdon proposed, and Mr. Walsh 


eeconded that the resolution of the last mecting 
be again renewed, viz :— 


Correspondence. 


INTIMIDATION BY THE RENGO KIITO 
NIADZUKABISHO. 


To the editor of the Japan Gazette. 


Sm :—I, a member of the firm of 8. and B., 
happening to be in conversation with a Japa- 
nese, exclusively a buyer of imports, on 
the subject of the present dead-lock in the 
silk trade, stated to him my conviction that 
such was the perfect system of blockade ev- 
forced by the Rengo Kiito Ni-adzakarisho that 
no Japanese, however willing, could possibly 
deliver silk to a foreigner without the consent 
of that institution, and that such consent would 
be withheld. . 

My Japanese friend not believing that things 
had come to such a pass and anxious to settle 
this point nt issue, voluntarily agroed to deliver 
to me asmall parcel of silk which he would buy 
at a market town cluse at haud. The price was 
settled and as earnest money I paid about 
30 per cent. of the whole value. _ 

The silk was duly bought and came to 
Kanagawa from whence the import man had 
intended to convey it himself to his own home 
and subsequently to my godown. On proceeding 
to Kanagawa, however, it was discovered that 
the silk by some mistuke had been taken to 
the Kiito Aratame Kwaisha in Yokohama, 
though no lien existed on the silk. From this 
moment the trouble began. 

The attendance of my frieud was repeatedly 
requested at the Rongo where his object aud 


“That the declaration of 21st. Sept. remain in 
force and be hereby confirmed by all the signatories, 
unless any should now wish to withdraw there- 
from, and that all bind themselves in honour to 
have no dealings directly or indirectly with the 
Ite-gwaisha under ite present rules, or apy other 
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motives in bringing silk to Yokohama wore 
thoroughly investigated; and full confession 
was made by him as to the ultimate destination 
of the parcel. 

Day after day he was requested to return 
on the morrow, and even with promises that 
the silk would be delivered to him. All this 
delay wns in order to give the Kwaisha 
time to get at the original seller. He was 
found without difficulty and received the 
following admonition, or in words to this 
effect. “If you sell your silk to this import 
man who intends to sell it to a foreigner you 
cannot become a member of this association ; 
you will be prohibited from obtaining advances 
on silk, and you will no longer be allowed to 
do business in that staple .—Ina short, you will 
be a ruined man.” 

After receiving this caution he was informed 
that now, if he wished still to falfil his contract 
with the import man, he was at perfect liberty 
to do so, 

The result is not to be wondered at. The 
original seller begged hard that the import 
man would give up the silk ; and this the latter 
did though reluctantly, as unfortunately there 
was some family connection between them. 

My friend, who isa remarkable man amongst 
Japanese, in that ho invarinbly keeps his ngree- 
ment, expressed his shame and disgust that in 
this instance his word had not been as good ns 
his bond ; and that he was prepared to pay for 
his breach ef contract. 


We thought this statement made by a member 
of our firm might be of interest in showing 


how intimidation is practised by the Rengo. 
We remain, 
Yours faithfally, 


8. & B. 
Yokohama, 13th. Oct., 1881. 


THE NICHI NICHI’S CLEARING HOUSE. 


To the editor of the Japan Gasette. 


Dez Sm:—In your issue of the 12th. 


The reason that suggested the establishment 
of such a condition house in Canton was, that 
buyers of silk have lost in wet seasons as much 
as from eight to nine per cent on their ship- 
ments by the seller having exposed his silk to 
the moisture of the atmosphere as much as pos- 
sible in order to make an extra profit out of 
the foreigner. 

The facts as stated above show clearly that 
no comparison whatever can be made be made 
the Canton weighing or condition-house and 
the Yokohama Ito Kwaisha ;the former was 
created by the foreign houses in Canton for 
their protection against the dishonesty of the 
uative seller, whereas ,the latter is to all 
intents and purposes a “monopoly” through 
which all silk shall pass in future, to be 
inspected as well as weighed at their premises, 
and to which “monopoly ” official countenance 
is undoubtedly given. 


I remain, 


Yours faithfully, 


TRUTH. 
Yokohama, Oct. 15th., 1881. 


Occasional Hotes. 


Tae following is a translation of a circular 
addressed to silk owners in reply to one re- 
cently published by foreign merchants :— 


Gentiemen,—Indescribubly absurd abuses 
have existed in the silk trade which is our 
staple export ; foreigners have engrossed our 
commercial rights and the country has snetain- 
ed a great loss. We, a8 you are aware, have 
been grinding our teeth in indignation and 
have long hoped to abolish these bad customs, 

The time has now come. The Rengo Kiito 
'Ni-Adzukarisho hus been established and the 
‘scheme has been approved by you. 

But this establishment is inconvenient to 


instant I eaw a translation from the Nichi foreigners who have insolently declired that 
Nichi Shinbun referring to the establishment it is improper and arbitrary, and they have 


of a silk clearing-house at Canton wherein 


the inspection and weighing of silk is said to tions, 


take place and which had been called into 


done all in their power to hinder its oprra- 
Thirty-six of them have formed a com- 
‘bination and have announced to the Niadzu- 


existence by the foreign merchants of that place karisho that they have decided to purchnse no 


for their own protection, 

When I read this statement of the Nichi 
Nichi Shinbun I doubted the correctness of the 
same and on enquiry from a gentleman “ who 
is in the silk-trade” and has quite recently 
arrived here from Canton,—not the Mr. 
Hewlett, mentioned by the Nichi Nichi—I find 
that no such clearing-house exists in Canton. 

What has been established lately by the 
determined resolution of the foreign merchants 
of Canton is a silk condition-bouse for the 
purpose of compelling the Chinaman to have 
his silk weighed there before the foreign 
merchant has to pay for it. 

The buying of silk is still done as heretofore 
at the seller’s house on sample shown and 
while the inspection is going on at the foreign- 
er’s godown, say for example of 50 bales, about 
5 bales of these are sent to the condition-house 
in order to ascertain how much of moisture 
there ie in the silk and by that process the 
actual weight of the whole 50 bales is found 
out, the seller allowing besides a draft of 2 
per cent. to the buyer. 

The quality of the silk on inspection ut the 
foreigner’s godown is generally found according 
to sample or samples first shown, and little or 
no trouble is encountered in this respect as ia 


silk whatever on the terms stated in their 
tules, Thie resolution, they have published in 
the native and foreign papers. 

They recently distributed a circular amongst 
producers and dealers in silk in order to 
deceive them by this skilfully concocted docu- 
ment the substance of which however, is too 
comprehensive to be given at length. 

Foreigners assert that free transactions are 
advantageous ; that hitherto existing customs 
are good and convenient, whilst the establish- 
ment causes the price of eilk to fall in the 
interior and the entire profits to be absorbed 
by a few. 

They express their willingness to transact 
business creditnhly and honorably with those 
who will aell gouls to them direct, and they at 
the sime time nssert that there are many 
honorable men amongst foreigners. 

These statements are nothing but a strata- 
gem to win you over totheirside. We take for 
granted that you are not deceived by their 
circular. But in case some of you may not be 
acquainted with the actual condition of busi- 
ness, and may be unsettled in mind, we will 
briefly stnte how matters stand, aod thereby 
remove all doubt. : 

We shull refer to the most remarkable ins- 


the case almost with every parcel of silk sold|tance of arbitrary conduct on the part of foreign 


to up here, 


merchants, 


They used to receive silk in their go- 
downs after settling its price. They would 
then inspect it and the transaction would 
be closed. Whilst tho silk was in process 
of inapection in their godowns they paid 
nothing and gave no receipt to the dealers for 
depositing it. This fact alone is sufficient to 
prove the impropriety of the transaction. For 
the purpose of speculation they detained goods 
in their godowne for a loug time sud thea 
refused them. In some instances they took in 
as much as 800 bales aud borrowed money from 
the banks on it. After their purposes had 
been served they gave buck the goods to the 
dealers telling them they did not require them. 
The latter had then to incur the trouble 
and expense of taking back their silk. If they 
objected to do so they were threatened with 
violence. Foreigners received au allowance for 
tare which mages our loss not less than one 
catty for each bale which in the aggrogate 
amounts to a total of from $450,000 to 
$460,000. 

These are the profits which are so impro- 
perly absorbed by their greed, aud are the 
reasons why they cousider existing customs 90 
good and convenient—that is, good and con- 
venient for themselves but not for our coun- 
trymen, The rules of the Niadzukurisho will 
put a stop to the above sbeurdities. : 

Foreigners complain that the weight of goods 
bought at the establishment was 93 catties 
short in one hundred bales. This discrepancy 
arose from a difterent syatem of weighing be- 
ing followed by eavh party. Is not this an 
advantage for us? Many other advantages 
are indirectly secured by the establishment, 
vis:— 

1,—Improvement in the quality of silk as 
an inferior article cannot be sold elsewhere. 

2.—Facility for obtaining advances from 
banks on the credit of the company, thereby 
increasing the production of silk. 

These are public advantages not selfish ones. 
Therefore we maintain that the assertion made 
by foreigners to cause you to believe that 
the action of the establishment is selfish and 
only intended for the aggrandieement of a few, 
ie mean and coutemptible. 

Of course, we do not believe that any of 
you are deceived. But now is the time for 
the great undertaking to be commenced, but 
if the first step be allowed to fuil it will be 
impossible to save the echeme from frustration. 

We request that you will be persistent in 
the object of recovering our commercial rights 
aud thereby gain permanent, aud impartial ad- 
vantages for all 


Tue Association or WHotesaLe 
Meecuaxts Yorouama. 


To att Sirx Owners. 
October 1881. 


Tar Chiugai Bukka Shinpo discourses as 
follows on the silk question :—Iu the difficulty 
that has arisen between native and foreign silk 
merchants it is always important to know the 
price of silk ruling abroad. We therefore 
made special enquiry through our branch hoase 
in London and received the follwing telegram 
on the afternoon of the 7th. inst :—‘ London, 
Demand for silk is very active and Mayebashi 
No. 2} fetches 18s. 6d. (about $570 in Yoko- 
hama) tending still to rise.” 

Such information must have reached foreign 
merchants ; if so it will be impossible for them 
to maintain their present combination. ‘The 
Chinese, who have always a keen eye for 
profits began to buy silk as soon as they 
heard of the good condition of the silk market 
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abroad. Fifteen bales of best Shinshiu were 
settled at $6221 and 23 of ordiuury Shinehia 
at the same price, whilst 27 of Mayebashi 
-realised $570. It is said that 600 or 700 bales 
will be exported by the first opportunity. 

A foreign missionary residing in Tokio sd- 
dressed a letter to the Niadzukarisho on the 
7th. inst., offering to mediate if the company 
will concede two points in the dispate pending 
between both parties ; that is, payment before 
delivery at the establishment, and inspection of 
goods in its godowns. By his arbitration he 
confidently hopes to effect a compromise. It 
is not known what answer the Niadzukarisho 
has given. It is quite certain however, that 
they will not give up the first point as that 
was the main object of the company’s forma- 
tion. ‘There will probably be no difficulty in 
yielding to the second. 


Tun Ohoya Shinbun says :—Mesers. Naka- 
murs, Kimura, Terada, and about sixty others 
held a meeting at the Machi Gsisho on the 
7th. inst., when a resolution was carried that, 
as the present difficulty in the silk trade is 
seriously damaging other branches of commerce’ 
a mediation should be offered between both 
Lire Steps will be taken to carry this into 

oct. 


Tax Hochi Shinbun states that Hie Imperial 
Majesty the Mikado left Utsunomiya at 7 a.m. 
yesterday (9th. inst.). 


Ms. Ursuxt, editer of the Choya Shinbwn 
has been sentenced to twelve months’ imprison- 
ment for violating Article 13 of the press re- 
gulations, by publishing a note headed “ Aged 
and young and new and eld should be inter- 

3” meaning that the present form of 
government should be repealed. 


Tas dread alarm of fire was echoed 
through the settlement about half past ten 
this morning (11th. instant), and was quick- 
ly taken up by the bells at the various 
poliag stations. People were not long in dis- 
covering that the scene of the conflagration 
was the Ishikawa foundry on the Swamp and 
that placs soon became a rendezvous for ‘‘ all the 
world and his wife.” Several fire engines were 
speedily on the spot and promptly set to work ; 
but the flames raged so fiercely that they were 
not got under until two large buildings wore 
totally destroyed. The fire brigade and the 
volunteer fire steam engine company lost no 
time in tarning out and rendered most essen- 
tial service ; and the same may be said of the 
sailors of the English end American men-of- 
war, who were most active and energetic in 
their endeaveers to prevent farther spread of 
the “devouring element.” The houses surround- 
ing the foundry are occupied by Japanese and 
are built entirely of wood. Grent fears were 
entertained lest they also might take fire-and 
their tenants very speedily carried their lares 
and penates to a place of safety. Thanks how- 
ever, to timely precaution they all escaped 
with impunity so far as the flames were con- 
cerned, but it is greatly to be feared that the 
“light fingered tribe” who “ most do congre- 
gate” amidst such scenes did not fail to help 
themselves to the miecellancous useful and 
ornamental wares so temptingly displayed be- 
fore them. 

The damage sustained must be very great. 
We have not heard whether any insurance 
company will be the poorer for the catastrophe. 

A puBLIc meeting was held at the Machi 
Gaisho last night (10th. instant), when 
Mr. Fukuchi, chief manager and editor of 


the Nichi Nicki Shinbun, delivered an ad- 
dress connected with the present silk trade 
difficulty between native aad foreign mer- 
chants. The audience was greater than at 
the last meeting on the 6th. instant, but less 
excitement wes shown than was the case on 
the latter occasien. The chief object of the 
speaker was to persuade those concerned in this 
affair to pursue a line of policy dictated by 
reason. An abstract of his address is given 
here. He said :— 


“I do not remember any such great dispute 
between native and foreign merchants as the 
silk question which arose upon the establish- 
ment of the Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho. This 
establishment was brought into existence by 
necessity, or by the circumstances in which Japa- 
nese traders have been for a long time placed, 
and not for the furtherance of any selfish pur- 
pose. Ofcourse, I have never wished to see 
such a combination as this: establishment. 
Trade should be freely carried on by all with- 
out the least restriction. This is quite true; 
but sometimes circumstances urgently force 
traders to act otherwise. In thie way the 
Niadzukarisho was established and its object is 
to recover those commercial rights of our traders 
‘of which they have been deprived. As it is 
now formed we are not called upon to criticise 
its rules, but to try te do the best we can 
for it. However, I eee that foreigners are 
not the authors of the existing customs in the 
silk trade; on the contrary, you the silk 
dealers yourselvea are the authors; you have 
been used to take your goods into foreigners’ 
godowns before settlement is made ; you your- 
selves have given currency to tho absurd cus- 
tom in question. If you had transacted your 
business properly in the beginning, there would 
have been no need for the formation of the 
Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho. Now, in opposi- 
tion to past practice, you combine to set the 
matter right; and I strongly advise you to 
reform that practice. In thie you will suo- 
ceed; because to deliver goods into foreign 
godowns without any assurance of settlement 
is not a proper mode of carrying on business. 
On this point I earnestly advise you to use 
your best exertions ; and your combination for 
this purpose promises to succeed. 

Still, you must not pursue your objects as 
prejudice dictates, but be impartial in action. 
As far as I know, the objections of foreigners 


-ed from that place. I¢ was formerly the cus- 
tom amongst silk merchants there to settle 
busiaess in the shops, but the Chinose were so 
deceitful and so unjust in weighing goods thet 
the Europeans, smart as they are, were 00 
match for the cunning Oclestials and were 
therefore subjected to an anneal heavy loss. 

To put a stop to this abuse, and to 
equalise commercial rights the Europeans 
consulted together and established a clear- , 
ing house during last year for negotiations 
in silk. Ht was decreed by them that a0 silk 
should be purchased except through the medium 
ot the house. The Chinese objected strongly 
and great trouble ensued; but through the 
mediation of some of the leading European 
merchants aad foreign consuls the difficulty 
was settled and Chinese merchants consented 
to the inspection and weighing of silk and 
transaction of business at the clearing house. 

What difference is there between the afore- 
said clearing house and our Niadzukarisho ? 
In Canton foreigners ecetablished the former 
because they considered it necessary, end yet 
in Yokohama they oppose the opening of the 
latter on the ground that it is improper. I[s-it 
not strange that they should hold euch different 
opinions concerning two similar institutions ? 

We hear that Mr. Hewlett the Britieh concn! 
who made great efforts in support of the clear- 
ing house in Canton is now residing in Yoko- 
hama. If so, foreign merehante, who doubt the 
necessity of the Niadzukarisho can coneult him 
when they wilt receive a much mrere lucid 
explanation than we ean give. 


A maton was held on Saturday:(8th. inst.) by 
the Yokohama Rifle Association for a prize pre- 
sented by Mt. Guissani, the conditions being 
10 shots and 500 yards with no trial and no 
signalliug of hits from tho-bvetts... Under these 
difficult circumstances the leading scores were 
very good. 


Sconss. 

L. Cameron ._ ... 39 with 5 bull’s eye. 
Favre Brandt... ... 39° ,, 4 fA 
Beretta ... 87 on 4 on 
Dare i Pte: § ” 
Stiebel ae | " 
Bland a ee 
Gilbert 


Tae following important Imperial edict 


to your regulations are not altogether unreason-| was promulgated on Wednesday : — 


able; they say that such an important change 


I, succeding to the great dynasty of my 


in the mode of transacting business should have [ ancestora, a dynasty which bas lasted for up- 
been consulted upon before being carried into! wards of two thousand and five handred 


execution ; the place of the establishment is too 
far removed from the foreign settlement, the 
room for inspection isdark, and the arrangements 
are imperfect. All these objections are reason- 
able. Moreover, foreiguers are your custo- 
mers, etc., so you must try to afford all pos- 
sible facilities in business for both will be 
benefited thereby. Therefore all those points 
should be given up, and a compromise made as 
soon as possible: but with regard to delivering 
your goods into foreigners’ godowns before 
settlement, you must be resolute in refusing 
demands, and if you fail iu this point, your 
condition will be much worse than before the 
Nindznkarisho was formed. 

Finally you should not act as though you 
were revenging yourselves for a long course of 
ill-treatment; but act rather as men resolved 
upon reforming an improper mode of business. 
With such advice I conclude.” 


Tae Nichi Nichi Shinbun has the following 
item:—Canton in China stands vext in im- 
portance to Yokohama as regards the silk trade, 
more than 20,000 bales being annually export- 


years, have determined to establish order out 
of the confusion which has existed aince the 
middle eges, to assume the sele reins of 
power and, at an early date, to establish a 
constitutional form of government. For this 
reason the senate was eatablished in the 8th. 
year of Meiji (1875) aud local assemblies 
were opened in the 11th. year of Meiji (1878). 

These measures were no more than the 
gradual formation of a representative system, 
step by step, iu consccutive order. Rely all 
men ou my intentions | 

I think that the system of constitational 
government differs in cach country according 
to existing conditions. It is an extraordinary 
task to establish a proper system of govern- 
ment, « task that must not be rasbly carried 
out. 

My predecessors are looking down on me 
from above and I am responsible for the 
increase of their glory, the extension of 
their great work, and the adoption of mea- 
sures for completing the task of modifying 
ancient and modern systems. Therefore in - 
the 28rd. year of Meiji I intend to sammoa 


- prevents its realisation ; and splendid chances 
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deputies of the people with a view to the 
establishment of 9 representative assembly, 
which will .be the falfilment of an intention 
entertained from the beginning. 

Now therefore, I order officials of the court 
to draw up a plan of a representative system 
the constitution and power of which I myself 
will settle, and will promulgate when the 
time arrives. 

I think the people are inclined to advance 
too fast and are too eager to cause sedition 
by reckless speech, by which they will fall 
into serious error in the end. Against this, 
my subjects, both in and out of office shall 
be warned by instruction. Should they 
then still persist in their attempts to disturb 


the ered of the conntry they shall be 
| apes ed as 
y 


propounded by the Roman sage, which being 
freely translated rans :—‘‘ To have learnt the 
liberal arta faithfully softens men’s manners 
nod suffers them not to be brutes,” but he 
thinks there ia something more required 
before (figuratively speaking) the cope- 
stone of the “spiritual temple” can 
be raised. The point he sought to es- 
tablish was that moral education does not 
consist in mere culture of the intellect, but 
also includes the discipline of the beart. The 
subject is of primary importance in Japan at 
the present time when an idea widely 
obtains that eis virtue and that to 
inoreage intellectual attainments is to inprease 
in moral excellence. The Doctor's illustra- 
tions of the distinctions to be made in these 
respects were telling, and on that account we 
regret our inability to reproduce his masterly 
address in extenso. 


the law directs. This is special- 
declared and addressed to you all. 


By order of H. 1. M. the Mikado. 
Saxso Sanrrosat, 
Daijie Dosjin. 


Tokio. For many years ho was a professor 
in the Imperial Taiversit 

be received the Emperor's decoration of the 
Order of Merit for the eminent services he 
rendered to the cause of education in Japan. 


12th. October, 1881. 
Te hae. been -eaid thet vne fire drives out 


place then another fellewe close on ite-heels. 
In ur -issue.of the 11th. inst. we hed to record 
an outbreak of fire on the Swamp which caused 
po emall amount of demage. Lest night, 
about 11.46 we were srowed from our 
pesesful slumbers by the dread sound of the 
bell and the rush of many people 


“ downy,” soon joined the cager throng, 
oot long in finding out thet 
the out houses of the General Hos- 


‘trade in Yokohama ; yesterday we heard that 
Messrs. Nakamara Sobei and Kimura Baye- 
mon intend to offer their mediation 
towards an amicable settlement of the diff- 
culty, on condition that foreigners should 
inspect silk at the shops of wholesale dealers. 

As wo previously stated, foreigners des- 
patched banto to several districts to buy 
silk, bat producers are said to refuse to sell 
it to them without firdt asking the company 


flames. Mr. Hoeht’s fire engines were speedily | i¢ they may do so. 
aprondy bellows grag gi arr = 
to the ate eireumstance ef there being 3 
parcely a bevath of air, as well as te the ohergy Tus day before perecey (4th. inst.), 28 


bales of hoji silk were taken to No. 177 in 
the name of ifs banto Higuchi Chiasuke, and 
24 bales to No. 90 B. in the name of Toguchi 
Gensuke. Perhaps these bales were puro! 

in producing districts some time ago. 


On the night before last (5th. instant), 
the members of the Niadzakarisho held a 
meeting at its establishment and decided 
that no advances should be made on 

archased by banto and despatched to 
(tale eeatteg hey invited owners of silk 
to a meeting to be held at the Imamuraro 
at Otamachi for the purpose of securing 
for the company the cooperation of the lat- 
ter. Many of them ardently applaud the 
scheme and seem determined to assist it. 


Sepleves by the firemen the fismes’ were got 
and extinguished before the main build- 
ing was touched. The damage sustained is 


t on the scene, who were far more hind- 
ranee than help; in fact many of them seemed 
to be much more intent on plunder than on 
salvage. The building which was destroyed, 
‘we are informed, was the stewatd’s kitchen. 


We hear that the Koshiu grape crop has 
failed this season. At all events, from all 
sides, news reaches us sae nobody bas had 
‘jan this year as usual. 

The (ohusade of the Rengo Kiito Nindsu- 
karisho has had a blighting effect apon kin- 
sateu; has it blighted the grape orop also P 


equal in hardness and hest-giving properties 
Buaglish coal ; and much superior to Taka- 
The chief engineer is confident that 
next autumn the collieries will yield with 


g 


by 


sa" is caloalated on. 
are quantitics:of ceal in Japan, but 


We extract the following from a private 
letter dated Niigata lst. inst. :— 

Yesterday (30th. Sept.) wasa fine, pleasant 
day ; but suddenly at 1 p.m. the weatern sky 
‘became overcast, and at 1.30 there came a 
gale, accompanied by torrents of rain and 
‘snow, which lasted half an hour. At 2 p.m. 
the wind calmed, raiu and snow ceased and 


are lost in cotsequence. 
Im another column will be found a report 
of the opening of a new Bnglish school for 
boys. The address of the Rev. Dr. 
Verbeck, which we were reluctantly compel- 
led to condense, is deserving of especial at- 
tention from all who are interested in the|ithe pleasant weather returned. Snow io 
cause of popular education. The learned | September (August old style) has not been 
Doctor fully admits the truth of the maxim | known for many years in this country. 


Dr. Verbeck is at present connected with 
the American Reformed Chareh Mission at 


in that city where | BT®, 


SrvezaL ramoors prevail about the silk |, 


Ta Nicht Nichi Shinbun that's fire 
broke out at Yushima Tenjincho Nichome, 
Hongo-ku, Tokio, at 2.30 a.m. yesterday (4th. 
inst.), when thirty-six houses were burat 
down and one life lost. 


A parsonarH in L’Roho du of 5th. 
instant to the effect that the Boyeki Shokwai 
had received a telegram from New York 
dated 1st. instant-giving the following quote- 
tions, for silk, led us to inquire if the ver- 
sion given by our contemporary was correct. 
The telegram is as follows :— 


Sanseisha ... ... eet $710 

Kakeda No.1... ... (5.85) 695 
Are we right in assuming that $5.45 per 
pound in New York is supposed to be equi- 
valent to $710 per pical here; or that such 

an impression is ittended to be con 
in the telegram? If so, the sooner the 
error is corrected the better. The ptices 
given of $710 and $695 respectively, ate 
valtiation 


and to arrive st the correct 

here all ae from purchaee to sale should 
be deducted. Puckitg, ‘duty, freight add 
commission here, aud the sellets charges 
‘Now York aggregate about 16 
which must be dedticted froin sellin; 
mn this is‘done, the telegram wi 


The latest quotation for good Kakeda lieve 
was $650 to $670; oF say $75 higher than 
‘the best rénlisés in New York. This bs ia- 
'téresting to direct shippers. 


TELEGRAPHIO Communication with Europe 
and America, vid the Siberian route, was re- 


Tutsenams for and America cas 


now be transmitted, wi Hongkong reste, 
although they are still liable to slight delay. 
The Siberian route is still interrupted. 


athe 


Tae Nichi Niths Shinbun publishes the 
‘following, intended to form a sort of manifesto, 
issued by some friends of the Rengo Kiito 
Niadzukarisho in support of the objects of that 


8 | association, and to frighten foreign merchants 


with the threatened alternative of their con- 
tumacy—direct export. The meeting at which 
this agreement was forthulated, was held st 
the Imamuraro, Otamachi, on the Sth. instant. 


“A difficulty has arisen between the Reugo 
“ Kiito Niadzukarisho and foreign merchants, 
“The company, on its part, never intended to 
“cause foreigners any trouble whatever, neces- 
* sity compelling them to associate for the pro- 
* tection of their own interests. From the com- 
“ mencement the association adopted and has 
“continued a pacific policy in the hope of putting 
“an end to the ill-feeling: but, under various 
“ pretexts, foreigners have opposed this inetitu- 
‘‘ tion, urging that it is unsafe to transact busi- 
|‘ ness under its rules, and they refused peremp- 
‘* torily and decidedly to have a ae with 
“it whatsoever. Nor is this all. They have circu- 
“ lateda rude andinsolent circular attacking our 
“ merchants; and they daily become more and 
“ more violent in their wrath against this firm- 
“ly established aseoeiation. The time hes there. 
“¢ fore arrived when our merchants are to decide 
“upon the restoration or deprivation of their 
“commercial rights. As « trial they have 
“ established this association with the intention 
‘of recovering, by combined exertion, those 
“rights they have. been eo long deprived of, 
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“To encourage these exertions for our benefit | was expressed that the intervention of the 
“we, the merchants of several districts, meet | Yokohama saitori in every branch of foreign 
“here to-day, and resolve that if foreiguers | trade was highly objectionable and detrimental 
‘with threats refuse to transact business | to the interests of native merchants, while its 
‘*[through the Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho] there tendency was to limit trade and effectually 
“is no course left for us to pursue than direct | prevent its extension. : 
‘exportation. We firmly believe it is our duty, Foreigners desire no better judgment on the 
“that necessity compels us, to make every | matter at issue than the opinion of indepen- 
“ effort to restore our commercial right. Wel|dent native merchants. [f the latter should 
“therefore request all present to testify their decide that for all purposes of trade twenty 
“ combination with this association.” a or their pliksa ney oa ta eure bs 
The Nichi Nichi gives no further informa- | the ‘oreign settlement of Yokohama, and that 
tion; and we are left in the dark in regard to} "0 business whatever shall be transacted 


except through their medium, foreign mer- 
she punter 9 Perea who bound themeelves ahatites imal “Losses ie teats dunce wid 


the Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho, triamph- 
ant, will have succeeded in the esta- 
blishment of a guild enjoying an abso- 
lute monopoly of trade; an institution which 
H. E. Okoma in his recent “General 
View of Financial Policy,” declared was “ op- 
posed to the principles of political economy.” 
In such an event foreigners will form 
an opinion anfavourable to future com- 
mercial intercourse; and will have to 
take measures for their own protection 
in the present which mast, in the ordi- 
uary course of things, bo prejudicial to 
the silk trade. If, on tho other hand, the 
monopoly enjoyed by the twenty-six is dis- 
apposed, and all merchants should be de- 
clared competent to deal directly with the 
foreign settlements, a vast increase of basi- 
aess will be the result, not in silk alone but 
in all other products Japanese are prepared 
to sell. 


consideration. Free commercial intercourse 
has never been permitted; and no doubt 
whatever exists that the commotce of Japan 
is suffering severely from the influences of 
the twenty-six brokers who claim the sole 
right of basiness relations with foreigners. 
Whether those twenty-six men can establish 
their claim is a question for all other 
Japanese merchants illegally deprived of 
their right of free dealing with importers 
and exporters, to decide. Until that decision 
has been given foreigners will stand firm for 
the following cogent reasons : 


1—.They are buyers, merely postponing 
their purchases, confronting sellers want- 
ing money, eager to realise, yet confident 
they can compel the foreigner to submit to 
monstrous terms of purchase. 


2.—The question is atest one. If foreign- 
ers submit they must submit to all otber 
equally oppressive conditions in all other 
branches of trade. 


8.—Firmness on the part of foreigners 
means a better understanding with the people, 
and a vastly greater trade to the benefit of 
all concerned. Weakness means that the 
whole foreign commerce of this empire shalt 
be confined for ever to the few monopolists 
who, not being merchaute; are working it 
for their personal benefit as brokers ; and, 
while levying “ black mail ” upon their coun- 
trymen’s property, are limiting tho trade of 
the nation to their own management. 

These considerations have been “daly 
weighed, and before entering Upon a step 
so unusual and so distasteful ad a trade 
combination, foreigners had arranged their 
plan of action, which is to ascertain, 
once for all, if the treaties of commerce have 
any meaning, and if so how it comes to pass 
that the commerce of thirty-five millions of 
people is rigidly confined to, and enjoyed 
by, the few monopolists in the open porta, 
who have unquestionably prevented its ex. 
tension hitherto and are resolved to do the 
same in the futare. 


Waar do Japanese mean by all this unneces- 
sary declamation about their commercial 
rights of which they have been deprived, and 
upon the restoration of which their existence 
seems to depend ? A 

There are no commercial rights enjoyed 
by foreigners that Japanese do not equally 
possess; and any assertion to the contrary 
Tequires, not merely evidence to support it, 
but some explanation to render it intelligible. 
For years past the members of the Rengo 
Kiito Niedzakarisho have been amicably tran- 
eacting business with foreigners. Well known 
silk ,dealers like Messrs Hera Zenzaburo, 
Mogi Sobei, Wakao, and others, have, up to the 
very moment of the establishment of this guild, 
been on the most friendly terms with forvign 
merchants; and have, hundreds of times, ex- 
pressed themaclves as perfectly satisfied with 
Foreign business and the straightforward way 
in’ which. it has been conducted. Sudden- 
ly, these persons turn round, form a close com- 
bination to render the purchase of silk by 
foreigners a dangerous operation, and then 
justify themselves to their own people by 
falsely declaring that the abuses committed by 
foreigners in the silk trade compelled the for- 
mation of this association in sheer self-defence. 

Whoever instructed the Nichi Nichi Shinbun 
to put forwatd the series of charges embodied 
in its article of the 5th instant, is guilty of 
endeavouring to support a bad action by wan- 
ton, malicious, and injurious falsehoods which 
had only to be made known to be at once 
denounced, and their glaring mendacity brought 

- to every one’s notice. 

The cruel part of the proceeding is the 
treachery of the pricipal movers in the concern. 
Until the formation of the Rengo Kiito Ni- 
adzukarisho was publicly announced, all silk 
dealers denied connection with it. Many 
of these men were on most intimate terms with 
those foreigners whom they now accuse of abuses 
which would be intolerable in any community ; 
and which, it is needless to say, never existed 
here. 


Tae attempt to reverse the order of trade 
attempted here by the Rengo Kiito Nindza- 
karisho, is being’ watched with great eager- 
ness and exultation by native merchants iu 
Kobe who have long held a similar position 
with regard to tea that the twenty-six mer- 
chauts here have done with regard to silk 
especially and all trade generally. 

The prevailing notion in Kobe is that for- 
eigners cannot act in concert; that sur- 
render is inevitable, and that the Rengo 
Kiito Niadzukarisho will have dono invalu- 
able service to the cause of the monopolists. 
The moment the triumph of the native com- 
bination is announced, a similar code of “ re. 
galations” is to be issued here and in Kobe 
simultaneously, to correct foreign abuses of 
the tea trade. That such measures are con- 
templated there can be uo doubt; and it 
‘becomes evident that all foreign morchants 
are personally affected by the issue of the 
struggle with the Niadzukarisho. 


—— 


Tue Nichi Nichi Shinbun has tho following 
item:—The silk business at Yokohama was 
active on the 6th. inst. in consequence of the 
receipt of a telegram from abroad to the effect 
that prices had a tendeucy to rise, Foreign mor= 
chants were very willing to buy silk but were 


have agreed to. They -aceordingly requested 
native merchants to purchase for them and the 
best quality of Shimonida Tomioka, &., fetched 


Sous of the Japaneso papers allude to the 
weakness of the foreign defensive combina- 
tion, apparently forgetting that the ruler of 
the Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho are of a na- 
ture to practically prohibit the parchase of 
silk unless at considerable risk to the buyer. 
However anxious foreigners may be to pur- 
chase silk they are compelled to refrain be- 
cause of the risks they must inour in so doing; 
and for this reason alone their resolution not 
to buy from the monopolists is not likely 
to be shaken or varied. 

Those native journals who regard foreign 
Opposition to the regulations Japanose 
monopolists desire to enforce (for their 
own benefit and not for the benefit 
of the trade), as purely vexatious and 
untenable, should look the position in the 
face. Shortly stated, the position is this. 
The entire question of commercial inter- 
course between Japanese and foreigners, de- 
fined by treaties between their respective 
governments to be unrestricted, is now uuder 


adzukarisho are therofore jubilant at the 
certainty of success. (Are they indeod Mr. 
Nichi Nichi? They had better uot reekon 
their chickens before they are hatched. You 
also had better be a trifle lees credulous. 
Don’t take everything for granted that 
the monopolists tell you.—Ed. J. G.) On 
the evening of the same day, two carriages 
loaded with 25 bales of silk passed by the 
establishment. Under the impression that 
these gouds might have been secretly purchased 
by the cunning foreigners, the Aratamesho dee- 
patched a man to stop them, but the drivers 
took no notice and deposited the silk at a 
certain house. An investigation is being made 
into the circumstance. 

A telegram has been received from the Ono 
Kinroku Yamanashi-ken, stating that silk 
dealers in that province have resolved to 


One of the newest tricks of the Rengo 
Kiito Niadzukarisho is to advise native mer- 
chants that foreigners have given in to all the 
rules of the association ; and that a few days 
have been allowed to cover the ignominy of 
their retreat. This is an error like the 
rest. 


His Excellency Iwakura and suite returned 
to Tokio yesterday (6th. instant). 


Ws learn with pleasure that a meeting of 
silk merchants anconnected with the Rengo 
Kiito Niadszukarisho was held on Wed- 
nesday (5th. instant) to take into con- 
sideration the position in which the action 
of the guild places the trade. Of the pro- 
ceedings we have no detailed informa- a Q 
tion; but understand a very strong opinion ‘Nisdeukarisho, 


prevented from doing so by tho resolution they 


$615 to $630. Brisk transactions also took: 
place in Mayebashi and Hachioji. The Ni-- 


transact no business whatever apart from the 


t 
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Tus same paper says:—It is said that the 
members of the cabinet and other high officials 
have recently held secret meetings in various 
places and have split up into several 
cliques. One party desires the expulsion 
of a certains member from the cabinet 
and the dismissal of all his friends and 
supporters from their respective offices, as well 
as the nppointment of a uew member of the 
cabinet in order that the present form of 
government may be continued. Another party 
intends to advise H. |. M. the Mikado, as soon 
as be returns to Tokio, to stop the Kaitakushi 
job and to resign their posts if their udvice is 
refused. A third and fourth party advocate. 
the establishment of a representative nesembly 
but refrain from expressing themselves con- 
cering the Kaitakushi business. 


We have been favoured with the following 
particulars relative to the course of instruction 
to be pursued in the recently established Sen 
Chai Gakko. If it be properly carried out, the 
new school will not fail to be an acquisition 
to many. Professor Wyckoff, under whose 
superintendence the school will be conducted, 
has already proved himself to be an expert in 
teaching and, to judge from his printed tes 
timonials, he has eleewhere gathered together 
a goodly crop of laurels. May success attend 
him in his efforts at teaching “the (Japanese) 
young idea how to shoot :”— 

“ The design of this school is to give a thor- 
ough training in the principal English and 
Japanese stadies. It will have two courses 
of study, janior and senior, each extend- 
ing over a period of three years. Pupils 


entering the junior department will be 
required to have a_ slight knowledge of 
English, and will be tayght  rending, 


dictation, conversation, translation, composi- 
tion, arithmetic, grammar, geography, (politi- 
eal and physical), algebra and elementary 
physics in English and Chinese. o full 
equivalent to what is taught in Japanese 
schools of the eame grade. In the senior 
department, general history, higher mathe- 
matics, chemistry, rhetoric, logic, mental and 
moral philosophy, political economy, natu- 
ral history and Chinese will be taught. 
Bible studies will form a part of both courses. 
An elementary class will be formed for the 
benefit of those who know no English, and ore 
therofore not prepared to enter the junior 
epartment.” 


Mr. Masupa, mannger of the Mitsui Bnasan 
Kwaisha, addressing the members of the Tokio, 
Chamber of Commerce in reference to the silk 
difficulty, is reported to have said :—* It 
seemed to him something utterly anomalous 
that the action of five and thirty foreign mer- 
chante should be capable of blocking the whole 
silk trade of Japan.” The snomaly, Mr. 
Masuda, is not the stoppage of the silk trade 
consequent upon the justifiable resolution of 
thirty-five foreign merchants not to risk buying 
under the rules of the Rengo Kiito Niadznkuari- 
sho, but that twenty-six Japanese brokers 
should have the power to blockade Yokohama 
and control not merely the silk but the whole 
trade of the empire of Japan. That such on 
auomaly should be permitted to exist is in- 
comprehensible, 


Tue noble army of police was largely re- 
presented at the fire yesterday; but for all the 
help they afforded they might es well have 
stayed away. With the exception of playing 
tunes with their “ shillaleghs” on the heads of 
sundry wretched little street Arabs, whose 
enquiring turn of mind led them to hurry too 


quickly over one of the bridges across the 
canal, they did nothing whatever, and only 
made themselves conspicuous by their awkward- 
ness, insolence, and unhappy knack of being in 
every body’s way. 


Aw association consisting of forty-five silk 
dealers in Yamanashi-ken and the Fukushima- 
ken Sanshi Kwanko Kwaisha have published 
acircular announcing that they have deter- 
mined to assist the Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho 
by abstaining from selling silk to foreigners 
directly, or to any Japanese who may act for 
foreigners. 


His Imperial Majesty the Mikado stopped at 
Senji on his way to Tokio yesterday morning, 
and was received by Her Majesty the Empress, 
Princes, Daijin, Sangi, and ministers of govern- 
ment departments; after dinner, His Majesty, 
accompanied by the Imperial party, left there 
and returned to the Imperial palace in Tokio at 
2.35 p.m. 


THe Akebono Shinbun says :— Prince Higashi 
Fushimi, who entertains an objection to the 
Kaitakushi affair left Tokio to mect His Im. 
perial Majesty the Mikado on the road to the 
capital for the purpose of laying before him 
his opinion in connection with the transaction. 
One of the Sangi, guessing his intention, fok 
lowed after him, overtook him and advised 
him not to go on, but all in vain. the prince 
drove on his carriage in haste and the Sangi 
returned. 


Tue Mochi Shinbun has the following item: 
—Sometime ago we referred to a rumour that 
Mr. Scyeshima Jaied a memorial before His 
Imperial Majesty the Mikado during his 
tour, containing his opinion as to the Kai- 
takushi transaction. We are now informed 
that Mr. Soyeshima not only seriously anim- 
adverted on the impropriety of the transaction 
in his memorial, but in denouncing the scheme 
weut so far as to suggest that certain Sangi 
should be discharged from their offices. The 
contents of the memorial having been early 
conveyed to the Rangi in the capital, a serious 
disturbance is said to have occurred amongst 
them in consequence. But now the Mikade 
has returned, the question of the Kaitakushi 
will be settled in some way or another, and 
the trouble will therefore soon come to an end. 


A spKcraL meeting was held at the Chamber 
of Commerce in Tokio on the night of the 10th. 
in-tant, Mr. Shibusawa took the chair and 
lehvered a brief address on the present grent 
difficulty between the Niadzukarisho and for- 
eign merchants, He sabmitted communica- 
tiona which had passed between the chamber 
and the establishment in connection with 
the difficulty and asked the opinion of the mom- 
bers on the subject. They all agreed to the 
following proposition :— 


That the subject in question is of the utmost 
importance to Japauese® merchants, and as 
this is a good opportunity for restoring our 
commercial rights, the chamber must not 
be idle but make proper exertions, and 
therefore it should mediate between both 
parties with a view to the reform of bad 
customs on the part of foreigners towards 
the Japanese, and also to give foreigners satis- 
faction with regard to the site of the establish- 
ment, the inspection room, and some other 
alleged inconveniences ; and the chamber should 
also furnish chambers of commerce and silk 
rearing cstablishments in different parts of the 
country with particulars of the present silk 
question, nnd adopt measures for preventing any 


transactions being made contrary to the rules 
of the establishment. 

Messrs. Masuda, Okura, Matsuo, Niwa and 
Hara were appointed a special committee for 
carrying this into effect. 


THE report of the central board of health 
on the number of persons attacked by cholera 
daring 25 days from September 8th. to Octo- 
ber 2nd., shows the following results :— 


New patients... «1,195. 
Patients died since last report 445. 
Average number of putierts daily attacked 


In Osaka... 4. «2 02 ee 47. 
» Fukuoka-ken ..  .. .. 7.67 
» Kumameto-ken .. 2... SL. 


From September 1&th. to October 5th. there 
were 321 patients of whom 150 died in Naga- 
saki-ken. ‘The epidemic has broken out at Oka- 
yama-ku, in Okaynma-ken and tends to spread. 


Tse Choya Shinbun snya that cholera is 
raging fiercely in Kioto. On the 4th. inst. Mr. 
Yamaguchi, a physician who treated the late 
princess Katsnrano-miya, his wife, two children 
and one servant were attacked by cholera and 
all died in one day. 


His Imperial Majesty the Mikado has re- 
tarned from his northern tour and has com- 
menced business in real earnest. Yesterday we 
published the translation of a decree notifying 
his intention of establishing a legislative es- 
sembly. This is an announcement which will 
be received with gladness by a large section 
of his subjects and one which, if properly car- 
ried into effect, will secure an immense amount 
of good to the country. 

It may be, and no doubt is, gross presump- 
tion for such humble individuals as ourselves 
to dictate to the sovereign raler of the “ Morn- 
ing Land,” bat to our thinking, nine years is 
rather a long notice to give of the adoption of 
a necessary measure of reform for which the 
people have so long begged and prayed in vain. 
There can be no question that His Majesty is 
thoroughly sincere in his intentions and that 
he earnestly desires to place the government 
of his dominions on a firm basis. It is there- 
fere all the moze to be regretted that he has 
thought fit to postpone the step he intends 
taking for so long a period It is to be hoped 
that he will reconsider hie decision an the 
principle of bis dat qui cito dat. 


Tae Knitakuehi swindle has collapsed. His 
Majesty the Mikndo hus proved amenable to the 
voice of public opinion and has withdrawn his 
sanction from the infamous‘ arrangement.” We 
published the notification in our morning supple- 
ment and it again appears in the present issue. 
It was kept out of lust night’s paper by an 
oversight of the tranelator—a circumstance 
which we much regret. 


Tas Choya Shinbun says:—H E. Okuma 
either on account of his opposition to the Kai- 
tukushi affair, or from having forwarded a 
memorial for the establishment of a represen- 
tative assembly, has for some time been so 
bitterly hated by the rest of the sangi that 
they would hold no conversation with him 
when he attended the cabinet after his return 
from the north. On the 12th. instant, he 
tendered his resignation to the prime minister 
and returned to his house. On the evening 


tof the eame day H. E, Yamada informed hii 


that his resignation had been accepted. 
Attmoven, says the same paper, the Kai- 
takushi affair bus been cancelled H. E. Kuroda 
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still holds his appointment, whilet H. E.Okuma, 
whose petitions ngainst the job were entertain- 
ed has resigned. How strange thisis! [Not 
particularly so Mr. Choya. People do sometimes 
suffer for “ conscience’ sake” even when they 
are in the right. It is not very pleasant being 
“sent to Coventry” by one’s colleagues and 
friends and perhaps Mr. Okuma was rather 
sensitive on the point. Such a thin skinned 
nature scarcely becomes a “ Japanese Glad- 
stone” however.—Z£d. J. G,] 


Kosuisha, sent a memorandum to the Niadzu- 
karisha announcing their resolution not to 
effect any transactions except in accordance 
with the rules of the establishment, even 
though they may sustain great loss in con- 
sequence thereof. 


Many of our readers will learn with deep 
regret that Monsignore Ridel, Bishop of Korea, 
whose captivity and sufferings in that country 
have been recounted often, lies at the point of 
death. The Bishop, who is but little more 
than fifty years of age, passed through here a 
few days ago, and on his arrival at Nagasuki 
was it. his usual health, but a sudden stroke 
of apoploxy threatens to bring to a sudden 
termination the earnest labours and life long 
devotion of a noble denying servant of the 
Church of Rome. 


TxE following Notification was issued on 
the 12th. inst. by the Privy Council :— 
To THE CoLonizaTION COMMISSION : 

You are hereby informed, that the per- 
mission lately accorded, in reply to your re- 
quest for the sale of the industrial uuder- 
takings connected with your Department, is, 
upon further consideration, withdrawn. 

(Signed). Sanso SaneTomt, 
First Minister of State: 
12th. day, 10th. month, 14th yoar of Meiji, 

(October 12th., 1681). 


On Weduesday the 12th. instant, the punc- 
tuality which generally characterises the 
running of the trains upon the Tokio- 
Yokohama Railway was interrupted to a 
degree exceeding any of the few rare occa- 
sions upon which such irregularity has 
occurred. The trains during tho afternoon 
gradually lost time from Yokohama, and 
the last which should bave left at 10.40 
p.m., did not leave until about 12.30 a.m. on 
Tharsday morning. ‘The occasion was the 
annual festival at Ikegami, near Omori, which 
was invested with greater attraction than 
usual, from the fact of its being this year 
a centenary, as well as an annual com- 
memoration ; and the railway conveyed on 
that day, between alt stations, the 
unprecedented number of upwards of 40,000 
passengers, fortanately without any mishap, 
although the resources of the railway were 
taxed to the utmost. 

Tas Hochi Shinbun says that according to a 
recent official return, the total area of seas, 
lukes and rivers of the country suitable for 
fishery is ubout 7,372 square cho and when 
compared with the total area of our arable 
lund, that is, 4,566,215 square cho, it 
exceeds the latter by. 2,828,467. By a 


Tur Nichi Nichi Shinbun has the following 
items :—H. E. Kuroda is said to have been 
confined to his house by indisposition since 
the 11th. instant. It is also reported that he 
attended the cabinet on the 13th., but this 
rumonr is not reliable. 

It is reported that the Kaitakushi is to be 
oie and a ken to be established in its 
stead. 


Tue Hochi Shinbun hears that H. E. Okuma 
sugggested in the memorial which he sent to the 
government, that representatives of the people 
should be summoned next year in order to 
open the first national assembly in 1883. 

THE same paper annownces that Mr. Yano, 
secretary of the Daijokwan and chief of the 
statistical bureau, Messrs. Ushiba, Jungai, and 
Osaki have all resigned their offices ; it is alao 
reported that some members of the Genro-in 
have followed their example. 


Tax Mat Nicht Shinbun publishes a rumour 
to the effect that the cabinet have hired five 
spies to watch the political movements of the 


people, 


002,000 tons of fish could be annually obtained 
from this area if the resources be properly 
developed; but at present our fisheries only 
realize 150,000,000 yen annually. As they 
are in go poor a state, it is said, that the gov- 
erument intends to establish a fishery society 
next year for the promotion of that industry 
throughout the country. 

From the same paper, it seems that Prinee 
Arisugawa and Sangi, Yamagata were strongly 
opposed to the resignation of Mr. Okuma 
who has so faithfully diecharged his duty for 
14 years; but the rest of the Sangi in- 
sisted on it, and Hie Majesty was therefore re- 
luctantly compelled to accept it. 


Tur Akebono Shinbun announces that whilst 
ovly two guards have hitherto escorted each of 
the daijin and sangi, their number since yes- 
terday has been increased to ten. 


THe same paper says:—On the day before 
yesterday, a few membere of the Tokio 
Chamber of Commerce went to Yokohama for 
the purpose of mediating between native and 
foreign merchants with respect to the silk 
question, but both parties firmly persisted in 
their claims. As there was no hope of suceed- 
ing in their object of arbitration the members 
of the chamber did not venture to offer their 
services. Whilst foreign merchants are so ob- 
stinate orders for silk are continually coming 
in from abrond, so that the Miteui Bussan 
Kwaisha, Boy: ki Shokwai, have determined to 
evgage in direct exportation. About 2,000 
bales will shortly be exported. 


Tue Nichi Nichi Shinbun hears a rumor to 
the effect that Sangi Ogi has sent in his re- 
signation to the government, and that Mr. 
Matsugata will be appointed in his stead. 


Tne same paper says that silk companies 
in the provinces of Mina and Hida have sent 
a notice to the Niadzukarisho announcing that 
they have conbined to assist that establishment. 


AccorpiNe to the Mai Nichi Shinbnu, sixteen 
silk producing companies in Mayebashi, viz. 
Kiseisha, Dokwasha, Taiseisha, Kita, Seisensha, 
Junkesha, Seiyekisha, Shijunsha, Nisseisha, 
Meirensha, Kioyeisha, Kobuncha, Shikishima- 
sha, Awabaresha, Mousonoisha, Shoriusha, and 


Tur Akebono Shinbun says :—His Imperial 
Majesty tho Mikado assembled the daijin, 
sangi and ministers of all the government 
departmonts, on the 13th. instant, and disclosed 
the future policy of His Majesty’s government 


towards the people. He said the work of the 
government since the restoration, is only now 
at half way and that officials should understand 
the Imperial intention and endeavour to bring 
all affairs into good order go as to increase the 
people’s benefit. 

Some high officials clled on Mr. Okuma, 
late Sangi, and said that they did not 
uuderstand why his resignation was uccept- 
ed at a time when the reformation of 
the government was promulgated, and the 
Kaitakushi affair countermanded as he had 
recommended, Mr. Okuma replied that he had 
lived in official life since the restoration and 
had never been acquainted with the condition 
of the people but now, being released from 
the cares of state, he wished to observe their 
real requirements and also to recruit his health, 
which had been much injared by his arduous 
labours for the Imperial government. 


Tus Mai Nichi Shinbun has the following 
items :—It is ramoured that the cabinet has 
decided on modifying its present organization, 
although it is not unanimous on the sub- 
ject: one party proposes to limit the number 
of members to three and another to extend it 
to five; the matter is therefore still unsettled. 


Ta Choya Shinbun has tbe following items : 
—The German consul is said to have received 


an estimate made by a European about 99,450,. |. 


an audience with His Majesty the Mikado as 
well as an invitation to an Imperial banquet. 


Ir is said, H. E. Kuroda has sent in his 
resignation to the government. This is only a 
rumour, but it is not unlikely to be true. 


Tae Kenshiu Maru, a sailing vessel of the 
Fuhansen Kwaisha left Sidney on the 24th. 
August last with o cargo of coals for the Mitsui 
Bussan Kwaisha and arrived at Yokohama the 
day before yesterday (15th inet.) 

Tur Choya Shinbun asks:—What is the 
reason why no sangi attended the cabinet 
meeting a few days agoP H. E. Sanjo was 
the only one present. 

Ir is said that one of the moet influential 
members of the cubinet has become convinced 
of the necessity of a representative assembly 
which has been so urgently demanded by the 
people. He told a friend of his that he him- 
self would have no difficulty in effecting ite 
establishment without bloodshed. ‘The simple 
minded Mai Nichi adds,” if this rumour be 
true it is a very joyful thing. 

Tar Hochi Shinbun publishes the following 
statistics of births, deaths, &. in Tokio for 
the month of June last :— 


Births (males). 742 

+ (females)... 705 1,447 
Deaths (males).. 903 

» (females). 766 1,669 
Marriages..............6045 593 
Abortions. 118 
Divorces ... 390 


Tar Choya Shinbun has received information 
from Yokohama to the effect that the foreign’ 
merchants of that settlement have decided on 
applying tothe government for permission to 
reside in the interior of the country for the 
purpose of establishing banks in producing 
districts, and of affording assistance to transac- 
tions in silk, This the latest joke played off 
on the too susceptible Choya, 
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Tux Chiugai Bukka Shinpo says :—“We have 
hitherto entertained some anxiety lest scarcity 
of fands might prevent the Nisdzukarisho from 
persisting in its present undertaking because 
victory entirely depends upon capital. We are 
now informed that the Niadsukarisho far- 
nishes 2,000,000 yen, wholesale dealers 
1,500,000 yen the 15th national bank 
1,500,000 yen, and all other banks 2,000,000 
yen. Moreover the quantity of silk thie season 
is small as compared with other years, and 
about one-third of the whole crop is already 
exported so that there is no lack of money 
wherewith to carry on the game. 


In whatever light it may be regarded, 
opiam traffic in China is a matter of more 
than passing interest to most residents in the 
east as well as to many at home. It isn 
subjects on which Exeter-Hallites have fre- 
quently waxed eloquent, on which they have 
oo led a vast amount of their conven- 
tional ‘goody goody” and sanctimonious 
twaddle,and at which they have often raised 
their hands in real or pretended pious horror 
and indignation. 

We have received a pamphlet from the In- 

spector General of the Chinese Imperial Cus- 
toms dealing with the opium question which 
we have read with much interest. The book 
actually bristles with figores and statistics 
from end to end. With these we need not 
trouble our readers as the substance of Mr. 
Hart’s enquiry is easily understood without 
them. The question to which he was anx- 
jous to obtain an answer was:—Opium in 
Ohina: how many smokers does the foreign 
drug supply? To get at thie information he 
sent a circular containing a set of questions 
to the Commissioners of Customs at a score 
of porta along the coast and on the Yangtaze. 
The gist of their replies seems to be as 
follows :— 
* The annual importation of foreign opium 
into China may be said to amount to 100,000 
cheats or, allowing 100 catties.to ench chest, 
10,000,000 catties (the Chinese catty, as 
most of our readers are probably aware is 
equal to 1} Ib. avoirdupois). The process 
of preparation or boiling down entail a loss 
of about 80 per cent. in weight; so that 
only abont 7,000,000 catties of the prepared 
drog reaches the retailers’ hands. The catty 
is divided into 16 liang (ounces), and tho 
lang into tenths called mace; 7,000,000 
catties are therefore 1,120,000,000 mace of 
prepared opium for smokers. 

Before reaching the consumers, opium 
pays the Chinese government import duty 
and likin taxes amounting to, say, LUU tule 
and is then sold at, say 800 taels of Chinose 
sycee or silver per 100 catties: thna the 
total quantity imported and retailed may 
be said to be paid for with 56,000,000 taels 
or £16,800,000 and one mace of prepared 
ope is consequently worth about 1d. 
(English.) 

Divide the total weight by 365 and it will 
be found that 3,068,493 imace are smoked 
daily at a cost of £46,027. Average smokers 
are said to consume 3 mace of prepared opium 
and spend about 10jd. daily. This quautity 
is the same as 4%, the. of an ounce avoirdu- 

ois, and suffices for from 30 to 40 pipes, 
s.¢. whiffs, “draws,” or inhalations. If we 
divide the total number of mace consumed 
daily by the total quantity each average 
emoker consumes daily, we find that there 
are in round numbers above 1,000,000 smok- 
ers of foreign opium. The population of 
China is spoken of as amounting to more 
than 400,000,000, and may be fairly pro- 
pounced to be something above 800,000,000. 


Taking it at the latter figure, so as to be 
within the mark, and estimating opium 
smokers at 1,000,000, and proceeding with 
the calculation, the result is that 3} in every 
1,000 smoke; that is, that opium smoking 
is practised by one third of one per cent. of 
the population. 

In addition to the foraign drug there is 
also the native product. Concerning this, 
Mr. Hart says reliable statistics cannot be 
obtained. All that is definitely known is, 
that the native produce does not exceed for- 
reign import in qaantity and that it was 
known, produced, and used long before any 
Europeans began the sale of the foreign 
drug along the coast. Granting then, that 
the quantity is equal, another 1,000,000 
sinokers are amply provided for so that, in 
all, only two thirds of one per cent. of the 
popolation of China are habitually addicted 
to the vice. The native product sells for 
one half the price obtained for the foreign 
drug, and may be estimated to be paid for 
with, say, £8,400,000 by 1,000,000 who spend 
5}d. daily. The total amount spent by 
China on this luxury produced at home and 
imported from abroad, is thus, say, 
£25,000,000 annually. Mr. Hart summarises 
as follows :— 


“ Examined in this way the result arrived at 
is that 200,000 chests, or almost 12,000 tons 
[1,680 catties=one ton], of unprepared 
opiam are consumed annually by 2,000,000 
opium-smokers; that these smokers expend 
£25,000,000 on opium; that this is an ex- 
penditure of, say, from 5d. to 11d. daily by 
individual smokers ; and that all the smokers 
amount to only two-thirds of one per cent. 
of the population. If more than 3 mace 
apiece is consumed daily by smokers, then 
smokers are leas numerous; if Ivss than 3 
mace, then smokers are more numerous, and 
smoking individually less harmful. The 
truth is that many smoke more than 3 mace 
and many less, but from the statistical point 
of view it is safe to say that opium-smokers 
in China constitute simply two-thirds of one 
per cent. of the population. On the supposi- 
tion even that the quantity of native opium 
produced is ten times that of the foreign 
opium imported, the total will not yet suffice 
for the consumption of even four per cent. 
of the population. Four per cent. is a small 
per-centage, but in China it means twelve 
millions of people. It is hardly credible, 
however, that native opiam is produced in 
snch quantity; but whatever ‘the namber of 
opiam-smokers may really be—and allowing 
that, many people smoke without injury,— 
there must in any case be a per-centage of 
smokers for whom the habit works nothing 
but evil.” 


Chinese, who have devoted their attention 
to the subject, regard the traffic with any- 
thing bat favor :— 


“Chinese who have studied the opium ques- 
tion are opposed to a traffic which more or 
less harms smokers now numbering, say, 
over two millions,- and annually increasing ; 
at the same time they admit that opium 
provides a large revenue, that the axpendi- 
tnre for opium and liability to the incidence 
of opium taxation touch an infinitesimally 
small per-centage of the Porslesinn; and that 
neither the finances of the state, nor the 
wealth of its people, nor the growth of ita 
population, can be specially damaged by a 
luxary which only draws from 5d. to 11d. 
apiece a day from the pockets of those who 
indulge in it, and which is indulged in by 
only two-thirds of one per cent. of the popala- 
fin. They admit all this, but they do not 


find in either the revenue produced or the 
statistical demonstration of ite per-centage 
innoenonsness any sufficient reason for wel- 
coming the growth of the trade or for desist- 
ing from the attempt to check the consump- 
tion of opium.” 

One of the queries propounded to Com- 
missioners by Mr. Hart was to ‘ascertain 
the general opinion as to the length of time— 
months or years—a man must amoke before 
the habit takes such hold on him as to be 
very difficnit, if not impossible, to be given 
up.” ; 

The replies on this point were most 
ananimous. We reproduce Mr. Mackey’s 
(Commisioner at Wénchow) as being more 
explicit than the others :— 


“ As tothe length of time when the habit of 
smoking takes such hold as to make it im- 
possible or very difficult to give it ap, only a 
general answer can be given. So much 
depends upon the moral will, the bodily con- 
stitation, and general health of the person 
concerned—and this varies greatly in diffe- 
rent individuals,—so thnt no fixed time will 
apply to all alike. With some it is easy to 
break off after one year, without the aid of 
medicine; others, if assisted by medicine, 
can discontinue after smoking two or three 
years; but if the habit has been indulged in 
for six or seven years it then becomes ex- 
tremely difficult to abstain, even with the 
aid of medicine. Various missionary writers 
who have published their views on this sub- 
ject—and it is mainly the missionary class 
who have felt the interest and taken the 
trouble to do so, as being in their line of 
duty,—are pretty generally agreed on tho 
following points:—(a) Opium-smoking is an 
acquired habit, and is not pleasant to the 
novice; (b) the pipe is usually resorted to in 
the first instance to alleviate pain or control 
sickness ; (c) the smoker who takes his pipe 
at stated and regular intervals becomes a 
greater slave to the habit than he who smokes 
at irregular intervals—the first cannot break 
off the habit without extreme difficulty, while 
the latter, if he chooses, can do 80; (d) 
temperate smokers do not visibly injure their 
health by the indulgonce; (¢) intemperate 
ones ruin their bodily constitutions, and their 
property is gradually dissipated ; (f) they die 
early, and mostly in misery.” 

From the foregoing it will be seen that, in 
® comparative sense, opiam smoking in China 
is not carried to such a very great excess 
after all—certainly uot nearly as great as 
that of dram-drinking at home. Exeter- 
Hallites and pulpit-oraters generally may 
possibly be able to extract a few graius of 
comfort from the common sense statements 
of Mr. Hart and perhaps, on the principle of 
charity beginning at home, be hereafter 
induced to limit their well-meant efforts 
towards the reformation of the many thou- 
sands of drankards, thieves, pickpocketa, 
wife-beaters &c. who infest the streets of 
London and other towns in the United King- 
dom. Exeter Hall philanthropy is certainly 
not at premiam amongst the Chinese or any 
other uatives of the east; they are. not 
clamorous for it aud are never likely to be. 
That “come over and help us” legend 
emanates from the fertile imagination of 
writers of missionsry tracts and has no 
foundation in fact. 


Tr is said that eight or nine members of the 
Genro-in urged His Excellency, Sanjo Duijo 
Daijin that a certain sangi should be diechurg- 
ed from his. office, and.that if he was not the 
consequences. would be dangerous, 
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Hat Reports. 


In tae Yoxouama Saipansuo. 


Before Nakamura Mororosut, Esq., Judge. 
Thursday, September 29th, 1881. 
Vican & Co. vs. Icuxawa Moroxtcul. 


The petition of the plaintiffs sheweth as 
follows :— 


That on the 5th. of September 1881 the 
Plaintiffs sold the defendant 24 piculs of zine 
at the price of $9.10 per picul. That on the 
6th. of the same month, thinking that all the 
kegs of zinc in their godown contained but 1 
pical each, the plaintiffs delivered 24 kegs to 
the defendant. 

That 6 days afterwards, secing that a great 
number of Japanese came to buy zinc, the 
plaintiffs examined their books and found by 
their invoices that each keg contained 4,3, 
Piculs instead of only one. : 

That M. Renard of the plaintiffs’ firm nc- 
companied by hig. interpreter Yamamura 
thereupon immediately went to the defendant, 
who at once acknowledged to having found 
each keg to contain 4%, piculs, but refused to 
return them withont giving any reasons for 
such refusal. 

The plaintiffs therefore pray this Honourable 
Court :—That the 18 kegs which the defend- 
ant is unlawfully retaiuing until sach time 
at which the court shall have decided this 
petition. 

The 18 kegs contain 75 piculs, which at 
the rate of $9.10 amounts to $686.96. 

_ In reply to this petition the defendant put 
in the following answer : 

That on the 6th. of September 1881 the 
defendant purchased from the plaintiffa 24 
kegs of zinc at the price of $9.10 per keg, 
and paid $50.00 bargain money thereon. 

That on the following day defendant paid 
the plaintiffs the balance of the purchase 
money, i.e. $168 40 and took delivery of the 
said 24 kegs of zinc. 

That cn the 15th. day of September the 
defendant sold the whole lot to one Echigoya 
Shichibei, a Tokio merchant for the sum of 
yen 1,172,158. 

That the said Echigoya had at first agreed 
to take delivery of the whole lot and pay for 
the same on the same day, but finally took 
delivery of only 12 kegs and paid for them 
the sum of yen 686.00 promising to take 
delivery of the balance and pay for the same 
in a few days. 

That on the 16th. of September Mr. Renard 
accompanied by an interpreter came to defend- 
ant’s place and requested him not to send 
away the remaining 12 kegs, to which defend- 
ant answered, that, as the goods had already 
been resold to a third party, and were merely 
kept by the defendant at the snid third party's 
disposal, he cot Id not sny how long he might 
keep them, as they might be sent for at any 
moment. 

That Mr. Renard thereupon went to the 
Sakaicho Police-station and requested that a 
Police officcr be set to watch the 12 kegs at 
the defendant's place. 

That the defendant was thereupon ordered 
to appear at the said police station, with 
which order he at once complied. 

That at the police station the defendant 
was asked whether he had anything to say 
against Mr. Renard’s request being complied 
with, to which he answered that there was 
no reason why such measures should be 
adopted against him. That on the 17th, day 
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of September the defendant was summoned 
by this Honorable Court and was forbidden 
to remove the said zinc to ary other place 
until judgment should have been given in 
the matter. That the plaintiffs in their peti- 
tion state that they sold the zinc at $9.10 
cents per picul and that they therefore de- 
mand that the defendant return them 18 
kegs or else pay for them. 

That this statement is not trae becaase 
the bargain was made at $9.10 cents per keg, 
and that therefore Iam not obliged to com- 
ply with the plaintiffs’ demand. 

That if the bargain had been made by 
weight such weight should have been fixed 
when the goods were delivered in the pre- 
sence of both parties. 

That the plaintiffs’ claim is a wrongful 
one and that the defendant therefore prays 
that the plaintiffs’ petition be dismissed. 

After hearing the statements of both 
parties, the Court gave the following 


JUDGMENT. 


The principal point in this case is, whether 
the zinc in question was sold by weight or 
by the keg without reference to weight. 

In the plaintiffs’ books the weight of the 
24 kegs of zine imported from France is put 
down to 10,040 piculs at a cost price laid 
down here of $724.40, besides an amount 
for charges, such as duty, ooolie-hire and 
sundries of $89.26. 

The defendant states that when he bought 
the zinc he thought it weighed about 150 
catties per keg, but on weighing it after hav- 
ing taken delivery be found it to be over 
410 catties: That this was mach more than 
he had expected, but that that was no reason 
why he should return any of it to the seller, 
becanso the goods were bought by the keg 
without any reference to weight. 

The Court holds that every article of mer- 
chandize has a certain market value. Of 
course it sometimes happens in special cases 


that an article is sold much cheaper than 
such market price, but this never takes place 
unless there sre special circumstances exist- 
ing which render such proceedings necessary. 
And in the present case the Court cannot 
see any such special circumstances. If it be 
supposed that the price for one keg contain- 
ing more than 410 catties had been fixed at 
$9.10, the plaintiffs must have sold the goods 
in question for only one quarter of their cost 
price, which is very improbable. 

Besides the plaintiffs have stated that in no 
country is zinc sold by the keg without 
reference to weight, which statement the 
defendant could not contradict. In fact the 
defendant admits that heretofore he has 
never yet bought as much zinc as is con- 
tained in one keg, and that in reselling the 
zinc in question to Echigoya he also fixed 
the price by weight. 

From the above it therefore appears that 
the price of the zinc in question was fixed 
by weight, and that, owing to carclersners 
and a mistake on the part of the plaintiffs, 
they have delivered 24 kegs each containing 
4.25 piculs. It is therefore proper that the 
defendant should return to the plaintiffs that 
part of the goods which he has received over 
and above what he should have. But the 
defendant having already resold the whole 
lot to Echigoya the plaintiffs instead 
claimed (in the hearing) that he be 
ordered to pay over to them the amonnt 


received by him for that part of the goods 
which was delivered him by mistake, for the 
plaintiffa well know that they cannot de- 
mand that the defondant return them the 
article itself, since he has now no longer the 


tight of property. And this demand of the 
plaintiffs is but jast. Fixing the price per 
picul, the defendant resold the sinc to 
Echigoya $2.10 cheaper than the price of 
the plaintiffs. But taking the whole lot the 
detendant bought the 24 kegs for $218,40. 
and resold them at $705.90, leaving hima 
profit of $487.20. 

The court therefore orders the defendant 
to pay over to the plaintiffs the sam of 
$487.20 less the expenses for carriage of the 


goods. 
YOKOHAMA SAIBANSHO. 
Yokohama, Sept. 29th, 1881. 


Saturday, October Ist., 1881. 
H. Lupwia & Co. vs. Saimipzu Soroxu. 


The petition of the ‘plaintiffs sheweth as 
follows :— 

1.—That the plaintiffs were in the habit of 
dealing with the defendant and frequently 
made him cash advances on silk. 

2.—That on the 15th. of June 1880 there 
was due to the plaintiffs for advances thus 
made the sam of $1,987.00 for which amount 
the defendant on the 10th. of July of the 
same year gave them his promissory uote 
payable in September 1880. (Exhibit No. 1). 

8.—That subsequently on the 10th. of 
August 1880 the plaintiffs advanced the de- 
fendant the sum of $1,800.00, and again on 
the 26th. of the snme month the sum of 
$1,500.00, which sams were paid to the de- 


fendant through the agency of one Tonomura, - 


merchant of Yokobama. (Exhibit No. 2). 

4.—That on the 28th. of September 1880 
the plaintiffs further advanced the defendant 
the sum of $950.00 for which he gave them 
his promissory note payable upon his retarn 
here. (Exhibit No. 3). 

5.—That against these sums the plaintiffs 
received silk from the defendant to the 
amount only of $4,536.79 namely on the 20th. 
of September 1880 to the amount of $129.04 
and on the 26th. of March 1881 to the amount 
of $4,407.75. 

6.—That there is therefore now due to the 
plaintiffs from the defendant a balance of 
$1,700.21 together with interest on the same 
at the rate of 1 per cent. a month as 
to by the defendant in Exhibit No. 3. 

7.—That all efforte to induce the defendant 
to pay to the plaintiffs this said balance due 
them have remained fruitless. 

The plaintiffs therefore pray this Honorable 
Court :— 

1.—That the defendant be ordered to pay 
to the plaintiffs the sams of $950.00 and 
$750.21 still dae them. 

2.—That the defendant be ordered to pay 
to the plaintiffs interest at the rate of 8 per 
cent. per annum on the sum of $1,987.00 
commencing from the 15th. of Jane 1880 ap 
to the 10th. of August 1880. 

3.—That the defendant be ordered to pay 
to the plaintiffs interest on the sum of 
$3,787.00 at the rate of 8 per cent. per annum 
commencing from the 10th. of August 1880 
up to the 26th. of the same month. 

4.—That the defendant be ordered to pay 
to the plaintiffs interest on the sum of 
$5,287.00 at the rate of & per cent. per annum 
commencing from the 26th. of August 1880 
up to the 20th. of September 1880, 

5.—That the defendant be ordered to pay 
to the plaintiffs interest at the rate of 8 per 
cent, per annom on the sum of $5,157.96, 
being the total of all the above-named sums 
together less $129.04 amount of his invoice 
of the 20th. September 1880, commencing 
from the 20th. of September 1880 up to the 
26th. of March 1881, 
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6.—That the defendant be ordered to pay 
to the plaintiffs interest at the rate of 8 per 
cent. per annum on the som of $750.21 being 
the balance of the above-named $5,157.96 
cents aftcr deducting defendant’s invoice 
amount of the 26th. of March 1881, com- 
mencing from the said 26th. of March 1881 
up to the date of payment. 


7.—That the defendant be ordered to pay 
to the plaintiffe interest at the rate of ] per 
cent. per month on the sum of $950, amount 
of his promissory note of the 28th Septem- 
ber 1880, commencing from the 28th of Sep- 
tember 1880 op to the date of payment. 


8.—That the defendant be ordered to pay 
the costs of this suit, and tbat the plaintiffs 
may have such further relief as the nature 
of the case may require and as this Honor- 
able Court may seem fit. 

To which the defendant put in the follow- 
ing reply : 

1.—That the promissory note for $1,987 
was given to the plaintiffs in pursuance of a 
contract entered into between the defendant 
and one Moridzumi Tokuzo, an employé of 
the plaintiffs, in June 1879, by which the 
defendant agreed to supply plaintiffs with 
raw silk during one.year from the said date, 
at a certain price per 100 catties. 


2.—That the plaintiffs advanced the defen- 
dant the sum of 4,000 yen on this contract, 
and that in conformity to this contract the 
defendant subsequently supplied the plaintiffs 
with such silk. 


38.—That however during contract time, 
ithat is to eay in February and March 1880, 
the market value of silk fell, and the silk 
tbat had been contracted for at $800 per 100 
catties was then worth ouly from $600 to 
$700. 

&.—That this being the case the plaintiffs 
were losing considerable money, while on the 
:contrary.the defendant was making a large 
profit, and that the plaintiffs requested the 
defendant to cease sending them any more 
.silk.and to cancel the contract. 

5.—That the defendant at first refused to 
-eancel, the contract as he still owed the plain- 
tiffs a balance of $1,987.00, bot that sub- 
seqnently on the defendant’s. coming to 
Yokohama on the 10th. of July 1880, he 
agreed to,cancel the contract upon the plain- 
tiffs promising him a loan of yen 5,000.00 

to be made by the 30th. of September 1880, 
which promise plaintiffs gave the defendant 
in writing. 
6.—That the plaintiffs failed to carry ont 
the agreement to lend defendant the yen 
5,000.00, and that as the latter only agreed to 
cancel the original contract and give the 
plaintiffs his promissory note for $1987.00 
on being promised the benefit of that loan, 
-and as the defendant if he bad not cancelled 
the original contract would have easily paid 
off the 1,987.00 ont of the profits of silk 
shipments under that contract, the defendant 
sabmits that he is in no.manner indebted to 
the plaintiffs. 
7.—That the plaintiffs’ claiming interest on 
the amount of $1,987.00 is also unreasonable, 
it waa agreed that no interest should be paid 
on the same, therefore also no interest is 
mentioned in the promissory note itself. 
The defendant therefore submits that the 
plaintiffa having failed to carry ont their 
/ agreement with him, he is now in no manner 
indebted to them, and prays that their peti- 
.tion be dismissed. 
Mr. Uchiyama Rossetan appeared for the 
pe the defendant was represented by 
r, Okamoto Chazo, 


Mr. Uchiyama Rosretsu called several wit- 
nesses and then put in the following argnu- 
ment : 

1.—In the first place it seems to me re- 
quisite to prove who was responsible for the 
proper execution of the contract with de- 
fendant. : 

The document itself shows that it is a con- 
tract between defendant and Moridzami him- 
self. But the defendant’s counsel in his 
answer to the petition and also in his cross- 
examination of witness seemed to be partic- 
ularly anxious to make it appear that Mori- 
dzomi had made the contract on behalf of 
and as representative of the plaintiffs. I 
submit that I cannot see what difference it 
makes in this case who was the original 
maker for three reasons : 


lst.— Because plaintiffa admit that they 
took over the contract, and were responsible 
for its execution. 

2nd.—Becanse the defendant acquiesced 
in this arrangement, and afterwards during 
the whole contract time dealt direct with 
the plaintiffs, and even gave them his pro- 
missory note for the balance due from him 
out of this contract. 

8rd.—Becanse the contract on the part of 
the plaintiffs was fully executed. 

So that, even admitting for argament’s 
sake that Moidzomi made the contract as 
pleintiffs’ representative, the defendant’s 
position is just the same. 

It is therefore clear that, whoever made the 
said contract, the plaintiffs on the one hand 
and the defendant on the other were respon- 
sible for its proper execution. 

2.—The next point to be settled is :— 

Did the plaintiffs execute the contract or 
did they break it ? 

The defendant’s counsel in his answer to 
the petition alleges that in Febroary or March 
1880, the market price being considerably 
below the contract price, the plaintiffs bad 
requested defendant to cease shipping them 
any more goods and to cancel the contract. 
That the defendant had at first refused to do 
so, but that on being promised a loan of 
5,000 yen in September he had at last con- 
sented and given them the promissory note 
for $1,987.00 which otherwise he would not 
have done. ; 

My learned opponent seems for the moment 
to have forgotten that in making such an 
assertion it is necessary to bring the requisite 
evidence to prove it, for he has failed to 
produce even the smallest particle of testimony 
to support the same. 

This allegation implies that the plaintiffs 
broke the contract and then only got defen- 
dant’s promissory note by promising him a 
loan of money. 

Although the burden of proving this asser- 
tion really lies with the defendant, I have 
taken the trouble te prove conclusively that 
such a thing never took place. I have proved 
it not only by the depositions of the witness 
Fukushima Chnji one of Mr. Tonomura’s 
banto, who is certainly an entirely impartial 
and trustworthy witness not being in the 
least connected with the plaintiff's firm, but 
also through the fact that at the time when 
plaintiffs promised the defendant the loan of 
acertain sum of money (Plaintiffs Exhibit 
No. 5), the contract had long since expired, 
because the plaintiff's Exh. No. 5 is dated July 
the 10th. 1880, and the contract had expired 
more than a month before that. As to the 
market price in the beginning of the year 
1880 being considerably lower than the con- 
tract price, the plaintiffs have never denied 
it. The plaintiffs freely admit that they lost 
money on the contract, but they emphatically 


deny ever having asked the defendant to 
cancel the same. 

From this fact it is also clear that the 
amount $1,987 of defendant’s promissory 
note is the exact balance due by him to the 
plaintiffs at the end of the contract, for if 
the plaintiffs are not guilty of any breach of 
contract, they are justified in demanding the 
full amount due them. 

8.—The next question is :— 

Did the plaintiffs break their agreement to 
advance defendant a certain sum of money 
by the 30th. day of September ? 

As I have already conclusively shown that 
the plaintiffs never broke the contract, their 
Exh. No. 4 and that consequently the 
balance of $1,987.—was the exact amount 
due them, there is no reason why they should 
have compromised the matter with the defend- 
ant, and promised him a loan by the 30th. 
of September, if be would give them the 
promissory note for those $1,987. 

Besides, if plaintiffs had wished to, they 
could easily have lent defendant a sum of 
money when he asked for it, é.e. on the 10th. 
of July, but they prefered not do so until he 
should first have paid them the amount still 
due them. The agreement was therefore 
made on just the opposite understanding 
from that alleged by the defendant, for 
it was made under the understanding that 
plaintiffs would advance the defendant a 
sum not exceeding yen 5,000.00 by the 
30th. of September 1880, tf he had first 
paid them the amount of his indebted- 
ness to them. And as he failed to do so 
they were perfectly justified in mistrusting 
him and refusing to make him any further 
advance. That is what the plaintiffs would 
have been justified in doing, but they were 
not so careful. On the contrary, notwith- 
standing the fact that the defendant's pro- 
missory note was payable during September, 
and notwithstanding the fact that up to the 
28th. of that month he had failed to pay the 
same, the plaintiffs on that day advanced 
him the sum of $950.00 and if he had paid 
them the amount of his old indebted- 
ness two days later, would in fact have been 
ready to make him a further advance. 

However, even supposing, for argument’s 
sake, that the agreement had been made with 
the understanding as alleged by the defend- 
ant, namely that defendant should pay the 
amount of his old indebtedness after having 
received a new advance from the plaintiffs, 
I submit that the plaintiffs fully carried out 
the agreement by their payment of $950.C0 
on the 28th. of September, because their 
paying this sum on that day is in accordance 
with the words “Kugateu sanjiu nicht kagirt” 
in that agreement meaning “ any time before, 
but not after the 30th. September,” and their 
payment of the amount of $950 00 is in accord- 
ance with the words “Go sen yen kagiri,” 
meaning “any amount less than, but not 
more that yen 5,000,” so that even had 
they paid him only 100 or 200 yen this would 
not have been a breach of contract. It is 
therefore beyond a doubt that the plaintiffs 
did not break their agreement. (Defendant’s 
Exh. No. 2.) 

4.— I now come to the question of accounte, 
which seems to me so clear that there is 
hardly need of any argument, becanse every 
item, with the excepticn of two (and those 
are in the defendant’s favour), are represent- 
ed by documents. 

The receipt of yen 4,000 advance on the 
contract of course is acknowledged in the 
contract itself. The payments against this 
sum were made to the plaintiffs through the 
agency of Tonomura. ;The latter has @ re- 
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eeipt for each separate amount, and each item 
tallies exactly with those in the plaintiffs’ 
account. The total of the amounts thns 
paid back to the plaintiffs through the agency 
of Tonomara is yen 1,498.752 (he has it yen 
1,498.758, a difference of 6 rin), making 
$1324.45 figared at the valoe of yen on the 
date when onach payment was made. 

The defendant is next credited with an 
amount of $311.35 for difference in exchange 
in his favonr, and debited with the interest 
on the loan, leaving the balance dune plaintiffs 
exactly $1,987 which the defendant acknow- 
ledges by his promissory note. 

Herewith the contract expires and the 
subsequent advance as well as the sabsequ- 
ent shipments of silk have no connection 
with the same. Tho 10th. and 26th. 1880 of 
$1,800 and $1,500 are proved by plaintiffe’ 
Exh. No. 2, a receipt from Tonomura who 
received them. 

Against these two sums the plaintiffs re- 
ceived two lots of silk, One onthe 20th. of 
September, for which there seoms to be no 
vouchers, amounting to $129,04, and other on 
the 26th. of March 1881, amounting to 
$4,407.75 which is proved by ‘Tonomaora’s 
memorandom. 

Then the last amount advanced by the 
plaintiffa to the defendant on the 28th. of 
September 1880 is $950. which is proved 
by his promissory note. 

The balance of acconnts therefore as said 
before, namely $750,214 and $950, are all 
supported by incontestable evidence. 

The only point where a qnestion might 
arise is that of interest. he defendant’s 
counsel’s nasertion that the $1,987.00 were 
without interest is ridiculous on the face of 
it, because that amount is the exact balance 
due out of the contract, which calls for 8 per 
cent. interest per annum. As to the $950.00 
the interest is specified in the promissory 
note itself to be 1 °/, per month. The only 
amounts for which no interest has been fixed 
are the $1,800.00 and $1,500.00. The plaintiff 
would certainly not have made these advances 
at the low rate of 8 °/, per annum, because the 
customary interest among foreign merchants 
in Yokohama is 12 °/, per annum. But as no 
interest was stipniated at the time they do 
not feel themselves justified in claiming more 
than 8 per cent, because the defendant might 
have been under the impression that these 
advances were made at the same rate as the 
4,000 yen advanced on the former contract. 

Mr. Okamoto did not call any witnesses but 
pat in the following argument in answer to 
that of Mr. Uchiyama. 

The original contract between plaintiffs and 
the defendant war not carried out to the end, 
bat cancelled at the request of the plaintiff. 
Before cancelling the same, however, the 
defendant asked the plaintiffs what allowa- 
nce they would.make him on the $1987, 
if he agreed to cancel the same, where- 
upon the plaintiffs, knowing that they 
were making losses on the contract gave the 
defendant the written promise to lend him 
5,000 yen, and stipulated that the defendant 
on the day fixed in that agrement should pay 
them the balance of $1,987. dne them. 


If we read over the records of the lst and 
2nd hearings we find that the plaintiffs 
contradict themselves, and the rtatement 
made by plointiff's witnesses and the plain- 
tiffs themselves differ so much that the 


defendant has mach trouble in getting at the | 7° 


plaintiff's real point. But as lackily the 
plaintiff's attorney has put in an argument 
which is somewhat near the real facts the 
defendants will for a while suppose this to 
be a true atatemont and will answer to the 


principal points of the same in their order. 
The principal points then are :— 


1.—Did the plaintiffs or did the defendant 
desire the cancelling of the original 
contract P 

2.—Did the defendant give his note for 
$1,987. to plaintiffs after they had given 
him their promise for yen 5,000. ? 

8.—Are the $750. lent to defendant to be 
considered asa sum paid to the defendant 
under the agreement to lend the defend- 
ant yen 5,000. or not P 

4.—In defendant’s promissory note for 
$1,987 nothing is said of interest. Have 
the plaintiffs nevertheless the right to 
demand interest on that sam as coming 
out of the original contract. 


1.—I shall now prove the lat. point, viz., 
who it was, that requested that the contract 
be cancelled. 

The plaintiffs make a great many state- 
ments in regard to the point that they did 
not request the cancelling of the contract. 
But when n man makes a contract for certain 
goods not knowing what value they will have 
later on, and these goods afterwards become 
cheap it is quite clear to whose interest it ia 
to have the contract concelled. 

Now in the contract No.1 silk is fixed 
at $805 and No. 2 at $790 which silks 
from February to May fell considerably 
in price which has been admitted by plain- 
tiffs, and in the hearing of the 5th. Jaly their 
witness, ‘l'onomara’s banto, Fukushima Chinji, 
stated that those silks from Feburaary to May 
were worth only from about $700 to $630. 

Notwithstanding this the plaintiffs deny 
ever having uested defendant to cancel 
the contract. But it is qnite clear that the 
plaintiffs were losing money and the defendant 
was making a profit. There is of course no 
evidence who asked to have the contract 
cancelled, but it is quite clear from the fact 
that plaintiffs were the losers and defendant 
the gniner that the plaintiffs were the ones 
who did so. 

2.—I have shown in the above argument, 
that if the original contract had been carried 
out the defendant's profit and plaintiffs’ loss 
for each 100 catties would have been about 
$150. 

Therefore if all the goods had ‘been deliver- 
ed there would be about $1,500 profit and 
loss. 

Therefore in order to get this contract 
cancelled the plaintiffs had to give the defen- 
dant the promise to lend him 5,000 yen, 
before he consented to give them his note 
for $1,987, and if the plaintiffs had refused 
to give the defendant the said promise the 
defendant would certainly have refused to 
cancel the original contract. 

The matter is therefore a compromise. 

Again the plaintiffs in their argument say 
that the argument to lend defendant the 
5,000 yen was dated the 10th. July and that 
the contract had expired one month previous. 
Bat this is easily explained, becanse the 
defendant being a man of Saitama ken did 
not live in Yokohama but« nly came occasion- 
ally, and he did not exchange documents 
with the plaintiffe until that day, becanse 
he had not come to Yokohama before, but the 
arrangement had been made verbally long ago. 

3.—The plaintiffs’ saying that they carried 
out their part of the contract to give 5,000 
n by giving defendant the eum of $950 
is just like a man selling bamboo wood, and 
a beer a horse and I will prove this as 
follows : 


What kind of money is that which the 
plaintiffa promised to lend to the defendant 


and what kind are the $950? The former 
is a mere loan, while the latter is an advance 
made on silk. No matter how smart the 
plaintiffa’ attorney is in argument the charac- 
er of the transactions is different, therefore 
he cannot insist that the $950 were an 
advance made under the 5,000 yen agreement. 
4.—The plaintiffs state in their argument 
that as the amount $1,987 has come ont of 
the original contract being balance on these 
transactions they have the right to demand 
8 per cent interest thereon as fixed in the 
original contract. But as the defendant gave 
the note for $1,987 in exchange for plaintiffs, 
promise to lend him money both parties are 
well aware that no interest was to be o! 
panies by no interest being 
named in the document itself. 

If the plaintiffs’ attorney doubte this let 
him look at the document for $950, there he 
will find the interest clearly fixed at 1 per 
cent. per month and in No. 4 8 per cent. have 
been fixed while in the $1,987 case nothing 
is fixed which oat shows the thing. 

Therefore the plaintiffs have no right 
whatever to demand any interest on the 
grounds that the $1,987 were a balance out 
of the original contract. 

Mr. Uchiyama made a brief reply to this 
argument whereupon the court gave the 
following. 


which is also 


JupaMeEnt. . 


In this case the three principal points are: 

1.—For how long a period of time was the 
original contract made. 

2.—If the plaintiffs did not lend defendant 
the 5,000 yen as agreed, does this absolve 
defendant from his obligation to pay them 
the balance dae them by him. 

8.—Is the defendant bound to pay interest 
to the plaintiffs on the amounts of their 
Exhibits 1 and 2. ? 

As to the first point the contract speaks 
for itself, for in the second article thereof it 
is clearly mentioned that it is a contract for 
silk shipments during one year i.e. from 
Jane 1879 to May 1880, and no longer. 

Regarding the second point the defendant 
states that the value of silk had considerably 
fallen in February or March 1880 (during 
contract-time) so that the plaintiffs would 
have sustained a considerable loss if silks 
had been delivered to them at the price 
agreed upon in the original contract. That 
the plaintiffs therefore requested the defen- 
dant to cancel the ssid contract. That the 
defendant agreed to do so upon the plaintiffs 
promising him the benefit of a loan not ex- 
ceeding yen 5,000. That this loan was to be 
made on the 30th. September and that the 
defendant was on the same day to pay plain- 
tiffa the amount of his promissory note for 
$1,987, and that written ents were ex- 
changed between the parties to this effect on 
the 10th. of July. That the defendant had 
not paid plaintiffs the balance, becanse they 
on their part had not lent him the money as 
promised by the 30th. of September. 

However plaintiffs’ agreement of the 10th. 
of July cannot be considered as having been 
made in consideration of the defendant's 
cancelling the original contract, because that 
expired by itself at the end of one year, as 
shown above. 

Besides the defendant's attorney admits 
that the defendant came to Yokohama in 
March, and then goes on to say that it was 
at that time agreed to cancel the original 
contract although written ments were 
not exchanged until the 10th. of July. The 
latter part of this statement however cannot 
be taken into consideration by the court, as 
it is not supported by any proof. 
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Now if we examine the plaintiffs agreement, 
we must take it to bea document promising 
aloan not exceeding yen 5,000.00 by the 
30th. of Sptember on account of future silk 
transactions between the parties. If this 
be the case it can not be said that the plain- 
tiffa committed a breach of contract, for 
they lent the defendant the sum of $950, 
on the 28th of September, as stated by their 
attorney. If on the other hand we consider 
that the plaintiffs gave the promise without 
any reference to silk transactions, and merely 
promised to lend the defendant a sum not 
exceeding yen 5,000—for an unlimited period 
of timo and without interest (for neither are 
stated in the document itself) it would be- 
come nothing more than a promise of friend- 
ly assistance, and the plaintiff could then 
not be blamed for refusing to lend the money 
if afterwards circumstances prevented them 
from so doing. 

Berides the $1,700.20 at the amount of 
plaintiff's claim is not only the balance due 
them out of the original contract, but in- 
cludes balance of late transactions (exhibits 
2 and 3) and is therefore a balance of all the 
silk transactions they had with the defendant, 
as is clearly shown in the plaintiff’s petition 
and argument. 

The defendant is therefore not justified in 
denying plaintiff's whole claim by resting his 
defence on the Exh. No. 1. 

As to the 8rd. point the defendant insists 
that even though he be forced to pay plain- 
tiffs the principal of the promissory note, 
he is not obliged to pay them interest there- 
on, becanse nothing of the kind is stipulated 
in that document. But the defendant has 
already admitted that the amount of his 
promissory note is the balance out of silk 
transactions under the original contract, and 
in article 8 of that contract it is mentioned 
that interest shall be charged at 8 per cent. 
per annum; and by that article it appears 
that from the original amount of 4,000 yen 
lent to the defendant the shipments of silk 
shall be deducted at the rate of yen 135 per 

ical adding the 8 per cent. per annum 
Tnterest each time that such delivery takes 
place. This being the case there is no reason 
why the interest on the balance of the 
original loan of 4,000 yen agreed to in the 
original contract should cease, although in- 
terest be not expressly stipulated in defen- 
dant’s promissory note. The defendant's 
argument on this point therefore does not 
hold good. 


On the other hand no rate of interest has 
been fixed in Exhibits 2 and 3 while the 
plaintiffs claim interest at the rate of 8 per cent 
the rate stipulated in the original contract. 
But what is stipulated in one contract cannot 
hold good for another. However, the defend- 
ant must pay leal interest at the rate of 
6 per cent. on these amounts commencing 
from the date when the plaintiffs filed their 
petition. 

The court therefore gives judgment in 
favour of the plaintiffs and orders the de- 
fendant to pay them the sam of $1,700.20 

ther with intcrest as specified above and 
orders both parties to bear their own coats. 


YOKOHAMA SAIBANSHO. 
October Ist., 1881. 


Tur Mai Nichi Shinbun remarks that through 
the exertion of some rich merchants at Yo- 
kohama the silk question will be peacefully 
settled ; porticulars of the arbitration will be 
given as soon as obtained. 


TO THE NIOHI NICHI SHINBOUN. 


On the 4th instant you formulated certain 
charges against foreign merchants in justifi- 
cation of the establishment of the Rengo 
Kiito Niadzakarisho. Those charges were 
of a grave character, imputing certain acts 
some of which are little, if at all, short 
of criminal offences; they were utterly 
untrue; and they were calculated, and 
specially intended, to arouse among the 
people of the interior, a feeling of suspicion, 
distrust, and hatred of and against a few 
foreign merchants, who have been honestly 
striving to increase the commerce of Japan 
and to promote the general prosperity. 

On the following day we traversed and 
explained away every charge you had so 
recklessly preferred ; and appealed to your 
sense of justice to give as equal publicity 
to the justification of foreign merchants as 
you had done to the accusations which called 
forth the defence. We appealed to you as 
men wortby of the name, and in the sincere 
belief that you would, in common fairness, 
withdraw the charges you had made, or seek 
and publish evidence to substantiate them. 
You have allowed two entire days to pass by, 
a long time in matters of so much moment, 
and. your issues of the 7th. and 8th. instant 
contain no reference whatever to the matter. 

We now assnre you, in plain terms, that 
you have been guilty of publishing a series 
of unjustifiable libels upon foreign mer- 
chants ; and that you have neither the manli- 
ness nor sense of fair play to correct your 
error, or even to attempt its justification. 
You thought you could stab in the dark with 
safety ; formulate serious libels in a language 
all the country can understand confident 
that their refutation can not be read; and, 
to crown your treachery, and seal your 
infamy, when your libels are exposed you 
seek refuge in—silence. 

Better for us all to understand the stuff 
of which some of the conductors of the 
Japanese press are made, and the injury they 
can do to the nation and to ns for all time in 
order to serve an unworthy and utterly con- 
temptible means to their personal advantage ; 
because, knowing what sort of treatment we 
have to expect, we may guard ourselves af 
best we may, knowing that in Japan the 
Press is a synonyn for DisHoNovn. 


RESTRICTIONS UPON TRADE. 


N the Mai Nichi Shinbun of 6th instant 
appeared the following :— 


Norics. 


We hereby notify prodacers of and denlers 
in silk in the producing districts, that in 
consequence of a difficulty baving arisen 
between the Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho at 
Yokohama and the foreign merchants of the 
same place, that at a special meeting of the 
Ginko Shukwaizho (Bank Association) held 
on the 3rd. instant, a resolution was passed 
that all banks belonging to this association 
shall henceforward decline to make any ad- 
vances whatever on raw silk, &. (to be con- 
veyed from the producing districts to Yoko- 
hama) consigned to any person not being a 
member of the Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho ; 
and that this resolution remain in force until 
the difficulties are brought to an end. 

All national banks of any importance be- 
long to the Ginko Kwaisha, and foremost 
among them is said to be the Shokin Ginko, or 
Specie Bank, an active promoter of this 


resolution, The Shokin Ginko is a govern- 
ment institution: it was created by govern- 
ment order; one third of the capital was 
openly subscribed, and the remainder guaran- 
teed, by the government. 

Of the paper-issning national banks many 
are directly government ‘institutions; and 
their acts must be regarded as the acts of the 
government, for how can we separate the 
government from the notice published in 
the Mai Nichi Shinbun ? 

We may here point to tho charge recently 
made against foreign shipping companies of 
refusing to carry produce shipped by 
Japanese direct without the interven- . 
tion of a foreigner; a charge quickly de- 
clared to be a fabrication. ile this 
false report was being circulated to pre- 
jadice the action of foreigners, Japanese 
direct traders negotiated drafta against 
direct shipments with foreign banks, upon 
bills of lading granted by foreign shipping 
companies ; all in the usual course: and the 
native bankers, in return for the considera- 
tion their countrymen had received, proceed 
to declare that they will refuse to advance 
against silk to be sent to Yokohama, unless 
the silk be consigned to one of twenty-six 
brokers who have formed a combination to 
monopolize the whole trade with foreign 
merchants resident in this settlement. Is 
the conduct of the banks legal or otherwise ? 
Tllegal we believe, because, if their action 
involves the government, such interference 
is an open violation of the rights granted by 
treaty, and re-affirmed by the convention of . 
1866; section IX thereof providing :— 

In conformity with the treaties concluded 
between Japan and the aforesaid powers, and 
with the special arrangements made by the 
envoys of the Japanese government in their 
note to the British government of the 6th 
June 1862, and in their note to the French 
government of the 6th October of the same 
year, all the restrictions on trade and inter- 
course between foreigners and Japanese 
alladed to in the said notes, have been entire- 
ly renoved, and proclamations to this effect 
have already been published by the govern- 
ment of Japan. 

The latter, howevor, do not hesitate to de- 
claro that Japanese merchants, and traders 
of all classes, are at liberty to trade directly, 
and without the interference of government 
officers, with foreign merchants, not only in 
the open ports of Japan, but also in all 
foreign countries. 

If the Machigaisho and Rengo Kiito Ni- 
adzukarisho, two institutions under the same 
control and belonging to the same people, 
are not placing “restrictions on trade and 
intercourse between foreigners and Japan- 
ese,” what are they doing? What else is the 
object of their existence in open defiance of 
“the proclamations to this effect alread 
published by the government of Japan af 
To assist the projects of these institutions, the 
Ginko Kwaisha issues a notice openly placing 
restrictions upon trade intercourse; and, this 
is seemingly the interference of government 
officers with foreign merchants, expressly 
declared in the second paragraph of section 
IX of the convention of 1866 to be pro- 
hibited. 

‘We now come to later events wherein 
equally strong definitions of what con- 
stitutes interference have been «riven. When 
foreign merchauts complained of the ac- 
tion of the Kiito Aratame Kaisha, what 
was the substance of H. E. Oxoma’s 
notification of December 18, 1873? It 
was that all people may freely enter into 
dealings with foreigners; and * Farther, no 
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obstacles are to be offered to the denlings of 
persons not belonging to a guild in respect of 
the transmission of their goods to an open 
port.” Sir Harry Parges, in forwarding the 
translation of this notification to the Cham- 
ber of Commerce, made the following signi- 
ficant comments, which we reproduce in fall 
as a guide in the present state of affairs. Sir 
Harry Parkes wrote :— 

His Excellency also forwards a notification 
of which I enclose a translation, in which 
interference on the part of this or other 
guilds with the free action of dealers not 
belonging thereto, is distinctly forbidden, 
and he adds the assurance that the Japanese 
government will diligently take ‘measures for 
the removal of these obstructions to trade of 
which the foreign representatives have com- 
plained. ‘ 

We conceive it does not require- any 
special knowledge to perceive that when a 
government bank issues a notice in distinct 
opposition to the government notification 
of December 18th, 1873, and in violation of 
all treaty stipnintions for freedom of trade 
intercourse, the question becomes one for 
immediate diplomatic intervention. 

We stand upon the trenties. If certain 
conditions may be disregarded at the con- 
venience of individuals, and the government 
are either unable or unwilling to correct the 
abuse, the sooner the treaties are declared 
at an end the better. All will prefer the 
entire abrogation of treaties which operate 
only to their prejudice ; restrictions imposed 
upon us being rigidly enforced, while the 
scanty rights conferred pon us are 
openly ignored. Better far that these 
conventions should come to an end, than 
that they should be contemptuoualy broken 
at the will and pleasure of the twenty-six 
monopolistsa, who insolently defy the pro- 
clamations of their own government under 
the plea of being engaged, not in restricting 
commerce for their own parposes and gain, 
but in‘the recovery of lost commercial rights : 
rights which neither they, the government, 
nor foreigners can define. 

We repeat that the case is sufficiently 
serious to call for inatant protest by 
the foreign representatives; and such action 
should be respectfully urged upon them by 
public memorial. Aun objection to this course 
may ‘be raised to the effect that a memorial 
or. the silk question has been forwarded to the 
ministers and remains unanswered. On the 
6th November 1873 Mr. WiLKIN addressed 
the ministers in reference to the Kiito 
Aratame Kaisha, and on December 18th the 
notification asked for was issued. The me- 
morial in reference to the present silk com- 
bination was dated in July, nearly three 
months ago. The impatience of the memo- 


_ Yialists at the delay in replying to so simple 


a document is more than justified. 


_—SS 


SECOND ADDRESS FROM THE FOREIGN 
MERCHANTS OF YOKOHAMA TO THE SILK 
DEALERS AND PRODUCERS OF JAPAN 
AND TO THE JAPANESE PEOPLE GENER- 
ALLY. 


In their former address the foreign mer- 
chants reapectfully requested all who are 
concerned in the prosperity of the trade in 
silk, or in any other commeree, to consider 
the danger of entrusting monopolists with 
the management of business. 

They were led to make this appeal to the 
producers of and dealers in Silk, not only 
because they have respect for the intelligence 


of that class, but because the Japanese people 
generally have lately manifested much in- 
dignation with the efforts of a few mono- 
polists to obtain control of certain industries 
and properties in which the public have a 
uatoral interest, 

The foreign merchants had then, and have 
still, reason to apprehend that the Rengo 
Kiito Ni-adzukari-jo was bot a new form of 
monopoly, and that the effects of its success 
woald he that the business of ordinary men 
would be devoured by a few rich or powerfal 
persons, to the final disadvantage of all 
others. 

The membera of the Rengo Kiito Ni- 
adzukari-jo have loudly declared however 
that, in this respect foreigners are too suapi- 
cions, and that their association had no such 
objects, and could have no such effects. 

Under these circumstances, and inasmuch 
as men’s real motives are not always dis- 
coverable at the first step, while fature 
results xve never quite certain, it might ap- 
pear like obstinacy for foreigners to insist 
on the correctness of their view. Time will 
surely show whether their suspicions were 
correct or not, and in the meanwhile the dis-, 
cnasion of this point may be postponed. , 

The present address will therefore deal 
with other matters, upon which it is im- 
portant that the public should have correct 
information. 

These matters are contained in a pamphlet’ 
lately issned by the Kiito Urikomi-doiya of 
Yokohama. . 


dealers of Yokohama against the foreign 
merchants have been undefined. It is 
true that some of the Japanese news-' 
papers have noticed the subject. But most 
of these journals are so bitterly hostile 
towards foreigners, and care so little abont: 
either trnth or good manners, when foreigners 
are concerned, that their statements were 
regarded as too foolish and uncivilized to 
require any answer. i 

It is probable that such malignant state-! 
ments mislead some ignorant people, and 
promote enmity when friendship would be 
more reasonable ; but they cannot long deceive 
any one who is intelligent or who cares to 
ascertain the truth, and these last are the’ 
only kind of people who deserve considera-' 
tion. 

At last, however, the Silk dealers of Yoko- 
hama have declared their reasons for uniting 
to change the customs of the trade, and it 
seems expedient for the foreign merchants 
to take some notice of them, lest their silence 
should lead some honest men in Japan to 
suppose that these statements are trae. 

The foreign merchants therefore solicit 
the attention of the public to the following 
circumstances. 


1.—That the accusations made by the 
Kiito Urikomidoiya are vague and general, 
inatead of being defincd and specific, as all 
accusations of wrong-doing ought to be. No 
examples or instances are given, but the 
abuses complained of are merely said to be 
“too great for description.” 

2.—That all foreigners equally are accused 
as if all were alike, or at least of one family, 
instead of being of many different nations, 
and quite independent of each other in their 
actions, as in fact they are. It would be 
plainly absurd for a foreigner not to dis- 
tingaish between honest men and robbers in 
Japan, but these silk dealers decline to make 
any such distinctions among foreigners. 

3.—That the statements which you are 


asked to accept as facts, are not accompanied 
by the least evidence, but are mere assertions 


which you are expected to swallow without 
examination. 

4.—That, when reform in the silk business 
is thought to be desirable, it is not the silk 
sellers in Yokohama who propose to bear any 
of the inconveniences connected withit. These 
inconveniences are to fall on the foreign 
buyer, and on the native producer of silk. 
Bnt the prosperuus commission agents of 
Yokohama, (many of whom were poor men 
only a few years ago, though now they are 
bank proprietors) are not to suffer in the 
least degree. On the contrary, they are to 
have more power and less trouble than before. 

The foregoing reflections will readily occar 
to any one who carefully reads the document 
we are now considering; and they will- 
natorally snggest the question whether the 
accustions against foreigners contained in it 
are true or false. 

Now the foreign merchants wish to declare 
emphatically, that, as far as the majority of 
their number are coneerned, and co nently 
as far as the greater part of the silk business 
is concerned, most of the statements made by 
the Kiito Urikomi-doiya are shamelessly and 
outrageously false. 

It is not the duty of those who are accused 
to prove themselves innocent. Itis for those 
who make accusations to prove that they are 
just. On this occasion, however, the foreign 
merchants will attempt to show the falsity of 
the charge made by the Kiito Urikomi-doiya 
by enquiries respecting the statements con- 


| tained in their declaration. 
Hitherto the grievances of the native Silk’ 


1.—They pretend that foreigners have 
hitherto controlled the silk trade so that they, 
the silk dealers, and the country generally 
have suffered losses. But how is it possible 
that buyers of silk could ever “compel” 
sellers to deliver merchandise for inspection 
or for any other purpose P If silk has been 
for twenty years delivered into foreign go- 
downs for inspection and for final adjustment 
of price and weight, must there not have 
been some better reason for such a practice 
than “violence” or “intimidation” on the 
part of the buyers P 

Ts it not evident that, if what the Urikomi- 
doiya say on this point were true, the silk 
business in Yokohama would have ceased 
long ago, immediately after the first trans- 
actions? Can any one believe that these 
commission agents have suffered for twenty 
years from outrage and injustice on the part 
of their customers, and yet in the meantime 
have grown from being poor and humble 
men to be rich and powerful ? 

Possibly, however, their distress is not on 
their own account, but on behalf of the pro- 
ducera and country merchants. But is it 
true that silk basiness has been unprofitable 
to the people of the interior P Does not 
every one know the coutraryP And if the 
foroign bayer of silk has been obliged to 
protect himself against irregularity and 
fraud by getting the silk into his own premises 
before finally settling the quality, weight, or 
price, by whose fault does thia Eeppen? 

Is it not well known that silk very seldom 
conforms to the sample shown or to the 
external appearance, and that any foreigner 
who buys it without careful inspection some- 
where else than in the seller’s honse, is 
nearly sure to be deceived P Is it reasonable 
to suppose that foreignera would take all 
this trouble, and keep special places and 
expensive men solely for this work, if they 
were not compelled to do so by the dishonest 
practices of the sellers P 

And when these same men suddenly sa: 
that deliveries to foreign godowns halt 
cease, and/settlements shall hereafter be made 
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in the Japanese town, can it be expected that 
buyers should immediately forget all their 
former experience and have full confidence 
that heseatice 


r all business shall be honestly 
done P 


Again admitting that some neutral inspec- 
tion place were expedient, is it necessary, or 
considerate, that it should be so placed, and 
so managed, that every possible inconvenience 
and annoyance should be inflicted on the bay- 
era, while thesellers only gain advantage ? 

Farther, if out of such dishonest practices 
as these which are known to have long existed 
in the packing and selling of silk, some 
abuses on the part of a few foreigners have 
grown up, is it wonderfol that such should 
be the case? Abuses produce abuses, as 
wheat produces wheat. don no other remedy 
be devised for such sbuses than that the 
foreigners should be indiscriminately de- 
nounced as “ greedy robbers,” and that they 
alone, those who have always acted honorab- 
ly not being excepted, should be now called 
to make all the concessions necessary for 
reform? Would it not be more reasonable 
to begin the reform where the abuses began, 
and then call on the foreigners to nssist. 

2.—It is said that some foreigners get silk 
into their bands not by way of purchase, but 
in order to sell it first by telegrams and after- 
wards to buy it. Without asking whether 
all foreigners, or even many of them, acted 
in this way, or whether it is reasonable to 
accuse a whole community for the acts of a 
few persons, let us ask how is it possible that 
this thing could have been done to any 
extent, or could have been submitted to more 
than once by the silk sellers ? 

There is nothing improper or anusual in 
making a purchase or a sale conditional upon 
telegraphic reply, any more than upon any 
other fature event. Such transactions occur 
every day all over the world. They are not 
unknown in Japan. In import business 
between foreigners and Japanese the same 
thing is done every day. The only thing 
requisite to make such business quite legiti- 
mate is that the two parties shall agree to do 
itin this way. Letus suppose that a Silk 
merchant, having bought or contracted for a 
quantity of Silk in the country at a certain 
price, finds, on getting it to Yokohama, that 
the market is dall. What is more nataral 
than that he should tempt the foreign buyer, 
add try to raise prices, by offering to send a 
lot of silk to the foreign godowns with tho 
condition that it may remain there for a week 
or more under offer 

If this be done, and the delivery be re- 
ported as a sale, other merchants are led to 
buy and the market price rises for the time. 
It may fall afterwards, on the return of the 
silk sent to the foreigner, bat meanwhile 
the native speculator sells his other silk pro- 
fitably, and in the end has gained more, or 
lost less, than if he had kept the ‘whole 
quantity unsold. All this is likely to have 
taken place. But where is it wrong or 
oppressive on the part of the foreigners ? 
The outcry which is made on the subject 
does not prove any wrong whatever. And if 
there were any wrong in the transaction on 
the foreigners’ part, has not the silk dealer 
an immediate remedy in his own hands? 
Can he not at once claim either the return of 
his silk or payment for it? With foreign 
courts open to him, and every honest man on 
hia side, is it necessary for him to cry in the 
streets, or to denounce as thieves other 
foreigners who have not injured him? Can 
he not at least refuse to deal a second time 
with any person who has once ill-treated 
him? How oan any sensible man believe 


that such complaints as this aro genuine, 
or that the whole country must be dis- 
turbed about such a matter? Is it not 
clear that people who ory in public and 
scold every body about grievances which they 
have themselves created and which the 
themselves alone can remedy, are very aeak 
and very silly, or else are mere pretenders ? 
Is it possible that the people of Japan will 
allow a great.commerce to be thrown into 
confusion, and will endure losses, in order 
that such persons shall flourish ? Would it 
not be at least pradent to wait until the 
facts can be calmly investigated ? 


3.—It is said that foreigners who have 
taken silk into their godowns upon offer, or 
\for inspection, sometimes borrow money upon 
it before paying for it. Can any rational 
person believe that banks are so foolish as to 
lend foreigners money upon other people's 
property P What security would they have 
if they did so? How could they recover the 
loan when the property was returned to the 
silk dealer? Would the man who borrowed 
money in such a way be likely to be able ina 
few days to repay it? If any foreigner were 
known to act in this way he would be liable 
to imprisonment and disgrace. Ought not 
those who make such an infamous accusation 
to feel bound to offer strong and clear proof 
of it, and carefully to distinguish the offender 
from all honest men ? Is it just to accuse a 
whole community indiscriminately of such 
shameful conduct? A great many foreigners 
have lost large sums of money by similar 
rascality on the part of Japanese. But what 
woald be thought of any fornigner who, in 
consequence of such frauds, accused the whole 
Japanese people of being swindlers? Would 
not such absurd conduct deprive the victim 
of all consideration and sympathy ? 

4.—It is stated that by tho new rules of 
weighing a great sum will be saved to Japan 
jevery year, while, under the illustration, it 
jis said that a certain 140 Bales weighed 93 
catties more by Japanese weighing than they 
did by the foreign weighing. But is it cer- 
tain that the Japanese method of weighing 
was right and the foreign method wrong 7 
Is it not quite possible that the contrary 
was the case? On this point the Urikomi- 
doiya are suspiciously silent, yet light weight 
and short measure are not uncommon things 
in Japan. 

In respect of silk it is well known that 
‘there is always a considerable loss in weight 
'on the sale of the silk in Europe, even under 
the most liberal methods of weighing in 
Japan. If foreign buyers or direct shippers 
jaro to have this loss increased by the new 
methods of the Rengo Kiito Niadzukari-jo, 
will they not be obliged to redace prices in 
Japan accordingly? How then can the sellers 
gain any money by the new method, and 
what is the advantage of a change which 
only yields angry disputations and general 
accusations of false dealing? If the figures 
stated by the Urikomidoiya are correct, the 
annual loss in weight by the old method 
amounts to no less than 5 per cent on the 
whole valae of silk exported. If Japanese 
lose this 5 per cent, foreigners must be sup- 
posed to gain it. But how then can any one 
explain the notorious fact that Japanese silk 
when sold in Europe always loses in weight ? 
What object can the Urikomidoiya have in 
making a statement with figures, which every 
merchant’s books would prove to be errone- 
ons? Is it possible that they have any 
private reason for trying to make the country 
merchants believe that when silk is sold to 
foreigners the usual loss in weight is 5 per 
cent F 


5.—It is now said that the prevention of 
the above named unjust (but quite imaginary) 
profits on the part of foreigners is the great 
object of the new rules, and that improve- 
ment of the quality of the silk is but an 
indirect or subordinate object. 

But why is this statement made to the silk 
owners in the country, when jast the opposite 
statement has been made to the foreign 
merchants? The latter are asked to believe 
chat the new rules were contrived chiefly for 
the improvement of silk, and not at all for 
the disadvantage of buyers. Is it not gus- 

icious that auch an entirely different reason 
18 given to the silk owners , Can foreigners 
be blamed for refusing to rely on the smooth 
promises of men who are 80 clearly inoon- 
sistent, and for mistruating a combination 
which offers such contradictory explanations 
of its intentions and ‘motives P 

If the new Bules are for the general benefit 
and not merely for the selfish advantage of a 
few persons, why is such double dealing as 
this considered expedient? If those who 
resort to such expedients are of honest 
purpose, is this mode of proceeding creditable 
to their intelligence ? 

6.—Another matter which has been tarned 
into an accusation against foreigners is that 
of the payments which Japanese, both sellers 
and buyers, make to the servants in the 
foreign merchant’s employment. Such a 
charge is not merely unjust, bat it is utterly 
shameless and impudent. For not only do 
foreigners get no benefits from such pay- 
ments, but they have always regarded them 
as a positive injury, because they know very 
well that such presents were originally made 
as a kind of bribe to induce their servants to 
act unfaithfolly ; and that whether they are 
still continued with the same purpose, or 
merely from custom, they are nevertheless 
bad and oorrupting in their nature, and 
cannot possibly be for the foreigners’ benefit, 

What then can be thought of people who, 
after themselves establishing such a vicious 
custom, now turn it into an accusation 
against those who have suffered by it? Oan 
even prejudiced men hesitate in condemning 
such flagrant misrepresentation P 

Finally, the Urikomidoiya beg the public 
not to allow themselves to be deceived but to 
investigate the facts. This is precisely what 
the foreign merchants desire. If the public 
will bat attend to this request, in which both 
parties seem to unite, the foreign merchants 
will rejoice. For they have made no effort 
and have no motive, to deceive. They do 
not attack any one. They do not propose to 
reform the objectionable practices of the silk 
dealers of Yokohama by force, or by arbit~ 
rary, insulting, and ‘unjost proceedings. 
They do not denounce the sellers of silk as 
if they were all of the same character. They 
do not make improbable assertions without 
proof, neither do they ask the public to 
swallow transparently untrue statements on 

triotic considerations. 

All that they have asked. is that, before the 
public approves and supporte the proposed 
changes in the silk business, they will 
examine the facts of the case, and consider 
whether such changes are expedient, and 
whether those who promote them are sincere. 

The foreign merchants earnestly and 
honestly declare that they are not opposed to 
reform. They are ready to cooperate, even 
at inconvenience to themselves, in any pro- 
perly arranged measures for that object. 
Daring the last twenty years they have con- 
stantly advocated reforms in the silk trade, 
They have had very little assistance from the 
! Urikomi-doiya, bat they have the pleasure of 
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Oot. 18, Jap. str. Genkai-Maru, Comner, 1,917, for 
Shanghai and porta, Mai's and General, des- 
patohed by M. B, Co. 

Oct. 12, Mrit. str. Ardantione, Jag. Walker, 411, for 
Nagasaki, Ballast, despatched by 41. B. Co. 

Oct. 12, Jap. str. Sumida-Maru, Hubenet, 896, for 
Kobe, Mails and General, despatched by,M. B, 


knowing that their efforts have not. been quite 
fruitless. On their suggestions the quality 
of several kinds of silk has been mach im- 
proved:in the country and the value thereby 
enhanced. Many producers of silk have 
honourably executed the reforms which the 
foreigners have urged. The foreign mer- 
chants have highly appreciated such action, 
and are disposed, in every way to promote 
further reforms. They heartily desire to 
assist in the development of the silk trade 
so thatall engaged in it, both natives and 
igners may rejoice in its prosperity. 

But they feel obliged to resist the present 
proposals and rales of the Rengo Kiito Ni- 
adzukari-jo not only because they are put 
forward in ah arbitrary manner, but because 
they impose unreasonable inconvenience upon 
buyers; because they appear intended to 
restrict trade rather than to promote it; and 
because it is incredible that changes of 
cnstoms honestly: designed for the general 
advantage should be proposed in sacha way, 
or should need to be explained or justified by 
defamatory misrepresentations such as those 
which. are herein. exposed, and which are 
now submitted to the judgment of all fair 
minded men. 

Yokobama, October, 1881. 


Hhipping. 


ARRIVALS. 


Oct. 10, Jap. str. Takasago-Maru, Young, 1,280, from 
Honebong via Kobe, Mails and General, to M. 


Got. 10, Brit. str. Ardantiene, Jas. Walker, 41), from 
Nagasaki, 6th inst., Coals, to M. B. Co. 
Oot. 11, Brit. str. Gaelic, Kidley, 1,704, from San 
isco, Mails and General, to O. & O. Co. 
Oot. 11,. Brit. str. Castello, Costes, 1,485, from 
Shanghai, Oct. 6th, General, to Smith, Baker & 


Got. 12, Jap. str. Shario-Maru, Kilgour, 800, from 
Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 

Oct. 12, Jap. str. Kokonoye-Maru, Dithlefsen, 1,138, 
from Hakodate, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 
Oct. 18, Jap. str. Aéroshima-Maru, Haewell, 1,870, 

Some Bheoghat and ports, Mails and General, to 

Oct. 16, Jap. str Hiogo-Maru, Walker, 896, from 
Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 

Oct. 14, Jap. str. Kumamoto-Maru, Drummond, 1,240, 
from Hakodate, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 
Oot. 16, Brit. ste. Breconshire, Williame, 1,265, from 
ray via Hoegkong, General, to Adamson, Bell 

& Co. | : 

Oct. 14, Froh. str. Mensaleh, Homery, 1,273, from 
Hongkong, Mails and General, to M. M. Co. 

Oct. 16, Jap. str. Shinagawa-Maru, Kilgour, 908. 
from Yokkaichi, General and Tea to M. B. Co. 

Oct. 16, Brit. str. Malacca, Weig)ell, 1,709, from 
Hongkong via Nagasaki, Mails aud General, to 
P. & 0. Co, 

Oct. 16, Brit. str. Altonower, Murray, 1,611, from 
London via Shanghai, 11th, General, to Smith, 
Baker & Co ‘ 

Oct. 17, Jap. barq. Kanagawa-Maru Ecketrand, 1,184, 
from Nagasaki, Coalr, to M. B. Co. 

Oct. 17, Jap. sir. Wakanowa-Maru, Christensen, 
1,300, from Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 

Oct. 18, Jap. barg. Kiinokuni-Maru, MacFarlane, 
960, from Nagasaki, Coals, to M. B. Co. 


DEPARTURES. 


Oct. 10, Jap. str. Hiogo-Maru, Thomas, 896, for 

Harodatee Mails and Goneral, despatohed by M. 
- Co. 

Oct. 11, Brit. str. Belgic, Davison, 2,627, for San 
Francisco, Mails and General, despatched by O. 
& O. Co. 

Oct. 12, Jap. str. Wakanoura-Maru, Christensen, 
1,800, for Kobe, Mails and General, despatched 
by M. B. Co. 

Oot. 12, Brit. str. Gaelic, Kidley, 2,704, for Hong- 
an Mails and General, despatched by Q, & 0. 
yO, 


Co. 

Oot. 15, Froh. str. 7hnass, Reynier, 1,735, for Hong- 
kong, Mails and General, despatched by M. M. Co. 

Oct. 16, H.8.M. corvette, Curacoa, Capt. Long, 2,383, 
14-guns, 2,300 H.P., 251 men, for the South. 

Oct. 15, Jap. str. Sharie-Maru, Davison, 800, for 
Kobe, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 

Oct.15, Brit. str. Castello, Coates, 1,485, for Mobe, 
General, despatched by Smith, Baker & Co. 

Oct. 15, Jap. str. Takasago-Maru, Young. 1.230, for 
Hongkong via Kobe, Mails and General, despatch- 
ed by M. B. Co. 

Oct. 16, Am. guu-boat Alert, Comd. Kempff, 600 
tons, 4-guns, 120-H.P., for Kobe. 

Oot. 15, Hrit. atr. Strathleven, Pearson, 1688, for 
New York via ports, Tea and General, despatched 
by Smith, Baker & Co. 

Oct. 15, Jap. str. Kokonoye-Maru, Dithlefsen, 1,133, 
ie Eacanntes Mails and General, despatched by 


PASSENGERS. 


Per Jap. str. Takasago-Maru, from Hongkong via 
Kobe:—Mr. Endicott, Mr. M. H. Robertson, Prof. 
W. J. Payne, and 4 Jupanese in cabin; 1 Enropean 
and 109 Japanese in steerage. 

Por. Brit. str. Gaelic, from.ten Francisco :—Mr. 
W. Collins and wife, Mr. L. Couverse and wife, 
Mr. Alfred Peldrum, Mr. E. Meregalli, Mr. John 8. 
(Cox, Mr. G. H. Earle and‘Revd. J. MoCormick in 
cabin. For Hongkong: Messrs. C. J. Holliday and 
James Williams in cabin, and 461 Chinese io 
8 


itesrage. 

Per Brit. str. Belgic, for San Francisco :—Mr. 
K. Piotrowski, Mr. J. F. Twombley, Revd. K. 
Fachs, Mr. H. M. Miller and wife, Mr. G. T. Marth, 
wife and infant, Messrs. G. C. Herbert, H. W. 
Deickmann, Jur., 8. L. Newman in cabin; 4 
Europeans and 513 Chinese in steerage. 

* Per Jap. str. Shario-Maru, from Kobe: -18 Japa- 
mese. 

Per Jap. str. Kokonoye-Maru, from Hakodate :— 
3 Catholic Priests and 150 Japanese 

Per Jap. str. Hiroshima-Maru, from Shanghai 
and porte:—Mr. and Mrs. Cox, Miss and Master 
Cox, Messrs. Jouslain. Morehouse, Reimers, Heise, 
Anger and 14 Japanese in cabin; 2 Europeans, 262 
Japavese, 1 Hindoo and'1 Chinese in steerage. 

Per Jap. atr. Genkat-Marn, for Shanghai :—Capt. 
Bowen, Mevars, A. M. Robertson, P. Davidson, John 
Pitman; and 2 Enropeaus. For Nagasaki: Mr. 
Olsen, Capt. Geo. Hay and 1 Japanese woman. 
For Kobe: Messrs. Ruyter, Davis, Geo. Sale, Hong 
Sang, E. C. Kirby, 3 Japanese ; aud 1 Chicese. 

Per Jap. str Kumamoto-Marw from Hakodate :— 


steernge. i. 

Per Jap. str. Hiogo-Maru, from Kobe :—30 Japa- 
nese in steerage. 

Per Froh. atr. Menzaleh, from Hongkong :— 
Mesers. Vivanti, Alfred Smith, and 1 Indian. From 
Marseilles: Measra. J. D. Walker and eervant, 
Guérineau, and A. Mitchell. From Naples: Mr. 
Inselvini. From Siogapore: Mr. Wolfes. 

Per Froh. str. Tanatis, for Hongkong:—Mr. and 
Mrs, F. Frike and servant, Revd. J. Marin, Messrs. 
CG. A. Reed, Van der Osten, C. 0. Whitman, Y. Fasoya, 
Otto Reiff and Adolphe and Louis Maigre in cabin. 

Per Brit. str. Malacc:, trom Hongkong via Naya- 
saki:—Revd. A. H. Banow. Mess 8. J. Machelose, 
Francis Williams, Henry Stalley, A. McLachlan; 
and 4 Chinese. 

Per Jap. str. Takasago-Muru, for Hongkong via 
Kobe :—Mr. and Mrs. L. C. Masten, Master Young 
and 1 Japanese in cabin. i 

Per Jap. str. Wakanoura-Maru, from Kobe :— 
Messrs, W. Hillies, W. B. Dunn, O. Kelly, and 
Wilson in cabin; 1 European, 110 Japanese and 160 
convicts in steerage. 


REPORTS. 


The British steamer Ardautiene reports :—Left 
Nagasaki 5 pm., 6th inst. Experienced 8, to 8. W. 
winds with fine weather to Van Diemens straits 
when the wind shifted to the N.E. blowing fresh 
with confused sea. 8th wind ver ed tothe S.W. with 
rain and much thander and lightning, bar. 29.80 to 
Rook Island hence to port N. E. winds with fine 


Mr. and Mrs. Frank in cabin; aud 100 Japavese. ia, 


The Japanese steamer. Takasago-Marw rej <— 
Left Kobe at 7 p.m. 8thinst. Experier atrong 
N. wind with rain to Hievomesaki; afterwards wiod 
veered to the 8. and Wi with heavy: swell frent Nii. 
accompanied with mach raia, thanderand lightning. 
to Rock Ieland; thence to port N.E. winds with fine: 
weather. Arrived at.5 a.m. 10th. Passage 34 
houra. 

The British steamer Gaelic reports :—Left San 
Francisco at 2 p.m. on the 20th Sept. experienced 
moderate changeable winds across. Arrived at 
6 a.m. on the lith. Oot, Passage 194. days. 

The British steamer Castello reports :—Left: Shang- 
hai at 9.80 p.m. 6th inst. Experienced moderate 
weather with variable winds throughout. Arrived 
at 8 a.m. 11th. inst. 

The Japanese steamer Kokonoye-Maru reports :— 
Left Hakodate at 8 p.m. 9th inst. Experienced 
fresh §.E. wind with cloudy weather to Cape 
Devois; thence to Inobuoye fresh W. wind wits 
clear weather; thence to port variable winds with. 
cloudy weather. Arrived af 9 am., 12th inst 
Pageage 54 hoars. . 

The Japancee steamer Hivoshima-Maru.reporta :— 
Left Kobe at 6 p.m. 1ith. Experienced N.E. to E. 
winds with fine weather throughont. Arrived at 
12.80 18th inst. Passage $1 hears. 

The Japanese steamer Kumamoto-Maru reports :— 
Left Hakodate 4.30 p.m. 12th inst. Experienced 
moderate N. and N.E. winds with smeoth ses end 
fine weather throughout. Arrived st 4.p.m. 146b,, 
passage 47 hours. 

The Japanese steamer Hiogo-Maru reports :—Left. 
Kobe at 8 p.m. 12th, inet. Experienced light 8.E.. 
wind with thick hazy weather. Har. 30.15. Timers: 
day fresh breeze ftom E. Simenisaki at 7'psms 
weather. cleared. at 10. p.m. wind E.8.B., af .1.20- 
p.m. passed 8,, 8, Genkes-Mare off. Ise bay,; thesce: 
to port N. & H. winds with fine weather. Arrived 
at 10.60 a.m. 14th. inst. Passage 39 hoars. 


The British steamer Breconshire reporte :—Lef 
Hongkong 8 a.m., 8th, inet. Experienced etroug 
N.E. monsoon with high sea to North end of Formosa: 
from Van Diemens to coset Japen fresh N. aed N.B. 
with cloudy weather. Arrived at midmight,.14¢h, 
passage 6 days aud 16ihonre. 

The Frenoh steamer Mensoleh repurta:—Lefh 
Hongkong at 8 p.m. 8th. inst. rienced strong , 
N.E. monsoon: with high sea on China cosst; on 
Japan coast N. and N.E. winds with hazy weather. 
Arrived at 7 p.m. 14th inst, Passage eix days end 
four hours. 

The Japanese steamer Shinagawa. Mer reports :— 
Lett. Yokkaichi 2 pm. 18th inst. Experé 
strong S. W. winds with thiok. squally weather aad 
low barometer to Cape Segami wind shifted.to N.E. 
with rain. Arrived at 5 p.m. 15th passage 50 hours. 

The British steamer Aifontower reports :—Left 
Shanghai 6 s.m. 11th inst. Experienced’ calms. and: 
fine weather to Japan coast. To Hook: lsleod strong. 
8.W. and 8.E. winds with thick. rainy weather hence 
to port moderate aod. fine.. Arrived: at 2 p.m. 16th 
at noon. Thursday 18th iu Lat. 30°52 N. Long. 
125°40 E. passed a black painted hot and's fore 
and after of a ship’s hatoh probably Lelenging to 
8.8 Ash. 

The British steamer Malacea 3 - Left Hangs, 
kong on the 7th inet. at 2a.m. aud arrived at Nawa- 
saki on the 11th at 6 p.m. Could do no work as it 
was a holiday and the next mornivg it rained 
heavily till 9: o'clock preventing disebarge of cargo 
and ooaling. Left Ni i on the 12th, at 3 p.m 
and reached Akashi Straits on 14th at 2.p.m. pilot 
boat not being there, as appointed, was taken by 
the pilot in the direction of a light supposed to be 
his boat, but which turned out to be a light on shore. 
Unnded pilot in Mail boat at 3 am. hoisted up the 
boat and proceeded quite slow. Ebb tide was rum 
ning very strong which set the ship in abore, and 
a fleet of junks crossing the bow, had to eteady 
the helm to avoid a collision, when the ship took 
the ground, bat very gently, remaining quite 
upright. Laid out stream and kedge anebere 
and engaged 4 lighters from tbe shore. and 
discharged some Sugar, at same time soading 
to Hiogo for agsistance. At 9.30 a.m. floate! 
off and anchored, and shortly afterwards H. M. 
8. Comus came up. Signalled our thanks, and 
th»t the ship was afloat. The Comus passed olvse, 
under steam and sail, aad hailed us saying they 
were glad to see we were afloat and were off to 
Hongkong. Took in the Sugar and proceeded at 2 
p.m. Reaching Yokobama on the 15th at 10.30 p.m. 
Ship sustained no injury as the place where she 
grounded was soft shingle and sand. Her bettom 
‘was examined by a diver who pronounced no damage 


weather, Arrivod 7.80 am, 10th, passage 96 hours, ' done, 
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COMMERCIAL CIRCULAR. 
Youonama, Ocrozsa lon, 1881. 


“Showing Duties payable, ‘Prices realized, Quotations, and Estimated Sales of Goods in Yokohama, for the period of 15 days from 
9th. October 1881, to the 18th. October 1881, inclusive, 


IMPoRTS. 


The silk question éeetill unsettled and no transactions having taken place in the article, since our last repert, there has beom less gradually 


doing in Imports, until at this moment businees has almost come to a stand still. 
YARNS :—Sales:reperted amount to 935 Bales against 2,227 Bales for the preceding period; making a total for the year to date of 52,801 Bales 


—vis.: 31,871 Bales 16/24; 9,732 Bales 28/32 ; 1,472 Bi 88/42 ; 2,468 Bales doubled, and F768 Bales Indians. 


AR:—Rather wouker. 
SENE :—Dull market. 
-408-ibe-=>-]-Pieel. : 100 Dollars Mexican = 811 Silver Boos. 


DUTY PAID. 


DUTY CALCULATED 
IN 
MEXICAN DOLLABS. 


ESTIMATED SALES. 
(From 9th. October to 18th. October. 


COTTON PIECE GOODS. 


0.0241 10 yds. |$ % pc] $2.55 @ 3.50 —.__ pieces 
0.0241 4, 5 1.774 @ 1.90 —,, | 1.00 @ 8.00 800 as 
Satins (cotton) site ee, 0.0668 a by toe oa — » 
Shirtings, Grey, i . ti SH ——— Ppel 1- ‘ — ve 
” » " ae 39 ,, 0.0281 a _— 1.75 @ 2.85 — ” 
a » ~©=— 884, 48 0.0821 322———_,, | 225 @ 2.75 18,500 FA 
1, Ciath, sein. 6 ibs.” Sroghueg 1.20 @ 1.60 : 
: . —— ” . — * 
= 7 $0.01 » » Tagg | 165 @ 1.75 1,00 ” 
Turkey Reds, 24 yds. 80 in. u te. ar, ” _— - 
” 4» an 1.874 @ 1.724 400 » 
» +34 ine - 0.0341 ,, », » —— » 
4 oo» —— » | 160 @ 2.20 = ” 
Velvets (black) 35 ,, 22 0.0643 ,, 5, 710 @ 740 4, 570 o 
Victoria Lawns, 12 ,, 0.0821 4, .»5 ” 0.60 @ 0.80 a nf 
Cotton Italians, 85 ,, 0.0648 4, »» Pyd.| 010 @ 0.15 ree ” 
COTION YARN. i 
Nos. 10@ 13 aR % po.| 27.75—— —— bales. 
» 12 —— _», | 2850—— — 3 
» 18 — , | 33.60—— se 3 
n» «22 24 6 ” 381.90 _—_ re 
» 16@ 2 reversed ——_ ,, | 3225— __— as 
» 16@ 28.65 @ 38.50 ,, 675 ” 
» 28@ 83 1.6077 P picul. | 38.25———_,, 100 » 
» 88@ 42 » | 89.00 @ 89.50 —_— » 
» 82 doubled — , | 86.00 @ 88.60 _—_— ae 
.» 4 40.00———_ 160 » 
ek —__ (i = » 
Indian No. 10 —- _—s, —_— A 
wn ow Xl — » Comey ” 
WOOLLENS AND MIX1 URES. 
Alpacs, 40 yés:32 fn... 0.0965 ° 10 yas. — . — 
Blankets, assorted .. _— Wie —_— 
» ” 1.6077 % picul. —__,, __— 7 
” vs 0.40}-—-——- ,, 100 — pieces. 
Cloth, all wool, @ aie 0.0965 "p 10 yds. —— ya] 080 @ 1.50 — 
» Pilots, 64 @ 64 —— ;, | 0.80 @ 0.60 — 
ns presente bt es 013915 under.55 in 40] —_— ,, 0.60 @ 0.70 _— 
a Union, 54@66,, 0.4019 exceeding 56 in, * 1 0.85 @ 0.60 — 
Italian Cloth, 92 in. . ¥ | in width ¥ 10 yas. —— 2 | 025 @ 040 eae 
Moussclines.de: Laine "0.09659 10 yds. | 0.154 @ 0.15% 4, | 0.16¢@ 0.195 re 
mt qogere tends jon @ ase | aig ish) _R0 
White, Jimpah, 7.40 @ 7.80 — 
ie , 680 @ 7.20 —— 
»  Kokfah, 0.8215 Ppicul. | 6.20 @ 6.60 _ 8,000 piculs stock. 
»  Kaungfun, ,, 5.60 @ 6.10 _——— 
»  Gmihpab, ,, 5 ee 480 @ res _ Ap boo casas 
420 @ 4.30 —_—— , new steok. 
Brown, Formosa, bags wget 0.1986 ,, ., 400 @ 416 ae 35000" od 
ny Amoy... ee aco tee oe ane -_—_ 
METALS &. 
Tron, Flat and Bound .  pel.] $2.60 @ $2.85 
a ted Nail-rods, (assorted), ——";, | 230 @ 38.10 
—— 2 | 140 @ 1.60 
—— 3 | 580 @ 6.00 
eee ” 
_—_—— _ » 8.80 @ 4.55 
—-F 480 @ 490 
—— Pease} 1.90 @ 1.94 Stock 245,000 cases, 
0.4019 % pical. —— F pel! 10.00 @ 15.00 
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STAPLILH BXPORTS. : 


SILK.—Onr last report was dated 10th. instant. the dispute between the Japanene silk gaild and foreign buyers still continues, there are however 
signs that the formor are likely to yield before long; the latter remain firm, being convinced that the very existence of their trade depends on the issue. 
A monopoly such as is sought to be established, it must be remarked, being quite contrary to the spirit of the treaties between the Japanese and foreign 
governments. 

Through the id no business whatever has been done since our last ; about 180 native bales have been received by foreigners direct from the 
country. The M. M. steamer Tanais hence on the 15th instant took 949 bales, about equally divided for the Continent and England, of these 628 bales 
were shipped by Japanese, the balance consisting of silk received direct from the country and purchases made before the present dispute commenced. 


No reliable quotations can be offered, those nominally given, being as far as can be ascertained the rate ruling between the Japanese themselves. 
Stock increases and is now estimated at 8,000 bales, all kinds comprised. 


Toran Mxrort Frou lst Juny to Dare. 1880-81. 1881-83 
London ., un. tee oee a 996 Bales. 1,877 Bales. 
France and Italy ae wee on one ar on tee ane * een 1,659 ,, 3,505 
United States ... we ove oes on ase on ove oe ove 1,850 ,, 1,397)» 

4,604 Bales. 5,179 Bales. 


TEA.—There is no change; business more or less sympathetic with silk and imports, and we may report business as for the time suspeneded. 


DESCRIPTION. PRICES PER PICUL. : BEMARKS. 
SILK :— 
Mayebashi; 14 2 Hanks ... eee sa ane soe eee $ 680 to 640 r picul. 
sf ¢ ‘s ° Gee OW AL HS wea! ian a othe es 610 to 625 aa } 
” 2 , ” coe aoe oe we ae on ren ie red ” 
we «Band lower... use cues tee ae an 
Kakedas; Good eta 650 to 670 Nominal. No business doing upon which to base 
Filatures; Best Rie cmtsig ~“yitabe wine Mga seeee tee 740 to 750 reliable quotations. 
» Good ane ei LR eR ee, To to 730 |, 
Hamatski; Mediam ... one eee eee eee eee eee 550 to — - 
Bendai and Oshia cae ids Sine g —t— 3} J 
TEA :— 
Common... swe oe oe wte ate ove on } $10.00 and under. 
Good Common ... ae on oe ane on on ae $12.00 to $14.00 
Medium ... or one one oo ave ove ane aoe $16.00 to $19.00 
Good Mediam ... ae a ae on ass ae see $20.00 to $24.00 Quotations for the moment remain unaltered. 
Fine on oe aoe see ase ane aes ae oo $25.00 to $29.00 
Finest... eee oe oy oe oo a on one $31.00 to $34.00 
Choice ... eas _ one eee aes a See ae $36.00 and upwards. 


EXCHANGE. 


The dispute between the new Japanese guild and the foreign silk buyers still continues and business in consequence is almest.at a complete stand 
still. Silver rose to 62} and closes at 62. Rates are almost nominal. 3 


On Lowpoy.—Bank Ox Honaxong.—- Bank. co | "lo disct, 
do. e 

‘ *) SAN FRawoisco.—Bank ...Sight so” ” 

’ i 91; 

*) New Yorr.—Bank ... oot 

” » ” .91$ 

" ‘ 

” 


Paper currency, 172 per $100. 
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Summary. 


UR last isane was dated October 20th- 

for transmission by the P. & O. 8. S. 

Malacca. The following mails have since 
been received. 

BEA yd be tate tet 


MM. 8. Tanais, Bept. 18... 
0. & 0. Gaelic, H'kong with L'don mail, Sept.24, 


And the following have been despatched :— 


Tas 8rd. inst. being the birth day of Hia 
Imperial Majesty the Mikado the day waa 


observed as‘a general holiday. The shipa in 
harbour were gaily dressed and on shore the 
national flag of Japan was everywhere visible. 
At Tokio there was:s grand review of troops 
in the morning at which His Majesty waa 
presented and in the evening there was an 
assembly at the residence of the foreign 
minister at which many foreigners were 
present. 

Tue silk difficulty: is still unsettled, and 
remains in much the same condition as 
when we last wrote. The native papers con- 
tinue to publish reports of the foreign as- 
sociation being auxious to.come to a com- 


.| promise, which, it is needless to say, are en- 


tirely without foundation, the “ wish bei 
father to the thought.” On the principle o 
the weakest going to the wall the Niadzuka. 
risho should surrender sooner or later; it is 
only @ question of timo; and signs are not 
wanting that they have not a sufficient 
quantity of powder and: shot.to earry on the 
war much longer. 

Tue much talked of, long ted fying 
squadron has-come and gone. The ships o' 
which it is composed entered this port on the 
2iet. ultimo under the usual salutes. The 
Japanese officials appointed to receive the 
young princes had been anxiously looking 
out for them but were nevertheless some- 
what taken by surprise. Asa natural conse- 
quence they were rather behind in their 
preparations and the princes did not land 
officially until the 24th. October, when they 
came-ashore eo quietly that very few, if any, 
of the foreign community had an opportunity 
of being — to “ weloome ‘ coming 


were held in their hononr, including a grand 
ball at the Koba Daigaku on the 27th. ult 
at whieh a large number of: foreigners were 
present, and of whieh ea fall report will be 
foand in another colamn. Their Royal 


Kxox, aged seven months and | Highnessos returned to Yokohama early on 


the morning of the 29th. ultimo and. reported 


themselves on board the Bacchunte. His 
Imperial Majesty the Mikado visited the 
flying squadron on the S8let. October and 
spent some time with the princes, re- 
turning to the capital in the afternoon. The 
squadron left Yokolama on the let. instant. 

Royat visits are not an everyday oecar- 
rence in this part of the world and perhaps 


99| it is well that they are not as they are rather 


costly luxuries. Numerous festivities were 
planned only to be nipped in the bud in 
consequence of the squadron leaving much 
sooner than waa anticipated. The regatta, 
however, which had been postponed from 
time to time, took place during their stay 
and was a complete success. 

Some sweeping changes in the Japanese 
cabinet have been announced. Many officials 
have mounted one or two rangs of the lad- 
der, others have sent in their “ resignations,” 
and a new department of state, the sanji-in, 
has been established. 

Waatevrr. doubts may have existed con- 
cerning the correct interpretation of the 
recent imperial decree are now set at reat. 
Av “official utterance” has been published 
by the native press that the nine years notice 
is not to be leasened by a single day. Those 
therefore who are anxious for the establish- 
ment of a Japanese parliament have no 
alternative bat to exercise that virtue 
which is only too often its own reward— 
patience. iy 

TE. nativa papers. have not fared well 
during the past. fortnight. Two or three 
of them have been suspended and cases are 
still pending against. several others. in the 
Tokio Joto Saibansho. We were at a loss to 
guess the reason of such high-handed mea- 
sures at first, but the mystery is now cleared 
up. The lackless prints have had rather too 
muck. to asy about General Kuroda in oon- 
nection with the Kaitakushi affair ; and that 
official. has taken .ateps.to bring the offenders 
to a.sense of their wickedness. 

Tue Portuguese residents are about the 
smallest section of the. foreign community 
but they pull well together and have recently 
shown one or two instances of the truth of 
the axiom “ Union is strength.” They are 
able to support a well conducted little news- 
paper amongst themselves which reflects 

credit on its energetic conductor. 
The Slst. ultimo being the forty-third 


annive! of the birth of their sovereign 
Don Luiz I. they observed. the. occasion with 
due hononr. A. banquet. was. given. at the 


Portuguese consulate at noon. under the pre- 
sidenoy of Mr. de Bavier, acting consul for 
Portugal, at which apwarda of thirty gnesta 
assembled. In the evening a new Portuguese 
club was inaugurated which commences its 
career under very favourable auspices and 
the committee are certainly to be congratu- 
lnted on their anocess in the face of so many 
difficulties. 
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Heading Articles. 


THE “ MAI NIOHI SHINBUN” IN 
TROUBLE. 


E have been much surprised at the 
receipt of a circular notice from the 
Mai Nicht Shinbun announcing that it was 
unexpectedly suspended at 10 p.m. last night, 
and that all farther publication of its issues 
of yesterday and the day before (18th. and 
19th. instant) had been strictly prohibited. 
We have carefally looked through tho 
copies on our office file and can find nothing 
that ought to have excited the wrath of a 
paternal, bat perhaps rather too sensitive, 
goverament except, it may be, a few lines of 
comment on the recent Imperial Decree. 
The article is rather to prolix for translation 
in extenso but its chief points seem to he :— 


1.—The edict should be properly under- 
stood and pondered over. 

2.—The time fixed for the establishment 
of a representative assembly (23rd. year of 
Meiji) should not be interpreted too literally : 
it should be taken to mean, not that the 
wished for parliament will be convened 
nine years hence, but that it may be sum- 
moned some time or other during the next 
nine years—that no greater delay than nine 
years will be incurred. 

3.—Those who desire to prove themselves 
faithful and loyal subjects should at- 
tend to the voice of Imperial instruction. 
They should see that government officials 
perform their daty by drawing up a plan for 
constitutional reform and impress apon them 
that the nation is prepared to receive a legis- 
lative assembly in a less space of time than 
that named, and urge them to convene one. 

4.—If officials draw up a new constitution 
the people must let them know the direction 
of public opinion. If this is not done sach 
new constitution will be imperfect, and both 
ministers and people will be responsible 
for ita defecta. - 

5.—A national assembly is not a machine 
for the government but for the people, and 
if the latter hold themselves aloof instead of 
boldly coming forward and expressing their 
wishes they will not discharge the duty 
they owe both to fheir sovereign and their 
country. 

This is the only item in either of the 
above issues of the Mai Nichi Shinbun 
which is at all likely to have been instra- 
mental in calling down the imperial wrath on 
ita devoted head. Being Englishmen, we can- 
not be expected either to understand or ap- 
preciate the advantages of that peculiar form 
of tyranny commonly called the consorship of 
the press. But if the foregoing may be taken 
as a sample of the manner in which it is 
worked all we can say is, that it is about the 
most suicidal policy that conld be possibly 
pursued. Here is the ruler of a coantcy just 
emerging from the darkness of a long night 
of ignorance and superstition, eager to em- 
brace the advantages of civilization and pro- 
gress. He puts forth an edict in which he 
almost invites public opinion to express itself; 
and then in the face of it, the very firat paper 
that ventures to comment in the mildest terms 
on the contents of the proclamation is 
effectually silenced. 

If no confidence or’ expression of opinion 
is to be interchanged between the govern- 
ing and the governed, the rnlers and theruled, 
there can be very little hope of any permanent 
happiness or prosperity for the nation. 
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We have already, more than once expressed 
our opinions very freely on this subject and 
therefore we need say little or nothing more. 
Whether the press of Japan is free or barked 
is a matter that does not affect usa single 
iota. As residents in the country however, 
we natarally take some interest in the 
welfare and progress of its people. We 
would therefore remind the “ powers that 
be” that welfare and progress cannot well 
exists apart from civil and political liberty, 
and that sach liberty is incompatible with 
a licensed press that dare not speak its 
own words. Finally, as we said only a 
short time since, public opinion can not be con- 
trolled; it will and must assert itself. 1t 
therefore only remains for the government 
of Japan to choose whether it shall do so 
through a corrupt, or an incorrupt source; 
by fair means or by foul, and the sooner 
such choice is made the better it will be for 
all concerned.— Oct. 19. ° 


THE ACTING CONSUL AND 
MR. WHITTALL. 


es correspondence between Mr. Epwarp 

Wurrratt and H.B.M. chargé d'affaires, 
published in other columns of this issue, 
will explain itself. With the merits of the 
proceedings against Mr. WairraLt, the deci- 
sion, the order in council, and the legality or 
otherwise of Englishmen being compelled to 
submit to the humiliation of taking outa 
license to live in the open ports of China and 
Japan, we know nothing and careless. This 
community, in common with others in China, 
ia very fond of declaiming abont the illegality 
of the “ poll tax,” and the indefensible reduc- 
tion, without the special sanction of parlia- 
ment, of the number of jurymen from twelve 
to seven or five or three as the case may be ; 
bat whon a test case arises, when by united 
action and liberal though not extravagant 
individual contributions, these vexed questions 
might be for ever set at rest by appeal to the 
highest legal authorities of our own country, 
those who were loudest in complaint, most 
independent in tone, most clamorous about 
“why don’t they do it,” suddenly sink into 
silence; nay, not infrequently change their 
minds aud declare that ‘ the poll tax is an 
easy let off” for home taxation ; and that a 
jury of five is a matter of wise expediency. 
Of such poltroons we have had more than 
enough experience, and prefer to fight our 
battles single-handed; nor can we feel any 
very earnest sympathy for one more courage- 
ous then the others who defends an action 
in this court, which is really a court of first 
instance, without an anflinching resolution to 
carry the matter further if by any possibility 
it can be taken to a higher conrt of appeal. 
Had Mr. Wuirtaty adopted this course he 
would have conferred a great favour on all, 
and he wuald have received from a few earnest 
meu ample encouragement and substantial 
assistance far in excess of his expecta- 
tions. For reasons of his own, however, he 
preferred to let the matter rest; and all that 
the public have to decide upon is, whether the 
acting consul treated Mr. WHITTALL with the 
courtesy and consideration due from an official 
in Mr. Donmen’s position to a resident in Mr. 
Wurttaty’s. 

Mr. Wuittatt is well known in Japan. 
For some years managing partner of the, 
eminent firm of Janpmge, Maraeson & Co., 
and lately established in business under 
his own name, Mr. Epwarp WHITIALL is bet- 
ter kuown and esteemed than it is possible 


for any- consular ‘officer to be, except some 
few of those who, attached to the service in 
the early years of our intercourse with Japan 
have remained in it ever since and 
eudeared themselves to residents by their 
courtesy and the manner in which they have 
properly softened the performance of their 
duties by due regard for the amenities of 
social life in a place where every resident is 
personally known to the others. No consajar 
officer, however zealous, could have imagined 
that Mr. Warrratt deliberately intended to 
brenk the law, or even to question its valid- 
ity. In past years he had daly registered 
himself in accordance with the notice 
annaally published, as purely indifferent to 
the five-dollar fee as the majority of us, and 
doubtless as regardless of the engraved license 
which declares him to bea British subject, 
and which asually finds its fitting receptacle 
in the nearest waste paper basket. Mr. 
Dozen, in common with those who have the 
pleasure of friendly personal acquaintance 
with Mr. WaITTaLt of many years standing, 
must have been well awaro of these facte. 
He knew that Mr. Wuirrat. had been 
absent for several months; that his neglect 
to perform the solemn rite of registration 
was doe to a doubt as to whether sach 
registration was necessary before next 
January; that reference had been made un- 
officially to Mr. Rosertsoy, formerly consul 
in Yokohama and now acting judge of the 
court for Japan. Taking Mr. Wauitrati's 
letters as an authority we find Mr. Doumen, 
in reply to Mr. WxITTALt’s question of whe- 
thor “Mr. HKopertrson had spoken to him 
about registering,” replying no; adding, in 
words to this effect, “If you do not register 
at once I will send you a sammons to-mor- 
row;" a threat which was literally carried 
out. The annoyance of Mr. Wuirratt upon 
recoipt of the summons is natoral; for it is 
clear a few words of preliminary explanation 
by Mr. Doumsn would have obviated the 
necessity for the arbitrary proceeding of 
which complaint is made. It is true Mr. 
Kewnepy does not hold this view. He says, 
“Any consal is perfectly justified in causing 
@ sammone to be served without previous 
warning upon any defaulter who is suppos- 
ed to know the law.” In this case Mr. 
WaittaL, had expressed a doubt as to his 
liability, and had taken measures to satisfy 
himself on the point; but Mr. Doumen, by 
at once instituting legal proceedings, afforded 
him no opportunity to decide upon the course 
he was bound to undertake. Mr. Kennepy’s 
ruling on this subject is strangely at variance 
with the General Instructions for British 
Consuls, which provide, among other things, 
that “ The consal will give his best advice and 
assistance, when called upon, to hor Majesty's 
trading subjects, quieting their differences, 
promoting peace, harmony, and good will 
amongst them &., &c.,” Had Mr. Donwen 
told Mr. Wuirtat, that no further delay 
could be permitted; that the law required 
him to register, and that, failing to do so 
within a day or two, he, as the executive 
officer, would be obliged to set the law in 
motion, Mr. WHITTALL would have had no 
cause whatever for complaint. It is the 
mauver not the matter of Mr. Donmen’s 
action ; we know nothing of the reasons which 
animated him, any more than we und. rstood 
the reasons which induced bim to circulate a 
“solemn declaration” among masters of 
merchant steamers, calling upon each of them 
to individually deny that he was the author 
of an anonymous letter commenting upon:a 
matter of public interest, addressed to and 
published in ‘a local newspaper ; but we have no 
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cwreary] 
national banks, are elaborately prepared do- 
cuments to serve a given purpose; bat whol- 
ly untrastworthy, and therefore utterly use- 
less, as expositors of the financial status of 
this country. That the Japan Mail should 
have so completely changed its tone “‘in this 
connection ” within the short period of three 
year is, however, remarkable. 1t now declares 
what the Japan Gazette asserted in March 
1879, namely :— : 

The nation has no thorough confidence 
in the statements put forward by the trea- 
sary. That estimates and results shonld 
be in exact equilibrium is theoretically a very 
desirable state of affairs, but practically sach 
a balance is seldom attainable. Therefore 
the finance minister must not be surprised 
to find that -suspicious folk are apt to credit 
him with the ingenuity of manipulating the 
scales, or in other words, throwing in a few 
bundles of pictared paper on the revenue 
side when the expenditure threatens to deflect 
the beam. 

In short, if the plain truth were told, it 
would probably be found that the general 
public of Japan is disposed to be inconti- 
nently merry over these carefully compiled 
budgets. Why is it, men not annaturally 
ask one another, why is it that we are told 
nothing about the amount of paper money 
strack off every year? . . . 

- . . + . Farther, to complete oor 
analysis, if the officers of the Japanese trea- 
sary do not recognize the incredulity of thoir 
countrymen, they must be singularly obtuse. 

Reviewing the general question of currency 
we concluded a short article with these em- 
phatic words, written nearly three years 


of the dangers ahead. All sorta of unworthy 

tives were attributed to us: the Gasetie 
was insulting the government: assisting 
speculators to depress the currency ; arguing 
apon grounds declared, in the elegant 
phraseology of a contemporary, to be “all 
fadge.” Goufident of the soundness of the 
principles upon which we relied we were 
aay to await the developments of time, 
for :— 

“The attacks made by this journal upon the 
cruel financial policy of Japan are more than 
justified, for such foreign trade as there is 
is seriously embarrassed by the depreciation of 
an utterly inconvertible currency, which will 
most surely bring upou the nation misery and 
soffering far greater than it isin our power 
to conceive. ‘There is one consolation, and 
that is, that one honest voice has been raised 
against the insensate continuance of the fis- 
cal system of this country.” 

This passage was written January 18, 1879, 
when paper was quoted 1222. Two and one- 
half years later, and the nominal value of the 
currency is 175; its real value no one knows. 
Fresh issues have been made in the interval 
but disguised, and efforts are now made to 
amuse the people with statements which are 
worthless in every respect, and when ex- 
amined by competent men provoke nothing 
bat derision and disbelief. Strong language 
no doubt—peatilent journalism perhaps,—but 
think of the provocation and be silent all you 
that are subsidized to defend the rotten 
cause.—Oct. 22. 


doubt whatever that a little ordinary courtesy 
on his part in this instance would have saved 
him from another exposure of bis unpopu- 
larity as an acting British consular official. 
Transactions of this character are of public 
interest. For years we have been accustomed 
to regard the consul as our friend and adviser 
in all cases of doubt and difficulty ; and many 
of us have gladly deferred to his jadgment 
in matters when our own opinions have been 
much opposed to it. Until Mr. Doumen 
was appointed to the acting vacancy the con- 
sul, as an official, was scarcely known: 
his urbanity and untiring patience were pro- 
verbial, and so fully appreciated that every 
effort was made to avoid andaly trespassing 
upon either. To no people in the world is as- 
serted officialdom so offensive and intolerable 
as to Englishmen ; but this is a fact Mr. Don- 
MEN’S antecedents effectually prevent him 
from realising, though it was thoroughly 
understood and acted up to by his predeces- 
sors. Now things are changed. The acting 
consal is with us, bat not of us; and it is 
most desirable, in the intorests of peace and 
quietade, that he should be permitted to 
hold undisturbed the position of isolated and 
brief authority to which he aspires.—Oct. 22. 


THE LATEST FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


A eae Japan Mail of 15th. instant, with 
guileless freshness, devoted four 
Pages of notes to comments upon the 
recently issued financial statement for 
1881-82, attempting to elucidate that 
which no ‘man, however experienced he 
may be in figures and their notation, can 
possibly understand. The persistence with 
which the finance minister adheres to sur- 
pluses and reserve funds, to reduction of the 
volame of paper and other similar financial 
miracles which are practically vontradicted by 
the decline in purchasing power of govern- 
ment carrency, and when the errors ander 
which he labours have been pointed ont 
in the most convincing manner, is worthy 
of a better canse. In the light of common 
knowlege the statement gravely put forward 
resolves itaelf into an untenable assertion 
of an impossible position. The distarb- 
ance of values consequent upon cur. 
renoy depreciation has reduced the pur- 
chasing power of pa en fort, My 
cent. ; this decline pr ar the oe, seve 
the same extent; and assuming that not 
one cent of specie in required to leave the 
country, the working power of yen 68,573,995, 
the sam of the estimated income of this year. 
is only 41,150,000 yen, or ten millions less 
than the reduced expenditure of 1877, a 
period when paper currency was, so far as 
Prices were concerned, close upon par. 
. These are stern facts that no one can 
dispate upon any real ground. Year by yoar 
the financial statements show reduction in 
the volame of paper; and this year the 
statement gravely proponnds many startling 
propositions one «f which is that whereas the 
actual ascertained expenditure for the finan- 
cial year 1875-76 was yen 69,203,242 of paper 
carrency, then actually ruling at a premium 
on silver, the net isane of currency being 
yon 66,462,396 (i. e. yen 94,803,812—reserve 
fand yen 28,341,416), a similar sam is relied 
upon to do duty when the carrency represent- 
ing it, diminished to yen 50,671,343 (i.e. yen 
106,061,489—reserve fund yen 55.390,096), 
has lost 40 per cent. of its purchasing power ! 
These points have been discussed ad nau- 
seum, the conclusion being that the annual 
finance statements, like the reports of the 


THE SILK DIFFIOULTY. 


HE ostensible object of the promoters of 
the Rengo Rito Niadzakarisho as 
explained to foreign merchants in the pro- 
spectus first distributed was the formation 
of a central establishment for the classifica- 
tion and assortment of silk in order that 
the irregularities attendant upon the present 
method of sale might be remedied and 
general improvement effected in the silk 
trade. When the association found for. 
eign merchants disinclined to submit to 
conditions which meant complete rever- 
sal of the only safe system under which 
silk business in Japan could be conducted, 
the members, relying upon the want of 
anion among foreigners, and satisfied that 
the latter would eventually yield apon finding 
the association determin to enforce its 
vegulations, assumed a front of open hostility 
and dictation which led, for the first time in 
our local annals, to the formation of a counter. 
opposition, the committee of which had resort 
to an appeal to the producers whose interests 
were involved in the action of the Rengo 
Kiito Niadzukarisho, which is an association 
of brokers only. Thereapon the brokers 
showed their hand a little more plainly in 
their reply to the foreign circular. The plea 
arged to the foreigner of improvement 
in the Japanese method of transacting busi- 
ness was no longer trusted and io their appeal 
the brokers relied upon alleged bad practices 
of foreign bayers to justify their own action 
with producers. Thecharges preferred against 
toreigaers are wow familiar to all. The 
majority of them are distinctly untrue; and of 
the remainder which have any foundation it 
must be admitted that if they are abuses the 
Japanese seller is equally culpable with the 
foreign bnyer: the action of both parties 
being volantary, and not, as the brokers 
Times, then inspired directly by the finance | would lead their countrymen to believe, furc- 
minister, and say which of the foreign journals|ed upon the Japanese by the arbitrary com. 
correctly realised the position and warned all ' pulsion of tue foroiguor. | To strengthen these 


No statement showing mere trifling defi- 
ciencies will be accepted without a thorongh 
examiuation into the quantity of currency 
actually issued; and, in fact, a recall of the 
present unnambored votes and the substitu- 
tion of others, for the purpose of accurately 
ascertaining the state liability, are necessary 
measures, and no general credence can be 
given to statements founded upon supposi- 
titions grovnds until this crucial test has 
been applied to their claims upon the con- 
fidence of the people. (Japan Gazette, Nov. 30, 
1878.) 


The people will continue to believe, and it 
is quite natural that they should do so, that 
the finance minister is not certain as to his 
figures. The notes are unnumbered ; the re- 
cords are reported to have been lost or des. 
troyed; and there ia the damaging denial, made 
by his excellency Okuma, of the assertions 
of Messrs. Shibusawa and Inonye Kaworu, 
who together estimated the national liability 
for foreign and interual debt, inclusive of 
paper money, at 120,000,000 yen, a sum 
certainly not then over-stated. His excellency 
will be aware that all this is matter of public 
belief: and if it be be also a fact that no 
person will accept an account, or national 
financial statement, without substantial proof, 
ho cannot fail to understand that the impres- 
sion of over-issue is not likely to be removed 
by anything short of a public investigation 
into tho circulation, and the recall of 
the present objectionable government note. 
(Japan Gazette, March 9th., 1879). 

This journal stvod alone in its financial 
policy when currency depreciation first 
attracted attention. Let onr contemporary 
search its own files of 1877-79, those of the 
other Yokohama journals, and the Tokio 
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libels upon foreigners the brokers raised a 
party cry of “ Restoration of eommercial 
right :” and daring the last six weeks there 
has been an entire suspension of the most 
important brauch of foreign trade with 
Japan. 

That such a condition of affnirs can hold 
for any length of time scoms impossible. Ov 
the side of the Japanese association thore 
are visible indications of woakness, and, as 
they are sellers anxious to dispose of their 
goods attempting to dictate to buyers who 
are by no means anxious to purchase, the 
condition of the home markets being such 
as to render the temporary suspension of 
business a subject for congratulation, it is 
reasonable to suppose the Rengo Kiito 
Niadsukarisho is disposed to come to an ar- 
rangement which could have been effected 
without difficulty before the formation of an 
association to enforce rules which are io 
themselves impracticable. 

The argument set up by the native silk 
brokers of deprivation of commercial rights, 
is based upon an assertion that while Japan- 
ese purehasers of imports are obliged to pay 
before delivery can be had, foreign merchauts 
arbitrarily insist apon silk being delivered to 
them for inspection aud approval before pay- 
ment is made for the quantity selected. There 
would be sufficient ground for sach complaint 
if the facts were as they are-stated; bat when 
these faeta are examined the gronnd is 
removed. Any assumed similarity between 
the two transactions is clearly erroneous. 
The sale of yarn and shirting ig conducted 
upon musters of well known marks and 
qualities, the goods in -bulk having, previous 
to receipt by the foreign seller in Japan, 
undergone the vory process of inspectipn 
and packing by the shipper in Manchester 
to which the Japanese merchant declines to 
submit to with regard to his silk. Yarn and 
shirting are invariably bought in Manches- 
ter through competent agents, in reality 
inspectors in the same sense that foreiga 
merchants are inspectors in the silk trade 
here. The agent does not buy so many 
bales of yarn or shirting ready packed for 
shipment direct from the mauufacturer; 
orders instead such quantity as he requires 
to be sent to his godowns for inspection. 
Yarn is examined almost quite as.closely as 
silk, and shirtings ave measured, inspected, 
and weighed, ee by piece where necessary. 
Usnage, and the reputation of manufacturers, 
have of course mach modified the labour, 
and much of the process of inspection bas 
become more or leas nominal, but the right 
of thorongh inspection remains. Upon com- 
pletion of this process the ayeut. selocts that 
portion he thinks suitable for his principal, 
and rejects tho remainder. The selected 
portion isthen weighed and packed by the 
agent, masters being taken at. hazard from 
apy one bale or bales to be forwarded to the 
agont’s principal as an exact representitive 
of the bulk. The purchase thus settled, 
the bayer has the option of payment thirty 
or sixty days afturwards; or of present pay- 
ment subject to a discount of 1 or 14 per 
cent. forcash. The experience of Japanese 
bayers of imports may with safety be invok- 


sample and bulk is shown, they have not had 
the option of rescinding the contract or of 
such rebate in price as the parties mutually 
agreed upon: and furthermore, that when 
such inequalities have been discovered they 
have been found due to mildew or other 
effects arising from packing in damp wea- 
ther, or other similar causes, and not to any 
radical defect in tho goody themeclvee, or 


{ concessions 
ed to say if, when any inequality between 


any deception between the sample and the 
balk. Contrast the position of the producers 
of yaro aod shirting in England with the 
position of the producers of silk in Japan. 
The latter have been accustomed to enter 
into preliminary arrangements with foreigu 
agents for the sale to the latter of a certain 
quantity of silk on an agreed basis of price. 
The’ silk is then sent into the purchasers’ 
godowns for inspection which is invariably 
performed with the utmost expedition; bat 
the quality of silk sent in in bulk isas a 
ule so inferior in value to the musters 
upon which the contract has been made 
ithat delays are frequently occasioned by 
ithe impossibility of coming to terma with 
ithe seller apon a new basis. Inspection con- 
icluded, the selected portion is weighed and 
{payment is made at once at the price agreed 
japon, without any dedaction whatsoever. 


| Wethink this explanation, superfluous to 
the foreign reader, should go far to. show 
Kthat one of the principal reasons urged by 
Japanese silk dealers against the present 
isyatem of sale, is purely sentimental; and 
that between their purchase of yarn from, 
and eale of silk to, foreign merehante. there 
is no analogy; they are entirely different 
transactions in which the Japanese dealer 
holds a position infinitely superior to his 
foreign prototype, the manufacturer. in. Man- 
chester. 

Disputes such as those of the present mo- 
ment woald never have occurred if Japanese 
dealers were in the habit of offering proper 
musters of the silk they have for sale; bnt 
whether the producer in the interior, or the 
broker in Yokohama, is responsible for the 
fact that false musters have always been 
shown to the foreign buyer is a question that 
cannot. be discussed here, for we have the 
assertion of the chairman of the Foreign Silk 
Association to rely upon, and he distinctly 
said, at one of the meetings lately held, that he 
had pointed out to the members of the Rengo 
that if honest and trae masters had been 
usually shown no difficulties could possibly 
have arisen: and that, in reply from the native 
broker, he was told that the brokers in Yoko- 
hama dare not present honest masters; that 
the musters were prepared in the country 
to represent the different parcels, and that if 
they insisted upon showing actual musters of 
the silk they held the owners of it would 
Ktake the consignmeuts front them and pass 
them on to other brokers less scrupulons. 

The other complaint made of having to! 
pay money to watchmen in foreigners’ o- | 
downs is an absurdity, because, as jnst snid, : 
ino deduction whatsoever is made by the prin- 
jcipal on payment for silk. Ifany payment is! 
made by the broker to the watchmen in 
foreign godowus it muat be made after the 
{money has buen received from the parchaser, 
land without the latter’s knowledge or con- 
inivance. 

The trath is, that of all the accusations 
against foreigners, the complaints and grie- 
vances, not one really exists in fact; and it 
surely, therefore, cannot be difficalt, if per- 
sonal animosity be put on one side, and 
the mistaken pride which prevents mutual 
bo waived, to come to some 
arrangement which shall be mataally be- 
neficial to all parties, and form a basis 
for all future operations. Foreigners will 
not believe, in spite of the letters and 
addresses from the interior to the Rengo, 
that this silk combination bas the support of 
the body of prodaccrs, or that it is leas 


prodacers, it is certain the latter would 
never have been consulted in any way; on 
the contrary, they woul ! bave been compelled 
to bring their silk to the Rengo and to accept 
such terms as the Rengo saw fit to offer. 
The assertion of the Rengo that the ad- 
wautage of the producer was the primary . 
motive of their action is openly distrusted ; 
end strong evidence that this distrust is 
not confined to individual foreigners or 
Wapanese is shown by the tardiness with 
which the Rengo had recourse to its 
hinfluence among certain districts to obtain 
isignatares to letters of approval. The pro- 
ducer is entirely ignorant of the real condi- 
ition of affairs, or he would repndiate sponta- 
Ineously, as absurd and false, the accasations 
preferred by brokers who have held amicable 
relations for twenty years with the foreiga 
merchante they now openly defame. It is im- 
possible the people of Japan can understand 
jthe danger of entrusting the whole trade of 
the empire to a combination which sought, in 
the first instance, to coorce producer and 
seller alike; and nothing can convince the 
foreigner that such a monopoly as the Rengo 
Kiito Niadzakarisho is an institation ap- 
proved and supported by the people. Under 
such conditions, therefore, we may premise 
that foreigners, as a preliminary te any 
arrangement, would exercise the unquestion- 
able right, a right as beneficial to the Japan- 
ese people as to themselves, of insisting upen 
free tradal intercourse ; and that the positiea 
assumed by the Rongo cannot be: Rae priase 

If this point were ceded there should be no 
difficulty in arriving at an agreement; avd 
to assist in the attainment of so desirable: an 
object we pat forward the following 


Bases OF AN AGREEMENT. 


1.—Every person in Japan desirous of 
transacting business with foreigners in the 
treaty ports shall be free to make his own 
conditions of sale and purchase without the 
interference of any association or combina- 
tion whateoever. 

2.—I€ any Japanese seller distrasts ang 
foreign buyer, or has any other reason for 
his action, he shall be at liberty to make 
'such conditions of sale, inspection, and terms 
of paymentas may seem to him necessary, 
vany usuage to the contrary notwithstanding. 

8.—When the Japanese seller bas no rea- 
gon to distrast the foreign purchaser he shall 
have perfect liberty to enter inte seontrect 
for the sale of silk to the latter apon euch 
terms as he may see fit; and. to send: silic 
into foreign godowns for ivspestion sabject 
‘to such conditions as will effectually obviave 
‘auy. ground for complaint. 

4.—To ensare the better observance of the 
conditions of sale verbally arranged, a con- 
tract shall be made ont and signed before the 
transaction it refers to is ratified. 

5.—The contract shall be in effect as fol- 
lows, always subject to such additions or 
modifications as may be matoally agreed 
mpon. 


Form or Corrract. 


We A B agree to purchase from C D—— 
bales of silk of——denomination and—— 
quality, upon the conditions following :— 

1.—The eaid——bales shall be sent. in to the 
godown of the said A B for inapection. 

2.—Upon the delivory, or in course of such 
delivery into godown, of the silk for in- 
ection, the said A B shall advance to 

the said C D, if so required to do, —— 


objectionable to the latter than it is to 


foreigners themselves. 


Had it not been for| 
the appeal made by foreign merchants to the’ 


r cent. of the value of the quantity so 
livered, free of all interest ov other 


charges thereon: 
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3.—From the receipt of the said silk by 4 B 
it raped be covered. by insurance 
against ry atthe expense of the 
said A B but for the benefit of the said 
C D, until such time as the inspection is 
concluded and payment made by the said 
AB to the said C : 

4.—Inspection to be completed within—days, 
weather permitting: or the process of in. 
spection shall not extend beyond one day 
for each—bales. 

5.—The quantity selected for purchase shall 
be weighed to the satisfaction of the par- 
ties mutually concerned: and the net 
weight shall be ascertained by~dedocting 
from the gross weight the actual weight 
of the bags or other covering kages in 
which the silk is packed, mob tare to be 
mutua!ly agreed upon previous to packing 
the silk for weighing. 

6.—That portion of the silk which is found 
on in jon to be of different quality or 
denomination to that contracted for shall 
be returned to the said C D, who there- 
upon shall refund to the said A B the due 
proportion of the edvance made upon it ; 
or such advance may be applied to 
liquidate the balance of purchase money 
due upon the quantity purchased. Pend- 
ing the refund of advances the rejected 
silk shall remain under lien to A B 

The conditions of this contract note, written 
in the English and Japanese languages, 
are mat ly agreed upon this——day of 
——by us. 

AB 


cD 


Every person who has goods to dispose of 
is entitled to make whatever conditions of 
sale he thinks best for his own interest; and 
it is obvious that under conditions of a 
character similar to those here drafted the 
“commercial rights,” of the deprivation of 
which so many complaints have been made, 
would be amply restored; and we are not 
without hope that the good sense of both 
parties will lead to an arrangement which 
offers an honourable and advantageous settle- 
mer.t of this deplorable difficulty.—(ct. 25. 


(Signed) 


THE FUTURE OF THE POST OFFICE 


Bi IB delish the past few months the re 

putation of the Imperial Post Office 
for exactitude and punctuality bas been 
assailed by complaints more or leas grave ; 
bat we endeavoured to avoid public remon- 
strance in the belief that increasing busi- 
ness in the foreign branch of the service, 
and the limited staff cotapetent to conduct it, 
were the causes of irregularities which would 
be spontaneously corrected; nor were we 
wrong in this supposition, for several causes 
of complaint have been removed. 

Under other circamstances than those 
which have now arisen, there would be no 
necessity for allasion to the magnitude of the 
interests confided to the post office, nor the 
importance of that institution as a branch 
or sub-department of the government, the 
large appropriation annually made to it out 
of the national revenue, nor the officinis who 
coutrol its destinies ; but rumours are afloat 
which excite serious apprehensions for the 
future, and cause us to reflect upon the 
natare of the trust which has been confided, 
by conventions entered into by the United 
States, French, and British governments, to 
the government of Jupan. 

The Mai Nichi and other papers announce 
that there is a strong probability of the present 
postmaster-general, Mr. Maresima, Bing 
superseded in the office he fills so well; an 
we hear to-day that Mr. NomJea Yasvusal, 
late governor of Kanagawa, has been appoint- 
ed to succeed him. No charge, so far as we 
can ascertnin, is preferred against Mr. 
Margsima; aud his removal, should it 


take place, will no doubt be consequent 
entirely upon political motives we cannot 
appreciate, but which in no way reflect upon 


the ability, integrity, or industry of a gentle-| re 


man who is perhaps better known to for- 
eigners by repute than any other executive 
officer of the government. Bout as the event 
is one which has direct bearing upon foreign 
interesta, we feel justified in dealing, however 
imperfectly, with a ramour of such serious 
import. 

The present postmaster-general was nomin- 
ated in 1870; understanding the importance 
of the work he had to perform, and being 
endowed with energy, industry, decision, and 
business qualifications of a high order, he 
successfully, step by step, gained a thorough 
knowledge of the details of his department, 
and presented it at last to the nation as a 
completed establishment which had secured 
the confidence of foreign powers eminently 
jealous of their correspondence, and one 
which, continued on a proper basis, would 
add to the credit of the nation. 

The importance of the duties for which Mr. 
Maresima is responsible must be estimated 
by the fact that there were, at the close of 
last year, 8,887 offices, agencies, and other 
receptacles for mail matter; 8,646 employés ; 
a revenue of yen 1,173,691, and an expendi- 
ture of yen 1,091,900, employed in the trans- 
mission of nearly 69,000,000 articles. Of the 
proportion of foreign mail matter it is difficult 
to speak, as the next report will be the first 
to deal with this point in a definitive manner ; 
bat knowing the value of foreign trade we 
may safely say that upon the accurate (by 
this term we mean strictly accurate) per- 
formance of the business of the post office 
foreign interests of the value of one hundred 
million dollars annually depend. 

! With these facts before them the foreign 
‘community regard with considerable appre- 
hension the possible removal of an official in 
whom they have well-grounded confidence ; 
and the appointment of another who, how- 
ever able he may be, cannot by any possi- 
bility possess the technical special knowledge 
essential to the performance of the daties of 
the office ; nor can that knowledge be acquir- 
ed in weeks or months, seeing that years 
of steady application are indispensable for 
the purpose. The foreign staff has been 
so reduced that in the event of illness, 
or other contingencies the occurrence of 
which cannot be ignored, the whole burden 
of foreign postal communication might be 
suddenly thrown upon one or two junior 
foreign officera and a Japanese staff, all of 
whom, deprived of a competent chief, would 
soon become demoralised ; and serious inter- 
ruption to business would ensue. 

t may be convenient to ignore for the time 
being, or to regard as remote and improbable, 
the risks attendant upon such a change as 
that ramonred ; but when the circumstances 


concerned in this question, which is one 
materially affecting their property, are now 
satisfied of “{r. Mavesmma’s competency, and 
rd his rernoval with regret and alarm. 
very just and impartial man, native or 
foroign, who reads these lines will be glad of 
an opportunity to testify his respect for an 
official whose claim to it rests upon the solid 
foundation of the known faithful discharge of 
public duties requiring more than average 
ability to perform. The maintenance of Mr. 
Mayesima in tho office he fills so well, would 
be a graceful concession to widely-felt public 
opinion; while the state will still farther 
benefit by the services of one of its most con- 
scientious officers. On the other hand, the 
ramoured change will certainly create intense 
dissatisfaction ; and lead to efdless trouble. 
and discussion.— Oct. 29. 


| Biscellaneons Brticles. — 


THE ENGLISH PRESS AND SIR 
EDWARD REED'S JAPAN. 


Oo EDWARD REED’S history of Japan, 

and account of his own.sojourn here is 
now, we are informed, passing rapidly 
through its second edition. Its pablication 
seems to have been of sufficient importance 
to merit frequent reference, and in the pre- 
sent article we purpose summarising the re- 
views of the Lao! of over thirty London 
and provincial journals, with the object of 
enabling our readers to jadge for themselves 
of the reception it met with from the 
press as representatives of public opinion 
tn Great Britain. Sir Epwarp Reep, it will 
be remembered, held some very decided 
views on past and present English policy 
in Japan, and on some of the transac- 
tious which were the outcome of that policy. 
In oriticising his work we have ourselves 
dissented very strongly from some of his 
conclusions, and, so far, our task is done; in 
the following article, therefore, we shall 
abstain from obtrading our own views, but 
shall endeavour faithfally to sammmarise other 
reviews, withont regard to their tone, or to 
the attitade which they assume towards the 
aathor or his book. The Edinburgh ond 
Quarterly review we omit; the article in the 
first, which has ouly just appeared, is trashy 
and unworthy; while that in the second 
was fally reprinted by us at the time of its 
publication. 

Ihe Times says the author has, with 
great industry, accumulated a congeries of 
materials, though want of time and other 
causes have prevented him from working them 
into a harmonious whole. It thinks that 
he was travelling too much en fete to obtain 
much insight into the habits of humble life. 


are considered; the difficult and onerous! His indignation at the cruelty of the ven- 


nature of the work to be performed is re- 
alised ; the fatal results of delay estimated at 
their true value; and the incompetence of 
any other person, post office officials included, 
to supersede Mr. Margsuma is taken into 
account, the reason for this article becomes 
apparent. 

e therefore respectfully venture to sug- 
geat to the government that should theto be 
any truth in the reported supercession of 
Mr. Maresma, the decision should be recon- 
sidered. Public confidence in the present 
postmaster-general has not been gained in a 
day. His method of conducting business 
has been closely scrutinised, and foreigners, 
who natarally and justifiably are intimately 


geance at Kagoshima is not unjustified. 

“Sir E. Regp disclaims any intention of 
treating of the political and international 
prospects of Japan, as being a subject of 
too great delicacy. It is hard to see where 
the delicacy lies, except in so far as the 
author might encounter the risks and re- 
sponsibilities of prophecy. We are glad he 
has not been so reticent on the views of the 
Japanese themselves. Sir E. Regp’s teati- 
mony on this subject is valuable, for he evi- 
dently identified himself during his stay so 
thoroughly with the Japanese and their 
sympathies that we may regard him asa 
complete exponent of the Japanese point of 
view.” ] 
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It thinks two or three of the com-jhave shown himself so undiscriminating a 
plaints made against our diplomacy are not| friend. 
without foundation, but we must not forget 


that we and the rest of Europe have a stand- 
ing grievance in the policy of exclusion 
which is maintained except where the treaty 
infringes it ; it is also a qnestion whether it 
would not be impossible to make the case of 
Japan an exception to the useful rule that 
extra-territoriality and _consalar jurisdiction 
are desirable wherever Christianity is not the 
established religion. 


“He has, although distinctly disclaim- 
ing to be thought the ‘mouth piece’ of 
the Japanese cabinet, as a matter of fact 
allowed his introduction to assume the form 
of a long indictment of our representative at 
Tokio. He has, for a man of his eminence 
aud experience, shown some want of discrim- 
ination, if not of good-taste, in the readi- 
ness with which he has adopted the malicious 
anecdotes circnlated in Tokio and Yokohama 


“ Sir E. Regp’s book will do good ser-|by the less reputable of the foreign journals 
vice in laying the case [of Japan] before|concerning the able diplomatists who have 
Englishmen, and we may fairly hope that/spent no inconsiderable portion of their lives 


the mutual cordialitiés and courtesies which 
attended his visit will have mitigated in 
some degree the bitterness with which Eng- 
lishmen seem to be regarded by the Japanese.” 

The Daily Telegraph in a highly eulo- 
gistic review, which displays its usnal 
crass iguorance of far eastern affairs, 
refers to the island of Saghalien as being 
still. in possession of both the Russians and 
Japanese. There is ample evidence it says, 
in the contents of the work that the author 
is a scrupulous recorder of facts, whilst he 
exercises a graphic pen in pourtraying the 
habits and manners of a people who, if not 
the “most primitive” decidedly hold a 
front place in the category of the highly 
interesting races into whose social life Euro- 
peans are now obtaining a clearer insight. 

“The numerous and rare sources of infor- 
mation placed at the disposal of Sir Epwarp 
Rexp, have ample justice done them in this 
able and engaging work, the maps and illus- 
trations of which serve an important purpose 
in bringing clearer to the mind of the reader 
much that is naturally diffcult by mere 
word explanation.” 

The World thinks the work is much more 
than a readable book of travels. It is a 
concise and lucid history of the people and 


in guarding the interests of their respective 
countries at a vast distance from home.” 

The critiques of the Examiner and John 
Bull are distinctly hostile to the whole of the 
work, The former, comparing it with Miss 
Brrp’s book, says. 

“There is hardly any comparison to be 
made between the goodness of the two, 
whether we take literary merit, usefulness 
of information, fertility in amusement, 
or almost any other criterion for the stand- 
ard. Although Miss Birp has written 
volumes of travel in the first place, anda 
handbook to Japan and its customs in the 
second, while Sir Epwarp Reep has reversed 
the order, the information as to the state of 
the country contained in the adventurous 
lady’s book is much more precise, and better 
put than that given by the member of parlia- 
ment.” 

Miss Birp does not, John Bull says, indulge 
in the same enthusiastic language as Sir 
Epwarp Resp, who in his delight in re- 
presentative institutions, compulsory educa- 
tion, religious indifferentism, and a liberal 
patronage of the supplying of iron-clads, has 
not taken the trouble to penetrate below the 
surface, and takes his impressions of Japan 


dynasty, of the religion and traditions, of the 
art and literature of the country, supple- 
mented by a record of a three months’ tour 
throngh its most interesting districts. 

“The book is not only the work of a man 
of the world, and a man of business, 
bat from a literary point of view is excellent- 
ly written. The numerous characteristic and 


from the politeness of cabinet ministers, 
rather than from the condition of the bulk 
of the people. It acknowledges the patience 
and industry displayed by him in his histori- 
cal compilation, but observes that. 

“He starts with the assumption that the 
Europeans, and especially bis own country- 
men, are sure to be in the wrong; but for- 
tunately the reputation of Sir RurserrorD 


well-selected engravings include some inatruc-| ALcock, our late minister, and Sir Harry 
tive and amusing native examples. Sir Ep-|Parxks, his presentable successor, stand too 
warp Resp naturally speaks favourably of|/high to be overthrown by the carping criticism 
hia hosts. Bunt his evident sympathy with ajin which Sir Epwagp Reep indulges, after 


people who, he asserts, have not been well 
treated by the western powers in their na- 
tional aspirations, ia combined with -keen 
critical insight.” 

Tho Standard saya it is a remarkable book, 

not only for the mass of information which 
it contains, but for the industry which the 
author has exhibited in gathering together all 
this infarmation in the course of a year, and 
that in the intervals of the busy life of a 
member of parliament. 
“ Here we have a completely new field laid 
open tous. We read of men as brave, vir- 
tuous nnd self-devoted as any of whom 
classical ur modern story tells as, of great 
monarchs, of war and revolution. A com- 
pletely new page of the history of mankind 
18 to us, and the only regret which the 
Yoadlae will feel on laying down the work is 
that the Japanese names are so excessively 
hard to pronounce, and still more to remem- 
ber.” 

But all the reviews are not so favourable 
as those quoted above. The Pall Mall Gazette, 
although acknowledging that the volumes 


the fashion of liberal menibers of parliament 
when dealing with their own countrymen in 
foreign lands.” 

The St. James's Gazette says Sir Epwarp 

Reep has little to tell us that has not been 
said elsewhere. 
“ Nevertheless, his two handsome volumes 
are both useful and interesting, for they 
contain a condensed and readable account 
of the history, religion and institutions 
of Japan, old and new, which the Eng- 
lish reader cannot find in any other work 
with so little trouble. The author enjoyed 
unusual opportunities of learning all that 
was worth hearing from the best aathorities, 
European and native; and he has worked up 
the whole of his materials, without much 
literary pretension, into a pleasant gossiping 
book,” 

It goes on to say that,— 

“When the world knows little or noth- 


ing of n subject, it is generally bored 
by the excessive erudition of real scholars 
and experts who dwell at what scems 
jto the outsider unnecessary length on 


lave done much to extend our knowledge of 
Ja pan, thinks it a pity that the author should 


the details of comparatively unimportant 
‘events. Any intelligent and cultivated 


traveller who goes to the country (Japan) 
for a few months, asks questions of qualified 
authorities on the subjects which interests 
him, gets such a general view of the main 
results as satisfies his curivsity, and writes 
down his information, and his impressions 
at once, is far more likely to provide the 
home public with the account they eqns 
than are the specialists who have made Japa- 
nese antiquities and history the study of a 
lifetime.” ° 

The Literary World thinks the merit of 
Sir Epwarp’s authorship is not so much 
in originality or freshness aa in clear- 
ness and correctness. It fears, however, that 
he was too highly placed, and that he saw 
only the life of the upper classes, of the men 
who had been in Europe, and had got Euro- 
pean ideas. 

“Sir Epwarp is rather sarcastic at the 
expense of his country. It is much to be 
regretted that there was, and is, justifica- 
tion for sucha sarcasm. It seems that we 
bave yet to learn how to treat other people 
as we would have others treat us.” 

Nature says that the fact— 

“That a man of the scientific eminence 
and political experience of Sir Epwarp 
Reep should take so moch interest in 
Japan seems to us a proof that it really 
deserves the attention of all thoaghtfal men, 
ard whatever conclusions such an observer 
may come to ought to have considerable 
weight with those who are not qnite sure 
what to think of the strange social pheno- 
menon that has been taking place for up- 
wards of ten years in the furthest east. 

Referring to the Shimonoseki case, the 
Saturday Review thinks Sir Epwarp Resp 
could not have stated it with more advocate- 
like partiality if he held a brief for the Japan- 
ese government, and advises, any member of 
parliament who thinks, after reading this book, 
of putting questions in the House of Com- 
mons on oer relations with Japan, to study the 
blue-books of the periad. before doing so. If 
this advice be taken, it undertakes to say, 
that the questions will never be asked. The 
Atheneum regrets that he has given his book 
so much the air of having been written for a 
purpose, by championing on all occasions the 
Japanere view of international questions in 
opposition to those of bis own government. 

“Bat none the lesa is our gratitade due to 
him for having written so vivacious an ac- 
count of all he saw and heard during his stay 
in Japan.” 

The Scotsman in the course of an elaborate 
review observes that. 

“ Sir Epwarp Regp has added another to 
the considerable list of his public services by 
producing a book which will enable any body 
who reads it to banish all inaccurate ideas at 
once. Sir Edward is not only one of the 
most distinguished of living naval architects, 
and an able politician; he is also a traveller 
of great experience, a keen and close observer, 
aman of high literary, scientific and artistic 
culture, and the master of a vigorous and 
picturesque style.” 

Although concluding that the readiness 
with which the government of Japan have 
adopted the methods of western civilization 
entitles them to demand absolute equality 
for their country,—“to have its so-called 
sovereign rights respected "—with far more 
justice than, for example, China, it thinks 
that the author forms too severe a judgment 
as to the policy pursned towards Japan 
hitherto by European governments. 

“ That policy may have been to some extent 
high-handed, but it is very doubtful whether 
gentler meang-would, have sufficed to attain 
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the strictly legitimate end in view.” The 
United Service Gasette says ‘the book will be 
accepted with pleasure by all readers who 
take an interest in the strange country and 
stranger people it deals with. The historical 
portions of the work are, as the writer allows, 
mainly the resalt of compilation, but they 
are not the less interesting on that account, 
and Sir Edward Reed has brought considera- 
ble industry and research to bear in this 
compilation.” 

The Glasgow Herald says that the writers’ 
serious statements require investigation, but 
thinks that the Japanese themselves: will 
have to concede a good deal ere they can 
be admitted to terms of national equality : 

“They must be prepared to throw open 
their country as ours is to them, and in some 
other points make concessions to European 
opinion.” 

The Japanese, it says, evidently mean 
to have their country to themselves; they 
utilise Europeans and Americans only for 
the nonce, and when they have learned 
all that these have to teach they dispense 
with them. The presont result, it adds, 
will certainly not be to Europeanise the 
country entirely ; the western civilization and 
science will be grafted on to what is best in 
old Japan, and the result will doubtless be 
something different from both. The Japanese 
have evidently mach to achieve yet cre they 
can be abreast of either Europe or America, 
but from what they have accomplished dur- 
ing the past fifteen years there is every 
reason to hope that in a generation or two 
the change from the old to the new will be 
complete and permanent. In a long critique 
the Court Journal waxes wroth at the condi- 
tion of affairs described by Sir Epwarp Rep. 
It says that the most serious questions 
become interesting under his treatment, and 
whether he discourses on the peculiarities of 
the Buddhist doctrines or on the attraotive- 
ness of the dark-eyed maidens, who seem to 
have been continually hovering abont him, 
he appears to have been carried along with 
the charm of his surroundings. We now 
quote in extenso. 

“Certainly not the least remarkable part of 
this work is to be found in the critical des- 
cription of the present feeling of the Japanese 
towards foreigners, and pee of the 

t diplomatic relations of their country with 
ngiand. Our information on this head has 
hitherto been not only seanty, but one-sided. 
Our diplomatic representatives have from 
time to time given in their reports ; for many 
reasons these re were not safe gnides, 
and although Sir E. Reed may have taken 
too thoroughly what may be called a pro- 
Japanese view, his criticiems are of great 
value as they corroborate to a large extent 
the statements made some time back by the 
resent under secretary for foreign affairs 
in an article published in the Fortnightly 
Review, and subsequently incorporated into 
his Greater Britain. If these writers sre 
correct we have misanderatood the real 
Japanese feeling, and attributed their ap- 
¢ hostility to foreigners to wrong mo- 
tives; and in this way we may have offended 
where conciliation was desirable, and op- 
where proper guidance was eminently 
wanted. If thon, for no other reason than to 
invite attention to, and prodace discussion 
of, what we may call the Japanese question, 
we welcome Sir E. Regp’s bold and out- 
spoken condemnation of oar policy. The 
author, referring to the hoatile feeling now 
existing to England, and referring to ite 
origin and its causes, fairly and justl 
remarks, ‘This, if true, is not as 16 


should be; diplomatic action which only 
averts "hostilities, without engendering 
international good feeling, bat half fulfils 
its mission.’ A late writer in the Quar- 
terly Review in criticising this work most 
positively denies that there is any foun- 
dation for statements as to the existence 
of an irritated and jealous, if not of a posi- 
tively adverse, state of feeling. But this, 
as @ rejoinder, is mere assertion, and in no 
degree proves his acouracy or knowledge of 
the true state of the facts; he treats the 
subject too much ex cathedra, and, indeed, 
there is abundant internal evidence in the 
style, to sugest that it emanated from an 
official source. With due reapect to the 
Reviewer, we beg to inform him that Tokio 
is still called Yedo (sic), and to ask where 
he obtained his familiarity with diplomatic 
correspondence which is certainly not ac- 
cessible to the outside world. On this head 
we may remark that it is now many years 
since any Blue Books on Japan have made 
public the negotiations between that coun- 
try and great Britain. They have been al- 
most entirely confined to commercial reports. 
Tt is to be hoped, however, now that public 
opinion has been openly challenged, that 
next session full information will be moved 
for and produced, and that the stereotyped 
excuse of ‘interference with the public in- 
terest’ will not be permitted to deprive the 
nation of the means of forming a correct 
opiuion upon this remarkable country.” 
Although we have not exhausted all the 
passages in various critiques which we had 
marked for quotation, our space forbids us to 
go on longer. We have endeavoured in this 
summary to 
Nothing extenuate 
Nor set down aught in malice ; 
aind to give faithfully the spirit of the reviews 
from which we have quoted. On the whole 
it may be said that the press of England was 
favourable to the contents and literary execn- 
tion of the work, while a considerable and 
very influential portion justly reprehended 
the tone of the author’s remarks on foreign 
diplomacy in Japan.—QOct. 29. 


QUELPAERT AND KOREA TWO 
OENTURIES AGO. 


(Concluded from September 9th.) 


Il. 


HE second part of Hamet's narrative 

is devoted to a description of Korea, 

and of the manners and customa of the in- 
hiabitante. Much of it that was new when 
the acoount of the shipwreck was written, 
aod indeed up to a very few years ago, is 
not by any means so now, and therefore we 
can dismiss the rest of his book briefly. 
The country, he says, is known to the natives 
as Tiorenkouk or Caoli. It is divided into 
eight provinces, and 360 cities or town, not 
including numerous forts and castles, which 
are all ereoted on the moantains. The coasts 
are dificult and dangerous for navigation on 
account of rocks'and shifting sands. At one 
place the country is only twenty-five or 
twenty-six leagues from the nearest point of 
the Japanese coast. The island of Snuis- 
sima (Tenshima ) lies in this channel. 
He states that Taushima once belonged to 
the Koreans, but that one of their treaties 
of peace with the Japanese provided 
that the islands were henceforth to belong 
to the latter, who gave Quelpaert to Korea in 
exchange. We have never heard of this ex- 


change before, and it would beof much interest 
to ascertain whether Hamex’s statement is 
correct. It is quite possible that Tsushima 
once belonged to Korea, and that the Japa- 
nese, recognizing the importance. of a con- 
venient depot for their trade with the penin- 
sula obtained possession of it; but we have 
never heard of Quelpaert being owned by 
the Japanese. 

The seas around abound in fish; buat 
whales and herrings are those chiefly caught. 
Travellers to or from China generally cross 
over by sea, because the roads are impass- 
able through: snow in winter, and are at all 
times dangerous on account of wild-beaste. 
The chief prodact is said to be “ Misi” 
(ginseng P) which is given as tribute to the 
‘Tartars. A great trade ia carried on in this 
article with China and Japan, especially with 
the latter. Rico and other grain, hemp, 
cotton, silk-worma, silver, lead and tiger's 
skins are also produced largely; but the 
people do not know how to work the silk. 
Horses and cows alfo exist in abundance, 
oxen being chiefly used to till the soil. The 
crocodiles, alligators and poisonous serpents, 
which are found in great numbers, are very 
destractive. 

The form of government is an absolute 
monarchy, although a small tribute is paid to 
the Tartars. The king is sapreme, only 
calling in the assistance of his conncil when 
he thinks proper ; and any member volunteer- 
ing advice without being asked is severely 
punished. This council is composed of all the 
chief commanders by sea and land. The 
military force is said to be very numerous, 
for each province is compelled to keep up an 
army, which keeps guard ouce evory seven 
years for two months, around the king’s 
palace. The governor of the province is also 
the commander of the troops, and he has 
ander him numerous subordinate officers who 
each govern a castle or other fortified place. 
The troops are armed with swords and bows 
and arrows. As there are numerous bays 
and inlets in the coast, a large navy is also 
maintained. This is placed under the com- 
mand of admirals of districts, who are also 
wembers of the king’s council. The revenue 
is derived from daty on all articles that come 
by sea (sic.). Justice is administered with 
great severity, even the greatest persona 
hot being spared. Aun instance is given in 
which the king’s brother's wife was accused 
of trying to injure the king by means of © 
charms. Her fame at needle work was 
great, and the king desired her to make him 
a jacket. She did so, but whenever he wore 
it, he was seized with illness. When the 
garment was cat up it was found that she 
had worked letters and charms into the in- 
side. For this offence she was punished 
by being put into a room with a brass 
floor, and then the latter was heated 
to a white heat, so that she died. A 
kinsman of hers who interfered to pacify the 
king was first beaten with bamboos on the 
feet, and then decapitated. The punishment 
of a woman for slaying her husband was to 
be buried up to the neck uear a frequented 
highway, with an axe near at hand. Every 
passer-by was then required to strike ber 
once with the instrument, until she died. 
Of religion, Hamel says, they have “sdarco 
any.” The houses are of wood, covered with 
straw, tiles being used only when the king’s 
permission has been obtained. The marriage 
and funeral customs, of which a very long 
description is given, seem greatly to resemble 
those of the Chinese. 

They have little trade, he says, except with 
the Japanese.—Oct, 29, 
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B eviews. 


ZOOLOGY IN THE UNIVERSITY 
OF TOKIO.* 


HE above named pamphlet is mach more 
comprehensive, and embraces a wider 
range of subjects than ita name implies. It 
contains a brief bat complete review of the 
educational progress of Japan for a period 
extending over ten years. Mr. Warman is a 
writer of a very different stamp to Sir Ep- 
warp Reep or what Sir Joun Pope Hennessy 
would be, if that “ able officer of the crown” 
were to commit his high flown, Utopian 
theories to paper. Europeans, all the world 
over, admit the trath of the maxim that 
“Rome was vot built in a day.” Japanese, 
on the contrary, are singularly obtuse on that 
point, as indeed they are on many others. 
They imagine they can attain the ne plus 
ultra of excellence in everything by express 
train. Mr. Waitman devotes the first few 
pages of his cleverly writtten pamphlet to 
the explosion of this very erroneous idea. 
Foreign readers will readily assent to his 
arguments, but we are not so sure that 
natives of an enquiring turn of mind will be 
so easily convinced. It is rather disappoint- 
ing to one’s vanity to see his-cherished 
notions scattered mercilessly to the winds, 
and this is exactly what Mr. Warman bas 
done with respect to the university the 
Japanese are so proud of. They have “ laid 
the flattering unction to their souls” that 
ten years is a sufficient space of time to 
develop a ‘‘ seat of learning” that can well 
compare with those of western nations. Mr. 
Wurman gives every credit to the Tokio 
Diagakn as an ‘educational institution that 
may fairly be called au embryo university,” 
but most plainly and unequivocally declares 
that whoever thinks that a Japanese Ox- 
ford or Cambridge can be erected in five 
years, or in ten, or in any period of time less 
than half a centary “builds his expectation 
on conceit, ignorance, or both.” As he says, 
“ the difficulties are many and great, and to 
surmount them will bea task less arduous 
than to carry Foji to the sea.” We com- 
mend the following extract to the notice of 
Sir E. J. Regp and all those who have been 
misled by the ‘ bold deductions based on in- 
sufficient premises '’ contained in his “ mas- 
sive tomes: "— 

Foreign toad-eatera—who do figuratively 
what some of the Japanese do literally—have 
shown great zeal in their endeavour to blind 
the Japanese to the difficulties which they 
have to encounter, and to convince them and 
the reat of the world that their intellectual 
superiority has already placed them near the 
goal of their ambition. It is the conviction 
of the writer, which he shares with many 
others, that Japan has suffered far more 
from the falsome adnlation of professed 
friends than from the criticism of enemies. 
It tickles the vanity of a people to be told 
that they can accomplish in a day what has 
cost centuries of bard labour in other coun- 
tries;,bat let us hope that the Japanese will 
not lay the flattering unction to their souls. 

Mr Wurman believes that the Tokio 
University has a brizht fnture before it, al- 
though he does not shut his eyes to the 
difficulties of the situation, nor does he think 
it the part of wisdom or friendly interest to 


* Zoology in the University of Tokio, by C. 0. 
Wuirman. Yokohama: YF ur & Co, 


gical instruction in the Tokio university to 


enjoy. The discovery of the Omori shell 
mounds first awakened an interest in the sub- 
ject, which interest was kept alive and fanned 
into a flame by the varied and untiring 
activity which Professor Morse displayed in 
scientific research. 


Mr. Warman, who succeeded Professor 


took the “powers that be” some time to 
consider which of the two plans proposed by 
him should be carried out, vis. whether the 
memoirs compiled by the students should be 
published in their own names after revision 
hy the instructor, or whether the result of 
their rescarches should be incorporated with 
his own and be given to the world as his. 
After they had made up their minds on this 
point, the next thing was to provide a 
proper set of books, and here they were 
decidedly backward in coming forward. 
Mr. WaiTman has apparently often been in 
the position of a carpenter without tools, who 
has been expected to get through just the 
same amount of work as if he had them. 
He has had also to encounter a great deal of 
what he mildly calls “ official prevarication” 
bat which might characterised by a much 
stronger term. He has also not had a proper 
laboratory in which to carry out experi- 
ments. Whatever enccess he has achieved 
in the midst of so many difficulties redounds 
all the more to his credit. 


affords is amply shown in the following pas- 
sage which we transcribe in extenso:— 


provided for the Japanese biologist. She 
has ont off a strip of land from the continent 
of Asia by means of seas and straits, and 
divided it into a chain of many islands, 


ignore them. He then goes on to explain 
what those difficulties are, which seem to be: 
—impecaniosity brought about by the pre- 
sent financial condition of the country; tbe 
love of change and fickleness 80 commonly 
displayed by the Japanese, in which fickle- 
ness however, lies both a hope and a danger ; 
“a hope that aimless change may be con- 
verted into steady progress, a danger that 
change may be mistaken for progress.” The 
other two difficulties enumerated by our 
author are the “ baneful influence of caste” 
and the “ponderous system of official ma- 
chinery” with which the proper working of 
the educational system is encumbered. The 
author, after this long prelude proceeds to 
discuss the subject of Zoology. 

The Japanese student of biology or zoology, 
it appears has n great advantage over his 
European competitor inasmuch as he has an 
entirely new field in which to pursue his 
investigations; whereas most of the avail- 


able ground in Europe has been preoccupied 


As long as he has the will and the ability to 
learn he has splendid opportunities of dis- 
tingaishing himself. 

Mr. Warman credits Professor Morss with 
being the first to establish a course of Zoolo- 


whose energy and enthnsiasm may be ascribed 
whatever opportunities students may now 


In carrying out the work of instraction 


Monsg, has beon heavily handicapped. It 


How fine a field of investigation Japan 


“ Let us consider how liberally natare has 


stretching fully 25° of latitude from Kam- 
tchatka on the north to the southernmost 
limit of the Liu Kiu Islands. These islands 
are so many great Zoological gardens, so 
disposed that they extend nearly through the 
best two thirds of the temperate zone. But 
these 3,000 or more island gardens included 
in the Mikado’s Empire, are supplemented 
on the nurth by the Aleutian Isles, and south- 
ward they lead through the Phillippine Is- 
lands jnto the great Australian group, For 


immeasurable periods of time, the Japan 
Islands havo been isolated from one another 
and from the mainland by the encircling 
ocean, which forms around each a vast 
marine aquarium. In the formation of these 
islands, portions of the continental fuuna be- 
came enclosed, and such animals as could not 
fly or swim from shore to shore—passing 
over the possibility of transportation through 
the agency of winds, currents, «nd migrating 
animals—were henceforth confined within 
tho limits of their respective islands. Could 
homan wisdom have devised a more efficient 
and comprehensive plan for testing some 
of the great questions which have been 
so much discussed since 1859? Nature 
has certainly been experimeuting on a grand 
scale, and for a length of time that defies all 
calculation. The results of her experiments 
are to be learned by a comparison of the 
faunas of these islands with one another and 
with that of the continent from which they 
were severed. The long isolation under 
more or less altered conditions of life, has 
afforded an opportunity for adding incre- 
ment to increment of change, until the 
animals exhibiting the cumulative results 
differ, as a rule, to a more or lees 
conspicoous degree from their nearest 
living allies in Earope, Asia and America. 
For namerons instances we may refer the 
reader to Von Siebold’s “ Fanua Japonica,” 
to the University memoirs of Professor 
Morse and Professor Brauns, and to recent 
papers by Mr. Lewis and others. Oue inter- 
esting case, which has received special atten- 
tion from the writer, is found in a small 
fresh water fish, yery common about Tokio. 
There is in Europe a well known little fish, 
called Rhodeus Amarus, which has the very 
curious habit of depositing its eggs in the 
gills of a mussel (Anodonta), where they 
remain until they hatch and the embryos 
have attained a considerablo size. For the 
deposit of the eggs, the fish is provided with 


a tube one to two inches long, by means of 


which the eggs are delivered to the care of 
the mollusk. The colouring of the male 


fish during the breeding season is remarkably 


brilliant, Now at least three varieties of 


this fish are to be found in the brooks and 


ponds of Tokio, possessing all the above- 
named peculiarities and habits, but with 


differences so pronounced that they may be 
easily distinguished from one anothor, and 
from the European species.” 


Mr. WuiTwan gives some curious and ine 


teresting instances of tho effects of climatic 
and other influences on various aniinals com- 
mon to other parts of the world, which may 


be observed amongst the species found in 


Japan. In sone cases a marked transition, 


from aquatic to terrestrial life, has been 
bronght about by # saturated atmosphere. 


Of this class are tho land leech, the land 


planarian and acarious kind of “jumping 
fish” which abound in this country. The 
latter according to Mr. Wurman has sucoeed- 
ed in overcoming every obstacle to living out 


of water and is “more truly, amphibious than 


the frog, for it is able to change the mode of 
ite respiration at pleasure, breathing water 
and air alternately.” Mr. Warrman would 
like to see ‘Seaside Schools’ established 
for the pursuit of his favorite stady but feara 
any proposal for their adoption would be 
met by the laconic response “no money.” 
Such a response he says would exceed the 
trath and fall far short of common sense. 
The real difficulty is not that there is no 
money, but that the people of Japan are so 
eminently practical that they do not care to 
inveat in-anything that is neither “tintinns 
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abnlous nor convertible into kinsatsn.” “ Any 
science that offers opportunities for pilfering 
‘ squeezers,’ makes no promise to improve 
the rice crop or the flavour of the suké, serves 
none of the wants of sensual pleasure, jingles 
no bells, and refuses to make use of the sop 
of flattery, may be suffered to exist for the 
sake of appearances, bat is certain to be 
is agratts as unprofitable.” 

'o prove the fallacy of this very ‘ prac- 
tical” view of things, Mr. Waitman briefly 
discusses the question of culture and shows 
the advantages to be derived from a careful 
study of theliberal sciences both ‘“ pare ” and 
“applied.” He then shows some of the 
“ practical” lessons to be derived from Zoo- 
logy, such as the discovery of those micro- 
organisms, commonly called bacteriu which 
cause meat to putrefy, fruit to rot, milk to 
sour, and namerous other kinds of fermenta- 
tion, in addition to being a fraitful sourco of 
zymotic and other diseases. 

Sach, in brief, is the sum and substance of 
Mr. Wairman’s pamphlet. Our review has 
of necessity been a brief and a hurried one; 
in fact, much more so than we could wish. 
Mr. Warrman is a naturalist whom any Uni- 
versity may be justly proud to number 
amongst its roll of professors, Although he 
does not say so in as many words he evidently 
holds, to some extent, the Darwinian theory 
of evolution and development. For this, we 
think no one will quarrel with him, except it 
be a few prejudiced persons, who prefer to 
walk in the blindness of faith rather than in 
the light of reason. Old-world fables regard- 
ing the origin of the human race are now 
pretty well exploded and no longer carry 
much weight with any biologist who has 
attentively studied the subject. 

We can safely commend Mr. WHITMAN'S 
work to the favourable consideration of our 
readers. the light, flowing style in which 
he expresses his thoughts will cause many to 
read the book who may have hitherto con- 
sidered zoology to be too dry and abstruse 
a subject to be classed amongst light litera- 
tare. There is however, a happy knack peca- 
liar to some writers of popularising instruc- 
tion, of (figuratively) instilling life and 
warmth into dead, dry-as-dast matter, and 
we have no hesitation in saying that Mr. 
Wurtman possesses this faculty to an eminent 


degree. 


7 Beports. 


THE FLYING SQUADRON. 


Tue long anticipated visit of the Flying 
‘Squadron and the two English Princes has 
at length become a reality. Early yesterday 
morning (21st. Oct.) it became known that the 
fleet was insight, and crowds of foreigners aud 
Japunese flocked to the Baud. The vessels, 
four in number, sieamed slowly up the bay, 
the Bacchante leading the way, followed by the 
Cleopatra a little tu starboard, then came the 
flagship, Inconstuxt, almost abreast of the 
Cleopatra on the port side, the Carysfort 
bringing up the rear. As the squadron 
steamed slowly round the lightship they 
presented a very imposing appearance; the 
Bacchante, on board of which are the Princes, 
being distinguishable by a peculiar white 
band round ber bulwarks, which had the 
effect in the distance of making her look 
considerably smaller than she really is; aud 
the immense gize of the Inconsiant rendered 


her easily recognisable. There was considera- 
ble speculation as to the absence of the Tour- 
maline, we may therefore mention that that 
vessel being short of cual put into Simoda 
yesterday afternoon on account of bad wea- 
ther, for thoagh Yokohama was not visited 
with much wind, we aro informed that it 
blew a severe gale outside the bay. 

Much surprise was evinced when it was 
found the Princes Albert Victor and George 
of Wales were not going to land yes- 
terday. It is not often that Japanese 
are caught napping when visitors of dis- 
tinction are expected, but in this instance 
they were, for it turns out that they did not 
expect the fleet to arrive until next Tuesday. 
The consequence was no persons of distinc- 
tion arrived to welcome the sons of the 
Prince of Wales. On applying at the Port 
Admiral’s office for information as to the 
time the Princes would land and proceed to 
Tokio, we were politely informed that instruc- 
tions had been received from the Minister 
of the War Department to the effect that no 
information was to be given to the public 
without first obtaining the permission of 
that officer. However, we have received in- 
formation from a trastworthy source that the 
Princes will laud on Monday morning; and 
as the Bacchante lies a lung way out, the 
guns will give ample uotice of the time of 
leaving the ship. 

The squadron left Brisbane, Queensland, 
on the 20th Augast last for Fiji, having 
spent a very pleasant time in the Australian 
colonies, especially at Melbourne, which an 
officer on the flagship enthusiastically terms 
“one of the finest cities in the world.” ihe 
original programme was that the fleet should 
remain at Melbourne a week ; but the hos- 
pitality of the Australians was so mach ap- 
preciated, that it was only at the end of 
seven weeks of continuous festivity the men- 
of-war contrived to get away. Brisbnne 
does not appear to have been so much ap- 
preciated, which is not to be wondered at 
when it is understood that the vessels had to 
anchor about twenty-five miles from the city. 

The journey to Fiji was made without ac- 
cident, Levuka being reached on the 3rd 
September. The squadron had been expect- 
ed and the natives proceeded to welcome 
them in their own peculiar fashion which, 
to say the least, appears to have been vory 
hearty. The officers were invited on shore 
to a makd maké, or dance by torchlight, in 
which the King’s warriors took part, dressed 
in their war paint, and armed with immense 
clubs, which they twisted about with ax 
much easo as if they were only twigs, and 
throwing themselves into all sorts of fantastic 
attitudes. The dance was renewed every 
night. The chiefs boarded the Bacchante in 
order to see the Princes, bringing presents of 
turtle, yams and kindred things; and before 
the vessels left natives and foreigners were 
invited to a dance on board the Inconstant, an 
invitation which as many availed themselves 
of as the sbip would hold. The natives 
greatly admired the engines of war on board ; 
but what astonished them most during the 
stay of the squadron was an exhibition of the 
electric light. They were puzzled, bat final- 
ly came to the conclusion that the sun had 
returned before its usual time and settled on 
the Inconstant. 

On the 10th. September the squadron sail- 
ed away from the Fiji islands for Japan, 
with fine weather and the prospect of a 
pleasant and speedy passage. As the vessels 
were mostly under sail, however, a succes- 
sion of calms retarded thoir progress con- 


siderably, 


On passing Pleasant Island, some of the 
inhabitants boarded the men-of-war, bringing 
with them pigs, yams, fowls and a couple 
of kittens. The officers of the Inconstant 
were somewhat surprised to receive a visit 
here from an Englishman, who gave the 
name of Harris, and said that he had been 
on the island thirty-nine years. The inhabi- 
tants of Pleasant Island number about two 
thousand, and are noted for their frequent 
quarrels with each other. The man Harris 
said he was a native of Plymouth and had 
always been well treated by the natives. 

On the 27th. September the Caroline 
group was sighted; and on the 138th. inst. 
the Bonin islands passed. The weather 
had been exceptionally fine and warm, the 
thermometer remaining in the neighboar- 
hood of ninety degrees the whole way. On 
Thursday last, however, the weather changed, 
raining heavily the whole day and blowing 
a gale, which, as before mentioned, necessit- 
ated the Tourmaline putting into Simoda 
bay for shelter. 

A few days ago the Zephyr left Yokohama 
with the mails for the squadron, but unfor- 
tunately did not fall in with it, 80 the Pegasus 
yesterday morning went to look for the 
Zephyr. It is supposed the latter was passed 
in the night by the squadron. 

The Wanderer was left behind at Levaka 
with instructions to proceed to the Sandwich 
islands, thence to Hakodate and Yokohama, 
and may be expected here in a short time. 

The Inconstant is an iron vessel with wood 
casing, of 16 guns, eight of which are twelve 
tons, throwing shot of 250 lbs. weight. Her 
fall complement of officers and men number 
605, but by deaths and desertions that num- 
ber has been reduced to 560. Though not 
what might be called a handsome vessel the 
Inconstané is the most imposing of the 
squadron, and is noted for her speed 
she being capable of exceeding 18 knots 
an hour. She is propelled by two horizon- 
tal trank engines made by Humphrey and 
Tennant; and an Australian contemporary 
says that the main engines at fall a make 
fifty revolutions, the shaft having a diameter 
of 20 in. Travelling down the tannel ample 
opportunity is afforded the visitor to ap- 
preciate the immense proportions of this forg- 
ing, and at the same time to become practically 
acquainted with the method of adjusting the 
propeller, so that it may be raised and the ship 
put under canvas. To accomplish this a gauge 
is fitted just inside the bush, by means of 
which the engineers can tell when the 
screw is straight up and down, and ina 
proper position to receive the large frame. 
The latter contrivance is then lowered over 
the fan, the tackles fixed to the purchases, 
and in merry measure, with fife and drum, 
the tars haul the ponderous propeller up the 
trank way. The tannel is oot by any means 
an uninteresting place, for it discloses the 
lighting arrangements of the magazines, in 
the shape of recesses, through the glass sides 
of which brilliant lights stream, thus provid- 
ing all illumination to be desired with posi- 
tive safety. Then there is ample room for 
the stowage of spare boiler tubes, which, by 
the way, can be replaced nt sea without 
difficulty. Duplicates of every part of the 
machinery are conveniently disposed in 
various parts of the engine-room, a large 
cylinder cove being especially an object of 
admiration. There are two complete sets of 
diving apparatus on board, and no less than 
thirty of the crew of 605 are qualified to use 
them. The special engines provided for 
pumping purposes are in themselves extremely 


powgrtal, one of thesa—a double cylinder 
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horizontal of 40-horse power—drives a pair 
of pumpe, whilst another of vertical pattern is 
connected with a centrifugal. The combined 
power thus developed throws 2,279 tons of 
water out of the ship per hour. Then there 
are engines for compressing air for the torpe- 
does, for driving the electric light apparatus, 
and starting the main propelling power. 
Some idea of the extent of the machinery 
and the value of the ship may be gathered 
from the fact that the boilers cost £22,000, 
the pumping engines £12,000, the main 
engines £32,000, the spare gear £4,000, and 
the vessel complete £243,000. Passing into 
the stokeholes one discovers that the boilers 
are placed in the wings of the ship, as is 
usually the case in the service. The boilers, 
eleven in number, are divided between 
two water-tight compartments, and the 
steam is so distributed that one com- 

tment can be flooded without depriv- 
ing the ship of her engine-power. The 
principle of water-tight compartments is 
thoroughly carried out throughout the vessel. 
Special precautions are taken in order to 
seoure the prompt closing of all doors, when 
an emergency arises. The bunkers have a 
capacity of 800 tons, which quantity, how- 
ever, would scarcely be sufficient for ten 
days’ steaming. Leaving the engine-room 
one passes through a very large store-room, 
containing, among other things, a massive 
steel cable, which supplanted the 22 in. 
European formerly in use. The cable, which 
is carried on a drum, proved to be of the 
greatest service when the squadron was pro- 
ceeding from the Falkland Islands to the 
Cape; itbecame necessary that the flagship 
should tow two of her consorts, and the new 
cable was quite equal to the immense strain. 
The chain cables are of extraordinary size ; 
one.is provided for each of the twelve anchors 
on board, the regulation length being 120 
fathoms. The capstan is of the ordinary 
style, fitted only for manual power. The 
absence of ateam steering-gear is also remark- 
able, the hage helm being controlled by three 
wheels, with the usual brake. Upon the 
main deck the principal armament is carried, 
aud it is here that the visitor realises the 
ship's power. Upon either side are five 
12 ton Qin. M.L.R. guns, carrying £50 Ib. 
shot, so that the weight of the broadside 
would be 1,250 Ib., or something over half a 
ton. The guns can be laid by correspond- 
ing quadrants under instructions from the 
officer on the upper deck, who directs that 
the line of fire shall be so many degrees bo- 
fore or abaft the beam; the ship is then 
brought into the proper position by the helm, 
and the moment the quadrant is justified the 
whole broadside is discharged by electricity. 
It is hardly reassuring to the landsman that 
so much reliance should be placed on a net- 
work of wires, the circuit of which a shot 
might dissever. The electrical current is 
applied from cells in the bottom of the sbip. 
Immediately abaft the main battery, and 
facing the ports in the same manner as the 
guns, are the two Whitehead torpedoes; 
these formidable engines of naval warfare 
each repose in a cradle which in itself is a 
marvel of mechanism. The torpedo is a 
cigar-shaped cylinder, from 14ft. to 15ft. 
long, constructed of steel; the head is fitted 
with two feelers like the whiskers of a cat, 
which act as detonators, whilst the tail ends 
with a screw propeller similar to that used in 
a small steam launch. The interior is divided 
into three compartments, the firat containing 
the bursting charge of 87lb. of gun cotton ; 
the second the air-chamber; and the third 


}he propelling mechanism. The compressed 


air is supplied from an engine, the presence 
of whisk has already been noticed in the 
machinery department, the pressure being 
equal to 750lb. to the square inch, though 
that of 1,000Ib. is available; the charging is 
accomplished by connecting a jin. supply 
pipe with an aperture in the casing, the 
operation occupying from 1} to 2 minutes; a 
small gauge near the face regulates the 
distance the machine is required to ran, and 
the extent of submersion, and then all is ready 
for action. The projection of the torpedo 
throngh the port into the water is accom- 
plished by means of what is known as 
the ‘“‘impulse motion,” which consists of a 
piston supplied with air from an independent 
reservoir. Electrivity is applied to bring 
the piston into play, the spark being used 
to release a weighted crank, which in turn 
starts the whole mechanism. It is asserted 
that one of these torpedoes is sufficient to 
destroy the most formidable ironclad afloat. 
The contract price at which they are manu- 
factured is £450 each. Upon the same deck 
are several rocket tubes for boat service, in 
addition to the varions small arms. The 
rifles supplied to the seamen number 204, 
and are of the Martini-Henry pattern. New 
revolvers were served out in Melbourne; these 
are fitted with Adams’s new ball-dog ex- 
tractor, an invention of the greatest utility 
in the process of reloading. On the upper 
deck are six 6} ton guns siepoest in such a 
manner as to command a fire from either side 
of the ship; two of these are placed jnst be- 
fore the mizen mast, and constitute the 
quarter-deck battery ; two more are situated 
farther forward, and the remaining pair serve 
as bow and stern chasers. At the broadside 
are six 20lb. Armstrong guns, throwing 
lead coated projectiles ; these are simply uscd 
for salating purposes. In addition to these 
are four Gatling guns for each top, weapons 
which proved their efficacy when the Shah—a 
sister ship of the Inconstant—encountered the 
Peruvian ironclad Huascar. The ingenuity of 
these mitrailleuses is remarkable, every one of 
the ten barrels having an fndependent lock, 
which can be replaced, even in action, at.a 
moment’s notice; these weapons are trye 
sighted to 2000 yards, and discharge 200 shots 
per minute. Then on the bridge and on either 
side of the forecastle are found the Nor- 
denfeldt guns, designed to repel and dostray 
torpedo boats; these wonderful contrivances 
discharge balls, each weighing 41b, witha 
speed that is astonishing ; one man can ensily 
handle the weapon, depressing it or describ- 
ing a circle with ease. We were informad 
that these guus would fire 200 balls a minute, 
and hit an object with remarkable accaragy 
at 3,000 yards. Upon the bridge is the Ing- 
tern of the electric light, which is used for 
discovering torpedo boats, signalling pur- 
poses, and navigating at night time or jn 
foggy weather. 


GRAND BALL AT TOKIO. 


di Bas ball given last night (27th. ult) 
at the Engineering College Tokio 
will long be remembered by those who 
lad the privilege of being present. It 
was one of the most splendid entertain- 
mepts which has ever taken place within 
the memory of the “oldest inhabitant,” 
whoever that apocryphal individual may be, 
and it is to be hoped that the young guests 
in whose honour the festivities were cele- 
brated will return to the ‘old country” 
duly impressed with the generous hospi- 
tality of the Japanese, who have certainly 


done their best to accord a hearty welcome 
to the grandsons of England’s qaeen. 

As “faithful chroniclers” we shall of 
course be expected to give a true account of 
all that took place; but how to begin, or 
what to say is the difficulty, for to use the 
words of Shakespeare “it beggar'’d all de- 
scription.” As Byron says :— 

“A thousand hearts beat happily and when 

Music aroge with its voluptuous swell, 

Soft eyes look’d love to eyes that spoke again, 

And all went merry as a marriage bell.” 

To come to the point. ‘The invitations 
were issued for 8.30 p.m. and most of tho 
Yokohama guests came up by the 7 o’clock 
train. During the journey a heavy shower 
of rain fell and it was feared that there was 
a wet walk or ride in store from Shinbashi 
station tothe Kobn Daigakko. Such fears 
proved to be groundless as the weather clear- 
ed long before the train reached its destina- 
tion. 

It has often been said that ‘one man’s 
necessity is another’s opportunity,” and so 
it proved with the jinrikisha men at Shin- 
bashi. They knew their services were 
indispensable and had to be engaged 
at any price. As a natural consequence 
thoy did not forget to ‘put it on.” Their 
demands were extortionate beyond all oon- 
science. There can be no question that they 
reaped a rich harvest last night, although, 
they did not get all they asked for. They 
had to submit to a compromise. 

During the greater part of the way the 
drive from the station to the scene of the 
festivities was not a particularly pleasant one. 
The night was pitch dark, the springs of 
Tokio jinrikisha are very often rather the 
worse for being new so soon, and tho 
roads of that city would cause Mac- 
adam to shed tears were he still in the 
land of the living. After a ten minutes 
jolt our attention was directed to what 
in the thick darkness which prevailed, 
appeared to be countless balls of fire 
suspended in mid air. A few moments more 
and the mystery was cleared up. The lofty 
arch-way leading into the grounds of the 
Kobu Daigakko was festooned with crimson 
Japanese lanterns, as also were the numerous 
trees in the enclosure ; indeed they were sus- 
pended from every possible and impossible 

lace and their number must have reached 
hundreds, if not thousands. The effect was 
magnificent, though it is an open question 
whether it might not have been enhanced by 
the lamps being of different colours and 
patterns instead of one uniform design. The 
corridor leading to the large hall was also 
hung with lanterns on which were depicted 
various national flags, &. 

Proceeding onwards by “slow and sure”’ 
degrees the guesta reached the entrance, 
where they were cordially greeted by their 
Imperial Highnesses Prince and Princess Kite 
Shirakawa, to whom the highest praise is due 
for the courtesy and urbanity they displayed 
to every one. 

The spacious hall which had been set apart 
for the worship of Terpsichore was tastefully 
decorated with flowers and evergreens, the 
galleries being hung with red and white cloth 
looped up here and there with crimson tassels. 
Above the dais at the pags end, on which 
seats were ranged for the accommodation 
of the royal and imperial party was a large 
cedar tree from which were suspended 
various floral designs and over which the 
royal standards of Kugland and Japan were 
intertwined. 

The guests began to arrive about 8.30 
and kept pouring in uatil, about 10.15 pum, 
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by which time there could not have heen less 
present than about from 350 to 400. To 
give the names of even a quarter part of 
those who responded to the invitation would 
be impossible. Suffice it to say that 
the members of the cabinet, many of 
the datjin, sangi, heads of departments, 
naval and military -eficers in the imperial 
service, &c., &c. Many of the last named 
were in uniform, bat by far the majority 
were iu plain evening dress. The corps 
diplomatique were also strongly represented, 
as also were tho officers of the ships belong- 
ing to the detached squadron, and there was 
also a large number of the leading foreign 
residents of Tokio and Yokohama. 

About 10.20 p.m. there were signs of 
a “move on the boards.” Presently, 
at a signal from one of the masters 
of ceremonies the band stationed in the 
gallery commenced “God save the Queen,” 
and their Royal Highnesses Princes Albert 
Victor and George entered the hall 
escorting respectively Princesses Higashi 
Foshimi and Kita Shirakawa, and attended 
by Mr. Kennedy, H. M.’s Ohargé d’ Affaires, 
members of the legation, &c., &c. 

After the party had taken their scats on 
the dais several presentations were made to 
their Royal Highnesses by Mr. Kennedy, the 
Hon. Jobo A. Bingham, U.S. Minister, &c. 
We have read somewhere about that “ divinity 
which doth hedge a king,” but rio such iden 
seems to possess the young princes. Forms 
and ceremonies were scattered to the winds 
by them ; there was no standing on dignity, 
they shook hands and conversed freely and 
affably with all to whom they were introduced, 
and there can be no doubt they won golden 
Opinions on all sides by the tact they display- 
ed in thus ignoring the worn-out traditions 
of unbending royal etiquette. 

The masters of ceremonies knew their 
duty, performed it cleverly, and were not 
long in requesting pertners to take their 
places for the first set. The band struck up 
andPrince Albert Victor led off with Miss 
Tuouye, daughter of the minister for foreign 
affairs—who by the way speaks English most 
fluently and often acts as_interpreter for the 
Empress—and Prince George with Mrs. 
Kennedy. Dancing was kept up with much 
spirit until about 11.20, when an adjqgurnment 
was.made to the refreshment rooms, whero 
ample -justice was done to the goed things 
provided. 4 

After an interval of about half an honr 
the “light fantastic” was resumed. The 
priuces joined in one or two round dances 
and returned to the Yenriokwan aboat 12.15 
a.m. The departure of the principal guests 
proved asignal for many others to follow 
their example. The majority of the Yoko- 
hama visitors returned by the 1 a.m. special 
train, though there were a few energetic 
dancers who preferred to avail themselves of 
tho one which left an hour later. 

- Thus ended an affair which was a trinm. | 
phant -success. We feel certain that. those 
who were present were deeply sensible of the 
generous hospitality displayed by their Japan- 
ese hosts and that this pleasant evening will 
Me tone and gratefally remembered by one 
and all. 


FOREIGN SILK ASSOCIATION. 
Minutes of a meeting of silk morchants 
held at the rooms of the Chamber of Com- 
merce, on ‘Thursday, the 20th. Oct., 1881. 
Mr. Wilkin in the chair. 
After the minutes of last meeting had been 
tead and confirmed. 


The Cuatrmay atated that the draft of 
the memorial which had been Inid before 
them last week wonld not come up for con- 
sideration. It had been circulated for perusal 
in a form somewhat amended in order 
to meet the opinions expressed at lant meet- 
ing. At the same time, he would say 
that so many farther suggestions had been 
made, and such different views expressed as 
to the best mode of putting the subject into 
shape, that the committee thonght it better 
not to attempt the impracticable task of 
combining everything, and that it would be 
better not to proceed with it at present :—he 
understood also that the gentleman who 
originally framed it had the same views. 

The Chairman also stated that a letter had 
been received by Mr. Walsh and himself from 
the Hon. J. A. Bingham, in which Mr. Bing- 
ham expressed his regret that thore appeared 
to have been some misunderstanding as to 
bow it was he himself had sent no reply to it, 
and begged that it might be understood that 
he intended no disrespect. 

The import merchants had continued their 
attempts at mediation, and the chairman read 
a letter received from them that afternoon, 
in which they madc some propositions. These 
propositions, it would be seen, went very 
little way further than before, but he believed 
that they might pave the way to further 
concessions, and ultimately to such as might 
be acceptable. He presumed that it was un- 
necessary to ask them not to give credence to 
the reports which were spread by the native 
newspapers and else wise as to the subject. 

Mr. P. THomas then proposed-seconded by 
Mr. Hermann :— 

That the resolution as passed last weck, 
and reaffirming the declaration of 2lst. 
September should be again confirmed and 
renewed. Carried unimonsly. 

Mr. Hxmann proposed and Mr. Kincpon 
seconded :— 

That the memorial should be withdrawn. 


Siux Assocration. 

After considerable discussion Mr. Ktnapon 
proposed in order to test the feeling of the 
meeting and Mr. E. Warrraut seconded: — 

That no notice be taken of the letter 
received from the native import merchats. 

Mr. Taos proposed as an amendment and 
Mr. J. Fraser seconded :— 

That a reply be sent to the import mer- 
chants, thanking them for their attempted 
mediation but stating that the terms they 
propose shew that they have failed to compro. 
bend the real nature of the difference between 
the silk guild and the foreign bayers. 

Mr. Pau, HetyMany proposed as n second 
amendment and Mr. C. HEmMANN seconded : — 

That the committee reply to the letter 
from the native import merchants declining 
their mediation on the basis of the rules pro- 

osed by the guild remaining in force. 

The latter amendment was put to the 
meeting and lost and Mr. T. THomas’s amend- 
tent was then carried. 

A vote of thanks to the chairman was pro- 
posed and unamimonsly carried and the meet- 
ing was adjourned sine die. 


EQUAL RIGHTS FOR THE PEOPLE— 
EVEN THOUGH NOT FULLY 
CIVILIZED. 


An address delivered by Mr. Itagaki in Osaka. 
(Osaka Nippo—Hiogo News Translation.) 


My purpose, gentlemen, in addressing you 
is to spenk about the principle of liberty, 
equality of rights, and I advance ea my 


theme the proposition that there ought to be 
no difference in the rights of the people even 
though the country may not be fally civi- 
lized. 

Now this principle which we advocate has 
not as yet attained its proper influence over 
the public mind. Why is this ? Is it because 
those who advocate it are in a minority ? or 
is it because the people at large do not take 
sufficient interest in national affairs? Which- 
ever may be the fact in the case, we believe 
that we have not as yet exerted our whole 
strength in promuigating the principle. 
Hence this shall be my present endeavour, 
and instead of blunting the point of my 
spear in an attack upon the branch castles 
and small fortifications of those who oppose 
us, I prefer to advance at once upon their 
chief strongholds, and pressing with short- 
end sword directly into their citadel crush 
them there before the eyes of all. 

I will leave it to your judgment, gentle- 
men, as to whother I succeed in my attempt. 

Let me, then, in the first place, state simply 
and concisely what that position of our 
opponents is, and make that the ground of 
my criticisms. They tell as, then, that our 
people are as yet uncivilized; that the poor 
and ignorant are very numerous, and that if, 
with the people thus poor and ignorant, we 
make public discussion a prominent feature of 
the government, t. e. institute a constitutional 
form, it will be detrimental to the public wel- 
fare. For, they say, as the poor have no 
property as a nucleus for their affections and 
intereste, their self regard will be of a 
shallow, superficial nature, not deep aud per- 
manent, and their actions will be inconstant 
and unstable. So too, as regards the ignorant, 
not having sufficient knowledge for a proper 
consideration of matters at issue, they 
will be careless in judgment, fickle in 
conduct, and rude in manner. It is then 
poor and ignorant classes which constitute 
the majority in society. And to have this 
majority of the poor and ignorant dominating 
over and ruling the upper classes—the in- 
telligent and rich, who are in a minority— 
will be injurious to the welfare, the happiness 
of society, and endanger the very life of our 
country. 

So it is said, but to auch reasoning I can- 
not assent. Let me, however, before I attack 
this position of our opponents, beg your at- 
tention while I explain the meaning of this 
term welfaro or happiness. As men’s facul- 
ties vary in degree, it is evident that their 
happiness also’ varies, so that the degree 
which one person will have ia certain pre- 
scribed circumstances cannot be predicted 
by the experience of another in similar oir- 
cumstances. For instance, one person meet- 
ing with difficalty lacks power of endurance, 
and hence succumbs to it, in which case the 
difficulty becomes a source of unhappiness 
to him. But another person, having power 
of endurance, meets this same difficulty and 
conqners it, thereby gaining strength, and 
to him the difficulty proves a source of hap- 
piness. The very same difficulty proves a 
source of happiness to one, and of uahappi- 
ness to the other. It is just like a fall 
grown person being able to digest corn and 
meat for his food, while children mast be 
content with milk. 

Hence Mr. Spencer's definition of happiness 
as the ability to use the various faculties in 
due proportion is a true one, as IL have no 
doubt yon will all acknowledge. Let me 
then proceed at once to the proper subject of 
discussion, 

Among mankind freedom does not diff or 
with difference of rage; it does not permit 
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diversity of. right, but guarantees equal 
right to all. A priors, there is no fixed rule 
of society that A. should stand above B., and 
above C. The reason that there is, at pre- 
sent, such difference of rights is because the 
rich and intelligent dominate over the poor 
and ignorant, who submit from lack of power 
to maintain their rights. 


Not that the poor and ignorant cannot 
stand of themselves; not that they have no 
liking for liberty, bnt that they cannot do 
otherwise than yield, being constrained by 
their circumstances. 

Again, society is nota term which stands 
for one individual or one family. As Taiko 
(a noted Chinese scholar) said, “ the world is 
not the world of one man, but the world of 
the world ;” so society is not the society of 
one map, but the society of society, and 
hence whatever tends to the happiness of tho 
greatest number of people must be regarded 
as tending to the happiness of society. This 
is a fixed principle in the organisation of 
Ppoiitical society. 

Moreover, look at England, France and 
America, countries whose civilization is 
undoubted, and the fitness of whose people to 
take a part in the government is admitted by 
those who argue against us. You will see in 
these countries also, very diverse conditions 
in respect to poverty and wealth, intelligence 
and ignorance, and hence the theory that, for 
@ majority of the lower classes to rule a mi- 
nority of the apps classes is injurious 
to the happiness of society, will hold equal. 
ly true in those countries, so that, if 
we admit for the sake of argument their 
contention, we mast declare that England, 
France and America have also not yet ad- 
vanced to that state where the people show a 
fitness to take part by public discussion in 
their own government. Moreover, when our 
opponents argue that the government should 
be in the hands of the wise, they do not 
mean by the wise the sages of the world, 
as Socrates, Confucius and Mencius, for 
the wisdom of these holy men cannot be 
comprehended by the vulgar eyes of the 
world. What they mean by “the wise” 
are those whom the great mass of the 
people acknowledge to be wise, and the 
reason that the people acknowledge them 
to be so is becanse they, the people, can 
understand them, can sympathize with them, 
and believe them able to promote the general 
welfare: i.¢., the common people thinking 
their own happiness to be identical with that 
of these men whom they acknowledge as 
wise, can sympathize with them. Conse- 
quently there is no reason at all for snpposing 
that the majority of the common people will 
interfere with the welfare of the wise minori- 
ty. To suppose it would be self. contradictory, 
since the common people by so doing would 
be preventing their own happiness. Hence, 
thongh I have often reflected upon the 
subject, I cannot understand how the majori- 
ty composed of the poor and ignorant are 
going to injure or mar the welfare of a rich 
snd intelligent minority. 

Now—granting that the government should 
be administered by the wisest—how are these 
men to be chosen? Suppose that by chance 
we have a man predminent for wisdom, and 
exalt him to be the head of the nation; what 
if he, relying upon his own wisdom, rules 
according to his unrestrained will as a 
despot P 

@ must pronounce such a course exceed- 
ingly injurious to society, because, if he con- 
sulta only bis own wisdom, though he be 
wise, as the people do not exercise their 
pinds, nor take part in publio matters, they 


will, instead of advancing, retrograde in 
knowledge and intelligence and fall to a con- 


dition which is beyond our conception. For 
confirmation look at,-Rome during the reign 
of Augustus, and Spain under Ferdinand, 
and see how the state of society declined. 
Whenever we can point to the reign of a 
despot and call it beneficial, we perceive 
that it had already lost the spirit of des- 
potism. 

Sach sayings as that of Kuachnu, that “the 
administration will prosper when it follows 
the heart of the people, and will fall when it 
is against the heart of the people!” Such as 
that of Taiko, ‘ There is nothing unseen if 
we look with the eyes of the world,” such as 
that of Mencius, ‘‘Only after the whole 
people have called a man wise ought we to 
vegard him as sach and exalt him,” and such 
as that, written in the Book of Traditions, 
“He who likes what the people like, and 
hates what the people hate, is called indeed 
the parent of the people.” Such, sayings as 
these do not designate a man moved by a 
spirit of self-assertion, but one who listens to 
others. A government administered by such 
an one has lost the spirit of despotism. If 
80, is it not better to establish from the 
outset representative or constitutional gov- 
ernment ? 

Again, for what purpose is a governmont 
established ? Is it not to defend the weak 
against abuse by the strong? Now the 
government, on the contrary, is pursuing a 
policy which makes the rich and intelligent 
tyrannize over the poor and ignorant ; foster- 
ing that spirit leads the strong to abuse the 
weak. Is uot this entirely contrary to the 
fundamental principle of proper government ? 
It is just like an attempt to protect yourself 
against thieves by the help of other thieves 
whom you permit to practice their art freely. 

Now I believe that I have worsted our op- 
ponents in their chief stronghold — their 
citadel. Having crushed their greatest argu- 
ment, there remains only the minor point, 
viz., the belief that there is no constancy in 
the heart of a people who have no permanence 
in their occupations. I will not leave the 
enemy even this argument unanswered, they 
might attempt to shield themselves in a 
measure against the fall force of what I have 
said. 

If we look at the testimony of history, both 
ancient and modern, we shall see that the 
spirit of progress manifests itself first among 
the poorer classes, while as a rule most of the 
rich are conservative in spirit. Take an 
example from the facts in the Inte revolation. 
The patriote sprang mostly from the poorer 
class, while the rich held back and simply 
looked at the troubles which threatened the 
country from within and from without. 

Fartherinore, as the rich have an egotistio 
bins, we sev examples of men who have for 
the seke of their own personal advantage 
tarned traitor to the country. Consequently 
[ assert that the spirit of patriotism does not 
depend upon conditions of wealth or poverty, 
but always springs from the activity of the 
public spirit, and fails when such activity is 
wanting. 

Having thus met the arguments of the 
enemy in every point, and answered leaving 
them no way of escape, I will conclude by 
reiterating the declaration that there ought 
to be no difference in the rights of the people, 
even though they may not be fally civilized. 

Verily we must guard against the tendency 
to fall into that spirit of corrupt scholars and 
base men which leads to the abuse of the 
weak by tho strong. It is our duty to help 
the weak and defend them agaiust the en- 


croachments of the mighty, From this duty 
we will not turn aside, even though our bo- 
dies be crushed and onr bones ground to 
powder. 


ORIOKET. 


Yoxonama C. C. vs. Visrrons, Navy anv Toxro. 


This match, which took place on the 21st. 
October was of great interest to all lovers 
of cricket from the fact that one of the 
beat players in the world was to take a part, 
resulted in a victory forthe Yokohama Cricket 
Clab, of which the members mny justly feel 
proud. Thw visitors won the toss and owing 
to the non-arrival of Mr. I, D. Walker sent 
the club to the wickets at about 11 o’clock. 
The first four wickets were very speedily dis- 
posed of, for only 15 rans. Messrs. Duff and 
W. B. Thomson then made a good stand and ran 
the score up to 84, before they were separated 
by an unlucky hit of the former gentleman. 
Mr. Sutter then followed and contributed 20, 
playing quite in his old form: his two hits for 
4 being made in particularly clean style. Mr. 
Stephens also batted well but was very injadi- 
cious in his running which ended in his 
running himself out. The score of the Yoko- 
hama Cricket Club fiually closed after tiffin 
with a total of 132, and Mr. I. D. Walker 
and Mr. R. Layard then went in for the visi- 
tors. The former gentleman played in splen- 
did style, placing carefully every ball he hit 
out of the way of the fielders and during the 
whole of his innings did not give a single 
chance, carrying out his bat for 62 runs. The 
test of the eleven did not play in good form, 
and the total score obtained was only 99. In 
many cases the fielding of the Yokohama 
Cricket Club was very careless and a good 
many extra runs were thus added to the score 
which we append :— 


Yoxomama. 
Dr. E. Wheeler, b. Strange - - - - - - - 4 
J. P. Mollison, c. Trevethick, b. Layard - - - 4 
G. T. Veitch, c. » db. Layard - - - - - 3 
J. H. Thompson, b. Layard - - - - - - - i) 
C. M. Duff, c. Large, b. Strangee - - - - - 21 
W. B. Thomeon, b. Strange - - - - - + - 42 
W. Sutter, b. Strange - - - - - + - - + 20 
J. Dodds, c. Walker, b. hecing eile eee 3 
B. Durant, c. Blennerhasset, b. Strange - - - 2 
C. E. Stephens, runout - - - - - - - + 18 
A. Hearne, notout - - - +--+ +--+ - 2 
Tag hifendosy nets 3 
yee - ee ee atten Tone, 
Wides ae eo ace is rie Met te 8 
182 
Visrrons, Navy ann Toxto. 

I. D. Walker, not out - - - »- - - 2 2 « 62 
RB. La: b. Wheeler - - - - - - - 2 @ 3 
Dr. Blennerhassett, b. Wheeler - - - - - - 0 
F. W. Strange, ranowt - - - - + - 7 2+ 7 
F. H. Trevethick, c. Mollison, b. Thomson - - 6 
Large,c Thomson, b. Wheeler - - - - - - 1 
Ww. 5 Kenny, b. Duff - - - - + = - oa £6 
Plate, B.N., c. Dodds, b. Duff - - - - + - & 
A.C. Reed,c.andb. Duff -- +--+ -+- 8 
J. H. Bullock, b. Th oe, wee eee 
Capt. Willan, B.N., b. Thomson. - - - - - H 

eB 2©« = © © = = © ew « = 
Wides- eee ee eee e 8 
99 

Bowuine ANatysts. 
Vistrors. 

Balls, Runs. Maiden overs. Wickets, Wides 

Strange --- 161 44 4 6 6 

Layard---- 80 81 8 8 3 

I.D. Walker- 76 40 3 - - 


Yoxowama Cricket Cius, 
Balls, Runs, Maiden overs. Wickets. Wideg. 
3 


W.B.Thomeon 95 30 6 2 5 
Dr. Wheeler- 80 41 4 8 _ 
C. M. Duff + 67. 16 2 4 - 
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Taz Detacuep Squapron vs Y. C. CO. 


Tats match was played yesterday (Oct. 29) 
and a betterday could hardly have been chosen. 
The ground was in excellent order and the 
pitch very good. The squadron won the toss 
and went in about 11.15; it having been 
previously agreed to play 12 on a side, a full 
eleven having been selected from the squad- 
ron before it was known that Lieut. Winsloe 
would be able to return from Tokio in time 
to play. The Visitors were disposed of before 
tiffin for a total of 73 rans, of which Lieut. 
Bishop (Inconstant) contributed 23 and Mr. 
Thomas (Bacchante) and Lieut. Stopford 12 
each. 

The Y. 0. C. then went in and things did 
‘not appear very favourable when tho sixth 
wicket fell for only 35 runs of which 14 
bad been made by Mr. J. H. Thompson who 
was stumped by stepping out to an enticing 
ball. Mr. W.B. Thomson and Mr. F. Strange 
then contributed 29 and 22 respectively and 
the innings eventually closed with a total 
of 95. 

After a short rest the Navy again went in, 
Messrs. Stopford and Thomas also making 
the highest scores for their side. At 5.15 
p.m. the scorer called time when the total 
stood at 43 for 9 wickets. Both sides 
fielded remarkably well and with one ex- 
ception the Y. C. C. must be congratulated 
on their improvement in this most important 
feature in the game. ‘Ihe band of H. M. S. 
Bacchante was in attendance and added 
greatly to the pleasure of those present by its 
excellent music : 


Below we give the full score :— 
THE FLYING SQUADRON vs. YOKOHAMA 
CRICKET CLUB. 


Tue Deracyzp Squapkon. Fiest INNINGS. 


Lieut. Corry ~ ra, b. Wheeler...... 
Lieut. Osborne Bacchante, b. Thomson 
Mr. Hill: do. b. do. 


yard . . 
Lieut. Bishop, B.M.A. ce. Daff, hg do. 


‘Mr. Moore Bacchante, . do. 
Mr. Thomas do. c. Satter, b. do. 
Mr. Christian do. b. do. 

. Lieut. Cleopatra, ‘not out 


. Stepford 
Lieut. Winsloe Inconstant, c. and b., 
Lieut. Royds Carysfort, b. Thomson 
Mr. Browning = do. c. Wheeler, 
Hon.G.A.Hardinge Bacchante, 1.b. 
Byes 2, Leg Byes 5, Wides 


Total. 
Bowtina ANaLysts. 


Yoxonama Caroxer Cis. 


Mr. Trevethick ..... c. and b..,....Bishop... 5 
a +b. do. 2 
J. 14 
a 1 

Mr. 2 

Mr. 29 

Mr. ~1 

Mr. 7 

Mr. 

Mr. a 

Mr. . 6 

Mr. Melhuish......... 2 

Byes 1, Wides 2 
95 
Bow1ine Ararais. 
Balls, Runs. Mtriden Overs, Wickets, Wides. 
i 16 13 2 _- 
i . 49 3 5 = 
Gaon we 25 18 2 = 1 


. Christian... 30 


‘Mr. Hillyard, run out ....... 


Tus Deracnep SquapRon. Sgconp INNINGS. 
Lieut. Stopford, c. Thompson, b. Strange 
Lieut. Corry, b. Strange .... 
Lieut. Osborne, b. Strange .. 


= 


= 


Lieut. Bishop, c. Thompson, b. Strange 
Mr. Moore, b. Thomson .. 
Mr. Thomas, not out.... 
Mr. Christian, c. Sutter, b. Strange 
Lieut. Winsloe, b. Strange . 
Lieut. Royds, b. Thomson . 
Mr. Browning, not out ....... 
Hon. G. A. Hardinge, to bat . 
Wide balls 3 


et COCREKHNORRr LO 


Bownine AnaLysis. 


Balls, Runs. Muiden Wickets. Wides. 
vers, 
Strange 75 ll 6 6 0 
Wheeler......... 85 13 1 oO 2 
W.B.Thomeon 60 16 1 3 1 


THE AUTUMN REGATTA. 

At Yokohama, as a rule, the various at- 
tempts at getting up regattas from time to 
time have not proved that eignal success 
which ardent lovers of aquatic sports could 
desire. They have generally been what may 
be termed ‘tame affairs.” This has been 
due mainly to the indifference manifested by 
the public generally, who either did not 
care sufficiently for the sport to walk as far as 
the bund or boathouse or were too deeply 
immersed in commercial affairs, rather than 
to any Inck of ambition to distinguish them- 
selves among the members of the Rowing 
Club. The ont-of-the-way situation of the 
old boat-house was also an impediment. It 
was only large enough to hold very few 
people; and the English hatoba interfered 
with the view of those who were compelled 
to remain downstairs. Taking it all in all it 
was a most inconvenient and incommodious 
place for a rendezvons. And when the Row- 
ing Club were forced to leave it, many were 
the prognostications that boating in Yoko- 
hama was dying a nataral death. It proved 
to be, however, the turning point for the 
better. A vigorous effort was made to esta- 


'blish the Club on a: sounder footing than 
‘it-had hitherto been; and the result proved 
‘what can be done by anited action. 


The 
difficulty of obtaining a suitable site haviug 
been done away with by'the Japanese autho- 
rities granting a eorser of the French hatoba, 
the committee set to work in earnest. Funds 
were soon raised and..a handsome, com- 
modious, and substantial building crected. 
The mémbor ship became considerably ang- 
mented in consequence, and to-day tho Yoko- 
tama Rowing Club is one of the strongest 
institutions of its kind in the East. 

The presence of the Flying Squadron, two 
of England’s princes, and a competitive crew 
from Kobe, have given the Autamn meeting 
of the Yokohama Amatour Rowing Club 
more interest to the general public than 
similar events have done for years past. 

This is the third time that a friendly 
contest between crews of the Kobe and 
Yokohama clubs has taken place. Eleven 
years ago this month Kobe was represented 
in an interport race at Yokohama by 

1. A. H. Blackwell, 10st. 2lbs. 

2. J. Waters, 11st. 5lbs. 

‘sg. M. T. B.'Macpherson, Hst. 121bs. 
A. C. Sim, Stroke, 11st. 6lbs. 
D. A. J.. Crombie, Cox., 10st. 2lba. 
st whom, to sustain the honours of the 
A. RB. C., were chosen : 
1. H.O. P. Wright, 11st. 6lbs. 
2. EB. J. Fraser, 10st. 104lbs. 
8. N. J. Hannen, 12a. $lb. 
e Hamilton, Stroke, 11st. 19lbs. 


8 


Glennic, Cox., 9st. 111bs. 


The contest resulted in favour of Yoko- 
Hama. It will be seen from tho above that 
two of the crew from Kobe éleven years ago 
pulled in the interport race to-day. 

In April 1876 the Yokohama Club sent a 
crew to compete for honours in Kobe, con- 
sisting of 

1. H. J. Snow, 1st. 8lbs. 

2. W. A. Towae, 11st. 18lbs. 

3. F. G. Davidson, 12st. 41bs. 

H. C. Litchfield, Stroke, 11st. 9lbs. 
J. Hodgkins, Cox., 9st. 7lbs 

The Kobe crew were 

1. J. Henson, 10st. 2lbs. 

2. M. T. B. Macpherson, 10st. 18]bs. 

8. J. W. Henderson, 10st. 13lbs. 

A.C. Sim, Stroke, 11st. Ibe. 
A. Vivanti, Cox., Sst. 51bs. 

The previous year Shanghai had sustained 
a severe defeat in Nagasaki waters in an 
interport race between crews from the 
various clubs of Shanghai, Nagasaki, and 
Kobe, the latter winning the race. To re- 
cover lost honours if possible Shanghai sent 
a strong crew to compete for the interport 
race at Kobe in 1876, viz :— 

1. O. M. W; » 11st. Sbe. 

3. J. Andee, bot tik 

8. B. McKenzie, 18st. 4lbs. 

D. Glass, Stroke, tlst. 6lbs, 
C. Dowdall, Cox., 9st. 4lbs. 

Throngh Mr. Wyatt breaking his oar when 
near home Kobe were again victorious, 
Yokohama being out of the race altogether. 

Reports of the doings of the team selected 
to compete in Yokohama this Autumn have 
reached us from time to time and Kobe has 
been the favourite crew up to the time of 
their arrival, when a reaction set in in favour of 
Yokohama, it being generally considered that 
the Kobe men were overtrained. Mr. Sim, 
however, always trains his men fine and were 
it not for Mr. Macpherson being slightly 
indisposed, there would “scarcely have been 
any reasonable grounds for the sudden growth 
in favour of the Yokohama crew, for until 
the'last week or two they have been at “sixes 
and sevens ” at practice. 

That all important item in sports, on land 
or water, the weather, was daly discussed this 
(Oct. 80) morning, ‘and considerable anziety 
was felt lest it should turn outs wet day. 
Between eight and:nine, however, the -pros- 
i was in favour of it being fine. The boat 

ouse presented a picturesque ap) ce 
being decorated aH baauiry and tell ge. 
Committee. 


_H. C. Livcurtenp, Saptain. 

Ligvt. C. H. Bartey, Starter and Umpire. 
J. Ricgert, ia 
Lev. C. F..G. Lanepox, ,, 
H. Bazup. 

A. H. C. Hasetwoop, Judge. 
Lreot. A. G. Tarts, 
Yrenp Durr. 

S. D. Heppoen. 

G. C. Woop. 

Gro. W. F. Prayrare, Hon. Secretary. 


First Day, 
Saturday, 29th, October, 1881. 
1.—Yacut Racz.—Time allowance, etc., 


bey N.Y. A. rules. Entrance,'$5. 1st. boat, 
5. 
James Ponald, Mary, Cutter, White, Red Cross, 
19 ft. ase see cee wee eee wee we 
A. Owston, Bertha, China, Blue, and Red Diago- 
nal, 17 ft. sey ne eee nee cee nee tee B 
George Watt, Florence, Cutter, Red, White Star 
BALL ee cased sssdeciesen. sas ioe me ase awe 8 


' The ‘starting place was between the 
Pegasus and Asia, and at 9.331 the gun 
was--fired.. The Mary had central position 
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and was the first to get her canvas spread to 
the wind, the Bertha, which had a leeward 
ition, being next to get under weigh. 

The Florence after a slight hitch sped 
merrily after the Mary, the latter round- 
ing the bathing barge firat, followed by 
the Bertha, which had the advantage of posi- 
tion of Mr. Owston's boat. After ,turning 
the Mary hoisted more sail and soon 
established a long lead. The Bertha followed 
suit and a very even race took place between 
her and the Chinese rigged boat until turn- 
ing against the wind when the former took 
a clear lead and established second position 
beyond question. The Mary completed once 
round at 11h. 86}m., followed by the Bertha 
three minutes later, the Florence not complet- 
ing her firat round till 12h. 44m. The Mary 
finished her second course at 1h. 19}m. 

We may mention that the time given above 
is not official but taken by one watch; the 
difference between the arrival of the boats 
may be taken as correct. 


2.—IntgRPort Fours.—One nautical mile 


Yoxonama Crew. 
Seagull, Red and Black. 
Fenner, Bow, 11st. 2lbs. ... ... 
Litchfield, 2, 12st... oe ieee > aes 
es, 8, llst., ... Sauy. Leas hriees 1 
joag, Stroke, List. “Bibs. 1. 
H. C. Haselwood, Coxswain 9st. 12lbs. 
Koss Crew: 
Thistle, Blue and White. 
Bow, lst. 2lbs. . 
er ear ne “Tost. ‘Lalbs. 


E. 
Cc. 
Bo: 


Cc. 
i. 
F. 
J.T. 
A. 


” Hort, Coxswain, Sst, Ibe. 1. ss. see 
Kobe started firat favourite, the betting 
being 80 to 20. Still Yokohama had many 
friends who finally rejoiced in pinning their 
faith to them. hen the gun was fired Mr. 
Sim got the Thistle going first, leading with 
a stroke of 32 against his opponents 28. 
When opposite the P. M. wharf Mr. Boag 
quickened his stroke to 31, and soon got 
level. This position was maintained antil 
rey spe the grand hotel, when Kobe seemed 
a. tema they kept up the eame stroke. 
Yoko! then put on a beautifal spurt, 
took the lead and kept it, winning, amid 
shouts of specorsl by three lengths, Sie. Sim 
slacking off at the finish. Time, 9m. 24}s. 


8.—Men-or-wak Gias.—Two nautical miles. 
lst. boat, $20 ; 2nd. boat, $10; 8rd. ean 
Cleopatra, 5 oare, Blue... 10. ose tee tee wee 
Encounter, 5 oars, White woe . 
Carysfort, 6 oars, Red 
Pegasus, 5 oars, Red and White, " perpendicular. 0 
Considerable disappointment was felt at 
the Swatara and Bacchante boats not putting 
in an appearance. At the start the Uncounter 
got a trifling advantage but was soon depriv- 
ed of it by the Cleopatra which kept the 
load for half a mile when the Oarysfort 
challenged and went to the front, Pegasus 
falling completely in the rear. This position 
was maintained till rounding the stake boat 
when a foul occurred between the two lead- 
ing. Soon after the turn the Oleopatra chal- 
lenged the Oarysfort and went to the front. 
The Encounter eo spurted and succeeded in 
securing second place which position was held 
to the finish. 


4.—Jumoz Fours.—One nautical mile. 
trance, $1 an oar. 


En- 


Bead, 3... we 
W.C. Bing, 3 1... so. se 
G. J. Melhuish, Stroke ... 


FW. Playfair, Coxswain ws. os 


Peewit, Red & Black. 
V. de Bavior, Bow 1. ose see) ee tee ee 
M. Ostermeyer, 3... see tse nen tee one 


E. Wimmer, 3... ste nee ee tee ee c] 
F. Frischling, Stroke erry) ane 

8. Hopburs, Coxswain ... 1. cee cee one 

For this event it was ‘difficult to say which 
had more friends before the start. The red and 
black got away best, but bow soon caught a 
“ crab” which brought the others level. A 
good struggle then took place first one boat, 
and then another getting in front. At the 
Pacific Mail wharf both were level. Shortly 
after red put on a spurt and established a 
lead of half a length. When opposite the 
grand hotel, the white came with a rush and 
again got even. The race was still perfeotly | y 
open when the bow of Hepbarn’s boat de- 
cided the matter by catching anotber “crab,” 
which allowed the white koat to get half a 
length in front which was held to the finish. 
It was a good race throughout, the white 
palling a stroke faster than their opponents, 

‘ime, 10 m. 414 s. 


5.—Caampion Pargs.—One nautical mile. 
Peas $1 an oar. 


Widgeon, Light blue. 
J.T. 7 BOW... ee cee tee nee tee ee ee 
H. C. Litchfield, Stroke... 0 1c. ice tse tee tee 
A. H. C. Haselwood, Cozswain ... see aes 
Mallard, Red. 


G. C. Wood, Bow gee nee cre tee nee wee B 
H. J. Gorman, Stroke... ... f 

F. W. Playfair, Comswain ... ... 

Mr. Playfair got rather in the rear a: the 
start but soon recovered and with a stroke of 
82 to the others’ 30 got a length a head. After 
aquarter of a mile or so, Mr. Litchfield increas- 
ed his stroke to 82 and Mr. Gorman to 33. The 
blue, however, soon got to the front and led 
easily by three lengths past the grand hotel 
and eventually won an easy race by five 
lengths in 11m. 5s. 


6.—Canor Sartive.—Triangular course, to 

be pointed out on the day of the race, $2 per 
boat. 
G. M. Dare, Nautilus, Blue and White Diagonal 4 
A. H. Dare, Mome Rath, Chocolate and Maize ... 
A. Owston, Vanessa, Red, White and Blue... ... ° 

This was not a particularly interesting 
event, as the wind had died away; and soon 
after starting Mr. A. H. Dare gave u th 
race was eventually won by Me. Gt M. Da 
with two minutes to spare, both cances eat 
ing iu at the finish. 


7.—SHore Gias anp Wate Boats.—One 
nautical mile. Time allowance, 12 seconds 
per oar. Entrance, 50 cents an oar. lat 
boat, $15. 
B. Br Mariroain, 7 care, Ceesn, with’ name 

“Exile” in gold... ae ose 

Geo. Lemon, 6 oars, White, 5 ‘Stars 

Only two boats started for this event. No. 
3 in Lemon’s boat unfortunately broke an 
oar soon after starting and though another 
was quickly substituted, the accident gave 
the other boat a long lead, which was in- 
‘creased without any apparent effort to any 
number of lengths. An allowance of 12 
seconds to Lemon’s boat was of no use, Time, 
9.24, 


8.—Cuampion Dovsie 


Scvtis.—Decipina 


Heat.—One Nautical mile. Entrance $1.00 
per man. 
C. E. Fenner, Bow... 1 


J. T. Boag, Stroke, Ruf, White and Black “Crosa. 
M. H. B. Lfarris, Bow oe B 
Ww. W. Til, Stroke, Reeve, Black and White on 
Mr. B.ag jamped off with the lead with a 
stroke of 28 to Mr. Till’s 80, and gradually 
increased the gap to gaits | two lengths, 


ahead at the Pacific Mail wharf, rowing 
ouly 25 to Mr. Till’s 80, and eventually 
winning the race by over two lengths in 9 
minutes and 17 sec. 


9.—Sinate Scutts.—Huco Caarience Cop. 
more Nautical ale 


C. E. Fenner, aed: 
J.T. si 2 
M. Pors, we 8 
G. W.F. Playfair, 0 


The water by the time this race was con- 
tested was as smooth as a mill pond and a 
close straggle was anticipated. Mr. Pora 
started firat favourite and with a slight lead 
when the gun fired which he maintained 
for half way, when he fell back beaten, 

Mr. Fenner leading. Mr. Boag who got a 
long way behind came up well at the finish 
but conld not catch Mr. Fenner who won by 
a length or more. Time, 9.50. 

Scratcn Fours.—} mile. 

Nutter, Bow. 
Bing. 2. 
Fischer, 8. 
Bull, Stroke 

Four boats started for this event which was 
won easily. 


Sgconp Dar, 
Monday, 31st. October, 1881. 


THE visit of His Majesty the Mikado to 
the .Bacchante to-day materially interfered 
with the arrangements of the Regatta. The 
firat race for sailing boats was originally set 
down for 9.30 but had to be postponed to 
12 o'clock, a circumstance apparently not 
quite understood on board the Asia for her 
bonte were out and ready to conteat the race 
shortly after nine o'clock. 

The weather to-day has been delightful 
with a breeze just sufficient to make the 
sailing races interesting, but nat enough to 
interfere with rowing. 

The boat house presented a lively ap- 
pearance, being thronged with spectators, 
among whom were several visitors from the 
Detached Squadron. 

11.—Oren Sarma Boats.—Time allow- 
ance, 1 minute per foot. Course (about 10 
miles) to be fixed on day of Race. Entrance 
$3 per boat. Ist. Boat, $40; 2nd. Boat, $15; 
8rd. Boat, $5. 


Tnognstant, 8 8rd Cutter, Red and White bape 
see one ~1 
M. B.M. 8. 8. Co., China, Bed and Blue, 28ft... 3 
Onya, 1st Cutter, 2 standing lugs & jib, White 
flag, Blue Cross, 28ft. 10in. ‘eas we O 
Menzaleh Cutter, Cutter rig, Mw. 26ft. 6 in. 0 
Asia, lst whaleboat, White and Blue Cross, 28ft. 0 
George Watt, Red and White Star, 24ft. ... ... 0 
Inconstant, &nd Cutter, Red and White Cross, 


42ft. . 


re wr) 
11 asia, 2nd whaleboat, White and Biue Cross, “sett. 0 
2, 0 


Fujiyama, Bermuda rig, 26ft... 

Nine out of the fourteen entries for this 
event faced the ‘starter and were sent away 
about 1 p.m. the Japanese boat taking the 
lead. The course lay from between the boat 
house and bathing barge round the Meiji- 
Maru on the shore side. The Inconstant’e 
third cutter soon passed the Japanese and led 
the way against the wind towards Treaty 


Point, rounding the lightship half-a-mile in 
front of the M, B. 8. 8S. Co., the others 
straggling along, and eventually winning the 
race. 


12,—InrEeporT Pares.—One nautical mile. 
D. Fraser, Bow. } Kobe, Blue bell, Rob Roy 
A.C. Sim, Stroke. Tartan 0 1. ue oe 
H. Hort, Coeswain. 
Boag, Fow. ) Yokohama, Widgeon, 
H. C. Litchfield, Stroke. f Bed and Black .,. 3 
A. H. C, Haselwood, Comswain, 
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Considerable interest was manifested in 
this race, the Yokohama crew having if 
anything rather more friends than their 
opponents. At the word “go” Yokohama 
went away a trifle in front bat was soon 
deprived of that hononred position by Kobe, 
who pulled 32 to the others 30. At the half 
mile Kobe was rather more than a length a 
head, both rowing 81. The race from this out 
became a desperate struggle, Kobe still keep- 
ing the length shead till opposite the grand 
hotel when Yokohama pat ona spurt and 
lessened the distance a quarter, but Mr. Sim 
quickened up also and again got a length 
ahead ; Yokohama now gradually began to 
creep up, but too late, the Kobe crew 
winning by about three-quarters of a length 
amid shouts of approbation and “ Well rowed 
Bim.” Time, 9.14. 


13.—Ctus Fours.—One nautical mile. En- 
trance $1 an oar. 
Petrel, Pink. 


Curlew, Blue. 


C. E. Churchill, Bow... ... sen ane nee nee one B 
Jas. Walter, 2.0.0... ose tee tee tee tee ove 


Melhuiszh, Stroke... ... 

Playfair, Coe ion 
- This race was won easily by Hepburn’s 
boat, a good race ensuing between second 
and third boats. Time, 8.48. 

His Majesty the Mikado left the Bacchante 
about the time this race was started and 
instead of proceeding direct to the Port Ad- 
mairal’s office, caused his boat to steer for the 
boat house, ing in front to opposite 
Messrs. Stillfried and Anderson's, ghae baving 
a good view of the race at the finish. His 
Majesty then turned and proceeded to Benten. 


14.—Mayw-or-war Gias—(Orricers.)—One 
nautical mile. 
Carysfort, 6 oars... we 
Bucounter, 5 oars... 
Bacchante, 5 oars Seen peech, toe 

Only three boats started. Notwithstand- 
ing the enconragement of Prince George as 
coxswain, the Bacchante crew were soon out of 
the race having a mach heaver boat than the 
others. A good struggle ensued between the 
Encounter and Oarysfort the latter having six 
oars to the former's five. The Carysfort led 
best part of the way, but at the P. M. Wharf, 
Encounter apurted and went level and fine 
struggle ensued the six oars winning by 
about a yard. Time 10-46}. 

15.—Insterport Sivate Scutts.—One nan- 
tical mile. 

A. C. Sim (Kobe), Rob RoyTartan .. .. ... 0 
Fenner (Yokohama)... ... «+ 0 
A splendid start was effected and for fif 
yards the pair went away at a rattling pace 
when an unfortunate collision occurred, 
through Mr. Sim missing s stroke with one 
hand and running into Mr. Fenner’s boat 
knocked a hole in be when she immediately 
filled with water. Both stopped, Mr. Fenner 
and his shell were taken on board the starter’s 
launch, and it was decided to row the race 

to-morrow. 

16.—Boats or atu Descerptions.—(Com- 
pradores’ Boata and Outriggers Excepted.)— 
One nautical mile, No time allowance. En- 


trance 50 cents an oar. Ist. Boat, $20; 2nd. 
Boat, $10. 


RB 8. roam, Gig, 7 oars, Green flag, with 
name “ Exile” in gold caer k 
Vigilant, Galley, 8 oars, White and Red Cross ... 2 
Geo. Lemon, Gig, 6 oars, White, 6 Stara ... ... 3 
Menszaleh, Gig, 6 oars, FlagM. ... ww .0 
Cleopatra, Gig, 5 oars, Blue... ...  ... 0 
Mr. Marjroam’s boat went awa: 
lead and won by any number of lengths. A 
good race for second place occurred between 
Lemon's boat and the Vigilant the latter 
winning by a trifle. Time 9:03}. 
17.—Man-or-wak Ovriers.—2 a mile. 
Monocacy, Blue and 1 Star, 12 oars 
Swatara, Stars and Stripes, 14oars ... ... ... 
Bacchante, Blue and ite perpendicular, 10 
A  ) CY 
Carysfort, Red, 10 oars... 01. css soe vee 
Asia, 2nd., White and Blue Cross, 12 oars... 
Fujiyema, Blue, Hed White Disgonal, 18 ca 
jiyami jue, oars 
Onye, White and Blue Cross, 12 oars ... 
Cleopatra, Blue, 10 oars... ... 0 .. . 
Agia, 1st., White and Blue Cross, 12 Mahe tien 
Ten out of twelve entries faced the starte 
and on the gun being fired the stars and 
stripes of the Swatara (14) immediately 
showed in front and after a couple of hun- 
dred yards had been covered the single star 
cutter of the Monocacy took second place 
followed by the Bacchante, then the Swatara's 
ten oar. A collision occurred between two 
Japanese boata but they soon separated. The 
stake boats wore turned in Indian file, the 
Oarysfort’s heavy boat bringing up the rear, 
immediately in front of which were the three 
Japanese boats. The race lay between the 
Swatara’s 14 oar and the Monocacy’s 12 oar 
the former having to allow the latter 96 
seconds was eventually beaten by the Mono- 
cacy with 48 seconds to spare. A good race 
for third place occurred between the Bac- 
chante and Monocacy 10 oar, the former taking 
third prise, 
18.—Intexport Dovsie Sovtts.—One nau- 
tical mile. 


oe | 
3 
3 
- O 
0 
oO 
i) 
oO 
oO 
0 


Reeve. 
Fenner, Bow, 
Boag, Stroke, } Yokohama, Red and Blakck ... 1 
Glengyle. 


M.T.B. Macpherson, Bow, ) Kobe, Rob Ro: 
A. C. Sim, Stroke, } Tartan... ... mas 3 
Boag immediately pulled away on the 
gan being fired, establishing a good lead, 
which was gradually increased both palling 
from 28 to 80 to the minute and finally 
winning easily by seven lengths. Time, 
8.48}. 
19.—Canoz Racr.—Pappiine.—Half a mile. 
$2 per boat. 
A. C. Sim (Kobe), Rob's Wife, Rob Roy Tartan... 1 
M.'.B, Macpherson (Kobe), No se, Blue& White 2 
W. C. Bing, Flirt, Red . eee eT) 
This event was won by Mr. Sim after an ap- 
ntly hard struggle with Mr. Macpherson. 
r. Bing stopped soun after starting. 


PORTUGESE BANQUET. . 


0-DAY (Slat. ult.) being the forty-third 
anniversary the birth of His Majesty 
the King of Portugal the event was celebrat- 
ed by a banquet at the Portuguese consulate. 
The godown at No. 95 was tastefally deoo- 
rated with flowers, flags, and ee 
The band of the Imperial Engineering College 
at Tokio was in attendance and played a 
choice programme of operatic and classical 
music. 
Panctually at 12 noon the following Por- 
tuguese subjects responded to the invitations 


which had been issued by Mr. De Bavier the 
Acting Consul for Portugal :—Messrs. E. 
Pereira (Vice-Consul), F. dos Remedios, G. 
‘|dos Remedios, OC. Marques, V. Barradas, A. 


Barradas, A. Correa, U. Gordo, G. Gordo, 
P. F. da Silva fr us), F. da Silva, J. M. 
Ega, da Silva, J. th Silva, J. Collago, 8. 
Severim, J. Fonseca, J. Rodrigues, F. V. 
Ribeiro. Other nationalities were re t- 
ed by Mesars. Jouslayn (Consul for France), 
G. W. Hill, J. G. Helland, &. 

Abont 12.15 the acting consul for Portugal 
took the chair, the guests assembled round 
the festive board, and did ample justice to 
the good things provided. 

Mr. De Bavige, amidst mach applause, in a 
brief address proj the health of His 
Faithful Majesty the King of Portugal. This 
was heartily received by the loyal subjecta 
of thst sovereign, the band playing their 
national anthem. 

Mr. Pereira responded, and in appropriate 
language proposed the toast of Be the 
Governor of , who is also Portuguese 
minister in Japan. % 

Mr. C. Marques who spoke in Portugese 
proposed in feeling terms the health of Mr. 
De Bavigr the acting consul to whom he paid 
a high tribate for the honourable and con- 
ecientious manner in which he performed his 
duties, and protected the interests of the 
nation he represented. 


Mr. De Bavrge then rose and amidst evi- 
dent emotion spoke as follows :— 


Genrtewex :—I am very sensible to the 
toast which Mr. Marques has proposed in my 
favour and to which you have so heartily 
responded. This is the second time that I 
have been honoured with the request to take 
charge of the Portuguese consulate in Yoko- 
hama, yet I have not filled these duties long 
enough to be able to pride myself with any 
particular merits in connection therewith, 
bat I may assure you that the deter- 
mination is not wanting on my part to 
serve to the utmost of my power the 
interests entrusted to me and that I only 
want occasions to prove it. The greatness 
of your nation was in former times due to 
the undanntable courage, adventurons spirit, 
and enterprise of its people; to-day it is due 
to their industry skill and economy; for 
where is a country which without groat 
armies and navies, without great debt and 
taxes has managed to maintain a more re- 
spected position in the concert of European 
nations? It is the prosperity of Portugal, 
the wisdom of ita institutions, due to the 
activity and sagacity of its people which has 
effected this. Gentlemen, I feel that we ont 
here should all anite to increase commercial 
relations with a country so eminently well 
disposed to assist our efforts. We live in a 
country with a great commercial future be- 
fore us; but we must pave the way now to 
be able to reap when the time comes when 
this country will be open to foreign com- 
petition and we shall be put in direct contact 
with the producers and consumers. 


Gentlemen, a good deal has been said 
‘against merchant consuls but who is better 
able to understand and to foster the com- 
mercial interests of his country than a mer- 
chant consul? I call upon 7 to help me in 
proving this gentlemen. thank you for 
having drank my health aud in response 
assure you of my zeal to defend your in- 
teresta in every way, and to promote and 
develop the commercial relations, between 
Portugal and Japan by every means at my 
iia porel, and sollicit your assistance to this 
end. 
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Mr. Joustarn (Consul for France) ad- 
dressed the company in French and said that 
‘his colleague Mr. Dz Bavizr in taking charge 
of the Portuguese Consulate had done him 
the honour to ask ‘his assistance, as an old 
magistrate, in the judicial administration of 
the colony. He had accepted the functions 
of assessor with pleasure and in that capa- 
city he took part in the present patriotic 
féte. He rejoiced greatly to celebrate the 
anniversary of the birth of their august 
sovereign and heartily thanked his colleague 
for associating him in this tribute of honour 
‘to @ prince friendly to France. His Ma- 
jesty_in receiving their wishes and those 
of His Excellency the Minister for Por- 
tugalin Japan has heard with satisfaction 
of the good order and harmony which pre- 
vails amongst them, and which are due ina 
great measure to the wisdom and spirit of 
conciliation displayed by their consuls 
Messrs. De Bavigr and Pereira; but it is to 
them all as intelligent and honest labourers 
that the honour and the profit of this happy 
situation mainly belong. The spirit of 
concord which unites, them and the life of 
labour adopted by them all bas established 
their fortune. He urged them to continue 
.to follow that course of conduct, for it is that 
alone which can assure the success of the 
work so happily commenced. He then called 
upon them to drink to the “ Prosperity of the 
Portuguese Community.” 


Mr. P. F. pa Sitva was called upon to 
respond and spoke as follows :— 


T ‘am called upon by the too partial voice 
of my fellow residents to respond to the toast 
whioh the representative of the French Re- 
public has just proposed. 

4e loyal subjects of His Majesty the king 
of Portugal we have the greatest pleasure 
in assembling here, in response to the cour- 
teoas invitation of His Majesty’s nearest 
representative in Japan, to celebrate with 
fitting honour the forty-third birthday of 
our King Don Luiz. 

Exiles as we are in one sense, we do not 
‘forget the bonds which unite us to the mo- 
ther country, and the nationality which ex- 
tends ita invaluable protection to us, in this 
distant land; and if as a community we 
seek to be peaceful men, quietly pursuing 
owr paths in life, and more.or less absorbed 
in the preponderating influences and interests 
of other countries, we yet never forget.our 
distinctive nationality ; and take pride in 
our representatives in Japan, of whom our 
respected consul is the chief. 

Prompted by these sentiments, I take the 
opportunity to assure our consul that in the 
performance of the responsible duties he has 
undertaken, he may rely upon the faithful sup- 
port of the Portugese community, confident 
that in the conduct of negotiations which 
frequently arise between the representatives 
of European powers and the government of 
Japan—negotiations requiring the exercise 
of delicacy, prudence and extreme patience— 
he will receive every assistance from them 
calculated to further the cause in hand. 

This seems a fitting moment for the intro- 
duction of a subject of much interest to my 
fellow residents. I allude to the long inter- 
vals which elapse between the visits to this 
country of His Excellency tho Governor of 
Macao who is also the envoy accredited by 
the King of Portugal to Japan, 

The intercoarse of Portugese with Japan 
dates back to a very early period; and the 
relations between the two countries, never 
having been disturbed by grave misunder- 
standing would assuredly be improved by an 


occasional visit of the Portugese envoy to 
pay his respects in person to His Imperial 
Majesty the Mikado. Speaking for my 
countrymen I can assure His Excellency of 
a hearty welcome in Japan. 

Tt is possible these sentiments may be con- 
veyed to His Excellency by our excellent 
host and consul, and that at no distant day, 
we may have the satisfaction of seeing the 
King’s plenipotentiary in this country. 

1 have already trespassed too far upon 
your time and patience. 

In the name of the community whose 
health and prosperity bas been so cordially 
proposed and honoured, I thank the worthy 
representative of the French Republic for 
the kind sentiments he has enunciated and of 
which we have a sincere appreciation and 
regard, which we can best show by our ac- 
ceptance of the following toast, the “ Health 
and Prosperity of Mr. Jouslayn the esteemed 
consular representative of France in Yoko- 
hama.” 

Mr. Joustarn responded in appropriate 
terms. 

Mr. HEetLanp said he was an old, probably 
the oldest European resident of the East. 
He said he had known many Portuguese 
both in Macao and in Hongkong and had 
often admired thoir active, industrous habits. 
He called upon them to drink to the pros- 
perity of the friendly nation which gave 
them shelter. He said that in proposing 
this toast he spoke uot in a political sense. 
On such an occasion ke desired to set aside 
politics and to bear witness only to the 
gencrous hospitality displayed by the Japa- 
nese to foreigners. 

The toast being duly honoured 

Mr. G. dos Remepios said he felt sure every 
Portugese presont must he sincerely grateful 
to Mr. Helland for tho kind terms in which 
he had spoken of their nationality and called 
upon them to drink his health with acclama- 
tion. 

Mr. Hitt seconded the proposal of Mr. dos 
Remedios and spoke in high terms of the 
generous hospitality ho had witnessed amongst 
the Japanese, and hoped that in time to come 
there would be yet a closer unity between 
Japanese and foreigners. 

Mr. J. M. Ega da Siiva returned: thanks 
on behalf of the Portugese community for 
the hospitality they had received from their 
acting consul. 

Mr. Hettanp in responding to the toast 
Proposed prosperity to the Portugese colony 
and referred to the memory of one, the men- 
tion whose name never failed to touch the 
heart of every Portugese—their revered poet 
Camoens. 

The toast was warmly recoived and res- 
ponded to by Mr. P. F. da Sitva who recited 
some well known lines by Camoens. 

Mr. Hetianp then addressed the company 
in Portugeso and apologised for speaking so 
often, which, as a stranger he felt he had no 
right to do. He called upon then all to drink 
the health of the ‘“ Absent Ones ” amongst 
whom he included their wives, mothers, sis- 
ters, and all who were near and dear to them: 

Mr. Perzira responded. 

Mr. Hettanp then briefly proposed the toast 
of “ Prosperity to Portugal.” 

Mr. F. dos Remepios, proposed “ Prosperity 
to Denmark ” of which nation Mr. Do Bavier 
is Consul-General. 

Mr. Pereiza then invited all present to at- 
tend the inauguration of the new Portuguese 
Club, which would take place at 9 p.m this 
evening. 

Mr. C. Manguzs proposed the health of 
Mr. Hill which wag beartily responded to. 


Mr. E. Perrerca then proposed “The 
Press” which was received with much 
applause. 

Mr. P. F. Stiva (editor ‘of the Argus) re- 
turned thanka on behalf of the paper ho 
represented and briefly stated the line of 
policy under which it was his endeavour to 
conduct it. 

Mr. Scurozper (Japan Herald) also res- 
ponded and, as a German, begged to offer on 
behalf of that community, its good wishes 
towards the sovereign the anniversary of 
whose birth they were assembled to com- 
memorate. 

Mr. Vawprey (Japan Gazette) also res- 
ponded and in the courso of his address re- 
ferred to the blessings of a free press and 
hoped tho time was not far distant when the 
government of Japan would remove the re- 
strictions under which the press of that 
country still laboured. 

The proceedings then terminated. 


OPENING OF THE PORTUGUIFSE 
OLUB. 


rT “HE Portuguese Club is now an accom- 

plished fact. When its establishment 
was first mooted the idea was scorned b: 
many as Utopian and few were inclined to 
believe that it was within the range of 
possibility for a community so small as that 
composed of the Portuguese residents to 
support such an institution amongst them- 
selves. Nothing daunted, the projectors set 
to work in real earnest and bravely encoun- 
tered whatever difficulties lay in their path, 
Their praiseworthy efforts have been crown. 
ed with success and last night (31st. ult.) we 
were called upon to witness the inauguration 
of the first Portuguese Club in this north 
pole of civilization. 

The Club house is No. 158 on the Greek. 
It is a small but compact. building, well 
adapted for the purpose to which it is ap- 
plicd. On the ground floor is a well equip- 
ped billiard and bar room; up-stairs are 
dining and reading ‘rooms all of. which are 
neatly furnished. The decorations, Inet even- 
ing reflected great credit on the committee. 
The verandah and entrance were festooned 
with Japanese lanterns of various coloars and 
designa which had a very pretty effect. On 
the walls of the billiard room in large, well 
formed letters, composed of flowers and over- 
greens was the legend “Prosperidade ao Olubo 
Portugwez, 31 de Outubro.” In the reading 
room the loyalty of the membera of the 
young club was expressed by the words “Viva 
Don Luiz I,” made of the same materials; 
whilst their cosmopolitan sentiments were 
emblematically displayed by the national 
ensign of Portugal being intertwined in every 
conceivable part of the building with the 
fings of various European nations, America 
and Japan. The band of the Kobu Dai- 
gaka was in attendance arid enlivened the 
proceedings by playing a choice programme. 

The following gentlemen were present :-— 
Messrs. De Bavier (acting consul for Por- 
tagal), Pereira (vice-consul for do.), Jouslayn 
(eonsul for France), Carcano (consul for 
Italy), Aranguren (consul for Spain), Negra, 
Salabelle, Falque, Wagen, Levy, Gillet, 
Oppenheimer, C. V. Marques, E. J. Marques, 
F. 'T. dos Remedios; G. M. dos Remedios, 
J. M.de S& 6 Silva, F. R. da Silva, EL 
Perpetua, J. J. Rodrigues, P. F. da Silva, F. 
da Roza, A. Barradas, V. Barradas, C. M. da 
Silva, H. Collins, R. N. St. John, Dr. Whitley 
J. S Severim,,A. Meicr, and J. de Fonseca. 
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About 9.15 p.m. the members and their 
guests assembled in the reading room where 
“the cup which cheers’? was poured out 
with a liboral hand. 


Mr. de Bavier formally declared the club 
open and addressed the company as follows :— 

GENTLEMEN, in wishing long life and pros- 
perity to the Portugese club I only regret 
that I must employ a foreign tongue to do 
so. English is not my nativo language but 1 
adopt it because I believe you all undcr- 
stand it. | 


The establishment of a Portuguese club 
has been hailed by mo with joy. It shows 
that the patriotism, union, activity of mind, 
and energy, which so greatly distinguish the 
Portuguese at home is alive amongst those 
residents in this place, and that they hold 
together for the maintenance in this far 
away country of the Portnguere fame, con- 
scious of tho obligation linked to every 
Portuguese by the glorious history of that 
ancient nation not to detract from the high 
character of his forefathers. 

The obligations which devolve upon an- 
cient nations witha great past like yours are 
far greater than upon those of more recent for- 
mation. 'l'o the latter the saying cannot 
be applied :—“ He is a mach descended des- 
ecndant of a uoble race.” Therefore gentle- 
men I call upon you to continuo in your 
worthy efforts to unite to uphold the Portu- 
gucse name through your conduct and self 
respect to which a well placed pride in your 
descent should help to stimulate yon. 

For my part, I may assure you that as 
I have the honour, of which I am proud, to 
represont Portugal in a consular capacity I 
shall hold high the flag of that country, 
conscious of its past and of the liberty en- 
joyed under its institutions in the present. 
And I beg to assure you that no effort nor 
sacrifico shall be wanting on my part to 
assert the rights and tho privileges of Por- 
tugnese subjects in Japan and to promote 
their intcrests to the utmost of my power and 
my ability. 

Gentlemen I invite you to drink “ Long 
Life aud Prosperity to the Portuguese Club.” 

This address was received with prolonged 
applause and the toast was drank with ‘“ three 
times three.” 


Mr. E. Perpetua accretary to tho new clnb 
responded and on behalf of the members 
thanked Mr. De Bavier for his good wishes. 
He said they were all deeply grateful for the 
kind interest he took in their welfare and for 
the zeal he displayed in the discharge of his 
duties as the representative of their sovereign. 
He concluded by expressing ® hope that 
Mr. De Bavier would not only become an 
honorary member of the club, but would also 
consent to be its chicf patron and protector. 

Comte Carcano, consul for Italy, proposed 
“Heilth and prosperity to the president and 
members of the club ” 

Mr. OPPENHEIMER congratulated the pro- 
jectora on the success of their praiseworthy 
eudeavours and |wj,.d the institution would 
enjoy a long and uninterrupted carreer of 


Prosperity. 
Mr, Pereira, president of the club briefly 
responded in appropriate terms, 


This terminated the inauguration cere- 
mony. An adjournment was then made for, 
the billiard room, where severed enthusiastic | 
votaries of Terpsichore indulged in the 
“light fantastic,” which was kept up with 
much spirit for some time. 

The supper was served at about 11 o'clock. 
Several toasts were proposed and responded | 
to with enthusiasm by both members. and 


non-members. Several of the latter were so 
much pleased that they at once volunteered 
to join the club. 

Tho admission of foreigners shows the 
cosmopolitan feclings of its promotors and 
we trust the club will prove a menns of in- 
creasing that harmony and good fecling 
which, in a place like this, ought to exist 
amongst members of all nationalities. 

Tn the afternoon soveral gentlemen visited 
the club who were invited but were unable 
to be present in the evening. 


AMATEUR PERFORMANCE AT THE 
GAIETY THEATRE. 


OME fifteen or twenty years ago it was 

a very common occurence for people at 

home to lament the decline of tho drama; 
and indeed, to tell the honest truth, the stage, 
at that time, was in a bad way in the “ old 
country,” for Dion Boncicault and play 
writers of that stamp were flooding it with 
their sensational trash. When the “ Colleen 
Bawn”’ was first put on the “ boards ” at the 
Adelphi it caused a perfect furore and had an 
unprecedented run for somy four hundred 
nights. But what, after all, was there in it 
that attracted so much attention ? Not any 
brilliant literary merits in the matter of 
delineation of character or sparkling dialogue, 
except, perhaps, such little as may be found 
in the réles of Myles NaCopaleen or Futher 
Tom, but solely and simply a novelty in 
scenic art which it presented. Real water 
and a “scnsation header” were what people 
had never scen before aud the Colleen accord- 
ingly heecame the rage and a morbid taste 
was thus excited and pandered to which 
might well excite adverse criticism. Ulf 
religionists denounced plays and play-actors 
with the utmost fervouc of fanaticism, and 
consigned them to a climate very much 
warmer than that of either India, China, or 
Japan ; and play-goers of the old school who 
believed in the “legitimate” drama shook 
their heads and talked sadly and fondly of 
their young days when Kean and Macready 
were in the zenith of their fame. They 
wanted Shakspeare but were flatly told by 
an experienced manager that Shakspeare 
meant emply benches, bankruptcy, and ruin. 

Well, this state of things could uot last for 
ever; a reaction set in and the sensation 
mania became a thing of the past. ‘To wrilers 
such as Willa, Gilbert, F.C. Barnand and 
H. J. Byron must be awarded the credit of 
purifying pablic taste by supplying the stage 
with dramas and burlesques of sterling me 
which at length proved “metal more 
attractive” than ‘leaps over precipices,” 
“headers,” “explosions” and “houses on 
fire.” 

Stern moralists may look grave and the pul- 
pit may rave, storm, and thunder as much as it 
pleases but the fact remains that tho Anglo- 
Saxon raco in general and the Yokohama 
community in particular are essentially thea- 
trical in their proclivitics. And it is well 
that such is tho case, for :— 

“Boldly T dare say 
There have been more by us in some ply 
Laugh'd into wit aud virtue, than ha cen 
By twenty tedious lectures drawn from sin 
And foppish humours; hence the cause doth rise! 
Men are not won by th’ ears, so well as eyes.” 

Seldom indecd has a Yokohama andience 
heen invited to enjoy a richer theatrical treat ; 
than that provided for them on the evening 
of Wednesday, the 2nd instant; and still more 
seldom have the members of the Amateur, 
Dramatic Club acquitted themselves so) 


creditably in the representation of so 
difficult a picce. The entertainment was in 
all respects a triamphant success. The bill 
of fare consisted of “ £100,000,” a comedy 
in three acts by H. J. Bynon, the caste being 
as follows :— 


Joz Bartow - - - - Mr. Marshall Bazing. 
GeraLp Goopwin - - Mr. W.C. Gasper. 
Pennrruorng- - - - Mr. J. L. 0, Eyton. 
Fuucer- - - - - - Mr. G.H. Scidmore. 
Prerinch - - - - - Mr. F, V. Samuels. 


Masor BuacksHaw - Mr. F. 5. Morse. 


Sir Rumsey Wares 


CuagkeR - - - - - Mr. T. L. Brower. 
Grppons- - - - - - Mr. C. E. Churchill. 
Mrs. HARLOW - - - - — 
ALICE- - - - - - = — 


As the play is now to this part of the 
world a synopsis of the plot may not be out 
of place so we will at once set to work to give 
one so far as memory serves us. 

The cartain rises on the parlonr behind 
Joe Burluw's shop. Joe Barlow, by the way, 
isa well-to-do rotail grocer and provision 
dealer, or something of that sort. He has 
feathered his nest vory well, but like Oliver 
Twist, would like to have ‘‘ some more.” Tea, 
cheese, and bacon when sold by the pound 
never bring in large sums at a time, and so 
Joe accordingly speculates, with what result 
the sequel will show. Mrs. Barlow is dis- 
covered engaged in the prosaic occupation of 
darning stockings. She is a plain speaking: 
matter-of-fact old soul who, as her husband. 
says, has “ got no speklelation in her eye.” 
She in no way approves of Joe's frequent 
visits to the city and tclla him so plamply and 
flatly. Mrs. Barlow has a rough exterior, 
is inclined to wear the unwhisperables, but 
has her heart in the right place nevertheless. 
| When first we make their acquaintance this 
worthy old couple are somewhat exercised 
in mind as to their niece Alice who lives with 
them and who, it appears, has a soul above 
tea, cheese and bacon however much she may 
be inclined occasionally to partake of those 
luxuries. They would like her to be maxried, 
and the young lady herself has no particular. 
objection to enter into the bonds of holy. 
matrimony. Pennythorne, a livery stable 
keeper, is desperately smitten with Alice and 
would marry her at once—if she would 
mly have him; but when did the “ course of 
troe love” ever ran smooth? There was & 
rival in the field of whom Pennythorne 
knew little and cared less. Lawyers tell us 
“possession is nine points of the law” and 
accordingly Gerald Goodwin had an immense 
advantage over any other rival that might 
enter the field, for he lived as a lodger under 
the same roof with the object of his boyish 
love. This same Gerald Goodwin was a well 
conducted, good principled young fellow who 
perhaps had not as large a stock of that 
aseful article commonly called moral courage 
as would have been useful to him in his way 
through the world. He had been unemployed 
for some time and was horribly poor. He 


‘inukes his appearance ina frightfally thread- 


bare suit of clothes, and buots not quite as 
new as they once were. He was also decid- 
edly guilty of sins of omission in the matter 
of linen. But amidst the “frowns of for- 


“tune” his pride and scif-respect did not 
‘desert hin. 


He overheard a conversation 
between Jur. and Ars. Barlow in which the 
latter expressed a determination to turn him 
out before his small stock of ready money 
was exhausted. Joc pleaded eloquently and 
successfully in his behalf and Mrs. Barlow 
cousented to postpone the ejectment sine die. 
But her change of purpose came too late. 
Gerald bad heard what had passed and resolv- 
ed to scck lodgings clsewhore. Alice disturby 
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him in the midst of a soliloquy on his hard 
fate. He informs her of his intention of leaving 
and, being completely thrown off his guard, 
reveals the secret of his love and she, equally 
bas: rect makes him a present of her hand 
and heart :— 


“In maiden confidence she stood, 
Though mantled in her cheek the blood, 

And told her love with such a sigh 

Of deep and hopeless agony.” 

And then :— 

“ Their lips drew near, and clung into a kiss, 

A long, long kiss, a kiss of youth and love,” 

Whilst thus pleasantly engaged Joe pops 
in on them ; then comes the usnal round of 
apologies, confessions and promises “ never 
todo it any more,” &., &. Joe forgives 
them, joins their hands, does the “heavy 
father” to perfection, gives his consent to 
the engagement, bnt tells them they had 
better say nothing about it to the “ Missis” 
for the present. 

Pennythorae now enters on the scene and 
a striking contrast is presented between an 
honest high-minded gentleman without money, 
and a valgar snob whose pockets are well 
supplied, the latter being as repulsive as the 
former is attractive. He pro to Alice, is 
indignantly rejected by ber and then shows 
himself in his trae character. 

Whilst smarting under the sting of a refu- 
sal Mr. Fluker, a fussy little lawyer, rushes in 
and, mistaking Pennythorne for Gerald Good- 
win, tells him that his uncle is no more and 
that he is heir to £300,000. Pennythorne 

ws delirions with joy, summons all the 
ousehold to tell them of his good fortune 
when Goodwin comes in with them, and the 
mistake made by Fluker is cleared up. Penny- 
thorne faints away, Goodwin receives the news 
of his being a rich man calmly, and whilst 
his friends are congratulating him the curtain 
descends on act I. 

In the second act the scene ia changed to 
a room in the house of Gerald Goodwin. 
Although the news of his uncle’s death is 
not confirmed he has entered on the enjoy- 
ment of his wealth. Money brings friends, 
but the friends which have fallen to Goodwin's 
lot do not seem to be the kind of companions 
best suited for a young man just entering 
life. The three we are introduced to are 
Charker, anaccomplished swindler, who atarts 
bubble companies and who has an eye on 
Goodwin’s £100,000 and means to have his 
share of it; Sir Rumsey Waters, a fast young 
baronet who is probably another pigeon to be 
plucked by Charker,and Major Blackshawa man 
not really dishonest bat who has allowed him- 
self to become a sort of tool of Oharker. Under 
the influence of this precious trio Goodwin 
has somewhat fallen from his first estate ; he 
loves Alice as fondly as ever and would only 
too gladly marry her bat his pride will not 
allow him to make any advances) especially 
as he has treated her so shabbily. She has 
not, and cannot, forget him. In her infatua- 
tion she comes to his house and surprises 
him in the midst of a quarrel he is having 
with Major Blackshaw for having spoken 
lightly of her. A reconciliation is almost 
on the point of being made between them, 
when Joe enters and leads her away. Good- 
win and his friends then betake themselves 
to champagne and whilst so enjoying them- 
selves Fluker enters and communicates to 
Goodwin the startling intelligence that his 
uncle who was supposed to be dead is still 
alive and bas just arrived from India. The 
tables are then completely turned. His aris- 
tocratic friends cold-shoulder him and Penny 
thorne with whom he has dealt largely for 
borses and carriages grossly insults bim. 


At this juncture Alice (who had not left 
the house) rushes in, at once under 
stands the situation and generously offers her 
fortone— amounting to some £4000 or £5000 
—of the existence of which Goodwin had pre- 
viously known nothing—to her not over 
constant lover, who declines to acoept money 
from the woman he has wronged. 

In the third act the curtain once more 
rises on Joe’s back parlour. Since last we 
looked in on this snug little room evil days 
have fallen on the honest vendor of cheese 
and tallow candles. He has burnt his fingers 
in the game of speculation and not only the 
savings of his life time, but even Alice's 
fortune, which he held in trust, has been 
swallowed ap in Charker’s bubble company. 
A writ of execution is impending, and they 
do not know how soon the bailiffs will take 

ion. 

Pennythorne, who has also singed his wings, 
is if anything more ardent in his endeavours 
to effect a marriage between Alice and him- 
self. He is not aware of the ill luck which 
has befallen the Barlows or he would not be 
quite so urgent iu proferring his affections. 

‘oe is in a similar state of ignorance concern- 
ing Pennythorne’s affairs and wrings from 
Alice a most reluctant consent to become the 
wife of the man of horses. The latter, in 
the exuberance of his joy, rushes off to 
Doctor’s Commons to procure the license 
and arrives at that establishment just in 
time to find it closed. On his retarn to 
Joe's house he finds the bailiffs in posses- 
sion and accordingly backs ont of his engage- 
ment with Alice, much to her delight. As ho 
is in the act of taking his leave a sheriff's 
officer walks in and marches him off toa 
debtor’s prison and he is seen and heard of 
no more. ‘When things are at their worst 
they sometimes mend” is an old and true 
saying, and so it proved with more than one 
of the dramatis persona. 

At this critical moment a servant enters 
with a letter for Goodwin, who most oppor- 
tunely happens to be present, for the purpose 
of taking a final leave of Alice prior to his 
departure for either India or Australia. He 
fears to open the letter lest it may contain 
more ill news but Alice, with true womanly 
curiosity, reads it for him. He then learns 
to his surprise that his uncle’s young wife has 
eloped with Oharker and the uncle is auxious to 
make amends to his nephew for his former 
neglect and harsh treatment. Fluker ayain 
appears and confirms the good news, adding 
that the infamous Oharker has been arrested 
at Dover. All thenceforth goes merrily as a 
marriage bell, though « great deal is left to 
the imagination of the andience in the way of 
supplying details. The happy lovers are united 
and Joe’s business once more flourishes. 

Where all did well it is perhaps invidious 
to particularise individuals. Nevertheless 
fiat justitia, ruat coelum or, more plainly 
“honour to whom honour is due.” Mr, 
Marshall Bazing’s Joe Barlow was capital. 
His ease and self possession on the stage 
were wonderfal. His rendering of the 
character of an honest, simple-minded 
tradesman who believed all men to be as 
guileless as himself was most life-like and he 
was equally successful both in the humorous 
and pathetic veins of a long and difficult 
part. Mr. Bazing is certainly an actor far 
above the average of those usaally to be met 
with amongst amateurs. Mr. W. CO. Gasper 
as Gerald Goodwin showed great promise of 
future excellence. Fora young actor he did 
remarkably well. He had evidently studied 
his part most carefully but seemed somewhat 
difident in its enunciation; at least this is 


the only reason we can assign for his being 
so cool and unsympathetic towards such 8 
charming, fascinating lady love. The words 
of affection came from his lips freely enough, 
the spirit, enthusiasm—or whatever it may 
be called —- to warm them into life was 
wanting. What is required is a little more 
self confidence. If in future he will endea- 
vour to identify himself more closely with 
his part, and be less concerned about the 
audience his delineation of character will be 
very effective. Such a low-lived, vulgar-mind- 
‘ed character as Pennythorne is a thankless part 
for anyone to play, as it is one with 
which ‘no audience can sympathise. It 
is impossible to speak too highly of the care- 
ful painstaking manner in which it was 
rendered by Mr. Eyton. He “suited the 
action to the word and the word to the 
action,” and gave a most amusing represen- 
tation of an unscrapulous livery stable er 
er who lives principally by his wits. Mr. 
Scidmore as Fluker was a genuine specimen 
of an old fashioned lawyer. Major Blackshaw 
found a good representative in Mr. F. 8. 
Morse, and the réles of Pyefinch, Oharker, Sir 
Rumsey Waters, and Gibbons were all well 
played by Messrs. Samuels, Cottell, Brower, 
and Charchill, but do not require any special 
mention. 

On the principle of the “ first being last and 
the last firat” we have delayed making men- 
tion of the actresses until now. But how, or 
in what terms shall we speak of the ladies to 
whom were entrusted the parts of Mrs. Bar- 
low and Alice: or how do justice to the 
rare histrionic abilities they undoubtedly 
displayed? The lady who played the former 

ve a splendid delineation of a carefal 
Pocsseste who kept an eye to the main 
chance, who tried and sometimes succeeded 
in holding her lord and master in subjection 
and, who like most of us, was always wise after 
the event. Compared with the rest of the 
characters hers was of minor importance, bat 
with much tact and skill she infused a 
great deal of dry humour into it which 
gained her many well earned rounds of 
applanse. With respect to the charming 
heroine of the drama our powers of criti- 
cism are completely non-plussed. No words 
of ours can accarately describe how breath- 
leasly she held the audience and sus- 
tained their interest from ber first entrance 
ontil ber last exit: she evidently threw her- 
self heart and soul into her part and every 
word and action of her's was both graceful 
and natural, without any undue straining after 
effect. That her efforts were appreciated 
was fully attested by the unauimous call she 
received at the close, and still more so by the 
showers of bouquets with which she was 
greeted. 

Like most of H.J. Byron’s playa there 
was not much scope for scenic effect 
in the one represented on Wednesday 
night; but it was none the less neatly 
pat on the ‘boards and most faith- 
fully produced under the able superinten- 
dence of Mr. C. B. Bernard the stage 
manager, who also received a call before the 
curtain in recognition of his praiseworthy 
efforts. 

The house was well filled from head to 
foot by an appreciative audience who re- 
peatedly testified their approval by rapturous 
applause. 

The Japanese imperial naval band was in 
attendance and played a selection of favourite 
airs &c., between the acta, 


Ramoor has it that another drama is in 


preparation and will shortly be produced, 
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REOEPTION BY H. BE. THE MINISTER 
FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND 
MADAME INOUYE. 


A Larae nomber of guests responded to 
the invitations issued by His Excellency the 
Minister for foreign affairs and Madame 
Tnonye at the official residence in Tokio last 
evening (8rd. instant), on the occasion of the 
birthday of His Majesty the Mikado. 

The official residence is a new building 
situate in Ura-Kasumigaseke, the front over- 
looking the Hibaya parade ground, and was 
used for the first time yesterday. The archi- 
tecture is composite, but the external ap- 
pearance is imposing and handsome; and 
when illaminated by coloured lamps and gas 
transparencies the effect rather adds to the 
shapely proportions of the building. To the 
right of the entrance is another large building 
for the accommodation of tho staff of the 
foreign office, and where all business is to be 
transacted. 

The interior of the residence has been well 
planned, a large entrance hall with cloak 
room to the right, leads to a spacious corridor 
upon which several rooms open. The ball 
room wns used for the reception of visitors 
by the distinguished host and hostess. It is 
perhaps a trifle small; and the reflection is 
unavoidable that the number of rooms might 
have been lessened with much advantage to 
the remainder. With this exception, there 
is nothing to be desired, for the apartments 
are spacious, perfectly ventilated, and de- 
corated ina style that does great credit to 
the architect, who has succeeded admirably 
in the judicious use of soft tints sparingly 
yet happily brought out with gold. The 
upper floor is approached by a broad stair- 
case, and the drawing room opens by meaus 
of French windows upon a terrace with hand- 
some balustrade commanding an uninterrupt- 
ed view of the spacious parade ground. The 
residence seems in every respect complete, 
and the architect is to be congratulated on 
the result of his labours. The plans and 

design were, we understand, prepared by Mr. 
Capelletti under whose sapervision the 
building was constructed. 

Ponctually at nine o'clock guests assembled 
in large numbers, and half an hoor later the 
rooms, corridors, and terraces were filled. 
Members of the supreme council, ministers 
of departments, and officials of the higher 
rank, officers of the army and navy, and 
private citizens, mingled with members of 
the corps diplomatique, naval officers, consuls, 
and many residents of foreign nationalities, 
many ladies from Tokio and Yokohama being 
present, some of their costumes contrasting, 
not in all cases favourably (we beg the ladies’ 
pardons) with tho soft material and delicate 
colouring of the native dress of the Japancac 
lady whose presence at public entertainments 
in large numbers is a pleasing instance of 
modern change. Dancing was begun about 
ten o'clock, the band playing several favourite 
quadrillo, valse and other airs. At half past 
ten there was a display of fireworks in the 
open space in front of the terrace, to view 
which large crowds assembled outside the 
railed enclosure. ‘There are few pyrotech- 
nists anywhere equal tothe Japanese; and 
the manufacturer of the varied devices in 
ever-changing colours’ and brilliancy shown 
last evening would realise an immense for- 
tune in Paris or London. At eleven the 
supper rooms were thrown open; and when 
the great demand is considered, the arrange- 
ments, like the yiands and wines, were all 


that conld be wished. To secure the con- 
venience of his guests the minister had a 
special train in readiness to leave for Yoko- 
hama at midnight, but as many seemed 
anwilling to leave until the last moment its 
departure was delayed fully half an honr. 

With departure of the Yokohama guests 
the rooms rapidly thinned, and a most enjoy- 
able evening was brought to a close. 

The considerate hospitability exercised by 
the ministers of Japan deserves the highest 
consideration. These receptions, beginning 
with the kindly courteous welcome of the 
host and hostess, afford opportunities for 
friendly social intercourse of Japanese and 
foreigner which should, and undonbtedly do, 
tend to strengthen those feelings of mutual 
regard and respect which we hope before 
long will form the solid foundation of a last- 
ing friendship. To this good object His Ex- 
cellency Inonye will have the gratification of 
knowing that he has been one of the chief 
contributors. 


NIPPON RACE CLUB. 


AUTUMN MEETING, 1881. 


First Day. 
Friday, 4th. November. 


Tue first day of the races opencd with a 
prospect of a successful mocting excepting 
perhaps the dubious state of the wea- 
ther. The entries throughout were small, 
but nevertheless some excellent sport was 
anticipated. A Japanese band wus prosent 
to-day and succeeded in enlivening the in- 
tervals between the events. We have to re- 
cord with regret that the good old pony, 
Oyama, utterly collapsed in his half mile, 
having gone very lame in the near fore leg. 

1—Tas Grirrins’ Prats.—Value $150. 


For Japan ponies that have “never ran in a 
race in Tokio or Yokohama. Weight as per 


scale. Five furlongs. Entrance, $10 

The Gunbakioku’s Yamabuki ...10st. 4lbs... 1 
Mr Kawanishi’s Palefrot +10at, 4lbs... 2 
Mr Geoghegan’s Heartsease... ...10st. 4lbs... 3 
Mr Fujisaki’s Kanasawa ... 10st. 8lbs... 0 
Mr Fojisaki’s Matsushima ... ...10st. 4lbs... 0 


Nearly half an honr was wasted at the post 


in a vain endeavour to get the ponies away 
on something like even terms, and when the 
flag did fall Heartsease was left at the post 
and the favourite Yamabuki, had a good 
seventy yards lead before /Heartavase got fair- 
ly going. When he did get on his legs, 
however, he made the best possible ase of 
them and rapidly cat down one pony after 
another until he reached second place ; but 
there was no overhauling the favourite, who 
won hard held by several lengths, Palefrot 
getting aecond down the straight. Time, 1.24. 

2.—Tns Criterion Sraxes.—For China 
ponies. Weight as per scale. Winners in 
Hongkong, China, or Japan, 1880 and 1881, 
—of one race, 5 lbs. extra; of two or more 
races, 10 Ibs. extra. Bond fide griffins, 7 lbs. 


allowance. Once round. Entrance, $5. 

Mr Hugo's Sunrise (late Flick) ...10at. 1ilbs... 1 
Copt, George's SHF Wind ... ...10st. 21be... } 9 
Mr Peacock’s Centaur ... ++. lst. 8lbs... 

Capt. George's Basuto ... +--L1st. 5lbs,.. 0 
Mr Durand’s Victor ss vee oe LO8t. 2]b8... 0 
Mr Fitz-henry’s Blue Ruin... ...10st. 5lbs.... 0 
Mr Phillippus’ Dunn Brown ., ...10st. 8lbs... 0 


Sunrise started firat favourite for this event 
and jumping off with the lead kept it hard 
held all the way to the finish, passing tho 
post two lengths in advance of Centaur and 
Stiff Wind who ran a dend heat for second 
place. Time, 2.144. 


8.—Tue Hatr-Brup Maren Piats.—Value 
$125. For Half-bred ponies that have never 
won a race in Tokio or Yokohama. Weight 
as per scale. Five furlongs. 5 entries or no 
race. Entrance, $10. 

There not being sufficient entries for this 
event, it did not come off. 


4.—Tue RixuaunsHo Cup. — Presented. 
For Japan ponies. Weight as per scale. Half 
amile. Entrance, $5. 


Col. Sagara’s Shiratorigataki ...10et. 2lbs... 1 
Mr Hugo's Katerfelto see ee LOst. 4Ibs,.. 2 
Mr Buchanan’s Oyama ... «10st. 2lbe... 38 


The result of this event was unlooked for, 
the old pony Oyama being considered too 
good for Col. Sagara’s chesnut. The latter, 
however, had many friends. At the start 
Oyama got a length in advance, bat was 
speedily challenged by Shiratorigataki and 
gave up the lead at the trees, shutting up 
quite unexpectedly and pulling up dead lame. 
Katerfelto made a rush when near home, but 
was never dangerous, the representative of 
the Japanese stable winning with compara- 
tive ease. The time, 63 seconds, was rather 
slow Oyama's time has generally been 60 to 
61. 

5.—Tue Navy and Visitors’ Cup.—Pre- 
sented. For China ponies. Weight as per 
sine Three-quarters of a mile. Entrance, 

0. 

Mr Hugo's Sunset .. ... ... -.10et. 5lbs... 
Mr Geoghegan’s Chief Mongolian 10st. 11lbs... 
Mr Phillippus’ Dunn Brown... ...10st. Sib... 
Mr Peacock’s Skedaddle «+-1Ost. 2lbs... 
Mr Durant’s Dartmoor ... ++LOat. Slbs... 

Skedaddle and Sunset probably {had more 
backers for this race then any of the other 
ponies. The latter is a pretty pony, and, 
which is more to the point, is in excellent 
condition. When the fell Dartmoor's 
betto held on too long, and the consequence 
was the pony was ont of the race from the 
commencement. Sunset and Skedaddle cut 
out the running at a rattling pace, the for- 
mer, with Mr. Loxton up, gradually forging 
in front. Chief Mongolian made an effort at 
the trees, but the pace was too warm for him 
and he subsided again; but as Skedaddle was 
“ pumped” on entering the straight the dun 
contrived to secure second place, and Dunn 
Brown bad the honour of showing ‘his colours 
third. Time, 1.89. 


6.—Tus Nursery Staxes.—A Sweepstakes 
of $10 each, with $50 added, and Yen 75 to 
Japanese owner of winner at date of purchase. 


oounrt 


For Japanese subscription griffins. Winner 
of No. 1 excluded. Weight as per acale. 
Five furlongs. 

Mr Hugo’s Kémmel_—... . Elbe... 1 
The Gunbakioku’s Hi-wn - ibs... 2 
Mr "8 Heartsease . 4lbs... 3 
Mr Peacock’s Satsuma Crackle . Olbs... 0 
Mr Okochi’s Onami wks . 10lbs. 0 
Mr Phillippus’ Akambo... . Obs... 0 
The Gunbakioku’s Horin . Bibs... 0 


The start was a wretched one, Heartsease 
and Akambo getting much the worst of 
it. The former of these ponies again 
showed great pace succeeding in reducing 
the distance between him and the leaders by 
quite fifty ‘yards and coming very close at 
the finish, A good race resnited between 
Kiimmel and Hi-un the former winning. Time, 
1m. 27sec. 


7.—Tue Autumn Cur.—Value $125. For 
Half-bred Ponies. Weight as per scale. 
Winners at the Spring meeting, 7 lbs. extra. 
Three-quarters of a mile. Entrance, $10. 
Mr Okochi’s Haku-iin (late Hokuse) 10st. 4lbs.. 1 
Gencral Saigo’s Bon Réne (7b. ex. Lat. 8lbs.. 2 
Me Fojinany’s Kosakura, ‘hab. ex) Late Ube § 
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Halu-iin started a hot favourite for this 
event, Kosakura ranking next in public 
favour. After several vain attempts to get 
the ponies away, the flag eventually, fell 
to a very good start, the favourite 
cutting out the pace, closely attended by 
Bon Réné, Kosakura soon getting hopelessly 
in the rear. A very good race betweon the 
firat pair resulted in Haku-tin winning by a 
length. Time, 1m. 33sec. 

8.—Tue Community Curp.—Presented. For 
China ponies. Weight as per scale. Winners 
at the meeting, 7 Ibs. extra. One milo and 


a quarter. Entrance, $10. 

Mr Hugo’s Sunshine «10st. 21bs... 1 
Mr de’ Snowstorm ... +. 10st. 8lbs... 2 
Capt. George’s Basuto ... «11st. 5lbs... 8 
Mr Buchanan’s Ginger... ... ...10st. 6lbs... 0 
Mr Phillippus’ Louis d'Or ... ...10st. 5lbs... 0 


Snowstorm started a hot favourite for this 
race, Sunshine ranking next. The start was 
@ very good one, Sunshine taking up the run- 
ning on the inside with Basuto at his gerths, 
and Ginger well up; the favourite running 
fourth and Louis d’Or bringing up the rear. 
Tn this order the Stand was passed the firet 
time. On ascending the rise all the ponies 
went together, Basuto challenging the dun, 
who, though apparently contented to let 
any of his opponents run level, evinced 
8 decided objection to permitting them 
to take first honours even for a second. 
At the half-mile the favourite was sct 

oing and on. challenging the dun, the 
titer, showed that he had been running well 
within himself, for the pair immediately 
singled themselves oat from the others, Sun- 
shine still keeping lead with Snowstorm at 
his shoulder. The race home along the 
straight was a pretty one, but Sunshine was 
never headed and won bya length. Time, 
2.533. 

9.—The Fusrvama Prats.— Value $125. 
For Japan ponies. Weight as per scale. 
Winners at the meeting, 7 lbs. extra. Throe- 
quarters of a mile. Entrance, $5 


Mr Fojinami’s Ikadsushi «10st. 8lbs... 1. 
Mr Buchana’s Annandale ++-10st. Slbs... 2 
Mr Fojisaki’s Kamakura ..._ ...10st. 4lbs... 3 
Gen. Saigo’s Kioto (late Jim Hills. 10st. 4lbs... 0 


Annandale got a slight advantage at the 
start, but soon had to succumb to Ikadsushi 
who went to the front and won with ease in 
1.393. 


Seconp Day. 
Saturday, 5th. November. 


Tux second day of this mecting began with 
heavy rain, cloud, and mist; and a general 
notion prevailed that a postponement. wonld 
be made. At 11 a.m. the rain fell in tor- 
rents, and continned withont intermission 
until 6 p.m. when it.lessened in violence, 
five inches having-fallen in teu hours. ‘The 
committee, for reasons connected with lot- 
teries, &e., resolved to bring off the events 
set down on the programme ; anda more nn- 
pleasant race day has never been experionced 
in Japan. On the course the committee were 
present, the public being represented by a 
few interested persons and half a dozen 
enthusiasts; two Indies braved the weather 
and made their appearance on the Grand 
Stand; but the general effect was one of 
wet, misery, and depression. 

The ‘‘tips” for the events were upset by 
tho weather. Dunn Brown showed himself 
to be a good horse. Palefroi won in good 
style. Ikadsushi’s partiality for heats allow- 
od Annandale to win. The owners of Halu-un 
pad Kosahkura, fading no third competitor, 


gallantly refused to reduce the race to a 
match; and it was declared off the club 
benefiting by the retention of the prize. 

1—Tue Maen Sraxes. — Value $100. 
For Japan ponies that bave never won a race 
in Tokio or Yokohama. Weight as per scale. 
Half a mile. Entrance, $5 


Mr Kawanichi’s Palefroi «10st. 4Ibs... 1 
Mr Geoghegan’s Heartsease ..._ ...10st. 4lbs... 2 
Mr Hugo’s Yamasaki... ... ...10st. Slbs... 3 
Mr Okochi's Onami +--10st. 10lbs. 0 
Mr Fujisaki’s Kanasawa ..._...10st. 8lbs... 0 
Mr Fojisaki’s Matsushima .., ...10st. 4lbs.... 0 


Tn drenching rain six maiden ponies came 
out to do battle and Heartsease was made 
favourite Palefrot being next in request. A 
splendid start all keoping together for 150 
yards when Palefroi and another difficult to 
make out came away and retained that posi- 
tion to the end Palefroi winning by the 
length. Time, lm. 8}sec. 


2.—Tue Frencu Cup. Presented for China 
Ponies. Winner of No. 8, Ist day, excluded. 
Weight as per scale. Winners at the Meet- 
ing, 7lbs. extra, Once round and a distance. 
Entrance, $10. 
Mr Phillippus’ Dunn Brown... ...10st. 8lbs.... 1 
Mr Hugo’s Sunset... ... 1... 10st. 12lbs. 2 
Mr Buchanan’s Ginger... .. ++10st. 5lbs... 3 

Raining harder than ever and only three 
faced the starter, Sunset in spite of his 7lb. 
extra being made favourite but when out did 
not seem to like the rain. Starting at first at- 
tempt Dunn Brown and Ginger came away at 
a great pace and kept together to top of the 
hill when the former took a decided load and 
increasing it all the way won easily, the others 
pulling up together ou the post. ‘lime, 2.434. 

3.—Tue Commitrer Cup.—Presented. For 
Japan aud China ponies. Weight as por 
scale. Half a mile. Entrance $10. 
Mr Hugo’s Sunrise... 4. ... ...10st. 111bs.. 1 
Mr Geoghegan’s Chief Mongolian..1Ust. lllbs. 2 
Col. Sagara’s Shiratorigataki... ...10st. 2lbs... 8 

In heavy rain three had enough courage 
to come on to the course but it: was impos- 
sible to see them at the post. A bad start 
and a worse race ; the Japanese pony bolted 
and the Chief lost a lot at the start. Sunrise 
waited coming up the straight until the Chie 
nearly reached him but it was a miserable 
finish. 

4.—Tue Patrons’ Cur.—Presented. For 
Japan ponies. Weight as per scale. Winners 
at the Meeting excluded. Three-quarters of 
amile. Entrance, $5. 

Kamakura. Walked over. 

5.--Tne Crsaxewirce Stakes. — Value 
$200. Handicap for Japan and China ponies 
that have run at the Spring Meeting. 
Weights to be published within 7 days of 
closing of entries. Entrance, $20; $10 for- 
feit if declared 7 days before the meeting. 
Winners after the publication of the handicap, 
5 lbs. extra. Second pony to save his stake, 
Three-quarters of a mile. 
Mr Durand’s Victor 1 
Mr Hugo's Sunshine + lUst. ulbs.. 2 
Mr Durant’s Lartmoor ... «10st. Olds... 3 
Mr Geoghegan’s Chief Mongolian..11st. Olbs.,. 0 
Mr Peacock's Skedaddle sue oe O5t. Blobs... 0 

Starting at the first attempt Victor making 
uso of his ligit weight came right away 
and although hard pushed by Sunshine was 
never headed and won by four lengths. 
Time, 1.38. 

6.—Tue Kaitarusit Cur.—Presented. For 
Half-bred ponics. Weight as per scile. 
Winner of No.7, first day, 10 Ibs, extra. 
Oace round and 4 distance. Entrance $10. 


No Race, 


s+ Ost. Slbs... 


7.—Tus Geeman Crus Cup.—Presented. 
For China pouies. Weight ns per scale. 
Winners at the meeting, 7 lbs. extra for each 
race won. One mile and a half. Entrance, 
$10. : 
Mr Hugo’s Sunset... 2. - 10st. 12]bs... 
Mr Phillippus’ Dunn Brown 10st. 9 including 

‘Tbs. extra s eae 

Capt George’s Kasuto .. 
Mr Hugo’s Sunshine 10 
Mr Dodds Snowstorm 


1 
2 
3 
0 
o 


. oO 

Mr. 
Hugo declared best to win. Sunshine and 
Dartmoor made play to the stand when Dunn 
Brown joined in and accompanied the leaders 
to the top of the hill; this order was mani- 
tained to the quarter mile post when Sunshine 
droped back and Sunset came up and gradual- 
ly passing the leaders won by two lengths, 
Time, 3m. 37sec. 


8.—Tue Neaisnt Stakes.—Value $150. 
For Japan ponies. Weight as per scale. 
Winners of one race, 7 lbs. extra; of two 
races, 10 Ibs.extra. Once round. Entrance, 
$10. 
Mr Buchanan’s Annandale ... 
Mr Fujinami’s Ikadsushi 
Mr Fujisaki’s Kamakura Oat. 4! 
Mr Hugo’s Katerfelto Ost. 4b 

Ikadsushi got away on a false start and 
did the course. At the second attempt they 
got away together but Kamakura could not 
keep straight and Annandale with Ikadeusht 
led up the hill where the former took the 
lead and kept it until the corner where 
Tkadsushi ran oat and left him to fiuish alone. 
Time, 2.25. 


9.—Te Wercur Carriers’ Srakes.—A 
Sweep-stake of $10 each, with $100 added. 
For China ponies. Weight as per scale, 
with 14 Ibs. added. To be ridden by mem- 
bers of N. R. C. who have never bad a 
winning mount. One mile. 


++108t. 8lbs... 
Oat. Sibs. 


7 


Mr Phillippus’ Dunn Brown... ...11st. 8Ibs... 1 
Mr Hugo’s Sunrise ves eee eeeL 1st. L1Ibe.. 2 
Capt. George's Stif Wind «11st. 2lbs... 8 
Mr Peacock’s Centaur ... ... ...Llet. 8lbs... 0 
Mr Dodds ns Snowstorm ..._.. Lat. 8lbs... 0 


Snowstorm declared 3 Ibs. over. Sunrise, 
with his owner np, took a decided lead and 
kept going to the. distance post, when he 
cried a go; Dunn Brown, who had led off to 
tho three farlongs post hunting the leader 
began to come up, and when Sunrise had 
finished passed him and won easily; the others 
tailed off. Time, 2m. 28sec. 


Correspondence. 


BEGISTRATION OF BRITISH SUBJECTS. 


To the editor of the Japan Gazette, 


Dear Sm:—Having had occasion to ad- 
dress a letter to Mr. Kennedy, H. B. M.’s 
chargé d'affaires, complaining of Mr. Acting 
Consul Dohmen’s conduct towards myself, in 
regard to having maliciously summoned me, 
and recciving first a reply, evading my com- 
plaint, I again addressed Mr. Kennedy, 
and I have received another rather ambiguvus 
letter, and adding to his remarks his 
intention of declining any further correspon- 
dence upon. the subject of my complaint, I 
have therefore to ask you, knowing that you 
will be more generous, to give mea little 
space in your valuable columns for further 
correspondence and also to ask you to pube 


blish my letters to Mr. Kennedy, and his ree 
plies, 
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Mr. Kennedy seems determined to find 
no fault with the acting consul and thinks 
nothing of that able officer not doing to 
others a3 he would do unto me, and conse- 
quently I have no cause of complaint. I beg 
to differ with the chargé d’affoires, and I 
leave it to the public to judge whether the act- 
ing consul summoned me maliciously or not. 

How does Mr. Kennedy arrive at the 
conclusion that. Iam a defaulter? He really 
goes out of his way to make excuses for Mr. 
Dohmen, and I should be much obliged to 
him if he would inform me whore iy dofault- 
ing comes in, for I never rofused to comply 
with the order in council, and if putting 
unofficially a simple question to the acting 
consul means that any consul is perfectly 
justified in cansing a summons to be served 
without previous warning (which by tho bye 
I had) upon any defaulter who is supposed 
to know the law, well I don’t know the law 
for I was asking what the law was, so here 
Mr. Kennedy lends mea help, but as I can- 
not address him again, 1 must resort to your 
columns and leaving the British public to 
judge of the extraordinary powers givon to 

r. Acting Consol Dohmen, who must feel 
himself now a mighty. Englishman, although 
fallen from his Dutch estate, 


I remain, 


to do, viz., whether I was exempted or not 
and gave my reasons for so asking (Mr. 
Dohmen knew this when he sent me the sum- 
mons, for Mr. Robertson kad spoken to him) 
moreover a gentleman who arrived two 
months before me, is still uanregistered, 
another gentleman arrived the day after me 
and received the blank form the same day 
that I did and he was unregistered np to the 
time I was in court and yet not summoned. 
Last year a British subject arrived and the 
usual form sent to him to fill up, but he 
never complied, and this was weli known to 
Mr. Dohmen, for on a subsequent occasion 
the British subject asked for a passport to 
go into the interior when the acting consul 
refused to apply for one as he hg: not been 
registered, but again not summoned. There 
is a British subject, a new arrival who has 
been here since May last, and he is not 
registered, will he be summoned when he is 
called upon to do so? 

From the above. cases yon will observe that 
no attempt has been made to have the 
British subjects summoned and why havo 1 
been treated differently, has Mr. Dohmen 
any spite against me, that he goes out of his 
way to maliciously criminally summons me ? 
I shall be glad if your Excellency will take 
somo steps in this matter and bring it to the 


Yours truly, 
E. WHITTALL. 
Yokohama, 18th. Oct., 188]. 


[Copy.] 
Yokohama, 7th, Oct., 1881. 


J. Gorpon Kennepy, Esq., 
H. B. M.'s Ohargé d’ Affaires, 
Tokio. 


Sm :—It is with extreme regrot that I have 
to lay before your excollency a complaint 
against Mr. Martin Dohmen, H.B.M.’s acting 
consal for Kanagawa. 

Having been absont from Japan for a 
eriod of over twelve months, I returned to 
okohama on the 4th. August last, and soon 

after my arrival I received from Her Britan- 
nic Majeaty’s consulate, a blank form, with 
& printed request to have the samo filled up 
and returned with the usual registration 
fee, when a registration certificate would 
be sent me, this it was stated was in com- 
pliance with the order in council. 

Having been registered during the month 
of January 1880, and having left Yokohama 
on the 23rd. of May of the same year and 
returning here last August, it occurred to 
me, that I was exempted from registration 
until next year, for in accordance with the 
order in council, residents are only called 
upon to register once a year, during the 
month of January. On this supposition I 
asked Mr. Russell Robertson, the acting 
judge, to advise me in the matter, when ho 
informed me, he would see Mr. Dohmen and 
consult with him; an evening or two after 
this, meeting Mr. Dohmen, I asked him if 
Mr. Robertson had spoken to him about my 
registering, when he replied no! and adding 
that he would send me a snmmons next day. 
I took this as « joke and not a threat ; but un- 
fortunately two days afterwards, the summons 
came and to-day I have been in the criminal 
court to give an account of my conduct. 

Ido not know whether Mr. Dohmen was 
justified or not in having me criminally sum- 
moned for he ought to know his business, but 


notice of the acting consul, whose duty is to 
give advice to British subjects when it is 
asked, and not to have them criminally sum- 
moned as in my case. 

Mr. Dohmon in court stated that the club, 
where I had my conversation with him was 
not a proper place for official businoss, never- 
theless it was in that building when he 
threatened to have me summoned, I was 
therefore correct in thinking the threat was 
in jest. 

Apologising to your Excellency for troubl- 
ing you in this unpleasant matter, 


I remain, 
Your excellency’s obedient servant, 
(Signed.) E. WHITTALL. 


[Copy.} 
Yokohama, 10th. Oct., 1881. 


J. Gorvon Kennepy, Esq., 
H. B. M.'s Chargé d’ Affaires, 
Tokio. 

Sir:—Whon addressing your excollency 
ou the 7th. instant, I omitted to inform you 
that 1 addressed a letter to Mr. Martin Doh- 
men, H.B.M.’s acting consul on the subject 
of the summons he sent me, thinking that by 
explaining my reason in writing that he 
would reconsider the case to withdraw the 
summons, 

I remain, 


Your excellency’s obedient scrvant, 
(Signed.) E. WHITTALL. 
(Copy.] 
H. B. M. Legation, 
Tokio, 11th. Oct., 1881. 
E, Wuntatt, Esq., 
4.3, Yokohama. 


Sin :—I beg to acknowledgo two letters re- 
ceived from you, under flying scal, through 
Mr. Acting Consul Dohmen, dated 7th. and 
10th, instant respectively, in which you 


the reason of my complaint is because I 
‘ never attempted to avoid registration, I only 


complain of Mr. Dohmen’s conduct towards 
you by compelling you, as you state malici- 


paked what any British subject has a right!ously, to register yourself as a British sub- 


ject, and in having, as I understand yon, 
declined to answer your question as to 
whether rogistration was, in your case, com- 
pulsory before next January. 

In reply I beg to state that, having given 
my careful attention to the subject of your 
complaint, as stated in your two letttera, and 
also in # report on the subject which I have 
received from Mr. Dohmen, I am of opinion 
that it is not a matter calling for the official 
intervention of Her Majesty’s legation. 

In the first place, 1 do not understand 
why, after the receipt by you of tho blank 
form from Her Majesty’s consulate, you 
applied for advice to Mr. Acting Judgo 
Robertson instead of to Her Majesty’s acting 
consul whose duty it is to advise British 
subjects on quostions affecting their rights 
and interests, and secondly, as regards the 
summons it is not, as you probably are aware, 
within the power of Her Majesty's repre- 
sentative to interfere with the administration 
of justice by consular officers. 


Lam, sir, 
Your most obedient, 


humble servant, 


(Signed.) J. G. KENNEDY. 


[Copy-] 
Yokohama, 13th. Oct., 1881. 


J. Gorpon Kennepy, Esq., 
H.B.M.’s Chargé @ Affaires, 
Tokio. 


Sir:—I have the honour to acknowledge 
the receipt of your excellency’s lotter of the 
11th. instant, and it was not my intention to 
have replied to it, only it appears to me that 
your excellency has not construed correctly 
my complaint against Mr. Acting Consul 
Dohmen. Your excellency states that “you 
complain of Mr. Dohmen’s conduct towards 
you, by compelling you, as you state mali- 
ciously, to register as a British subject, and 
in having as I understand you, declined to 
answer your questions as to whether regis- 
tration was, in your case, compulsory before 
next January.” My complaint was for being 
maliciously summoned. I never said anything 
of being maliciously registered for at the time 
when I had cause to complain, I had not been 
registered. If your excellency will refer to my 
letter your excellency will observe from the 
cases of other British subjects given, that I 
was summoned, but for what breach of the 
order in council, lam ata logs to understand. 

Your excellency further states, “why, 
after the receipt by you of the blank form, 
from Her Majesty’s consulate, you applied 
for advice to Mr. Acting Judge Robertson 
instead of Her Majesty’s acting consal, whose 
duty it is to advise British subjects on ques- 
tions affecting their rights and interesté. 

l did not apply to the acting judge off- 
cially neither did I do so to the acting con 
sul, when he threatened me with a summons, 
as already mentioned in my letter of the 7th 
instant, now I come to tiv reason of my 
complaint, what right has the acting cousul 
to say he would send me a summons, when 
I had asked a friendly question in an un- 
official manner 

Your excellency concludes, “and second. 
ly, as regards the summons, it is not us you 


| probably are aware, within the power of Her 


Majesty's representative to interfere with 
the administration of justice by consular ollie 
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cers.” I do not think my letter asks for such 
interference. 


* Tam, your excellency’s 
most obedient servant, 
(Signed.) E. WHITTALL. 


[Copy.] 
Tokio, October 15th., 1881. 
E. Warrratt, Esq., 
&o., &e. 

Sm:—In reply to your further letter of 
the 13th. instant on the subject of your com- 
plaint against Mr. Acting Consul Dohmen 
for having issued a summons against you 
compelling you to register whilst others, like 
you unregistered, were ignored, I have to 
observe that Her Majesty's consuls are not 
obliged-to remind British subjects that they 
must register. Any consul is perfectly justi- 
fied in causing a summons to bo served with- 
out previous warning upon any defanlter who 
is supposed to know the law. 

Mr. Dohmen’s action towards you appears 
to me to have been in accordance with the 
law, and he does not appear to me to have 
exceeded his powers. 

I cannot consequently entertain your com- 
plaint against Mr. Dohmen. 

Her Majesty’s represontative may be called 
upon to censure the acts of a consul, but ho 
can hardly be expected to exercise control 
over his motives. 

To the above remarks I may add my in- 
tention of declining any further correspon- 
dence upon the subject of your complaint. 


I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


(Signed.) J. G@. KENNEDY, 
Her Majesty's Ohargé d’ Affaires 
in Japan, 


THE SILK QUESTION. 


To the editor of the Japan Gazette, 


Sre:—Referring to your article in yesterday’s 
iesue on the silk difficulty, and particularly to 
the form of contract you propose, I beg to point 
out that a contract which would allow the 
seller to retire his silk in case it proved on 
inspection inferior to the sample agreed upon, 
would operate badly for the buyer in case of 
arise in the market price during the time 
occupied in inspection, and would also operate 
as an inducement to the seller to attempt 
fraud. 

What is needed in the tradc is some arrange- 
ment by which the seller will be firmly bound 
to deliver, and the buyer to take, an agreed 
number of bales or piculs of silk like the 
sample upon which the bargain was made. 
Nothing short of that will check fraud or give 
to silk business a solid character. 

There might be occasionally av irreconcilable 
difference of opivion as to the conformity of 
the silk with the sample, or as to the proper 
allowance to be made for slightinferiority ; but 
provision for the reference of such differences 
to an impat‘inl expert would overcome the 
difficulty. 

In my judgment, as long as Japanese 
dealers can reckon on getting their silk re- 
turned to them without any serious loss when- 
ever their habitual efforts to deceive buyers 
are defeated, they will continue those efforts, 
and no improvement in the character of silk 
will be made. 

To effect improvement contracts must be 
made firm and equally binding on both par- 


ties, with some ready and quick penalty on 
both for any infringement. 

Had such a system been practised, we should 
long ago have got rid of the abuses on both 
sides which have led to the present dead-lock. 

No one at all acquainted with Japanese 
character cap believe that the producers and 
dealers will improve the quality or regularity 
of silk so long as they can play fast and loose 
with buyers, as your proposed form of contract 
would allow them to do. 

The only real remedy is in making contracts 
firmly binging on both sides, and that is the 
remedy that must fiually be resorted to. All 
propositions short of that will surely turn out 
to be delusions and snares. 


Wery respectfully yours, 
A BUYER. 
Yokohama, October 26th., 1881. 


Occasional Hotes. 


Tux Hochi Shinbun has the following item :— 
As the sons of His Royal Highness the Prince 
of Wales are to arrive at Yokohama, those 
officials of the household and naval depart- 
ment who have been ordered to receive and 
accompany their Highnesses will be despatch- 
ed thither about the 20th. instant. At the 
same time a watch boat will be on the alert 
for the ships composing the squadron, to give 
notice of their arrival as soon as they enter 
the port; the two receiving officials, the chief 
of the port admiral’s office, captains of men-of- 
war in the port, the governor of Kanagawa, 
&e., will visit their Highnesses on board, and 
conduct them to the landing place at the 
port admiral’s office where they will rest for 
a short time, during which the admirals 
and captains will interview their Highnesses. 
After this thoy will be conducted to the 
railway station in a carriage, and proceed to 
Tokio by special train. 

At the Shinbashi station, one Prince, the 
receiving officials of the household department, 
the head of the Shikiburio (ceremonial bureau) 
army and naval officials, chief police official, 
governor of the city of Tokio, &. will receive 
their royal visitors, and after an interval, 
their Highnesses with the prince in the same 
carriage will be escorted to the Yenriokwan. 


THe same paper says:—With the assis- 
ance of certain Sangi, a great newspaper will 
be shortly established for advocating the gov- 
ernment’s case, regardless of expenditure. 


Tue Nichi Nichi Shinbun says :—A ramour 
obtains that the present offices of the cabinet 
are to be abolished, the number of the ‘sangi 
to be decreased and the executive and legisla- 
tive departments to be separated ; but anether 
report says that the number of the sangi 
is to be increased, all business to be 
settled by a majority, and to be carried 
inte execution after being sanctioned by His 
Majesty the Mikado. It is not known which is 
right. 

Mr. Ito is said to take the place of Mr. 
Okuma, Mr. Sano, present minister of the 
treasury has tendered his resignation, Mr. 
Ogi does not attend the cabinet though he 
attends the Daijiokwan, Mr. Kawamura is to be 
reinstated as Sangi, and Mr. Yoshiwara, junior 
vice minister of the treasury, will be appointed 
minister. Messrs. Ishiwaru and Nakashima 
secretaries of the treasury, the first of whom is 
superintendent of the mint and the latter the 
head of the translation bureau, are also said to 
have tendered their resignations, 


THE same paper anounces that from some 
reliable source it has heard that the govern- 
ment has decided to abolish the Kaitakushi in 
January next and to establish a ken instead 
thereof ; it adds, we hasten to publish this glad 
intelligence to the public and to advise those 
persons who have been in anxiety to take 
comfort and consolation. 


Tus Ohoya Shinbun remarks that the 
amount of new paper money manufactured by 
the government up to September 28th. last, 
realises 26,160,000 yen. 


Taz same journal says that the carriage of 
Messrs. Yamaga and Saigo, Sangi, wes over- 
thrown by the horse taking fright; both 
gentlemen were injured and great confusion 
ensued, several rumours prevailed of the ac- 
cident bat soon subsided. 


Tur Mai Nichi Shinbun publishes the follow- 
ing circular addressed by the Tokio chamber of 
commerce, to chambers of commerce and silk 
producers in several parts of Japan :— 


We send this letter to you hoping you are 
all well. : 

The present difficulty between the Rengo 
Kiito Niadzukarisho and foreign silk merchants 
is the greatest event which has happened in 
this country ever since our ports were opened, 
and our success or failure in this question 
greatly effects our commercial rights and pros- 
perity. Those who have the national welfare 
at heart cannot stand aloof from the contro- 
versy. Prompted by this feeling, the chamber 
held a special meeting on the 10th instant, 
and after consultation unanimously resolved 
that as the object of the establishment . of the 
Niadzukarisho is, as you already know, to 
secure the real interests of both ourselves and 
foreign merchants and also to promote mutual 
commercial prosperity as well as to recover 
our commercial rights, it should assist the 
Niadzukarisho, as far as justice allows, to 
ensure the success of the establishment and 
the chamber has accordingiy appointed a com- 
mittee and is now adopting a plan for so assist- 
ing it. » 

But in order to gain a victory over foreigners 
in the crisis, it is most important for us to 
secure conbination among ourselves, for if the 
present scheme should fail, there will come no 
day in fature in which our commercial rights 
will be restored. The chamber therefore wishes 
to encourage such spirit of combination by 
consulting with person in all parts of the 
country, and also by publishing to newspapers 
and chambers of commerce in foreign silk con- 
suming couutries, the whole particulars of the 
existing condition of silk transactions in 
Yokohama and the chief object of the esta- 
blishment of the Niadzukarisho, thus appealing 
to public opinion ou right and justice. 

Persons of Yamanashi, Mayebashi, Fuku- 
shima, Uyeda and other district have united 
and informed us that they have combined with 
each other in respect to assisting the Nisdza- 
karisho, As we presume that you have your 
own opinion on this subject we request you to 
express it and if you agree with us in our inten- 
tion, we earnestly hope you will help the 
the establishment to succeed in its present 
object. 

We shall regularly inform you of every 
resolution passed at the chamber respecting 
the assistance in question, but in the mean 
while, we have given you the above notice. 


The Tokio Chamber of Commerce, 
October 16th, 
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Tue Akebono Shinbun has the following 
item :— 

As we previously stated, Messrs, Kimura 
Riyemon and Nakamura Sobei on behalf of 
import dealers, are now trying to mediate be- 
tween Japanese and foreign merchants in the 
silk difficulty ; they are well aware of the real 
condition of both parties and foreigners, who 
are becoming less obstinate, seem to ac- 
cept their mediation. The mediators think 
the complaints of foreigners bout the 
inconvenience of the establishment are roa- 
sonable. They asked Mr. Wilkin whether 
foreigners will consent to native merchants 
renting godowns at three places for branch 
offices of the Niadsukarisho, and transacting 
business there, Mr. Wilkin answered that if 
convenience is afforded by this means, 
foreigners might not object and he promised 
to ask their opinion on the subject. On the 
13th. instant a meeting was held at tho Ger- 
man Olub and after it was finished, Mr. 
.Wilkin told Mr. Kimura that the foreign 
merchants had given no answer to his 
Ppropositition, For further consultation, Mr. 
Wilkin wanted to know what godowns the 
Niadzukarisho wished to rent, and Mr. Kimura 
Promised to tell him after enquiry, that is, 
about the 16th. instant. All these negotiations 
were made by Mr. Wilkin in his capacity of 
chairman, but afterwards he asked Mr. Kimura 
privately whether tho Niadzukarisho would not 
rent godowns of foreign silk merchants— 
in which case godowns would be available, and 
their keys handed over. But thie Mr. Kimura 
refused. 

Such is a short account of the matter and it 
seems that we are gainers and foreigners, 
though violent and proud in offering to lend 
their godowns and keys, are losers. It is said 
aleo that only three out of the thirty-seven 
merchants persist in their opposition; all the 
Test desiring to come to a compromise. 


Tax Nicht Nichi Shinbun being eager to 
show the tpublic what policy the government 
will adopt in connection with the recent Im- 

ial edict, publishes as an editorial in yeeter- 
lay’s issue, the following questions and answers 
which passed between a high official and a pri- 
vate gentleman the day after the promulgation 
of the edict, which the Nichi Nichi vouches to 
be authentic :-— 

Question.—The people seem to be tired of 
the present government consisting of a few 
members who are called the Satsuma and 
Choshiu government. Is the cabinet aware 
of thie fact and bearing it in mind whilst in 
pursuit of its object ? 


Answer.—Of course it is aware of this, 


Question.—I feel filled with fear lest you 
may think I wish to call the Imperial edict 
in question, but are the cabinet ministers 
decided to enforce it to the end. 

Answer.—No question is required on this 
point. They are resolved by the utmost exer- 
tions to adhere to the Imperial instruction, and 
to discharge their duty towards His Imperial 
Majesty the Mikado and people at large, in 
the respect. 

. _, Question—The time for establishing a na- 
tional aesembly is fixed at the 23rd. year of 
Meiji. Ie thie interval allowed for necessary 
preparations? 

* Answer.—Of course it is #0 allowed. 

Question.—This interval seems to be a very 
great allowance of time. Am I right in be- 
lieving that if all necessary preparations are 
completed a national assembly may be opened 
before the 23rd. year? 

Answer,—Yes, of course; if the prepara- 


tions are finished I do not think that it is 
intended to wait so long. 

Question.—_May your answers to my ques- 
tions be published ? 

Answer.—They may be published. 

The names of the persons, adds the Nichs 
Nichi Shinbun, who had the above conversa- 
tion, are known but cannot now be published ; 
these interrogatories aro a key to unlock the 
policy of the government, and so the journal 
leaves the public to form their own their 
opinions. 


Tar Choya Shinbun stated on Tuesday that 
new paper money manufactured up to 
September 28th. last, amounted to 26,160,000 
yen, but yesterday the same journal gives yen 
146,025,883.20 as the total amount of currency 
produced up to the same date. 


Tue same paper says: — According to in- 
formation received from Yokohama Mr. Mac- 
pherson of No. 78 and other foreign merchants, 
deeply regretting the present silk difficulty, 
have consulted with Messrs. Sugimura, Maku- 
mura, and Kimura, the committee appointed by 
import traders for mediation, and are making 
great exertions to effect a compromise which 
perhaps may ultimately be successful. 


Accornpixe to the Akebono Shinbun the 
members of the Seishi Kwaisha in Siitama Ken 
held a meeting recently and resolved to assist 
the Niadzukarisho to whom they have notified 
their intention to keep its rules and not to sell 
their silk to any but the establishment until 
the difficulty is over. They oder to forfeit 
half the proceeds of goods sold if they violate 
this promise, 


Tas Hochi Shinbun says :—Two daijin, and 
five sangi, namely, Messrs. Ogi, Kuroda, Ya- 
mada, Ito and Inouye, held a meeting at the 
residence of the prime minister on Tuesday and 
had a secret conference till 1 p.m., Mr. Saigo 
was the only one who attended the cabinet. 
At 2 p.m. they again meet together at the 
mansion of the Daijo Daijin at Imato. This 
meeting may be for some official purpose. 


Tap same journal remarks that the govern- 
ment received a telegraphic communication 
yesterday announcing that the Korean ambas- 
sador to this country left Fusan yesterday ; he 
is expected to arrive in Tokio about the lst. or 
2nd. of next month. 


His Imperial Majesty the Emperor of 
Japan, honoured the Princes Albert Victor 
and George of Wales with a visit to 
them on board H. M. 8. Bacchante yeater- 
day (3lst. ultimo). All the -vessels in 
port were dressed with flags, and as the 
Emperor embarked salutes were fired by 
all sslating vessels; the same ceremony 
being observed on his departure from the 
Bacchante. Of the particulars we have no 
direct information, no notice of the imperial 
visit having been in any way conveyed to the 


press. 


Eanty yesterday morning (31st. ultimo), 
as soon, in fact, as the mist rose from 
the water, the bay presented quite a live- 
ly appearance, the various men -of.war 
being decked out in their gy holiday 
clothing, in honour of His Majesty the 
Mikado’s visit to the Bacchante. Shortl 
after ten o’clock the seamen of all the Britis. 
vessels, also rigged in their best, stood ready 
to mount the yards when the signal was 
given. Captain Lord Soott of the Bacchante, 
and RE § of his officers, having been on 


shore returned to the vessel, and at eleven 
o'clock a steam launch from the port 
admiral’s office arrived alongside the 
Bacchante announcing that His Majesty 
was then leaving the shore. A few mi- 
nates afterwards a gun was fired as a 
signal that His Majesty was approaching, 
and instantly every man-of-war in harbour, 
large and small, were firing welcome ; whilo 
the sailors ran’ up the rigging presenting 
@ protty sight gas they manned the yards. 
When some of the smoke had cleared away 
the procession was observed approaching, 
& steam launch towing His Majesty and 
suite in a cutter, while ten or twelve boats 
followed in the rear and on either side. On 
arriving at the Bacchante His Majesty was 
received by Lord Scott at the companion 
ladder and after a preliminary introduction 
ascended the ladder and was conducted to 
the state room, where several presentations 
took place. His Majesty left about 2.30 p.m. 


TE contest for the Interport single sculls 
which collapsed yesterday through an accident 
was rowed this morning (lst. inst.) and re- 
sulted in Mr. Sim (Kobe) defeating Mr. Fenner 
(Yokohama) by a couple of lengths, having 
led the whole way, hard pressed. ; 

It is only fair to Mr. Fenner to say that the 
race properly belonged to him in consequence 
of Mr. Sim accidentally colliding with his 
boat yesterday evening: and it is to the credit 
of that gentleman that he waived his claim of 
a foul and determined that tho race should be 
contested on its merits. This is as it should 
be between the friendly rivalry of two amateur 
boat clubs; and if the same magnanimous 
spirit was exhibited more frequently it would 
foster those cordial relations between contest- 
ants without which sport is no pleasure. 


Accorpine to the Choya Shinbun life assur- 
ance business is in a flourishing condition in 
Tokio. An association which only commenced 
operations on the 10th. July last, hes already 
issued a thousand policies representing a total 
sum insured of 680,000 yen. 


Tus Mat Nichi Shinbun asserts that a cer- 
tain bureau of the finance department is 
engaged in taking a strict account of sums 
advanced by the government to the M. B. and 
other trading companies for the promotion of 
industries. 

Ong circumstance connected with the utter- 
ances of the native papers relative to the 
present silk difficulty is noteworthy. They all 
more or less endeavour to impress on their 
readers the idea that foreign merchants are 
tired of holding out against the Niadzukarisho, 
and are either anxious to come to a compromise 
or even to yield to everything demanded by the 
establishment. It is needless to say that the 
“wish is father to the thought.” The foreign 
association are as resolute as ever and have not 
the slightest intention of giving way to the 
monopolists. Flattered by the voluntary or 
compulsory support they have received from 
native dealers, the latter are beginning to 
reckon their chickens before they are hatched, 
but they are a great deal too singuine, 


Ove attention has been directed to a para; 
graph in the Japan Herald of yesterday's 
date (Oct. 18th.), relative to the seizure at 
Kobe of certain boxes of treasure in which five 
bars of gold were secreted. 

The account given by our coutemporary is 
substantially correct, but as the latter part has 
a tendency to mislead the outeide public a few 
Words ofexplauation appear to be necessury, 
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The bank official referred to is the agent of 
the Oriental Banking Corporation who, it 
appears by the mint regulations, are the sole 
agents of the Japanese government for the 
export of treasure. In furnishing the Custom 
House authorities with “secret information,” 
as our contemporary culls it, he did so in the 
interests of his employers, and cannot be said 
to have exceeded his duty. 

What the Herald means by a “share in the 
booty” is not clear. We have it on reliable 
authority, that in the steps taken by him Mr. 
Thompson had no mercenary motives whatevor. 
His only object was to ensure the frustration 
and punishment of an underhand attempt to 
export gold bullion contrary to regulations. 


Tue report of the central board of health on 
epidemics during the week from the 9th to the 
15th inst. shows the following results :— 


Cholera new patients 1,739. 
Deaths since last report 1,197. 


The daily average of deaths during the week 
is 46.43 in Osaka, 7.86 in Okayama-ken, and 
28.33 in Kumamoto-ken. In Nagasaki-ken 
the number of patients was $36 during the 
ten days from the 6th. to the 15th. inst., and 
in Kioto it was 189 from the 24th of Septem- 
ber to the 17th. inst. It was also reported 
that two persons were attacked with cholera 
on board steamers anchored at the port of 
Hakodate. : 


Tue Nichi Nicht Shinbun remarks that H.E. 
Ogi, sangi, sent in his resignation as stated, 
but it has not been accepted by His Imperial 
Majesty the Mikado, 


Ovg attention has been called to a clerical 
error in the paragraph, contained in yesterday's 
issue (Oct. 19th), relative to the seizure of bank 
treasure at Kobe. We stated that the Oriental 
Banking Corporation are the sole agents for the 
export of treasure. It, for “ export,’ our 
readers will kindly substitute the word “ ve- 
ceipt” the position of the 0.B.C. will be more 
correctly defined. 


Tae Choya Shinbun says:—Foreign mer- 
chants have hitherto been able to obtain silk 
from producers and dealers in Hachioji who 
had not joined the Niadzukarisho. A tele- 
gram has now been received from them notify- 
ing their intention to enrol themselves as 
members. 

Patriotic people in Totomi have addressed a 
Icttor to the Niadzukarisho expressing their 
approval of its object and notifying their 
willingnoss to contribute 100,000 yen to its 
funds when called upon to do so. 

The establishment has addressed a circular 
to silk merchants convening a great mecting 
for to-day (20th. instant) and three committecs 
have been sent from Fukushima to Yokohama. 

Tie same journal says :—Public mectings 
have always been subject to close supervision 
by the goverrment, but reeently ag change 
has been manifest. The subject of every lecturo 
is now strictly examined before it can be deli- 
vered and the createst trouble and inconvenience 
is caused. !urthermore, in one or two in- 
stances lectics have been prohibited in the 
provinces, aud some newspapers have been sus- 
pended, All this has probably becn done to 
control a desire for freedom of speech which 
prevails amongst the people, 


Tue JTochi Shinbun has the following item: 


building materials for the station and 
metal for the rails are, as far as possible, to 
be of native manufacture and produce, and 
forcign cugineers will not be employed in the 
work of construction. ‘Tho cost per mile of 
the new line, it is estimated, will not exceed 
one fourth of that expended on the Tokio— 
Yokohama railway. According to a return 
published by the Nippon ‘Tetsudo Kwaisha we 
find that the capital subscribed realises a 
total of 5,914,850 yen. 

Tne German brig Carl, has been disposed of 
by Messrs. Kd. Fischer & Co., to a Japanese 
firm, it is said for the sum of $7,000. She 
changed her flag at sunset last evening.—(19th. 


Oct.) 


Tue Nichi Nichi Shinbun has the following 
items :— 

It is rumoured that H. E. Iwakura has re- 
signed in consequence of illness. Prince Ari- 
sugawa is also said to have sent in his resigua- 
tion, but as he was present at the cabinet 
yesterday the report is probably premature. 


Casinet meetings, until recently, have been 
daily continued until after 6 p.m. Prince Ari- 
sugawa attended at 1 p.m. yesterday (21st. 
Oct.) and immediately summoned Mr. Kaba- 
yama, chief of police on some urgent business 
the nature of which has not transpired. 


Tue Akebono Shinbun asscris that the Osaka 
Shinpo and the Aozan Hioron have both been 
suspended and all further publication of their 
current issues strictly prohibited. Iu the case 
of the former paper the order of suspension 
was transmitted from the capital by telegram. 


Tue Hochi Shinbun says H. E. Matsugata 
is carrying on a strict investigation into every 
business transaction conducted by Mr. Okuma, 
late sanyi, 


Tus same paper remarks that although 
several rumoure prevail relative to the aboli- 
tion of the Kailakushi, which has been tho 
cause of 80 much popular indignation, nothing 
definite is known except that the government 
are giving the matter their carcful considera- 
tion. 


Accorpine to the Choya Shinbun, silk dealers 
at Fukushima in Iwashiro, and at Gifu in 
Mino, have addressed Ictters to the Niadzukari- 
sho announcing their resolution to assist the 
establishment in the silk question. 


Iv a statement made by the //ochi Shinbun 
may be credited the Otaru railway has not 
been a very paying concern. It has been a 
great couvenience to passengers but the chief 
object which its projectors had in’ view—the 
development of the resources of Muroran—has 
not been attained. ‘Lhe produce has not been 
abundant, the people have not been remarkable 
for the energy displayed by them ind they 
havo evidently been inclined to think twice 
before trusting the safety of their lives and 
limbs to the tender mercies of the “iron 
horse.” It may therefore be safely conjectured 
that the revenue of the line docs not do much 
more than cover the expenditure, and perhaps 
not even that. 


“ Axt silencing of discussion is an assump- 
tion of infallibility,” wrote John Stuart 
Mill. If such an assumption be tenable the 
Japanese are to be congratulated on the pos- 


—Tho first station of the railway between 


Tokio and Takasaki in Gunba-ken will 
be erected near tho Ohashi bridge, The 


session of an infallible government. During 


the short space of a fortuight threo papers 


have been suspended and the editor of another 
seutenced to twelve months imprisonment for 
daring to discuss the actions of the ‘ powers 
that be.” his is sharp work, aud work 
which we as citizens of a free eountry can 
neither understand nor appreciate. 

But whilst we condemn such high-handed 
proceedings on the part of the government of 
Japan, are we quite sure that our own press 
does not labour under a censorship whose ex- 
istence is ignored but whose dictates are none 
the less felt and are most certainly obeyed by 
those who have not the moral courage 
to express their opinions or to assert 
their independence? Defoe, who lived and 
wrote two hundred years ago, seems to have 
been conscious of this outside pressure which 
the press of to-day still has to encounter, when 
he penned the following :— 


If I might give a short hint to an impartial 
writer it would bo to tell him his fate. If he 
resolves to venture upon the dangerous preci- 
pice of telling unbiassed truth, let him proclaim 
war with mankind—never to give nor to tuke 
quarter. If he tells the crimes of great men, 
they fall upon him with the iron hands of the 
law; if he tells them of virtues, wher they 
have any, then the mob attacks him. with 
slander. But if he regards truth, let him ex- 
pect martyrdom on both sides. 


The above, with very little exaggeration, is 
an every day picture. This “sleepy hollow” 
of ours at times fairfy bristles with subjects 
for editorials and paragraphs but there is 
always some degree of risk in handling 
them, and of treading on peoples’ corns, Then 
comes the inevitable result. These “ news- 
paper fellows” must be taught o lesson and an 
immediate order is given to “ stop my paper.” 
But an editor who has any reapect for himeelf 
or for his profession will refuse to be influenced 
by such stupid threats, the majority of which 
never reach his ears. If he has not decision 
of character enough to express his opinions 
boldly and honestly upon public men and 
public measures the sooner he gives place to 
someone else who has the better it will be for 
the community he serves, fur wherever journa- 
lists aJlow themselves to bo swayed by such 
influences the press is not free; on the con- 
trary, it is a traitor to the cause it profegses to 
serve. 


Tue failure of goverument efforts to promote 
model stock farming is patent, and needs no 
reference here except for the purpose of in- 
troducing the want of spirit which evidently 
characterizes. private enterprise in the same 
direction. Many practical stock farmers have 
turned longing eyes to the valley of Sengoku, 
lying two thousand feet above the sea, distant 
about twelve miles from Odawara, and nestling 
among hills rising to elevations of eight to 
fifteen hundred feet above the plain, protecting 
the valley especially from the north and east, 
while a gentle decline to the south ensures a 
suliiciency of soft breezes to temper the solar 
heat in the summer months. ‘The surfaco of 
the valley is undulating, and covered with long 
grass which is capable of affording sufficient 
food for ordinary stock purposes, while it is 
capable of considerable improvement at trifling 
expenditure of time, troubie, and money, The 
area of this desirable valley, by amateur estmai- 
tion, is about seven thousand English acres, 
and the impression upon the ordinary observer 
is that a more suitable place for stock farming 
could searcely be found in any part of Japan. 
Open to the south with an uninterrupted gentle 
slopo to the northern shore of Hakone lake 
Urom whenee an unlimited supply of pure water 
could be drawu.with the simplest appliances), 
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the winter is of unusual mildness, snow searce- 
ly ever lying on ‘the ground for more than 
twelve hours, while the passes, eight hundred 
feet higher, are completely blocked during the 
months of January and February. 

The approach to Sengoku from Odawara vid 
Tonasawa, Miyanoshita, and Kiga is confined 
to a mountain path with no pretension to the 
name of road; but with trifling expenditure 
this difficulty might be overcome, and a track 
formed by which cattle might be driven to 
markets east of Sengoku, the obstacles ina 
westerly dircction being fewer and less im- 
portant. 

That sucha fuvoured spot should be desired 
“by breeders of cattle causes no surprise, and 
we heard with satisfaction that a large portion 
of the valley had been enclosed for this purpose. 
Being in the neighbourhood a few days ago we 
‘took the opportunity of visiting the stock farm. 
A brisk walk of about three-quarters of an hour 
from Sengoku brought us to a collection of 
‘straw-thatched bnildings, irregularly placed 
without any apparent regard to aspect, or to 
the extra shelter which the undulations afford 
from tho north. A few head of cattle were 
feeding in'the vicinity uf the buildings, and at 
the foot of the hills some ponies were to be seen. 
“The activity which is popularly supposed to be a 
marked feature of the central station of a farm 
like this was 110 where apparent. A solitary car- 
penter at work inn shed was the only human 
creature visible; while in a compartment at 
one end of a cattle shelter the overlooker was 
engaged in ecttling his accounts and cooking 
his dinner, conveniently combining business 
with pleasure. After a short interval another 

“man and small boy rode up from their rounds, 
and these four persons apparently constituted 
‘the wholo staff of tho farm. In reply toa 
few simple questions we were. told that the 

‘ stock consisted of about fifty milch cows, some 
calves, a few stud bulls, and probably forty or 
fifty rather poor looking ponies and sickly 
foals. The day fortunately was bright and 
sunny, or the general impression upon the 
visitor’s mind would have been much worse 
than it was. Even in the sunshine, under the 
best conditions of westher, the aspect of the farm 
was one of utter desolation and hopelessness. 
No information about expenditure and returns, 
of the result of past or the prospects of future 
transactions, was needed to confirm the im. 
pression that the undertaking in its present 
form can never be of the slightest value to its 
promoter ; while as a specimen of what Japan. 
ese can do in stock farming it stands an undenia. 
ble proof of absolute failure in that direction. 

That land go suitable for the purpose, of suf- 
ficient aren, most eligible situation, and close to 
the metropolis, should be permitted to lie idle, 
or to be occupied by those who are apparently 
unable or unwilling to employ it or incapable 
of utilising it, is a melancholy commentary 
pon native enterprise. Without a competent 
manager, himaclf an experienced stock farmer, 
a sufficiency of stock, and the outlay of a 
moderate capital, the Sengoku farm can never 
be worthy of its name. It is true that during 
the summer months there is a great demand 
for milk by foreign visitors to the favourite 
summer resorts of Miancshita and Hakone, but 
that this can warrant the continuance of an 
otherwise apparently valueless and decaying 
undertaking, no person in his senses can be- 
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‘Rererencs to stock farming brings us not 
unnaturally to means of internal communica- 
tion by which cattle can be moved from the 
rearing grounds to markets ; and by casy transi- 
tion to ‘the condition of the Zokuido, the main 


road connecting the capital, and the seaport of 
Yokohama, with the numerous towns and vil- 
lages lying in the populous districts to the 
west ward. 

Notwithstanding the great traffic on this 
thoroughfare no attempt seems to be made to 
improve the road or even to keep it in pnssable 
repair. So infamously bad is its condition that 
after a few hours rain theroad becomes impassa- 
ble for wheeled vehicles, jinrikisha excepted, and 
positively dangerous for pedestrians, Between 
Yokohama aud Fujisawa, a distance of about 
thirteen miles, the track is a huge 
morass, the surface above water consist- 
ing of tenacious mind into which travel- 
lers’ legs sink fully twelve inches; nor is 
there any margin or footway to afford even 
temporary respite from this slough of despond, 
the pedestrian being forced to choose between 
the mud and pools of yellow water of unknown 
depth, and frequently ten and even twenty 
yarde in width, resembling canals intersecting 
the road. The only means of locomotion for 
the traveller compelled to set out on this 
unknown sca, is to submit with the best grace 
to the charges of the jinriki men—charges 
considered most exorbitant until the voyage 
is well begun, when ten times the money secms 
all too little. These useful little curriages with 
one passenger and a little baggage, may 
ho propelled over the main road of Japan 
in wet weather by four stalwart men 
at the speed of two, perhaps three 
miles an hour. Three men can travel over the 
levels, but cannot convey their passenger up 
the inclines. Two men atick at frequent in- 
tervals on- the levels, and the unhappy pas- 
senger has to disembark and continue an in- 
dependent voyage of discovery of his own until 
the jinrikisha is extricated from the swamp in 
which it was embedded. The road through the 
long village of Totsuku possesses all the worst 
features here described ; and having had _per- 
sonal experience of it on the 20th. instant we 
can faithfully declare that the picture here 
drawn is in no sense an exaggeration. 

The popular idea that with the extension of 
commerce roads improve, traffic increases, 
Inbour finds abundance of employment, and 
signs of prosperity aro visible on every: side, 
receives practical contradiction in Japan, where 
native guilds and combinations aro doing their 
utmost to recover the “ lost commercial rights ” 
ot the people, and to continue to improve the 
commerce of the country. The fruits of 
their exertions should be those visible in 
other countries under similar circumstances: 
but. unhappily, the observer sees nothing in the 
country beyoud the foreign settlements but 
stagnation and decay. Ruined roads bordered 
by wooden hovels in which the “ thirty-five 
millions” of population are condemned to lives 
of inactivity and hopeless poverty; an adult 
able bodied population either idling away more 
than ninety per cent. of their time, or acting 
as beaste of burden, performing labour which 
no other men in the world can bo found to do; 
apathy and despair, decay aud retrogression, 
are the signs of the times in Japan; and while 
reflecting in this melancholy manner upon 
what is and what might be, we may ask, in the 
interest of the general public, who is responsi 
ble for the condition of the Zohaido? With the 
pertinent addendum that the present state df 
that road is a disgrace to those concerned 
therein, and that the official or officials res- 
ponsible ought to be first relieved of their 
offices, and second severely punished. 


Tae advantages of a southern frontage arc 
not always appreciated, probably because they 
are not understood. A simple caso in point 


will serve to explain these advantages. On the 
19th. instant, at 1 p.m., on the slope of a hill 
fronting the south, overlooking Hakone lake, 
and about 300 feet above the surface of the 
water, a thermometer on the grass exposed to 
the sun’s rays recorded 104° Fah, An hour 
later, on the hill at Ashinoyu, exposed to the 
east and north, 300 feet higher than the 
former position, the same thermometer, also in 
the sun, recorded 56° Fah. only ; a difference of 
48° Fah, ‘The temperature of 104° was only 
pleasantly warm, and the change coming so 
suddenly, seemed to be one from summer to 
mid winter. 


Tne Nichi Nichi Shinbun gives a report too 
delicions to be passed over. It says that on 
the 10th. instant some robbers, sword in hand, 
broke into the office of the Kwansei Boyeki 
Shokwai, Nishiku, Osaka, seized 2,000 yen 
in kineateu, end all the account books containing . 
particulars of the company’s transactions with 
Tokio, Osaka, §c., with which they decamped. 
It ig needless to say that these audacious 
burglars have not been found; and that the 
loss of the books to the company is irreparable. 


Tur flochi Shinbun says:— A sweeping 
change which will form an important epoch in 
the history of the Meiji era, was published 
yesterday, The six sections of the Daijo-kwan 
were abolished and a Sangi-in established 
in its stead. H. E, Ito has been appointed pre- 
sident, H. E. Tanakura, minister of justice, 
vice president, and Messrs, Yamaguchi, Fukua, 
Tsuruda and Inouve members of the new 
department of state. 

The following changes, promotions, and 
appointments are also notified :—H. E. Ogi, . 
sangi, to be acting minister of justice; H. E. 
Kawamura, naval minister, to acting sangi; 
Yamada, sangi, to be acting minister of home 
affairs; H. KE. Matsukata, home minister, 
to be sanyi and acting minister of the 
treasury; H. E. Saigo, sangi, to be acting 
minister of husbandry and commerce; Fuku- 
oka, minister of education, to be acting 
sangi; H. E. Sasaki, vice president of the Gen- 
ro-in, to be sengi and acting minister of public 
works; H. E. Oyama. minister of war, to be 
acting sangi: H. E. ‘lerashima, sangi, to be 
president of the Genro-in; H. E. Sano, finance 
minister, to be vice president of the same de- 
partment: Mr, Iwamura, senator, to be head of 
the inspection bureau; Mr. Yoshikawa, junior 
vice minister of foreign affairs, to be Junior 
vice minister of public works, and Mr. Shioda, 
official of third rank in the foreign office, to be 
junior vice minister in the same. H. E. Kono 
minister of husbandry and commerce has 
resigned. 


One of many strange reports circulated 
during the last few days has gained currency 
yesterday. It is to the effect that the Rengo 
Kiito Niadzukarisho are about to offor a 
quantity of silk for sale by public auction. 
Tho absurdity of tho rumour is manifest, unless 
the monopolists are prepared to sell on the 
certificate of a well known inspector, and a 
foreign auctioneer can be found to give security 
to deliver in accordance therewith. 


We have been favoured with the following 
results of the rifle match of the Socicté Suisse 
de Tir which took place on Friday the 2lst. 


instant. The distanco was 600 yards, the 


weather was fairly good and there wero about 
30 competitors, 
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Winners, ler Catraory. 


let prize Mr. Favre Brandt 43 points 3 net 40 
2nd C. Guissani 37 0, 37 
3rd ,, » G. Gilbert 41 ,, 4 ,, 37 


There were 4 “ties” with 37 besides the 
above named two gentlemen, viz. : Mr. Cameron 
with 37-0 net 37. Mr. A. H. Dare with 
40-3-37, but not having enough ammunition 
for ehooting off the two latter retired. 

Messrs. Gilbert and Guissani had to shoot 
twice as they were “ties.” Here follow the 
scores those gentleman made, which ere very 
good indeed : 


mo ” 


Gilbert: 5, 4, 5, 8, 4, 5, 8, 4, 5, 5, — 48 lees 4 Net 89 
ma{aimee Soeee eee ee wrong 
8nd | Guinani: 3 1, 6,5, 4, 4,5, 8,5,5,—42 5, 0, 42 


‘Winners, 2p Catzaory. 
1st prize Mr. C. Weinberger 38 less 6 net 32 


2nd , 4, F. Retz 30 , 3 , 27 
8rd. ,, », Mr. Kikujiro* 31 ,, 5 ,, 26 
4th ,, ,, (presented) Mr. 

Dourille 32 , 8 ,, 24 


* Mr. Kikajiro, a young man of 20 years of age, 
is the son of Saigo Takamori. 


Tue Japanese government, for reasons best 
known to themselves, are evidently ‘down on 
the newspapers fellows.” Cuses are now 
being heard in which the editors of the Hochi 
Shinbun, Choya Shinbun, Fusho Shinshi and 
Koto Shinpo figure ignominiously as§defendants 
for daring to have opinions of their own and 
for having courage enough to express them 
The editor of the Nichi Nichi Shinbun is 
“wanted” and has been summoned. 

The Tokai Gisho Shinpo, the Shidjuska 
Shinbun and the Juge Nippo were all 
suspended on Saturday, last 22nd instant, the 
order in each instance being communicated by 
telegram. 


Tue Japanese authorities were singularly 
reticent yesterday ( 24th. October ) concern- 
ing the hour appointed for the official 
landing of Princes Albert Victor and George 
of Wales. They allowed the general public 
to imagine that it would be at 12 noon, 
but instead of that their Royal Highnesses 
preached the Port Admiral's office at about 10.40 
and shortly afterwards proceeded to Tokio by 
special train. The whole affair was managed 
very quietly, not a single gun was fired to an- 
nounce the fact that two young princes, one of 
them heir presumptive to the throne of Great 
Britain, had landed on the hospitable shores 
of the ‘* Morning land.” 

Tux Argus at length breathes freely. The 
flagstaff belonging to the Portugese govern- 
ment is once more to stand erect and the flag 
of an ancient nation will again “ brave,” not 
the “battle,” but the “ breeze” on Sundays 
and high days. Judging from the many para- 
graphs which have appeared in the columns of 
our young contemporary on the subject, the 
sublime indifference displayed by the qguondam 
consul towards their national ensign must 
have all but broken the hearts of loyal sub- 
jects of H. F. M. in this part of the world. 

A CORRESPONDENT on board the U. 8. Alert, 
now in Kobe, writes :-— 

“We are hurrying repairs in order, if 
possible, {o get away by the 5th. or 6th. of 
November at the furthest. We have per- 
mission to visit unopened ports, and perhaps 
will make some such visite before going to 
Nagasaki, We expect also to go to Hongkong, 
aud some of the officers think that we may go 
as far south as the Kingdom of Siam. But 
there is no certainty as to our movements 


until the ship is reported ready for sea and 
the Admirul’s orders are received. 

The Ashuelat leaves on Thursday for Naga- 
saki, where she will go into dry dock and then 
proceed to Tientain for the winter.” 


Tue following is the organization of the 
Sangi-in : 
President........ ...First rank official 
Vice President.. ae 
Members unlimitedin number ,, “ 

officials fromthe 4th 

(to the 7th rank. 
Member not registered for its proper members. 

The numbers of members are not limited 
but their position is occupied by secretaries of 
government departments. 

Secretaries, unlimited in number and dis- 
charged by assistant members. 

Clerks, unlimited in number, officials of 
from the 8th. to the 7th. rank. 


Tus Hochi Shinbun asserts that H. E. 
Yoshida, Japanese minister in the United 
States has been ordered by telegram to return 
to Japan. 


” 


Assistant members ,, 


Tue same paper publishes a rumour to the 
eftect that H. E. Nomura, governor of Kana- 
gawa-ken will be transferred to a bureau in 
the agricultural and commercial department ; 
and that H. E. Yoshii vice-minister of public 
works will shortly resign his office in order to 
to take up the post of president of the Nippon 
Teteudo Kwaisha. Should this be the case 
Mr. Inouye, superintendent of the railway 
bureau will mount one or two rungs of the 
official ladder. 


Tus Choya Shinbun remarks:—The total 
emount of specie coined at the Osaka mint 
during the month of September last was as 
follows :— 


Gold .......6..+.¥en 94,010.00 
Silvor... 194,764.00 
Copper ....seeeee » 91,428.42 


Tur Hochi Shinbun gives the following pro- 
gramme of the arrangements connected with 
the reception of their Royal Highnesses Princes 
Albert Victor and George of Wales :— 

First day.—Arrival and reception, sleight-of- 
hand performance, banquet, music by the Im- 
perial band and fireworks. 

Second day.—The princes of Japan will 
visit the English princes in the forenoon ; in 
the evening there will be dancing performances 
by young ladies. 

Third day.—Performance by the “ Yama- 
gara” (kind of bird) in the morning after 
which their Royal Highnesses will be received 
by H. I. M. the Mikado at the Imperial Palace 
where a banquet will be given. In the even- 
ing there will be fireworks at the Uyeno Park 
after the return of the princes from a visit to 
Asakusa. The fireworks will be followed by e 
grand pantomime. 

Fourth day.—Review of troops; banquet 
with the Mikado in the Imperial palace when 
H. I. M. the Empress will interview the 
princes during the performance of a programme 
by a military band. Their Roysl Highnesses 
will then visit various temples. 

Fifth day.—The princes will visit the Naval 
Academy where gunnery exercises will be gone 
through. At noon there will be a banquet at 
the residence of H. I. H. Prince Higashi Fu- 
shimi, In the afternoon there will be Japan- 
ese polo, : 

Sixth day.—Visit to the Military Academy 
where a banquet will be given. In the even- 
ing there will be a reception at the Engineer- 
ing College. 


Seventh day.—Fishing in lake Hama-Goten, 
billiards, tight-rope performance and a ban- 
quet at the Shiba palace. 


The Nichi Nichi Shinbun has the following 
items:—The Tetsudo Kioku will be engaged 
in the transport of cargoes of the Mitsu Bishi 
Co. from the beginning of next month. A 
large landing shed will be established near the 
Horaibashi bridge. 


Apprttonat telegraph lines will be extended 
throughout the country, for which pu 
a wire factory has been opened although it is 
not yet in proper working order. The scheme 
will be carried into effect sometime next year 
by which time a sufficient quantity of wires 
will be in readiness. 


Tur Hochi Shinbun says: — Their Royal 
Highnesses the British Princes left Yokohama by 
a special train at 11.10 and arrived at the Shio- 
bashi station at 11.50 a.m yesterday (24 Oct.). 
They were received at the latter place by 
H.LH. Prince Kita Shirakawa, H.E. Tokudaiji, 
minister of the household, Mr. Kabayama, 
chief of police, Admiral Ito, H.E, Matsuda, 
governor of Tokio-fu, the British minister, 
members of the corps diplomatique, &. A 
military band was also in attendance to en- 
liven the proceedings by their soul inspiring 
strains. 

Mr. Maruoka, chief of the ceremonial bureau, 
conducted the princes up the stairs of the sta- 
tion to a room set apart for their accommoda- 
tion, After resting here a short time, the 
royal and imperial party proceeded to the 
Yenriokwan in two carriages under the escort 
of a squadron of cavalry from the guards, The 
road was lined by infantry and police consta- 
bles. From 1 p.m. until the evening Japanese 
princes, daijin, and sangi continually visited 
the residence of their Royal Highnesses. 

When the young guests visit Osaka a com- 
pany of infantry will be drawn up at the 
Uneda station and the governor of Osaka and 
suite will conduct them to the Senfukwan at 
the mint which has been prepared for their 
reception. During their stay in Osaka the 
princes will be shown Osaka castle, and various 
temples after which they will proceed to Kioto 
and the Buyako lake. 


Tue firet number of a new paper, entitled 
the Osaka Maicho Shinbun, appeared on Sstur- 
day last the 22nd. inst. 


Tur Hochi Shiubun says the proposed line 
of railway to Nanao will be over fifty ri in 
length and will pass through a tract of hilly 
country; the work will therefore abound with 
engineering difficulties. The estimated cost 
is 4,000,000 yen. The projectors of the scheme 
are unwilling to entrust the construction to 
the public works department as they think 
they will secure a much better bargain by 
throwing it open to contract. 


Tus Nichi Nichi Shinbun was in error in 
stating that H.E. Iwakura hed not attended 
the government. Our well-informed contem- 
porary for once in his life was wrong. The 
personal resemblance between that respected 
official and Prince Arisugawa is so great that 
he mistook the one for the other. 


Tar cat is out of the bag at last. Now we 
know why so many papers have been “ dro; 
on” by the government, It appears they have 
been having too much to say about the Kai- 
takushi affair and have cir outraged the 
delicate nature and wounded the tender 
feelings of-General Kuroda; That immaculate 
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official has preferred 24 charges against the 
Hocht Shinbun and 8 against the Choya Shin- 
bun. The cases are still pending in the Tokio 
Saibansho. 

The Ibaraki Nichi Nicht Shinbun has been 
suddenly and unexpectedly suspended by the 
government. Whether the redoubtable General 
has had a hand in crashing this latest victim 
of press censorship we are unnble to say. 


Tur Choya Shinbun recounts one or two 
more changes in the diplomatic service. H. E. 
Nagaoka, minister in Holland, will shortly 
return to this‘country accompanied by the 
wife of H. E. Yanagiwara, minister in Russia, 
who is about to resign his appointment. H.E. 
Yoshida, minister in the United States, has 
been ordered by telegram to return home im- 
mediately, 


Tur same paper states that Mr. Okuma has 
received a bonus of 7,000 yen in recognition 
of the valuable services he has rendered to the 
government. 


Tus Japan Herald referring to the indirect 
assistance supposed to be lent by the go- 
vernment to the Rengo in the shape of 
advances of specie to prevent a continuous 
decline in currency quotation, states that 
upon the realisation of the silk, here or abroad, 
the proceeds will probably be handed over in 
exchange for the paper now bought up and 
tetired, but which will then come back on the 
market. From its inception the Rengo Kiito 
Niadzukarisho has had vo other object than 
the conversion of paper into specie through the 
medium of silk ; and had this operation served 
its purpose, tea and all other produce would 
have been placed under alike embargo. If 
the Herald will turn to the rules framed to 
control the action of the brokers or sellers of 
silk, the raison dére of the silk association is 
obvious. The association is to receive all silk 
intended for sale or export; the owner is to 
receive advances in paper; on realisation of 
the silk the proceeds shall be exchanged into 
paper money at once, and, after deduction of 
advances, the balance, likewise in paper, shall 
be handed over to the owner of the silk. The 
owner may, upon application, have the ex- 
change of specie proceeds deferred for a week, 
but on the eighth day the transaction must be 
closed. Where will the specie be exchanged P 
On the open market, or by the Rengo? The 
answer is not far to seek. 

The government have been memorialised to 
disown their connection with this association, 
but have declined to accede to the prayer; or 
at all events, no intimation of their willingness 
to comply has been given to the memorialists. 
If a demand for half a million of silver were 
made, to what rate would kinsatsu fall? That 
would be direct trade in currency. But if half 
a million dollar’s worth of silk is sold the ex- 
change of kinsatsu for specie may be completed 
without any immediate material disturbance of 
currency exchange; and to the advantage of 
every one concerned except the seller of the silk. 

This process could be carried on for a short 
period without exciting unusual attention, for 
very few Japanese look forward, or care about 
anticipating results; but the end would be 
disastrous. At present proceeds of siJk are 
devoted to the purchase of imports, an ex- 
change which can only be made by means of 
specie, Should the Rengo succeed in its com- 

. pulsory exchange of silk for paper, the pro- 
ducer will be forced upon the market to obtain 
specie for the proceeds of his silk in paper, 
which will be impossible, the specie pro- 
ceeds of his silk having passed into the 
treasury ; and the conclusion will be the much 


desired excess of exportation and cessation of 
importation, the benefit, in the form of bullion, 
passing not to producers, but to the real aup- 
porters of the Rengo, whoever they may be. 


Now that affairs are approaching a crisis 
it may not be out of placo to ask who are 
the foreign advisers who initiated this hollow 
scheme for obtaining specie for paper? ‘The 
idea is not Japanese; and as we believe the 
people are sufficiently alarmed to cneure the 
failure of the attempt to rob them of their 
produce, the names of the actual promoters 
should be discovered and held up to popular 
execration. 


Tue Japan Mail says, in allusion to nego- 
tiations said to be on foot for a settlement of 
the silk difficulty,—* The overtures have come 
from the Japanese side, and deserve to he re- 
regarded as an evidence of friendly disposi- 
tion.” This is adding insult to injury. The 
combination, without consultation with for- 
eign merchants, made a deliberate attempt to 
coerce the latter into submission to regulations 
of a most unreasonable and improper character, 
alleging an 
conducting the trade as the sole reason for 
their action. Subsequently, when foreigners 
proved obstinate, and appealed directly to pro- 
ducers, the combination turned round and 
accused foreigners of practices which would 
render them liable to criminal prosecution. 
Finding now that their combination is not 
likely to be successful, and alarmed for their 
own future as monopolists of the whole for- 
eign trade of Japan, the association makes an 
effort to retreat, and the overtures are said to 
be “an evidence of friendly disposition.” 

An attempt ia made to give a false colour to 
the result of the foreign appeal to producers ; 
but those interested will do well to examine 
the facts closely. Until the first foreign cir- 
cular the merchants in the interior knew 
nothing of the dispute ; and they are now con- 
sidering, not so much the silk question, as the 
general system which excludes them from 
direct tradal intercourse with forcign settle- 
ments. This is the great point at issue; and 
it is the knowledge of the probable result that 
makes the combination tremble for the future. 
The contest provoked hy themselves has as- 
sumed dimensions the Rengo and their advisers 
never dreamed of. 

Tur Japan Mail should be leas ambiguous. 
It says “ we heartily wish success to our own 
merchants in the approaching negotiation.” 
Are “our own merchants” Japanese or for- 
eign? A wide diversity of opinion prevails on 
this point which cannot too soon be directed 
into the proper channel ; but in the meantimo 
we may remark that as the passage has ap- 
peared in the foreign edition of the paper for- 
eigners are doubtless meant. Had the sen- 
tence appeared in the weekly, or Japanese 
edition, Japanese would have been meant, 
Should it appear in both editions, what then ? 


Gewekzat Kuroda has been prevented by 
indisposition from attending the cabinet for 
several days, Mr. Nishimura has tendered his 
resignation, 


Tur action of H. Ludwig g¢ Co. v. The 
Kosekigumi, of which we publish a full 
report to-day, is one of great importance, 
and the termination will be looked forward to 
with much interest. Mr. Uchiyama Rossetsu, 
for the plaintiffs, has presented his case to the 
court in a perfectly clear form, and the issue 
seems divested of the numerous technicalities 


improvement in the method of 


and ambiguities which too frequently surround 
commercial actions at law. Our readers will 
observe several points of importance in the 
evidence ; but as the action is still pending we 
are not at liberty to make any comment upon 
the testimony. 

‘A Borer,” whose letter on the silk question 
appeared in our yesterday’s issue,(26 ult.) seems 
to have treated the article on the silk difficulty 
in the Japan Gazette of 25th. instant, asa 
definite proposal setting out a settled form 
of contract as a basis for all future business 
whereas the article in question was merely 
tentative, the terms upon which sales, 
should be conducted, and the conditions ex- 
pressed in the contract, being based upon 
broad and general principles of business which 
should secure recognition even among tho less 
exerienced of the native merchants. In all 
the meetings that have been held to discuss 
the difficulty, none of the conditions upon 
which trade might be satisfactorily conducted 
have been touched upon; aud as we are in no 
way interested in a business point of view 
in the struggle between foreign and native 
merchants, it seemed probable that an im- 
partial recognition of conflicting rights might 
open the door to an understanding, and possi- 
bly lead to a solution of the difficulty. The 
object of the article, and its train of reasoning 
leading up to a statement of the bases of a 
possible arrangement, was to point out to 
Japanese merchants who are clamorous for 
payment before delivery, consequent, as they 
allege, upon the feeling of insecurity which 
attends the present system, how their security 
can be made good, their property protected 
from contingencies of fire, and what improve- 
ments might be made, and reasonably, upon 
the system which has heretofore prevailed. It 
is open to all interested to make whatever 
additions or amendments to those propositions 
they may see fit. We repeat we only deal 
with the question npon the broad principles 
of business, and in putting forward the draft 
we were not without hope that it would excite 
wholesome discussion, and lead to suggestions 
such as those made by “A Buyer.” It is not 
for us to argue the points set out in the 
letter; and we refer to it solely with the 
object of putting our correspondent right with 
regard to the meaning of the article, content 
to leave the question in the hands of men of 
business and practical silk inspectors to deal 
with as they choose: but we cannot refrain 
trom the remark that in all discussions of this 
kind in Japan there cannot be too close an 
adherence to the practicable. We are in a 
country where theory runs wild ; where scheme 
succeeds scheme; and the strangest proposi- 
tions are put forward, to be found utterly ir- 
reducible into practice. Is it possible, 
under any conditions of the silk trade at 
the present moment, that the stipulation 
“\ Buyer” would impose could be carried 
out? Or that its insertion in any contract 
would not tend to create difficulties fatal to the 
object of the proposed arrangement for future 
business; an arrangement eminently fair to 
both buyer and seller ? 


Tar Japan Daily Mail of 25th. instant, 
referring to supposed efforts to bring about 
an understanding with regard to silk, Bays :— 
“For the Japanese coalition might never 
have assumed unmanageable dimensions, had 
not our appeal to the provinces cemented the 
relations between the Kwaisha and the pro. 
ducers.” It appears to us that the action of 
the government through their carrying com- 
panies, their national banks, and their officials 
who preach crusade against foreign buyers of 
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silk, have had more to do in cementing rela- 
tions with the Kwaisha than any courteous 
appeal on the part of foreign merchants, in 
which latter truthful arguments only are made 
use of. But is such cemented relationship 
likely to be friendly or lasting when the go- 
vernment put forth the cry in all their ramifi- 
eatione, “ Do all in your power to prevent the 
producer or buyer of silk in the interior from 
obtaining any money from the foreigner, and 
force these indispensable aids to commerce and 
the nation’s welfare to put the whole of their 
property and interest into the hande of a com- 
pany monopoly for the money which is the 
country’s currency, but not the currency of 
trade, namely the promissory notes of the 
government of indefinite value now and here- 
after.” Of course, the poor people in the in- 
terior who are not allowed to have direct com- 
munication with foreigners, or to obtain ad- 
vances from them, must naturally look to 
somebody who may be permitted by govern- 
ment'to advance money against produce; and 
it is a sign of the relations of the people with 
the Kwaisha in Yokohama not having been 
comented hitherto, that only now, in order to 
obtain advances for their produce, they are 
obliged to sign an allegiance to the Kwaisha 
from whom alone they are allowed to receive 
any value. If this allegiance only comes in 
now, it is, of course, to be understood that the 
allegiance did not come in before ; and that the 
plea of the Kwaisha that it was established at 
the desire of the merchants of the different 
silk provinces is shown by subsequent events 
to. have been false. 


ARRANGEMENTS have been made for two 
special trains to leave Tokio for Yokohama 
at one o'clock and two o'clock respectively, 
to-morrow morning (28th. nlt.). By this means 
the invited guests to the ball to be given to- 
night by H. I. H. Prince Higashi Fushimi will 
be able to return to Yokohama. 


Tar Nichi Nichi Shinbun says:—A grand re- 
view of troops was held yesterday (26 ult.) in 
honour of their Royal Highnesses Princes 
Albert Victor and George of Wales. At 10.20 
a:m. His Imperial Majesty the Mikado arrived 
at the Hibiya parade ground accompanied by 
their Imperial Highnesses Princes Fushimi 
and Kita Shirakawa and their Excellencies Ito, 
Ogi and Tokudaiji, where he was received by 
their Excellencies Sarjo, Yamada, and Oyama, 
foreign ministers and army officials. Their 
Royal Highnesses the British Princes reached 
the ground about ten minuters in advance of 
‘the Mikado. After exchange of complimenta 
the royal ond imperial party mounted their 
horses, witnessed the manosuvres and returned 
home at 11.30 a.m. 

Last evening the young guests partook of a 
banquet at the imperial palace at which tho 
daijin and sangi were present. A military 
band and other Japanese musicians were in 
attendance and enlivened the proceedings by 
the “concord of sweet sounds.” 


Tam same paper asserts that the sularies of 
the members of the sungi will range from 
8,500 to 4,500 yen. 


Tue Hochi Shinbun states that 480 bales of 
raw silk from the Boyeki Shokwai, and 50 from 
the Mitsui }:ussan Kwaisha were exported by 
the City of Peking on the 25th inet. Shipmente 
by foreigners did not reach 50 bales. It is expec- 
ted that about 700 or 800 bales will be sent 
off by the French Mail Steamer which will 
Jcave on the 29th. Oct. 


THE same paper says that the Yosuda bank 
has promised to supply the Niadzukarisho with 
100,000 yen at any time and that Messrs. 
Horiuchi and Arima have expressed their 
willingness to assist the establishment in case 
of emorgency. 


Tue numbers of the Oesterreichische Monats- 
schrift fiir den Orient for June, July and 
August contains articles of much interest on 
mattors connected with the far cast. We 
shall hore summarize some of them. Pro- 
fessor Nenmann writes on oriental silk in 
the middle ages. Soon after the Byzantine 
emperor Justinian had ruined the domestic 
manufacture of silk by his fiscal measures, 
two Persinn monks appeared at his court, 
and brought strange tidings of the cultiva- 
tion of silk in the north wostern part of 
China, known thon as Serica. The origin 
and preparation of threads were then for the 
first time known in Europe. The west 
entered the list of countries of sericalture, 
when worms were brought from Central 
Asia, and an epoch in the silk-trade com- 
menced which only ended with the capture 
of Constantinople by the Turks, and the 
complete destruction of Asiatic trade. An- 
swering in the negative the question whether 
silk was known to the ancients, the writer 
describes the various textures, somewhat 
resembling silk, which were known to the 
Greeks. The date of tho first discovery of 
the silk-worm in China is given as 2698 
B.C., and is attributed to the wife of tho 
Emperor Hoang-ti. 1t was not until 1125 
B.C., however, that it was used for clothing. 
The Arabs soon imitated the Chinese tex- 
tures, and under them silk manufactures 
flourished excecdingly. Tho Persians also 
brought the industry to a high state of per- 
fection, and numerous worms worked at the 
time of tho Khalifate, and up to the Tarkish 
invasion, all over south-western Asia. A 
large portion of the fabrics thus produced 
was consumed in the east itself. The Romans 
regarded silk clothes as an effeminate luxury, 
and Marcus Aurelius himself possessed only 
two silk garments; but in the ninth and 
tenth centuries Rome and Constantinople 
were the great centres from which silk fabrics 
were distributed throughout the rest of 
Christian Europe. The first impulse to 
Italian silk production was given by the 
Normans in Sicily; France had received 
silk goods from -a remote period from 
Moorish Spain, and in the thirteenth century 
Montpellicr had already a colony of silk- 
weavers from Egypt. Venice, Genoa, Lucca, 
and other Italian cities also were renowned 
daring the middle ages for their silk textures. 


Herr Exner writes on Japanese wood iv- 
dustries. His paper contains little that is 
new in this country. He regards the Japan- 
ese as boing in this respect far in advance of 
every other nation in the world, and he 
marvels that English machines for working 
wood are finding their way so slowly into the 
country. 


The soy bean as an article of food is the 
title of an anonymous paper. 

The meaning of the term “ Mikado” is 
discussed by Dr. Danckelmann of Leipsig. 
He refers to a previous writer who had 
asserted that this title was not the correct 
one of the Japanese emperor, and that it had 
arisen from an error of the Catholic mission- 
aries. Several authorities, amongst others 
Mr. Satow, are quoted to demonstrate the 
incorrectness of this proposition ; an unneces- 
sary task for most people having even moder- 
ate acquaintance with Japanese literature. 


The August number contains a long article 
by Alwin Rudel of Dresden on Japanese 
paper manufacture. It is unnecessary to 
refer at much length to this well-worn sub- 
ject. A sketch of Japanese history, a des- 
cription of the native methods of making 
paper, and, finally, an account of the paper- 
mills of Japan worked on the European 
system, mako up the substance of the article. 


Mr. Kawaer, chief of tho commercial buresu 
has been permitted to resign and Mr, Mayeta 
Nasana is reported to have been appointed as 
his successor. 


Tue Nichi Nichi Shinbun says :—Those who 
earnestly desire the establishment of a legisla- 
tive assembly interpret the Imperial Decree to 
mean that it will be convened before the 23rd 
year of Meiji, if all necessary preparation are 
completed hofore that time. The home minister, 
being in doubt about the matter, asked the 
Daijio-kwan what was the actual intention and 
was told thut the parliament would be assembled 
in the above named year, and not before. Several 
papers have been ordered to correct previous 
statements in accordance with this ruling. 


Tue same paper asserts that the Tokio 
chamber of commerce has received many letters 
from producing districts promising support to 
the Niadzukarisho. 


Tue Mai Nichi Shinbun has been released 
from ‘‘durance vile” and once moro holds its 
own amongst the licensed journals of Japan. 


Tue Hochi Shinbun has the following 
items:—Their Royal Highnesses Princes Albert 
Victor and George visited the Imperial palace 
on Tuesday and had an interview with their 
Majesties the Mikado and Empress. After 
partaking of tea and cake they returned to the 
Yenriokwan. 


We hear agreeable rumours to the effect 
that a ball will be given in Yokohama 
in honour of our royal English visitors ; 
and that, if the arrangements of the 
fleet will permit, it will take place on 
next Monday evening. Should this project 
be carried out, we would suggest to Mr. Ford, 
whose elaborate pyrotechnic display 80 long 
promised for the evening of the 3let. threatens 
to be much marred by the counter-attraction 
which will undoubtedly deprive the gardens of 
the presence of ladies, that an effort should be 
made to histen preparations and to substitute 
Saturday for Monday. The display of fire- 
works is, we understand, one of unusual excel- 
lence, aud certainly the opportunity is one 
which the majority of residents will lose with 
regret. Apart from this, the expenditure 
already incurred may prove a heavy loss to 
Mr. Ford, if it should happen that the specta- 
tore upon whom he relies are to be entertained 
elsewhere, snd a costly collection of fireworks 
wasted. Probably, in the uncertainty at pre- 
sent prevailing, Mr. Ford will act wisely, while 
there is still time, by fixing his garden enter- 
tainment for Saturday 29th. instant. 


By desire of His Imperial Highness Prince 
Higashi Fushimi the reception committee have 
issued invitations for a ball at the Engineering 
College, Tokio, in honour of their Royal 
Highnesses Princes Albert Victor and George of 
Wales, which will take place this evening 
(27th, instant), at 8.30 p.m. 
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* Tau example set by tho Nisdzurisho is being 
followed by native merchants at Kobe, who are 
combining against what they are pleased to 
call the greed and rapacity of foreigners; so 
the Michi Nichi informs us. 


As the British Barque Charlwood was 
beating up the Bay yesterday morning a large 
fishing boat attempted. to cross her bows, and 
caught her sail in some of the head gear which 
capsized her. Fortunately the Exchange 
Market boat was towing astern of the Charl- 
wood, which cast off and went to the assistance 
of the disabled boat. 


Tue feeling towards foreigners on the 
eed of, we fear, a majority of the people who 

ve no personal knowledge of or association 
with them, isshown by the following letter, 
received yesterday by a native merchant from 
& correspondent in Kishu. The names are, 
for obvious reasons, omitted ; but the letter is 
genuine. Tho translation runs as follows :— 


Although I had not the pleasuro of sceing 
you before I have to write you a line on your 
action and I wish to warn you. 

Taking the chance that the Rengo Kiito 
Niadzukarisho is in trouble with foreigners, 
pee have, I hear, sent a man secretly to 

choji to buy silk, you siding yourself with 
foreigners, and you bought some there. Such 
action must be considered very wrong and 
mean. You side yourself with foreigners 
who must be taken as our enemies when we 
are struggling to recover oar commercial 
right. Your action is to destroy our country. 
You deserve to be beheaded. If you try 
the same thing again I shall severely censure 
ou with my partners who are now com- 

ined over two hundred men in number. 
October 27th, 1881. 


If this letter affords any clue to the stato 
of national feeling the outlook is not favoura- 
ble to foreign commerce. If the Rengo Kiito 
Niadzukarisho has effected no other good 
purpose it has served to show how, beneath 
the outward seeming of cordial politeness of 
the big one, there are the lurking devils of 
envy, batred, fear, and treachery of and to- 
os foreigners. This knowledge is valua- 

le. 


Tue Choya Shinbun says:—The Korean 
ambassador and staff left Kobe for Yoko- 
bama by the Nagoya Maru on the 27th. 
instant, arriving on the following day. From 
thence they proceeded by train to Tokio and 
took up their residence at Shiba Park. 


— 


Tue Kaitakushi have preferred charges 
against the Nichi Nichi Shunbun and several 
other papers for expressing their opinions 
rather too freely and for publishing “ damag- 
ing” statements. 

The cases sre still 


ding in th * 
Joto Saibansho. ee ene 


THE Mai Nichi Shinbun aaserta that the 
Niadzukarisho have decided to allow direct 
exportation of silk as there is no chance of 
coming to a compromise with foreigners. 
The Doshinsha has been atruck off the roll of 
members of the establishment for selling silk 
Contrary to the rales. Mr. Ishikawa was 
reported for a similar offence and will pro- 
bably share the same fate if the charge be 
Proved against him. 


Tue native import dealers have not yet suc- 
ceeded in effecting a compromise with the 
foreign silk associgtion. 


‘ Thompson ; 


On August 2nd last, the Japan Daily Mail, 
commenting on our announcement that the 
certificate of the master of the Ella Beatrice, 
suspended for twelve months by a naval 
conrt of inquiry held here, had been forth- 
with returned to him by the Board of Trade 
attempted to discredit the fact, adding that 
“it is inconceivable that the Board would 
have reversed the decision of our local court 
withont even communicating the fact to the 
president of that court. The Board's invari- 
able practice, we believe, in the event of an 
appeal’s success, is to forward, for the future 
guidance of those concerned, a c:reful ex- 
position of its reasons. Nothing of the sort 
has been done in the present instance, and 
‘there is certainly snfficient warrant to doubt 
whether Captain Thompson has been so for- 
tnnate as supposed.” 

The loss of this vessel, and the subsequent 
decision of the conrt of inquiry, attracted 
much attention here at the time, and in 
briefly referring to the above quoted note 
in the Daily Mail we stated the authority 
upon which we relied for saying that 
the conclusion of this court had met 
with such earnest disapproval that the 
master’s certificate had been forthwith 
returned on appeal, passing over our con- 
temporary’s “awkward and very suggestive 
fact’ that the captain of the Ella Beatrice 
lost his certificate at Hakodate before he lost 
his ship ; a fact extremely “awkward” when 
considered in connection with the evidence 


of the master who stated he had never 
visited Hakodate before his arrival there 
overland after the loss of his ship. We 
now know that the certificate suspended 
by this court was returned to Captain 
and we observe with regret 
that while the proceedings of the court, 
and its harsh decision so injurious to 
the reputation of the person chiefly con- 
cerned, were made public, no official intima- 
tion has been given of the reversal of that deci- 
sion ; the delay is unintelligible if, as the Mail 
states, the invariable practice of the Board of 
Trade has been adhered to in this instance. 
This is the point to which attention should 
be called, and with all respect for the rules 
and regulations of naval courte we assert that 
provision ought to be made to give publicity 
to all further proceedings on appeal or other- 
wise. 

The interests of a large and highly res- 
pectable body of British shipmasters lend to 
the question an importance which justifies 
this allusion it. 


We have heard from the north that a 
large English steamer is now discharging at 
Otaru additional rails, bridges, &c. for the 
Poronai extension of the Sapporo railway. 
This material has been purchascd in the 
United States and England by Colonel Craw- 
ford, the engineer under whose supervision 
the railroad between Sapporo and Otaru was 
constructed. 


We have further information to the effect 
that the officials of the Kaitakushi are 
ordered to make up their accounts to January 
(next, and it is probable the affair will run on 
under the same management as at present 
for a further five months. To provide for 
such a contingency the estimates for the 
current financial year contain an item termed 
“surplus,” of 433,532 yen for expenditure 
on this department ; an allowance explained 
by a note that it was not then decided whe- 


ther the colonisation commission would be 
abolished or not, : 
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On the 24th ultimo we reprinted a para- 
graph from the London and China Ezpress, 
which journal had taken it from the Army 
and Navy Gazette, stating that the cruising 
squadron under Captain East had arrangod 
for coaling off Chefoo where fuel was ready 
at a cost of something like 41. a ton. The 
foresight of Admiral Willes, however, pre- 
vented this unnecessary expenditure, for coal 
of good quality having been discovered near 
Yokohama he ordered the ships to make their 
way to this port and fill op their bankers 
with the new coal at less than 1l. aton. This 
saving, said the paragraphist, will provide 
the admiral’s pay and allowances for the 
whole term of his command on the China 
station. 

The mine thus reported to have been dis- 
ecvered near Yokohama, is situate, we be- 
lieve, at the base of the French hill, and is not 
more than one hundred miles from the British 
naval depét. It has long been surreptitiously 
worked ; and great credit is due to the distin- 
guished officer for its discovery. The thing was 
secretly done. It appears the ships supplied 
arrived without the knowledge of the public ; 
and to carry ont the extreme saving of the 
admiral’s salary and allowances as mentioned, 
the vessels had, though entirely unknown to 
the community, to land all their guns, stores, 
and ammunition in order to make room for 
the enormons quantity of coal required. 

This is one of the most singular naval 
operations ever carried out in these waters ; 
at least it would have been if it had been 
pat into execution. 


Tue Nichi Nichi Shinbun says :—According 
to a telegram received from London on the 
28th. ult. by the Boyeki Shokwai there was 
no demand for Mayebashi and Hachioji silk, 
but the best Shinshiu fetched 19s. 6d. in Lon- 
don and fr. 55.75 in Paris. A telegram re- 
ceived from New York on the same day states 
that best Kakeda sells for $3.25 and best 
Kikai for $5.50, the market being quiet but 
prices firm. 


Tue same paper says that the prizes recently 
awarded at the Hachioji exhibition for cocoons, 
raw silk and silk fabrics will be distributed 
to-morrow, the 5th. inst., by Mr. Shinagawa, 
vice-minieter of the agricultural and commer- 
cial department. The number of visitors to 
the exhibition from the 15th. to 30th. ult, 
was 17,135. 


Yeusrerpsy, being the anniversary of the birth 
of His Imperial Majesty the Mikado, the ships 
in harbour were gaily dressed and the national 
flag of Japan stared one in the face here, 
there and everywhere. The day was ob- 
served as a general holiday both by 
natives and foreigners all the banks, offices, 
and places of business being closed. 
In Tokio a grand review of troops was held 
at 9 a.m. on the Hibya parade ground by the 
Mikndo in person and in the evening H. E. the 
foreign minister and Madame Inouye held a 
reception at their residence, at which many of 
the principal foreign residents of Tokio and 
Yokohama were present in respoase to invitu- 
tions previously issued, 


Ws learn that Mr. Nakamura Motoyoshi. 
who for the past two years has presided over 
the Yokohama Saibansho, has been appointed 
a member of the Daishi-in, or supreme court in 
Tokio, and will leave Yokohama in a few days. 

During the period of Mr. Nakamura Moto- 
yoshi’s judicial career in Yokohama, many very 
important ‘commercial /actious have beeu tried 


d 
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before him ; and, as remarked by us on pre- 
vious occasions, his decisions have been marked 
by considerable knowledge of legal principles, 
fairness, and impartiality. His removal from 
here is of course on promotion ; but it will be 
much regretted by the general public. 


F Tue Mai Nichi Shinbun has the following 
notes: — His Imperial Majesty the Mikado 
called on their Royal Highnesses the British 
ae at the Yenriokwan at 9.30 a.m. yester- 
lay. 


Ar the meeting of the Jigo To (Liberal 
party), which was held yesterday Mr. Itagaki 
was elected president, Mr. Goto vice president, 
“and Messrs. Nakashima, Takenouchi, &., &c. 
“permanent members. 


Tue Akebono Shinbun announces that a 
banquet will be given to the British princes 
this evening at the Seiyoken hotel by the 
daijin and sangi to be followed by a display of 
fireworks. 


Tus Choya Shinbun says:—Mr. Nakanishi, 
acting editor of the Aas Nichi Shinbun, has 
been sentenced to twelve months imprisonment 
for violating art. 13 of the press regulations. 


Tug same paper says that the Mito Shinbun 
and Kochi Shinbun have both been suspended 
by the government. 


Tue Nichi Nichi Shinbun publishes the 
following statistics of births, deaths, marriages 
&c., in the city of Tokio and its vicinity during 
the half year ending 30th. June 1881. 


Births male 7,569 
» female... ... 6,309 
13,878 

Deathsmalo ... ... ... ... ... 7,560 
» female... ... 0... aes 7,213 
14,773 

Marriages... we 4,111 
Divorces... 0.0 1. vee 1,906 


Tue same paper says :—H. E. Chojioteke, the 
Korean ambassador and suite, arrived in Kobe 


on the 23rd. inst. by the Annei Maru, and/ 


landed on the following day. After spending 
a week in Osaka and Kioto H. E. will proceed 
to Tokio. He is said to be a relative of the 
Korean king. He has the reputation of being 
a clever man who excercises great influence 
over the government of his country. 


TuE report of the central board of health 
27 the cholera epidemic for the week ending 
onth. Oct. is as follows :— 

New patients... 928. 
Deaths since last report ... 401. 


TR daily average of deaths during the 
week was :— 


Kioto we 5.17 
Osaka Senin soe 18,33 
Hiogo-ken .., «. «. «.. 15.00 
Nagasaki-ken ... ... «2. 25.00 
Fakuoka-ken dior aie, aes 0000) 
Kumamoto-ken woe 45.04 


_ During the past month there were only 
eight patients in Oita-ken. The epidemic 
is gradually disappearing, 


Tue continuance of the Rengo Kiito Ni- 
adzukarisho gives rise to some curious specu- 
lations, one of which we beg to put forward 
in the form of an arithmetical problem in 
order that all Japanese, from the labourer up 
through the producer to the merchant, may 
see for themselves, in figures which cannot 
lie, what the effect of monopolies must in- 
evitably be. 

Assumivg a stock of silk in the hands of 
the Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho of the value 
of four millions of dollars; that it is subject 
to interest upon the lowest scale of com- 
putation in Japan, and to storage and 
other minor charges, all payable to the 
Rengo, cstimated to be equal in daily 
amount to the value of four bales of silk, 
required to find what period will be consamed 
in the transfer of the entire ownership of 
the whole stock from the producers to the 
members of the Rengo? In other words, to 
enable the twenty-six monopolists to acquire 
the whole property in that which now belongs 
to the real working men of this country. 

When this exceedingly simple calculation 
is worked out, every person will be able to 
see what is meant by monopoly. Monopolists 
are invariably meu who live by their superior 
wit, which is employed to benefit themselves 
at the expense of others; and an excellent 
example of how this is being done in Japan 
is to be obtained in the solution of the 
arithmetical sum given above. 


An active member of onr staff, a gentleman 
of experience and observation in various 
countries, endowed with practical common 
sense, and amenable to reason, wishes to ob- 
tain an appointment in Japan as instructor in 
commercial arithmetic. He requires a large 
salary, but the amount would be a mere trifle 
in comparison with the sum that would be 
annually saved if his teachings were followed 
to even a modorate extent. 


Mr. Gopal, says the Mai Nichi Shinbun, 
whose name has recently become notorious 
throughout the country in connection with 
the Boyeki Shokwai is now on a visit at 
Tokio, and is said to be holding a secret 
consultation with a certain high official on a 
question of ways and means. It will be 
remembered that some time ago he borrowed 


{500,000 yen from the government in con- 


nection with his indigo scheme. The money 
has to be refunded at once and the unfor- 
tunate speculator is at his wit’s end as to 
how he shall ‘ raise the wind.” 


BASE BALL. 
November, 3rd., 1881. 


Yoxouama vs. U.S.S. “Swarara.” 


Pos. Runs. Outs |"“Swatara” Pos. Runs. Outs 
Fallam, 
O'Neil . 
Foulke, 


Yokohama 


Churchill 
Merriman, 
Denison, 

Knox, .... 
Van Buren, J. 
Morse, F. 3. 
Hepburn. 
Van Buren, 
Beauchamp 


lwwrmewvone 


> 
Sl aww wwe 


Yokohama ., 
 Bwatare’se 


Hato Reports. 


In Tas Toxto Joro Satparsro. 


Before Messrs. Imamora Noporvugt axp Anvo 
TerKaku, Judges. 


Monday, October the \0th, 1881. 
Cornes & Co. vs. Tsukamoto Tozapuro. 
On AppPEAL. 


This was a claim to order the dofendant 
to pay storage, fire insurance and interest on 
a certain lot of glass bought from the plain- 
tiffs. The original claim was to order the 
defendant to take delivery of the said glass, 
or in default of which to pay to the plaintiffs 
the sum of $1,009 damages. The defen- 
dant elected the latter course after consider- 
able delays caused through his appealing, 
whereupon the plaintiffs brought the above 
suit for storage, fire insurance and interest 
up to the time of the defendant’s paying tho 
$1,000 damages. 


The Yokohama Saibansho allowed tho 
claim for storage and fire insurance, bat dis- 
allowed that for interest on the cost-price of 
the glass in question, from which jadgment 
the defendant appealed. 

Mr. Utagi Shinichi appeared fer the ap- 
pellant. 


Mr. Montague Kirkwood represented’ the 
respondents. 


To-day the Court gave the follewing 


JUDGMENT. 


The two amonnts in dispute in this cause 
are $844 for storage and fire insarancs from 
the 8lst. day of January, 1878, ap to the 
19th. day of November, 1880, and: $3,104.40 
interest on the contract price of the glass. . 


L.—The first point, that of storage and 
fire-insurance, has already been decided by a 
final judgment declaring that the appellant 
was obliged to pay the same. 


When the. respondents and plaintiffs first 
brought their original suit they hid only 
made up the account of the said storage and 
fire-insurance up to the month previous to 
that in which they filed their petition. And 
they at the time did not include in their 
claims the amount for storage and fire-insar- 
ance for the subsequent period of time dar- 
ing which this suit went on, #.e. the amount 
of their present claim, because it was im- 
possible for them to foresee how much the 
amount would come to. Bat their baving 
failed to do so certainly does not signify that 
t' ey waived their right to such a claim. 


Their making this claim now therefore does 
not come under the hending of res judicata, 
and the appellant is responsible for this part 
of their claim. 


2—As to the 2nd. point, interest on the 
contract price of the glass, it appears that 
the respondents had given the appellant (then 
defendant) the option either to take delivery 
of the glass in question, or to pay them 
$1,000, difference between the contract price 
and the then market value, together with in- 
terest, on thatsam. The appe'lant adopted 
the second alternative, and for his breach 


of contragt paid the respondents the said 
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difference in price together with interest 
thereon, so that consequently he is not fur- 
ther responsible for any interest on the con- 
tract price of the glass. 

8.—For the above reasons this court up- 
holds the judgment given in the court below. 


(Signed) Imamura Nosuyouxt, 
” Anvo Tergako, 


Judges of the Tokio Joto Saibansho. 


Before Messrs. Masupa San and Ito Ken- 
KIcHI, Judges. 


Friday, October 14th., 1881. 
Hoime & Co. vs. Mirsomizo Sauer. 
On Appeal. 
This was a claim to order the defendant to 


pey plaintiffs the sum of yen 57.50 the|8 


amonnt of their commission which they had 
lost through the defendant’s breach of a 
contract for fishing rods. The Yokohama 
Saibansho gave judgment in favor of the 
plaintiffs, from which decision the defendant 
appealed. 

Mr. Ota Mosuke appeared for the appel- 
lant, Mr. Uchiyama Micesstan epmentel 
the respondents. 


After rehearing the case the Court to-day 
gave the following 


JupeMenT. 
The principal points in this case are : 
1.—Is the appellant responsible for dam- 
ages claimed by the respondents ? 


2.—Is the amount claimed by the respond- 
ents a reasonable one ? 


3.—Is the appellant bound to pay the res- 
pondents interest on the amount of the 
damages claimed by them ? 7 


The reason why a business man does busi- 
ness is to make a profit. And in this case the 
respondents have lost profit by the appel- 
lant’s not delivering them certain goods con- 
tracted for, which otherwise they would have 
made. It is therefore quite proper that the 
7 soma should make good this loss caused 
the respondents through his breach of con- 
tract, because the respondents’ having sus- 
tained a loss or having failed to make a profit 
was caused by the appellant’s breach of 
contract. The appellant’s argument regard- 
ing the fluctuation of price ete. of the goods 
contracted for does not hold good, because 
the yen 57.50 claimed by the respondents in 
this suit is the amount of their commission 
t.6. 10 per cent. on the contract price of the 
goods contracted for with the appellant, 
which amount they are fully jnetified in 
claiming. 

The court therefore cannot sustain appel- 
lant’s petition and upholds the judgment of 
the court below. 


As to the interest on the amount of the 
damages since the time of the judgment, 
however, it is held, that as a judgment from 
which an appeal is made can only be executed 
after a final judgment has been rendered, 
the respondents’ claim for interest during a 
time during which such judgment had not 
been executed, can not be maintained. 

Judgment therefore is for the respondents 
&s in the court below, but without interest, 


(Signed) Masupa Say. 
i Tro Kengicat. 
Judges of the Tokio Joto Saibansho. 
Qotober Lath, 1881, 


In THE Yoxouama SarpansHo. 


Bofore Nakamuga Mortorosut, Esq, Judge. 
Tuesday, October 18th. 1881. 


S. Srravss vs. Nagata Yuet. 


The petition of the plaintiff showeth as 
follows :-— 


1.—That on the 15th. day of October 1880 
the defendant entered into a contract with 
the plaintiff, by which he bound himself to 
deliver to the said plaintiff 330,000 lacquered 
plates. (exhibit No. 1). 

2.—That the said lacquered plates were to 
be delivered to the plaintiff in three instal- 
ments during the months of March, April 
and May 1881, and that the plaintiff was to 
pay for them at the rate of yen 17.50 per 
1,000 for 12,000 3 inch 8 and 12,0003 inch 5 
plates, and yen 18 per 1,000 for 9,000 3 inch 
plates. 
3.—That the plaintiff paid the defendant 
yen 25 bargain money on the above said 
contract. 


4.—That the defendant has not only failed 
to deliver any of the goods thus coutracted 
for, but has also failed to return plaintiff the 
bargain money. 

The plaintiff therefore prays this Honor- 
able Court :— 

1—That the defendant be ordered to pay 
to the plaintiff the sum of yen 120 being the 
difference which plaintiff had to pay for the 
goods in question elsewhere. 

2.—That the defendant be ordered to re- 
turn to the plaintiff the sam of yen 25, bar- 
gain money paid by the plaintiff on the con- 
tract, together with interest. 

3.—That the plaintiff may have such fur- 
ther relief as the nature of the case may 
require and as to this honorable court may 
seem fit. 

To which the defendant put in the follow- 
ing answer :— 

1.—That the defendant admits having 
entered into a contract with the plaintiff for 
the supply of 33,000 lacquered plates, and 
that he received yen 25 bargain money from 
the plaintiff on this contract, which he gave 
to the workmen. 

2.—That however on the 19th. day of No- 
vember 1880 the defendant paid back the 
said yen 25 to the plaintiff and that there- 
upon both parties agreed to cangel the con- 
tract. 

8.—That on the 26th day of November 
the plaintiff once more paid the defendant 
yen 25 on & new agreement for the same 
goods, but that at that time no written con- 
tract was drawn up and that the prices were 
higher. : 

4.—That in this new verbal agreement no 
time for the delivery of the goods was 
specified and that the bargain money was to 
have been deducted from time to time as the 
goods should come in. 

5.—That for these reasons the plaintiff has 
no right whatsoever to demand damages of 
the defendant, nor has he any right as yet 
to claim the bargain money, and interest 
thereon. 

Therefore the defendant prays this Honor- 
able Court :— 

That the plaintiff's petition be dismissed. 

Mr. Uchiyama Rossetsu acted for the 
plaintiff, the defendant appeared in person. 

Mr. Uchiyama being asked what plaintiff 
had to say in reply to the defendant’s answer 
to the petition stated :— 


In the second paragraph of his petition the; 


defendant says that on the 19th. of Novem- 
ber 1880, be returned the plaintiff thoyen 


25 bargain and that the original contract was 
then cancelled. The true facts of the matter 
are these. After making the contract with 
the defendant and paying him the bargain 
money the plaintiff heard several bad reports 
about the former which gave him reason to 
distrust him. When therefore on the 19th. 
of November 1880, the defendant delivered 
the plaintiff a small lot of other goods (not 
of the contract goods) the plaintiff deducted 
the 25 yen paid on the former contract from 
the price of said goods. The defendant how- 
ever subsequently promising to carry out 
the contract and begging to be again paid 
the yen 25 bargain money, the plaintiff, who 
really wanted the goods, on the 26th. of 
November, t.c. 5 day’ afterwards, once more 
paid the defendant the said yen 25, under 
the understanding however that the original 
contract should be strictly carried out. 
This is proved by plaintiff's exhibit No. 2, 
receipt for the 25 yen, dated November 26th. 
1881. 

When the time arrived for delivering the 
contract goods the defendant did not put in 
appearance, but on the 30th. day of April 
he came to ask for an extension of time, 
promising to deliver part of the goods 
by the 15th. of May and the remainder 
by the Slst. of July 1881. This ex- 
tension of time was granted him, bat he 
had to give plaintiff a written document 
promising fully to carry out the original 
contract. 4 ae 

This written document (plaintiff's exhibit 
No. 8) shows clearly that the original oon- 
tract was novor cancelled. The same docu- 
ment also proves sefen dete oe in 
his paragraphs 3 and 4 to ‘alse. : 

int sale oa 8 the defendant says that in 
the new verbal agreement the prices were 
made higher, but of this the plaintiff knows 
nothing; and if it were so the defendant 
would certainly not have neglected to state 
it in the exhibit No. 3. : 

In paragraph 4 the defendant says that no 
time was specified for the delivery of the 
goods. This assertion is ridiculous on the 
face of it, because no person in his senses 
would think of purchasing goods without 
specifying a time for their delivery. Bat it 
is also proved by the exhibit No. 3 in which 
the defendant clearly states that as he has 
been granted an extension of time till the 
81st. of July, he will faithfally carry out the 
original contract (exhibit No. 1). 

now come to the question of damages. 

The defendant failing to deliver the con- 
tract goods, the plaintiff had to purchase 
elsewhere, and as the sort of goods in ques- 
tion had gradually risen in price at the ex- 
piration of the contract time, the plaintiff 
was obliged to pay much higher for them 
than the contract price. 3 i 

The 3 inch 3 and 3 inch 5 plates which the 
plaintiff had contracted for with the defen- 
dant at yen 17.50 per 1,000, he had to buy 
elsewhere at yen 21; The 38 inch 8 plates 
contracted for at yen 18 he had to buy else- 
where at yen 22, I here produce Exhibits 
4 and 5, receipted bills from dealers in this 
article where the pares bought after’ 
defendant’s breach of contract. 

T have therefore shown tliat through the 
defendant’s breach of contract the plaintiff 
was obliged to pay yen 3.50 per 1,000 more 
than the contract price on the smaller, and 
yen 4 per 1,000 more than the contract price 
on the larger size of these goods, making the 
total amount paid more than the contract 
price by the plaintiff yen 120. 

Regarding the yen 25 bargain monoy and 
interest thereon Tghall sey nothing further, 
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because I have already proved clearly that 
the defendant received that sum as bargain 
money, that he failed to carry out his con- 
tract, and that he has never returned the 
said bargain money. : 

The defendant admitted plaintiff's state- 
ment to be true in the main, but refused to 
pay any damages, as such was not specified 
in the contract. He admitted his responsibi- 
lity to return the plaintiff the yen 25 bargain 
money but nothing more. He said that he 
could not make any objection to the prices 
at which the plaintiff stated that he had had 
to buy the goods, because he did not know 
what the prices at that time might have been. 
But he objected to the prices in the original 
contract being taken as those agreed to by 
him, because by a later verbal agreement 
these prices had been raised. Here he pro- 
duced a list of prices alleged to have been 
agreed upon with tho plaintiff by a verbal 
agreement in November. 

Mr. Uchiyama objected to this paper being 
accepted in evidence since no such a thing had 


to pay to the plaintiff yen 120.00 and yen 
25.00, as claimed by the plaintiff together 
with interest of 6 per cent. per annum on the 
sum of yen 25.00, commencing from the 26th. 
day of November, 1880, until the date of 


payment. 
YOKOHAMA SAIBANSHO. 


prayed that the plaintiffs’ petition be dis- 
missed. 

At the request of the plaintiffs and up on 
their depositing $600 the defendant was 
ordered by the conrt not to remove the silk 
in question until yadgment should have been 
delivered. 

Mr. Uchiyama Rossetsu represented the 
plaintiffs, Mr. Takanashi Tetsushiro appear- 
ed for the defendants. Mr. Uchiyama open- 
ed the case for the plaintiffs, saying: Tho 
defondants denying the fact that they ever 
sold plaintiffs .he 8 bales silk in question I 
find it my first duty to produce evidenco that 
they did, and that they are: consequently 
responsible for the delivery of the samo. I 
now call Mr. Hagiwara Hikoshichi, the owner 
of the said silk. In answer to the questions 
of Mr. Uchiyama this witness stated : 

T am a resident of Hachoji and am a ailk 
spinner. (Plaintiffs’ exhibit No. 1 handed 
the witness) I signed this paper. [t is a 
document testifying to the plaintiffs that my 
8 bales of silk those now in dispute wero 


Monday, October 24th, 1881. 
H. Uspwie & Co. v. Tae Kosexicom. 


The plaintiffs’ petition shewed as follows: 

1.-. That on the 29th. day of September 
last one Nakajima Tosuke, banto of the de- 
fendants, accompanied by one Hagiwara 
Hikoshichi, owner of the silk, came to the 
plaintiffs’ offices and offered to sell them 8 
bales of silk. : 

2.—That the plaintiffs agreed to buy the 
said 8 bales of silk of the defendants pro- 
vided they would bring them to tho plaintiff's 
godown and have them inspected and 
weighed thero, but refusod to parchaso them 
if they should have to take delivery thereof 


ever taken place and as the paper itself had 
nothing on it but a few prices written down 
by the defendant himself without any proof 
that the plaintiff had ever heard of or scen it. 

Neither party having anything farther to 
say, the court said that judgment should be 
given in a very short time and then adjourn- 


The court gave the following 
JUDGMENT. 


The plaintiff in this case having an order 
from Europe for lacquered ash-plates made a 
contract with the defendant for the delivery 
of 33,000. The defendant failing to deliver 
any of the goods thus contracted for by the 
end of the contract time, the plaintiff was 
obliged to buy them elsewhere, thereby sus- 
taining a loss of yen-120.00 which he had to 
Pay over and above the contract price. Be- 
sides this the plaintiff demands yen 25 00 
bargain money paid to the defendant on this 
contract, together with interest thereon. 

The defendant admits having broken the 
contract in question but claims that as it was 
not specified in the said contract that he 
would be held liable for damages for breach 
of contract, the plaintiff was not justified in 
claiming such damages from him. He far- 
ther states that among the plates bought by 
the plaintiff from the other parties against 
this contract there was a quantity of 4 inch 
plates, while the largest size in his contract 
with the plaintiff was 3,5, inches, and that 
tho largor size was, of course, dearer than the 
3.8, inches size. 

However as it is clear that tho defendant 
has broken tho contract he is bound to com- 
pensate the plaintiff for any loss sustained 
by the latter through such breach of contract 
whether such damages were spccifiied in the 
original contract or not. And as to the point 
of size of the goods the defendant in answer 
to plaintiff's question, “whether in July or 
August of this year 334; inch plates like the 
ones contracted for could be bought for'less 
than yen 22 per 1,000,” said that he did not 
know what they wero worth then, and has 
therefore faill to rebut the plaintiff's evi- 
dence. 

In regard to the yen 25 bargain money 
the defendant claims that all he is obliged 
to do is to pay tho plaintiff back the said 
yen 25.00 without any interest, but as he has 
had this money in hands without fulfilling 
tho contract the plaintiff is justified in claim- 
ing logal interest, i.e. 6 per cont. per annum 
on the same, 


Tho court therefore orders the defendant 


sold to plaintiffs through the agency of the 
defendants. On the 29th day of September 
last Nakajima Kosuke, a banto of the defen- 
dants, accompanied me to the plaintiffs for 
the purpose of arranging the sale of the 8 
bales of silk in question. The agreement we 
came to was that the plaintiffs were to pay 
$720 per picul and that delivery should not 
be taken from the Niadzukarisho, bat in the 
same manner as it used to be before the Ni- 
adzukacisho existed. It was farther agreed 
that the goods should be delivered on the 
same day, and the bargain was then conclad- 
ed. The parties present at that time were 
Mr. H. Ludwig, the managing partner of 
H. Ludwig & Co. at Yokohama, Mr. Chamo- 
nard, plaintiffs’ silk inspector, Mr. Hashimoto, 
one of plaintiffs’ banto, one Shinsake, barto 
of Sekitanya, myself and the aforesaid banto 
of defendants. The following morning I 
wont to Mr. Ludwig’s private residence iu 
company of one Gunaya, at the request of 
the latter. The reason why the said Ganaya 
went to Mr. Ludwig was because be had 
found out that being a member of the Ni- 
adzukarisho he would have trouble by deliver- 
ing the goods in question to the plaintiffs 
direct, and he therefore wanted to gain time 
in order to find some way by which the silk 
might be delivered to the purchasers without 
implicating himself. He went to persuade 
Mr. Ludwig to wait antil or abont the 16th. 
of October for the delivery of the silk, which 
the said Mr. Ludwig refused to do. At 
Ll o'clock a.m. of the same day we (Gunaya 
and myself) again’ went to the plaintiffs’ 
office, when the plaintiffs’ attorney Mr. 
Uchiyama, acted as intermediory. Gunaya 
admitted to Mr. Uchiyama that he had sold 
the goods, but said that he would get into 
trouble by delivering the goods direct. After 
a long conversation Gunaya at last agreed 
to let the plaintiffs have the silk in some 
way or other if they would wait until the 
following morning 9 o'clock. Mr. Ludwig 
agreed to wait until then, Lut refused to hear 
anything of the ways and means which Mr. 
Gunaya would employ in order to deliver 
plaintiffs their silk. The silk was never 
delivered. 


Cross-examined by Mr. Takanashi. 

My purpose in going to the plaintiffs’ on 
the 29th. of September last was to sell them 
silk spun in my factory, altoxether 12 bales. 


at the Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho. 

3.—That the defendants accepted this 
condition, and that it was thereupon agreed 
that the said 8 bales of silk should be 
delivered in the afternoon of tho same day, 
and that after inspecting and weighing them 
ia their own godowns the plaintiffs were to 
pay for the same at the rate of $720 per 
picul. 

4.—That of course no written contract was 
drawn up between the parties, as it wasa 
cash transaction. 

5.—That the defendants failed to deliver 
the silk at the time specified, and that one 
Gunaya, of the defendants together with the 
said Hagiwara called at H. Ludwig's private 
residence on the Bluff the following morn- 
ing, when the said Gunaya tried to induce 
H. Ludwig to cancel the bargain. 

6.—That the said H. Ludwig (the manag- 
ing partner of the plaintiff's firmat Yokohama) 
refused to cancel the bargain and demanded 
immediate delivery of the 8 bales of silk 
purchased by the plaintiffs. 

7.—That the said Gunaya together with 
the said Hagiwara then left H. Ludwig's 
private residence, but came again to plain- 
tiffs’ office a few hours later, when they 
finally promised to deliver the silk on the 
following morning (lst. of October) at 9 
o'clock nnder the conditions agreed upon the 
previous day. 

8.—That all efforts on the part of the 
plaintiffs to get delivery of the silk purchased 
by them of the defendants remained frait- 
less, and that the dofendants through the 
agency of Hagiwara finally in the afternoon 
of the 1st day of October flatly refused 
to deliver the silk in question unless they 
were paid in advance which of course the 
plaintiffs refused to do as it was contrary to 
their agreement. 

The plaintiffs therefore pray this honorable 
court. 

1,—That the defendants be ordered to give 
the plaintiffs immediate delivery of the § 
bales of silk sold to them, 

2.—That the defendant be ordered to pay 
the costs of this suit. 

8.—That the plaintiffs may have such fur- 
ther relief as the nature of the case may 
require and as to this honorable court may 
seem fit. 

In answer to the plaintiffs’ petition the 


I sold the whole lot on that day, 4 bales 
which were already in the plaintiffs’ godowns 
and the 8 bales now iu dispute. I have done 
business with the plaintiffs since the year 


before. Jats, (I) nom lowe’ plajatiffs $1,000, 


defendants pnt in a demarrer. 

They said that the defendants Kosekigumi 
had nevor sold plaintiffs the 8 bales of silk in 
question, and that egg hoe tho plaintiffs 
had no right to gue, That therofore they 
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payable on the 30th. of September last. I 
did owe them $3,000. payable on the 30th. 
of July, 30th. of Angnst and 30th. of 
September, $1,000. each time.. I do not 
receive any salary from the plaintiffs. I am 
not in the habit of borrowing money from 
the plaintiffs to work my factory with. The 
only money I ever borrowed from them is 
the $3,000 just mentioned, which I borrow- 
ed for the purpose of baying cocoons in the 
end of last Jane. This sum was to be repaid 
by silk shipments. The first 2 bales of the 4 
mentioned as already being delivered to the 
plaintiffs went for the 30th. of July payment, 
the second 2 bales thereof are security for 
the 30th, of August payment. Théy area 
part of the 12 bales sold to plaintiffs on the 
29th. of September. The reason why I took 
defendants’ banto with me on the 29th. of 
September was for the purpose of effecting 
the sale. { had heard that after the esta- 
blishment of the Niadzukarisho it would bo 
difficult to deliver silk to foreigners direct, 
but upon asking defendants was informed 
that mine being a contract made before 
establishing the said institution there 
would be no difficulty, whereupon they sent 
their banto with me. I did not show the 
plaintiffs a sample of the 8 bales in question ; 
they agreed to buy it on my representing 
to them that it was the same as the 4 bales 


already in thoir possession. It was sold in 
the old manner, i.e. the plaintiffs were to 
tako delivery at the price fixed at that time, 
if after inspection in plaintiffs’ godown the 
silk was found to be according to sample. 
The price of the whole 12 bales was fixed on 
the 29th of September, tho 4 bales alread: 
in plaintiffs’ possession as well as the 8 bales 
held by the Kosekigumi. The price was 
fixed in the usual manner. I asked a certain 
price, the plaintiffs offered a lower one, and 
the final price was afterwards agrced upon 
by the intervention of the defendants’ banto. 


Re-examined by Mr. Uchiyama: 

When I say that the goods in question 
were contracted for long ago by the plaintiffs, 
I mean that I am bound by contract to 
deliver them all my silk during one year. 
To my knowledge silk could not heretofor~, 
nor'can it now be sold to foreigners, without 
passing through the hands of a commission 
merchant. 

Questioned by the court :—of the 4 bales 
already in the possession of the plaintiffs 2 
were delivered by meon the 12th. of August 
and the other two on the Ist. of September 
last. I think that the Niadzukarisho cannot 

revent my solling silk to foreigners, if I do 

it through a commission merchant who is 

nota member of said institution. In fact 

. Lam delivering silk that way now, bat the 

Kosekigumi refuses to let me have the 8 bales 

in question. The Kosekigumi have given me 

an advance on these 8 bales. I don’t sce how 

the defendants can refuse me delivery of my 

silk, if, after selling the silk in question, I 
repay them this advance. 

Mr. Uchiyama next called Mr. Chamonard, 
who stated the facts as given in the petition. 

Croes-examined by Mr. Takanashi :—We 
did not buy the silk from Mr. Hagiwara, we 
bought it from the defendants. The price of 
the whole 12 bales was fixed on the 29th. of 
September. The defendants’ bantu Tosuke 
is the same who always represents Mr. 
Hagiwara when making silk sales to us. 
The price was not fixed by any new sample, 
but by the first two bales, which we had 
already inspected, upon the representation 

. that the 8 bales were of the same quality. 
The whole lot was to have been inspected 
and weighed at the plaintiff's place, { have 


never seen the 8 bales in dispute. I know 
that Mr. Hagiwara had an advance of $3,000 
from the plaintiffs, but, as I have nothing 
to do with the money tansactions of the con- 
cern, I cannot say in which manner or when 
they were to be repaid. In the manner in 
which silk sales were carried on hitherto 
there was no godown rent paid while a man’s 
silk was being inspected and weighed. If it 
were not according to sample it was simply 
returned, but without a godown-rent charge ; 
if it was good and taken delivery of the 
buyer had still less reason for charging 
godown-rent. No bargain money was paid 
on the silk in question. 


Re-examined :— Have you ever paid bar- 
gain money on transactions like the one in 
question P 

Answer: Not to my knowledge. 

Have you ever to your knowledge bonght 
silk in Yokohama without its passing through 
the hands of a commissivn-merchant? No. 

Mr. Uchiyama, addressing the court, said 
that the next witness would provo that Mr. 
Gunaya of the defendants’ firm had called at 
Mr. Ludwig's private residenco on the Bluff 
in order to get an extension of time, and that 
he (Mr. Uchiyama) wished to impress it on 
the court’s mind that this was an entirely 
trust worthy witness not having any interest 
whatsoever in the issue of the present case, 
either pecuniary or otherwise. He then called 
Sugiyama Hampei, who deposed :— 

I live in Isikawa and am a retailer of foreign 
goods. I am not an employé of Mr. Ludwig's 
but go to his house only occasionally, my pay 
depending on the number of days I work 


Y|there. I was working at Mr. Ludwig's 


private residence on the 30th. of September, 
and remember 2 Japanese calling there on 
business early in the morning of that day. 
They spoke to Mr. Ludwig in the same room 
in which I was working. I do not know 
their names, but one was an old gentleman 
of about 60 years with white hair, a little 
below medium size. I would recognize him 
if I saw him again. The other was in court 
this morning when I heard him called Hagi- 
wara. I heard the whole conversation which 
took place in the room whero I was, but not 
understanding anything about mercantile 
transactions 1 can only remember very little. 
1 think they spoke about silk becnuse they 
often mentioned the word “Kori.” Tho old 
gentleman tried to persuade Mr. Ludwig to 
wait a few days for delivery. Mr. Ladwig 
refused to do this, and insisted upon delivery 
the same day. ‘They spoke a good deal 
which | however did not understand, where- 
upon they went into the hall and I heard 
nothing further. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Takanashi :—I 
firat went to Mr. Ludwig’s house in the 
summer of this year. I heard the conversa- 
tion as stated by me while at work in the 
same room where it wenton. Mr. Ludwig 
sat near the door, I about 6 feet from him 
further in the room, I am not an employé 
of Mr. Ladwig. I work in other houses as 
well and get paid by the day. 

Mr. Takanashi addressing the court said 
that he bad no witness to call and that he 
did not consider it necessary since he object- 
ed to the evidence of plaintiffs’ witnesses on 
the grounds that the first one, Mr. Hagiwara, 
was indebted to the plaintiffs; the next, Mr. 
Chamonard, an employé of them, and the 
third aman who while working alleged to 
bave overheard a certain conversationand was 
therefore not trustworthy. I submit, there- 
fore, he went on to say, that the plaintiff's 
attorney has failed to prove the responsibility, 
or action of the defendants in the matter. 


But supposing even that the defendants or 
one of their representatives had gone to the 
plaintiffs, as alleged, no bargain could have 
been made because no bargain money had 
been paid, and because it would not have 
been settled whether the plaintiffs would buy 
the silk in question until after inspection, 
when it was very often retarned to the owner. 
Again the witness Hagiwara had stated that 
he himself had sold the silk, while Mr. 
Chamonard stated that the goods belonged 
to Mr. Hagiwara, but that the defendant's 
banto was the seller. Thus even supposing 
the silk in question to have been sold, it was 
not sold by the defendants, the contract was 
with Hagiwara himself and had nothing to 
do with the defendants. 


Mr. Uchiyama in reply:—I submit that 
my three witnesses are perfectly trust- 
worthy and no objection can be made 
to their evidence except perhaps, to that 
of Mr. Chamonard, as being an employé 
of the plaintiff firm. As to the bargain being 
completed I have proved by my witnesses 
that it was entirely comyleted in the usual 
manner, that is, the price being agreed upon 
the clapping together of the hands which the 
dealers in Yokohama call ‘“ to make pon pon.” 
The defendant’s.counscl’s statement that it 
could not be considered a concluded bargain 
because after inspection the silk might after 
all be returned to the seller, is ridiculous. If 
that were true, then evcry sale made the 
world over even those by written agreement, 
could not be counted concluded bargains, 
because no buyer could be forced to take 
delivery of goods which after inspection he 
found to be different from sample. The 
silk which is returned to Japanese dealers 
after inspection is so returned when it is 
found that the silk is not up to the 
sample by which the bargain was concluded, 
but if up to sample the buyer could never 
refuse to take delivery, and if he did refuse 
the seller could find ways and means to force 
him to take delivery. 

Furthermore, the defendants’ counsel in his 
answer to the petition has flatly denied that 
the defendant ever sold the 8 bales of silk 
in question to the plaintiffs, and that the 
plaintiffs had therefore no right to sue them 
Tanbmit that after such on answer the de 
ferdants have no right to now open for them 
selves a back-door for escape, by saying tha 
even if they had intermediated tn this matter 
there was no reason for delivery of the goods 
because the bargain was not completed. I most 
respectfully but firmly demand that the 
defendants bg strictly kept to their original 
answer, namely that they never had anything 
to do with the matter. 

As to defendants’ counsol’s statement that 
Mr. Hagiwara and Mr Chamonard contradict- 
ed themselves, the ono saying that he made 
the sale himself, the other that Mr. Hagiwara 
was represented by defendants’ banto, T mere- 
ly refer the court to the record where it will 
be seen that both witnesses make the same 
statement on that point, namely, both stating 
that the defendants’ banto made the bargain. 
Bat leaving out every thing else, how does 
defendants’ counsel account for the refusal of 
the Kosekigumi to deliver the silk in ques- 
tion even at the request of the former owner 
himself, (i.e. Hagiwara, the plaintiffs being 
the present owners.) ? 

I uow beg that the court will order Mr 
Uyehara, ¢, 6, Gunaya to appear in court 
in person on to-morrow morning. I make 
this request on the grounds that I have 
brought sufficient evidence to show that tho 
defendants did sell the 8 bales of silk in 
question to the plaintiffs, and that therefore 
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a ee 


the defendants’ counsel has misrepresented 


facts, perhaps innocently, but nevertheless he| d 


has misrepresented them. The representative 
of a plaintiff or a defendant according to the 
procedure in Japanese Courts may object to 
the calling of his client as long as he can 
answer all details and does not misrepresent 
facts, but as soon as he (knowingly or un- 
knowingly) misrepresents facta, the other 
side has the right to demand that the said 
client be made to appear in person, and this 
is what I now do. After some objections on 
the part of Mr. Takanashi the court allowed 
Mr. Uchiyama’s request and ordered Mr. 
Takanashi to bring the said Gunaya with 
him to-morrow morning at 9.30 till when the 
court adjourned. 


Tuesday, October 25th., 1881. 


H. Lovwie & Co. vs. Tas Kosextaumt. 


This was aclaim to order the defendants 
to give plaintiffa immediate delivery of 8 
bales of silk bonght under the old conditions. 


‘Mr. Uchiyama Rossetsu appeared for the 
plaintiffs, Mr. Takanashi Tetsushiro repre- 
sented the defendants. 


On reassembling this morning the court 
asked Mr. Takanashi whether he had brought 
with him Mr. Ganaya, the principal manager 
of the Kosekigumi, to which M1. Takanashi 
replied, that he had tried to do so, but that 
the said gentleman had gone to Tokio. He 
had however in his stead brought with him 
Mr. Fareya Ichiro, another manager of the 
defendants who would be fully as able to 
answer any questions put to him as Gunaya 
himself. 

Mr. Uchiyama denied that the said Mr. 
Fareya could answer all the questions put to 
him, and begged to have his objection noted 
on the record of the court against the non-ap- 
pearance of the said Gunays, especially since 


he (Mr. Uchiyama) could prove through Mr. | dh 


Hagiwara, that Gunaya was still in Yoko- 
hama last night long after the court had 
adjourned, He also begged that it be farther 
noted in the record that he still reserved to 
himself the right to oall the said Gunaya, if 
at the end of the hearing he should find it to 
be necessary. 


Mr. Takanashi then begged leave to ex- 
amine the witness Fureya principally in order 
to show his second point of defence, namely 
that even if the defendants had intermediated 
in the matter they could not be made din ae 
sible in a cae in conrt as they were nothing 
more than go-betweens. 

The witness gave the following answers :— 
Being one of the managers of the defendants’ 
firm I know all the transactions of the same. 
The defendants at present have 8 bales of 
silk in keeping which belong to Mr. Hagi- 
wara, We are holding them, because an 
advance was made on them. Mr. Hagiwara 
never requested us to sell those 8 bales of 
silk. A commission merchant of silk is 
nothing more than a go-between, and he gets 
8 certain commission which is paid by the seller 
not the buyer. The commission merchant can- 
not sell silk at any price he likes; he must 
consult with and ask the consent of the 
owner whereupon the bargain is made with 
the buyer. The defendants did not make 
any bargain for the sale of the 8 bales of silk 
on the 29th. of September last. The defend- 
ants are members of the Rengo Kiito Ni- 
adzukarisho. 

Mr. Uchiyama objected to this witness on 
the ground of his being a member of the 


defendants’ firm and cross-examined him un- 
ler protest. 

Cross-cxamined :—A Japanese silk mer- 
chant heretofore could not and cannot 
now sell direct to a foreigner, he must 
atrange the sale through a commission 
merchant. The commission merchant, here- 
tofore delivered the goods to the buyer, and the 
buyer did not pay the owner but the commis- 
sion merchant, who, after deducting the ad- 
vance made, handed the balance to the owner. 
Tf the silk was found on inspection to be in- 
ferior to sample and was returned, it was to 
the commission merchant that it was returned, 
not to the owner. Heretofore we have fre- 
Hegiwa delivered silk to the plaintiffs for 


1.—As I stated before as being a member 
of the defendanta’ firm, and 


2.—Because he has grossly contradicted 
himself. 


If the court will please to look at the 
record, ‘it will find that when answering my 
uestions in cross-examination he answered 
that no silk could be sold to a foreign mer- 
chant without a commission merchant, and 
now in re-examination he replies just the o 
posite to the same question only given in 
other words, 


His Honor said that he himself had noticed 
the discrepancy and that he had just been on 
the point of asking the witness about it. 


The witness then admitted that the answer 
given to Mr. Uchiyama was the true one. 


‘agiwara, and we have always made Mr. 
giwara advances on such silk. Our ad- 
vances were always repaid us by Mr. Hagi- 
wara after the buyer had taken delivery, 
weighed, inspected and paid for tho silk, not] Mr. Takanashi said that he was 
before. his witness should have made the mistake 
. : to admit athing which in reality did not 
woot Seoeriome nue aneners ee given exist. He said it was a wel bcoes fact that 
& ‘ foreigners could buy direct without using a 
That being the case and the goods in ques- commission-merchant, and that the foreigners 
tion being sold under the old conditions do would not be well pleased if such a fast ee 
you consider that you are justified in retain- 
ibg the 8 bales in dispute on the ground 


made known to them. 
that an advance was made on them? Mr.| Mr. Uchiyama said that if questioned there 
Takanashi objected to the putting of this|would be a great many things elicited which 
question on the ground that the witness|did not please the foreigners, and that 
could not be made to say anything as to thelalthongh to his (Mr. Uchiyama’s) knowledge 
peice or injustice of retaining the silk, that/there was no order from the Government 
that was a point to be settled by the court. |existing which prevents native silk dealers 
Mr. Uchiyama contended that the ques- from selling their silk to foreigners direct 
tion was relevant, becanse being a commis-|Still the fact was there that they could not. 
sion merchant and constantly making ad-| . In answer to questions by the court the 
vances on silk witness was in duty bound to|witness nnswered—If the court had not 
know how far his power to retain silk on|attached the 8 bales of silk in dispute they 
which he had advanced money went, especial-| would be at the dis of Mr. Hagiwara, as 
ly since the ‘vitness himself had stated that|he is the owner. They are deposited with 
Pitherto the advances were not repaid until/os under the same conditions as heretofore. 
after the buyer had taken delivery of and They were stored in the godowns of the 
paid for the silk. The court sustained Mr.|Rengo Kiito Niadzukarijo by us, not by 
Takanashi’s objection, ene the mee Mr. Hagiwara. 
ight retain such silk, but that it was for t. bi then addreasin 
the court to decide whether he be jastified|aai ier wend peer Merrit 
or not in doing so. Question over ruled. sary to call any more witnesses, not 
Mr. Uchiyama continuing: even Mr. Paral He cera ost he 
:—Do you know the meaning of the|had prov not only that the defend- 
woe tg eek pon-pon” as eel by silkjants had made the sale of the 8 bales 
dealers both native aud foreign in Yoko.|in question, but he had gone farther and 
hama? shown that the bargain was concluded, 
A:—Y Iti ign that a bargain has|22¢ that the commission merchant was the 
Roce 288 Bin foe rh gain ma responsible party. He therefore asked for 
beon concluded i.e. that parties have agre judgment for the plaintiffs on all points. 
Upon a certain price for a certain lot by a 3 z 
certain sample. Mr. Takanashi contended that his answer 
Q:—After the “ making of this pon-pon ” to the petition being 8 demurrer the court 
then is the purchaser obliged to take delivery would first have to decide whether-or not the 


eaes defendants were responsible and that not 
of the goods thus sold to him, if those goods until then would he lave to defend the real 
are according to sample ? 


pees a Paar h action itself. 
Fd nee any foreigners bavel aa. Dohiyama objected strongly against 

very bad practices on this point, they such proceed ieips on the ground that the onl 

Mr. Uchiyama:—I am not asking yon point in this canse was whether the defend- 
about any malpractices, because those ‘arelants had sold the silk in question to plain- 
carried on by certain J: apanese just as well as|tiffs or not, that point settled all there is to 
cortain Ei Aes = am asking bg ed be done is to order them to deliver it. 
among honest merc rants you consider that The court sustained Mr. . ’ oon 
the *pon-pon,” is binding if the goods arelsion” Bis Honor osid. thet we ate hel 
up to sample P case he could see no reason why an interim 

Yes. jadgment should be given. Both parties had 

Re-examined by Mr. Takanashi : brought evidence for and against all pointa 

A foreign silk merchant can buy silk from|upon which the whole suit tested, and an 
native dealers without it passing through thelinterim judgment would merel prolong 
hands of a commission merchant. matters, especially since the defondant might 

Mr. Uchiyama here said:—Although this|*ppeal from the same. He would therefore 
witness of the defendants has been rather|&!ve judgment on the whole case in a few 
beneficial to me than otherwise I now once] 4@y8- 
more object to his evidence being received on} Neither party having any forther remarks 
two grounds, ithe court then adjourned sine dia, 
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Eriday, October 28th, 1881. 


H, Lupwic & Co. vs. Tae Kosexicumt. 


Thia was. a claim to order the defendants 
to deliver 8 bales ‘of silk sold by them to the 
plaintiffs, of which 8 bales they had refused 
plaintiffs delivery. 

Mr. Uchiyama Rosseten appeared for the 
plaintiffs, Mr. Takanashi Tetsushiro repre- 
sented the defendant. 


To-day the court gave the following 
JUDGMENT. 


The principal pointa in this case are as 
follows.:— 


1.—Did the defendants have anything to 
do with the sale of the 8 bales of silk in 
qnestion, or did they not ? 


2.—And if they did are they responsible 
to the defendants in this case or not ? 


3.—Was the bargain for the 8 bales of 
silk in question concluded, or was it not? 

1.—The defendants’ counsel stated that 
the defendants had nothing whatsoever to do 
with the sale of the 8 bales of silk in ques- 
tion, but the statement of Hagiwara Hiko- 
shichi, the owner of the silk, shows, that a 
contract was made during January of this 
year, by which the said Hagiwara agreed 
to sell plaintiffs the said silk, and that be on 
the 29th September last sold 12 bales of these 
goods to the plaintiffs at the price of $720 
per picul through the defendants, that + 
bales of this silk were already in the hands 
of the plaintiffs, and that when it came to 
giving delivery of the remaining 8 bales the 
defendants raised objections. 

2.—Regarding the second point the defen- 
dante’ couneel stated that the defendants 
being merely commission merchants and not 
the actual sellers, it was in any case only 
their duty to act as go-betweens between the 
owner of the silk and the foreign buyer, so 
that even, granting for argument’s sake that 
the defendants had had anything to do with 
the sale of the silk in question, they are 
not the parties to be made responsible in 
this action. 

On examining the witnesses of both parties 
on this point it cannot be said that the 
defendants really stand in the relation of 
sellers towards the plaintiffs, but the plain- 
tiffa are nevertheless right in making them 
the defendants in thia action, because the 
plaintiffs having bought Hagiwara Hikoshi- 
chi’s. silk through the intervention of the 
defendants, the latter who have charge of 
this silk, refused to give delivery thereof in 
spite of the owner's request to do so, which 
refusal has given rise to the present action. 

8.—The defendant’s counsel alleges that 
according to the statements of the plaintiffs 
as also of the owner of the silk the bargain 
is not concluded until the silk has been in- 
spected by the buyer, but as long as the 
owner bas no objection to this, the commis- 
sion merclinnt certainly bas no right to raise 
difficulties. Besides this contract appears to 
be one made under old conditions, and under 
those it is clear that the goods should be 
inspected in the buyer’s godowns, wherefore 
neither party is jnstified in raising difficulties 
about the delivery as long as the goods have 
not been inspected. 

The cout therefore orders the defendants 
(the Kosekigumi) to deliver to’ the plaintiffs 
the 8 bales of Hachioji silk belonging to 
Hagiwara Hikoshichi, and now stored in the 
godowns of the Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho, 
and orders the defendants to get the amount 
of the advance made on this silk from Hagi- 
wara Hikoshichi, the-owner thereof. 


In THe NETHERLAND’s ConsuLaR Court. 


Before F. G. Scripe Esq., Acting Consul. 


.J. Woirs Esq. and A. Rewers Esq., 
Assessors. 


Thursday, 27th. October, 1881. 
Szprmus Suorr v. J. P. von Hemert. 


Mr. Lowper appeared for the plaintiff and 
Mr. Kirxwoop for the defendant. 


Mr. Lowder on behalf of his client read 
the following petition :— 


In H. N. M.’s Court. 


Seprimus Sxort, Plaintiff 
and 
J. P. von Hemert, Defendant. 


The petition of Septimus Short the above 
named plaintiff shewoth as follows :— 

1—The plaintiff is a British. subject resi- 
dent at Sheffield in the county of York in 
Great Britain. 

2.—The defendant is a Dutch subject 
carrying on business as @ merchant at No. 
25 Yokohama. 

8.—In the month of August 1878, the 
Director of a Hotel in Yokohama known as 
the “Grand Hotel” and situated on the lot 
of land known as No. 20, Yokohama being 
desirous of raising money for the purpose of 
providing and paying for furniture for the 
snid hotel issued debentures of the value of 
five hundred Mexican dollars each bearing 
interest at the rate of fifteen per cent. per 
annum and the public were invited to pur- 
chase the same. 

4.—T’o secure the purchasers of the said 
debentures all the furniture in the said Grand 
Hotel on the 13th. day of August 1873 was 
by the director of the Grand Hotel assigued 
by the bill of sale duly registered to Fred- 
erick Viotor Dickins and John Grigor as 
trustees for the debenture holders., 

5.—At a date prior to the act of the defend- 
ant hereinafter set forth the plaintiff be- 
came and still continues the lawful pavolias- 
er, holder and possesser of the said deben- 
tures. 

6. In about the month of June 1878 the 
defendant unlawfally seized and. took pos- 
session of all the furniture aforesaid and 
without the consent of the plaintiff caused 
the same to be sold and the defendant re- 
ceived the proceeds of the sale thereof. 

7.—By reason of the act of the defendant 
as aforceaid the plaintiff lost bis security for 
the repayment to him of the value of his 
said debentures and the interest then due 
and to accrue thereon. 

8.—The plaintiff has repeatedly applied to 
the defendant to make good to him the loss 
so occasioned to the plaintiff by the defen- 
dant as aforesaid, but the defendant has 
refused and still refuses to recognise any 
liability towards the plaintiff or to pey. him 
anything whatsoever in respect of his said 
debentures. 

The plaintiff therefore prays :— 

1.—That the defendant may be ordered 
forthwith to pay to the plaintiff the sum of 
$5,000 or such other sum as to this honorable 
court may seem fit with interest thereon at 
the rate of 15 per cent. per annum from the 
Ist. day of January, 1876. RE 

3— That the defendant may be condemned 
to pay the costs of this suit. 


3.—That the plaintiff may have such fur- 

ther other relief as the nature of the case 
may require. 
(Signed.) Szrprmus Sxoet, 

by his attorney W. H. TayLor 
of No. 35, Yokohama. 


by his counsel F, Lowber, 
Barrister at law. 


To which Mr. Kirkwood put in the follow- 
ing reply :— 

1.—The defendant admits the truth of 
articles Nos. 1, 2,3 and 4 in the plaintiff's 
petition but requests this honorable court 
that he may be called upon to produce either 
the original or a copy of the bill of sale men- 
tioned in paragraph 4. 

2.—The defendant denies the truth of the 
charges contained in paras. 5, 6, and 7 of 
the plaintiff's petition and demands that 
the ten bonds mentioned therein may bo 
deposited in court so that he may know their 
numbers. 

3.—The defendant admits the truth of the 
charge contained in paragraph 8, of the poti- 
tion. 

4,—The plaintiff asserts that the furniture 
of the Grand Hotel was put up for sale by 
him in the month of Jone 1878, but that the 
sale was made with the consent and approval 
of Frederick Victor Dickins orfe of the per- 
sons mentioned in the fourth paragraph of 
the said petition and with the consent of all 
the debenture holders with the exception of 
John Grigor the other person mentioned in 
paragraph 4, and his brother John M. 
Grigor. 

5.—The said John Grigor had then in his 
possession 18 debentures but he and the said 
F. V. Dickins as well as the other debenture 
holders have given full quittance to the 
defendant for the proceeds of the sale and 
his discharge for everything concerned in 
the sale. 

6.—It will be seen that all the furniture in 
the Grand Hotel belonged to F. V. Dickins 
and John Grigor by virtue of a bill of sale 
and that they alone can proceed against the 
defendant for an illegal seizure of the said 
forniture and that the plaintiff in this suit 
has no legal right to claim possession of the 
said furniture or to receive any proceeds of 
its gale. 

The defendant therefore prays this court 
that plaintiff may be ordered to pay the 
sum of $750 to defray damages and interest. 

After some arguments between counsel tho 
court retired, and after a brief interval 
returned and gave the following 


JUDGMENT. 


Considering thut the production of the bill 
ef sale referred to in art. 4 of the petition of 
the plaintiff is necessary for the instruction 
of the court. Considering arts. 51 and 52 
of the Netherlands law of July 1871 and 


especially art. 133 of the code of civil pro- 
cedure of the Netherlands, the court orders 
the plaintiff to produce at his own cost the 
copy of the said bill of sale. 

‘urther as to the deposit for coste, da- 
mages, and interest, considering art 152 of 
the same law and art 21 of the law of 27 
July 1871 where it is held that all foreigners 
bringing an action before 2 Datch conrt 
must deposit a certain amonnt to meet the 
costs, damages and interest, ix which they 
eventually could be condemned if so request- 
ed by the defendant, the court decides that 
a further sum of two hundred dollars shall 
be deposited with the court by the plaintiff. 
The next hearing of the case will take place 
on Wednesday next, 2nd. Nov., at 10 am. 
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Before the court rose Mr. Lowder asked 
that Mr. Bourne’s evidence might be taken 
as it was of some importance, 

William Bourne, auctioneer, sworn said 
he remembered receiving instructions during 
the month of June 1878 to sell the furniture 

‘in the Grand Hotel from Mr. von Hemert 
and afterwards from Mr. Dickins who signed 
for the majority of the debenture holders. 
The letter containing the order he believed 
was deposited in the English court. Wit- 
ness did not think he could get the letter 
back. Cannot remember the exact contents 
of the letter. Sold the furniture of the 
Grand Hotel and handed the net proceeds 
to Mr. von Hemert. 

By Mr. Kirkwood :—I sold the premises 
and the furniture in one lot on the same day 
and rendered the account sale accordingly in 
the sum of $21,000. Prior to the sale the 
furniture was valued at $5,000. I expressed 
an opinion that the furniture would fetch a 
better price if sold on the premises. I had 
instructions from Mr. von Hemert to sell the 
premises. 

The court was then adjourned until Wed- 
nosday next 2nd. November at 10 a.m. 


In H. B. M.’s Court ror Japan. 


Before Russert Ropertson, Esq., Act. Judge. 
Saturday, 29th. October, 1881. 
Cuarke v. JAFFRAY. 


This was adjourned from the 14th. inst., 
when the plaintiff moved for a new trial and 
decision was reserved. 

Mr. Kirkwood appeared for the defendant 
and objected to the affidavits filed by the 
plaintiff on the ground that they were not 
framed in accordance with existing regula- 
tions. He pointed out several instances in 
which they were defective and said that 
althongh Mr. Clarke had every chance given 
him to comply with the law he had failed to 
do so. 

The learned council then read several 
sections of the Act of Parliament relative to 
the taking of affirmations and submitted that 
the court had no option but to refuse the 
application fora rehearing as it had nota 
tittle of evidence before it to satisfy it that 
the Japanese affirmations had been made in 
conformity with the law and customs of the 
land and that as affirmations they do not 
comply with the requirements of English 
procedure relative to the evidence of persons 
who object to take an oath. 

His Honor admitted that the affidavits of 
Messrs. Kuchler and Clarke were defective 
and must be amended. He gave the plain- 
tiff leave to produce new ones, which must 
be filed before the Ist Nov. 

Mr. Kirkwood gave the plaintiff verbal 
notice that the attendance of the deponents 
would be required to prove the authenticity 
of the documents. 

. The court then adjourned. 


A curious experiment, it is stated, is being 
tried in several oorps of the Rossian army. 
This consists in the introdaction of dogs 
instend of men as sontries. For this duty 
the wolf dog of the Ural Mountains is found 
most suitable, as this animal will growl at 
tl e presence of an intruder, instead,of barking 
outright, and thus inciting all the dogs in 
camp to do likwise.—Z\mes of India. 


YOKOHAMA. 


(Hongkong Daily Press Correspondent.) 

There is a rumour, but of very doubtfal 
character, that the renowned Mr. E. H. 
House, formerly known here in connection 
with that scorrilous but now defanct publi- 
cation the Tokio Times, is trying hard to 
obtain the post of United States Consul at 
this port, possibly to be once more among his 
uomerons (?) friends. It is questionable, 
however, whetber there is an American 
either in Yokohama or Tokio who would con- 
sider that individual worthy of representing 
his nationality in any shape or form, and it is 
generally thought that the authorities at 
Washington will hesitate to appoint a person 
of Mr. House’s well known proclivities to 
such an important position. 


That compulsory registering one's self at 
the British Consulate every twelve months is 
still a bone of contention with some. Not 
for the $5 one has to pay each time, brt all 
Britishers consider it (and very justly too) a 
most obnoxious and unnecessary compulsion. 
At times, it is enforced under rather peculiar 
circumstances, as the following case will 
show, and it would have been more to the 
credit of the Consular official concerned if 
the matter had never beon brought forward. 
Mr. Martin Dohmen (a native of Holland by 
the way) acting as Her Britannic Majesty’s 
Consul at this port, has thought fit to show 
what is considered petty spite toward one of 
our leading and most esteemed residents. In 
May last year, Mr. Edward Whittall went home 
for a trip and returned in August of the 
present year. Soon after his arrival, the 
above named astute official indited a letter to 
that gentleman requesting him to register 
himself forthwith. In reply, Mr. Whittall 
said that as any one arriving towards the 
end of the year was generally allowed to wait 
until the commencement of a new year before 
registering, he thought himself entitled to 
the same consideration and would therefore 
wait (with the Consul’s permission) antil 
then, when he would go dhesagh the neces- 
say form. However, the Acting Consul could 
uot see the force of the argument and issued 
@ summons accordingly. The case was tried 
before Mr. Russell Robertson (who is virtual- 
ly Consul here but at present Acting Jndge 
of H. M.’s Provincial Court in place of Judge 
Rennie, absent o: Icave), and Mr. Dohmen 
occupied a seat on the bench. In explaining 
his reasons to the Court for not complying 
with Mr. Dohmen’s request, Mr. Whittall 
pointed out the fact that there were a good 
many others who had arrived before him but 
who had not been called on to register them- 
selves, and he thought it unfair that he 
should be the only one selected out of the 
number and bo forced, maliciously, to con- 
form with Mr. Acting Consul’s order. Mr. 
Robertson said if Mr. Dohmen felt satisfied 
with the explanation, he would dismiss the 
case, but Mr. Acting Consn] Dohmen wanted 
to show off his dignity and was not eatisfied. 
The Court therefore ordered Mr. Whittall, to 
pay costs and register himself, against which 
that gentleman most properly gave notice of 
appeal and asked that, as the proceedings 
taken were malicious, whether he could bring 
the matter forward in that light. His 
Honour suggested that he should mention it 
in his sppeth The sooner Mr. Dohmen 
retorns from whence he came (Tokio) the 
better; this community will greatly appre- 
ciate his absence, 


One of the native papers says a great re- 
form (P) has been recently made in the Miten 
Bishi Company in cutting down their em- 
ployés’ salaries in the following proportion = 
—Wages of more than yen 200, two-thirds ; 
Yen 100, one-half; Yen 50, one-third; Yen 30, 
one-fourth ; by which the Company can save 
Yen 20,000 annually. This (which ap 
to be a move in a doubtful direction) looks 
very much as if the Company was ina 
similar position to some of our local public 
institutions, and it can hardly be doubted 
that many of the vessels are a continual drag 
on the Company’s resources to pay ranning 
expenses, as the ridiculously small 
they often take away and return which cannot 
even pay for the coal consumed. Mr. Frede- 
tick Krebs, the Foreign Director, is absent 
on an inspecting tour to some of the Com- 
pany’s branchés, which probably accounts 
for the complaints of the laxity shown lately 
at the Head office. 


There is a rumour of a change as likely to 
take place in the Foreign Diplomatic circle 
in this country, namely, that Mr. Bingham, 
the present American Minister, is leaving for 
home, and is to be succeeded by General Van 
Buren, now United Stated Consul-General 
here. It would give universal satisfaction 
to the many friends of the General to see him 
occupy that important position which he is 
so eminently fitted to fill in every respect. 
No previous official has ever filled the United 
States Consolar chair at this port with so 
much grace and dignity na the present learn- 
ed getleman, and in the event of his promo- 
tion, the Consular Service will lose one of its 
brightest ornaments, only, however, to shine 
in a wider field of usefulness—usefulness on 
behalf of the country he 80 worthily repre- 
sents. 


DESTRUCTIVE FLOODS AT HAIPHONG 

We learn that on the 8th. October a 
typhoon visited Haiphong and Tallee, causing 
terrible destruction and loss of life. The 
wind blew with tremendous violence, and the 
heavy sea flooded the whole of the surround- 
ing country. In Tallee there were six feet 
of water in the honses three and four miles 
distant from the sea shore. The current 
was so strong that it swept away the entire 
town, the number of person drowned being 
estimated at over 3,000. The paddy fields 
throughout the district have been completel 
ruined. A large number of the boats whic! 
convey the rice from the interior of the con- 
try’ to Hnipbong have been sunk, and others 
have had their cargoes damaged. It is re- 
ported ‘that the value of the rice lost and 
damaged will amount to over $300,000. At 
Haiphong two pilot boats foundered, one of 
the pilots and his crew being drowned. 


TotaL Loss or tHe “ Quinta.”—We have 
received information that the steamer Quinta, 
about which so mach anxiety has been felt, 
has at last been discovered to bea total wreck 
on the Island of Taichow, Tinhosa, after 
anchoring for shelter in a typhoon but we 
aro glad to have to record that no lives have 
been lost. The Kang-chi wont down to Tai- 
chow on Sunday (16th. October) to bring up 
the wrecked people, two of whom had walked 
overland to Hoihow to report the ship’s posi- 
tion. One man, a European, says the natives 
looted the cargo and set fire to the ship, but 
the other, a Chinaman, says the fire occurred 
accidentally. The Commissioner of Customs 
and Harbour-Master at Hoihow, have gone 
to the wreck. —Hongkong Telegraph. 
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About noon yesterda 
U. 8. 8. Ashuelot steame 


eo many friends among the foreign com- 
munity during their residence, that a very 
general feeling of regret will bo felt at the 
vessel's departure. It would be unjust to the 
ship’s company of the Ashuelot to omit men- 
tion of the extremely creditable manner in 
which the men behaved while in this port, as 
their condact has as far as we can learn been 
quite exceptional. 

While bes some important alterations 
were effected in the Ashuelot by Messrs. E. C. 
Kirby & Co., and we understand the work 
elicited the unqualified commendations of 
the officers, which speaks well for the re- 
markable facilities—for this part of the world 

by the Kobe Iron Works. 
he Ashuelot proceeds to Tientsin vid 
Nagauaki, and after passing the winter there 
will probably return to Kobe for the summer. 


The example of the Yokobama Japanese 
silk brokers appears to be exciting the emula- 
tion of the Kobe traders, in foreign goods. 
Ie the Osaka Nipyo it is stated that the local 
dealers are contemplating forming a guild 
to monopolise and control the import busi- 
ness. This, as we pointed out when the: 
Yokohama guild was first mooted, is the! 
inevitable outcome of the northern associa-| 
tion, and if the foreign silkmen are com-| 
pelled to accede to the conditions attempted 
to be imposed on them, the merchante of 
Kobe may prepare either to combat cognate 
attem to rule trade, or seek some means 
to lig as far as practicable the coming 
burden.— Hiogo News. 


D higping. 
ARRIVALS. 


Oct. 20, Jap. str. Chishima-Maru, Walker, —, from 
the North, General, to M. B. Co. 

Oct. 21, Jap. str. Sumida-Maru, Hubenet, 896, from 
Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 

Oct. 31, H. B. M. Corvette Bacchante, Right Hon. 
Lord Charles T. M. D. Scott, 16-guns, 4,180 tons, 


Oct. 21, H. B. M. Corvette Carysfort, Henry F, 
Stephenson, C.B., 14-guna, 220 men. 2,880 tons, 
2,400 er from Brisbane, 20th Ang. and Fiji; 

Oot. 21, H. B. M. Frigate Inconstant, Charles C. P: 
Fitagerald, bearing the Flag of J’ear Adméral 
Right Hon. the Earl of Clanwilliam, C.B., 16-gaue; 
5,780 tovs, 7.840 H.P., 560 men, from Brisbane, 
20th Aug., and Fiji, 10th Sept. 

Oct. 21, H B. M. Corsetie Cleopatra, Francis 
Dorrant, 14-gune, 245 men, 2,880 tons, 3,610 H.T., 
from Brisbane, 20th Aug., and Fiji, 10th Sept. 

Oct. 22, H. B. M. sloop Pegasus, Comd. Day, 1,197 
tons, 6-guns, 940 H.P., 120 men, from a oruise. 

Oct. 22, H. B. M. Corvette Tourmaline, Robert P. 
Dennistown, 12-guns, 238 men, 2,1] U tons, 1,970 
H.P., from Brisbane, 20th Aug., aud Fiji, 10tb 


Sept. 
Oot. 28, Jap. str. Tokio-Meru, Swain, 2,119, from 
Shanghai and porta, Mails and General, to M. B, 


Oct. 24, Jap. str. Nisgata-Moru, Wynn, 1,608, from 
Hongkong via Kobe, Mails and Geseral, to M. B. 


Oct, 24, Am. str. City of Peking, Berry, 5,079, from 
Hong.ong, Mails au:i General, to I’. M. Co. 

Oot..24, Am. gunboat: Swatara, Commander Simpson, 
1,800 tons, — .P., from Nagasaki. 
Oot, 25, Jap. str. Kokonoye- Maru, Ditblefeen, 3,193, 
from Hakodate, M ails and General, to M. B. Co. 
Oct. 25, H. B. M. surveying-vessel Flying Fish, 
Lieat.-Com. Hoskyn, 4-guns, 836 H.P., 78 men, 
from Hakodate, 

Got. 25, Jap. str, Hiogo-Maru, Walker, 896, from 
Kobe, Maile and General, to M. 8, Co. 

Oct, 26, Brit. barg. Charlwood, Hisoooks, 887, from 
ondon, June jst, General, to A. Reimers & Co, 


(Oct. 27th.) the| 
out of port after a 
stay of almost six months. The officers made 


Oct. 26, Brit. str. Castello, Coates, 1,485, from Kobe, 
General, to Smith, Baker & Co. 

Oct. 27, Jap. str. Nagoya-Maru, Walker, 1,914, from 
Shanghai and ports, Mails aud General, to M. B. 
Cc 


Oo: 
Oct. 28, Jap. str. Wakanoura-Maru, Christensen, 
1,300, from Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 
Oct. 29, Brit. str. Oceanic, Metcalfe, 3,:00, from 
twn Francisco, Mails and General, ts O. & O. Co. 
Oct. 31, Brit. str. Sunda, Reevos, 1,704 from Hong- 
kong via Nagasaki, Mails and Geners!, to P. & O. 
Ce 


/O- 

Oct. 81, Brit. barq. Royal Tar, J. Graves, 598, from 
Newcastle, N.S.W., Coals and General, to Walsb, 
Hall & Co. 

Oct. 31, Jap. str. Suminoye-Maru, Frahm, 858, from 
Hakodate, Muile and General, to M. K. Co. 

Oct. 81, Jap. str. Akitsushima-Maru, Frahm, 1,148, 
from Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. Co 

Nov. 1, Jap. barg. Awajishima-Maru, Creighton, 
660. from Nagasaki, Coals, to M. B. Co. 

Nov. 1, Jap. str. Toyoshima-Maru. Hubbard, 598, 
from Nagasaki, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 
Nov. 2, German corvette Stosch, Capt. 'lane, 8,000 
tons, 16 guns, #0 men, from Cheefow via Amoy. 
Nov. 2, Ger. barq. Pallas, Lueders, 493, from Hako- 

date, (ot. 26th, Geveral, to lida Kamekitchi. 

Nov. 2, Am. sobr. Otter, Littlejohn, 74, trom Kurile 
Islands, Skins to J. E. Collyer. 

Nov. 4, Brit. str. Bengloe, Webster, 1,198, from 
London, via Hongkong, General, to Mourilyan, Hei- 
man & Co. 

Nov. 4, Froh. str. Tanais, Reynier, 1,785, from 
Hongkong, Mails and General, to M. M. Ce. 

Nov. 4, Jap. str. Genkai-Maru, Conner, 1,917, fiom 
shanghai and ports, Mails and General, to M. B. 
Co. 


Nov. 6, Brit. etr. Gaelic, Kidley, 2,704, from Hong- 
kong, Mails and General, to O. & O. Uo. 

Nov. 7, Jap. str. Takasago-Mars, Young, 1,280, from 
Hongkong via Kobe, Mails and Gentral, to M. BL 
Co. 

Nov. 7, Am. ship Annie W. Weston, Winsor, 740, 
from Newcastle, N.S.W., 16th Sept., Coals, to 
Walsh, Hall & Oo. 


DEPARTURES. 


Oct. 19, Jap. str. Hiogo-Maru, Walker, 896, for 
Kobe, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co, 


Oct. 19, H. B. M. sorew-sloop Albatross, Comd. 
Errington, 727 tone, 4-guve, 838 H.P., 125 men, for 
Shanghai via Kobe. : 

Oct. 19, Jap. str. Hiroshima-Marw, Haswell, 1,870, 
for Shanghai and porte, Mails aud General, des- 
patched by M. B. Co. 

Oct. 21, Brit. str. Malacca, Weighell, 1,709, for 
Hongkong via Hiogo and Nagasaki, Mails and 
General, despatohed by P. & O. Co. 

Oct. 23, Am. ship J. A. Thomson, Rogers, 1,844, for 
Victoria, Ballast, despatchod by Adamson, Bell & 


Co. 

Oot. 22, Brit. str. Alionower, Murray, 1,611, for 
Kobe, General, despatched by Smith, Baker & Co. 

Oct. 22, Jap. str. Kumamoto-Maru, Drummond, 
1,240, for Hakodate, Mails and General, des- 
patched by BI. B. Co. 

Oct. 22, Jap. str. Wakunoura-Maru, Christensen, 


1,80, for Kobe, Mails and General, despatched 


by M. B. Co. 

Oct. 24, Jap. str. Tamawra-Moru, Carrew, 658, for 
Hakodate, Maile and General, despatched by M. 
B. Co. 

Oct. 24, Brit. str. Breconshire, Williams, 1,265, for 
Kobe via Yukosuku, General, despatched by Adam. 
son, Bell & Co. 

Oct. 24, Hrit, barq. Raven, Veal, 858, for Hiogo, Bal- 
last, despatched by Order. 


1 Oct. 24. Jap. str. Sumida-Maru, Hubenet, 806, for 


Hiogo, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. 


Co. 
Oct. 26, Am. str. City of Peking, Berry, 6.79, for 
San Francisco, Mails and Generel, despatched by 


P. M. Co. 

Oct. 26, Jap. str. Tokio-Maru, Swain, 2,119, for 
Shanghai and ports, Mails and General, des 
patched by M. B. Co. 


Oct. 28, Am. ehip Lucile, A. Talbot, 1,894, for San 
Francisco, Tea, despatched by John Middleton. 

Oct. 28, Jap. barq. Kanagawa-Moru, Eokatrand, 
1,104, for Nagasaki, Ballast, despatched by M. B. 
Co. 

Oct. 29, Froh. atr. Volga, Guirand, 1,502, for Hong- 
kong, &c., Mails and General, despatched by M. 
M, Co. 

Cot. 20, Jap. str, Hiogo-Maru, Walker, 896, for 
on Mails acd General, despatched by al, 

‘J 


Oct. 29, Jap. etr. Nokonoye-Maru, Dithlefeen, 1,133, 
for Hakodate, Mails and General, despatched by 
M. B. Co. 

Oot. 29, Jap. atr. Sumida-Waru, Hubenet, 896, for 
Hongkong via Kobe, Mails and Geueral, des- 
patched by M. B. Co. 

Oct. 80, Jap. barq. Kiinokunt-Maru, Nichols, 960, 
for Navasaki, Bal ast, despatched by M. B. Co. 

Oct. 31, Brit. ship Lawrence Delap, Groves, 1,655, 
for San Francisco, Ballast, despatched by Jardine, 
Matheson & Co. 

Oct. 31, Brit. str. Oceanic, Metcalfe, 3,700, for 
Hongkong, Mails and General, despatched by 
O. & O. Co. 

Nov. 1, H. B. M. Frigate Inconstant Charles C. 
P. Fitzgerald, bearing the Flag of Rear Admiral 
Right Hon. the Earl of Clanwilliam, O.8., 16-guns, 
8.780 tons, 7,840 H.P., 560 men, for Kobe. 

Nov. 1, H. RB. M. Corve'te Cleopatra, Francis Dar- 
rant, 14-guns, 245 men, 2,880 tons, 2,610 H.P., 
for Kobe, 

Nov. 1, H B. M. Corvette Carysfort, Henry P. 
Stepheneon, C.B., 14-gans, 220 men, 2880 tons, 
2,400 H.P., for Kobe. 

Nov. ], H. B. M. Corvette Tourmaline, Robert P. 
Dennistown, 12-guns, 238 men, 2,120 tons, 1,970 
H.P., for Kobe. 

Nov. 1, H. B. . Corvette Bacchante, Right Hon. 
Lord Charles T. M. D. Scott, 16-guns, 4,180 tons, 
5,420 H.P., for Kobe. 

Nov. 2, Jap. str. Wakanoura-Maru, Christensen, 
aioe for Kobe, Mails and General, despatched by 

. B. Co. 

Nov. 2, Jap. str. Nagoya-Maru, Walker, 1,914, for 
Shanghai and ports, Mails and General, des- 
petched by M. B. Co. 

Nov. 2, Jap. str. Akitsushima-Maru, Frahm, 1,148, 
for Kobe, Mails and General, despatched by. M. B. 
Co. 


Nov. 2, H. B. M. despatch-vessel Vigilant, Lieut.- 
Comd. Lindsay, 985 tons, 2-gans, 1,815 H.P., 60 
men, for Shanghui. 

Nov. 8, Brit. str. Sunda, Reeves, 1,704, for Hong- 
kong via Hiogo and Nagasaki, Mails and General, 
despatched by P. & O. Co. 

Nov. 4, Jap. str. Suminoye-Maru, Frahm, 858, for 
arene Mails and General, despatched by M. 

. Co. 

Nov. 4, H. B. M. gun-hoat Zephyr, Lieut.-Comd. 
Pollard, 4-guns, 534 H.P., 60 men, for Kobe. 

Nov. 7, Jap. str. Toyoshima-Mare, Hubbard, 598, for 
ean Mails and General, despatched by M. 

Nov. 8, Brit. str. Castello, Coates, 1,488, for New 
York via Japan and China ports, Tea and General, 
despatched by Smith, Baker & Co. 


PASSENGERS. 


Per Jap. str. HéroshimesMaru, for Shanghai and 
porte :—Mr. and Mrs. Converce, Revd. H. Loomis, 
Miss Spencer, Mrs, and Miss Eady, Mrs. Veile, 
Messrs. R. Soott, B. O. Scott, M. Ginsburg, M. M. 
Bair, W. H. Horeeman, C. B. Lewis, H. M. Talbot, 
Otto Reimers, 10 Japanese and 2 Coreans in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Sumida-Mars from Kobe :—800'Ja- 
panese in steerage. 

Per Brit. str. Malacoa, for Hongkong :—Dr. 
Samuel Kneeland, Lieut. W. 8. Levett, General aud 
Mrs. Mitohell, Mr. BR. SoCard, Mr. and Mrs, 
Townley, Mr. H. Thomsen and Mrs. Hurst in cabin ; 
1 Indian and 6 Chinese in steerage. 

Per Jap. str. Tokio-Maru, from ‘Shanghai and 
ports :—Mrs. M. F. Crawford, Mrs. Tolands, Mr. and 
Mrs. Carter and 3 children, Mons. Tony Contes, 
Bishop C. M. Williams, Messrs. Lorensten, K. 
Ho bain, D. M. Henderson, A. Landells, O. Hopper, 
H. H. Toland, Frelut, Masfen, Geo. Sales, and 7 
Japanese in cabin; 2 Kuropeans, 8 Vhinese and 117 
Japanese in steerave. For San Franoisoo: Mr. W. 
H, Tattie iu cabin, 

Per Am. str. City of Peking from Wongkong for 
San Franoisco:—Mesers. C. J. Stock, E. J. Louvard, 
J. F. MoLeod; 2 Europeans and 1,013 Chine:e in 
steerage 

Per Jap. str. Nitgata-Maru {.m Hongkong via 
Kobe:—Mr. C. Andrade, v.s.n., Dr. W. Owen, Ra. 
Mr. 8. H. Vacker, Mr. Ed. Gourman, Capt. Black, 
Mics Belmont and 1 Japanese in cabin ; and 1 Euro. 
pean, 8 Chinese and 9% Japavere in steerage. 

Per Brit. str. Breconshire, for Kobe via Yokosuka 1 
—Mr. F. White. 

Per Jap. str. Kokonoye-Maru from Hakodate :— 
318 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Jap. str. Aiogo-Maru from Kobe:—Mr. F, 
Krebs in cabin. 

Per Jep. str. Toyoshima-Marw from Nagasekii~ 


2 Japenese in a 
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Per Am. atr. City of Peking. for San Frap isco:— 
Mrs. P. Thornton, Messrs. C. J. Stook, E. J. Longard, 
J. F. McLeod, J. R. Stevens and L. D. Cooper in 
cabin; 4 Europeans and 999 Chivese in ateerayo. 
For New York: Mrs. M. T. Crawford, Rev. J. C. 
Carter, wife and 2 children, Messrs. C. Audrade, 
U.8.N., W. H, Tottie. and W. H. Robertson in cabin. 
For Liverpool: Rev. A. H. Barrow. Messrs. M. loeb, 
M. C. Billier, and Edwin Gamman in cabin. For 
Glasgow : Mr. B. Lilley and child in cabin. 

P Per Brit. str. Castello, from Kobe :—200 Jnpauese 
in al f 

Per Jap. str. Jokio-Maru, for Shanghai nnd ports : 
—Revd. J. MacCormich, Doctor E. H. Green, U8 N., 
Messrs. D. M. Henderson, A. [andells, J. H. 
Maclehose, Geo. H. Earle and 6 Japanese in cabin, 

Per Jap. str. Nagoya-Maru, from Shanghai and 
ports:—Mrs. Masfen. Count Nicolas Seebach and 
servant, Captain Burdis, Captuin Frank, Revd. T. 
T. Alexander; Revd. C. F. Warren, Revd. H. Loomis, 
Dr. J. C. Berry, Dr. G@. Maget, Messrs. P. Le 
La re and rervant Sim, Mucphersou, Hall, 
Gillingham, Host, lors, Fraser, Wiggins, Hagiue, 
Allen, Winckler, You Nuno Yuen and 10 Japanese 
in cabin; 200 Japanese, 2 Europeans and 2 Chinese 
in steerage. 

Per Jap. str. Wakanoura-Jaru, from Kobo :—Mr. 
BE. 0. Kirby, 7 Japanese and 10 Coreans in cabin ; 
and 170 Japanese in steeraye. 

Per Frob. str. Volga, for Hongkong; Messrs. 
Alen Gay, Van Delden, Edward H. Hill A. Berry, 
E. Serres, A. Ricquier, Van Ryn; and ono Indian. 

Per Brit. str. Oceanic, from San Francisco :— 
Dr. V. B. Hubbard, u.s.a., Sir Jamea Wunin, Revd. 
J. H. Laughlin’ and wife, Mis: M. E. Reade, Revi. 
J.B. Porter, Dr. H. R. Smith und wife, Miss Ida 
BR. Tiffany, Miss Shigo Negni, Revd. Geo. F. Fitch 
and family, Miss Luis Wakayama, Messrs. F. B. 
Windham, RB. Howell Brown, H. Delacamp, W. S. 
Patterson, A. M. Eckford, J. R. Martin, v.s.n., T. 
J, MacDopal, B. F. Gubelman, v.8.v., Geo. J. 
Helland, A. MoLaggan, S. Yonehi, J. B. Willes, 
E. B. Willes, Fravcis Skenachus, and 28 Chinese 
Students in cabin; 1 European in steerage. For 
Hongkong: Mra, A. (ub-r and family, Mrs. God- 
win, Messrs. Gilbert, Wm. Davenport, and Henry 
Green in cabiu ; $26 Chinese in steerage. 

“Per Jap. str. Sumita-Maru for Hongkong vin 
Kobe :—5 Japanese in cabin. 

Per Brit. str. Sunda, from Hongkong via Naga- 
saki :—Revd. Mr. nnd Mrs. Booth and child, Messrs. 
E. Chastel, J. Reid ; and eivht Chinese on deck. 

Per Jap. str. Suminoye-Maru from Hakodate:— 
Miss Holmes, Mrs. Schluter and Mr. Boyd and 4 
Japanese in cabin ; nnd 150 Japanese in stecraze. 

Per Jap. str. Akitsushima-Maru, from Kobe :— 
Messrs. F. E. White, Morris, and Morton in cabin ; 
120 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Jap. str. Nagoya-Maru, for Shany hai:—Mr. 
and Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Eckford, Mr. T. J. MacDonald, 
Revd. J.D. Fitoh, wife and 8 ohildren. Dr. Smith 
and wife, Miss J. Tiffoey, Revd. J. H. Langhliu and 
wife, Master Chiattaoye, Mr. Talant, Mr. ‘Trube, 
two Japanese, and 24 Chinese students in the 
cabin. For Nagasaki: Mr. !elland in the cabin. 
For Kobe: Messrs. D. Fraser. A.C. Sim, Gilling- 
ham, Pors, Kelto, Tack Ching, J. M. Martin, 8. T. 
Gublemen, R. B. Cuthberts:, J. Payne, J. R. Hail, 
©. F. Warren, C. Hopper, E. C. hirby, Dr. Hub- 
bard, and 5 Japanese in the cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Genkai-Maru, from Shanghai and 
ports :—Paymaster and Mrs. Harris, Mr. and Mrs. 
J. M. Grigor, Mr. and Mrs. Rasch ard five children, 
Messrs. F. B. Sherman, 1. L. Fobes, Geo. Thyen. 
Hbaza, Mulder, E. Bonger, Blum, Yen Sen Ben, 
and 10 Japanese in cabin; 3 Europeans, 8 Chinese 
and 195 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Freh. str. Tanais, from Hongkong :—Messrs. 
Kellner, Hoizume, Yokoyama, Mecizuno, Suti-Ki- 
Chinda, Yokogawa, Sanda, Mori un! Mrs. Winter 
in cabin. 

Per Brit. str. Sunda for Hongkony via Nagasnki: 
—Mrs. Bellasis. Mra. Choy Chee, Mra. Quan Yue 
and infant, Mr. and Mrs. Haffenden and 2 children, 
Mr. and Mra. G. Lewis, Mr. and Mrs. Collins, Mrs. 
H. Rhees and servant, Mrs. Ashigawa and servant, 
Mrs. Chaste]. Tieut. and Mrs. Barclay, Mr. J P. 
Reid, Mrs. Y.i: Kui Peng, Mr. and Mre. Keep, Mr. 
E. Marcus, Sir. W. Owen in cabiu; and 11 Chinese 
in steerage. 

Per Brit. str. Gaelic, from Tongkong :—Miss 
Cameron, Dr. Willis, Mr. Noel Trotter Baron von 
Geatroitz in cabin. Fos San Frencisco: Messre, 
A. Weguiss, G. 0. Tobey, H. M. Kelly and Capt. L. 
Montgomery in cabin ; and 400 Chinese in steerage. 

Per Jap. str. Takasago-Maru, from Hongkong via 
Kobe :—Mcssrs. Faber, Kayser, and 2 Japanese in 
cabin; 149 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Am. ship Annie W. Weston, from Newcastle. 


REPORTS. 


Tie Japanere ste:mer Sumida-Maru reports :— 
Left Kobe at 10 p.m. 18th inst. Experienced strong 
N.E. wiuds with thick rainy weather throughont. 
Arrived 20th. inst. : 


The Japanese steamer Tokio-Maru reports: - Left 
Kobe at midnight 20th iust. Experi-nced first part 
fresh N.W. winds with fine weather to Ovoshima 
when we pissed U. 8. 8S. Swatara bound up; thence 
to port light N.E. and fine. Arrived at 10.30 a.m. 
22nd inst. 


The American steamer City of Peking reports: - 
Left Hougkon: Oct. 16th with 23 packages of m 
and 604 tong cargo for Yokohama for San Fr 
cisco 1,420 tons cargo. Uad strong N.E. wiuds 
with heavy sea. 


The Japanese steamer Niigata-Maru reports :— 
Left Kobe 6 p.m. 22nd. Experienced N.W. winds 
with clear weather through Kii Channel hence to 
port fresh N.E. with windy weathor. Arrived at 
8 a.m. 24th, passace 36 hours. 

The Jnpanese steamer Kokonoye-Maru reports :— 
Left Hakodate at 6 p.m. 22nd inst. Kxperienced 
strong N.W. winds aud «quails to Cape Kuro; 
thence to light variable winds accompanied with 
rain and thick fog. Arrived at 7 a.m. 25th. Passage 
61 hours. 

The Japanese steamer Miogo-Maru reports :—Left 
Kobe at 3.30 p.m. 23rd inet. Experisuced E.N.E. 
winds with cloudy weather to Rock Island; th 
to port frosh N E. wind with heavy swell and rain. 
Arrived 10.45 a.m. 25th inst. 


The British barque Charlwovd , reports :—Left 
Lon-ion June Ist. Had the usual weather to the 
Equator which was crossed in 29° W. Longitude. 
July 2nd thirty days out had strong S.E. trades 
well to the Southward followed by N.E. to S.E. 
gales with thick rainy weather. Passed Meridian 
Cape of Good Hope in 38° E. Long. August 4th 
65 days out; here we encountered strong gales from 
S.W. with high sea during which shipped large 
quantities of water smashed skylights, fillin oabin 
and sail room with water doing considerable dam- 
axe to furniture, etc. Took the S,E. trades in 25 of 
S. Lat. Sept. Ist which continued till our arrival 
at Avjer which we passed Sept. 7th 99 days ont to 
Pulo Xapata, fair breeze with favourable weather 
13 days from Java Head; here the S.W. monsoon 
ailed ua und in remaiuing part of China sea adverse 
gales and calm weather were experienced, had E. 
to N. winds through lashee Uhannel which con- 
tiuned till arrival. Passed Rock Island on Sunday, 
23rd inst., where we took lilot; thence to port 
a succession of strong N.N.K. gales with thick 
rainy weather. Arrived on Wednesday 28rd inst. 
Passage 147 days. 

The British steamer Castello reports :—Left Kobe 
at. 10 p.m. 24th inst. Experienced light East wind 
with heavy swell from South to Vo-sima; thence 
to port strong N.E. winds and cloudy weather 
Arrived 1.30 p.m. 2th inst, Passage 349 hours. 
Passed 8, 8. Breconshire oft Omaisaki ateering South. 

The Jap. str. Nogoya-Maru reports :—Left Kobe 
6 pm. :5th inst. Experienced E. N. E. winds and 
fine weather from Rock Island fresh breeze. Ar 
rived at 6 a.m. 27th. passage 36 hours. 


The Japanese steamer Wakanoura- Varu reports : 
—Left Kube at 6 a.m. 27th inst. Experienced light 
variable winds with swell frem S.E. and fine 
plearant weather throughout. Arrived at 2 p.m. 
28th inst. Passage 31 hours. 


The British steamer Oceanic reports :—Left San 
Francisco Oct. 8th at 8 p.m. Moderate variable 
wiuds aud fine until the 18tl; therce to 2th strong 
head winds and high seas; to port strong to mode- 
rate variable winds and svn 


The Britich barque foyal Var :eports: Left New- 
castle, N.S.W., Sept. 5th. Experienced strong South, 
S.K. and S8.W. winds to N.W. end of New Caledonia ; 
from 10° 8. Lat. to 10° N. Lat. light variab'e 
winds and oalms with fine weather; afterwards 
moderate N.E. wiuds. Made Vries Island Monday, 
Oct. 24th; from thence to-port light N.E. winds 
and calms with strong adverse current. Arrived at 
8 p.m. last evening, Oct. 3lst. Passage 55 days. 


The Japanese steamer Suminoye-Maru reports :— 
Left Hakodate, 28th inet. 7.30 p.m. Experienced 
Strong South wind with heavy sea to Kinkasan 
hence to port North wind fresh with clear weather. 
Arrived at 3.30 p.m., 8lst. Passage 68 hours. 


The British steamer Sunda reports :—Left Hong- 
kong, Oct. 20th 1 p.m. Experienced a very beavy 


N.8.W. i-My. and Mrs, Roott and one obild, 


N. K. monsoon gale with tremendous sea and oloudy 


werther. Arrived at Nagasaki, Oct. 27th, 8.20 p.m. 
Left. Nagasaki 28th at 11.15 a.m, via Inland sea fine 
weather and strouy N. W. wiud to Yokohama Oct. 
31-t, 8.32 a.m. Passage 4 days. 

The Jananeve steamer Akitsushima- Maru, reports : 
—Left Kobe at 1 a.m. on the 30th. October. Ex- 
perienced strong N.W. wind with clear weather to 
Rock Island, hence to port light variable winds 
and smoth sea. Arrived in Yokohama at 1.30 p.m. 
on the 8lat, Passage, 36 hours. 

The Japanese steamer Zoyoshima-Mare reports .— 
Left Nagasaki 5 p.m. 29th Oct. Experienced mode- 
rate N. W. wind witi fine weather throughout. Ar- 
rived at 4 p.m. 1st. Vassaye 7! hours. 


The German barque /allus reports :—Left Hake. 
date at 8 a.m. 26th Oct. Experienced N. winds 
and calm weather first part; afterwards strung 
S.W. winds till 3ist Ooct.; thence to port strong 
N.E. winds with clear weather. Arrived at noou 
2nd Nov. Passage eight days. 


The American echooner Otter reports :—Left San 
Francisco March 29th. Experienced mostly mote- 
rate S. W. wiuds with fine weather to the otter 
grounds which we reached April 14th 16 days from San 
Fraucisco. The weather during the sammer has been 
such as to interrapt hunting operations considerably, 
fresh gales from the Eastward with confused sea 
having been experienced moat of the summer. Left 
Fox Island 18th October: first part strong N. W. 
winds afterwards light 8. W. wiud. In Yukohama 
Bay fresh N. E. wind. Arrived on 2nd inst. Saw the 
schooner Helena and Diana.’ The former had 40 
otter and 400 seal skins the latter 90 otter and 500 
seal skins. 


The Japanese steamer Geukai-Maru reports :—Left 
Kobe 8 p.m. 1st inst. Experionced N. W. winds to 
Cape Sima where we pussed the Flying sqaadron 
steering South hence to port. N. and Eusterly winds 
with fine weather throughout. Arrived at 7 a.m, 
Srd inst. Passage 35 hours, 


The British steamer Bengloe reports :—Left Hong- 
kong 9 p.m. 27th, Experienced streng N. B. mou- 
soon ap to Van Diemeus straits; hevoe to port 
N.N.E. winds with clear weather. Arrived at 2 a.m. 
4th inst. Passage 7 days and 5 hours. Passed the 
British Flying squadron off Oosima ander sail steer- 
ing South. 

The French steamer Tanats reports :—Left Ho-g- 
kovg at 6 p.m. 25th Uot. Experienced strong mon- 
soon gale with high sea to Van Diemen’s Straits; 
thence to port fresh N. and N.E. winds with clear 
weather. Arrived at 3 a.m. 4th inst. Passage 9 
days and 9 hours. 


The British steamer Gaelic reports :—Left Hong- 
kong Oct. 29th at 5 p.m. had fresh N. E. monsoun 
in the China seas, passed the ship Thermopyla and 
8. 8. Strathclyde off Ucksen, experienced atroug N.E. 
winds on the Japan coast with unusually heavy rain 
and thick weather, pas-ed Oosima at ¢ a.m. on the 
4th Nov. hove too for 12 hours owing to the misty wea- 
ther, paxsed Rock Island at 5.30 p.m. on the 6th 
and arrived at Yokohama on the Sth at 1 a.m. 

The American barque Annte W. West Fy 
—Left Newcastle, N.S.W., Sept. 16th. Had clear 
pleasant weather with N.W. winds up to the 19th 
sudden change of wind to 8.E. for two days, 
afterwards N.W. winds ap to 24th Lat. 28.43 8. 
Experienced a strong gale of wind from N.W. 
with heavy sea, ship labouring heavily, 26th took 
S.E. trades in 27°8. had clear pleasant weather 
np to 6th October when the wind hauled to E.N.E. 
and was light and variable up to 18th Lut. 8.25 9 
N. witn a deal of rain and sharp squalls 
took the N.E. trades in 12.46 N. and carried 
strong winds up to the 24th, afterwards light E. 
winds with rain up to 30th Oct. Lat. 28.13 N. en- 
countered the full force of a typhoon from 8.E. 
wind veering to N.W. and tremendous sea, blew 
main top sail clean out of the bolt rope, lost fore 
upper top sail, geff top sail, and other light 
sails the force of the winls having blown off 
the gaskets after the suils nad been reefed. This 
weather continued for twelve hours ship 
labouring and straining fearfully; made Fatziro 
3rd Nov. bearing N. 15 miles past west of it and 
east of Macuro Islands daylight 4th made Mela 
Head bearing N. E. 18 miles wind K.N.E. beating 
to windward for a day and a half; night of 5th 
thick rainy weather with sharp gusts of wind from 
N.E. with indications of a typhoon ; stood off the 
land to the South head to high sea and et | 
swell from the South 6th, weather moderated 
sea going down set sail ; 8 p.m. made Cape Segami 
light bearing N. by W. distance 8 miles 5 a.m. 
7th pilot came on board henc2 to port variable 
winds and fine weather. Arrived 6 p.m, 7th, 


Passage 58 days, 
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COMMERCIAL CIRCULAR. 


Yoxonama, Novemszr 8ru, 1881. 


Showing Duties payable, Prices realized, Quotations, and Estimated Sales of Goods in Yokohama, for the period of 20 days from 
19th. October 1881, to the 7th. November 1881, inclusive, 


Since the 18th. of October business has been very 


their 


IMPORTS. 


small, owing to the general dead-lock in trade caused by the continuance of the silk difficulty ; and 
whereby over four millions of dollars worth of silk are kept out of the market. Yarns and shirtings are badly wanted by the people in the country, and 
there would be without doubt a good business in these imports if the dealers could obtain dollars in exchange for the large quantity of currency in 


‘There is an impression that businees will recommence before the end of this month. 


YARNS :—Sales 


SENE :—Rates have advanced. 
188 lbe, = 1 Pical 


loubled, and 7,868 Bales Indians. 


amount to 455 Bales against 935 Bales for the > Preceding pe period; making a total for the year to date of 58,256 Bales 
—vis.: 31,606 Bales 16/24; 9,782 Bales 28/82; 1,492 Bales 88/42; 2,468 Bales 
SUGAR: —Has advanced 10 to 16 cents pet Bowl picul. 


100 Dollars Mexican = 811 Silver Boos. 


COTTON PIECE GOODS. 


Drills, American, 40 yds. 80 in. 14 Ibs. ... ao ase 

Prints, assorted, 24 ,, 30, ... on ase oe 

Satins (cotton) oe toe tes ase . ” 

Shirtings, Grey, 38} yds. 39 in. 7lbs... 1... 

” » —- 88RE i 894, By we ew 

» vy BBR 45 0 ay eee we 

89g 89 10 uy re nee we 

T. Cloth, 32 in. hae a on on on or 

Turkey Reds, 4 yas. 80in. 121b. ... aie ae 
Ste ae 4 , 80, 2 , @ Ib... 
oo» % , 30, 2 100. .. 


2% ,, 30,,—@8 lbs. 


Velvote (black) 85 ,, 235, 0. wn 


Victoria Lawns, 12 ;, 42,, 0.0 we ocean 
Cotton Italians, 35 ,, 82,, ‘ebs aa ane 
COTION YARN. 


WOOLLENS AND MIX1 URES. 
Alpaca, 40 yds. 82 in... 
Blankets, szsorted, & tbe. Q green. 1 scarlet) 


” ” 


* sh tbe. (70 3 searlet 30 green Prope. yn 


Cloth, all wool, 54 @ 64 Ibs. a 
» Pilots, 54 @ 64,, 5 
» Presidents, 54 @ 64 ,, 
so Union, 54 8 56 ,, 
Italian Cloth, 32 in. 
Mouseelines a Laine (plain & ripen), 2 cy oth 
” ” se ane 
sUG 7 RB. 
White, Jim) No.1 
»  Kokfah, ,, 3 
» Kungfun, ,, 4 
»  Gnihpah, ,, 5 eae 
Brown, Formosa, bags oe oe ota | 
“a Amoy ... oo on 


METALS &c. 
Tron, Flat and Round see 
on Fa Nail- ross (assorted) 


DUTY PAID. 


DUTY CALCULATED 


In PRICES AT WHICH 


NOMINAL 
MEXICAN DOLLARS. SALES HAVE BEEN 
MADE. QUOTATIONS. 
0.0241 P 10 yds. . } pe.| $2.65 @ 8.50 
0.0241 4, 55 1.85 1.00 @ 8.00 
0.0643 » », 0.113 @ 0.12 
0.0281 5 »» 140 @ 1.90 
0.0281 5, 5 1.75 @ 2.36 
0.0821 +, 5 2.25 @ 228 5 2.25 @ 2.75 
0.0821 5, 55 20 
” 1. 1.60 
f 0.0381 pre » | 1.55 g 1.75 
oo» » 
oo 1.624 @ 1.624 
0.0241 ,, 5, 1.75 
oer 
0.0643 4, 5, 7.00 
0.0821 ,, 4, 
0.0643 ,, 4, 
81.85 @ 82.50 
1.6077 Y pical. 
88.00 
0.0985 ‘P 10 yde. .| $6.60 @ $7.00 
1.6077 % picul. 
0.0965 ‘P 10 yds. 0.80 @ 1.50 
» | 0.80 @ 0.60 
0.3915 under 55 in. to} ‘55 0.60 @ 0.70 
0.4019 exceeding 55 in, » | 0.85 @ 0.60 
in width ¥ 10 yds. a 0.25 @ 0.40 
0.09659 10 yds. | 0.15 @ vn» | 0.16¢@ 0.194 
oO. Py) -_— 0.25 @ 0.40 


$7.60 @ 7.90 
6.90 7.80 
0.8215 P picul. | 6.20 6.70 
5.60 @ 6.20 
490 @ 5.80 
440 @ 4.45 
0.1286 4, 55 4.10 @ 4.25 
0.0965 ® picul. P pel. $2.50 @ $2.85 
0.02965 5, » — » | 230 @ 3.174 
0.0482 5, ete gp ke g 1.60 
0.2572 55 s» — » 5.80 6.00 
1.9292 ,, 4, -_—— 
0.1980 —— _» 8.80 @ 4.55 
0.2961 120 ia, —— P box! 480 © 4.30 
5 °/, ad valorem. ——P case} 2.05 @ 2.08 
0.4019 p picul, ——— F pel.| 10.00 @ 16.00 


ESTIMATED SALES. 


| (From 19th. October to 7th. November.) 


—.——S um 


pieces. 
» 
” 
” 
” 
” 
” 
” 
” 
bales. 
» 
» 
” 
35, 
eSNG ” 
20 ” 
es eee ” 
ay ” 
85 % 
6 
80 ” 
29 
100 
Pieces. 
” 
9,000 piculs stock. 
26,000 piculs old stock. 
26, » Dew , 
Stock 210,000 cases, 
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STAPLE HXPORTS. 


SILK.—Our last report was dated the 20th ultimo; as yet there is no real change to note in the aspect of the dispute between foreigners and the 
Japanese silk guild. It is well known. however, that many of the country producers and dealers are anxious to release themselves from the bonds of the 
4 and‘at once realise silver for their produce, instead of allowing it to be expected direct and have to wait az indefinite time for the retarns. 
A bile foreigners nothing whatever Yas been. done by the guild, sundry lote have been received from the country direct, on terms which have not 
ranspired. c 
Since our last 941 bales have been shipped of which 881 bales were on Japanese account. No reliable quotations can be given. Stock of all kinds 
is now estimated at 9,000 bales of 80 catties. 


Toran Kkxrorr reom lst Jour ro Dare. 1880-81. 1881-83 
London ... a eee ove aes ae “ae pe oo seo eee 1,485 Bales. 1,613 Bales. 
France and Italy. _ oe nee ae a8 re mse i, eee 1,975 ,, 2,821 ,, 
United States ... ase on ove one ave on ae aes we 2,189 ,, 1,828 ,, 

5,649 Bales. 5,163 Bales. 


TEA.—Notwithstanding the holidays attendant om the regatta and autumn race meeting a fair amount ef business has been done, settlements 
since date of last circular amounting-to 9,000 piculs and prices at one time were decidedly weaker. 
Re ito for hoor ve been on a limited scale and stocks to hand consist either of Common or Fine Grades; Medium and Good Medium 
g only in small supply. 
The 8. 8. Castello had despatch for New York vid China ports yesterday leaving the 8. 8. Bengloe circulated to follow at £8'per 40 cubic feet. 


DESCRIPTION. PRICES PER PICUL. REMARKS. 


$ 680 to 640 per picul. |) 
610 to 625 ” 


2 ” 
es, 8 and lower 


Kakedas ; Good 650 to 670 ; Nominal. No business doing upon which to base 
Filatures; Best 740 to 760 As quotations. 
Good 710 to 780 > - 
550 to — a 
SN ay J 
$ 6.00 and under. 


$10.00 to $12.00 

$13.00 to $17.00 

$19.00 to $21.00 o 
$23.00 to $28.00 

$30.00 to $84.00 

$36.00 and upwards. 


EXCHANGE. 


Transactiocis in Exehan; have been on a very small scale, both imports and exports ha fallen off considerably on account of the Japanese si 
guild still holding out. ates except local oner, have hardly undergone any change. mine af ae 


On Lonpow.—Rank _.... Ox HoneKona.—Bank. 


” “A do... is or Private 

” ” Credits 1, 84N FRANCISCO.—Ban! 
oo» do. . 

» PaRis—Bank. .. 1» Naw Yorx.—Bank ... 

” ” Credits ” ” 

» SHANGHAI.—Bank ig) a é 

” » Private ......10 days’ sight coo...e ves. 


Paper currency, 168 per $100. 
a 
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of transition and whether the outcome will 
be for good or evil is scarvely safe to predict. 

Tue festivities which commenced at Tokio 
during the visit of Princes Albert Victor and 
George of Wales have been continued since 
their departure. Her Imperial Majesty the 
Empress has given a garden pari y which was 
namerously attended by the princes, daijin, 


CONTENTS. Tue silk war has come toa most “lame 
a Pague, and impotent conclusion.” The establish- 
ment of a central silk warehouse has been 
agreed to; the foreign association bave 
virtually yielded almost everything, and the 
Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho has secured all 


“The Flying Rumours gather’d as they rolled ”. 
Mypoentaxpous ARTICLES :— 
and Fire Engines. I. and II. 


‘The Food of the Japanese .......... the advantages it was formed to obtain. |sangi, members of the corps diplomatique and 
Raviews:— Nominally, the trade reverts, to some extent, | many foreign residents. The Toyama races 
2 Diplomat a Nisw Of Sepa ire ras Seer ; a began on the 20th. but in consequence of 


to its original status, but in reality it stands 
on a very different footing. Silk buyers will 
find this out before they are many weeks 
older; in the meantime let them enjoy their 
dearly bought treaty of peace as best they 
may. ‘The Japanese have probably learnt 
a lesson which hereafter they may perhaps 


inclement weather the second day’s events 
bas been postponed until the 27th. inst. on 
which date H. I. M. the Mikado will probab- 
ly honour the grand stand witl: his presenoe. 

Te frequent occarrence of earthquakes 
necessitates houses being constructed princi- 
pally of wood. As a natural consequence 
fires are a very common occurrence in Yoko- 


aUERE ENE 8 5 


of good faith; The Akebono ¢ 7 
‘The Doshin Kaisha ; Heavy be able to turn to account; which is, that|hama daring the winter months. Two or 
yeta’s. promotion ; eit forei deterisinatiog.. Gimusas ck oar three outbreaks have already taken place. 
ta; The Korean Ambas- Orelgn's sComermD ne Be 3 Par-| This bas led to a discussion of the respective 
ae er bactt tate eee quibermational Congress pose, obstinacy, or whatever else it may be} merits of different kinds of fire engines. 
pir Wyilicn snd the Bilk Asoo called, is not impregnable to all assaults. | Elsewhere will be found two articles on the 


subject containing many valuable suggestions 
offered by an old and much esteemed resi- * 
dent who has had long and varied experience 
asa fireman in this country. Mr. Hegt—for . 
it is he of whom we write—gave an exhibi- 
tion of the powers of his engines on the 18th. 
inst. bat whether he has convinced the Yoko- 
hama Fire Brigade of their superiority over 
others worked by steam is an open question. 


Wr have to record the death of Mr. George 
French, Chief Justice of H.B.M. Supreme 
Court for China and Japan which took place 
at Kobe on the: morning of the 18th inst. 
Mr. French left Shanghai in May last with 
the intention of recruiting his health prior to 
taking a trip home. The change seemed at 
first to have been beneficial, but his powers 
slowly failed and for some months very 
slender hopes were entertained of his re- 
covery. Mr. French was much esteemed in 
Shanghai both in his public and private 
capacity. The vacancy thus created will 
probably lead to the appointment of Mr. 
Hannen to the court for Japan. 


Exprgience and observation have proved 
that atmospherical changes in Yokohama 
and ite vicinity are seldom forewarned by 
instruments which are of so much value in 
other parts of the world. The reading of 
the barometer on the morning of the 20th. 
was about one inch lower than on the 
morning before. Telegraphic advices tend 
to show that the barometrical depression 
has evidently travelled in a north wee- 
terly direction, and from the magni- 
tude of the area of the storm of which 
we only experienced the outer skirt or 
verge, its fury bas been expended to the 
south of us, and we may expect to hear of it 
from every incoming ship for the next few 


Continual dripping wears away a stone. The 
gn the Reng Otter schooners ; A. new government simile is an old one but it holds good in this 
gold mine ; Mr. Hegt's fire engines Mr, case. Japanese have only to stand out long 
a letter ; Fire at Matsukagecho, Yokohama ; and i re . 
dea seeetlaR EOE eevnteeirtmenntnnnnnnnn enough and foreign opposition will melt 
In the Netherlands Co away as surely as snow does in the presence 
3 Shin Tn of sunshine. A brief review of the difficalty, 
which will assist those at a distance to under- 
& Co. v, Julius Mannich & Co. stand and appreciate the nature of the late 
In the U. 8. Consular Court,— ; ¥ 
Osaki Yoshisuke v, J. Marians & Oo...... s contest, will be found in another column. 


By way of commemorating the termination 
of hostilities the native import merchants 
gave an entertainment at the Macbigaisho on 
the evening of the 22nd. inst. About thirty 
: foreigners were present though the invitations 

BIRTHS. issued far exceeded that number. The enter- 
_ On the 11th. instant, at Ikuta-maye, Kobe, the | tainment consisted of theatrical performances 
wife of Jas. Exienron, Jr., of a son. followed by a banquet at which congratala- 

On Wednesday, the 23rd November, at No. 79,| tory speeches were exchanged on both sides. 
Yokohama, the wife of M. M. Kun, of «|The directors of the Rengo, and import 
Daughter. merchants, it is needless to say, mustered in 

full force. The governor of Kanagawa-ken, 
DIED. two or three other officials and several Japan- 

At Shanghai on 29th ultimo, suddenly, Buzax| ose ladies also put in an appearance. The 
‘Rawis Lew. Aged 43 years. The imperial marine band was in attendance 

At Chefoo, on the 8rd. Nov., T. Cusnrne, late}and played a selection of popular music at 
Master of the schooner Mary. intervals during the evening. 


Tue resignation of Mr. Okuma, late finance 

Su mimar q. minister his proved to have been the forerun- 
ner of many important changes in the gov-, 
UR last issue was dated Nov. 8th. for|ernment, not the least of which is the 
transmission by the O. & (0. 8.8. Gaeléc, | enforced retirement of Mr. Mayeshima, post- 


followi ils have been ived. master general, who was one of the ablest 
hs tole ioe teie tare ee and most popular of all the officials. Many 


ramours are afloat concerning his so-called 
“resignation” but the actaal troth will, in 
all probability, never be knowa though it may 
be shrewdly guessed. Indeed the entire 
service of the empire seems to be ina state 


In. I. G. M. Consular Court,— 
Ea. Fischer 
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Heading Articles. 


FREE TRADE FACTS. 


Man of our Japanese readers who have 

followed the arguments used by this 
journal in anpport of its advocacy of the 
adoption by Japan of a free commercial 
policy, must regard with feelings of surprise 
and distroat the seeming revulsion of opinion 
in the very seat aud stronghold of free trade, 
Great Britain. There, during the few months 
which followed the difficulties attendant upon 
the renewal of the French treaty of commerce, 
the cry arose that free trade, admittedly 
sound in principle, could only be beneficial 
in those cases where similar reciprocal ad- 
vantages were offered by other nations. 
Members of parliament, leading organs of 
public opinion, magazine and review writers, 
and other anthoritative exponents of the 
views of a small section of the English 
people, have recently attempted to bring 
about a change in their country’s commercia[ 
policy by proposing to substitute for the un- 
trammelled commerce of the present time what 
they are pleased to call Fair Trade, Recipro- 
city, Countorvailing Duties, and other equally 
specious titles for the hag Protection. Some 
portion of the American press regards what 
it terms English tradal reaction as a vindica- 
tion of the wisdom of American protected 
industry ; and throughout the world an opinion 
seems to be gaining ground that the relative 
merita of free trade and protection are to be 
again discussed by the statesmen and econo- 
mists of that great nation which stands befure 
the world a brilliant example of the results 
of governmental non-interference with com- 
merca, 


Those Japanese to whom political economy 
is an interesting and profitable study, may 
be deceived by the commotion raised by some 
comparatively few sceptics in the policy 
initiated by Cospen; and ascribe to the 
movement » magnitude and significance 
which it does not, and never will possess. 
To those who may not have access to the 
various speeches and pamphlets uttered and 
written in defence of England’s policy, and in 
correction of the erroneous bases upor which 
ite assailants rely, we propose to offer a 
summary of the conclusive arguments drawn 
from actual results which have been used to 
defend and strengthen the noble superstruo- 
ture of freo trade upon which the glory, 
influence, and wealth of England mainly 
depend. Nor will the necessary length of 
this article deter those resolved upon a 
thorough understanding of the subject in all 
ita bearings, from its perusal. : 

“Thirty-five years have elapsed since Eng- 
land adopted free trade in ita entirety ; and 
during all those years she alone among the 
nations has maintained a system of free ports, 
the only changes in her fiscal policy being in 
the direction of greater freedom, while other 
nations, such as the United States, France, 
and Germany, have raised round themselves 
the barriers of probibitory tariffs. With one 
exception every conceivable economical con- 
dition that could constitute a test of the 
principles and practice of free trade has 
Occurred, the one condition untried being 
universal free trade. While on the one hand 
the free trader contemplates with satisfaction 
the  acteste which his country has attained 
by her commercial policy, and appeals.with 
Confidence to the facts which abound on 


every side, and which, to his mind, verify to 
the falleat extent the theories he has em- 
braced; on the other we find a school of 
neo-protectionists lamenting what seems to 
them to be the decadence of their country, 
and appealing also to facts which appear so 
them to bear out their views. But the most 
astounding thing is, that some of the very 
facts which are appealed to by one party at 
evidence of our abounding prosperity are held 
up by the other as the certain: proof of out 
decay "(1). Nothing, therefore, can be more 
useful than an examination of the grounds 
upon which the free trader relies to meet the 
complaints of his opponents. These com- 
plaints have rapidly grown from mere mar- 
mars to outspoken assertions that free trade 
is rapidly ruining tho country, and that 
nothing but a reversion to protective and 
even prohibitive duties can save England 
from the destraction of her commerce (%). 
As customary in such arguments, resort is 
again and again had to the exploded theory 
of the balance of trade, one writer affirming, 
with all the sincerity of conviction, that the 
idea that the magnitude of English import 
as compared with her export trade is a 
proof of prosperity is “one of the most 
blandering and most mischievous of the 
dolusions which have helped to blind a por- 
tion of the people to the true state of their 
affairs. To buy more than is sold, and to 
make that not an accident of trade but its 
permanent condition—this according to the 
economist is a most excellent thing for the 
country. Practical men, who look at such 
matters from a strictly business point of 
view, come to a different conclusion "(8). 
The invested wealth of England gained 
during her three decades of free trade, her 
immensely preponderating shipping interest, 
and the operations of her merchants in for- 
eign countries, conditions which do not exist 
to the same extent in any other nation, place 
her in a different and perhaps unique position 
with regard to the “ i a trade ’; and the 
principles which may be applied in her case 
are unsuitable to any other. Nevertheless 
the subject is not devoid of interest when 
dealt with on the trustworthy ground of 
official and corrected statistics, Trade re- 
turns from 1854 to 1880 show an excess of 
importation in round figures of 1,750,000,0000. 
which should, according to the balance of 
trade theorists, have drained the nation of all 
its precious metals. Turning then to the 
bullion returns we find in the same period an 
excess of importation of gold and silver of 
131,000,0001., from which it is clear that there 
has been an influx and noi an efflux of specie 
perse. In addition to these enormous incom- 
ings, foreign loans to an immense aggregate 
have been floated in London, of which England 
has acquired, at the lowest estimate, 600,- 
000,000/.; in return not for actual money 
advances but for material included in tke 
aggregate export of commodities during that 
period of 5,900,000,0007. During the twenty- 
seven years of England's free trade of which 
statistics are procurable, her people have 
enjoyed the products of the world, added to 
their stock of precious metals, and lent to 
other people (the two last items representing 
the saving) to the extent of 2,480,000,0002. 
sterling. ‘And then Lord Sandon, and the 
rest of them, tell us we shall be ruined, un- 
less we tax the goods sent in from abroad, 
one-third of which, at least, are sent ts 


(1) The Reciprocity Orase: by G. W. Medley. 
(2) Boonomist, July 28rd., 1881. 


8) “ English Trade and ign C ion.” 
oar etna, Tort Comettin 


as interest on investments and industrial 
works "(4) 

The figures given above are so large that 
we may well pause in their consideration, and 
ask why, in the face of indisputable evidence 
such as this, there should be found persons 
competent to declare that the allegation of 
the balance of English trade being a proof 
of prosperity, is a ‘‘blundering and mis- 
chievous delusion ?” Still more extraordinary 
is it to find men of education and eminence 
advocating a restriction of importation, 
in order that the error of buying more 
then is sold should be corrected while 
there is yet time. If such proposals 
should find favour, and receive the sup- 
port of the conservative government, whose 
advent to office is regarded as the ovly 
hope of salvation left to Englishmen, what 
would and must be the consequence P 
“Foreign countries must continue to pay 
their debts. Not being able to pay in goods 
[consequent upon restrictions on importe- 
tion], they will have for the time to pay in 
bullion and specie; there would be an ac- 
cumulation of the precious metals in this 
country, and that would speedily bring about 
a rise in the price of all other articles. When 
that rise had been established, our power to 
export would be diminished; the amount of 
our exports would be reduced until the 
balance, or excess of importa over exports, 
was again reestablished, although the volame 
of each would be lessened to the enormous 
disadvantago of all concerned.” (5) 

Here we must dismiss this subject. If 
there are any who, in the face of the figures 
and the just inferences drawn from them, are 
atill of opinion that English balance of trade 
is adverse; and that legislative interference 
and a resort to protective principles are 
essentials to future safety, they must be left 
in undisturbed possession of the untenable 
position they have assumed. To discuss the 
matter farther would be as idle as, in this’ad- 
vanced age, to write volumes of argument to 
show that the earth is a globe or that the sun 
is the centre of our system. The facts quoted 
will be sufficient to indice those interested in 
closer examination to look into the matter 
for themselves. 

Of material progress due to the action of 
free trade there is abundant evidence. Thus, 
the population in 1870 was 31,205,444; in 
1881, 34,788,814; or an increase of nearl: 
900 per diem, notwithstanding the shrenieeed 
depopulation by emigration caused by pro- 
tracted agricultural and trade depression. 
This large population has to support itself in 
some way or other; and in doing so provides 
itself with an ever increasing proportion of 
the world’s products. Thus, in 1854 the net 
import per head of the people, stated in 
dollars was 27.54; in 1880, 59.64. Exports 
have also steadily grown from 20.89 in 1854, 
to 41.52 in 1880. These figures represent 
value only; and do not convey an accurate 
impression of the increaso in balk, quantity 
being counteracted by the fall in prices, due, 
in great measure if not entirely, to the 
demonetization of silver in some and the re- 
tention of mono-metallism in other countries. 
We must therefore turn to those articles 
mostly consumed by the labouring class or 
mass of the population to form some correct 
notion of the increase in the people's food 
supply, contrasting 1880 with 1870. Of 
bacon, butter and cheese, the consumption 


raid) TM Spectator. “Trade truths” ; July 38, 


(5) Bt. Hon. Joseph Chamberlain. Speech in 
the House of Commons on the French treaty ; 
August 12th; 1881. 
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per head is now Ibs. 29.04 against 9.80 ; of 
potatoes 31.63 against 2.80 ; of wheat 210.42 
against 122.90; of rice 14.14 against 6.74; of 
gugar raw and refined 63.68 against 47.23; 
of tea 4.59 against 3.81. 

These figures mean not merely greater com- 
forts bat longer duration of life; a higher 
physique and consequently better mental 
cnitare; the addition to the resources of the 
state of the extra power thus developed 
Probably the most important item of con- 
‘sawption is wheat ; and owing to free import 
from the American corn-fields the consamp- 
tion per head has increased from 270 Ibs. 
in 1850 to 341 Ibs. in 1879 (8). Noxt 
in importance as an article of food is meat, 
and looking at the rapid increase of importa- 
tion, also from the United States, of meat of 
warions kinds, it is not unreasonable to 
conclude that consumption has alao increased. 
Americans and English are, perhaps, the best 
fed people of the present age; and withont 
any intention of disparaging other nationali- 
ties, we maintain they are able to accomplish 
the greatest amount of work. That low 
prices consequent upon free import has 
conduced to the improved food supply of the 
people is shown by the fact that the price of 
wheat fell from 558 per quarter in 1871 to 
48s in 1879; 8 fact-of the highest importance 
and interest because it has been shown by 
Dr. Fagg, in his statistical abstracts, that the 
death rate of the population falls 3 per cont. 
for each 2s. per bushel in the price of wheat. 

From the food of the people wo pass 
without.difficulty to a contrast of their social 
condition. Pauperism has increased in Ireland 
consequent upon a condition of affairs not 
superinduced by any commercial policy, 
from 78,921 in 1870 to 109,655 in 1880. 
In Scotland and England and Wales, 
where every man who is able to but 
does not work is despised, pauperism has 
markedly decreased. In the former, from 
126,187 in 1870 to 98,608 in 1880; in the 
latter, from 1,079,391 to 803,126 in the.aame 
periods. Criminal statistios are equal 
assuring, education -having followed in the 
footsteps of commerce. In 1850, popalation 
27,528,694 there were 41,008 convictions: 
in 1880, population 34,468,552, there were 
only 15,643 convictions. These figures are 
‘mone eloqnent than words. The steps which 
hase been taken to improve the intellectual 
condition of the people are already bearing 
fruit. In 1869 the scheols inspected number- 
od 10,337, with accommodation for 2,076,344 
\pupils and an average attendance of 1,332,- 
bes. In 1880 these figures had grown to 
20,670, 4,842,807, and 3,155,584 meconrely 
The neglect of public education in England, 
ehbich has long been a standing reproach ‘to 
@ nation claiming to hold rank among 
the Brat in letters, bids fair to be substan- 
tially remedied ; and the present generation 
may yet see every English man and woman 
snfficiently educated. the condition of the 
labouring classes as described by those who 

rofesa to see in the present state of Eng- 
fas trade the threatened ruin of the masses, 
were not amply disproved by the figures 
quoted, there is still more material evidence 
of presperity ; for while in 1851 the savings’ 
banke’ deposits were 30,277,654. they stood 
at 77,721,084J. in 1880. Comparing those 
deposits with the population the sums per 
head in 1851 and 1880 were respectively 22r. 
and 45s. The steady growth of the revenue 
has been frequently ascribed to increased 
burdens of taxation. How does this asser- 
tion compare with facteP In 1870 the 


(©) Progress of she World, Malball, London, 1880. 


amount raised was 75,434,2521.; in 1881 this 
sum had grown to 84,041,288/. Popalatian 
and wealth have, however, both increased, 
and the rate of taxation per head remains 
unchanged, 21. 8s. 4d. per bead in each year. 
When the increasing interests and responsi- 
bilities of Great Britain are considered, the 
circumstance that taxation has not increased 
is a practical comment on the economical 
administration of her government; and 
England is the only nation which can 
trathfally declare that taxation in its in- 
cidence upon individuals has decreased 
in the past half century (7). Had the 
commercial affairs of that country operated 
adversely, a diminution in the value of pro- 
perty rated for income tax would have 
followed, but the returns show that in 1869 
this was 484,804,0001.; in 1879 it stood at 
578,046,0007. Nor bas any economy in taxa- 
tion been covered by additions to the public 
debt which standing in 1870 at 798,000,0001., 
has been redaced to 769,000,0001. in 1880. 
Bankers’, and bankers’ clearing house returns 


give figures equally satisfactory, but the 
amounts dealt with are so large and so 


dependent upon certain conditions uncon- 
nected with the matter in hand, that we omit 
them. Not so the railway retarns which 
show a striking increase in internal traffic. 
In 1870 there were 15,537 miles open; 
330,000,000 passengers were carried ; and the 
total receipts were 45,078,1431., or 2,794. 
per mile. Ten years later, in 1880, these 
figures had become respectively, 17,945; 
SOE FOND 0 and 61,958,7541., or 83,4531. per 
mile. 

All these figures convey to the trained 
mind a meaning volumes of descriptive or 
explanatory notes would fail to do; and even 
the most obstinate pessimist must admit 
their importance and reassuring character. 


Whence, therefore, arises the ory of ruin and 


destruction to be only averted by the revival 
of that policy which tied England down 
to starvation, poverty, ignorance, and crime ? 


re-|The secret lies in the condition of agricul- 


tare. This is the one black spot in the other- 
wise brilliant record; and dark as the figures 
are, bad as the impression they convey, they 
rather lesson than exaggerate the troubles and 
losses which have fallen on the British farmer 
in the last three or four years. In 1870 there 
were 11,755,000 acres under corn; the 
average price of wheat was 4s. l0d.; of 
cattle there were 9,235,052; of sheep 32,- 
786,783. In 1880 these figures were respec- 
tively 10,672,086; 44s. 4d.; 9,871,158; 


and 80,239,620. In the three bad years, 


1877-79, the losses arising from dimin- 
ished agricultural production, as compar- 
ed with the normal average, were equivalent 
to a lose of 150,000,000I. sterling. This is 
the estimate of an eminent statistician, 
Mr. Camp, though some other economists 
have put it at double that sum. ‘ Clear- 
ly it is impossible that 300,000,0001., or even 
150,000,0007., can be subtracted from the 
purchasing power of a country without more 
or less affeeting injuriously every other trade 
and interest” (°). Bat this is not a question 
of protection or free trade. It is the result of 
inclement seasons which we can neither im- 
rove nor control by legislative enactments. 
t is true, that one class, a large and import- 
ant one, has suffered severely. The British 
farmer bids fair to cease to be; and when 
we reflect that we can only assist him, 
temporarily too, by taxing the import of 
grain and thereby increasing the price of 
food for the mass, we may well hesitate 


(7) The Times, April 1878, 


before deviating from the principle of free 
trade which aims at secaring the greatest 
good of the greatest namber. 

To students of these interesting questions 
we venture to commend this compilation of- 
facts and evidences, in the hope that the 
fretfal cry of protectionists will be tempered 
by the knowledge that free trade has secured 
for England and her people that independence 
and liberty of action so dear as to be now 
indispensable; and to the certainty that all 
attempts to revert to fiscal interference with 
Iabour and enterprise will meet with the 
invincible opposition of those who look back 
to the reign of protection as to the age of 
darkness and barbarism.—Nor. 12. 


THE SILK DIFFICULTY. 


epee Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho having 

secured all the advantages it was 
formed to obtain, has abandoned the position 
assumed on September 15th. last, and the 
silk trade has reverted, to some extent at 
all events, to the slatus quo ante for the time 
being. A brief review of the difficulty may 
therefore assist those at a distance to ap- 
preciate the nature of a contest which has 
been needlessly embittered. 

In the commencement of foreign inter- 
course with Japan silk was a coveted article 
of trade. The most valuable product of the 
country became its staple export; and Japa- 
nese, unused to the requirements of foreign 
markets, yet desirous of disposing of their 
produce, readily agreed to the conditions 
suggested by foreign buyers ; and for twenty 
years the custom has been to send into 
foreign warehouses a sufficiency of silk 
from which the purchaser might select the 
qaantity and quality required. With rare ex- 
ceptions business went on smoothly. Com- 
plainta were, of course, made of the action of 
certain firms; but on investigation into the 
circamstanees it was generally discovered 
that the native sellers were couvsenting 
parties to the irregalarities of which they 
complained, and that redress lay within their 
own power to apply. Foreigners, on the 
other band, had a standing grievance not so 
readily disposed of. They were here solely 
for commercial par; , and on the repre- 
sentations guaranteed to them by treaty that 
no obstacle whatever should be opposed to 
their free commercial intercourse with all 
ranks of the people who chose to enter the 
foreign settlements for the purposes of trade. 
The conditions surrounding that commerce 
have been such as to nullify the treaty stipula- 
tion ; a few persons who held eartiest inter- 
course with the treaty ports gradually acquir- 
ing a virtual monopoly of tradal righte iutend- 
ed to be eqaally distributed among the body 
of the people. This monopoly was strength- 
ened by representations industriously spread 
in the interior that transactions with’ 
foreigners were complox, and only to bo 
successfully conducted by skilled persons, 
experts in fact. By degrees the monopoly 
assumed more formidable dimensions. An 
association was formed which rented from 
the local government the power to levy local 
transit dues on all productions entering or 
leaving the settlement; orecting, in further- 
ance of this illegal practice, watch houses 
and barriers at all pointe of ingress to the 
settlement beyond which no person, un- 
licensed by the association, could pass without 
the payment of transit Cues in open violation 
of the condition ia the treaty which providse 
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that goods imported shall not be subjected, 
beyond the stipulated custome tariff, to 
“any tax, excise, or transit duty whatever.” 
This association’s powers are so extensive 
that upon any violation of their rules by per- 
sons claiming independence of action, the aid 
of the police is successfully invoked. For- 
eigners are anxious to extend trade: thie 
association is cqually interested in its limita- 
tion, for the okvious reason that any material 
enlargement would cause the control to pass 
from the hands of its members. Foreigners 
desire freedom of action for individual Japan- 
ese as for themselves: the association denies 
that right, and declares that no producer shall 
sell to, or consumer buy from a foreigner 
except through the intervention of one of the 
mombers of the association. Ample evidence 
of this is afforded in the suit of Ludwig 
versus the Kosekigumi, reported in this journal 
of October 26th. and 27th. 

The profitable and unchallenged control 
of the import trade led to a project for 
the more effective control of the export 
trade; and many members of the Machi- 
gaisho united with a few other persons, 
twenty-six in all, to form the Rengo Kiito 
Niadzakearisho, throngh which alone all silk 
sales should be conducted. The conditions 
of this new association were imperative 
and unreasonable. The entire order of 
business was subverted. The respective 
rights of bayer and seller were ignored ; and 
the buyer was reduced to the position ofa 
suppliant for silk which he must accept 
upon the arbitrary terms of the Reago. The 
prodacer, on the other hand, was to be made 
@ secondary consideration, though no efforts 
were spared to induce him to believe that the 
new system was inaugurated for his apecial 
benefit. The Rengo was to advance upon silk 
sent in for sale; but it was eventually dis- 
covered that it charged interest at 18 and then 
15 per cent., while only paying 6 per cent. 
for loans from the national banks and other 
sources. Again, the producer had been in 
the habit of using the specie proceeds of 
silk for his own purposes of trade; that is, 
the money was put into circulation, much of 
it going back in payment of useful imports. 
The Rengo would have changed all this; and 
many Japanese do not hesitate to declare 
that the chief reason of ite formation was the 
acquisition of the specie proceeds of silk, 
which withdrawn from internal circalation 
by the necessities of government, would pre- 
ainae the exchange of paper currency for 
silver at any price on the open market 
and thus extinguish the little import trade 
there is. Happily, however, the mono- 
polists wanted too mach; and over reached 
themselves in the breadth of their design. 
Relying upon the want of codperation among 
foreigners, and upon the success of past 
dictation in trivial matters, the association 
refased to consult the bayer, firm in belief 
that the latter would have no alternative 
but to submit. So satisfied were the mem- 
bers of eventual submission that one most 
important factor was overlooked. Silk is 
a costly article: a pound weight is 
worth a pound sterling: the lax cus- 
toms of Japanese packers and dealers 
render inspection of every bale, every 
bundle, a necessity before purchase: the 
premises where this arduous labour was to be 
performed in future were anauitable in all res- 
pects: and within two days after tho pro- 
mulgation of the new regulations it became 
evident to all that purchases under sach 
conditions would entail serious risks upon 
those making them. Apart from the prac- 
tical difficalties, there were other long stand- 


ing grievances which found free expression 
at an excited meeting of silk buyers held on 
September 20th, the burden of which was 
distrust of the native merchant, the anvary- 
ing superiority of sample to bulk, and other 
objections of a more or less important and 
relevant character. The proceedings of this 
meeting were reported and created much sen- 
sation in Japanese commercial circles. Some 
of the charges urged may have been too 
sweeping and damnatory, may even have 
been unjustifiable, but the free-expreasion of 
opinion will not be without ulterior advan- 
tages. The spirit of opposition grew: a 
foreign association was formed for the pro- 
tection of the interests of buyers: the native 
press heaped anathemas upon all foreigners : 
appeals were made to the merchants of the 
interior by both parties: the merchants of 
the interior refused to believe either on the 
broad general principle that trath in matters 
of trade is unknown in this country: the 
Rengo started a new party cry: they were to 
recover for Japan those commercial rights of 
which her people had been deprived by the 
cunning foreigner, a cry which found an echo 
in thousands of minds which were wholly 
powerless to grasp its meaning, or give 
definition to the rights of which they 
loudly asserted themselves to be deprived : 
bad blood arose on both sides: the Japanese 
made the utmost use of the opportunity to 
display their unworthy fear and hatred of the 
foreigner: the foreigner learned for the firat 
time beyond doubt that beneath the cloak of 
Japanese politeness isa stratum of invincible 
dislike to all his race: meeting followed 
meeting: resolutions were passed, affirmed, 
reaffirmed, binding all in honour to have no 
dealings whatsoever, directly or indirectly 
with the Rengo: business was wholly 
suspended: stocks accumalated until the 
warehouse of the Rengo contained silk in 
value equal to sixty per cent. of the entire 
average annual export, and, finally, the 
situation is best explained by the term 
“deadlock.” Various efforts were made to 
mediate; and the monopolists made a hard 
struggle to secure foreign adhesion to a 
proposition for a ceutral market which was 
aa strenuously resisted as the Rengo iteelf 
was. Foreigners adbered to the principle 
that every trader should have unquestioned 
freedom of action; that consent to the 
establishment ofa central market without a 
material goarantee that the controlling mono- 
poly should be abolished, woald be a sur- 
render of the principle they had so long 
contended for; whereas a central market 
founded on an independent basis for the bond 


improvement of trade, would, if properl: 
P properly 


conducted to its proper end, attract, by its 
own inherent good qualities, all the business 
of the place, rendering consent to its establish- 
ment on the part of foreigners a mere hollow 
and superogatory ceremony calculated only 
to mislead the unwary into a costly under- 
taking which may eventually prove altoge- 
ther unnecessary when greater natural in- 
dividual freedom of trade is established. 
In the mean time signs of dissolution appeared 
in the Rengo itself. Many of its best sup- 
porters withdrew from ite ranks; and within 
a day or two of the completion of its second 
month’s existence it virtaally ceased to 
be; buat not before an unhappy disagree- 
ment had occurred in the foreign associa- 
tion so serious that hed it taken place 
one week earlier it would have assured the 
unconditional triamph of the Rengo Kiito Ni- 
adsakarisho and the total defeat and humble 
submission of foreigners. To this last 
episode, and the angry correspondence which 


announced it to the general public, we gladly 
avoid farther reference. Matters were in this 
condition when, to the astonishment of the 
public, foreigners submitted suddenly to the 
demanda of the Rengo: those who had been 
most strenaous in resistance were among the 
first to give way; and the principles which 
have held foreigners together for sixty days 
have been sacrificed. 

This necessary escursus is intended to 
introduce a dispassionate criticism of the 
question. In the first place, it is essentially 
necessary to the welfare of native and for- 
eigner alike that the freedom of action 
guaranteed by treaty shall be secared 
by vigilant watchfulness on the part of 
the representatives of the treaty powers as 
well as by the Japanese government. 
The latter may not be responsible for 
the persistent evasion of the treaty righta; 
but when evidence given by Japanese in a 
Japanese court of law, declares the foreign 
settlement in a state of blockade which 
effectually prevents commercial intercourse 
with foreigners except through the interven- 
tion of one or more of the monopolists, the 
position cannot longer be ignored. It isa 
palpable violation of the spirit, even of the 
letter of the treaty, the London protocol of 
June 1862, and the IX section of the tariff 
convention of 1866: and if the Japanese 
government refuse to, or do not take steps to 
render the action of those who are responsible 
for this condition of affaira punishable by 
law, they admit that a handful of their sub- 
jects may with impunity defy the solemn 
obligations of an international compact. Too 
much stress caunot be laid upon this point. 
The continuance of friendly relations main- 
tained solely with a view to mutual commer- 
cial advantages must depend upon the action 
of the Japanese government in this matter - 
and we submit that the denial of government 
encouragement and aid to the monopolista, 
couched in terms we hesitate to characterise, 
is insufficient in face of the mass of opposing 
circumstantial evidence, verified beyond all 
reasonable doubt by the positive statements of 
witnesses in a Japanese court. Before this one 
vital question all others connected with the 
mere method of conducting trade fade into 
insignificance, and must be subordinated to 
the greater issue. The suggested extension 
of the limite of tradal intercourse beyond 
the settlements to the silk districts in the 
neighbourhood of Tokio, however beneficial 
to the nation, seems premature when it is | 
known that commercial intercourse with the 
settlements themselves has been for years, and 
still is, limited by the caprice or person: 
interests of the few, who hold unchallenged 
control over the entire import and export 
trades. The foreign silk association should 
press this question upon the consideration of 
the corps diplomatique, in order that it may 
be formally brought to the notice of the go- 
vernment as an element calculated to exercise 
a vast influence upon the revision of treaties 
which have been and are now systematically | 
evaded, if not with the approval, certainly | 
with the tacit consent of the Japanese 
government. | 

Reverting to the silk difficulty, and writing 
ex post facto, the reflection arises that had 
buyers come to an understanding among 
themselves and to a resolution merely to 
abstain from purchases until such time as the 
conditions were properly modified, the com- 
bination would have given way within a few 
weeks after ite formation. There would have 
been less excitement, less ill-feeling; but 
there would have been fewer additions to the 
common stock of knowledge of the conditions 


—————— 


THE JA 


PAN GAZETTE. 


276 


Pe Pe Ts Se i a i a ee 


under which our commercial relations exist. 
Perhaps in the end, we shall find the wiser 
course has been followed; and if the outcome 
should be the formation of a permanent com- 
mittee to watch the common interest; to 
carry out a resolution to discountenance 
monopolies of all kinds and to refuse any 
dealings directly or indirectly with the mem- 
bers thereof; to insist upon unrestricted 
freedom of individual action of Japanese 
merchants and producers; and to ensure 
unity of action for the common good, Japan- 
ese and foreigners alike may yet quote the 
formation and downfall of the Rengo Kiito 
Niadzukarisho as the era of their deliverance 
from the thrall of a hatefal and unsapport- 
able commercial obligarchy. 

Japanese have now an excellent opportuni- 
ty for testing the fair dealing of their for- 
eign compeers. There is no difficulty in the 
path of b ocrige arrangements by which 
buyer and seller may be satisfied. Foreign- 
ers ask for nothing unreasonable when they 
insist upon such full examination of silk 
before actual purchase as bitter experience 
shows to be absolutely indispensable. With 
reform in Japanese selection and packing of 
silk; of the present dishonest method of pre- 
senting a sample of good quality to represent 
the bulk of bad:; of the countless tricks which 
have given rise to the common belief that 
Japanese have no appreciation of the scope 
of business proper, pay of the code of honour 
which governs its conduct, will come an 
extension of commerce of incalculable benefit 
to all, including the humblest tiller of the 
soil, or the unhappy being whose labour, 
instead of being atilised for the good of his 
country, is degraded to the level of that of 
beasts of burden.—Nov. 19. 


THE SILK COMPROMISE. 


OREIGN merchants having opened 
their campaign against the promoters 

of the Rengo with a great flourish of tram- 
pete and lond asseverations of their resolve 
never to give way; having in various meet- 
ings levelled sweeping charges of dishonesty 
and want of faith against Japanese mer- 
chante, declared their resolute intention 
never to recugnize the Rengo, and hav- 
ing finally worsted their opponents in 
the exhausting struggle, gave way sud- 
denly under circumstances as incem 
prehensible to Japanese as to the large 
mujority of foreigners who were not in the 
secret. As much of the responsibility for 
this state of things is supposed to rest upon 
Mr. Wien, it is but just to that gentleman 
to ascertain, as far as published reports will 
allow, to what extent his action is open to 
the charges of inconsistency which form the 
principal topic of conversation throughout 
the settlement. The following extracts from 
Mr. Witem’s various speeches will be useful 
in the present state of divided opinion as to 
the justice or otherwise of the action of the 
Inter meetings of the foreign silk sesocintion. 


Wat Mr. WILKIN SAID AND DID. 
Beptember 20 h. November 2nd. 


“The scheme just] “ Mr. Shibusawa_ in- 
launched by the Japanese|quired whether Mr. Wil- 
seems to contain within|kin thought, putting 


September 20th. 
t importance. . . 
ut are we able to depend| 
upon the former I 
unbesitatingly say that! 
at present there is noth-| 
ing to warrant our so do-| 
ing. My experience of| 
transactions with Japa-| 
nese extends in a good| 
many directions, and wm; 
opinion is that in no| 
direction is the trickery 
of natives more conspi- 
cuous than in the silk 
business. 
“ With such an experi- 
ence can buyers be rea- 


sonably asked, all of aj 


sudden, to trust them- 
selves in the hands of 
silkmen and their banto ?) 
5 There can be but 
one answer to these ques-' 
tions. And I repeat, 
therefore, that in the ab-| 
sence of confidence the| 
scheme proposed is worse| 
than impracticable.” 


October 13th. 

“Some of the native 
import merchants have, I 
may mention, volunteered 
their services to enden-| 
vour to mediate,—to sug-| 
gest, as they say, a com-| 
promise. They ak whe-| 
ther, supposing the guild) 
would be willing, repard-| 
less of expense, to provide} 
suitable godown accom-| 
modation in the foreign! 
settlement, as a tempo-| 
rary measure, foreigne! 
would consent to buy} 


through the guild. It is} 
needless to remark that 


this means a comprowiee| 
in which we yield nearly| 
everything, and they only 
the minor point of one o! 
the inconveniences. 

“It is vot for sellers, 


and especially for sellerai&c., Messrs, Shibusawa 


whom we cannot trust, 


to impose their terma| 


upon us. Let us clearly; 


inferring from the pas- 


Novewber 2nd. 
If we are justified in 


sages quoted on the 
éther side, that Mr. Wil- 
kin’s objection to a cen- 
tral market was due 
entirely to ite connection 
with the Rengo, the fol- 
lowirfg lines are of the 
utmost importance as 
showing that Mr. Wilkin 
must have understood 
that the scheme to which 
he gave his consent nine 
days later was identical 
with that of the Rengo. 


“Mr. Wilkin remarked 
that the present con- 
ference will come to noth- 
ing unless some means 
can be devised for carry- 
ing on the bsiness at 
lpresent. 

“Mr, Masuda replied 
that the object of the 
silk association is to 
obtain something like a 
general warehouse for 
inspection, &c. The quea- 
tion of present business 
can be easily arranged, 
but what the association 
now desire ia to settle 
whether or not a general 
warehouse can @s- 
tablished. Unless this 
point is settled it is ase- 
eas to talk about present 
|business. 

“Jt was finally agreed 
that Messrs. Walsh and 
Wilkin should consult 
with the forei mer- 
chants of Yokohama as 
to the feasibility of offer- 
ing a resolution at a 
ublic meeting approv- 
ing the plan of a coen- 
tral market on condition 
that until such market 
was established business 
should go on as before, 


‘and Masuda agreeing to 
endeavour to obtain the 
consent of the association 


understand our position. 


+ business should be 


Here we have a guild ofjoonducted in such man- 
sellers dictating to usmer, on condition that 
certainterms upon whichithe foreign merchants 


we shall buy their pro-| 
duce ;—and who are 
and what are their terme?! 
They are men who, seve- 
ral of them, have sys- 
tematically and every 
day the last 15 or 20 
years, attempted to trick 
us into paying more for 
their silk than it isl 
worth: and they demand) 
that we shall virtually 

lace ourselves in their| 

ands, that our time and| 
convenience shall be of 
little or no account, that 
they themselves shall 
hold everything in their| 
control, recover, as the| 
cant phrase is, ‘ their 
commercial rights.’ And 
we reply, we will not. 


“Now, gentlemen, I 
am not downhearted| 
about the issue of thie 
struggle. 


lapprove of the 
central market. 


On the 10th or lith 
‘instant, Mr. Wilkin, then 
chairman of the com- 
Imittee of the foreign silk 
laseociation, and subse- 
quently to the uncondi- 
tional delivery of some 
500 bales of silk to Mr. 
Abegg,accepted, bysigna- 
ture or promise, 10 bales 
lon the condition that the 
central market he had 
throughout the meet- 
ings of the foreign asso- 
ciation so strongly depre- 
cated should be formed. 


plan ofa 


November 12th. 

«T have put in writing 
to the import merchants 
what I have told them 
verbally, and said again 
land again any time this 
two months.” 


it some of the principles| 
of such imprvvement, 
but it presupposes as an 
essenti 
buyers are able to place 
implicit confidence in the; 
Japanese, not only in 
their straightforwardnese 
and honesty, but also in 
their judgment of silk. 


laside the question of pre- 
sent business, the es- 
tablishment of a central 


condition that:market would not be an}. 


advantage to all parties 
concerned ? 

“Mr. Wilkin thought 
that it might be, but was 
lof opinion that the ques- 
tion was one for future 


This 


it is not of such/discussion.” 


I have never been 80} 
proud of our community} The memorandum here 
as Iam at this time. .jreferred to was the terms 
and if we maintainjapon which a central 
this attitude I feel sure|warehouse could be es- 
that when these dif-jtablished. 
ficulties have passed 
away, we, a8 & com-| 
munity, will be the bet! 
for having stood o' 
ground through them. 


When the quotations given, above are 
studied, the conclusion seems to be, that 
while Mr. WILKIN was steadily recommending 
his brother merchants to resist the aggres- 
sions of the Rengo, to have no communication 
with or recognise the members of it, and 
above all to refuse their consent to a central 
warehouse, he was individually at “any time 
thie two months,” willing to negotiate with 
tho Rengo for the formation of such a central 
warehouse; and did, eventually, when the 
combination had finally given way, accept and 
ratify a proposal to that effect; and this 
entirely upon bis own motion and without 
that consultation with foreign merchants 
stipulated for at the meeting with Messrs. 
Masopa and Sarpusawa. 

‘We confess there were many difficulties in 
Mr. Witxin’s path. He had an unqualified 
right to act as be thought fit in his individual 
capacity. But the public only know that 
while he was reported to be the staunchest 
supporter of foreign opposition to demands 
of an improper character, he had, according 
to his own confession, acted in an entirely 
opposite manner ; and, against the known 
wishes of his colleagues, entered into an en- 

ment which wholly undid everything done 
by the foreign association during a protracted 
struggle of sixty days duration : for, divested 
of the many extraordinary provisions with 
which it is surrocnded, the proposition of the 
import merchants is neither more nor less 
than the proposition of the Rengo Kiito 
Niadsukarisho for its temporary suspension 
and eventual restoration in all its strength, 
the same in every respect but in name. 

Under the circumstances; and in view of 
the position Mr. Witxtn'’s action placed the 
foreign association in, there was nothing left 
but » compromise, or a gradual dissolation of 
the combination and its eventual unconditional 
submission. One day’s delay, one reference 
to a meeting before the act, would have 
prevented the error which nearly beirig oe 
about the ruin of foreign prestige, and 
certainly done it irreparable injary.—Nov. 21. 


A CENTRAL SILK WAREHOUSE. 


r hee propositions which appear to have 
been accepted for a central warehouse 
for the sale of silk require very careful exam- 
ination on all sides, by Japanese as well 
as foreigners. 
The proposition is, in effect, this. . If we, 
two or three persons long enjoying eet 
tradal privileges, can put forward a scheme 
which, we assure you, shall contain nothing 
objectionable to foreigners, nor any of the 
elements of a monopoly or interference 
with individoals, will you, brokers engaged 
in the import trade, give it your goaranteo 
and present it to foreigners for their 
acceptance and approval P The import 
brokers said yes, presented the proposal 
accordingly, and a qualified acceptance 
was given to it by a portion of the foreign 
merchants interested in the trade. A point 
which should not be lost sight of, but which 
does not seem to have occurred to any of the 
committee, is thia:—Will the promoters of 
the central market declare, xs part of the con- 
ditions of ite establishment, that union with 
it, or the conduct of transactions throngh 
it, shall be purely voluntary ; and that any 
producer of or dealer in silk may dispose of 
his produce in any way he chooses withont 
the meddlesome intervention of the centr 
market? If the avewer is in the affirmativel 
the question that suggests itself is, wha, 
consent of foreigners is required to an ing 
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stitution which is to improve the method of 
preparing and selling silk, which ia to be 
purely permissive with regard to native mer- 
chants, and which is to attract business by 
its own merits? If the answer to the first 
question is qualified or ambiguous, then 
foreigners make a serious mistake in promis- 
ing acceptance of conditions of which they 
now know nothing; and respecting which 
past Jaranese action is not a favourable 
recommendation. 

The persons primarily interested iu the 
formation of a central warehouse are not 
known for their liberal tendencies towards 
other traders; and their bond fides are so 
much in doubt that some sponsors are neces- 
sary before any proposition emanating from 
them should be accepted. We all know that 
if, it were not for the.pressure applied by the 
promoters of the Rengo, producers would 
come into the foreign settlement in greater 
nombers than they do; and if, under any 
circumstances, the authority of the Rengo is 
to be transmitted to the central market, a 
virtual monopoly, as potent as a monopoly in 
fact, will be established with the consent and 
ocr of foreigners. 

apanese merchants will do well do to put 
little faith in the promises made by the 
foreign community in this matter. So long 
as the Japanese promoters act in good faith 
in the terms of the promises sot ont in their 
prospectus, foreign merchants will keep their 
words ; but in that case, why ask for foreign- 
ers’ approval beforehand of a scheme which 
is to be perfect? Should the central market 
attempt to enfurce its conditions upon others, 
or interfere with individnal action, it will 
grouse opposition as formidable as that which, 
allayed for the moment, is only dormant 
and not,killed. To plunge into a consider- 
able expenditure for the erection of suit- 
able buildings for general inspeotion pur- 
poses on such a slender foundation as the 
qualified promise of a few foreign mer- 
chants is, to say. the least of it, prematare. 
The time when intimidation could be used to 
compel individuals to act- under the orders 
and control of the mejority, is. passing ; 
by; and if Japanese merchants theraselves | 
consent to this new institution without, 
thorough assorance of the purity of 
motive of those who arge it upon public 
attention, they will throw away the best. 
chance which has ever been offered to them 
to reform the trade, correct abuses, secure 
a good understanding in the future, and 
establish their own independence as Japanese 
merchants proper. 

Pat net your trust in foreigner's promises 
in this matter, gentlemen. They are worth 
just as mach as. your own, and will be per-' 
formed:in exactly the same measure. What, | 
therefore, isthe value of them? If your.own 
faith is good you need not ask for approval ;| 
if. it is not, the approval is worse than, 
Tes it is a delusion and a snare.—Nov. 


“THE FLYING RUMOURS GATHER'D 
AS THEY ROLLED.” 

ued resignation of his Excellency Oxuma, 

for many years chief of the financial 
administration of the empire, and a dis- 
tinguished member of the imperial govern- 
ment, has led to many other changes of a 
suggestive nature. To H. KE. Oxuma is to be 
ascribed the formation of the first, and at 


this day, only line of stcamers owned in 
ba To his exertions the moderate annual 
subsidy 


influence may be traced the existenee-of those | names of one prominent. government official 
protective and exclusive navigation laws]and.one foreigner are associated with. what 
which virtnally secure to one person orjsome persons style coming reform in the. 
undertaking the close monopoly of the coxst | coast trade, bat which is regarded by many: 
trade which is vested in the hands of the| earnest people with alarm as fresh evidence 
Miteo Bishi Company, a line which has{of that capricious, andne, and improper 
secured the confidence of the public by the re-| influence which effectually bara the penpls 
gularity of its working; the manner in which | from the enjoyment of those rights withont 
ite ships are kept up to the proper standard of | which the: commercial fatare of Japan is 
high seaworthiness ; and the goneral disposi- | devoid of a single ray of hope.—Nov. 19. 

tion evinced to meet the requirements of 
trade. This company receives government 
subsidies amounting to the very modest sum 
of yen 277,388, 15,000 of which is paid 
towards the marine school, 9,000 for the 
service of Okinawa, and 3,333 for that 


Miscellaneous Articles. 


to Korea, the Hongkong service being 
undertaken without compensation. These 
allowanees are charged to the expenditure 
of the marine office, a sub-department of 
the post office, which has, since its. formay 
tion, been under the able supervision of 


FIRES AND FIRB ENGINES. 
I. 


HAT “ fire ie a good servant aad a bad 
master” we have bad abundant preof 


Mr. Maresma, late postmaster-general. The!here in Yokohama. The dread sound of the 
ability with which Mr. Maresima discharged | fire bell is by no means strange to our errs. 
his onerous duties ; the importance to foreign! Year after year, and month after month, 
commercial interests, apart from the internal | the community have been called on to witness 
postal arrangements of Japan, of his reten-| terrible conflagrations accompanied more or 
tion in office, und the frivolous character of | Jgag with fearfal destraction of: property and 
the charges which formed the pretext for his|gome loss of life; and yet nothing: is done 
removal, point to @ probable movement of| either to avert or to remedy’ the evil'any- 
some significance in regard to the coast} more than if fire were an almost oukaown 
trade and the persons who are to participate| gconrrence. True, there are fire brigades anid 


‘for the benefit of individuals, and to the 
‘injary of the community. The mere with- 


_less profitable branches of ita trade; but if 


!Companc’s evixtence, opinion ia unanimous 


in its benefits in futare. 


costly s'eam fire engines, bat whether they 


So long as a monopoly of this vital portion | are as effective as they might be is ne open 


of a healthy native commerce is permitted, 
jast so long will all right-minded people 


question. , 
Concerning fire engines we have no special 


make it the object of attack and condemna-| knowledge. Nevertheless we consider the 


tion. Any movement which should havea 


uestion of: the prevention and: extinction 


tendency to abolish the monopoly would be|of fires in a place like this, where most of 
bailed with satisfaction as a step in the right|/the houses are built of wood; to be of-so 
direction. But the rumours which point to| much importance and of such vital interest 
a travafer of the privileges from one company |to the community that we gladly open our 
to another, based upon the removal.of the) columns to its discussion. 


two high officials, one of whom was.the-avow- 
ed supporter of the Mitsu Bishi Company, 
and the other competent to testify to the 
praiseworthy performance ofits public service, 
lead. tothe supposition that influences ad- 
véree to: the: Miteu Bishi and favourable to 
another undertaking: are elready at work, 
and that those influences are not unconnected 
with « rival commercial company. 

There are fow places where rumour finds 
such ready listeners as in this portion of Japan. 
Every official change is regarded as the 
forernnner of some new commercial scheme 


drawal of the annual subsidy, (equivalent to aj 
poor 2 yen per mile for the Shanghai line 
only, omitting the vast mileage of the coast 
postal service), would not be an iusurmounta- 
ble deprivation, as the company would then 
be in a position to discontinue some of the 


the protecting arm of the government is to be 
withdrawn from a tried andertaking for the 
purpose of being exerted in favour of a less 
competent and less wealtby rival, the chanze 
mast be fraught with grave consequences to 
the public; for, serious as is the objec- 
tion to the principle of the Mitsu Bishi 


ww the effect that uo monopoly in Japan has | 
been less abused, when the enormous advan- 
tages it offers to an uuscrapulons man are 
considered, than that of the coast trade. The 
change foreshadowed by the resignation of 
one of the most distingaished members of 
the cabinet, a minister of undoubted parte 


and ability, and one of the most able execu- 


tive officers of the present administration, is 


granted'te the ling ip due, To bis'slready freely disonesed in pablio; and the’ gration and the streams of water isening 


An old and esteemod resident: of Yoko, 
hama who has had- much experience as 
a firemav, and has often rendered: most 
essential service to the community, has placed 
a series of memoranda at our disposal with 
a view to bringing before the rare some 
real impression of the grent danger they 
incur by neglecting to provide effeetar! 
means of protection against the spread of 
fire in the event of an ontbrenk. He 
views with alarm the apathy and indif- 
ference which prevail on the subject; he 
desires to give the benefit of his experience 
and to offer a few words of warning and 
advice. Mr. Heot expresses himself to the 
following effect. 

The misery and damage caused ‘by fire, 
especially in this oountry, render it incam- 
bent on every one to contribute his know- 
ledge and experience in a discuesion as to 
the best mears of preventing this fearful cala- 
mity, and the question arises how are we to 
fight the enemy P 4 

In answering this question many pointe 
have to be taken into consideration as the 
engines have to be built to suit the require- 
ments of: the place. Those which woald 
be required to overcome fires in a town 
where houses are built of solid masonry and 
are often seven or eight stories high, would 
not do at all in a place where wood is princ’- 
pally used in their construction, and where 
the flames are liable to break out in several 
places in a short space of time. 

The latter is the case in Yokohama where 
houses are never more than two stories 
high. Small, light engines would therefore 
be most effective. They can be easily and 
quickly brought to the scone of the confla- 
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from them will reach the top of the highest 
building we have. 

To the credit of the Japanese it may be 
said that they are firemen “to the manner 
born ;” they are always ready to help, and 
any number of willing hands can always bo 
obtained for a small remaneration. 

To effectually extinguish a fire and to 
lessen the damage as much as possible it is 
of paramount importance that no time should 
be lost in renderirg assistance, so as to get 
the flames ander before they have bad time 
to apread. It is therefore the duty of every 
fire brigade, as soon as the alarm is given, to 
eend on light hand engines with a few men. 
Published records prove that many fires, by 
this means, are “nipped in the bud,” and 
that steam engines, as a rule, enter on the 
soene either “just in time to be too late,” 
or when the fiames are too much advanced 
for them to be of much assistance. Capt. 
Suaw, soperintendent of the London tire 
Brigade aaya:—‘‘ Out of 4,199 London fires 
during 1878, no fewer than 2,540 were ex- 
tingaished by the London Brigade hand 
pomp.” The following table extracted from 
a recent report of the Amsterdam Fire Bri- 
gade will show how effectual hand engines 
are in sabdning the “devouring element :’— 


____ NUMBERS OF VIRES EXTIXGUISHED WITH 


eae} aye] at hadiea] 


|——-|- ——| —— -| —- 


15] 9 7? | 6 | s®/ 1 1¢ 
18] 6 ge] 4¢) s¢/ 1°) 0 
27| 8 8¢] 0 1 2°10 
23 10* | 9°) 6%] 4*/| 2] o 
81 | 13 4a*/} 8*| 26) 2 10 
26 | 13 7? | 2¢| a} 1] 1° 


© In these fires steam was used. 


To illustrate our meaning a little more 
clearly it may perhaps not be out of place to 
quote one or two passages from a work 
entitled Fires, Fire Engines and Fire Brigades 
by C.F.T. Young, 0. E., which we have 
before us :— 


+ “ Every fire, however large, must evidently 

have originated from a small beginning, and 
could doubtless have been prevented from 
assuming large and destructive proportions 
were the means of checking its incipient 
mischief easily and quickly obtainable. Fires 
continually become destructive from delays 
in bringing the engines to the spot, from 
want of water when they have got there, or 
delay in{gettingjthe engines to work.” 


“ I¢ is an indisputable and well-known fact 
that the quicker # fire can be discovered and 
taken in hand, the more easily it can be ex- 
tinguished, the less severe the damage or 
loss will be, and the less the amount of water 
that will be wasted. To secure these three 
desirable ends, no reasonable amount of 
trouble or expense should be spared ; and, 
in fact, in # matter of such vital importance 
to the community at large, it is a serious 
sone if expense should be considered at 

“ Such a system as this is what is required 
in the large towns and cities of Great Bri- 
tain, and in London especially ; for past and 
present experience have shown in the case of 
serious conflagrations, how important it is to 
have the earliest possible notice of a fire, and 
that the least possible amount of time may 
elapse before it be taken in hand. In the 
majority of cases a hand pump, or even a less 

werful means, would have prevented loss 
of hundreds of thousands of pounds; and 
even at a later period of the fire, the saving 
of ten minutes would have made all the dif- 


ference, 


Another important point to consider is the 
supply of water; and as a rale wells are al- 
ways at hand in the settlement. Until we 
are provided with water-works engines ought 
always to be furnished with buckets and 
arrangements made for water to be carried 
by men in strapped saké barrels. A nom- 
ber of tubs might also be kept filled 
in every compound and at the corners of 
streeta. By this means there would always 
be an ample supply of water ready to hand 
in cage of emergency. Experience has shown 
how difficult it is to start the suction hose 
and how much valaable time is often lost. 


Many years ago an engine built on the 
above principle was ordered from Europe. It 
was generally first in the field and gave great 
satisfaction. If we had a few more of the 
same sort they would soon prove a source of 
immense profit to the community as well as 
to underwriters. 

Safety in Yokohama lies, not so much in a 
large stream of water from a steam engine, 
as from a number of small ones being 
brought to play on the fire so as to prevent 
ita further spread. Small band engines can 
get into places where large ones worked by 
steam could not possibly find their way. Thé 
fire brigade formerly had two hand engines, 
but sold them by public auction and they 
now pin their faith on steam. This was 
decidedly a retrogressive step on their part, 
for it has been proved; by statistics that only 
83 per cent of fiies in England are extin- 
paid by the latter means; while in this 
settlement we do not know of any one fire 
prevented or extinguished by the steam 
engine. 

A house fairly on fire in this place is al- 
ways destroyed. The exertions of firemen 
must therefore be directed against the spread 
of the flames, and this can always be done at 
the ontaet with a very small stream of water. 
The wages paid to the engineer of a steam 
engine alone will suffice for upwards of a 
dozen drilled men who coald be always on daty 
to render assistance whenever wanted. Small 
hand engines can be transported from place to 
place as easily as jinrikisha, and can always be 
at work in five minutes after arrival. Not 
so the steam engine. It will take half an 
hour at least to get the steam up even when 
the engineer is within call, but if that fanc- 
tionary should be absent, asleep, or ill 
the chances are that it would be impos- 
sible for the ponderous machine to put in an 
appearance atall. In any case, there are few 
places except the bund and the creek where 
a sufficient and convenient water supply 
could be procured for such “ white elephants,” 
How much money is wasted on the steam 
fire engine the following estimate will show. 

The engineer's wages are $70 per month. 
This sum is sufficient to pay fourteen Japa- 
nese firemen at eight yen a month which 
would be an ample staff for seven small hand 
engines which could be always held in readi- 
ness to turn out with two men each at a mo- 
ment’s notice. They could be properly train- 
ed and an arrangement might be made with 
others who would be only too willing to ren- 
der assistance for a trifling remuneration. 
If these small engines are stationed in diffe- 
rent parts of the settlement some of them 
could easily, going at jinrikisha speed, get to 
the scene of a fire in abont five minutes after 
the alarm ia given, and after a similar inter- 
val be ready to send a stream of one centi- 
metre in diameter sixty feet high on the 
borning building, which would be more 
than sufficient at the first outbreak. 
In half an hour, at the most, the seven 
engines would be all at work, and 


it is very doubtfal if a steam engine, even 
under the most favourable circumstances, 
could be brought to the scene of a fire in that 
space of time. It may be added that the 
sum of money which has been spent on one 
steam engine would suffice to provide a large 
number of small hand ones. 

The police, who are quick enough in turn- 
ing out at the sound of the fire bell should 
have their proper daties assigned to them, and 
not be permitted to meddle indiscriminately 
with anything and everything. It is for 
them to keep the road clear leading to and 
from the water supply so that the bearers 
may pass and repass without let or hindrance 
for the purpose of replenishing their buckets. 

Tn order that firemen may be thoronghly 
expert in their duties and to ensure that the 
engines are in good order they should be 
exercised at least once a month. 


For the present we will stop to resume the 
subject at an early period, and give some 
farther results of Mr. Hsat’s varied ex- 
perience as a fireman. Too much credit can- 
not be given to him for the thoughtfal care 
he has displayed for a period extending over 
many years in promoting the safety of the 
community. He has studied the matter most 
attentively, and any opinion expressed by him 
thereon is certainly entitled to respect; it 
is therefore to be hoped that our gallant fire 
brigade will not fail to profit by the advice 
he offers for their information and guidance 
in the performance of their arduous and im- 
portant daties: and that atan early date a 
committee will be formed to organize a more 
effective system of fire prevention than that 
which now ig rather more costly and embar- 
rassing than it can ever be usefal.—Nov. 5. 
IL. 

W* now proceed with the examination 
and investigation of Mr. Heat's 

asefal and valuable notes and memoranda on 
the subject of fires and fire engines. 

Mr. Hear has directed our attention to a map 
of the settlement by which he shows of what 
little nse steam fire engines really are. They 
are so combersome that they can only 
be fed from a large volume of water. 
As long as a fire takes place within a radias 
of one hundred, or one hundred and fifty 
yards from the bund, all well and good. 
Bat should one break ont at a farther 
distance from that locality thore would be 
little or no chance of the ponderous machine 
being of any service. With Mr. Heor's 
hand engines the case is far different. They 
are so small and light that they could be 
supplied from any well, tank, or run sing 
stream, and are so easily connected one with 
another that they could be made to reach to 
@ fire, no matter how far it may be from 
water, as long as there was an unlimited 
supply of hose. 

We will here introduce a translation of the 
introduction of a ‘‘Hand-book for Fire 
Brigades” by Y. C. Dyckmeeater, Com. 
mander of the Amsterdam Fire Brigade, 
which contains many valuable suggestions :— 

“Tt isaead prospect for the national welfare 
that so many necessary and important fire 
brigades have become careless and inefficient 
from want of proper control being exercised 
by the authorities.” 

“ When there is a fire there is disorder and 
confusion. Everybody commands and no- 
body obeys. The flames take the opportunity 
to spread, and by the time everything is in 
readiness there is nothing left to be saved.” 

“The fire engines are frequently of an 
antiquated and obsolete construction, are 
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kept, and badly handled, and 
ly sre very imperfect in opera- 
tion and sometimes will not work at all. 


often Ls 
consequent! 


These facts are so well known by the 
public that it is needless to dilate on them.” 

“ Most serious consideration is called for 
to remedy this state of affairs, and every 
citizen is in daty bound to assist in the 
work. This book is therefore dedicated to 
eommanders and officers of fire brigadea, and 
all others interested in the matter.” 

‘© Communities who are anxious for reform 
in their fire brigades will find the means of 
effecting them pointed out, and those who can 
not, or will not, cast aside old traditions will 
learn how to improve the mode of working 
to which they 90 tenaciously adhere. We 
hope the hand-book will be regarded in the 
light of an earnest warning to be up and 
doing, and not to delay improvements until a 
disastrous fire breaks out.” 


Mr. Heor has translated a few passages 
from the body of the work. They are some- 
what lengthy, and may perhaps try the 
patience of those who prefer a more sensa- 
tional atyle of reading. They contain so 
many important hints, however, that we do 
not feel justified in suppressing them :— 


“ Organtsation.—As a rale, far too little im- 
portance is attached to the proper organiza- 
tion of a fire brigade, and it is only after 
numerous, bitter complaints, and after many 
fires that the necessity for improvement ir 
felt. A cry is raised for more engines, many 
clamour for a steam engine, and all the avail- 
able money is at once expended.” 

Mach as we appreciate a plentiful supply 
of engines, we believe it will be found to be 
much more to the purpose to ensure better 
organization and to adopt means to falfil the 
following requisitions :— 


“ 1nt.—To ascertain as quickly as-possible 
the exact place of the fire. 


2nd.—To get there as soon as possible. 

8rd.—To have sufficient engines and means 
to save luman life. 

4th.—To have a sufficient supply of water. 

5th.—To have drilled men able to work 
the engines. 

6th.—To have one commander.” 

“ Professional Fire Brigades.— Professional 
fire brigades consist of paid bodies of men 
whose duty is to extinguish fires, and to 
act on the fundamental principle of staying 
all fires in the beginning.” 

“Tf aubscriptions are raised and expended 
with care and jadgment there ia no reason 
why professional fire brigades should not 
exist in all towns” (not excepting Yokohama.) 

“ Manual fire engsnes.—The principal means 
of extinguishing fires are of course fire 
engines. And yet there are many places 
which have only very old and defective ones, 
which very often will not work when requir- 
ed, whilst there are other places which have 
none at all. Such useless lomber as that. 
referred to had better be sold off at once, as 
the money they annually cost in repairs 
would be better expended in the purchase of 
new ones.” 

“ Want of money is anexcuse very frequent- 
ly urged for not having a good engine; and 
it hae often happened that a fire which might 
easily have been stopped at the onset by a 
small onc, which was not forthcoming, has 
led to the destruction of a whole village.” 

“ An oft repeated cry is * Oh! this will not 
happen here ;” a false security is thus raised 
which in the end is paid for only too dearly. 
Then there is a rush from one extreme to 
the other, A community, which for years 
has been destitute of engines waste their 


money in the purchase of one of enormous 
dimensions which requires a small army to 
work it.” 

“From a small engine that is easily 
worked, and which can be kept continually 
playing we have often more aseful effect 
than from a large one that has to stop from 
time to time because there is no water, or 
because the men are exhausted by working 
it. Therefore you must always, in buying 
an engine, take into consideration your supply 
of water and men.” 

“When a community has to depend only on 
water supplied by pumps, or that has to be 
doled out by tubs &e., they ought never to 
take an engine larger than from 8 to 10 cen- 
timetres diameter in cylinder, becanse they 
will do more useful work than larger ones, 
which have to stop now and again through 
lack of water, during which intervals the 
fiames may again ignite those parts of the 
building in which they have been previously 
extinguished. Even in places where neither 
water nor men are scarce it is not advisable, 
at the first outbreak, to take an engine larger 
than that above referred to.” 

“In most cases two small engines playing om 
a burning bailding in different places will 
have more effect than one large one; one of 
them will be almost directly at work, and is 
case of accident to either of them the firemen 
will never be helpless.” 

In every community there ought to be at 
least one engine to every thousand souls. It 
is utterly mexcusable for small villages, 
hamlets, factories, prisons, itale, large 
isolated buildings, amall ships &c. to be an 
provided with at least one portable engine, 
for it is an incontrovertible truth that when 


not have a small pail, can, or jug of water 
kept constantly filled, and a small hand 
pump also, so that, in the event ofa fire 
breaking out, the means of attacking it 
would be ready at the shortest notice, and 
the fire extinguished at once, or kept in 
check until the arrival of more powerfal 
means than those in the possession of the 
inmates.” 


Mr. W. Bappety, C. E., says in one of bis 
communications on the subject of extinguish- 
ing fires, that he has endeavoured to “impress 
“the necessity of combating fires at close 
“ quarters; and I now add, that to stand on 
“ the outside of a house with the branch of a 
“* fire engine, so long as the tnterior can be 
“ advantageously and safely entered, exhibits 
“ gdecided want of skill and courage, and 
“is the principal, if not the sole, cause of 
“the waste of water at fires.” 


We had marked several for quote- 
tion, but anfortunately our space is limited, 
and so one or two more must suffice. Many in 
Yokohama probably are under the impression 
that fire-extinguishing is the easiest thing in 
the world, and partakes much more of the 
character of sport than of sober, serious busi- 
ness. Let them read what followa and they 
will soon be undeceived :— 


“The proper study of fire extinguishing, 
its principles and requirements, as a rule, 
has been entirely neglected in this coantry 
(England); and it is a question if it has 
ever been thoroughly considered. The fact 
that water will extinguish fire, and that an 
engine will throw water, seeme to be about 
all that is known or cared for on the subject, 
and any scientific view of the question, or 


a fire starts, the first and quickest help ts te | fesirontons to enable it to be carried out 
best and most effective and decides in most cases | properly; have met with but little attention ; 


the fate of the attacked building. 


and, in fact, to take an engine to a fire, get 


“The amall expense of such an engine: plenty of water, and pump away, might and 


removes all hindrances to its general adop-|main, is, so far as experience shows, all that 


tion, especially as it can be employed for 
other purposes sach as watering grass and 
planta, cleaning windows, watering roads &e. 
&o.” 


In our first article we gave one or two 
passages from a work entitled Fires, Fixe 
Engines and Fire Brigades by C. F. T. Young. 
We will now return to it and reproduce a few 
paragraphe, which are well worthy the atten- 
tion of the Yokohama Fire Brigade :— 


“A pailfal of water applied on the discove 
of the fire at ite earliest stage would saath 
always conquer it; but if not done at once, 
tons will be required to do what might have 
been done by pounds. Could any arrange- 
ment insare the application of water to 
a fire of the usual description within 
five minutes of its commencement, the pre- 
gresa of two-thirds of them would be effeote- 
ally resisted; for a little water, even a pint, 
at that moment is everything.” 


As a casein point Mr. Youna relates the 
following ciroumstance which may be familiar 
to some of our readers :— 


“In the great fire that occurred at Barclay’s 
Brewcry, where all except the malt lofts was 
destroyed, Mr. John Braithwaite was instra- 
mental in saving some £60,000 worth of 
malt by such means. The beams on one side 
of the malt lofts had caught fire; he went 
across one of the beams with two pint pots, 
carrying a g:llon of water ander his arm, 
and applying it on the burning part he ex- 
tinguished the fire in the beams, and the 
malt was saved. This shows the importance 
of having means at hand for attacking a fire 
at the earliest moment; and there can be 
no reason why every room in s house should 


is done or required.” 

“In France it will be found that fire ex- 
tinguishing is made a study, and each fire- 
man is instructed in the system and duties 
required of him, having to pass an examina- 
tion on it to show that he is properly ac- 
quninted with his duties; and to thr is no 
doubt owing the success with which fires are 
controlled by them, with means, to the eyes 
of an Englishman, of anything but a saffi- 
cient character. It has yet to be prov- 
ed that such a plan and system are inapplic- 
ablo elsewhere, and it is most desirable and 
important that, in arranging the new fire 
brigade, this should not be lost sight of.” 

-When a fire occurs here in Yokohama the 
mighty steam engine very often shines by its 
absence. It failed, for instance, to put in an 
appearance at the general horpital on the 
occasion of the recent outbreak. 1f the ques- 
tion is asked why it did not turn ont, the 
answer will probably be ‘no water.” How 
far such a reply ought to be considered satie- 
factory we leave our readers to decide. 
This is what Mr. Young has to say on the 
question of water, or no water :— 


“Every town and village of any sise should 
possess at least a fire engine, buckets, and 
proper appliances ready for use when wanted, 
and also one or two parties who could take 
the lend in managing them, and seeing them 
maintained in working order. It is no use 
to say that because a fire bas never happened, 
one shal not occur; and it certainly is not a 
very wise step to wait until a fire takes place 
and a large amount of property is destroy- 
ed, »s well as life jeopardised, before 
the necessity of providing some means of 


checking it is shown to beapparent. Dasing | 


T 


HE JAPAN GAZETTR. 


the past year (1865) as well as long prior, 
there bas been no want of cases to prove 
what might have been done had there ‘been 
an engine and appliances at hand. No doubt 
in many oases it may be said, ‘ But where is 
the water to come from?’ The answer is, 
that no place should be allowed to remain 
unprovided for in this respect; for even 
without an engine, what could be done if 
there was no water? and it is a most dis- 
graceful state of things for any town or 
village to be snffored to remain without some 


easily available provision for this purpose. 
It is a rare case where means cannot be 
found to maintain one or two ponds or re- 
servoirs in soch proximity to a village, or 
even a single farm-house, as to be of great 
ntility in the event of a fire occarring, and 
from which an engine might be supplied, or 
the water removed in buckets in the absence 
of an engine, as it is more frequently that 
the want ofa provision of this sort is felt 
than the want of an engine where there is 
such a pond or reservoir.” 

“ The desirability and importance of a copi- 
ons and readily available system of water 
supply in all cities and towns cannot be too 
highly estimated or be too carefully and 
efficiently carried out. As a rule it will be 
found that in most places the system of water 
supply has been gradually developed, and 
started at first with too little regard to 
‘future requirements, or the probable increase 
in buildings or manofacturing operations.” 

Mr. Hear says his own fire engines are 
the result of close observation and long ex- 

rience of fire extinguishing in this country. 

hey are small, light, and portable, and can be 
quickly moved from one place to another to 
arrest the spread of flames. They are war- 
ranted to be of good workmanship and with 
moderate care, will last a lifetime, When 
filed they will work at once, and no trouble 
or delay is incarred by the use of suction hose. 
If a few tubs are kept filled with water in 
different parts of the settlement, and every 
dozen households join together for mutua- 
protection, gangs of men being held in readi- 
ness to carry water, large fires, so disastrous. 
to the country, can always be prevented. 

For the money paid for the costly, but 
almost useless, steam engine a perfect brigade 
of small ones could be obtained as will be 
seen by the following calculation. 

The big “white elephant” is said to 
have cost $2.800. Twelve of Mr. Hear's 
engines at $150 each would realise $1,800, 
leaving $1,000 for the purchase of 600 
yards of hose and couplings. This would 
admit of four streams of water being played 
from a distance of 150 yards by connecting 
three engines together, vis:—one engine at 
the water, the second half way, and the 
third at the fire. This allows a wide margin, 
as it seldom happens that water is so remote 
from the seene of an outbreak as the distance 
above-named. Can the steam-engine be de- 
pended on for accomplishing as mach ? 

In bringing this subject to the notice of 
the public Mr. Hezar's sole object has been 
to impress the commanity with a sense of 
the peril in which they are pinced by relying 
teo mach on a means which was never 
intended for attacking a fire at the 

- ontset, and which generally arrives too 
Inte to be of mach service. The Bieff 
property has beeu nilowed to remain almost 
tatally unprutected, and so it continues to 
this day. As he has devoted much atten. 
tion to. the subject of fire extinguishing he 
feels it incambent on him to give others the 
benefit of his experience. He purposes making 
@ public trial of the powers of his engines, 


and should the commanity thereby be in- 
daced to discuss the question farther, he will 
gladly place the Gaiety Theatre at their dis- 
posal for the purpose, and be present at the 
meeting to answer any questions, or to afford 
any information thet it may be in his power 
to give.—Nov. 12. 


THE FOOD OF THE JAPANESE. 


ee report by General Van Buren, head- 
ed as above, which was published in 
the Japan Gasette of the 29th. inst., must have 
commended itself to the favourable notice of 
moet readers. Had they nothing else to 
recommend them the communications from 
the United States Consul General, which have 
frequently appeared in this paper would 
command attention from the fearlessness and 
honesty with which the writer expresses bis 
opimions. One of our less known or lees read 
poets says :— 
Never yet 

Feund I true ity A anyone 

Who let the world’s opistion cripple thought. 

General Van Bonme certainly does not let 
the world’s opinien oripple his thonghte, for 
if he did he wonld not have advocated 
®@ vegetarian diet as plainly and as un- 
mistakeably as he does in the following 
passage :— 

“The object of this paper will be to show, 
without toe meeh detail, what food, nnder all 
these unfavorable circomstances, these people 
have been able to prodace, its variety, com- 
parative nutrition, and adaptability to the 
wants of the human economy; thus, to some 
extent, explaining the apparent anomaly of 
people exhibiting endurance of body and 
power of intellect to a very considerable 
degree, while deprived of the usual natri- 
ment held to be essential to such develop- 
ments.” 

Considering the weight of authority which 
he has on his side General Van Burney might 
have expressed himself a great deal more 
definitely than be has done. As he truly 
says, the ™ praises of beef are sung wherever 
Occidental civilization has penetrated.” 
Englishmen, all the world over, never tire of 
their traditional roast beef, sapplemented by 
plam pudding, and washed down with the 
soul-inspiring nectar of Bassor Allsop. Bat 


beeanse they doeat, and will eat, beef and mut- Bread, 
ton until the end of the chapter it by no means | Whee! 


follows that it is necessary for them to do so. 
It may be asserted that there are few who 
will dispate the opinion of the late Dr. 
Paaxes on the subject of food. His work 
on “Practical Hygiene” is universally 
acknowledged as a standard authority on 
all sanitary questions. With respect to the 
relative value of food of the same class ha 
says 

“The chemical composition of animal and 
vegetable albuminates is very similar, and 
they manifestly serve equal purposes in the 
body. The meat-eater | the man who lives 
on corn, or peas and rice, are equally well 
uourished. Bat it has been sup, d that 
either the kind or the rapidity of nutrition is 
different, and that the man who feeds on 
meat, or the carnivorous animal, will be mora 
active, and be more able to ex rt a sudden 
violent effort, than the vegetarian, or the 
herbivorous animal, whose food has an equal 
potential energy, bat which is supposed to 
be less easily evolved. The evidence in 
favour of this view seems to me very imper- 
fent. The rapid movemonte of the carnivora 


have been contrasted with the slow, dull 
action of domestic cattle; bat, not to speek 
of the horse, whoever has seen the hightning 
movements of the wild antelope or cow, or 
even the wild pig, who is herbivorous in 
many cases, can doubt that vegetable feeders 
can exert a movement even more rapid and 
more enduring than the tiger or the wolf? 
And the evidence in men is the same. In 
India, the ill-fed people, on rice and a little 
millet or pea, may indeed show less power ; 
but take the well-fed corn-eater, or even the 
well-fed rice and pea eater, and he will show, 
when in training, no inferiority to the meat- 
eaters. An argument has also been drawn 
from the complicated alimentary canal of the 
herbivora, bot probably this is chiefly intend- 
ed to digest the cellulose, and the digestion 
and absorption of albuminates may be as 
rapid as in other animals.” 

As Dr. Parkes probably did not practise 
vegetarianism the foregaing may be consider- 
ed as strong and impertial testimony in favour 
of that system of diet. He discusses the ad- 
vantages aud disadvantages of meat with 
equal fairness and at considerable length; 
According to him the advantages of beef or 
mutton as food appear to be, the large amount 
of nitrogenous substance, the anion of this 
with moch fat, the presence of important 
enits, and iron. It is easily cooked at any 
time, in any mauner and in any place, and 
is very digestible. Dr. Parkes was also in- 
clined to think—though he appears to have 
had his doubtsa—that meat is more easily 
assimilated than vegetables, but he did not 
venture to sesert that the use of large quan- 
tities of meat increased either bodily strength 
or mental faculties any more than any other 
kind of witrogenous food. He anid it was 
an uncertainty, and was eoatent to leave it 
oo. The great disadvantage of meat, be 
says, is the want of starch. 

The relative value of ment and the veget- 
ables best known in this country, or at least 
most used by foreigners, will be best under- 
stood from the following table which has been 
compiled from analyses made by the late Dr. 
Parggs and Dr. De Cuaumont. The figures 
given are not quite the same as those quoted 
by General Van Boren bot the difference is 
very etight :— 


Salts, 
1.6 
18 
17 
06 
14 
1 
a 
7 
see 1. 
5 6 
3.9 6 
96.5 5 


These figures oe for themselves ; 
reader will easily form bis own opinion. 


Whilst this on subject it may be well togive 
one or two more quotntions to show that 
General Vax Boren has more reason on his 
sidethau at first appears. Few, if any, who read 
this are likely to adopt a vegetarian diet, but 
that need not prevent them from weighing the 
pros and cons with a view to discovering the 
truth. 

The following passage is taken from a 
work poblished many years ago by a writer, 
who had devoted mach attention to the ques- 
tion of food reform. Without endorsing 
everything he says, his opinion is at least 
entitled to be treated with due respect :— 

“Comparative anatomy teaches us that 
man resembles the frogivorous animals in 
everything, the carnivéeons.in nothing. He 
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has neither claws wherewith to seize his prey, 
nor distinct and pointed teeth to tear the 
living fibre. A mandarin of the first class, 
with nails two inches long, would probably 
find them alone inefficient to hold even a 
bare. It is only by softening and disguising 
dead flesh by calinary preparation that it is 
rendered susceptible of mastication or diges- 
tion, and that the sight of its bloody juice 
aod raw horror does not excite loathing and 
disgust.” 

“Man resembles no carnivorous animal. 
There is no exception, unless man be one, 
to the rule of herbivorous animals having 
cellulated colons.” 

“The orang-outang perfectly resembles 
man both in the order and in the number of 
bis teeth. The orang-outang is the most 
anthropomorphous of the ape tribe, all of 
whom are strictly fragivorous. There is no 
other species of animals, which live on diffe- 
rent food, in which thia analogy exists. In 
many fragivorous animals the canine teeth 
are more pointed and distinct than those of 
man. The resemblance also of the human 
stomach to that of the orang-outang is 
greater than to that of any other animal.” 

“ The stracture of the haman frame, then, 
is that of one fitted to a pure vegetable diet 
in every essential particular. It is true that 
the reluctance to abstain from animal food, 
in those who have been long accustomed to 
ita stimulus, is so great in some persona of 
weak minds as to be scarcely overcome. Bat 
this is far from bringing any argament in its 
favour. A lamb, who was fed for some 
time on flesh by a shbip’s crew, refured its 
natural diet at the end of the voyage. There 
are numerons instances uf horses, sheep, oxen 
and even wood-pigeons having been taught 
to live upon flesh until they have loathed 
their natnral aliment. Young children evid- 
ently prefer pastry, oranges, apples, and 
other fruit, to the flesh of animals, until, by 
the gradual depravation of the digestive 
organa, the free use of vegetables has, for a 
time, poe sericus inconveniences—for a 
time, I say, since there never was an instance 
wherein a change from spirituous liquors and 
animsl food to vegetables and pure water 
has failed ultimately to invigorate the body 
by rendering ite juices bland and consen- 
taneous, and to restore to the mind that 
cheerfulness and elasticity which not one in 
fifty possesses on the present system. A love 
of strong liquors also is with difficulty taught 
infante. Almost every one remembers the 
wry faces which the first glass of port pro- 
duced. Unsophisticated instinct is invari- 
ably uanerring, but to decide on the fitness of 
animal food from the perverted appetites 
which its continned adoption gies: is to 
make the criminal a judge of his own cause. 
It ia even worse, for it is appealing to the 
infatuated drunkard in a question of the 
salubrity of brandy.” 

The latter half of the last paragraph sug- 
gests a connection between ment-eating and 
wine-drinking. It is rather an_ intricate 
question to go into but it appears that the 
two,*from the earliest ages of the world, 
have been anything but strangers to one 
another. There is the authority of scripture 
for believing that Noah, after the flood, took 
to flesh-eating. He seems to have adopted 
wine-drinking at one and the same time for 
it is said that he got drank with wine. 
Whether the legend be regarded as an 
chistorical fact or not itis suggestive. Dr. 
Jacxson of New York does not hesitate to 
class them as cause and effect. He says :— 


“Tt is certain that no person will drink 
without the desire to drink—the desire being 


always the prompting motive to indulgence. 
How comes it then that we create this desire 
for strong drinks in our children? I an- 
ewer, we do this through our wretched dietetic 
arrangements. I have made extensive in- 
quiries—and my opportunities have been 
anusually large—and I never found a man 
who was in the habit of becoming intoxicat- 
ed who did not own that he was more or 
less a glutton; nor have I ever heard of a 
man who was a drunkard who was careful in 
his dietetic habits. All historical facts con- 
firm this view. If you go back into that 
period of civilisation known as the middle 
ages, and on to our own time, you will find 
in all places where drunkenness has prevailed, 
that there has existed with the drunkards, 
and with the population out of which drunk- 
ards are made, a gluttonous indulgence at 
table. The Norman baron was a glutton ; 
the Saxon franklin was a glutton; the fat 
abbot was a glatton; the mitred priest was 
a glutton; the politician, statesman, mer- 
chant, who becamea drunkard, was a glutton. 
Wherever men drank, they feasted glutton- 
ously. They ate to excess, and thas they 
drank to excess. Had their habits of eating 
been corrected, their habits of drinking would 
have followed suit inevitably.” 


The foregoing must suffice. Vegetarians 
and temperance advocates may, if they please, 
pnrane the inquiry farther. Enongh has 
been said to show that the theory advanced by 
General Van Buren is neither a new nora 
rash one; and he has produced ample 
proof to support his arguments and in- 
ferences. He is an able writer; whatever 
reports emanate from his pen are evidently 
the oatcome of keen observation and close 
study, and are always coached in a light, 
readable style which invariably gain for them 
the attention and approval of general readers 
who usually shun “ official utterances” not 
only as being “unanswerable,” but as dull, 
dry, and uninteresting. General Van Buren 
has made a new departure in this respect for 
which he cannot be too highly commended ; 
his papers being valuable contributions to 
general knowledge of this country, and the 
social condition and habits of the people.— 
Nov. 12” 


Reviews. 


A DIPLOMATIST’S VIEW OF JAPAN. 


ao volume is the second by the same 
writer. In the former, announced as 
the commencement of a series of Excursions 
autour du Monde, he dwelt chiefly on China, 
and now gives personal experiences in 
India, Barmah, Malayasia, Japan, and the 
United States.(}) ‘Ihe Count de Roche- 
chouart very mach resembles those “ gentle- 
men of quality’ who occasionally used to 
condescend to write or translate books a 
couple of centuries ago. He treats his 
readers de haut en bas. He is constantly 
posing before them asa gentleman at large, 
who rarely takes so much trouble as he is 


now doing, and who hopes the poor devils] P° 


who buy his book will be grateful to a 
“Ministre Plenipotentiaire” who descends 
from his pedestnl and notices their exist- 
ence at all. But if we can put up with 


(1) Les Indes, la Malaisie, le Japon, et les Etats- 
unis, par Le Cte. Julien de Rochechouart, Minstre 
Plenipotentisire, Paris; E. Plon et Ciei. 188}. 


these airs of Monsieur le Ministre, we will 
find him a very chatty and pleasant, if not 
always trastworthy, guide. His placid de- 
portment is disturbed by the position of the 
English in India. He aconses them of all 
sorts of horrible crimes ;— 


“The English are serious masters: they 
“have no light hand, and when they think 
“ their interests engaged, they do not hesitate 
“at any step. History is fall of incidents 
“‘ which do hononr neither to the generosity, 
“ nor even good faith of the leaders of that 
“nation. These have not been of a nature to 
“‘inorease the sympathy of foreigners, and 
“have provoked hatred which has resisted 
“ time, and the traces of which can uever be 
“ effaced. Nowhere is this hatred so great as 
“in India and Burmah. This history of the 
“ conquest of Bengal is full of details which 
“ make the names of Warren, (sic) Husting, 
‘* (sic) and Lord Clive synonymous with 
“ mendacity, &c., &o.” 


Curious it is that scarcely a foreigner oan 
write on India and do bare justice to all that 
Englishman have done and tried to do in 
that country. It may be that the splendoor 
of the possession excites feelings of envy, 
hatred, and malice. 


From the Malay Peninsula the author 
came on to Japan. He has little of interest 
to say respecting the country, and were it 
not for his remarks on the position of foreign- 
era and extra-territoriality, we should have 
paid bat scant attention to the book. He 
thinks that previous writers on this country 
have regarded the Japanese with too much 
indulgence, and their enthasiasm has led 
them into exaggeration. His plan, however, 
is simply to present his own impressions as 
they were written in his diary from day to 
day. This journal contained some state- 
ments which were dictated by a vigorous 
imagination rather than strict accuracy. So, 
at least, we surmise from specimens which 
he gives. Kobe, he states, is the port of Yogo, 
the ancient capital of Japan. It is a town as 
European as Shanghai or Hongkong, with 
this difference, that it is almost deserted. 
The hopes which led European merchanta 
to settle there have not been realised, and as 
business was bad it became necessary to 
abandon the place, and now Kobe is only 
occupied during a portion of the year as a 
whaling station! Yokohama, however, makes 
up for this disappointment. It is the real 
centre, political and commercial, of Japan. 
The residents on the Blaff are highly 
aristocratic in their sentiments, and 
with contempt the poor people who live in 
the settlement. The nobles of Japan, in place 
of devoting their enormous wealth to the 
maintenance of their influence, are, it seems, 
ruining themselves by gambling and carous- 
ing. 

On the subject of the treaties, however, we 
may listen with respect to the writer's re- 
marks. He is a trained diplomatist, and it 
may therefore be well to see the questions 
which agitate ua, as a trained ‘ outsider’ sees 
them. The desire of every Japanese states- 
man, he observes, is to free his country from 
the yoke of the capitulationa, or extra 
territorial clauses of the treaties with foreign 
wers, which withdraw foreigners from the 
jorisdiction of Japanese tribunals, and assure 
them a kind of impunity. Bat in place of 
obtaining this freedom by demonstrating to 
Europe the impartiality and integrity of 
Japanese judges, the Mikado's government en- 
deavour to secure by it surprise, and by obtain- 
ing concessions which, although insignifi- 
cant in appearance, havefor their aim the des- 
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traction of the capitulations. It was easy to 
discover this intention and to frustrate it, and 
the Japanese have thus deferred rather than 
accelerated the period of their emancipation. 
Quoting the instance of the shooting regula- 
tions he says, the Japanese sought to compel 
Europeans to take out licenses to purano| 
game, forgetting that the consular tribunals 
alone were competent to punish for offences, 
and that they shoald influence the decisions 
of these courts by fixing beforehand the 
enalty for shooting without these licenses. 
he question of the right of residence ont- 
side the foreign concessions is also one which 
has caused difficulty. It is a fact, he says, 
of which the Japanese should be convinced, 
that the capitulations were imposed on them, 
not to wound their amour-propre, but because 
the legislation of any non-christian country 
does not offer sufficient guarantee for the 
security of foreigners. When, in the seven- 
teenth century, the capitalations were im- 
posed on Turkey, and on the Barbary 
states, this was found necessary because 
the commands of the Koran, which was the 
law of these states, were in complete dis- 
acoord with christian ideas. How, for ex- 
pay could a Frenchman, a Spaniard, or 
an Englishman take an oath on the Koran ? 
How could christians be compelled to recog- 
nize as legitimate institutions such as poly- 
gamy? It was, therefore, in the interests of 
all parties that each shoald be made subject 
to its own law and its own judges. Later on, 
when the relations of western countries were 
extended to the extreme east, it was found 
right to establish the same rales. Chinese 
and Japanese laws are unknown; and it 
are sree natural to guard the 
valuable interests of foreign merchants, by apanese owner of winner at date of 
preserving the right of decision to their own eco Tie nulbestipiiow: Japanese Griffins 
bade bed in aiepare with STFU ant a -It ae have not won a race at the meeting. 
is, he says, only a question o! jence and . 
good faith ; and Japan, in place pened Weight as per scale, Three-quarters of 8 


attention of the Faithful. The extra-territo- 
riality which we at present enjoy was, in 
truth, the result of the contempt which the 
rulers of the Ottoman Empire had for us, 
and was not obtained by compulsion. 

For the rest, it may be said that Coant 
Rochechonart’s views are not favourable to 
tho Japanese. He does not think the 
reforms of the last decade are likely to be 
stable; and his comparison of the (hinese 
and Japanese leads him to dwell on the 
superiority of the former. We think hia 
hastily formed judgments err as mach on 
one side, as those of other ‘ globe-trotters ’ 
do on the other. 


Begorts. 


NIPPON RAOE CLUB. 


AUTUMN MEETING, 1881. 


Tarp Dar. 
Monday 7th. November. 


Tae afternoon was beautiful, but nevor- 
theless only « small namber of people were 
attracted to the races. The first event was 
started half-an-hour behind time and fell to 
Mr. Geoghegan's stable, Heartscase being the 
winnor. 


1.—Tue Norsery Consotation.—A Sweep- 
stakes of $10 oach, with $5 added, and Yen 


ing to attain its ends by underhand methods, Sao 
should seck to merit the sympathy and con- a Googheran's Narnkoenre va erst ibe. : 
i i ii e Gun! a's Hi-wn ... 10st. 
a making real) Tyo Gunbakicka's Horie... 10st. 6lbs... 8 
a flecks ds Mr Peacock’s Satsuma Crackle ...10et. Olbs... 0 
We think the writer is in error in several | Mr Okochi’s Onami_—... +-10st. 10lbe. 0 
respects here, and that he hardly does justice Mr Phillippus’ Akanbo... ... ...10st. Olbs... 0 


to the Japanese. The question of shooting- 
regulationa and many others, turn simply 
on the interpretation of the extra-territorial 
clauses of the treaties. The Japanese govern- 
ment, it is but just to say, seem never to have 
made a secret of their claim that the consular 
jurisdiction granted by these clauses did not 
inolude consular legislation, or supervision by 
the foreign ministers or consuls of Japanese 
legislation. They have not attempted by 
ruse or underhand methods to carry out their 
own interpretation; they have, onall necessary 
occasions, declared their views on the subject; 
and it is not long since one of their leading 
advisers published a learned and elaborate 


Hi-un and Heartsease were in most request 
and the result proved this correct. After a little 
delay they got away in a cluster excepting 
Satewma ackle; Heartsease gradually 
drew ont and increased his lead until the 
straight was reached when Hi-wn, who had 
been difficult to keep straight, age on steam, 
and got within two lengths of the winner. 
Time, 1m. 44eeos. 

2.—Tue Cana Consonation.—Valuo $150. 
For China ponies that have not won a race at 


the meeting. .Weight as per seule. Once 
round, Entrance, $10. 


Pret sora ht woe, and | aes ck At Bh 
latter have been adopted by at least one Me Bachonnie Ginger . ” Sibe... 


foreigu goverument. This is not the place! My Peacock’s Centaur. . Bibs. 


eoooouwNnre 


to discuss the accurncy or propriety of the | Mr Peacock’s Siedaddle — . lbs... 
Japanese interpretation, but the writer under Me Fite-heny ior as zlOet, Biba 

i i i i * ; r Ge egan’s Chi fongolian... . oe, 
review is certainly incorrect in accusing the | yr Doda sea si Sees Ost. Blbe... 


Mikado’s government of deceit. He is also 
incorrect in the statement that the capitula- 
tions were wrang from Turkey. When in 
the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries the 
Franka first settled for commercial purposes 
in the ports of the Levant, they were compelled 
to live in settlements or ghettos, cut off from 
the surrounding population. They were 
Permitted by the Sultan to settle their own 
disputes among themselves, without the 
intervention of the Turkish aothorities, 
. 80nd were indeed considered ag beneath the 


Basuto and Chief Mongolian were made fa- 
starters. Ginger took a slight lead closely 
top of the hill and this order was maintained 


close order, and when they reopened Basuto 
onme away and won by four lengths and, 


secured that place also, Snowstorm being lest. 
Time, 2ms, Lbseos. 


vourites, and Mr. Jaffray’s stable supplied five 
followed by the Chief, who passed him at the 


to the three furlong post where the ponies took 


after a hard struggle for second Capt. George 


8.—Tas Hatr-Basp Consovarion. — A 
Sweepstakes of $10 each, with $50 added. 
For Half-bred ponies that have not won ® 
race at the meeting. Weight as per scale. 
Three-quarters of « mile. 


Gencral Saigo's Bon Réné (7ib. ex. 10st. 10lba. 1 
Mr Fojinami’s Kosakura (71b. ex.) 10st. Slbs. 2% 


If there was a choice it was Bon Réné, 
bat even mouey was the rale. 

They started at the first »ttempt and Kosa- 
kura held a slight lead to the half mile post, 
when Bon Réné took a feeler and lay at his 
side to the trees where he drew away & 
length and easily maintained this advantage 
to the end. Time, 1 min. 35} secs. 


4.—Tue Japan Consozation.—Value $150. 
For Japan ponies that have not won a race 
at the meeting. Weight as per scale. Five 
furlongs. Entrance $10. 


Mr Hugo's Katerfelto 


Mr Hago’s Yamasaki 


++10st. 4Ibs... 
++10st. Slbs... 


1 
a 


Oyama was sent on the course, but directly 
he began to move it was apparent that he was 
no use 80 was withdrawn, the other two going 
to the post. Katerfelto jumped off at score an 
the farther he went the wider the gap between 
him and his opponent until he slowed down in 
the straight and allowed Yamasaki to get 
within four lengths. Yamasaké pulling up as 
lame as Oyama. Time, 1 min. 27} seca. 


5.—Tae Waiter Our.—A Sweepstakes of 
$10 each, with $100 added. For Japan and 
China ponies that have not won @ race in 
Hongkong, China, or Japan, in 1880 or 1881, 
and are not otherwise entered at the Meeting. 
To be ridden by members who have not bad 
a winning mount at a meeting of the N.B.C., 
(winuing rider of No. 9, Second Day, and of 
Welter Cup at Spriug meeting, 1881, except- 
ed). Japan ponies, list ; China ponies, 12st. 
Three-quarters of « mile. 


Mr Thomas’ Old Blue ... 0 se ooo 1st... 1 
Mr Dorand’s Paladin... ... se 188t... 3 
Mr Hugo's Kinsatess wee soe Btn. BS 
Mr Hugo's Merrythought ... oo 188t... O 
Mr Buchanan's Don Juan... «. . 1st... 0 


Old Blue took the lead and gving steadily 
at the half mile let Paladin come level with 
him, but when set going again came out three 
lengths and could not be caught. Time, 1m. 
483 secs. 


6.—Tus Y. U. Crus Cur.—Presented. For 
China Ponies, A forced entry for all win- 
ners at the Meeting, except winner of Race 
| No. 5, third day. Winners of one race, $10 
entrance; of two races, $15; of three or 
more races, $30. Optional to non- Winners 
at an Eutrance of $5. Entries to be made 
before Race No. 9, second day. Weight as 
per scale. One Mile and a quarter. 


Mr Hugo's Sunshine 10st. 
Capt. George's Basuto ... 
Mr Phillippus’ Dunn Brow: 
Mr Hugo’s Sunset ... 
Mr Durand’s Victor 
Mr Dodds’ Snowstorm . 


1 
2 
3 
0 
0 
1) 


Mr. Hugo declared to win with Sunshine 
ifable. Victur and Sunshive raced past the - 
stand the others (excepting Snowstorm who 
was out of it) going iv a rush; this order was 
maintained until the } mile post when Dunn 
Brown and Basuto came on and Victur having 
had enough fell behind Sunshine carried on 
and won by four lengths. Time, 2m. 49acc. 


7.—Tus KoxaisHo: Cur.—Presented. For 
Half-bred_Ponies. A forced entry for all 
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wae 


winners at the Meeting. Winners of one ORIOKET. action before the Yokohama Saibansho for 
race, $10 entrance; of two races, $15; of breach of contract to deliver silk, virtually 


three or more races, $30. Optional to non- ae against the Rengo, with success: and that by 
winners at an Entrance of $5. Entries to be| | WE append the score of the aricket match this action inforieation was elicited that the 


made Race No. 9, second day. Weight as played on Saturday (12th inst.), and which Japanese merchants in the interior could not 
per scale. One Mile and a half. Te OO ee ee ec! | iayn’-Siny’ divest: dadlings’ with, torsigecrt 


The Y. ©. C. again were victorious winning . .  bacconducked 
Mr Okochi’s Haku-an (late Hokuse) 10st. 4lbs.. 1 |a very close game by only 2 rana. Mr. I. rover Pie er cD ba ia 


Mr Gen. Saigo’s Bon Réné .., ...10st. 10lbe. 2 D. Walker was singolarly anlucky although d 
Mr Fojinami's Kusakura \ |""10et. Slbs... 3 when batting for an absentee he got into | Gateiniatahid than fh He koa Gece 


double figores. Mr. Duff was also the only |°. * . : 

They went very slowly untill the reached gare ONY | sistent in forcing the Rengo to open its 
the Stand whee Wakein aproved tke race ord os the side of the Y. C. C. who achieved doors and allow silk to be taken to his 
aud at the top of the hill was a length ahead, ne. distinobion, godowns for inspection ; and by his unsided 
Kosekura tailing off. At the half mile post ‘Vierrors anp Navy. efforts bad completely destroyed the Rengo 
Bon Réné went up to Haku-tin’s girths but} 1. p. Walker, b. Thomson by being successful in his endeavours. He 
could not get nesrer; and condition telling obtained the silk he had purchased, and all 
Bon Réné could never over take him and the the rales of the Rengo were, by this act, 
verdict was two lengths easily. Time, 3m. broken through. Unfortunately, within an 
198, hour of this transaction the Rengo again 
recovered strength from the presentation of 
& memorandum by an official member of the 
association personally agreeing to the pro- 
position of a general warehouse, whereby all 
the good resulting from Mr. Abegg's action 
was nullified. 


Mr. Walsh next addressed the meeting 
and spoke as follows :— 


R. H. Brown, ce. Thomson, b. Wh 
Lieut. Elwyn. b. Thomson. 
J. H. Bullock, b. Thomson 
Dr. Large, b. Thomson... 
FF. Windham, run out 


[ 
z 
3 
a 
9 
z 
La 
3 
3 
Fi 
. 


8.—Tae Mirsv Brsat Caariexce Cor.— ‘ 
Value $500. Presented by the Mitsn Bishi|@. Platt, c Doodds b. Thomson 
Mail Steam Ship Company. To be won at os BE. sraEnens, «Substitute b 
two consecutive Meotings by the same Pony,| ~~" © 0p 0: Thomson. 
For Japan Ponies, A forced entry for all . 
winners at the Meeting except winner of 
Race: No. 5, Third Day. Winners of one 
Race, $10 entrance; of two Races, $15; of 
three or more Races, #80—optional to non- 
winners at the entrance of $5. Entrance fees 
to be paid to the winner until the Cap is 
finally won. Entries to be made before Race 
No. 9, Second Day. Weight as per scale. 
Optional for winners of Subscription Griffin 

Once round, 


RonSoboomo 


Bl awe 


Y¥. C. Crus. 


J. H. Thon . at. Brown.. 
’, M. Duff, r b. w. . 


Mr Buchanan's Annandale ... ...10st. Slbs .. 1 
Mr Fojinami’s Ikadsushi... ..10et. 8lbs... 3 
Mr Fojisaki’s Kamakura .._...10at. 4lba .. 8 
Gen. Saigo's Kioto (late Jim Hills. 10st. 4lbe 0 
Mr Hugo's Katerfelto ... ... ...10st, 4lbs... 0 


Annandale forced the peace up the hill 
were Ikadsushi, who was last at the start, 
whent up and passed him and the two with 
Kamakura three length off third came to the | Thomeo 
bend when Ikadsushi ran ont and Annandale rneelse “e®pywiaife 4 
taking advantage made the best of hie way a 3 sere 
home which he managed to reach a head first 3]1. D. Walker... 69 37 


A. Hearne, c. Bullock, b. Walker. 
H.C Litchfield, c. Platt, b. Walker. 


al WORCOBOWHSOHOH 


Bow1ina Awaurais. 


Balls, Runs. Maidens, Wickets. Wides. 
82 28 3 3 - 
85 ll = 1 - 


the foreign silk ers, and with every re; to 
tacit coetentenen | oat that meanwhile i busi- 


h 4 6 — | spection shell be held ins trust foe the corners uneil 
three length between second and third. | 5, o 21 — 8 a settlement; shall be insured w buye: 
Time, am 188. 26 8 1 1 ay shall be exactly weighed, and shall by 


finally’. settled within a reasonable time. On the 
Visrrozs anp Navy. other hand the sellers en, to deliver the silk 
2up Innine. 


Handicap to be framed as soon as possible} RB H Brown, c. Sutter, b. Thomson. 


9.—Tae Avrouy Hanptcar.—Value $200. 
Handicap for Japan and China ponies. The 


These conditions. appear to me to be equitable. 
after the last Race on the second day. Once 4 a panibam, ran oo and, its okabl parried ont, ul probably pore 
¢ re . C. Reed, b. eeler. unobjectionable. lo not see how we can y 

round. Entrance $10. demand more fromthe Japenese silk cenlere, 5 
eacock’ Coupled with these reforms, is the condition 
oi Fee eee FS. t. Obs... that we should recognize the idea of a centrul 
Capt. Gosrcn'c sti Wind market. 1 know very well that such a recognition 


Mr Peacock’s Skeiladdle 
Mr Buchanan's Annandale 
Mr Hugo's Sunshine 1... 
Mr Geoghegan’s Chief Mongolian. 
Mr Durant’s Dartmoor... .., 

Mr Phillippus’ Louis d’Or ... 
Mr Phillippus’ Dunn Brown... 
Mr Fojisaki’s Kamakura 


is very distasteful to many here. It is apprehen:i- 
ed that such an establishment will be worked as = 
mcnopoly. and will tend to confine the ilk trarle 
in the banda of a fow Japanese firms. Farther, 
it is felt that the original plan of the Ito Gwaish:. 
was put forward in 0 objectionable a manner, and 
has led to so many unjust accusations on the side 
of the Japanese, and to such bitter feeling on both 
sides, that the proposed substitute for it is not 
likely to be carried out in a fair and legal spirit. 

To those who make these objections I ask leave 
to say that they seem to me exaggerated. 

A central market may easily be a improve- 
nent on the old system of buying silk at the shops 
of the sellers and inspecting it at the godowns of 
the buyers. That system permits, and almoet 
invites abuses on both sides, and it has not work- 
ed with entire satisfaction to either. Kven thos: 
who have most warmly defended it must admit 
that it is open to some serious objections, and that 
the Japanese who demur to it are not entirely 
without reason. The only excuse we can give for 
having heretofore required the Japanese to con- 
form to a rule which is the very opposite to that 
which we observe in our sales to them, is that we 
cannot trust them. But this is a reason they very 
naturally rebel against; and if, through any 
organization among theuselves, they can remove 


the Grounds of that distrust, they are fairly emtitieg 
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ecscoooccoc ant 


Szconp Innine. 

Balle, Runs, Maidens. Wickets. Widee. 
- 29 16 4 6 _ 
25 8 2 1 1 
80 #11 2 2 8 


It was nearly dark when the ponies came to 
the post, and on the word “go” Sunrise and qhouison 5 
Skedaddle got away and ran the course, the Abbott. 
former afterwards weighed in and claimed the so 
race. A second start waa made when they 
went away ina elnster so that it was hard to POP ELA MIDI ree fe 
tell Mhin eeee the leaders, but at top of tie FOREIGN SILK iSSOOIATION. 
hill Oentaur was made ont as leading ; the ——= 
next view was in the straight when two grey 
ponies were ahead one Centaur and he held yesterday (15th. inet.). Mr. Kingdon 


managed to beat the top weight Sunrise by Rave a brief chronological sketch of what had 
a length. It was too dark make ont any| passed since the Inst meeting. Hoe point. 


T 
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to make it, and to demand for it favorable con- 
sideration on our 

I grant that they have uttered much nonsense, 
and many offensive and unjust charges in connec- 
tion with this demand, but we cannot be surprised 
that they feel keenly the degradation which our 
rules of business have fastened upon them. It is 
even a hopeful sign of possible improvement that 
they exhibit such a feeling, and we may reasonably 
welcome its appearance on that ground For self- 

t is a necessary atep towards honesty. 

,_ Now let us consider whether the proposed organ- 
ization can effect the reform which we all desire. 
Tt seems to me that it maydoso. Many years 
ago, when the character of Japanese silk was even 
worse than it is now, I myself, in concert with 
Mr. Piquet, suggested to the Japanese just such a 
plen as a means of improving the quality of silk 
and of checking the fraudulent practices of the 
producers and dealers. But the essential feature 
of any such plan is that those who furnish capital 
to trade should have the means of enf rcing honest 
conduct on the part of the merchants and pro- 
ducers. The present banking system not having 
then been established, each advancer acted for 
himself, and all were without the requisite interest 
or power to promote any reforms. The case is 
different now. The bankers, bound by their rules 
and responsibilities, are compelled to look beyond 
the character of the, tndividual with whom they 
deal to that of the merchandise on which they 
make advances. For their own security some 
system of classifying and valuing the'silk, and of 
controlling it while under lien to them, is indis- 
pensable. This is so obvious that I need not 

well “pon the point, Now this sort of control is 
what the Japanese profess to aim at through the 
establishment of a central warehouse under the 
management of a responsible association, and 60 
far as that end is concerned, I not only see no 
objection to the scheme, but am convinced that 
it could be advantageous to every one connected 
with the trade. It could not possibly affect prices 
injuriously, for it could not exercise any compul- 
sion on buyers in this respect; and we know that 
foreign buyers regulate their purchases, not by 
conditions of the Japanese market, but by those 
which prevail in Europe, paying always the utmost 
that these last will allow them to pay, generally 
something more on account of their own hope- 
fulness. They have always done this, and they 
will continue to do it. Nothing that the sellers 
of silk may do, can have any permanent effect on 
the views of buyers in this regard. But whata 
central warehouse could very easily effect would 
be such an improvement in the practices of the 
silk dealers as would enable buyers to operate 
with much greater certainty and despatch than 
are now possible. The classification and control 
which the bankers’ garnishees would insist upon 
would be a guarantee against gross deceptions, 
and a check upon every attempt to defraud. 

It is in my view very unfortunate that the Japa- 
nese were #0 ill-advised as to connect this legiti- 
mate object with others which are of a very differ- 
ent character. Under the modifications of their 
schenie which are now offered, however many of 
these objectionable aims are abandoned. There 
remains really only the suspicion that the plan 
may be used to cover a monopoly. But on this 
score we can afford, I believe, to trust the futare. 
Our recognition of the principle of a centr] ware- 
house can in no way deprive us of our right to 
contend against such a monopoly when we detect 
it in tion. The fact that Messrs. Shibueawa 
and da declare most earnestly that no 
monopoly is involved in the plan, debars the 
silkmen from attempting it, and leaves us as 
free at any time to resist it aa we are now. More- 
over, any monopoly in the silk trade is sure to aff-ct 
producers in Japan far more injuriously than it 
can affect buyers, who will certainly not pay higher 
prices for wonopoliz.] silk than for free silk The 
producers would in fact be the only sufferers by a 
monopoly, and we may I quite sure eventually of 
their cooperation in any protests we may have to 
make against it, and of their breaking up the 
monopoly. ‘they seem just now ready to sacrifice 
their interests (o what they call their patriotism ; 
but they are human, and tolerably avaricious, an! 
we may, I believe, entirely d--pend on their finally. 
preferring their own private interests to any mora 
sentiment. Those interests will infallibly array 
them against any such monopoly as we now ap- 

rehend, and we are quite safe, in my judgment, 
in leaving this matter in their hands. 

As to any complicity of the government in the 
plan proposed, we have certainly no such evidence 
as warrants our considering it a fact. It is very 
possible that in the dispute which has arisen the 


government officers favor the Japanese side This 
is quite natural. But the ministers have explicitly 
declared that government is in no way concerned 
in the schemes which have been broached. and 
this leclaration will preclude any government aid 
to the silkmen in case they attempt to push their 
plans beyond a legitimate object. I think there- 
fore that we have really nothing to apprehend 
either on that score or on the score of a monopoly 
and that we may safely consider the central ware- 
house plan on its own werits alone. 

So considered I can find nothing in it so objec- 
tionable as to justify me in opposing it. If a cen- 
tral warehouse and exchange be arranged as the 
Japanese now propose, I believe it will facilitate 
business, and I sce no reason for refusing to it the 
recognition which the silk dealers ask of us. To 
maintain an attitude of uncompromising opposi- 
tion ; to refuse the slight concessions which we are 
now asked to agree to, and to continue the present 
deadlock indefinitely, for no better reason than that 
we suspect sinister designs on the part of those 
whom we know to be anxious to resume trade, 
appears to me, ander the circumatances, illogical 
and unreasonable. I cannot believe that such an 
attitude on our part will find approval abroad, 
where people will be ept to say that business men 
should not allow themselves to be governed sol ly 
by their feelings, but that merchants in Japan 
must expect to take the Japanese character as 
they find it, and todo the best they can with its 
peculinrities. 

It must be quite evident to you all by this time 
that whether the Japanese people aru wise or 
foolish, right or wrong, in the questions which are 
now pending between the silk dealers and our- 
selves, they are in earnest in thinking thémselves 
entitled to some concessions on our part, and that 
to oppose a simple non possumus to all their re- 
quests is likely to intensify the present hostile feel- 
ing toward foreigners. And this will be not less the 
case, but more if we could hope finally to compel 
the other side to give way entirely. Suchan issue 
could not fail, I think, to ent:il much bitterness of 
feeling, and to result in new plans against us, and 
in fresh subjects of irritation, as svon as the 
present financial pressure was relieved, and 
when circumstances should again favor the 
silkdealers. Is it worth our while to incur this 
risk, and to expose ourselves to general reproach 
as unpractical men, when, by conciliatory measures 
which really impose no bardshipe on us, and which 
in no way commit vs to endure any injustice here- 
after, we may give the other side some satisfac- 
tion, and obtain from them nearly or quite all that 
but a few weeks ago weshould have readily 
accepted? For it must be remembered that some 
of us were then willing todeal in the guild's ware- 
house, and that it israther through the blunder- 
ing of the Japanese than through our own sagacity 
that we are now offered a scheme of business in 
the arrangement of which our eonvenience and 
wishes are to be first consulted. 

Moreover it ought to be considered that our own 
acta have led the silk dealers to so commit them- 
selves in the eyes of their compatriots that they 
cannot now wholly abandon their position without 
disgrace. It is too much to expect them to eub- 
mit to this. and it can hardly be for our interest, it 
certainly cannot ameliorate our relations with 
them to require so much, even if we could b- 

uite sure of obtaining it. from their necessities. 

‘e can afford, I think, to be generous and con- 
siderate in this respect, and I hope that a sufficient 
number will be found of this opinion to induce us 
now to agree to the conciliatory accommodation 
which I have ventured to urge upon your attention. 

I beg therefore to propose that this meeting 
accepts the plan of a central warehouse for silk 
business on the conditiuns that it be conveniently 
located and properly arranged after consu'ation 
with buyers, and that meanwhile silk business be 
reanmed on the terms proposed in the memo- 
randu:u lately submitted. 


This motion, uot being seconded, fell tv 
the ground. 

Mr. W. B. Walter then proposed the adop- 
tion of a proposition for a general warshouse 
as presented to the association by the import 
merchants of Yokohama, with certain modi- 
fications which a committee, to be appointed 
by ballot at the meeting, should endeavour to 
obtain. The proposition was as follows :— 

Yokohama, 14th November, 1881. 
To the chairman of the meeting of foreigu 
silk merchants. 

Sir,—I£ a resolution is passed at a public 


meeting, approving the agreement which we 
submit now, then we guarantee that business 
shall be resamed on these terns. 

The resolation is to be commanicated to 
as in writing by the chairman of the meeting, 
but no individaal signature will be required 
to the agreement. 

We are, sir, 
Yours faithfally, 


Nakamara Sobei. 
Kimura Riyemon. 
Horikoshi Kakijiro. 
Miara Hioauke. 
Sugimura Jiuzabaro, 
Ohamna Chinzaburo. 
Honda Buyemon. 
Satsura Jihei. 
Mayekawa Tarobei. 
Kakinuma Masakichi. 


Representatives of the import 
merchants of Yokohama. 


AGREsMENT. 

Following items, having been proposed by 
Japanese import merchants to settle the diffi- 
calty between foreign silk merchants and 
Japanese silk merchants, are agreed upon. 

1.—If a general warehouse can be con- 
veniently constructed in a convenient place 
by Japanese merchants, where bayers and 
sellers can be satisfied that their. rights will 
be preserved, and by which the method for 
the aale of silk shall be generally improved, 
we shall be in favour of it. 

2.—Silk should be delivered like the mus- 
ter. 

8.—Until such arrangements as mentioned 
in the above two articlua can be made, the 
silk will be broaght into foreigners’ godowns 
and foreign buyers will give a godown order 
and guarantee for fire insaranco until the 
inspection is completed. 

—A written contract should be signed by 
both the buyers and sellers, when business 
commences, and agreeing upon the price, the 
time allowed for inspection and the sellers 
should be bound to deliver proper quality of 
silk. 

5.—Weight should be just. 

6.—In case of dispate, it should be agreed 
to call in an umpire or umpires from both 
parties. 

Provisional guarantee of the import mer- 
chants. 

We, the Japanese import merchants of 
Yokohama, hereby guarantee that if ever a 
general warehouse for silk as mentioned in 
article No. 1 of the agreement of this date 
shall be established it shall not be part of 
any scheme which shall be a monopoly, aud 
that it shall not be ased for the purposes of 
& monopoly, nor be in any way connected 
with a monopoly. 


(Signed) 


(Signed) ~ 


Nakamura Sobei. 
Kimura Riyemon. 
Horikoshi Kakujiro. 
Miara Hivsuke. 
Sugimura Jiuzabaro. 
Ohama Chiuzabaro. 
Honda Buyemon, 
Satsuma Jihei. 
Mayekawa Tarobei. 
Kakinuame Masakichi. 


Representatives of the Import Merchants of 
Yokohama. 


Dated at Yokohama, 14th Nov. 1881. 

Mr. Wilkin seconded this propesition which 
was carried, and a ballot resalted in the elec- 
tion of Messrs. Wilkin, W. B. Walter and 
J. A. Fraser as 2 committee to confer with 
the import merchante upon their proposition. 

The meeting then dissolved, 
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THE FOREIGN SILK MERCHANT'S 
ASSOOIATION. 


A meeting of the members of the Silk 
Trade Association was held on the 17th. 
instant at the Chamber of Commerce, Mr. 
Thomas in the Chair. 


No fall record of the minutes haviug been 
taken, the Chairman read th» report of 
the last meeting as given in the Japan Herald 
and Japan Gasetis of the previous evening 
and stated that sach being incomplete, it 
rested with the present meeting to coufirm 
them or pass a resolution to have them re- 
vised and amended, 

Mr. Kingdon stated that he had been 
obliged to farnish the reports which have 
Sppeared in the Japan Herald and Japan 
Gasette from memory, in consequence of being 
unable to obtain from Mr. Vivanti the pencil 
notes taken at the meeting. 

The Chairman then read from the notes 
takeu at the previous meeting, several resolu- 
tions, and some matters which had been 
omitted in the newspaper reports. 

Mr. Wilkin then stated, that in addition to 
these deficiencies he was of opinion that the 
Chairman’s remarks had not been correctly 
reported. 

t. Kingdon confirmed the report’s gene- 
al accuracy so far as his remarks were 
given. 

It was then proposed by Mr, Wilkin, and 
seconded by Mr. Walsh :— 

That the minutes of last 
amended and re 


This was carried. 

The Chairman then read letters from 
Messra. N. P. Kingdon and E, de Bavior 
resigning from the committee, also letter 
from Messrs. Bavier & Co., withdrawing 
from the association, and after stating that 
these were the only commuoications which 
had been received, he asked the special com- 
mittee deputed to treat with the import 
merchants for their report. 

Mr. Wilkin then handed in the proposed 
agreement which had been received from 
the import merchants. He stated that some 
slight change in the wording of some of the 
articles had been couceded ; that powers of 
attorney from all the silkmen authorising 
the import dealers to negotiate a settlement 
had been shewn: bat that they had distinct- 
ly refused to recognise the Rengo in their 
negotiations for a settlement. 

Mr. Walter then proposed and Mr. Molli- 
son seconded :— 

That the terms arranged between import 
dealers and the special foreign committee be 
now accepted.* 

This was carried. 

Mr. Middleton rose and anid he was oppos- 
ed to making any promise whatever, and ne 
the majority of the meeting seemed to be in 
favor of the proposition, he would withdraw 
from the association. He then left the 
meeting. 

Mr. Wilkis, proposed, and Mr. Wolf 
seconded :—That the chairman be requested 
to carry ont the conditions of the previous 
resolution, and communicate to the Japanese 
import merchants, in writing, the acceptance 
by the meeting of the agreement, attaching 
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copy thereof and referring to their guarantee 
annexed. 
Carried unanimously. 


Mr. Wilkin read form of “ Purchase Note” 
; Sale Note” and “ Godown receipt” as fol- 
OWS :— 


Fors or Porcuase Norte. 
by the undersigned...... 
bales or boxes of ...............8ilk @6......... 
per pion] upon usual terms, to be equal to 
the sample agreed upon. Inspection to be 
completed within days, rainy days, dark 
days, and Sundays excepted. 

Yokohama 


(Signed) weesaeecenelcceses 
Form or Sate Nore. 


Yokohama...............:0005 
(Signed) sesconceteestes 
Gopown Receipr. 
Received of..............for inspection under 
purchase contract dated............... bales or 


boxes of..............8ilk. Fire insurance is 
provided on &...... This receipt is subject to 
the ordinary conditions of fire insurance 
policies as regards fire, aud to the eame ex- 
ceptions as regards custody. 
Yokohama.............0..00.. 
(Signed) dessepaneidseWescss 


Mr. Walsh proposed, and Mr. Wolf se- 
conded : 


That they be adopted, and that they be 
printed as early as possible. Carried. 

Mr. Walsh proposed and Mr. Wolf second- 

ed: 
That we continue this association for the 
sole purpose of ensuring that the arrange- 
ment which we have now accepted shall be 
faithfally carried out, and that the same 
gentlemen who have represented us in the 
negotiations with the import merchants shall 
be a special committee charged to see that 
this is done, and with power to call a meet- 
ing at any time. 

Carried. 

It was then moved by Mr. Wilkin, and 
seconded by Mr. Walsh. 

That this meeting wishes to cordially ac- 
knowledge the assiatance given by the foreign 
ministers and especially that of Mr. Kennedy 
in hia able despatch to the minister of 
foreign affairs. 

This was carried. 

Mr. Fraser proposed and Mr. Wilkin 
seconded: That the thanks of the meeting 
be tendered to the foreign banks for the 
assistance they have rendered the associa- 
tion.” 

Carried. 


Mr. Walsh proposed, and Mr. Lindsley 
seconded :— 

=~ That) the tenders its best 
thanks to the gentlemen who have served 
it as its committee during the last two 
months, both to the member who remains 
and to those who have retired, begging them 
to be assured that their arduous and con- 
stant efforts have been appreciated, and be 
gratefully remembered.” 


This was also carried. 


Mr. Thomas rosg te thank the meeting, op 


associ tion 


behalf of the other gentlemen and himself, 
for their resolution just passed, and stated 
that very little was due him for what he had 
done during the past two months, bat that 
having inaugurated the combination and, in 
conjunction with Mr. de Bavier, personally 
solicited the signatures of the members of the 
association, he was very pleased to thank 
them for having remained so true throughout. 
This closed the meeting. 


The following letter contains the terms 
alluded to :— 


Yokohama, 18th. November, 1881. 


Gentlemen,—Referring to your coramuni- 
cation dated the 14th. inst. and enclosing 
the terms of agreement you propose for the 
settlement of the differences existing hetween 
the sellers and buyers of silk, together with 
your gaarantee in regard to article No. | of 
that agreement, I have the honor to inform 
you that the following resolution was passed 
at a meeting of the members of the silk 
trade association, held at the chamber. of 
commerce yesterday afternoon :— 

“That the terms arranged between the 
import dealers and the special foreign com- 
mittee be now accepted.” 

“The following is a copy of the terms 
arranged : 

1.—If a general warehouse can be con- 
venieatly constructed in a convenient place 
by Japanese merchants, with rules, regula- 
tions, and accommodation mutually agreed 
upon between Japanese dealers and foreijrn 
buyers, where buyers and sellers can be 
satisfied that their rights will be preserve: 
and by which the method for the sale of silk 
shall be generally improved, we shall approve 
of it. 

2,—Silk shall he delivered like the muster. 

8.—Until auch arrangements as mentioned 
in the nbove two articles, can be made, the 
silk will be brought into foreigners’ godowns, 
and foreign bayers will give a godown order 
and guarantee for fire insurance until the 
inspection is completed. 

yaaa written contract shall be signed by 
both the bayer and seller when business 
commences, and agreeing upon the price, the 
time allowed for inspection, and the sellers 
should be bound to deliver proper quality of 
silk. 

5.—Weight should be just. 

6.—In case of dispute it should be agreed 
to callin an umpire or umpires from both 
parties. 

To which is annexed your guarantee, that 
if ever a general warehouse for silk, as 
mentioned in article No. 1 of the agreement, 
shall be established, it shall not be part of 
any scheme which shall be a monopoly, and 
that it shall not be used for the purpose of a 
monopoly nor be in any way connected with 
a monopoly. : 

I have the honor to remain, 
Your obedient servant, 
TOM. THOMAS, 
Chairman of the Meeting. 
To Messrs. Nakamura Sahei. 
” Kimnra Kiyemon. 
of Horikoshi Kakujiro, 
af Mira Shiosuke. 
Sogimura Jiusaburo. 
Obama Chinsabaro. 
Fs Honao Buyemon. 
Sakama Jihei. 
» «Makikawa Torahei. 
Kakimaora Masakiohi. 


” 
Representatives of the Import 
Merghants of Yokohama, 
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© orrespondence. 


FOREIGN SILK ASSOCIATION. 


L 
To the editor of the Japan Gazette. 


Sre :—The action of the meeting of the silk 
association yesterday afternoon at the Chamber 
of Commerce definitively disposed of a central 
market as proposed by Messrs. Masuda and 
Shibusawa through Mr. Thomas Walsh. Tho 
opinion of the meeting was unanimous in 
declining to listen to that proposition, because, 
independently of the dangerous nature of the 
project, it emanated from Messrs, Masuda and 
Shibosawa who are known to be “the head and 
front” of the whole offending of the Rengo. 
The other proposition from the import mer- 
chants, which is called a proposition for a 
general warehouse to be conducted satisfactori- 
ly both to foreign buyers and Japanese sellers, 
if unaccompanied by their vote of guarantee 
that it will never be made use of in any way 
as a monopoly, would be, to all intents and 
purposes, the Rengo under a different name 
to which foreign merchants have already 
declared their hostility. 

The agreement of the import merchants that 
they will guarantee that this proposed general 
warehouse for silk shall never be made use of 
in any way as a monopoly, renders the pro- 
position unnecessary to be laid before any 


association, committee, or individual ; it he-| P 


ing purely a mutter of voluntary agree- 
ment requiring no previous consent. The 
very fact of this guarantee, if the Japanese 
understand the wording of it as foreigners 
understand it, promises that if a general 
warehouse is erected it shall be simply 
for the convenience and assistauce of busi- 
ness in silk between Japanese and foreign- 
ers; and that neither foreigners nor Japanese 
shall be obliged to transact their business in 
it; that Japanese shall be at liberty to make 
use of it for their own convenience, or when 
they please, and can avoid it, also when they 
please. If, as foreigners understand by the 
wording, it is going to be a gratuitous act on 
the part of the constructors of the general 
warehouses to erect buildings for the conve- 
nience of trade, relying upon their making 
such arrangements and regulations for storage 
of silk &c. entrusted to their keeping as to 
ensure suceess in inducing all people to be 
willing to conduct their business in it, any 
opinion now given as to whether foreigners 
will support it when established would be a 
work of supererogation, because, if the ad- 
vantages and conveniences were to be greater 
in this projected warehouse than the present 
method of conducting business, it would follow 
in reason that everybody would go to it for 
the conduct of his business. There appears 
to be something hidden at the bottom of this 
project, and a great deal of casuistry in the 
way it was brought forward at the meet- 
ing. Little discussions, such as whether the 
words ‘in favour of it’ should not be changed 
into the words ‘not objected to,’ show that 
there is more fencing about the equivocal mean- 
ing of expressions than abont the principle 
involved. 

Of course, the gentlemen who brought the 
proposition forward have taken care to 
thoroughly convince the import merchants that 
foreigners will not subscribe to any agreement 
which may be against the freedom of action of 
either the buyers or the sellers of silk ; and if 
they have not done ao they have misled and 


wronged the import merchants who signed the 
agreement. Any person, who reflects, will 
understand this. Foreigners have no right to 
express an encouraging opinion now, whether 
they consider a general warehouse will be 
beneficial to its promoters in the future or 
not. 

It is for the promoters to ran their ewn 
risk and when they have commenced operations 
to allure business to themselves by economical 
principles and fair and honest dealing. 


Yours faithfully, 
N. P. KINGDON. 


I. 


To the editor of the Japan Gazette. 


Sm:—I am responsible for the report in 
your paper of what passed at the meeting of 
the 15th instant. It was necessarily incom- 
plete because I could not find the gentleman 
who acted as secretary and had posses- 
sion of the records. It was, however, sub- 
stantially correct so far as it went. I said 
much more than is reported which, out of 
delicacy, I then kept back from publication. 

However, as my veracity is impugned by 
Mr. Wilkin and his supporters, who, at the 
last meeting, denied that I had, at the pre- 
vious meeting, made use of words from the 
chair, such as those commencing in your 
report with :— 

Unfortunately, within an hour of this transac- 
tion the Ringo again recovered strength from the 
resentation of a memorandum by an official mem- 
ber of the association, personally agreeing to tho 
proposition of a general warehouse, whereby all 
the good resulting from Mr. Abegg’s action was 
nullified. 

I now give you an unqualified assertion 
that I pip say those words, or words sub- 
stantially similar in meaning and conveying 
the same expression ; and that it was under- 
stood by my colleagues that I was to use 
those words in the course of my opening 
address, because that unfortunate memo. alluded 
to in those words, was the cause of the com- 
mittee’s first letter to Mr. Wilkin. 

“There are none so deaf as those who will 
not hear.” 

I moreover said in my address that Mr. 
Wilkin’s reply te the committee contained 
inaccuracies ; as for instance, where he denies 
that the committee disapproved of his going 
to meet Messrs. Masuda and Shibusawa at 
the American legation. Issid that the com- 
mittee pointed out to him that they thought it 
would be undignified on his part, as chairman 
of the association, to accept the invitation ; 
and that it would also be an act of bad taste, 
inasmach as the invitation conveyod iu its 
wording personal insults to his colleagues. 

My colleagues even wanted me to say 
more, but I had no opportunity. They 
wanted me to say that the commencement of 
Mr, Wilkin’s apparent opposition, or reti- 
cence, to his colleagues commenced by the 
committee objecting to a rough draft of 
reply to the second letter of the import mer- 
chants, which he sent round for their appro- 
val. This draft got mercilessly handled by 
pencil annotations of disapproval, especially 
with reference to a paragraph which contain- 
eda proposal to the effect that foreigners 
would be willing to give up the keys of their 
godowns to the Japanese silk merchante dur- 
ing inspection of the latters’ silks. 


T an, sir, ete., 
N. P. KINGDON. 
Yokohama, 19th. November, 1881. 


4 CENTRAL SILK WAREHOUSE. 


To the editor of the Japan Gazette, 


Siz :—In the letter from Mr. N. P. Kingdon 
which you published yesterday that gentleman 
says, ‘‘ Foreigners have no right to express an 
encouraging opinion now, whether they con- 
sider a general warehouse will be beneficial to 
its promoters in the future or not.” 

Now I have for many years held, and freely 
expressed the opinion that a central warehouse 
for silk would be for the advantage of all con- 
cerned in the trade, and would tend more than 
anything else to induce the improvement in 
the quality of silk which every one declares to 
be desirable. 

In deference to the attitude of the foreign 
merchants toward proposals on the Japanese side 
which were put forward in an offensive manner 
and with objectionable conditions, I have for- 
borne latterly to urge my views on the central 
warehouse. But I am not aware of having 
lost my right to do so when I choose, and I 
ehall esteem it a favor if Mr. Kingdon, through 
your columns, will tell me why he thinke [ 
have lost it. I had certainly no intention, 
when joining the combination of foreign mer- 
chants, to abdicate-all opinions of my own, 
or my natural right to express them, and in 
any case I do not propose to have opinions 
prescribed to me even by so high an authority 
as Mr. Kingdon. 


Very respectfully yours, 


THOS. WALSH. 
November 17th., 1881. 


To the editor of the Japan Gasette. 


Dsaz Siz:—At the meeting of the foreign 
silk association I was glad to notice that at 
last the majority of merchants have come to 
the conclusion it would be better to submit 
to the Japanese silk guild. The proceedings 
would, however, have been shortened con- 
siderably if a proposition bad at once been 
made to request the Japanese import dealers 
—who so generously cume forward as media- 
tora—to ask the Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho 
to change its name into ‘Central Market,” 
or “ General Warehouse,” or any other name 
it chooses, for the resolution comes to 
abont the same thing and, in my opinion, it 
now behoves the committee to address a 
letter of apology to the Rengo for all the 
trouble given by foreigners, and to thank the 
managers for the change of name given to 
their association. - 

I believe all of us have had experience 
enough of the Japanese—and the gentleman 
who delivered the long speech at the meeting 
seems to think so too—to warrant us in 
placing implicit faith in their promises ; and 
to feel assured that what the dealers in im- 
port have promised will be fulfilled to the 
fallest extent, especially as one or two of the 
latter are also ‘shareholders in the present 
Rengo Kiilo Niadzukarisho. 

It is quite natural the Japanese should be © 
offended at our doubts as to their honesty. 
All cases tried in the Sribansho etc., show 
plainly enough, in the decisions given, that it 
is not Japanese but foreigners who are un- 
truthful and try to break contracts or pro- 
mises. 

I hope the import dealers will continua 
their endeavours and perhaps they may yet 
be able to do their brethren in arms, tho 
silk dealers, in the eye. ‘ Boycott’ them so 
that they may confine the control of imports 
as well as of exports to their own hands. 


Yours faithfully, 
Yokohama, Nov. 17th. 
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BEPLY TO MB. WALSH, 


To the editor of the Japan Gazelte, 


Sr :—Mr. Walsh misunderstands my letter. 
Ido not imply that individuals have no right 
to do as they please, but that foreigners col- 
lectively have no right to (or ought not to) 
encourage Japanese merchants to go to the 
expense of establishing a general warehouse, 
unless they are prepared to support it when 
established, 

Yours &., 


N. P. KINGDON. 


NEWSPAPER COURTESY. 


To the editor of the Japan Gazette. 


Srr :—In a correspondence between yourself 
and the chairman of the meeting of silk-buyers 
held on the 17th. instant, you say:— The 
usual course has been for the journal provided 
with the manuscript to forward proof thereof 
to its contemporaries mentioned by the com- 
mittee, as was done by us on the 16th. instant 
to the Japan Herald; and had that journal 
treated us with the courtesy it receives from 
us, it would have reminded you of the practice 
usual in such eases.” 

May I ask whether, in failing to send the 
minutes of the 15th. instant to the Japan Mail, 
you acted under the instructions of the com- 
mittee or by your own discretion, and whether, 
in either case, you “reminded the committee 
-of the practice usual in such cases ? ” 


Your obedient servant, 


F. BRINKLEY, 
Proprietor “ Japan Mail.” 


Yokohama, Nov. 2l1st., 1881. 

[With regard to the minntes of the meeting of 
16th. inst., the practice ueual in such cases was ob- 
served by us in every particular. The proprietor 
of the Japan Mail should have addressed the chair- 
man of the meeting and not this journal. Ed. J.G.] 


JAPANESE DIALECTS. 


Isaxu, Kagoshima Ken. 
4th. November, 1881. 
To the editor of the Japan Gazette. 


Dear Srr:—For some weeks past I have 
been travelling in this ken, and making some 
inquiries into the dialect of this provincé, 
which is said by natives of other parts of Japan 
to be the most difficult dialect of the entire 
country. I find, however, that the proper 
Nihon-go, or Japanese language as spoken at 
Tokio, is very well understood here and is the 
general language of business aud official tran- 
sactions, the dialect being only a patois 
confined to women and coolies of the lowest 
clase and is made up of a few words that are 
apparently the remains of some old and 
perhaps aboriginal tongue, mingled with in- 
distinctly spoken or corruptly pronounced 
Japanese words; and that all, whether the 
aboriginal words or the corrupted or badly 
pronounced Japanese words, are made to con- 
form to proper Japanese idioms and modes of 
constructing sentences. I have heard similar 
aboriginal words in use among the fishermen 
and coolies of Yokohama and Tokio as well as 
among the people of the lower clasaes in 
Nagasaki and the north of Japan, and I should 
like to see a vocabulary of these remains 
of some aboriginal language made up, which 
might furnish the means for some interesting 
atudies into the origin of the Japanese people. 
Perhaps this old language may have furnished 


the etymological basis for the present popular 


“language of the country, which may yet 


be found to be formed from changes upon 
these old originals, supplemented largely 
by words of Chinese and other foreign 
origin, all made uniform upon the one 
set of rules or plan of construction. I have 
not thetime or elee I should delight in 
collecting all the words I could find, east, west, 
north, and south, of this old vocabulary ; and I 
can but hope that some one will ere long be 
found with leisure and vapacity for such a task. 
It seems strange that no native book can be 
found in which any record or notice of this old 
language is to be found, and I feel confident 
when sufficient research has been made in this 
direction that we shall then get new light 
upon the origin both of this people and their 
now general language. Will it prove to be 
one in origin with what is called Yamato 
go, or will it be of distinct and separate char- 
acter and sources? Will the old jin-dat manu- 
scripts and inscriptions prove to be in any way 
connected with or explained by future know- 
ledge of these remains found in the patois of the 
lower classes in the various parts of Japan? 

There is here certainly much of real interest 
affording profitable matter for research to the 
antiquarian, the ethnologist, and the linguist ; 
and I can but hope that some one who can 
command the time and the facilities will ere 
long search out and give to the world these 
long hidden secrets of pust ages in these islands. 

Is there not in Japan some worthy imitator 
of Sir William Jones who will come forward to 
do this important work for us? 

Who shall it be ? 

Awaiting a response. 


I am sir, Yours faithfully, 
a 


To the editor of the Japan Gazette, 


Dear Sirn:—Not long ago, I wrote to you 
something about the inquiries I have been 
making in this region about the remnants of 
some old or aboriginal language that has for 
some time puzzled foreigners as well as natives 
from other parte of the country, found among 
some classes of the population of the old 
Satsuma Han. As I before hinted I find that 
this old dialect is not near so general or pre- 
valent as I had been led to suppose. 

I was told by natives and foreigners that 
even native Japanese from other provinces 
found it necessary to employ interpreters to 
be able to travel or to do business in this pro- 
vince. But this is not so, for all but a few of 
the most ignorant women and coolies under- 
stand and spesk the proper language of all 
Japan, and all public lecturers, government 
officials, and public business men use only 
the general language of the country. By in- 
quiry I have discovered that this old dinlect 
was brought hither by the followers of Yori- 
tomo in their flight from Kamakura, and that 
the greater part of them finally gravitated to 
O’shima, the large island just to the south of 
this, and that in that island the old dialect now 
has its greatest prevalence and is probably 
spoken in its greatest purity. But if Iam 
not much mistaken this same old dialect may 
be found among the covlies and fishermen 
about Yokohama and Kamakura and all that 
section, and in somewhat varied forme, perhaps, 
over large sections and in various parts of the 
whole Japanese islands, The old province of 
Nambu in the north has the reputation of 
being another locality where a hard dialect is 
spoken, but I found that even coolies and 
sailors from that province could understand 
good Tokio colloquial, and I think there is no 


part of Japan where any one with a competent 
knowledge of the language generally spoken 
in Tokio, may not easily travel and do business 
without the aid of an interpreter. I should 
like to know whether the low dialect of Nam- 
bu and of Yezo, not the Aino, be not essen- 
tially of the same origin with this much 
vaunted hard dialect, now said to have been 
brought to Satsuma by the refugees fleeing 
from Kamakura at the downfall of Yoritomo? 

I venture to think that these old dialects of 
the low classes of different sections of Japan, 
form a subject worthy the study of all Yamato. 
logues, and I hope some of those who have 
leisure will take it up, and gather and give to 
the public such light upon this subject as will 
give us an opportunity to see how much con- 
nection, if any, there may be between these 
dialects and the modern prevailing language of 
the country. 

I shall take pleasure in giving to the public 
such information on these patoisan tongues as 
my time and opportunities will enable me to 
find out, and this may yet even be the road 
that leads to discovery of the origin of the 
Japanese race which has hitherto been only 
left to conjecture. 

Natives of whom I have inquired thus far 
are ignorant of the existence of any vocubu- 
laries or other written or printed remains of 
these old dialects, but I hope that such inay 
yet be found, and I intend to muke search for 
any such records or manuscripts that may pos- 
sibly be in existence somewhere, 


I remain, Dear Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 
Q. 
Konjiki, Kagoshimn-ken, Nov. 11th., 1881. 


Occasional Zotes. 


On the 5th instant the Japen Daily Mail 
published the minutes of what it alleged to be 
a conference between Messrs. Shibusawa, 
Masuda, Wilkin, and Walsb, on the present 
suspension of the silk trade consequent 
upon Japanese action. ‘he meeting is suid 
to have been held at the Uuited States lega- 
tion; and was therefore of a private charac- 
ter. On the 7th instant Mesers, Wilkin 
and Walsh addressed the Daily Mail pointing 
out that before the interview in question 
commenced, “it was specially agreed and 
stipulated that any notes of it taken 
were not for publication until or unless 
both parties agreed thereto, and that we 
on our part have not authorized any such 
publication.” In explanation, the editor ap- 
pended .@ note expressing regret that any 
arrangement should have been violated, add- 
ing,—* but we cannot see that there was any 
reason for delay, since we alone are responsible 
for the report.” The Japan Mail, a summary 
for despatch to foreign countries, was issued 
yesterday, the 8th instant, and on pages 559 
and 560 the “minutes of conference” are 
republished ; but without any note to explain 
that the publication was unauthorized and 
improper. Nor is this all. The letter of 
Messrs, Wilkin and Walsh docs not appear in 
the mail issue. 

If the meeting was privately held at the 
United States legation between the gentlemen 
named, how did it come to pass that a reporter 
from the Japan Mail was permitted to be 
present, in face of the express stipulation that 
the proceedings were not for publication? If 
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& reporter was not present, how can the editor 
of the Japan Mail be ‘alone responsible for 
the report?” The question that demands an 
auswer is this. Who took notes of the pro- 
ceedings and, in violation of the confidence of 
at least two of the gentlemen present, gave a 
copy to the Japan Mail for publication ? 
That person, and not the editor of the Japan 
Mail is responsible for the gross breach of 
faith. 

In view of the attitude assumed by the sub- 
sidized organ of the department of foreign 
affairs in connection with the silk combination 
from its inception, theee questions are of par- 
ticular public interest. Perhaps as the expo- 
nent of Japanese opinions, and the dissemina- 
tor by means of English translations of the 
libels of the Japanese press upon foreign mer- 
chants and their commercial principles, the 
Mail may be considered entitled to all 
information, in order that the journal may 
be eventually regarded as the organ of the 
native and foreign community together. For- 
eigners must, however, remember that although 
they may properly disavow all connection with 
surreptitious publications, as has been done in 
the matter of the conference at the United 
States legation, their disclaimer will be con- 
fined to Yokohama alone, while the publica- 
tion complained of will be sent abroad without 
their disclaimer, or even a note of explanation 
why it is omitted. 

n journalism, as in every other profession, 
there is a code of honour from which no devia- 
tion is permissible; whether the editor of the 
Japan Mail has followed the unwritten prin- 
ciples or not the public may judge; and re- 
gulate their intimacy with and confidence in 
the Japan Mai, daily, weekly, and mail series, 
in accordance with their decision. Public 
opinion at the present time is expressed in no 
qualified terms concerning the action of the 
Mail io this improper publication; and when 
it is known that republication has been made 
for foreign information without the dieclaimer, 
the irritation will not be lessened. 

Who, we may ask, furnished the Japan Mail 
with the secret minutes of a private meeting P 
Is the distinguished author of letters to U'he 
Times in any way compromised in this matter. 
His scrapulosity and fairness are well known 
and appreciated ; but his discretion may some- 
times be open to question. 


Or late we have avoided reference to the 
attitudes of the opposing parties in the silk 
war inaugurated by a few of the most powerful 
of the Japaneee monopolists, but the following 
peragraph from the Akebono Shinbun is too 
important and interesting to be passed over. 
Though not so blind a partisan asthe Hochi, the 
Choya has been sufficiently partial to the side 
of the combination to lead to the conclusion 
that if the substance of the communication to 
which it refers were not substantially true, it 
would never have received currency in the 
pages of that journal. 

Io a leading article, the Akebono expresses 
great regret at the situation of the Rengo Kiito 
Niadsukarisho, as disclosed in a communica- 
tion from Yokohama to this effect. “ There is 
“ta _urskomi-doiya named Shibnsawa Yosaburo 
« (Uyesawaya) a member of the Niadzuknrisho. 
“He was reported as offering to sell to foreign 
“merchants some four hundred bales of silk, 
“ purchased from or consigned by a silk owner 
“in Oshia, in wilful violation of the 
“rales of the guild which imposes a fine 
“for such violation; it is farther reported 
“that Mr. Shibusawa Yosaburo is not alone 
“in such action, there being many willing and 
‘anxious to assist his designs, Informed of 


“this matter, Messrs, Arika and Takenouchi | 


“called upon Mr. Shibusawa on the 6th inst., 
“and, as representatives of the silk producers, 
“attempted to dissuade him from the further 
“ prosecution of his design ; pointing out the 
“vital importance to the silk trade of the 
“principle involved. But Mr. Shibusawa, 
“actuated by a selfish desire to acquire 
“the profit exposed before his eyes, was 
“not to be gained over; and the deputa- 
“tion failed to move him from his posi- 
“tion, Still, assured that a matter of such 
“importance was not to be lightly aban- 
“doned, the two representatives called to 
“consult with the Faso Shokwai on the 
“question; but to their surprise that com- 
“pany seemed also to have changed their 
“opinions, and the interview had no satis- 
“factory result. At present, with the ex- 
‘ception of five promoters, all members of 
“the Niadzukarisho are resolved upon its 
“destruction ; and unless something supervenes 
‘its diesolution is assured. The situation of 
“the Niadzukarisho is comparable to that of 
“ the flame of a candle before a coming breeze.” 

This epistle suggests the question whether 
it is worth while to proceed with the distaste- 
ful, and at present impracticable, project of a 
central market, for the benefit of the “ five 
promoters” of an association which has made 
it its chief business to libel foreigners; and 
has succeeded in doing more direct harm to 
trade than any other association ever establish- 
ed in this land of monopolists. 


Tue letter of apology from the Doshin 
Kwaisha to the Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho, 
of which the Japan Mail in all its edi- 
tions made so much of in its articles on the 
silk combination and its prospects, has been 
withdrawn. The letter in question was never 
issued with the sanction of the Doshin Kwai- 
sha: it was framed by three banks, with a 
threat conveyed to the assistant manager that 
if he did not sign it his company would be 
subjected to financial pressure. The chief 
manager, at the request of the company, im- 
mediately visited Yokohama; and demanded 
and obtained restitution of the document to- 
gether with satisfactory redress, 


Tue Mai Nichi Shinbun says 8 company 
styled the Funkeiosha, consisting of three 
hundred shizoku has been formed at Takaigori 
in Shinano with the object of purchasing tho 
property of the Kaitakushi, if the government 
will sanction the sale. 


Tue Akebono Shinbun says that the sum of 
money paid by the finance department, out of 
the reserve fuad, for the building of the new 
imperial palace, up to the end of last month 
amounted to upwards of 1,650,000 yen. 


Tax rainfall of Saturday (5th. inst.) was the 
heaviest recorded here or in the immediate neigh. 
bourhood since September 1878. From 7 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., when the steady downpour had fallen 
off to a thin drizsle, a shade over five inches 
was gauged, the total for the twenty-four hours 
ending 7 a.m. on the 6th., being 5.18 inches. 
The mean fall during the ten hours of Satur- 
day was 0.59 inch per hour, the total being 
nearly equivalent to one-seventh of the mean 
annual rainfall in England, 

Although between two and three and one- 
half inches of rain are not unfrequently gauged 
in twenty-four hours, anything ahove the last 
named is rare, On the 15th. September 1878 
6.115 inches were registered, thirteen days, 
contiouous rain gauging 12.97 inches, 


Tr is to some extent gratifying to find H.B.M. 
acting consul authorizing the publication of the 
reversal of the decision of the naval court of 
inquiry which suspended the certificate of the 
master of the Alla Beatrice. Tardy reparation 
is better than none at all ; but it is impossible 
to avoid the reflection that had it not been for 
the strictures of the press no notice would have 
been given here that the certificate of Captain 
Thompson had been returned forthwith be- 
cause, “in the opinion of the Board of Trade, 
the sentence was unusually severe.” 

The record of the court, it appears, was for- 
warded by the English mail due in London 
May 9th. The appeal, with a copy of the re- 
cord, was forwarded by the Oceanic April 2nd., 
the mails by which vessel were delivered in 
London May 6th. In either case, little more 
than a week elapsed before the certificate was 
returned ; and the only cause for regret is that 
the result of the appeal. whether consequent 
upon the neglect of the Board of Trade or the 
indifference of the acting consul, was not official- 
ly published in the port where the cvurt was 
held; and where it was well known consider- 
able feeling prevailed concerning the severity 
of the decision. 


Tus following item of news is taken 
from the Mai Nichi Shinbun :—His Imperial 
Highness Prince Arisugawa is seriously ill, 
being confindd to his bed and under medical 
attendance. 


Tat [Mochi Shinbun says that Mr. Mayeta 
has been appointed first secretary of the agri- 
cultural and commercial department and 
acting secretary of the finance department. 
Our contemporary further states that Mr. 
Mayeta will proced to Earope and America 
on the 18th. inst. 


A man named Ito has been arrested at 
Fukuoka for forging kinsatsu. His counter- 
feit notes are said to be exact imitations of 
the genuine article, although he could not 
summon a sufficicnt amount of courage to 
use them. 

Tus Nippon Tetando Kwaisha, according 
to the Choya Shinbun, have been granted a 
special charter by the government in accord- 
ance with their petition. 


Tue Nichi Nicht Shinbun aunonnces that 
His Imperial Majesty the Mikado has proceed- 
ed to Fukiage Park to witness the races. 

Ws learn from the Mai Nichi Shinbun that 
the following appointments have been notified, 
which take effect from yesterday the 8th. 
inet :—Mr, Nomura Yasashi, governor of Kana- 
gawa-ken, to be postmaster-general ; and Mr. 
Oki, secretary of the foreign office, has been 
promoted to the post vacated by the first ~ 
named official, 

' —a— 

Tue same paper says the Korean ambassador 
was to visit the imperial palace and have an 
audience with His Majesty the Mikado to-day 
(9th. inst.) 


——_ 


Wea thankfully acknowledge the receipt from 
the publishers of the current namber of the 
Chrysanthemum. The contents are of the 
usual character and quite up to the average, 
Those who contemplate taking a journey into 
the interior of the country will read with 
pleasure and profit Mr. J. M. Dixon’s intercet- 
ing, though brief, paper on “ Travelling in 
Yesso.” “ Barial Ceremonies of the Chinese,” 
and “ Philosophy of Heaven and Karth in a 
Nat-shell ” are two translations from Japanese 
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works which will be sppreciated by students 
of that class of literature. Mr. W. Dening 
continues his useful vocabulary of Aino words 
and Mr. C. 8. Eby concludes his manual for 
transliterating Japanese. Mr. Waddell con- 
tributes a ninth instalment of his dissertations 
en the rendering into Japanese of some theolo- 
gical and psychological terms which, with some 
judicious padding completes the number. We 
must not however forget to mention a musical 
supplement, which forms a somewhat novel 
feature, entitled Dies Ircs, words by Rev. N. 
Brown and music by E.C.H. The poetry is 
good and the harmonies rich and full, some of 
the chords being very fine. ‘I'he printing or 
engraving is remarkably clear. We know not 
whether it is the work of native tradesmen, 
but it reflects great credit on whoever execut- 
ed it, be he or they whom they may. 

The publishers have issued their programme 
for 1882 and it is one which, if carried out, 
ought to have the effect of largely increasing 
the circulation of the magazine. Instead of 
36, there are to be at least 48 pages per month, 
and the coming volume is to include a 
vocabulary of theological, ecclesiastical, and 
other terms of over one thousand words, which 
is now being prepared by a select committee ; 
there is to be also a constant variety of philo- 
logical, historical, antiquarian, geographical, 
critical and other matter, along with reviews 
of books relating to the far east. A large 
addition to the more popular element in the 
way of sketches of travel, scenes, events, &c. 
&e. including medical notes and hints. 

We wish this excellent little periodical 
renewed success and prosperity in fature, and 
heartily reciprocate the hope expressed by its 
conductors that it will ‘find appreciative 
readers in every English speaking home in this 
country, and also that it will help to satisfy 
the curiosity of the outside world with regard 
to affairs in Japan, both ancient and modern.” 


We, the undersigned, having hitherto lived 
under the protection of the Japanese gov- 
ernment, enjoyed the protection of its 
laws. and the rights and privileges of citi- 
zenship, and having discharged the duties 
required of us, are now firmly convinced of 
certain facts (?), and do not desire to live any 
longer under such government, or to be amen- 
able to such laws, or to enjoy any of its rights 
or privileges, but have resolved to set aside 
jurisdiction and to claim our independence. 

We therefore request you to acknowledge 
our action. 


(Signed) Kvunrarna Kwansvuxe. 
a Mrvaer Mouet. 
Free People on earth 
To H. E. Sanzo Sanzromt, 
Daijo Daijin. 
November 8th., 1881. 


Tue several reports current regarding the 
resumption of silk business must be modified by 
the fact that future transactions on the old basis 
will only be condueted with those firms willing 
to sign an agreement, which is called by the 
Japanese “ Mr. Wilkin’s proposal,” to the effect 
that a central market will be acceptable if 
properly carried out. Silk buyers who made 
purchases yesterday were asked this morning to 
sign such an agreement, to which it is ssid Mr. 
Wilkin’s signature has already been attached. 
This latter report can scarcely be credited ; and 
none will believe that the energetic chairman 
of the foreign association of silk merchants 
who, at a meeting held on October 13th last, 
said :—" Some of the native import merchants 
“have, I may mention, volunteered their 
“ services to endeavour to mediate ; to suggest, 
“as they say, a compromise. They ask whe- 
“ther, supposing the guild would be willing, 
“ regardless of expense, to provide suitable 
“ godown accommodation in the foreign settle- 
“ment og a temporary measure, foreigners 
** would consent to buy through the guild. Ft 
* is needless to remark that this means a com- 
“ promise in which we yield nearly everything, 
“and they only the minor point of one of 
“ the inconveniences ;”—can 80 soon veer round 
and act in direct opposition to his expressed 
convictions. In any case, however, it will 
be gratifying to learn that all silk buyers 
hold an opinion on this point entirely opposed 
to that of Mr. Wilkin ; and refuse, one and all, 
to lend themselves to a deception, or to induce 
the Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho to abandon 
their position, unwise and mistaken as it may be 
on a false pretence; for it is the dispassionate 
opinion of those best acquainted with the silk 
trade that any proposition which involves the 
formation of a central market cannot possibly 
be carried out; and that any promise to that 
effect is delusive and uanjuetitiable, the in- 
evitable breach of which will s-riously injure 
the good faith of those who have hitherto acted 
upon gound principles and optime file, 

It is most advisable that Japiincse merchants 
should thoroughly understand the feeling jo 
foreigners in this matter; and be assured that 
the individual action of a member unsupported 
by his colleagues, cannot, in any way, influence 
tho attitude assumed by the foreign silk as- 
sociation. 


Tae International Congress of Orientalists 
is to be held this year at Berlin. Two Budd- 
hist priests from Japan are among the guests. 
Not the least interesting of the results of 
modern changes in Japan is the manner in 
which some of the leading Buddhist sects have 
met the attempts to epread Christianity in the 
country. The Montoshiu, especially, several 
years ago despatched some of their priests to 
Europe to study the religions of Europe, and 
some visitors to the Honguan temple at Kioto 
will remember Mr. Akamatsu, one of the 
students in question. Missionarics have also 
been sent to Korea, Shanghai, and, perhaps, 
other parts of China. ‘This sect has always 
been noted for the weulth, intelligence and ab- 
sence of bigotry of its leaders. 


Tux Ohoya Shinbun says that Merars. Yo. 
euda, Sudzuki, Kanai, and Orita, secretaries of 
the Kaitakushi have preferred charges ot defa. 
mation against the Hechi, Koko, and Mai Nichi 
Shinbun. 


Tug same paper states that Messrs. Kuri- 
hara and Miyagi, members of the Hogakkwan 
(a acientific s ciety) at Mito, in Ibaraki-ken, 
have been ‘vlivering a course of political 
lectures in that province, and have canvass- 
ed the people to join the Jyoto (Liberal party) 
with much success. What their object may 
be is not known, but they suddenly resolved 
on sending the following strange notice to the 
local government, and accordingly did so on 
the 8th. inst. The latter returned it for en- 
dorsement by the district magistrates, which 
being done, they again received it, and pro- 
mised to give further reply in due course ;— 


Tue Japan Mail, which has throughout the 
complications in the silk trade acted as the 
mouthpiece of, and in the interest of the 
monopolists in general, affecting to be dis- 
appointed atthe certainty of the Rengo Kiito 
Niadzukarisho’s ultimate victory, and repeatedly 
offering its sympathy to foreign merchants 


while trying by every means in its power to 
strengthen the hands of their opponents by 
assertions 
resolve of the producers in 
never to give way, has excelled its past per- 
formances in its issue of the 12th instant, 


inflexible 
interior 


and 
the 


of the influence 


wherein it congratulates Mr. Wilkin upon his 


action and deprecates the ‘intemperate and 


unjustifiable criticism by a small section of 
our community, whose object apparently is to 
engure the utmost permanency for the bitter 
umbrage that has been created throughout 
Japan by the attitude of the foreign merchants.” 
The italics are ours. It would appear that the 
foreign merchants’ resolution not to carry on 
business .under conditions radely and impro- 
perly imposed on them by a few men who had 
no other object in view than their personal 
advantage, has created bitter umbrage throngh- 
out Japan. So not only are foreign mer- 
chants to be insulted by the Rengo in the first 
instance, but they are to be maligned by the 
Japan Mail as the cause of the breach which 
most undoubtedly has arisen in our com- 
mercial relations with this people. ‘This is too 
much to endure, 

There are two inaccuracies in the Maile 
paragraph which we will forthwith correct. 
Mr. Wilkin’s action has not been criticised 
adversely by a small section of the commanity. 
There are probably not more then helf a 
dozen men of business in the settlement 
who do not disapprove the eonduct of this 
gentleman who, while retaining his position 
as chairman of the committee of the foreign 
silk association which had rejected the central 
market proposition, and who was the most 
ardent supporter of the opposition to the 
Rengo in whom the rest of the aseociation 
placed implicit confidence, thought proper tosign 
or make a promise which he must have been 
aware his colleagues would reject, which can 
not be curried out, and which, in a manner, 
betrayed the interests confided to his charge 
if it be trae, as alleged, a central market 
is as objectionable in every respect es 
the present attempt at centralization by the 
Rengo. In face of these facts how can the 
Mail justify its qualification of small, as sp- 
plied to that section of the community which 
refuses to identify iteelf with Mr. Wilkin’s 
action ? 

Tho second correction is of the point made 
by the Mail to the effect that a central market 
is a “concession infinitesimally emall.” Such 
a concession in the present state of the silk 
trade would be for foreign merchants to sur- 
render at discretion ; and to abandon uncondi- 
tionally all the reasonable rights they claim 
the power to exercise in order to benefit the 
five or six remaining members of the Rengo. 


Taar Mr. Wilkin is a deservedly esteemed 
member of the community none will deny ; 
nor are we prepared to criticise, unfavourably 
or otherwise, his action in the matter of the 
silk dispute, preferring to leave that question 
for those interested to decide upon: but surely 
a more inopportune momeut could not have 
been chosen by tho Muil to suggest a public 
testimonial to Mr. Wilkin; and we distinctly 
repudiate the assertion that the Jfail’s suggea- 
tion is “ the echo of an idea already universal.” 
The opposite is the case; but we are unwilling 
the suggestion should be disregarded entirely 
and venture, therefore, to commeud it to the 
generosity of the five remaining members 
of the Rengo Kiito Niadzakarisho aud the 
other monopolists who have derived the 
most benefit from the public services recently 
rendored. If one deserves a testimonial so 
does the other, Let a service of plate, paid for 
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of the cliff. Another Japanese was shot 
and fell out of the boat into the water; 
two more were killed and ten wounded. 
Ot the foreigners, a hunter, Smith, received six 
balls in his right thigh, one in his left leg and 
one in his right shoulder. Another hunter, 
known as Fred, received two bulls, one break- 
ing an arm. The men in the boats are eaid 
to have been unarmed and pulled back to 
the vessel as quickly as possible, the 
natives firing at them until after they 
got on board the schooner. One rifle 
bullet struck the deck of the vessel 
and sent some splinters flying. Captain 
Petersen found, on mastering his crew, that 
only five Japanese out of nineteen were able to 
work, the others being more or less badly 
wounded. He hoisted a signal of distress, 
which, as before stated, was observed by 
the Sea Lion; and with the assistance 
of the crew of the latter be got up anchor and 
sailed away for Petropaviovek in order to 
obtain medical assistance. It was believed 
that Smith would not live to reach that port. 


out of the funds of the Rengo, be presented to 
the Japan Mail in grateful recognition of its 
services to the good cause of resistance to hate- 
ful foreign aggression. 

Tar Mai Nichi Shinbun says fifteen clerke 
of the Chosa-kioku in the finance department 
are reported to have sent in their ‘ resigna- 
tions” on the 11th. instant. 


That the capital paid up be $20 per share; $5, 
on application, $5 on allotment, $5 on April let. 
1882, and $5 on Oct. 1st. 1882. 

The resolution was carried by a large major- 
ity, two members representing ten shares alone 
dissenting ; the chairman explained that those 
dissatisfied with the result would, of course, be 
at liberty to withdraw. 

The special business for which the meeting 
had been convened being thus concluded, the 
chairman asked those present to discuss any 
matters of interest, or to make any suggestions. 
The sense of the meeting was then taken 
with regard to amount of subscribed capital 
which would justity the commencement of busi- 
ness. It was then proposed and seconded :— 


That the company be formed and commence 
business so s00n as seventy-five per cent. of the 
nominal capital is subscribed. 

Some discussion followed, but eventually the 
resolution was accepted without a dissentient ; 
one gentleman, representing fiftcen shares, 
abstaining from voting on this and all previous 
and subsequent motions. 

The chairman then explained that several 
shares had been applied for by residents in 
Kobe, who had expressed their wish that the 
company should do business in that settlement, 
and those present were invited to express their 
views on the subject. General questions were 
put in regard to the class of risks to be taken 
in Kobe &&., various opinions were ventilated 
in the course of a discussion which ensued, and 
eventually it was proposed and seconded :— 


That the Directors, when satisfied of the 
character of the risks likely to be offered, be 
authorised to extend the Company’s business to 
Kobe, subject to the approval of the first general 
meeting of shareholders. 

Upon an individual canvas the resolution 
was accepted without a dissentient voice. 

At the opening of the meeting one of the 
gentlemen present said that in view of the 
Company being formed rather to snve money 
than to make it, it would be desirable to adhere 
to the mutual principle and limit the business 
to shareholders’ property. After some discus- 
sion it was agreed to refer the question to the 
first general meeting. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Hegt for the use of 
the theatre and to the chairman closed the 
proceedings. 


Tur Chiugai Bukka Shimpo states that the 
price of national bonds has risen extraordinarily, 
quotations on the 11th. instant being 77 yen 
for 100 yen nominal, which isan excess of 
15 yen above the rates quoted in the cor- 
responding week of last year. But what is the 
cause of the increase, since money is scarce in 
the market and interest exceedingly high, so 
much 60, that bonds ought to fall rather than 
rive in price? Some consider it to be only a 
matter of demand and eupply, the bonds being 
in great request on account of the proposed 
establishment of a grand Buddhistic charity 
which is intended to be a means of gain- 
ing over the people and preventing the 
spread of Christianity. Others attribute it 
either to the approaching refund of the bonds 
whieh will be commenced exrly next year or 
to eome other contemplated speculation. 

To-day (14th. inst.) prices have fallen a little 
im coasequence of many persons having sold out. 


Tar Hochi Shinbun has the following items: 
—An imperial garden party will take place 
to-morrow (16th. inst.) Invitations have been 
insned tothe princes, daijin, sangi, various 
officials, and members of the corys diplomatique, 


Mr. Minaut, first. secretary of the agrical- 
tural and commercial department, has been ap- 
pointed superintendent of the bonrd of trade. 


We regret to announce the death of Mr. 
George French, chief justice of H.B.M. Supreme 
Court for China and Japan, which took place 
at Kobe at half past four yesterdsy morning 
(18th. inst.) 

Mr. French left Shanghai in the early part 
of May with the intention of recruiting his 
health in Kobe, prior to a more effective 
ehange at home. The change seemed at first 
decidedly beneficial, but his powers slowly 
failed and for the Jast few months little it any 
hopes were entertained of his recovery. 

Mr. French was highly esteemed in Shanghai 
where, in the exercise of his judici»] functions, 
he had given every satisfaction, while in private 
life he had made many friends, 

The vacancy thus created will probably lead 
to the appointment of Mr. Hannen to the court 
for Japan. 


Tux Mat Nichi Shinbun says that Mr. 
Yoshii, vice minister of the public works de- 
partment, lias been appointed president, and 
Mr. Hida, of the 165th, national bank vice- 
president of the Nippon Tetsudo Kwaisha. 


Tae same paper remarks that Their Ex- 
cellencies Sanjo, and Iwakura and other high 
officinls have organized an association styled 
the Hoshokwai with a subscribed capital of 
2,000,000 yen. The interest accruing from 
this sum is to be devoted to the keeping in 
proper repair of ancient temples and shrines. 

Tar Choya Shinbun says a strict investigation 
is still being carried on of every transaction 
with the M. B, Co. conducted by Mr. Okams, 
late finance minister, during his tenare of that 
appointment. 


A romour has been afloat during the day 
(14th. inst.)and repeated in the native papers, 
to the effect that many of the senior members 
of the staff of the general post office have fol- 
lowed the example of their late esteemed chicf 
and tendered their resignations. So fur as 
we have been able to learn there is some 
truth in the report, though not to the extent 
that romour bas it. In the conrse of a day 
or two no donbt the pnblic will know what 
interruptions are due to the feeling which 
is not anknown in Japan of devotion ton 
chief for whom a sincere personal regard is 
felt. 


Carrain A. F. Colson, of the American 
schooner Alexandra, reports speaking with the 
American otter schooner Sea Lion on the 28th. 
October last, near the Kuriles. The muster of 
the Sea Lion said that on the 24th. October he 
saw a schoonerwith a signal of distress flying. 
He immedintely bore away for the vessel, and 
on coming alongside found it was the otter 
schooner Diana, Capt. Petersen, from Yoko- 
hame. The cause of the signal was soon 
explained. It appears from Capt. Petersen’s 
account, that the Diana had that morning 
put into Qopner (Mednie) island, near the 
coast of Kamchatka, in the Behring Sen 
(hough with what object does not appear, 
bat it is generally supposed the schooner 
was out of water and put in for a 
fresh supply). ‘Three boats were manned and 
pulled for the shore. Overhanging the beach 
at the spot it was proposed to land at was a per- 
pendicular cliff, some three hundred feet high. 
As the first boat touched the sand the boat- 
swain, a Japanese, jumped out, and had scarce- 
ly set foot on terra firma when a shot fired 
from the top of the cliff pierced his breast and 
he fell dead. This appears to have been the 
signal for 4 general attack, as a brisk fire from 
about twenty-five rifles was immediately 


opened on the threo boats from the top 


Tae Mai Nichi Shinbun to-day (15th. inst.) 
contains the first part of a series of complaints 
urged against the Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho 
by the Kairio Kwaisha, an association of pro- 
ducera in Shinshiu; and a general meeting of 
the frat-named was held on the 10th instant to 
discuss a suitable answer. 


The following is an epitome of the several 
complaints :— 

‘We, silk producers, believing in the first 
instance that the establishment of the Rengo 
was intonded to bring about reform in the 
absurd customs heretofvre prevailing in the 
conduct of silk eules to the great loss of pro- 
ducers; and also for the recovery of the coms 
mercial rights of Japan aud putting an end to 
the cunning designs of foreigners, felt much 
sympathy with the cause, and looked forward 
with hope to the opening of the institution. 
At its commencement, however, foreign mer 
chants unanimously opposed the restrictions 
sought to be imposed on them; and declined 
to have any transsctions whatsoever with the 
Rengo. This circumstance caused us to reflect 
deeply upon the statements of both parties, 
and to consider the actuel interest of those 
concerued iu the silk trade; and we discovered 


In pursuance of a circular notice previously 
issued, a meeting of the members of the Bluff 
Fire Insurance Company wae held at the 
Gaiety Theatre on the afternoon ot Tharsdiay 
the 10th instant «About thirty-nine members 
were present in person or were represented by 
proxy. 

Mr. Arthur Brent was voted to the chair, 
and having explained the special object of the 
meeting announced that 510 shares had been 
applied for unconditionally, while about 800 
maore were promised under certain conditions, 
one of which was that the paid up capital should 
be increased to $20,000 instead of $10,000. 

Js was then proposed and seconded :— 
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that between the Rengo’s first professions and 
its subsequent actions there were material 
differences. The first object was the recovery 
of our commercial rights, reform of objection. 
able usuages and the benefit of silk producers 
generally; but, owing to the absence of due 
and proper precautions in the beginning, the 
Rengo has involved us in difficulties with 
foreigners and injured us very much. 

‘Our first complaint is this:—The Rengo 
borrowed the sum of one million yen from 
some few banks; and further sums from other 
sources; all bearing siz per cent. annual in- 
terest. Advances were then made to pro- 
ducers at eighteen per cent. When the 
difficulty attained its height, this rate was 
reduced to fifteen per cent. What has been 
done with the difference [between the 
interest paid by the Rengo, and that recovered 
from the producer who was to be benefited]? 
It may be said the Rengo was established to 
promote its own private gain. This is one 
cause of our dissatisfaction with it. 

‘Again, since the establishment of the 
Rengo, silk producers have been compelled to 
pay three-fold fees :—one to the vrikomidoiya, 
another to the branch of the Rengo in the 
producing districts, and a third to the (chief 
office of the] Rengo; so that two extra 
fees have been levied by the Rengo. While 
the difficulty lasts the Rengo has consented to 
waive these fees; but when the difficulty is 
settled these fees will be revived. This is 
another cause of dissatisfaction. 


‘Since the establishment of the Rengo, busi- 
neas has been suspended; and about 14,000 
bales of silk are stored in its warehouses. 
That is to say, silk of the value of about 
5,000,000 yen, has lost its market. Of this 
quantity, seven-tenths bear fifteen per cent. 
interest [payable to the Rengo], and the re- 
maining three-tenths represent capital locked 
up and useless to the producers to their great 
loss. This is the third complaint.’ 

Beyond the injuries mentioned we have no 
complaints to make because you advocate 
our commercial rights, and we sympathize 
with you and feel it to be our duty to 
think such injuries only trifles as com- 
pared with the great object aimed at. But 
there is one thing which will cause a trouble 
and loss to us silk producers, that is, silk over 
14,000 bales in amount lies accumu- 
lated at Yokohama; and it will certainly 
be sold by anction by silk owners when the 
present difficulty is compromised, and then 
not only will the sale be made at a lower 
price than otherwise, for example, thirty or 
forty dollars lower, but the price of specie 
will be lowered by 14 0r15 sen. Silk pro- 
ducers at large, therefore, must endure a 
great loss amounting to nearly 1,400,000 or 
1,500,000 yen by these transactions and the 
fall of specie in price. In this case the es- 
tablishment of the Niadzukarisho is nominal- 
ly to secure the right of trade to ns and 
amend existing abuscs hitherto prevailing 
to benefit the common interest of silk 
producers, but, in fact, the great loss above 
referred to being the result, we can reason- 
ably say that your establishment produces 
unspeakable mischief to us; while your 
establishment absorbs the difference obtained 
by lending at high interest the capital bor- 
rowed at six per cent. 


However, if there is a hope of your victory 
over the foreign association, we will persist 
in the present undertaking notwithstanding 
the loss; but considering the present actual 
circumstances of your institution and 
that your capital is limited we strongly 
believe that with this limited fond there 


is no hope of eventually gaining a 
victory in this . great struggle. You 
may persist in your undertaking. You 
say that you have a capital of over one mil- 
lion yen, and if the struggle is kept up with 
this large capital, the foreign association 
must be dissolved and ask, on their part, for 
a compromise ; and that all silk at Yokohama 
will be directly exported to foreign countries 
and not sold to foreigners at the settlement. 
This is what you say of your situation. But 
we cannot believe this. You may have one 
million yen, but silk accumulated is over 
10,000 bales, and, moreover, the year being 
near the end, if the demand for money is 

ressing, this struggle can not be kept on. 

ou say, the foreign association will be dis- 
solved and ask ® compromise, bnt if they see 
your association is in danger of being broken 
up, their combination will certainly become 
stronger and patiently await the dissolution 
of our combination. Again, it is not easy 
work to directly export all silk at Yokohama, 
because our merchants have not safficient ex- 
perience of foreign markets and consequently 
they cannot sell at proper prices. Therefore 
we do not want all our goods to be exported 
through your Ni Adzukarisho. We will 
here give our opiniuns in reference to the 
advantage and disadvantage of direct exporta- 
tion to foreign markets. If silk of a quality 
desired be exported or if silk of a proper 
quantity be exported toa place where it is 
scarce, direct exportation would no doubt be 
profitable, but to export all the silk now nt 
Yokohama is an impossible task. This is so 
clear a fact that the public well know it. 
Therefore it is not rade for us to add that 
what yon say is nothing but a pretext to 
bind all producers together during the diffi- 
culty. 

This is the reason why we should decidedly 
declare after long and carefal consideration 
of the case that such a scheme is hopeless. 
You may say that we forget our duty, want 
patience, and are treacherous ; and if you are 
80 courageous as to say so you must be con- 
vinced of your being right, and if so, we 
request yon to give your assurance with 
respect to the following matters. 

1.— Interest on advances should be lowered 
to six per cent on and after the 10th. instant. 

2.—Advances made in paper money should 
be repaid in specie at to-day’s price (note. 
Advances to be made on silk to arrive from 
producing districts should be accounted for 
in specie at the price of the day of its ar- 
rival.) 

8.—If you can not accept these terms you 
should give an assurance that you will cover 
a loss caused by fall in price of specie when 
you commence business. 

4.—You should be responsible for losses 
caused by direct trade (note. This provi- 
sion is not applicable to exportation made 
in accordance with the desire of producers, 
and of the quality they approve of). 

If you accept the above four particulars 
of our demand, we will persist in supporting 
your principle, but if you onan not do go, 
we have no further reliance on men who 
have undertaken a thing persisted in only 
when they have an object to achieve ; but as 
we now believe you can not sncced in your 
object, we refuse to wait for a time when 
we may be in a critical situation, and we 
intend to abandon your principle and form 
@ new association to transact our own busi- 
ness as we like, and thus secare our proper 
commercial right. We believe that you have 
no reason to hold us to have broken the 
rules. Of course, we state so much not be- 
cause we are. anxious about our present 


interests, but from our being certain of your 
failure in your present situation. If you 
fail, a great multitude of silk producers will 
be driven bankrupt, production will de- 
cline so that the most profitable natural 
production of the country will fall off. Nor 
is this all, Ten million yen are stopped from 
circulation and cause great confusion in the 
political economy of the country. Is this 
not painfal P 

We therefore demand the above four con- 
cessions and request that your institation 
will clearly understand our demand and soon 
give an answer whether you accept or not. 


As THERE appears to be an uneasy feeling 
prevalent in Yokohama regarding certain ru- 
mours of a conflict between a Russian armed 
vessel and some of the otter schooners in the 
porth, we may state that we have instituted 
inquiries and have every resson to believe the 
rumours have no foundation, they having 
most likely originated in the report of the affray 
between the crew of the Diana and natives of 
Copper Island. The Otsego reports the follow- 
ing vessels to be still hunting, and last seen by 
her on the dates attached to their several 
names. 


We learn from trustworthy sources in the 
interior, that the action of the Rengo hes 
given intense dissatisfaction ; and led to inves- 
tigations which have given rise to conclusions 
of which the complaints embodied in the fore- 


going letter are reflections. What if the 
Japanese people should suddenly find out 
that the real causes of their being de- 
prived of “ commercial rights” are the personal 
interests of the monopolists, whose action is 
calculated to injure every person connected 
with the silk rade except the brokers? Once 
the real motives of the Rengo are disclosed, it 
will simply die away and no more will be 
heard of it. 


Ir is currently reported that the Chinese 
minister will shortly return to his country. 
The cause of his eudden recall is not known 
though severalcontradictory ramours are afloat. 

Counrerrgir yen and half yen notes are said 
to be very plentiful and are daily detected. 
Who the clever forgers are it is impossible to 
say, but the Mai Nichi Shinbun delicately 
hints that the imitations are much too perfect 
to be the work of Japancse, and warns one 
and all that the government are keeping their 
eyes open. 

Szverat deposits of gold have recently been 
discovered at Kurokura-mura, and Mesars. 
Fukano and Takasaki have applied to the 
government for a licouse to work a mine. 


Poncrvatty at 2 p.m. on the 18th. inst., Mr. 
Hegt was present at the Gniety Theatre with 
the whole of hie fire engines, hose, &. Bes 
tween twenty and thirty gentlemen were in 
attendance, several of whom, if we mista ke 
not were members of the Fire Brigade. 

After some desultory conversation betwoon 
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Mesers. Hegt, Grant, Abbott &., on the rela- 
tive merits, of hand and fire engines the 
first named gentleman proceeded with s 
practical illustration of the powers of his 
engines. Two of them were taken to the 
creek—one being placed in the water—an- 
other was stationed near Foote’s Hotel and two 
more close to the vacant space between Nos. 
85 and 86. Within eight minutes and a half 
the operations were completed and two good 
streams of water 70 feet high brought to bear 
on the houses above named. As far as prompti- 
tude and despatch sre concerned Mr, Hegt has 
certainly proved his case, and if he can ensure 
getting to the scene of a fire as speedily 
as he can bring his little engines into play 
there is not the slightest doubt that the more 
we have of them the better it will be for the 
settlement. 


An exhibition of the capablities of the 
steam fire engine was promised by some 
of the members of the brigade who were 
present, which they arranged shall take 
place shortly ; an opportunity will thereby be 
afforded of judging of the relative merits of 
the two kinds of engines. 


Mn. Krrepon’s letter in another column 
gives a point blank denial to the amendment 
introduced of the report of proceedings at 
the meeting of the foreign silk association, 
on the 15th instant. That gentleman aeserts, 
with unmistakable emphasis, that he not 
only made use of the words now chal- 
lenged, but of others not reported. We have 
found uleo abandant evidence in corroboration 
of the report as published. 


The words then used should, if objected to by 
the meeting, have been disapproved ou the spot - 
for it is clearly unreasonable that a minority 
meeting held on the 17th. should be competent 
to discuss and disapprove of expressions made 
use of by the chairman in his opening speech at 
a majority meeting of the 15th. It was then too 
late; and though the meeting might perhaps 
demand explanations it obviously had no power 
to accept a proposition disapproving of a plain 
statement of fact accepted at a previous 
meeting. 

Much of the trouble which has arisen in the 
publication of these reports, is due to the 
sbeence of a qualified reporter. The meetings 
have been semi-private, and only such portion of 
the proceedings made public as the chairman 
approved. The wisdom of this course is open 
to doubt. A competent reporter would have 
performed his work with some degree of 
accuracy ; and matters not suitable for publica- 
tion could have been pointed out at the meet- 
ing and omitted from the report. On every 
occasion of the publication of minutes furnished 
to us by members, complaints have been heard 
of their imperfect and partial character; and 
we venture strongly to recommend the com- 
mittee either to admit reporters for the press, 
or in future to keep their proceedings entirely 
private. 


Frese are becoming rather too frequent. 
About 9.15 p.m. last night (8th) the dread alarm 
was once more heard when there was a general 
rush for the scene of the conflagration, which 
turned out to be Matsukage-cho in the Japan- 
ese town. The outbreak occurred in a native 
godown belonging to a tea-chest maker which 


was almost totally destroyed. Thanks to| 


prompt assistance, the flames were extinguished 
in about half an hour without any further 
damage being eustained. The pecuniary loss 
is therefore comparatively trifling. 


Tue Ohoya Shinbun says a rumour prevails 
in the foreign settlement of Yokohama to the 
effect that the British government seem to 
have consented to the treaty revision proposed 
by the Japanese government; it is also 
ramoured there that a new foreign loan which 
has been long talked of, will be raised next 
year and a central bank established at the 
same time. ‘i 

To both these rumours we are in a position 
to give unqualified denial—Ed. J. G. 


Tus Hochi Shinbun says that His Imperial 
Highness, Prince Arisugawa who has been ill 
for some time has quite recovered. Hie High- 
ness attended the cabinet yesterday (18th inst.) 
for the first time since his restoration to health. 


Tug same paper says that the iron rails 
ordered from England for the construction of 
the Tokio and Takasaki railway arrived at 
Yokohama on the 15th. instant, and will be 
shortly laid down. ; 


Aocorpina to the Akebono Shinbun there 
appears to have been some misunderstanding 
as to who are the projectors of the Soko 
Kwaisha, the names of Mr. Asafuki and a few 
others having been included in error. The 
complete list stands thus :—Mesars. Ono, Ki- 
mura, Nakamura, Ohama, Osada, Sugimura, 
Otani, Horigoshi, Satsuma, Mayekawa and 
Miura. Permission to establish the company 
was granted on the 4th., and business was 
commenced on the 9th. inst. 


Tur Choya Shinbun says the railway be- 
tween Otsu and Tsugaru is so far completed 
that the opening ceremonies have been fixed 


and the condition of the people came under 
his eye. Recognising that one of the best 
ways to increase the prosperity of the people 
was to improve the means of communication 
between one part of the empire and another, 
the emperor gave orders that high-roads should 
be laid down in all directions. His attention 
was the more drawn to the matter because in 
the east it is the custom when a great man 
visits a district to repair all the roads in it, 
and Hoang-ti, while enjoying the benefit of 
his rule, knew that, outside his line of march, 
the roads were of a very different description 
to those which had been hastily prepared for 
hie arrival. Wishing to see with his own 
eyes, he may even have diverged from his 
route for the purpose of observing the naked 
reality. His own words sum up the situations 
“These roads have been made expressly for 
me, and I am indeed well satisfied. It is not 
just that I personally should benefit by a con- 
venience of which my subjects have more need 
than I can have, and one also which I can 
procure for them. Therefore I decree that 
roads shall be made in all directions through- 
out the empire.” Some of the roads made in 
obedience to this command are said to be still 
in existence. ‘ 


We have found from experience and constant 
observation, extending over a period of seven 
years, that atmospherical changes in Yoko- 
hama and its vicinity are seldom forewarned 
by the instruments which are of so much value 
in other parts of the world. The reading of 
the barometer was about one inch lower on 
Sunday morning than on the morning before ; 
and eteadily declined throughout the remainder 
of the day to a minimum at 6 p.m. of 29.13. 


for the lst. January next, traffle to commence / From other districts we have telegraphic ad- 


on the following day. 


Tur Korean ambassador, says the Mai Nichi 
Shinbun, had an interview with, and presented 
his credentials to, His Imperial Majesty the 
Mikado yesterday, the 9th. inst. Dr. Brouns, 
professor of geology, mineralogy and palsson- 
tology in the mombu sho had an audience at 
the same time. 


Tue following is the customs return for the 
month of September lest :— 


Exports ... Yen 2,689,866.680 

+ » 2,763,426.087 
Excess of imports ......... Es 73,569.357 
Export of specie and bullion ,, _ 767,797.912 


Import ry) ” 17,580.900 


Ir is said that history repeate iteelf. Many 
of us in Japan are familiar with the fact that 
when His Majesty is about to proceed on a 
journey to any portion of his dominions the 
roads are patched up for the occasion, and, 
after the imperial passage, are allowed to 
return to their original impassable or semi- 
impassable condition. Some little has been 
done in making new or improved roads, es- 
pecially over some of the passes, but as a rule 
these means of communication are wholly 
neglected, except the Mikado pays the district 
a visit. In China, a similar state of things 
existed more than two thousand years ago, 
Then, as now in Japan, roads were improved 
on the occasion of an imperial progress. We 
extract the passage on this subject in full from 
; Mr. Boulger’s recent history of China. He is 
writing of Hoang-ti, the first emperor of the 
: Tein dynasty, who reigned towards the end of 
the third century before our era. 

“ During the emperor’s journeys throughout 
his dominions the main features of the country 


vices as follows:—At Tokio at noon, baro- 
meter 29.16, wind south-west: at Wakayama, 
about 280 miles south-west of Tokio, at nine 
a.m., barometer 29.62, wind north-north- 
weet: at Niigata, about 180 miles from 
Tokio, barometer 29.22, wind south-east 
at 4 a.m. The barometrical depression has 
evidently travelled in a north and westerly 
direction, and from the magnitude of the area 
of the storm of which we only experienced the 
outer skirt or verge, its fury has been expended 
to the south of us, and we may expect to hear 
of it from every incoming ship for the next ten 
lays. 


Tue native papers state that His Imperial 
Majesty the Mikado visited the naval academy 
on the 19th. inet. and witnessed the ceremony 
of conferring diplomas. His Majesty was 
attended by their Imperial Highnesses Princes 
Kita Shirakawa, Fushimi, Higashi Fushimi, 
and Yamashina and their Excellencies Sanjo, 
Iwakura, Terashima, Inouye, &. 


A rex broke out yesterday at Tori Shinye- 
mon-cho, Tokio, when fifty-five houses were 
destroyed, 


Mr. Yamaguchi, editor of the Nisshin Shin- 
bun, has been fined one hundred yen for pub- 
lishing a memorial, forwarded to Prince Arisu- 
gawa by Mr. Awokawa relative to the- 
national debt. 


Tar Akebono Shinbun says that in conse- 
quence of immigration the population of Loo- 
choo has so much increased that the rice crops 
are totally inadequate to the demand. It has 
therefore been decided to import 10,000 koku 
annually from Osaka. Many shisoku of that 
ken have decided to remove to Tokio in conse- 
quence of this arrangement, 
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Hato Beports. 


In tae Nevaesiayp’s Comsvtar Cover. 


Before F. G. Sonise, Esq., Acting Consul 


J. Woirs Esq. and A. Remens Esq. 
Assessors. 
Wednesday 2nd. November 1681. 
Serrimus SHorr v. J. P. von Hewerr. 


The case was adjonrned on the 27th. ult. 
on which date the farther bearing was fixed 
for to-day. 

Mr. Lowder again appeared for the plaintiff 
and Mr Kirkwood for the defendant. 

Mr. Lowder jueed a certified copy of 
the bill of sale as ordered by the court at ita 
leet sitting. He alae produced certified copy 
of endorsement on the said bill of sale by Mr. 
Dickios resigning hie trusteeship. The ten 
debentures were also handed in by the learn- 
ed counsel. 

‘With regard to pai 5 of the petition 
which was denied by the defence Mr. Lowder 
said he was able to produce two letters ad- 
dressed by Mr. Dickina to the plaintiff by 
which it will appear that the latter was the 
holder of the bill of sale. 

Mr. Kirkwood objected to the letters being 
produced as they were written by a person 
who is not a party to the suit and therefore 
could not be taken as evidence, - 

The court over ruled the objection. 

Mr. Lowder then read extracts from the 
letters. He then handed in a oopy of an 
secount between John Grigor and the 
plaintiff as well as a sworn statement made 
by the plaintiff showing that the ten de- 
bentures now produced in court are owned 
by him. 

Mr. Lowder asked to be allowed to give 
evidence as to the handwriting of the late 
Mr. Grigor. 

The court objected to his doing so but con- 
sented to hear any statement made by him. 

Mr. Lowder then said he was intimately 
acquainted with the late Mr. Grigor. He 
recognised his handwriting in the letters 
now produced apd also the signature of 
Septimus Short to the statement just read. 
He then handed in a protest made by the 

laintiff in this suit against the sale of the. 
forniture of the “ Grand Hotel.” An affidavit 
by Mr. Von Hemert was read and handed in 
and also a statement of accounts between him 
and the late Mr. kay bs 

Mr. Kirkwood in defence urged that Mr. 
Short, by the terms of the bill of sale, cannot 
file an action against Mr. Von Hemert as he 
was not a to it. He contended and 
would being legal evidence to prove that Mr. 
Dickins had no power to retire from the 
trusteeship and that it did not appear that 
any person was appointed in his stead. If, 
however, he did so retire the whole pro- 
pesty was vested im the late Mr. Grigor who 
subsequently moctgnged it to Mr. Von 
Hemert, who made repeated applications to 
Mr. Grigor for a repayment of the meney ad- 
vanced on the mortgage, and that. ultimately 
he gave due notice that he should sell the 
property in order to recover the amount 
due to him and, to effect ~ vag are 

posed to pus it up in one lot. e de- 
Goaters holders approved of the estimate 
made.by Mr. Bourne. Mr. Short wae not, 
and never bad been a debentare holder until 
after the conclusion of a suit which took 
place in the British consnlate in. 1879. 


With referance to the sum of $6,700 men- 
tioned in the statement handed in by Mr. 
Lowder the learned counsel read a memoran- 
dum signed by all the debenture holders 
consenting to the furniture being sold for 
that amount. Mr. Short’s name was not 
included as he was not a debenture holder at 
the time. He also read a letter from the 
late Mr. Grigor showing he had then an 
interest in the property. (A copy of sworn 
statement made by the late Mr. Grigor in 
which he stated that the debentures in ques- 
tion were his was then put in.) 

Mr. Kirkwood addressed the court at some 
length and contended that his client was not. 
responsible for the amount olaimed by the 
plaintiff in this suit but that the same ought 
to be recovered from the estate of the late 
John Grigor. 

Mr. Lowder objected to a portion of the evi- 
dence given by the late Mr. Grigor be- 
fore the British Court being produced. He said 
it should be handed in in extenso and not in 
part. He addressed the court at some length 
in reply to the arguments advanced by Mr. 
Kirkwood. He contended that the action 
could not be brought by either Mr. Dickins 
or Mr. Grigor as the former had retired from 
his trasteeship and that the latter was dead. 
He urged that whatever transactions had 
been made by Mr. Von Hemert were not 
with Messrs. Dickins and Grigor aa trustees 
but with the whole of the debenture holders 
by whom the bill of sale bad been revoked. 
That Mr. Von Hemert clearly dealt through- 
out with the debenture holders and not with 
the trustees. That there was nothing con- 
tained in the bill of sale to show that by the 
resignation of Mr. Dickins the document 
wag solely vested in Mr. Grigor. It followed 
rather that it would revert to the debenture 
holders as no provision was made for the 
reaignation of either of the trustees. 

Mr. Lowder said he could prove, if called 
upon to do so, that even at the time when 
the case referred to was heard in the British 
Court that Mr. Grigor stated that the,de- 
bentures now produced were not his but 
were only held by him as attorney for Mr. 
Short, who therefore was clearly entitled to 
recover the amount claimed from the de- 
fendant. 

Mr. Kirkwood urged in reply that thero 
was no evidence to show that the ten deben- 
tures now produced were the ones stated by 
Mr Grigor to belong to Mr. Short. 

The conrt adjourned until Wednesday next 
Qth. when judgment would be given. 


In rae Dar Sam In. 
(Supreme Court of Japan.) 


— 


Francisco pa Roza, Ptaintiff and Appellant, 
against 
The Imperial Government of Japan, 
Department of Finance and Department of 
Juatice, Defendant and Respondent. 
The petition in the original action brought 
by the plaintiff in this Court and dated the 
15th. September 1881 was printed in the 
Japan Gasette of 13th. September last. 
he petition of appeal from the raling of 
the Joto Saibansho (Superior Court) was 
dated the 21st. September and was as follows. 
Pstirion oF APPEAL. 
’ The petition of the above named pleintiff 
and appellant against the Imperial Govern- 
ment of Japan, the above named defendant 
and respondent, to this Honourable Court 
shorweth as followa: : 


1st.—On the 14th. day of June 4881, the 
plaintiff forwarded through the Vice-Consal 
for Portugal to the Tokio Joto Saibansho a 
petition against the Imperial Government of 
Japan, the said defendant, in respeot to certain 
wrongs and injaries done to the plaintiff by 
the said defendant; and that thereafter, to wit 
on the 18th. July 1881, an amended petition 
in said action was forwarded to the said 
court through the Acting-Consal for Portugal, 
praying for judgment against the said defen- 
dant for the sum of $61,481.20. 

2nd.—A copy of the said amended petition 
is annexed to this petition. 

8rd.—A copy of the defendant’s answer, a 
document forwarded by the oourt to the 
plaintiff on the 22nd. Anguat 1881, is also 
annexed hereto. 

4th.—A copy of the plaintiff's application 
for a hearing of said cause of date 29th. 
August is also annexed. 

5th. - A copy of the court ruling upon the 
application for a hearing dated One. ptem- 
ber 1881, is also annexed. 

6th.—A copy of the plaintiff's seoond appli- 
cation for a hearing of said cause of date 5th. 
September 1881, is aleo annexed. 

7th.—A copy of the court ruling upon the 
second application for a hearing of date 12th. 
September 1881, is also annexed. 

8th.—The names of the officers who acted 
in the case in the Joto Saibansho and who 
dismissed the application of the plaintiff for a 
hearing are 


Tamora Nosorunt, Judge. 
and Anpo. Yaicaku, do. 


9th.—The plaintiff dissents from the action 
taken by the Joto Saibansho in said action 
and from the rulings made by the judges 
dismissing the plaintiff's application for » 
hearing of the said cause for the reasons 
following. 

1st.—The aetion of the Joto Saibansho in 
said cause was irregular. x 

2nd.—The decision of the court in dismies- 
ing ey application for a hearing was contrary 
to law. 

8rd.—The action of the court in pronoano- 
ing upon the case without a trial or hearing 
and returning the petition to the plaintiff 
was contrary to law. 

4th.—The refusal by the conrt to hear the 
plaintiff in said cause wes a denial of justice. 


The plaintiff therefore prays thia Honour- 
able Court that the action the Joto Sai- 


bansho be vacated, set aside and annulled, and 
that the decision refusing to try said cause 
and dismissing the plaintiff's application for 
ahearing be reversed and that the plaintiff 
may have such other relief as the nature of 
the case may require. 
Gao. Wattace Hn, 
Connsel for Plaintiff and 
appellant. 
F. pa Boma, 
Appellant. 


Yokohama, Japan, Sept. 2ist. 1881. 

The ruling of the Dai Shin In upon these 
petitions is dated the 11th. November 1881 
and is as follows : 

To 
Sr. Francrsco pa Rosa. 

Plaintiff in an original petition addressed 
to the Supreme Court, and ina petition of 
appeal to the same coart to both of which the 
Imperial Government of Japan, Finance De- 
partment and Judicial Department, are named 
as defendants: and Mr. G. W. Gill, his at- 
torney and counsellor at law. 


we ee -v 
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The Supreme Court is unable to take 
judicial cognizance of either of the above 
mentioned petitions. 

1.— With reference to the first mentioned : 

A-similar petition based upon the same 
grounda of complaint was presented by the 
plaintiff to the Supreme Court, at Tokio, in 
which as amended under date 11th. July 
1881, the Imperial Government and in parti- 
cular the two departments thereof in the said 
petition specified were, as in the petition to 
thie Supreme Court, named as defendants. 

The Superior Court having declined to 
entertain the petition addressed to it, a new 
petition to the same effect has been presented 


to this Supreme Uonrt as a court of original 


jurisdiction im certain cases. 

The substance of the petition to the 
Superior Court and of the original petition 
to this Supreme Conrt is a complaint that in 
a certain suit instituted by the said Francisco 
da Roza against a Japanese subject (Francisco 
da Roza versus Goto Shojiro) in the Tokio 
court, the ssid Tokio court failed to do 

ustice to the plaintiff: and the said F. da 
za, in the two original petitions he has 
addressed respectively to the Superior Court 
and to this Supreme Court, seeks to hold the 
Imperial Government or some departments 
thereof judicially responsible before these 
courts for the alleged miscarriage or denial of 
justice on the part of the said Tokio court. 

The Imperial Government does not submit 
itself or ita departments to the jurisdiction 
of any of its courts at the suit of a plaintiff 
who seeks to hold the government or any of 
its departments judicially responsible for the 
acts of its courts of justice: and that being 
80, neither the Superior Court nor this Sa- 


preme Court has any legal competency to! 


take jadicial cognizanee of such suits. 

This Supreme Court has accordingly de- 
clined to entertain the original petition ad- 
dressed to it, in the same manner as the 
Superior Court declined to entertain the 
similar petition addressed to it—thongh in 
that case additional grounds for declining 
were assigned which appear to this court to 
have been superfluous. 


2.—With reference to the petition of ap- 
peal addressed to this Supreme Court on 
sepa from the Superior Court. 
he parties named as defendants not hav- 
ing been for this purpose within the juris- 
diction of the Superior Court, that court did 


not render or affect to render any decision | 


spon the case between the parties named as 
plaintiff and defendant in the petition. 

that coort therefore neither had nor could 
have had and never assumed to have jadicial 
cognizance of the case, its action, in respect 
of which this appeal is preferred, affords no 


basis upon which to found an appellate juris- | P® 


diction in this Supreme Court. 


It is desirable to add, with reference to 
the application for hearing, the refusal of 
which forms one of the grounds of this 
appeal, that in seeking, as the plaintiff did, 
in that and a subsequent application, to 
treat the statement made by the judges of 
the Superior Court, when declining to enter- 
tain the petition, as an “ Auswer,” in the 
nature of a Demarrer to the petition, made 
on bebalf of the Imperial Government by 
officers of one of its departments, the plain- 
tiff totally misapprehended the nature and 
effect of that document. As already explain- 
ed, no anawer to the petition in the natare 
of a Demarrer or otherwise has been sub- 
mitted to the judgment of the courts by or 
on behalf of the Imperial Government or its 
departments. The document in question 


As: 


was, a6 appeared on the fano of it, a state- 
ment by the court of its own grounds for 
declining to entertain the petition. 

In returning the present petitions through 
the hands of the plaintiff's Consul the Pre- 
sident of this Supreme Court has in like 
manner caused this explanatory statement to 
be prepared and forwarded for the informa- 
tion of the plaintiff: and, in view of the 
unaccountable misapprehension on the onl 
of the plaintiff as to the purport and effect 
of the previous communication above alluded 
to, addressed to him by the judges of the 
Superior Coart, an English version is in this 
instance annexed so as to preclude the pos- 
sibility of farther misapprehension. 


By order of the President of the 
Supreme Court. 


Kipo Kostro, 
Secretary of the said Court. 
Supreme Court of Jadicature. 


Tokio, the 11th day, 11th month of the 
14th year of Meiji. 


Ix H.1.G. Consutaz Court. 


Before Ep. Zarer, Esq.; Ooneul. 


F. V. Fiscurr, Esq., and M. Burcwagrp, Eaq., 
Assessors. 


Thursday, 17th. Nov., 1881. 
Ep. Fiscaar & Co. v. Junius Mannicn & Oo. 


This was a claim for $1,259.77, including 
interest from 12th. July 1881. 

Both parties appeared and filed statements 
by which it appears that the sum claimed is 
on account of short proceeds of a consignment 
of sugar sent by defendants to plaintiffs. The 
latter allege that the sugar did realize the 
; market prices at the time of the sale for that 
quality, and dispute the allegation of defend- 
ants that they have not acted to the beat for 
their interests. 

After hearing the arguments on both sides, 
the court adjourned antil the 28th. inst., in 
order to receive the evidence which both 
parties may then be able to produce. 


OFFIOIAL CORRESPONDENOE ON THE 
SILK QUESTION. 


Yokohama, 11th. Oct., 1881. 


Sir:—I have the honour to address you 

on behalf of the associated silk trade of 
Yokohama with reference to the Rengo Kiito 
Ni Adsukarisho, a species of silk guild re- 
cently formed with its headquarters in this 
rt, 
On the 20th. July last, the silk merchants 
of this settlement addressed the Hon. J. A. 
| Bingham, as doyen of the Diplomatic Corps, 
upon the subject of the same guild. Asking 
reference to that commanication, I am able 
now to write more particularly, inasmuch as 
this association commenced its operations 
upon the 15th. ulto. 

A table of rules or bye-laws has been 
published, and these seem to show that it is 
of an exceedingly exclusive character. 

Rale XIII, for instance, reads as follows :— 

([ Translation.) 

“This sssociation will have no transac- 
tions with any person who purchases silk in 
the producing district for sale to foreigners ; 
or with those who purchase from any person 
not a member of this association.” 

And it may be mentioned that either will- 


ingly or unwillingly—there is reason to 
believe in some cases the latter —every native 
house engaged in the silk trade in this port, 
has joined the association. 


We hear of one or two independent houses 
trying to stort a fresh business outside the 
guild, but practically they seem to be unable 
to work it. We hear also of an applicant 
for a license being told he must wait. We 
mention these small matters to show that 
virtually the guild has absorbed the whole 
of the business in silk in Yokohama. 

Farther the Shokin Ginko, or “Specie 
Bank,” in conjunction with all the other 
native banks, has taken steps to deprive 
any person not belonging to the guild of 
all financial assistance in buying silk in the 
interior for transmission to Yokohama; thus 
virtually rendering all but isolated and small 
transactions impossible, except for those who 
transmit the silk to the care of the associa- 
tion. 

But the most tangible evidence of the 

wer wielded by the guild seems to be ex- 

ibited in the following circumstance :— 

Last week, Messrs. W. M. Strachan & 
Co., British merchants of this place, succeed- 
ed in obtaining delivery of 24 bales of silk 
in Tokio from a silk man not connected with 
the guild. They had the silk conveyed to 
Yokohama by train, and had it met at the 
station by two horse draya owned by for- 
eigners, but with native drivers. 

The silk was duly placed in the drays at 
the goods station, and the drivers proceeded 
with it up to the settlement. 

It was observed, however, that a messenger 
was despatched at the same time from the 
station to the premises of the guild, and 
when the drays were crossing the bridge 
leaving the station-yard, a policeman came 
forward and then hurried off. 

He appears to have obtained assistance, 
and just as the drays reached No. 63, 
(Messrs. Strachan’s compound), some six or 
eight policemen arrived in jinrikishas. 

One of them called to the coolies who were 
engaged in unloading the silk to stop, but 
took no further steps. 

What I desire to ask your attention to, is 
the fact of the guild being thus able to sum- 
mon the police to its aid to endeavor to 
interfere with business which is being done 
without its intervention. 

We may, I think, assume as a certainty, 
that had those drays not been accompanied 
by foreigners, or had they been ordinary 
hand carts drawn by coolies, the police would 
certainly have stopped them. 

And if the guild can thus exercise power 
and influence beyond all legitimate commer. 
cial limits, it follows that natives and es- 
pecially country people will be afraid to enter 
into transactions except through its medium, 

I would therefore take leave, referrin 
again to the communication of 20th. July, to 
submit to you a request that you would be so 
good as to endeavour to obtain from H. M. 
the Mikado's government some disclaimer of 
all connection with the Rengo Kiito Niadzu- 
karisho, with a proclamation through all the 
country calcalated to relieve the people from 
all fear of pains and penalties inflicted by it. 

Mention has already been made of the Kiito 
Aratame Kaisha of 1873. The cases seem to 
contain so much that is similar, that I take 
leave to refer you to the correspondence be- 
tween our Chamber of Commerce and H. B, 
Sir Harry 8. Parkes, which then took place. 

The first letter from the Chamber was 
under date 5th November, and the final reply 
from H. E. Sir Harry 8. Parkes was of 3lat 
December. 
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_ Among the documents handed in at the 
time was a statement of an attempt by the 
Kaisha to forcibly stop some silkworm eggs 
at the railway etation, which were the pro- 
perty of a German firm. 

I may also ask attention to the letter from 
H.E. Terashima Manenori of 24th December 
to Sir Harry Parkes and to the notification 
of H.E. Okuma Shigenobn of 18th December, 
a8 apposite to the present case. 


T have the honour to be 


in following the drays of Messrs. Strachan | to you by Mr. Wilkin on behalf of the com- 
and actually attempting to interfere with the | mittee of the Foreign Associated Silk Trade 
receipt by an English firm of silk purchased | of Yokohama, on the subject of the Rengo 
by them in Tokio. The action of the police | Kiito Ni-Adsukarisho. 

on the occasion is, as your Excellency will,! Tp addition to that enclosure you refer me 
Tam sure, admit, caloulated to influence the | to — memorial on the same subject addressed 
operations of silk producers and to arouse | t) Mr, Bingham, the doyen of the Diplomatic 
suspicions in the minds of foreign mer- | Corps on the 20th July last ; also to a corres- 
chants. Another point to which I beg to| nondence which took place in 1873 between 
invite your Excellency’s attention is the text my predecessor and Sir Harry 8. Parkes 
of article 15 of the rules of association of respecting an association also Bea od with 
the Rengo Kiito, ote., which rans asfollows:—!the silk trade, called the Kiito Aratamé 


Sir, Article 15. ‘In support of our adherence 
Your most obedient servant, | to these articles we have deposited 1,000 yen prcater ta Potato es Ske 
A. J. WILKIN, with the National Bank and should any | action of the imperial government in 1878, 


member violate one article of these rules the 
whole, or a portion of this deposit shall be 
forfeited, and his name may be removed from 


and to a statement contained in my predeces- 
sor’s despatch of the 24th Becember, 1873. 
And you express a hope that, in acoordance 


for the Committee of the 
Associated Silk Trade. 
J. G. Kexnepy Engq., 


&., &., &eo., the association by 8 general resolation of | wrth the desire of those who addrose yon, 

H. M.'s Chargé d’ Affaires, Yedo. ee would ‘nob 2 belinea: be ie poreramest should renew their action 
. - » of 1878, and disclaim all connection with the 

(Corr.] enforced in an English court in the event of | now guild above named, and should farther 


ita breach, becavse, as your Excellency is 
doubtless aware, agreements in restraint of 
trade are regarded in English law as illegal, 
and I wonld esteem it a favoar if your Ex- 
cellency would inform me whether it could 
be enforced in a Japanese court of law. 

Again I am assured that the carrier 
companies in the districts of Kofa and 
Hachoiji are refusing to carry goods other 
than those consigned to members of the 
Rengo. Such a proceeding would appear to 
be clearly illegal. In short, the foreign silk 
merchants of Yokohama believe, and not 
without reason, that an institution like the 
Rengo which can summon the police, dictate 
to the prodneers, to the banks, to the examina- 
tion officers, to the transport companies, and 
to the chamber of commerce must be sup- 
ported by the government. 

I do not attempt to describe the details of 
the dispute now existing at Yokohama, but 
I venture to think that the action of the 
Rengo Kiito is premature, and that ocompli- 
ance with its wishes would prove injurious 
to the interesta of the silk trade, which 
needs fewer rather than greater restrictions. 

In conclusion I beg leave to express my re- 
gret that the most important trade of Japan, 
one that has been amicably and systematically 
carried on for upwards of twenty years, 
should now be paralysed by a dispute between 
asmall number of foreigners and Japanese 
merchants, and I ventare to recommend to 
the serious consideration of His Imperial 
Majesty’s government, whether s remedy 
against the recurrence of such a spectacle 
might not be provided by opening to 
foreigners and to foreign trade the silk 
districta in the neighbourhood of Tokio. 

Such a step might be difficult at the pre- 
sent moment, bat the knowledge that such 
facilities to trade might be favourably con- 
sidered in connection with treaty revision 
would, I am sare, go far to remove the angry 
feeling and the distarbances which now seri- 
ously affect the most important trade of the 
empire. 


issue a proclamation throughout the country 
calculated to relieve the people from all fear 
of the exercise of any coercion by the guild 
over persons not joining the association. 

With reference to the correspondence in 
1878, and the request based upon it, I should 
point ont to you that the course pursued by 
this government on that occasion affords no 
precedent for action in the present instance, 
as the cases are widely different—seeing that 
the silk guild now in question does not pur- 
port or assume to exercise any authority over 
others than its own members. This con- 
sideration, you will not fail to observe, ren- 
ders any public action on the part of the 
government quite uncalled for. At the 
same time I have no hesitation whatever in 
acceding to the other branch of your request 
in assuring you moet unreservedly that no 
government assistance has been or will be 
given to tbe guild, which is a volantary as- 
sociation of traders for trade-parposes, rely- 
ing for its success solely upon ita own legiti- 
mate commercial strength and inflaence, and 
having no more authority over others than 
is possessed by the counter-combination of 
foreign silk merchants over those who may 
bave declined to co-operate with them. 

Some of the statements both direct and 
inferential, contained in the letter you en- 
close, which you appear to have fully accepted 
as well-founded, appear to me at present 
lacking io that aathentication without which 
any official enquiry would be premature. The 
cage, however, of the alleged action of certain 
police officers, though not agreeing in all 
respects with the account given of it by Mr. 
Wilkin, and by no means warranting the 
deductions that have been drawn from it, has 
I regret to say a foundation in fact which 
distinguishes it from the olass of statements 
above referred to, and demands for it a fall 
explanation. Upon enquiry I have ascer- 
tained that the Ni-Adsukarisho had em- 
ployed some police-officers to guard ite 
premises under an arrangement with the 
police office which it is equally open, 
not only to every Japanese subject, but 
to every foreign firm or resident to enter 
into. The guild, however, made an im. 
proper use of the services of some of the 
officers thus employed by it, in detailing 
them to watch the action of members of the 
guild outside the premises of the guild; and 
the police officers themselves were guilty of 
a dereliction of duty in performing such 
fanctions. It is the fact that, acting in this 
capacity, four (not six or eight) policemen 
followed the carts in question for the purpose 
above alluded to, bat they deny having order- 
ed the coolies to cease unloading, as alleged. 


Yedo, October 19th, 1881. 


To H. E. Inovrg Kaworv. 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


8m,—I have the honour to enclose copy 
of a letter which I have received from Mr. 
Wilkin on behalf of the Committee of the 
Associated Silk Trade in Yokohama on the 
subject of the proceedings of the Japanese 
silk guild Rengo Kitto. 

Mr. Wilkin, as your Excellency will per- 
ceive, refers me to communications which 
have already passed on the above subject, 
namely a memorial addressed to Mr. Bing- 
ham, as doyen of the Diplomatic Corps by 
the foreign silk merchants of Yokobama on 
the 20th. July last, and also to the corres- 
pondence which took place in 1873 between 
his Excellency Terashima Muanenori, Sir 
Harry Parkes, and the Yokohama General 
Chamber of Commerce, respecting the Kitto 
Aratame Kaisha, and which resulted in the 
issue of a notification by his Excellency 
Okuma Shigenobu forbidding all attempts 
on the part of the guild to reatrict the 
freedom of the silk trade. As the above 
documents are well known to your Excel- 
ee I do not propose to allude to them 
farther beyond calling your attention to the 
prompt action of the Japanese government in 
1878, and to the statement contained in His 
Excellency Terashima’s despatch to Sir H. 
Parkes of the 24th December 1879, to the 
effect that the Japanese government “has 
not for a moment sanctioned such illegal 
acts as the placing of restrictions on silk 
merchants not belonging to the guild” 
ete., eto. 

Mr. Wilkin, on behalf of the associated 
silk trade of Yokohama, now invokes my 
assistance to indace His Imperial Majesty's 
government to renew their action of 1873, 
and to disclaim all connection with the new 
guild entitled Rengo Kiito-ni- Adsukarisho, 
and algo to move the Japanese government 
to issue a proclamation throughont the coun- 
kd caloulated to relieve the people from all 
ear. 

I venture to believe that your Excellency 
will readily comply with the expressed wishes 
of the foreign silk merchants and will 
anthorise me to assure the association that 
no government assistance has been or will 
. be given to the Kengo Kiito. 

WSouch a disclaimer on the part of the gov- 

ernment of Japan would be the more appre- 
ciated because of evidence adduced by Mr. 
Wilkin of support given to the proceedings 
of the silk guild, and especially owing to 
the recent action of the police at Yokohama 


I take, &c., 
(Signed) J.G. KENNEDY. 
H.B.M.’s Ohargé d’Affatres, 
in Japan. 


Foreign Office, Tokio, 
The 9th of the 11th month, 
the 14th year Meiji. 
(Corr—Tanstation. } 


Sm,—I have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your communication dated 19th. 
Ootober, enclosing copy of a letter addressed 
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One of the officers. employed by the guild 
referred the matter to his superiors for in- 
structions ; whereupon those officers who 
had allowed their services to be thas impro- 
perly used were immediately reprimanded, 
and strict injunctions were laid both upon 
the guild and the officers employed by it 
which will effectually prevent the recurrence 
of any such proceeding. This explanation, 
shewing as it does that in the only matter 
from which government support to the guild 
could be legitimately inferred, the inference 
is without foundation, will, I trust, serve to 
dissipate the erroneous impressions which it 
seems are entertained as to the general atti- 
tude of the government towards the guild. 


You further especially invite my attention 
to the text of an article which you quote at 
length, as “ Article 15 of the Rengo Kiito (Ni- 
Adsukarisho)"" The article in question is to 
be found, not in the rales of the Ni- Adzukari- 
sho itself, but in those of a kindred institn- 
tion—the association of dealers in silk 
Exports. Nevertheless, while 1 cannot ven- 
ture to answer your hypothetical question by 
anticipating the decision of a court of law 
upon the validity of such an article (a course 
which I believe you will recognize as one 
scarcely proper for me to take in any case) 
I may, without questioning the correctness 
80 far as it goes of the view expressed by 
you of the English law on this subject, be 
Permitted to point out to yon that, as I am 
advised, agreementa in the nature of trade 
combinations, though containing provisions 
which, as being in restraint of trade, would 
not be directly enforced by a court of law, 
sre not on that account necessarily illegal for 
other purposes. 

‘The suggestion as to opening the silk dis- 
triete which you make vine a te to obviate 
similar difficulties in the fature, raises ques- 
tions which I feel to be at once too wide and 
too delicate for me to handle thus incidentally 
to a local, and (as I:believe) temporary trade 
dispute: between bayers and sellers of silk— 
a dispute which I ventare to think should be 
left to adjust itself upon ordinary economic 
principles. Bat I may add, as you suggest, 
that any such proposition if brought forward 
by foreign governments upon general 
grounds in connection with revision of the 
treaties, will receive the most respectful con- 
sideration at the hands of this government. 


In conclusion I desire to assure you that 
this government deprecates as sincerely as 
yourself the existing disturbance of the silk- 
trade, 80 far as it bas in its effects tranacend- 
ed the limite of an ordivary straggle between 
contending commercial elements. I desire also 
in deference to the expression given by you to 
the apprehension of those whose interests ap- 
pear to them to be threatened, to emphasize 
the assurance that any illegal proceedings, 
Properly demanding the intervention of the 
executive government, shall, upon daly 
authenticated information beiug given to the 
Proper authorities, be dealt with in strict 
Sccordance with the law appropriate to the 


Accept, &c., 
(Signed) INOUYE KAORU, 


H. I. J. M.'s Minister for 
Foreign Affairs. 


J. G. Kunnupy, Esq., 
be., &c., do. 


THE FOREIGN SILK ASSOCIATION. 


The following correspondence in connection 
with the recent action of the chairman of the 
foreign silk association, has been handed to 
us for publication :— 


(Copy.) 
Yokohama, Nov. 11th., 1881. 


A. J. Witxm, Esa. 

Daaz Sm :—As co-members of the silk trade 
committee we venture to point out to you our 
disapproval of your action in regard to the 
steps you have individually been taking in the 
question of settlement of the differences exist- 
ing between buyers and sellers of silk. 

We disapproved at the time, of your being 
present at the meeting held at the American 
legation at the request of the American 
minister by the appointment of Messrs. Shibu- 
sawa and Masuda: but as you chose to dis- 
tegard our wishes, we are pained to observe in 
the minutes of that meeting which have been 
published in the Japan Mail, that you did not 
clearly inform the conference that you were 
not empowered to speak either as one of the 
committee, or as representing any opinion bat 
your own. We are also pained to observe, in 
thoge minutes, that you favoured the idea of a 
central market, uotwithstanding you were 
aware that in the rough draft of the second 
address to the merchants of the:intepior, the 
paragraph in which a central market was 
alluded to was declared to be improper and 
consequently expunged. 

We learn that you have also written an an- 
swer to the letter addressed by the import mer- 
chants to our silk association, and that in 
your answer you have advocated the feasability 
and propriety of a central market. 

On behalf of the silk association which we 
represent until a meeting is called, we strongly. 
protest against the whole of your individual 
action in this matter; and especially of your 
canvassing the foreign community to support 
your views without informing them that your 
colleagues are entirely. in opposition to your- 
self in this matter, and averse to any such 
settlement. 


We are, Dear Sir, 
Your obedient: servants, 


E. BAVIER. 
(Signed.) TOM. THOMAS. 


N. P. KINGDON. 


(Copy.) 
Yokohama, 12th. November 1881. 


Mesers. E. pg Bavrer, Tom. THomas and N. P: 
Krnepor. 


Dean Sts :—I am in receipt of your letter of 
yesterday and. am sorry to learn.therefrom, 
thet my action hag given you pain: this is 
the more unfortunate since I may sey. that.I 
have seldom or ever in my. life gone through 
eo harassing and arduous a six or eight weeks 
as-those now passed, and that farther IT have 
striven my best to work so as to meet the 
views and interests of the whole body of 
foreign merchants. 

I think, however, that your letter conveys 
some misapprehensions which are capable of 
removal; and let me also say that your as- 
sumption of the right to dictate to me in my 
individual capacity, I must at once repudiate. 

In reference to the disapproval which you 
now express of my proceeding to the U S. 
legation ; let me say that my memory may be 
wrong, but I fail to recall a single instance in 
which any of you either before or after, ex- 
pressed your disapproval; and if so it is 


strange that thie is the first occasion on which 
you put it on record. Further, let me remind: 
you that you knew that some such meeting: 
was proposed long before it took place, and 
that when the definite proposal for it came, 
I went out in search of the committee to put 
the letter containing it before them, and sent a 
written communication to those I could not 
find. Bs 

While I hope I am open to any reasonable 
advice, I must, however, deny your right to 
any way bind me in such a matter. 

As for the minutes as published, they are 
not authorized by me: but I deem that for all 
necessary purposes it is quite sufficient that 
it was explicitly stated in writing beforehand 
that I went as a private individual. 

Aud for my part upon looking through 
the copy of the minutes which I have, the idea 
which strikes me is that I can scarcely be: said 
to be represented as favouring a ‘‘centrel 
market,” 

Nor have I written “any answer to the 
letter addressed by the import merchants to 
the association.” I have refrained from doing 
anything but in my capacity as an individual. 
[ have put in writing to the import merchants 
what I have told them verbally, and said again 
and again any time this two mouths. Indeed 
what I have said to them may be found in= 
dicated in the printed report of my remarke at 
the German Club at the meeting of the 20th 
September. I do not hesitate to repeat one 
day what I have said the day before. Nor 
to write down what I have said, if there is any 
occasion for it: only a craven does other- 
wise, I imagine. 

I may as well put on record (I have already 
communicated to several whom I came across - 
the substance of it) what I jotted down for 
the import people on the 9th. inst. 

“* Memorandum :—Personally.I myself am in 
“ favour of any plan for the sale of silk which 
“ will improve the present one. 

“If this could be done by a general ware- 
“house I should be.in-fevour of it: it would 
“be necessary not only that this warehouse 
“ should’ be'ia & convenient place and conveni- 
“ently constructed, but that: beth: buyers 
“ and sellers should be quite satisfied that their 
“ rights were preserved, aud especially it woald 
“ be no use unless silk could be delivered like 
“the muster. Until such arrangements can 
“be made and for the present I think some- 
“thing of the following plan would answer 
well. The silk to be brought into foreigners’ 
® godowns for inspection and the foreign bayer 
“ to give a godown order "—and so forth. 

Ald I challenge the verdict of every reason- 
able man upon this, 

I’ may add that next day the import 
people came and said that this answered 
all the purpose that they wanted, and 
they would now insist upon business being 
resumed. This I may soy wae to me & 
very agreeable surprise. They were pressing 
to know how far other foreigners would be 
disposed towards similar ideas. I told them 
there would be no meeting for some days and 
so forth: and xs they continued pressing, I 
suggested that they should show their sincerity 
and settle the matter right off by sending me up 
10 bales; and this they agreed to do and did 
yesterday. 

I should have much preferred to have done 
nothing as ao individual: this in the nature 
of things was impossible, as sll day come 
munications of various kinds were always 
reaching me, and. of necessity they must be 
dealt with at once. I have always endeavored 
to keep the committee quite au fait of all that 
came before me, but I must be excused if [ 
say that I do not think the committee have 
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fairly supported me. I have had to stand as 
the target of everybody, to receive all kinds of 
visits and communications, but I have felt that 


In tae U. 8. Consonan Generat Cover. 


I have been altogether fettered by the com-| Before General Van Burex, Consul-General. 


mittee. Information or impressions which I 
have derived, I have passed on, only to be 
negatived or disregarded: I have been in the 
false position of a simple machine, as if I had 
no discretion or mind of my own: till as 
told some of you some days ago, I could and 
would be in such a position no longer. Twice 
during the last nine days I have called 
committee meeting und only one of you has 
come. There has been no public meeting for 
more than three weeks, and I have felt that 
you were not carrying out the spirit of the 
resolution passed at last meeting, but acting 
on your own views, or some of them, which 
wore so generally rejected at that meeting. 


As for my canvassing to support 


ty | 300 dozen hare skins as per sample. 


Osaxt Yosuisvce v. J. Martians & Co. 
The plaintiff was represented by Mr. Shi- 


] | meozu who presented the following peti- 


tion :— 

1.—That on the 26th. October 1881, the 
plaintiff purchased from the defendant 300 
dozen of hare skins at the value of $5.40 per 
dozen and the plaintiff received two dozen of 
the said skins as a sample. 

2.—That on the same day the plaintiff 
gave tothe defendants the following memo- 
randum :— 


PURCHASE BOND 
Size 


views, I plead guilty to having—as part ofjonly >< ><>< $5.40 per dozen. 2 dozen re- 


my labours—gone as time permitted me to one|ceived as sample above mentioned. 


T have 


or other of the foreign community to discuss|duly entered the contract to purchase and 
with them the proposals of the Japanese, and|same shall be completed on 2nd. November 
I deny any one’s right to question my doing so. | 1861. 


I venture to say that the rest of the committeo 


1 further agree to take delivery of the 


have not refrained from doing thie,‘and I may | game as goon a8 they are landed. 


add that I have not hesitated to express my 
colleagues’ views, also, when so engaged. 

In conclusion, I may say, that I am notify- 
ing the members of the association that I 
retire from the committee, and shall append 
copy of this correspondence : and I also reserve 
the right to give itother publicity. 

And if in what I have done, avy harm is 
likely to result, I look to your tact and 
ability to set it right. 


Yours faithfally, 
(Signed) A. J. WILKIN. 


(Corr.) 


_ Yokohama, Nov. 12th., 1881. 
A. J. Wixi, Esq,, 


Sm :—We have received your letter of to- 
day informing us that you retire from the 
committee of the silk trade association. 

We regret exceedingly that you did not take 
this step earlier, in order that your actions as 


(Signed) 


26th. October 1881. 


8.—That on the 3rd Nov. 1881, the said 
skins arrived and on the 4th of same month 
the plaintiff demanded delivery of the same 
but defendants refused. 

4.—The plaintiff therefore prays that the 
defendant be ordered by this honorable court. 
to deliver 278 dozen of the said skins in 
balance or in default of the said delivery the 
defendants may be ordered to pay forthwith 
the sum of $180 being the difference between 
the contract price and the present market 
price, or such other sum as to the court may 
seem just, together with interest thereon at 
the rate of 10 per cent. and cost of this suit. 

5.—That the plaintiff may receive such 
farther other relief as the nature of the case 
may require. 


(Signed) 


Osaxi YosHisvuke. 
Osvya Yesvxg. 


J. Sumeozo, 
Attorney for Plaintiff. 


Mr. Weiller on behalf of the defendants 


an individual might not have gone forward to! replied as follows :— 


the Japanese under the cloak of your official 
position as chairman of our committee and of 
the silk trade association, and thereby have 
preveuted the Japanese being misled into the 
terms they are now demanding for tho re- 
sumption of business, 


We are, Sir, 


Your obedient servants, 


N. P. KINGDON, 
TOM. THOMAS, 


(Signed) 
E. DE BAVIER. 


And now come the defendants in the above 
vamed cause and in answer to the plaintiff, 
deny each and every allegation made by the 
said plaintiff in the said petition. 

And for a farther answer defendants state 
that the plaintiff is justly indebted to them 
in the sum of $10.80, the price of two dozen 
rabbit skins which the defendants sold to the 
plaintiff at $5.40 per dozen, which said rabbit 
skirs tho plaintiff took possession of but did 
not pay for, and has not at this date paid for. 

Wherefore defendants pray that the peti- 
tion of plaintiff be dismissed, and that he be 
ordered to pay the said sum of $10.80 to the 
defendants and the costs of this action and 
for such other relief as the nature of the 


Cheung Ta-tsing, recently appointed Mi. |°#8e may require. 


nister for China to United States, Peru and 
Spain, who had lately returned from Poking 
to Canton, where he has spent several wecks, 
is now in Hongkong en route for Washington. 


(Signed) Atrrep WEILER, 
Attorney for Plaintiff. 


After these statements had been handed 


His Excellency is staying in the Méng Lee|in the evidence of both parties was taken 
Chan a Chinese Hotel in Wing Lok Street.| which was both voluminous and conflicting. 
H. E. with his suite, translator and family | After some arguments between the contend- 
will leave here for Washington by the O. &.|ing parties the case was, by mutual consent, 
O. steamer Oceantc on the 16th inst.—Ohina| adjourned until 11 a.m. to-morrow in order 
Bail, that other witnesses might be forthooming. 


HONGKONG. 


(Hongkong Daily Press.) 

The Amoy Gasette of the 7th instant gives 
the following particulars of the stranding of 
the steamer Pakhot on the 5th inst. :—‘‘ It is 
with regret we have to report the wreck of 
tbe steamer Pakhot from Shanghai with a 
general cargo for this port; whilst she was 
coming into the harbour on Saturday, at 
about 6.45 p.m., she strack on Brown’s Rock 
and remained stationary. Every effort was 
made to get her off, but unsuccessfully. Her 
decks are all under water at high tide. A 
great number of cargo boats went alongside 
and received all the moveables from the 
steamer. Some of the cargo also has been 
salved. A considerable amount of looting 
took place, the fishermen and sampanmen 
crowding on board so soon as the vessel’s 
distress was evident, and carrying off 
topes, blocks, and everything that conld 
be picked up or cut away. This speaks 
badly for the police of the port. At the 
present time the Fethoo is lying off the wreck, 
to which she proceeded s0 soon as steam 
could be got up, after the accident. There 
is every hope that the steamer will eventually 
be saved.” 


Some anxiety is being felt as to the fate of 
the British steamer Oharlton which left 
Newcastle, N. S. W., on the 28th September 
direct for this port. She is now considerably 
overdue, as the voyage including stoppages 
at the various ports on the way is one of 
thirty days. 


The Agents (Messrs. Jardine, Matheson & 
Co.) inform us that the steamer Glenfinlas, 
from London, left Singapore for this port on 
Saturday, the 12th instant. 


The Agents (Messrs. Russell & Co.) in- 
form us that the Union Line steamer Lord of 
the Isles, from London, left Singapore for 
this port on the 12th. iustant. 


(Ohina Mail.) 


The funeral of one of the wives of Messrs. 
Tarner & Co.’s Compradore took place this 
afternoon (Nov. 3rd.) about one o'clock, and 
was condacted with all the pomp and gorge- 
ous display at the command of a Chinese oo- 
cupying a well-to-do position. The deceased 
was the second of four wives, but had heen 
promoted to the position of first wife on the 
death of the senior some years ago. She 
was 45 years of age, and leaves, we are 
informed, two grown-up sons. The death 
occurred about four weeks ago, in the family 
house in Shelley Street, where constant 
moorning ceremonials by a large household 
retinue, as well as by numerous friends of 
the deceased, have been carried on ever since 
in the true orthodox fashion peculiar to the 
Chinese. The husband of the deceased pur- 
chased the rank of a mandarin some years 
ago, and the display to-day was conducted 
with all the dignity befitting the rank of one 
holding that position. The procession waa 
along one, consisting of the usual varied 
collection of coolies and boys dressed up in 
the most gorgeonsly-colonred and fantasti- 
‘ cally-arranged robes, some carrying banners 
inscribed with legends detailing the virtues 
of the deceased, others carrying chairs and 
trays laden with the carcases of sheep, goata, 
deer and fowls, together with a large collec- 
tion of fruits, flowers and cakes. Some seven 


or eight Chinese bands occupied positions in 
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the cortege, discoursing music of the most 
discordant description, but suitable we pre- 
sume to the occasion. Two bodies of Chinese 
prieste and a party of Chinese nuns also ap- 
peared in the throng; and the whole was 
brought up by the body, placed in a large 
bier profusely decorated with flowers, carried 
by sixteen bearers, and surrounded by a large 
gathering of mourners, the more immediate 
friends and relatives of the family. The pro- 
cession took ite way from Shelley Street by 
Hollywood Road, Wellington and D’Aguilar 
Streets, and the Praya to the H. C. and 
Macao Steamboat Company’s Wharf, where 
the body was placed on board the steamer 
White Cloud for conveyance to Macao, en 
route to the native place of deceased where 
interment will take place. A large matshed 
was erected in the morning at the junction 
of Wing Lok Street with Bonham Street 
where many friends and relatives assembled 
from time to time during the forenoon to 
pay their tribate of respect to the memory 
and good qualities of the departed. 


It would appear that no Singapore Mail 
has come on by the Thidet. This is not the 
first time it has occurred, and although less 
attention is paid to it now than formerly, 
yet as we look for fuller telegrams by this 
mail than the scraps forwarded by Reuter 
to us here, its non-arrival entails a certain 
amount of inconvenience. 


By the arrival of the steamship Menmuir 
to-day (Nov. 8th.), we have little or no addi- 
tional aews respecting the loss of the British 
steamer Brisbane, although she brought on 
to this port the doctor and the Chinese por- 
tion of the latter vessel’s crew. There had 
been saved about 400 tons of cargo before 
the ship became a total wreck, and up to the 
27th. ultimo, the date of Captain Craig’s last 
letter, salving operations were still going 
on and 100 tons had then been saved, 
while another hundred was about all that 
he expected from further efforts. All the 
prepared opium was being landed. A 
Marine Court of Inquiry was held on the 
28th October to investigate the cironmstances 
attending the loss of the steamer, with the 
result that the Captain and officers were 
exonerated from all blame. The ship went 
on the rocks during an intensely thick haze, 
throngh which it was scarcely possible to 
distinguish anything more than about half 
the ship’s length distant, besides which there 
was a strong current setting down to the 
South-West. 


We are informed by the Agente (Messrs. 
Batterfield and Swire), that the Ocean 
Steamship Co.'s steamer Jason from Liver- 

, left Singapore on the forenoon of the 
2th. instant for this port and Shanghai. 


Maciao.—Nov. 9th.—Quite a sensational 
affair took place this morning. It seems that 
a soldier for some military offence, bad been 
condemned, a few days ago, to two years’ 
imprisonment. This morning, in being trans- 

rted from one part of the prison to another, 
ie broke loose from the turnkeys, and flying 
past the astonished guard was outside of the 
walls ina moment. I happened to be on the 
Praya at about eleven a.m., and met the 
fellow running like a deer, with a cudgel in 


bayonets, and after inflicting a slight wound 
on his arm, brought him to bay. In a few 
seconds the other posse was on the scene, and 
a remakable amount of gesticulating and loud 
talking ensued, during which the prisoner 
was surrounded and led off. The cause of 
his foolish act is unknown. He is to be 
tried by court-martial, and will, in all 
probability receive a long term of punish- 
ment. The fellow is of anusually large stature 
and so fleet of foot, that had he ran into 
China town, he might have escaped. 


Daring the night of the 8th—9th. there 
was a serious set-to between the Chinese 
Custom house, officers and some smugglers, 
on the mainland opposite the harbour—a 
place known as Sha Ming. Two of the 
smugglers were killed ; one, shot through the 
head, died instantly ; the other died in the 
Hospital this afternoon, of a breast wound. 


A third is severely wounded in the leg, 
but will probably recover. Of course, the 
affair is beyond the pale af Macacese jarisdic- 
tion, though enquiry will be made on the 
part of the local anthorities.—Ohina Mail. 


ARRIVALS. 


Nov. 10, Jap. str. Htroshima-Maru, Haswell, 1,870, 
from Shanghai and porte, Mails and General, to 
M. B. Co. 

Nov. 10, Brit. str. Malacca, Weighell, 1,709, from 
Hongkong via Nagasaki, Maile and General, to 
P.& 0. Co, 

Nov. 11, Jap. str. Kuwmamoto-Maru, Drammond, 
ae from Hakodate, Mails and General, to M. B. 


Nov. 12, Russian gun-boat Abreck, Comd. Schaus, 
7-guns, 1,000 tons, from Hakodate. 

Nov. 12, Brit. sur. Kamtchatka, James, 702, from 
Hakodate, Fars and Seaweed, to Walsh, Hall & 
Co. 


Nov. @2, Am. schr. Alewander, Carlson, 72, from 
Karile Islands, Skins, to J. E. Collyer & Co. 

Nov. 18, Ger. brig Maid Marian, —, 250, from 
Amoy, Oct. lst, Ballast, to P. Bohm. 

Nov. 14, Brit. str. Yorkshire, Longley, 1,561. from 
London via Shanghai, General, to Smith, Baker 
& Co. 

Nov. 14, Jap. str. Kokonoye-Maru, Dithlefsen, 1,188, 
from Hakodate, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 
Nov. 15, Froh. str. Volga, Guirand, 1,602, from 

Hongkong, Mails and General, to M. M. Co. 

Nov. 15, Am. schr. Otsego, Pearse, 86, from Kaurile 
Islands, 1100 Seal skins and 15 Otter skins, to 
H. Cook. 

Noy. 15, Brit. str. Strathmore, Rowell, 1,888, from 
London via Shanghai, General, to Smith, Baker & 
Co. 

Nov. 15, Jap. str. Hiego-Maru, Walker, 896, from 
Hakodate, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 

Nov. 16, Am. str. Céty of Tokio, Maury, 6,050, from 
San Francisco, Mails and General, to P. M. Co. 

Nov. 17, Jap. str. Shinagawa-Maru, Walker, 908, 
from Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 

Nov. 16, Jap. str. Takachiho-Maru, Nye, 1,406, from 
Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 

Nov. 17, Jap. str. Tokio-Maru, Swain, 2,119, from 
Shanghai and porte, Mails and General, to M. B. 
Cc 


‘0. 
Nov. 17, Rues. sohr. Adele, Gouldes, 42, from Kuarile 
Islands, 40 otter skins and 1,200 seal skins, to 
F. Rets. 
Nov. 17, Dan. schr. Helena, Ewart, 52, from Kurile 
Islands, 40 otter and 500 seal skins, to Captain. 
Nov. 18, Jap. barq. Kanagawa-Maru, Eckstrand, 
1,184, from Nagasaki, Coals, to M. B. Co. 

Nov. 19, Jap. str. Wakanoura-Maru, Christensen. 
1,300. from Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 

Nov. 20, Jap. 
from Nagasaki, Coals, to M. B. Co. 

Nov. 21, Jap. str. Sumida-Maru, Hubenet, 896, from 
Hongkong via Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. 


either hand, and about twenty breathless 
“peelers” following in his wake. Tho 
sentinel in front of the Fazenda, with two 


other comrades, attacked him with their 


Nov. 22, Brit. str. Oceanic, Metcalfe, 8,700, from 
Hongkong, Mails and General, to O. & O. Co. 

Nov. 22, Am. ship Wilkam J. Rotch, Bray, 1,717, 
from New York, 59,000 cases Kerosene and Gene- 
ral, to O. & J, Trading Co., Limited. 


barg. Xiinokwni-Maru, Nichols, 960, | porte 


DEPARTURES. 


Nov. 8, Jap. str. Takachtho-Maru, 
Hakodate, Mails and General, to 
Nov. 8, Jap. str. Wakanoura-Maru, Christensen, 
1,800, from Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. 


Co. 

Nov. 9, Brit. str. Gaelic, Kidley, 2,704, for San 
Francisco, Mails and General, despatched by O. 
& O. Co. 

Noy. 9, H. B. M. surveying-vessel Flying Fish, Lieut.- 
Com. Hoskyn, 4-gums, 836 H.P., 78 men, for 
Kobe. 

Nov. 9, Jap. str. Metji-Maru, Peters, 1,010, for 
Tighthouse Inspection, despatched by Lighthouse 

pt. 

Nov. 9, Jap. str. Genkat-Maru, Conner, 1,917, for 
Shanghai and ports, Maile and General, despatched 
by M. B. Co. 

Nov. 10, Jap. 3-masted schr. Awajishima-Maru, 
Creighton, 660, for Nagasaki, Ballast, despatched 
by M. B. Co. 

Nov. 12, Brit. str. Luctle, Kooh, —, for Shangha 
via Kobe, Ballast, despatched by Ed. Fischer & 
Co. 

Nov. 12, Rrit. barq. Charlwood, Hisoooks, 887, for 
Kobe, General, despatched by A, Reimers & Co. 
Nov. 12, Jap. str. Wakanowra-Maru, Christensen, 
1,300, for Kobe, Mails and General, despatched 

by M. B. Co. 

Nov. 12, Froh. str. Mensaleh, Homery, 1,273, fer 
Hongkong, Mails and General, ‘despatohed by 
M. M. Co. 

Nov. 12, Ger. barq. Pallas, Lueders, 493, for Guam, 
Ballast, despatched by Captain. 

Nov. 12, Jap. str. Takasago-Maru, Young, 1,280, for 
Hongkong via Kobe, Mails and General, des- 
patched by M. B. Co. 

Nov. 16, Brit. barg. Royal Tar, Graves, 598, for 
Viotoria, Ballast, despatched by Walsh, Hall & Co. 

Nov. 15, Jap. str. Kumamoto-Maru, Drummond, 
1,240, for Hakodate, Mails aud General, despatched 


Nye, 1,406, fro: 
MB. Co.” = 


by M. B. Co. 

Nov. 15, Brit. str. Kamchatka, Hussey, 702, for 
Shanghai, General, despatched by Walsh, Hall & 
Co, 

Nov, 16, Brit. str. Bengloe, Webster, 1,198, for New 
York via ports, General, despatched by Mourilyan, 
Heiman & Co. 

Nov. 17, Ger. corvette Stosch, Capt. Blans, 8,000 
tons, 16-guns, 400 men, for Kobe. 

Nov. 17, Am. str. City of Tokio, Maury, 5,050, for 
ponekens, Mails and General, despatched by 

Nov. 17, Russian Corvette Abreck, Comd. Schauz, 
7-guns, 1,000 tone, for Nagasaki. 

Nov. 17, Jap. atr. Kokonoye-Maru, Dithlefsen, 1,188, 
for Hakodate, Mails and General, despatohod by 
M. B. Co. 

Nov. 18, Brit. str. Malacea, Weighell, 1,709, for 
Hongkong via Hiogo and Nagasuki, Mails and 
General, despatched by P. & O. Co. 

Nov. 19, Jap. str. Hiroshima-Maru, Haswell, 1,870,. 

| for Shanghai and ports, Mails and General, des- 

patched by M. B. 

| Nov. 21, Brit. str. Yorkshire, Longley, 1,561, for 
Kobe, General. despatched by Smith, Baker & Oo. 

Nov. 21, Jap. str. Takachiho-Maru, Nye, 1,406, for 
Kobe, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 

i Nov. 22, Am. ship McLaurin, Little, 1,489, for Ban 

Francisco, Tea and General, despatohed by 

Walsh, Hall & Co. 


PASSENGERS. 


Per Jap. str. Takachiho-Marw from Hakodate :— 
Messrs. Perry, Horton aud C Mapes in cabin; and 
180 Japanese in steerage. 3 

Per Jap. ie Wekonews: Maru, from Kobe :—2 
Japanece in cabin ; and 62 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Brit. str. Gaelic, for London:—Mr. A, 8, 
Fobes in cabin. For San Francisco: Mr. L. L. 
Fobes, Mrs. A. 8. Fobes, Capt. Sherman, Capt. L. 
Montgomery and servant, Dr. H. Stewart, v.sn., 
Messrs. W. B. Dann, BR. Yesoye, A. Weguias, G. 0. 
Tobey in cabin; 2 and 400 Chinese in 
steerage. 

Per Jap. str. Genkai-Maru, for Shanghai and 
:—Messrs. 8. Endicott, Datacka, C. Wiggins, 
Blam, E. H. Tucker, Gonso, W. 8. Paterson, 

J. #. Willis, Revd. E. R. Willis, Revd. J. Coete, and 
5 Japanese in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Hiroshima-Maru, from Shanghai and 
ports :—Dr. Lyons, Dr. Owen, v.8.n., Lieut. Saymons, 
U.8.N., Paymaster O..0. Tiffany, vU.s.N., Messrs. G. 
Wanchope, J. D. Walker, B. D. Walker, Bishop, 
u.e.n., and 7 Japanese in cabin; 8 2 
Chinese and 211 Japanese in steerage. 


‘V. Kostifeff, Mneda, Tani, Muratomi, Marmond, Ito, 
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Per Brit. str, Mal:coa, from Aengkong :—Messrs, 
A. Woolley, R. N. Rogers and Sam Loong in cabin 5 
and 1 Indian on deck. from Nega«ki: Mr. Gins. 
barg in cabin. 

Per Froh, etr.-Menenleh, for Hongkong :—Mesara, 


} Passing throngh the Inlasd.sea bad light N. Weater- 
ly winds and cleudy, rounded Oo-sima at 11.15 a.m. 
the 9th and fine; thence to Yokohama light variable 
winds and fine, Arrived at 13.20 p.m. the 10th. 


The M.'B, steamer Ewmamoto-Maru, Capt. Dram- 
mond, reports :—Having spoken the Otter Husting 
Schooner Otsego, bound to Yokohama off Cape 
Devries, on ‘the 9th instant, with $15,000 worth of 
Fors on board. All well. ° 

The british steamer Kamtchatka reports :—Left 
Hakodate at 4 p.m. on Thursday, 10th inst. Ex. 
Perienced calm with heavy rain showers to Kinka- 
san; thence to Susaki strong N.W. winde; from 
thence to port fresh . with cloudy weather. 
Srvived at 11 p.m. 12th inst. 

The German brig Maid Marion reports :—Ex. 
perienoed a succession of adverse yal-s with an- 
vettled weuther ‘throngheut. On the llth inst., 
the mate died of fever and his remains will be 
Conveyed on-shore and buried to-day. _ 

The Japanese steamer Kokonoye- Maru reports :— 
Left Hakodute on Friday, Nov. llth, 7 pm, 
Experienced moderate N:W. winds wnd fine weather 
throaghont the:passage. Arrived on ‘Monday, 14th 
inst. at 7 a.m. 

The French steamer Volga reports :—Left Hong- 
‘kong Nov. 7th, 6 p.m. Experienced fresh N.B. mon- 
soon on Chia coast on Japan coast mostly N.E. 
winds, with unsettled weather. Arrived 6 a.m. 
Passage 7 days 12 hours. 

The American steamer City of Tokio reports :— 
Left San Francisco Uot. 25th, at 3.10 p-m. to Oct. 
29th had fresh gales from 8.W. and heavy N.W 
swell ; thence to Nov. 6th fresh 8.W. to N.W. with 
lar-e swell, and thence to Yokohama fresh to mode- 
rate Rasterly winds and squally. Arrived November 
‘t6th. at 12.16 a.m. Time 20 days, 16 hours and 
30 min. 

The Japauese steamer Hiogo- aru reports: —Left 
Hakodate 6 p.m. 18th, Experienced light variable 
winds tc Kiokagan hence to port fresh N.E, with 
fine weather throughout. Arrived 1.30 s.m. 16th. 

66 hours, 

The British steamer Strathmore reports :—Left 
Shanghai noon 10th. Experienced atrong N. E. to 
N. N. E. win-ie.end:--overcast, througheut. Arrived 
9.80:p.m. Pansege 5 days and nive hours. 

The Japanese steamer Tokio-Maru reporta :—Left 
Kobe at 6 p.m. 6th inst. Experiensed moderate 


Akiyama, and two Chinese in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Tukasago-Maru, for Hongkone-vie 
Kobe :—Mise Young, ’Mesers. Baziog, Dowsen, 
Fabre and two Japanese in cabin, 

Per Jap. etr. Kokonoye-Maru, from Hakodate .— 
Dr. Bdmond Newmann and: 5 Japaneee in cab n; 
and 100 Japanese in steerage. 

‘Per Brit. str. Kamtchatka, from Hakedate :— 
Messrs. Phillipines, Slipenbach, Swett, C.onibes, Bush 
and Lieut. Miller, r.R.N. 

Per Freh. ‘str. Volga, ‘from Honckotg :—Mesers 
‘Hake, Kinoshita, Nokgnamo Hodszoin, and Haas 
in cabin. 

Per Am. str. City of Tokio, from San-Franciseo — 
‘Rev. F. 8. Dobbins, Mrs. F. 8. Dobbins and child, 
Rev. N. W. Halcomb Mires J. EL Doty, Mrs. 'W. F. 
MoConnell, ‘Rev. K. M. Mattees, Misa J. Leavitt; 
Mise J. M. (irr, General D. Macentyre, Mesers W. 
F. MoConnell, G. A. Shnfoldt, Geo. Irvine, Geo. 
Baillie, O. Yamada ‘and ‘PF. A. Carlin cabin. For 
Hongkong: Capt. B. 1. Sherburne, Miss E. Sher- 
burne, Messrs. :C. C. Hellan, -W. Gerdes. Misa 
‘Archibald, Mies Butler, Miss @. Stewart, Rev. J. 
C. Thompson and wife in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Aiogo-Maru from Hakodate:—25 
Japaneses in steerage. 

Per Jap. str. Yokio-Maru, from Shanghai and-ports: 
—Meesrs. -B. 0. Soott, -uiew., K. A. Mees, Joh 
Sharp, C. W. Baird, Galitzki, Marshall, Maxwell 
‘Satow, EB. 0. Kirby, O. Reimers, and 12 Japanese 
in cabin; 2 Europeans, 1 Chinese and 226 Japane 
in steerage. 

Per Jap. str. Takaehiho-Maru, from Kobe :—12U 
Japanese in ateerage. 

Per Am. str. City of Tokio, for Hongk:.ng :—Major 
‘Palmer, Mr, A. {1..C, Haselwood, ead Mr. and Mrs. 
B. H. Cook in cabin. 1 

Per Brit. str. Sfatacea for ‘Hongkong via. ‘Hiogo 
and-Nageeaki :—Mr. aud -Mre. Cox, Mies Oox, Mas- 
ter Cox, Dr. Blennerhasset, Dr. Large, Mesers. 
Allington, T. Idey, J. Barolny, H. Creech, Maclag- 
‘gen, Ohun Te Ko, Lo Tock Suen, R. H. Brown, F. H. 
Windham, H. Rokuro, P. Colomb, A. Woolley in 
oabin ; and-6 Jupanese and 3 Chinese in steerage. 

Per Jap. str. Hiroshima-Maru, for Shanghai and 
porte:—Mr. end Mrs. Ford, Miss Mateer, Miss 
Leawitt, Mies Orr, Mr, and Mre. Grigor, Mies Daly, 
Miss G. Mathews, Rev. R. M. Mateer, Messrs. N. 
'W. Baleomb, G. A. Schafeldt, T. A. Oarl, J. J. Quin, 
F. H. Hake, G. Montgomery, J. North, M. Fitz- 
geratd, Noyes. Morehouse, J. H. Oliver, EB. Bonger, 
and 21 Japanese in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Wakanowra-Varu, from -Kobe:— 
Mesers. Jones and ‘Connor, and 100 Japanese. 

Per Jap. str. Sumida-Mern, from ‘Hongkong vi 
Kobe :—Messrs, C. each, H. Brown, C. Auboo and 
2 Japanese in enbin ; 5 ‘Ohinese and 120 Japanese 


steerage. 
Per Brit. str. Oceanic from Hongkong ‘for San 
+—Capt. C. H. Sawyer, Mesars. Chan Yuok 
‘Chin and wife, Chan Kim Chew, Chan Hon Piny, 
Chan Hong Sing, Choy Yiok Hing, Chen Hon Hing, 
Henry Green, Chan Shun ‘Poo, Low Wai 8on, Lai 
Kut '8e, Oui Kum Tong, Choy Wo Po, few Yack 
‘Tivg, and ‘W. J. Robinson iu cabin; and 844 Chinese 
in steerage. For Yokohama: Messrs. C. R. Lewis 
and I, '. Hatohinson in cabin, ‘ 
Per Am. ship McLaurin for San Francisco :—Mr. 
berton. 


puased a barque off Omaisaki supposed to be the 
Ke aru. Arrived at 8.30 a.m. 17th inst, 
Passage :'6 hours, 

The Japanone steamer Takachtho-Maru reppris :— 
Left Kobe at5:a.m. 15th, Experienced N. E. winds 
awith fine weather throughoat passed the Kanagawa- 
Maru between Omaisaki and Reck Island. Arrived 
9.p.m. 16th. Passage 88 hours, 

The Japaugse steamer Shinagawa-Maru reports : 
—Left Kobe !8th at midnight and put into Oosima 
2 p.in. 14th on acoounts-of bad weather wisd atrong 
from &.B. with heavy swell. Left Oosima 7 a.m. 16th 
afterwasds freah N. W. winds to Rock Island hence 
to port moderate N. K. wind with cloudy weather. 
Arrived 11.80 pom. 16th. Passed the Kanagawa- 
westward of Rook Island :22 miles. 


winds with moderate weather entire pnssage. 
Arrived at noon 18th inst. Passage 7} days, ‘Ibe 
Kéinokuny-Maru ‘was to leave same day for Yoko- 
bama. 

The Japenese barque Kiinokwni.Maeu reports:+— 
Left: Ni onthe 12th. inst. Experienced 


nA ok ee 
BRPORTE. 


The Japanese steamer Takachtho-Marn 
Left Hakodate at 8 p.m. 6th iust. ‘Bxperienced 
‘strong Hasterly wis with heavy sea on acoount of 
which we put in to Sendai on ‘Sunday tth. 
again at 6 am. 7th inst. Thence 
S\W.-wind with fine weather, 
wnable -to see a ship's length ahead. 
noen.Bth inst. 

‘The Jepancee steamer Wakanoura- Maru -veperts : 
Left Kobe, 7th November, at 6 a.m. ienced 
light westerly wind with fine weather theoughont, 
Arrived, 8th November, at 2 pin. Passage 34 honors. 

The Japanese steamer Héroshim-«Moru reports 
‘Left Kobe at 6 p.m. 8th inst. Experienced light 
N.W. winds with fine weather, latter 
Arrived at 1 a.m. 10th inet, 
&. The British steamer 
kong at 1220 p.m. 
N. Easterly winds and fine weather on the.Ohina 


Westerly winds and 
on the 


reports :— steemer Sumida:Maru reports :— 
Left Kobe:et6:p.m. 19h inst. Ezperienged strong 
N.E. wind with cross sea to Cape Sima, when the 
wind shifted :to N.W. blowing hard gale with 
threatening appeeranco andJlow. Barometer lowest 
reading 29.38. Arrived at 6 a.m. 2lst inst. Passage 
'96-boure. 


Neong Nov. dGth at 3.p.n. Had fresh monsoon up 
to North end of Formosa; thenoe to Yokosima, 
moderate and -freah Southerly and Weaterly wiuds ; 
thence to Rook Island freeb N.W. gales; thenee to 
port light N.N. Westerly winds.aud fine. 

The American ship Wilkam J. Rotch reports :— 
‘Left New York July 2nd. Passed the Cape of Good 
Hope Sept. let; entered Ollas Straits Oot. 9th and 
on the 2ist entered the Pacific. Had fine weather 
wntil the 6th of Nov. off the Loo Ohoo Islands 
when we had bad weather from N.E. lasting 
;}o the 18th ; since then have had N.W. winds, etrong 
with 
Passage 141 days. 


N. to N.E winds with fine weather throughout ; | 


The Japanese barque Kanagawa- Mary reports :—. 
Loft Nayasaki 11th inwt. Kaperienced N. and N.E. | 


The British eteamer Ossanic reperts :—Left Hong-. 


high seas. Avrived let evening, 22nd inst. , 


The Papen Gazette, 


Metablished 1867. 


THE ONLY INDEPENDENT JOURNAL 
‘PUBLISHED IN JAPAN. 


T HERE are two daily editions; one issued.at 
about 7 p.m. and the other:at 9am. ‘Phe 
Mur. Summary is a compilation, edited 
and.corrected, of all matter of im) 
during the fortnight: this summary forming a 
useful half-yearly volume of 850 to 400 pages for 
reference on all questions of pdlitical, commercial, 
literary, and social interest: in Japan acesssible to 
foreignere. Current events.are treated day by.day 
in leading articles and editorial notes from the 
:pens of several leading members of the community ; 
the prime object of the proprietors being to make 
the newspaper a fall and trustworthy To of 
the progress of affairs in thie pertion.of. 


Subscribers and advertisers ave respectfully 
referred to the tariff of subscription end advertising 
given below. Terms for adv. i will be 
steadily adhered to; but standing advertisements 


may be inserted in accordance with the 


required on an uniform basis, to be agcertai ‘ca 
inquiry at the office or on application by lester. 


The Hapn Grete 


Ie libera in politics, an ardent advocate of free- 
trade, and, Pino h under English direction, 
essentially cosmopolitan in its views. 


Advertisers have the advantage of a double 
circulation. 


—— 


ADVERTISEMENTS: 
Oue Dollar per-Inch for Six Lusertions. 


Abventisers abroad may forward their notices 
sbrongh, 


LONDON :—Mesers, Gonnen & Gorom, St. Bride. 
street; Mr. G@. Grazer, 80, Cornhill : 

HONGKONG :—Proprietor, Daily Prose. 

SHANGHAL—Mesers. Katar & Waisn. 

HIOGO.—Messrs. Guo. Warrmaax & Oo. 


SUBSCRIPTION: 


AVANGAZRTTR, including (* bp ¥ hgckins 
Morning Supplement and 14.00 H 

Mail Tanue ......ccccsseccers 4.50 3 month. 

; 34.00 ,, annum. 

JAPAN GAGKITE with Morn. } 19.00,, & year. 

ing Supplement only...... 12.00, 2 w» 

8.60 , month. 

é 24.00 ,, annum. 

JAPAN GAZHTTS oniy...... \ bed 2 : seer 

2.60 ,, month. 

MALL, ISRO... ....ccccceceeecees § 12,00 por annum, 
i Single Copy ... 50 cents, 


MORNING SUPPLEMENT .. $ 10.00 per annum 


POSTAGE HXTRA.. 
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COMMERCIAL CIRCULAR. 


Yoxousma, Novauszr 247TH, 1831. 


Showing Duties payable, Prices realized, Quotations, and Estimated Sales of Goods in Yokohama, for the period of 15 days from 
8th. November. 1881, to the 22nd. November 1681, inclusive, 


IMPoRTS. 


The dispute among sellers and buyers of silk, which led to a complete suspension of business from September J 5th. to 17th. instant, came to an 
end on the last named date, by a compromise in which buyers consented to the formation of a central warehouse in which all future transactions shall be 
conducted, provisionally upon the arrangements being satisfactory ; and that the right of individual action be secured to native merchanta; that is, that 
they shall not be coerced by any future combination or teonope . Business has, therefore, been resumed on former terms slightly modified; but the 
difference between home prices and those demanded here, fully 360 per picul, precludes any business of importance ; and, so far, the anticipated stimulus 
to trade by the settlement of the silk dificalty is not perceptible. Currency exchange too, is declining ; and on the whole business on the spot ia dall, 
though comparatively large purchases of yarn have been made to arrive during the ensuing three months, and at advancing prices. 

YARNS :—Sales reported amount to 6,241 Bales against 455 Bales for the preceding period; making a total for the yoar to date of 59,497 Bales 
—vis.: 37,361 Bales 16/24; 10,057 Bales 28/33; 1,562 Bales 38/42; 2,599 Bales doubled, and 7,918 Bales Indians. 

SUGAB :—White has advanced 30 cents per picul all round ; brown rather less, but firm. a 

KEROSENE:—Deliveries during past fortnight which have been large, have now fallen off and for the last week there have been no transactions. 


183 Ibs. = 1 Picul. 100 Dollars Mexican = 811 Silver Boos. 


DUTY PAID. 


DUTY CALCULATED 
In PRICES AT WHIOH 
MEXICAN DOLLARS. SALES HAVE BEEN 


ESTIMATED SALES. 


(From 8th. November to 22nd. Nov.) 


COTTON PIECE GOODS. 


Drills, American, 40 yds. 80 in. 14 Ibs. ... y 0.0241 P 10 yds. |g Y po.| $2.65 @ 3.50 
ints, assorted, 24 ,, 30,, . oon . 0.0241 » 55 1.00 @ 38.00 

Satins (cotton) Rarer ie oat @ o.18 

Shirtings, Grey, 38} yds. 39 in. Je ae oe e 1. 
a 3 BO se ORE aa <a 1.75 @ 2.36 
” » «= 8849 45, 9 yy oe 2.20 @ 2.76 
» See ee, — 

T. Cloth, 82 in. 6 Ibs. aee eee one os 1.20 @ 1.60 
a Fo fey sii Avedon Mie aes 1.65 @ 1.75 

Turkey Reds, 2 yds.30in. 1$1b._... 


» oo» 4% , 80, 2 » @2blb.. 
”» 2 » 80, 2 » ldo. ... 
” » 2% , 80,,—@8 lbs. 
Velvote (black) 85 ,, 22, «. dee 
Victoria Lawns, 12 ,, 43,0. ww 
Cotton Italians, 856 ,, 3234, .. dco cess 


COTION YAEN. 


700 @ 7.30 3, 
¥ ya. 


Nos. 16 @ 2 reversed oy ae 82.25 @ 88.00 P po. bales: 
» 16@% Ma cen Cua 30.874 @ 83.50 ,, » 
» 28@ 33 Gost as 83.75 @ 84.15 ,, 7 
» 88@ 42 on on on 87.00 @ 87.75 5 ” 

» S82doubled.., a “ 85.60 @ 86.50 ,, » 
» 42 5, ee 1.6077 P picul. * eS 
2, 80 55 ” ” 
Indian No. 10 ” . 
»  » ie aoe ms » 
» w» 16 ove » 

» oo» besgnwl aoe nn eue Cees 

WOOLLENS AND MIX1URES,. 

Alpaca, 40 yds. 83 in... ove oa ane woe 0.0965 Y 10 yds. 

Blankets, assorted, 6 lbs. ($ green $ scarlet) 

” ” 5 lbs. (70 scarlet 80 green propn. 1.6077 Y picul. pairs. 

Cath, at wot, Gh @ G4 tke. Z 0.0965 p10 yds 0.80 @ 1.50 a 

woo! is ‘ . . . . 
» Pilots, 64 @ 64 ,, 0.30 @ 0.60 
+» Presidents, 54 @ 64 ,, 0.3915 under 85 in. to 0.60 @ 0.70 
» Union, 0.4019 exceeding 55 in.| 0.35 @ 0.60 
* Italian Cloth, 82 in.... soe ase ase . in width ¥ 10 yas. 0.25 @ 0.40 
Mousselines de Laine fRieied stripes), 24 yda. 0.09659 10 yds. 0.164 @ 0.19% 
» ry) nee te ane 0. oo» 0.25 @ 0.40 — 
SUGAR. 
White, Jimpah, No.1 
i 2 
»  Kokfah, 3, 8 8,000 piculs stock. 
» Kungfon, ,, 4 
»  Gmihpah, ,, 5 one . O00 glsails'cli stock: 
20, iio 

Brown, Formosa, bags, settee 20,000" serra 

»° Amoy.. .. see nee we ase 
METALS &, 
Iron, Flatand Round ws $2.50 @ $2.85 
» Assorted Nail-rods, (assorted) 2.30 @ 3.15 
1.40 @ 1.60 
5.80 @ 6.00 
8.80 g 4.55 
4.80 4.90 
2.20 @ 2.25 Nominal Stock 116,000 cases. 
. oe 10.00 @ 15,00 
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STAPLE BHXPORTS. 


SILK.—Our last report was dated 8th inst. Outwardly the dispute between the guild and foreign silk buyers has been compromised, but on 
terms which are generally looked upon as undignified for the present and likely to give rise to serious complications in the future. 

Business cannot be said to have been generally resumed, prices demanded by sellers being higher purchasers are willing to pay; such an 
event frequently occurs; but as far as can be ascertained transactions are likely to be hindered for some time to come by disputes between producers, 
middlemen, and the guild, as to who shall bear the loases incurred by the guild. 

Reliable quotations cannot be given, sellers demand for strict Ne. 24 Hanke (Mayebashi) $600 to 610. Sinshiu Hanks 24 $620 to 680, and for best 
No. 2 Filatures $71v to 720. It is presumable that a few parcels have been placed on easier terms, but to do a general business above terms would have 
to be submitted to, without any apparent signs of holders giving way. 

Stock int heavy, being estimated at 9,700 shipping bales, consisting of 4,200 bales Hanks, 3,400 bales Filatures, 1,800 bales Kakedas, and 800 bales. 
Oshius and other sorts. 


Toran KxProgt Feo lst Juny to Dares. 1880-81. 1881-83 
London ... 1,836 Bales. 1,711 Bales. 
France and Italy 2,300 4, 2,907» 
United States... ns tae nee tee tee wee -_ fe «8,600, 2,067 

6,636 Bales. 6,685 Bales. 


TEA—A steady business has been carried on since the date of our last on the 8th. instant, and pricea for Good Common to Good 
Medium classes for the moment show an advance of $1.50 to $2 per pical and these grades are in small supply. Settlements during the interval amount 
to 7,400 piculs, consisting mostly of very common trash ; few lots of fine teas have been placed at former rates and holders of these seem pretty firm. 

Stocks immediately to hand in Yokohama are small, and native dealers report that producers up country are withholding supplies with a view 
to establish a higher ecale of prices. 


DESORIPTION. PRICES PER PICUL. REMARKS. 
SILK :—- 
Mayebashi; 14 @ 2 Hanks ... ey ove ove ory) oy aes os os 
» 38 Beier Sie a gee ie ne SF! ao Wa 

Rabe Gos Oke eo ae ae “TL TLE [Pam quotations nominal. (See above report, 
Filatures; Best on oes ase eee oe . sue oN cee aes | 

2: Good ose eee woe o00, ase eo . 
Sendai and Osbiu Re eR ca One ses eee oe ie as Bad J 
TEA :— : 
Common... .. nee teen nett tn } $ 9.00 and under. 
Good Common ove ove one we ane ont $10.00 to $14.00 
Medium ... ae ase on aoe aoe ave on one $16.00 to $19.00 
Good Medium ... of ee eed wa aes ay on $21.00 to $24.00 Prices show an advance of $1 to $2 on last quotations. 
Fine eee aes woe aoe ane oe ave oe one $25.00 to $29.00 
Finest ... one ae of ae soe ase eee oe 1.00 to $85.00 
Choice 1, see nee nae wettest te .00 and upwards. 


EXCHANGE. 


The siik difficulty having been settled at last business has been resumed to a certain extent. Holders of silk asking prices totally disproportionate 
to home quotations, transactions have been very trifling. Exchange has undergone but little change. Silver closes at te or yy ‘above last quotation. 
On Loxpor.—Bank .4 months’ sight... On HoneKone.—Bank........3 i 


Private 


: ” ” 
ee Credits » SAN FRaNcIsco.—Bank ... 
> oo do. ” ” Private 

» Paris.—Bank. » New York.—Bank 

» » Credi ” ” Private 

» SHANGHAL—Bank .. 

es 985 Private 


Paper currency, 172 per $100. 


Printed and Published by the Proprietors, W. H. Taunor and J. BR. Anauin, at the “Japan Gaxerre” Ofce, No. 70, Main-street, Yokohama. 
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about one, particularly when conscience sug- 
gests that there is good reason for their pre- 
sence. 

CoonTERFEIT paper money continues to be 
daily detected and the forgery has assamed 
anew form. By some ingenious process 
notes are frequently split in two whereby the 
sharpers are enabled to pass them twice over. 
A native contemporary says the government 
are keeping their eyes open and that they are 
by no means inclined to credit their own 
subjects with such consammate skill, In 
their opinion none bat a cunning foreigner 
could possibly display sach questionable 
talent. 

A FAREWELL dinner was given by the 
foreign consuls at this port to Mr. Nomura 
Yasushi, late prefect of Kanagawa and pre- 
sent postmaster general, on the evening of 
the 27th. ok. which proved a most successful 
and agreeable entertainment. The chair was 
occupied by Gen. Van Buren, U. 8. cunsul 
general. A full report of the proceedings 
will be found in another column. 


Is imitation is the sincerest flattery tho 
Japanese ought to feel themselves highly 
honoured. Tho Korean government havin, 
long heard of the fame of their naval ied 
military systeme, and having sent men to 
“see whether the things which they had 
seen and heard were so or not,” have at 
length resolved to adopt them. The Korean 
ambassador is endeavouring to engage the 
services of several officers as instructors. 


Tue Kaitakushi affair does not seem to 
have been definitely settled after all. Con- 
flicting romoars continue to be published, 
the latest of which is that General Kuroda 
has proposed to continue it as at present 
organized, but on a decreased expenditare of 
600,000 yen. The cabinet is reported to be 
discussing the matter and many sangi are 


An important item of news has transpired. 
There is the strongest reason for helieving 
that the published text of the Tseng treaty of 
an | St. Petersburg is far from being a complete 
ducument. By supplementary clauses, the 
purport of which has been commnnicated to 
London, and perhaps other capitals as well, 
an offensive and defensive alliance, in certain 
specified cases, has been entered into between 
China’and Russia, a fact of the utmost im- 
portance to Japan and one which must exer- 
cise a strong influence on the conduct of the 
future foreign relations of this country. Our 
information leads us to believe that, in addi- 
tion to a mere nominal money indemnity, 
Russia has obtained great powers over China 
to be used at some convenient season; Rua- 
sian aggression, foiled in India, is being 
turned in the direction of the extreme east. 
The tendency of nations with interests in 
common to unite for their protection is 
exemplified in the European concert, the 
understanding between the three emperors 
and the jealousy with which the European 
eastern question is gnarded. How comes it 
then, that the two principal nations of the 
east should be divided instead of united ? 
Have China and Japan no interests in com- 
mon? Regarded in the most favourable 
light, a Russo-Chinese alliance can only be 
considered as something most suspiciously 
like a menace to this empire. 


AxrHovaH Shintoiem is the ancient religion 
of Japan and the creed of a large section of 
ita popalation, neither that por any other has 
ever attained the dignity of being what, in 
western phrase, is called a ‘state charch,” 
“as by law established.” A native contem- 
porary publishes a rnmonr to tho effect tliat 
@ numeronusly signed memorial has been ad- 
dressed to His Imperial Majesty the Mikado 
praying that he will proclaim Shintoism as 
the established national religion and declare 
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Summa ry. Buddhism and Christianity to be foreign | S#id to be in favour of the proposal. 
creeds. No reply has as yet been vouchanfed,| THE native papers bave not fared well 
bat it is generally believed that the principle| during the past fortnight. Several of them 


have been heavily fined and the editor of the 
Toboku Mai Nicht Shinbun has beon sentenced 
to twelve months’ imprisonment. How, or 
in what way they have offended we are un- 
able to say ; probably they have been express- 


UR last issue was dated Nov. 24th. for 
transmission by the O. & (0. 8.S. Occanto. 
The following mails have since been received. 


of toleration to all without especial favour 
to any will continue to be maintained. 
Many Buddhist divines are, however, as- 
suming the réle of ‘‘ defenders of the faith,” 
as far as preaching and lecturing are 


9 80,8, Beste! é say 3 pro 

MEP KimgeMor, SOc $1 «Deo. 6 | Concerned. ing their opinions rather ny age have 
s trifle too communicative in t! 

And the following have been despatched :— = = SPY ey = Sheseibe ober ee dicsliorcy vaplessnt abet e in the way 

, £,0,8,, Oeornie, Ban Trenelen, = mented on the number recently employed by Sy erage ihe * ae sapoh ned 

4 ‘8. Sunda, se at nased, 6 18 

P.40. London, the government for some mysterious purpose said to have been eo secretly planned that 


concerning which much curiosity has long 
prevailed. It is now announced that the 
“ powers that be” do not place the most im- 
plicit confidence in the integrity of fu and ken 
officials and Ee determined to watch their bo the original proposer 

ii o 8rd. inst. which are said to have| proceedings. The latter are therefore pro- . 
Lonerpegat success. In another oolumn|bably about as uncomfortable as the Czar of| THs weather has been very cold daring the 
will be found detailed report of the events | Russia is popularly supposed to be. It is not | last few days and snow is reported to have 
at the first named place. pleasant to know that spies are hovering | fallen in several parts of the oeuntry. 


- 


——— 
‘Hr Imperial Majesty the Mikndo is a keen 
iy and ae se active interest in the 

tarf. Under his immediate patronage, races 
came off at Toyama on the 27th. Nov. and at 


even a great many officials of the bank burean 
never knew it was in contemplation antil they 
read of it in the uewspapers. Mr. Kato, 
snperintendent of the bank bureau, is said to 
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Heading Articles. 


APPROAOHING REVISION OF THE 
TREATIES. 
a he April 1879 H. B. M. minister addressed 
the British consuls in Japan on the 
subject of certain propositions for treaty 
revision, and expressed a wish to learn the 
views and opinions of British merchants on 
the points mentioned in his circular letter. 
Soveral commercial bodies and individual 
merchants tendered their opinions in response 
to the invitation ; and there, so far ag the 
foreign community is concerned, the matter 
rested. In July 1880 a contemporary pub- 
lished an English trarslation of a draft treaty 
of friendship and commerce between Japan 
and foreign countries, presented by the 
government of the former to the representa- 
tives of the latter. So much indignation 
was expressed at this alleged premature dis- 
closure of a diplomatic note, that all who de- 
sire to preserve the outward show of courtesy 
towards the government of Japan have for- 
mally ignored, and do still formally ignore, the 
public existence of the document in question ; 
nor has any official communication yet been 
made to foreign morchants here of the nature 
of ita provisions. Some surprise is conse- 
quently expressed that chambers of commerce 
and mercantile committees in Great Britain 
should have been furnished with the 
“correspondence printed for the uee of the 
“ foreign office respecting the revision of the 
“treaties with Japan, and the draft of the 
“ treaty and customs tariff proposed by the 
“ Japanese government,” while residents here 
primarily interested in the matter at issue 
are left to gather information from, and form 
opinions upon, not the treaty propositions 
themselves but the reports of others far 
less conversant with the general subject 
than they are. This is not as it should 
be, for much could be said here of | vast 
importance to Japan and doubly valuable 
to the government desirous of ascertaining, 
as nearly as possible, the aspirations and 
wishes of those who have been actively 
engaged in commerce from the opening of 
the ports, and are most competent to tender 
the practical suggestions and advice which 
even the most experienced statesman cannot 
afford to despise. 

Before referring to the reports made in 
England on the draft treaty and tariff, we 
will take the liberty to deal with the general 
question from a new stand-point. Through- 
out the last fow years the revision of the 
treaties has been used as a vehicle for bring- 
ing forward the wrongs and sofferings of the 
Japanese government and people. The 
former, deprived of their sovereign rights, 
are but little better off than the latter deprived 
of their commercial rights; and the de- 
clared cause of all is the perversity of foreign 
powers and the exactions and arbitrariness 
of foreign merchants: but in the whole of 
the poriod we have never seen or heard any 
newspaper or commercial association outside 
the settlements themselves give the slightest 
consideration to the grievances under which 
foreign residents labour in their weary and 
daily more hopeless efforts to improve their 
business relations with the Japanese people. 
If we endeavonr to recapitulate some of the 
more important here we do so solely in the 
hope that when the demands of Japan are 
put forward the Japanese, not foreign, ur‘nis- 
ters will, of their own motion, take action to 


ameliorate the onerous and unfair conditions 
under which foreigners enjoy the hospitality 
of this nation. 


About three thousand respectable foreign- 
ers, the majority of superior education and 
position, are permitted to reside within the 
limite of the treaty ports, and in the capital 
and interior when engaged on government 
service. Beyond those narrow limita they 
cannot go for any purpose of trade; nor can 
they reside in private houses beyond the 
settlements for purposes of pleasure without 
being subjected to an intolerable police sur- 
veillance. In those ports only are consuls 
permitted to reside; and there only can be 
administered those foreign laws which, found- 
ed on centuries of experience, and admittedly 
indispensable for the protection of men not 
wholly slaves, are so hatefal and offensive 
to the Japanese that even the Nichi Nichi 
Shinbun has demanded the submission of 
foreigners to Japanese laws while declaring, 
in the same breath, that those laws are in- 
tolerable to its own people. Within the 
limits of three settlements, Yokohama, Kobe, 
and Nagasaki, three hundred and sixty for- 
eign firms, competing with each other as is the 
custom in healthy commercial centres, con- 
duct an annual trade value $60,000,000. The 
framers of the present treaties had but an im- 
perfect knowledge of the requirements of com- 
merce ; but recognizing the importance of free 
intercourse stipulations were inserted guar- 
anteeing to Japanese people of all ranks the 
right of ingress and egress to and from these 
settlements for the purposes of trade. Had 
this stipulation been observed, even in a 
modified degree, a larger, healthier, more 
profitable trade, and in every respect a better 
understanding would have arisen: that 
stipulation has, however, been steadily ignor- 
ed; not by the government, who we believe 
are animated by no desire to evade any treaty 
responsibilities, but by cliques and combina- 
tions of merchants more powerful or more 
influential than the general body of native 
traders. These combinations or guilds, op- 
posed in every sense to the true principles 
of political economy and to the spirit of 
Japanese commercial reform, have assumed 
and continue to exercise an authority which 
is successfully imposed on the ignorance and 
weakness of the people. At the present day 
if a consumer wishes to purchase usefal 
imported goods, raw material in fact, he can- 
not enter the settlements and deal directly 
with foreigners as is provided by the treaty ; 
he must employ one of the combination 
brokers. These last are not above a dozen 
in number; they band together and fix 
the prices for foreigners’ goods, compel- 
ling the latter to sell at their assessment, there 
being no open competition among the con- 
samers who could, if permitted to deal 
direotly, purchase their goods at a less mean 
price than they pay under the present system 
where the broker alone benefits. In the sale 
of silk, tea, and other valuable exports, the 
position is reversed. On all sides foreigners 
are competing to sell, Japanese combining to 
bay imports: Japanese codperate in the sale, 
foreigners compete in the purchase, of ex- 
ports. This was the position contemplated as 
a possibility of -confining trade to the 
limits of one or more ports; and it 
was sought to be obviated by the inser- 
tion of those clauses to which we have 
alluded, aud which are persistently violated. 
These are facts the Mixapo's ministers should 
investigate; for before a new treaty can be 
negotiated these complaints must go before 
the foreign representatives to return to the 
government in the form of grave and earnest 


temonstrance. How is it possible, will be 
the question, that we can enter into another 
treaty which fails to deal with this dangerous 
abuse of the existing pact; and which is to 
contain no stipulation for the fature freedom 
of tradal intercourse P Is it not in the power 
of the government to control the action of 
the persons who violate the essential spirit 
of the existing compact P Have the govern- 
ment tried to do soP What can be the 
answers to these questionsP Until the 
government issne a notification throughout 
the length and breadth of the land to the 
effect that, all by-laws or rules of native 
commercial associations, limiting the number 
of persons who may have direct commercial 
intercourse with foreigners, are illegal and 
void, there can be no answer; the govern- 
ment by their inaction now sanction the 
illegality. A notification to that effect 
is a right foreigners are entitled to 
ask from the government of Japan; for 
it is obvious that so long as s mere 
handful of Japanese brokers can draw a 
cordon round the settlements, and limit 
the number and select the class of 
natives who may deal with foreigners, 
the letter and spirit of the treaties, which 
are essentially treaties of commerce, are 
violated. The government may declare that 
this state of things arises from independent 
commercial action, which they can neither 
control nor change. [n such cage the treaty 
should be renewed with the monopolista, not 
with the government, the latter being 
confessedly powerless to carry out its most 
essential provisions. In the propositions 
which have been presented to the home 
chambers of commerce there is little allu- 
sion to this systematic violation of the pre- 
sent treaties; and while foreigners are still 
to be rigorously confined to the limita of 
the treaty ports there are no provi- 
sions which shall enable them to successfully 
resist these powerful combinations, and 
enter into a sound and healthy trade with 
producers and consumers without the 
compulsory intervention of middlemen, 
combinations, and monopolies. Actually, 
the situation of foreigners is to be made 
more humiliating under the new treaty than 
ander the old. The Japanese government 
claim the right to establish diplomatic or 
consnlar agents at any porta or towns in for- 
eign countries, while foreign diplomatic and 
consular agents may only reside at the half 
dozen petty ports opened to trade in Japan : 
certain municipal jurisdiction over foreigners 
is to be conceded to Japan: the porta of the 
world are to be open to Japan while her 
own remain closed: the coast trade, even 
between the treaty ports, ia to be solely Ja- 
panese: import duties are to be levied on 
the “fair trade” system, and on a proposed 
scale which willcertainly re-act upon the com- 
mon raw material which is the chief import 
into Japan: harbour and other dues are 
to be levied without any stated limit, at 
the option of Japan: the stipulation intended 
to secure freedom of commercial intercourse 
with the people as some compensation for the 
confinement of foreigners to the treaty ports, 
and without which trade must be ® mere 
farce directed by the caprice or means of the 
monopoliste, is to be omitted in fature: 
every paragraph of these propositions is an 
advantage to be gained by Japan, while for- 
eign nations are to receive, as concessions 
on the part of Japan, the abolition of ex- 
port dues and the opening of one or two 
new ports to foreign commerce and residence ! 
These two so-called concessions are valueless. 
The abolition of export dues is a matter of pro- 
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found indifference to foreigners who buy here | only were to absorb the specie wherewith to 
on the basis of value at the intended ports|‘‘ rig” the exchange market at their sovereign 


of destination. The opening of new ports 
Means merely a division and increase of the 
expense of foreign residence, enhanced com- 
petition among foreign merchants, and a 
closer monopoly among the Japanese. In a 
recent communication to the government 
H. B. M. chargé d'affaires referred to the 
benefits which would accrue from the open- 
ing of the silk districts in the vicinity of 
Tokio to foreign merchants. Such a con- 
cession, under fair and proper conditions, 
would be of incalculable value to Japan: 
combinations would be broken up; a large 
trade would follow, and the country would 
materially benefit. A concession of this sort 
cannot, however, be hoped for unless partial 
or complete submission is made to Japanese 
jurisdiction. If such submission is to be 
made extra-territorial rights will have to be 
given up almost entirely; and the whole 
country must be opened to foreign trade 
and residence. Of such an event what will 
be the result? Thinking Japanese should 
pat aside their prejudices to find a suitable 
answer. What has ever been the result of 
the influx to country of a race mentally 
and perively superior to the aborigines P— 
lec. 


THE OENTRAL BANK. 


sf fieee= establishment of the Rengo Kiito 
Niadzukarisho was generally believed 
to be part of an attempt to supply the trea- 
sury with the epecie absolutely necessary to 
prevent national discredit. The government 
require annually at least six to seven 
millions of silver for use abroad; and the 
incoming does not exceed two and one half 
millions derived from customs duties. That 
portion of the balance of the current cash 
acconnt, erroneously styled “reserve fund,” 
consisting of specie is reduced to a mero 
nominal sum; and the finance department 
cannot acquire more specie on the market by 
purchase, for, apart from the ruinons depre- 
ciation which would follow the appearance 
of the treasury as a seller of government 
Paper, there are no purchasers at any rate of 
exchange for any sum beyond the amounts 
which daily change hands for the mutual 
convenience of traders. 

This situation has been contemplated for 
some years past, and the approach of a crisis 
would be hailed with satisfaction as a means of 
relief, and for the prospect it would hold ont 
of the adoption of a sounder financial policy. 
Yet another attempt is to be made to carry 
out in a different manner the primary object 
of the silk combination, which clearly was to 
acquire the producers’ property for paper 
currency, and to convert that property into 
Specie for the use either of the few mono- 
polists or of the treasury. This is a 
fair inference from the published rules of 
the association, which provided for advances 
in paper against silk sent in for sale; the 
realisation of the specio proceeds of sales 
into paper; and the payment of the 
balance to the prodacer also in paper, 
the specie itself going to the government 
Coffera for export or into the pockets 
of the disinterested owners of the Kengo. 
This attempt, however, temporarily failed ; 
and the project which was to provide some 
indispensable specie also came to a sudden 
end. The government, the public have been 
assured, bad no connection whatever with 
the Rengo, It was a purely private and 
independent yadertaking ; and the promoters 


(evading the complication involved in a loss) 
say, $70,000 at 175=122,500 yen. The trea- 
sury here at once marks off a payment of 
122,500 yen of foreign liability, and hands 
that eum to C, who accounts to A 
for 12,000 yen surplas proceeds. Irrespec- 
tive of the price the silk may realise abroad 
the government will receive all the 
specie, which will be paid directly into 
their own bank; and the consequence will he 
that little if any will return to this country, 
and certainly none of it will re-enter circula- 
tion. The influence of this direct government 
trading upon commerce generally will be 
visible in a few months. Silk and tea are the 
chief products employed by Japanese to bar- 
ter away for those imports which are indis- 
pensable; they have always maintained a cer- 
tain saleable value. Under the new conditions, 
producers who draw through the Central 
Bank, instead of selling here or shipping 
direct through private hauds with advances 
in specie, will find themselves deprived of 
articles which are really money and provided 
with a sham substitute which is not money: 
the import trade will suffer accordingly: for 
every thousand dollars received by the 
Central Bank under these conditions, a 
diminution to the same extent will take place 
in importation, until the ambitious aspirations 
of certain deluded political economists are 
realised in a favourable “ balance of trade "— 
all exports and no imports. 

We shall revert to this subject from time 
to time. Every thinking man must be 
strack with this new element of danger to 
the future of Japanese trade, and we mis- 
take the government if, when the current of 
public opinion becomes known, they do not 
discard ® projected undertaking which no 
honest man can recommend. Experience 
will make even fools wise; and we are 
entirely mistaken in our estimate of Japanese 
acuteness if native merchants can be deceived 
by this seemingly specious and empirical 
scheme, which is one of a number of others 
which seem to be preferred to sound and 
healthy reform without regard to the inevi- 
table disastrous consequences.—Dee. 3. 
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PROTEOTION FROM FIRE. 


will and pleasure. How many Japanese or 
foreigners accepted this denial in the sense in 
in which it was meant was a problem un- 
answerable, and would have remained so had 
not ® new and more palpable attempt 
been made to attain the very object the 
Rengo failed to achieve. 

Whoever the financial advisers of the 
government may be, they must bé singularly 
blind to and indifferent of public opinion ; or, 
perhaps, they consider their really shallow 
artifices too deep to be seen through by the 
people upon whom they are imposed. If this 
were not the case the establishment of 
the new Central Bank (the very title is 
suspicious) would not have been made public 
as has been done in the Mat Nichi Shinbun, 
with those particulars of its constitution 
which challenge instant attention. This bank 
or financial association is to enjoy a capital 
of 20,000,000 yen, 15,000,000 of which is to 
be advanced directly by the treasury; while 
the remaining 5,000,000 will consist of the 
refund of advances made by the government 
to the Specie and Second National banks. 

The whole of the capital will therefore be 
government money; and the state is to 
become a banker. The capital being wholly 
in paper the object of the undertaking is 
not clear, for, although there are to be 
six branches (not agencies) in Yohohama, 
Kobe, London, Paris, New York, and San 
Francisco, it can scarcely be expected that 
remittances of paper money to any of 
these branches will answer the purposes of 
the government or the business of banking. 
There is, so the promoters of this affair 
declare, a neccessity for a Japanese bank to 
assist Japanese merchants to recover their 
commercial rights; and to assist direct ex- 
portation in order that the native should earn 
for himself those rich profits which now all fall 
into the hands of foreigners. ‘ Direct trade,” 
a term unknown in any other country, is 
perfectly legitimate; and so long as it is 
fairly conducted no complaint will be made: 
on the contrary, no one would have demurred 
if the silly ‘‘threat” held ont in the Japan 
Mail of shipping silk to Europe during the 
existence of the monopoly had been carried 
into effect, in which case the producers would 
bave had the losses and experience, foreign 
countries the silk, and the government the 
specie proceeds. Direct trade, in essentially 
Japanese hands here and abroad, can only be 
carried on by means of Japanese banks, 
for foreign banks “like not the security ;” 
or they lend themselves to the plot to deprive 
Japanese of this “banking right.” To 
supply this want, the Central Bank has been 
formed. When the price offered by foreign 
shippers for any description of produce 
is below the market holders may ship 
on their own account, and receive ad- 
vances (in paper) from che Central Bank on 
an invoice which takes the market price as a 
basis. The procceds of sales will, of course, 
be applied to the draft against the shipment, 
and the balance will be accounted for here 
by or to the bank in Tokio. For the satis- 
faction of those who may be puzzled to 
understand how the appropriation of the 
proceeds by the government could be carried 
on without diminishing the capital here in 
proportion, the following hypothetical case 
will serve as an illustration, B, a foreign 
merchant, offers A, a Japanese broker, $6U0 
per bale for 100 bales of silk: A asks $050, 
which is refused, A then ships direct, draw- 
ing upon C, the bank, for $65,000 at 170= 
yen 10,500, The silk ia sold in Loudon fur 


N two articles embodying the views of 
Mr. Hgor with regard to the best form 

of appliance for rendering the most efficient 
aid in event of fire in the foreign settlement 
of Yokohama, sufficient has been said in 
support of the principle that is pithily em. 
bodied in the old proverb, ‘a stitch in time 
saves nine.” Two or three correspondents, 
addressing contemporary journals, have np. 
ntly failed to comprehend the object 
for which Mr. Heor is contending; and 
they have not hesitated to impute to 
Mr. Hzcr and this journal interested per- 
sonal motives unworthy of the writers 
and onfitted for introduction into a matter 
of such great importance to our gene- 
ral well being. In all questions of this sort 
animated discussion is desirable; so long 
as it is conducted in a manly, outspoken way 
it will always be heartily welcome; and if 
“Fireman” and others are actuated by those 
disinterested motives they refuse to credit 
us with they will not hesitate to give dispan. 
sionate consideration to the schemes of a 
man whore years of practical experionoy nud 
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later theoretical study entitle his opinions to 
be received with respect if not with gratitude. 

Those who have resided in Yokohama for 
the past ten years can bear testimony to the 
general inefficiency of our appliances to check 
the spread of fire. The fire brigade is 
efficient as regards its formation, system, 
and personnel ; in every respect hut one—the 
readiness with which it can procare water. 
Its members perform mach baid work, and 
display an indifference to personal danger 
worthy of a far better canse; and they 
receive little if any pnblic thanks. Thesettle- 
ment is provided with about one-tenth of the 
fire wells its extent demands. There is no 
municipal government or police control of 
any kind. The conditions, taken collectively, 
are as favourable as they can well be to the 
spread of fire if that much dreaded enemy gets 
astart of one little quarter of an hour. Past 
experience shows us that in every such case fira 
has had its own way, and has satiated its lust 
for destruction, burning itself ont for want 
of more material to devour, rarely, if ever, 
giving way before the efforts of our brigades. 
Nor is the canse far to seek. The constraction 
of the buildings in which we are compelled by 
natural laws to reside, renders them in the 
highest degree inflammable ; and unless a fire 
is instantly encountered nothing can prevent 
tho total destraction of the building in which 
it originates, while generally surrounding 
premises are involved in the calamity. Too 
often the cause of this has been want 
of water; equally often the cause has been 
the unavoidable lapse of time between the 
discovery of the fire and the first stream of 
water. On many occasions a garden pump 
used within the first fifteen minutes could 
have saved a loss of a quarter of « million 
doHars, and helped to lessen thé excessive 
rates levied upon the community as a 
body by the guardians of our property, the 
fire insurance companies, who evidently 
regard this settlement as the most 
dangeroue in which they do business, while 
its foreign population quietly submits to, 
and is content to pay an extra tax of 
one or two hurdred thousand dollars 
annually, for the stigma. Fally alive to 
the conservative tendencies of the place, 
we approach the question of reform of 
any of our obsolete or useless customs 
with that real diffidence which long ex- 
perience of the apathy of the community 
teaches; nevertheless, having carefully con- 
sidered Mr. Heat's arguments, we have 
little hesitation in advoeating the adoption, 
partially if not wholly, of the scheme he 
recommends. 

If a wap of the settlement he referred to 
the diffoulty of procuring az efficient supply 
of water appears insuperable should a fire 
occur at any distance beyond a hundred 
yards from the bund or creek; yet it is this 
very difficulty Mr. Hzar disposes of. His 
plan, saccinetly stated, is this. He will 
station, in eligible situations throughout the 
town, and on both sides of the creek, about 
twenty-four to thirty hand engines; con- 
structing, in suitable places on the water 
side, wooden platforms sloping down to the 
bottom where an engine, or two or more nr 
required, may be used as feed pumps to furnish 
& copious supply of water at any stage of the 
tide, and to any distance limited only by the 
length of hose available. A drilled body of 
Jupanese firemen will be retained; while a 
largo force of irregulars will also be instruct- 
ed in those duties for which they havea 
netural aptitude, Here we will use Mr. 
Heat's words i—" Assuming a fire to break 
prs at No. 6@ (where, in Decomber last, 


much precious time was lost before any 
water was available), or in any similar 
situation, Iam prepared to give a material 
guarantee that in less than ten minutes 
after the alarm has been sounded, proper 
signals to be arranged for direction or loca- 
tion of fire, I will have two continuous 
streams of water, earch one centimetre in 
diameter and capable of reaching seventy 
feet elevations, in stendy play. A few extra 
minutes must elapse before engines at more 
distant stations can be brought up; but 
in less than twenty minutes I will under. 
take to have six and, if the fire is of 
a threatening character, twelve uninter- 
rapted streams of water bearing either 
upon the burning building or protecting 
the surrounding property. For six streams 
I should require twelve hand engines such as 
those nsed on the 18th. instant: three 
would be placed in the creek, three at the 
water side to propel the water along the 
levels, and six at the scene of the fire. Each 
supply engine will provide water for two 
hose; and I am quite indifferent to dis- 
tance in all other respects than in regard 
to the extra time required to lay the 
hose; much of which I propose to save by 
establishing several stations from which 
water may be obtainable, all to be num- 
bered and apportioned to the various 
sections of the town. The great similarity 
of my engines to the common Japanese fire 
engine renders their working a matter of 
comparative ease to the most ignorant native: 
but as twelve engines would not require 
more than eighty-four men I anticipate no 
lack of skilled labour, while of volunteers 
there will be abundance. With speedy help 
of this kind always available, no fire should 
have any chance of spreading ; while in the 
majority of cases it should be suppressed 
in its inception. In ordinary cases, there- 
fore, the danger would be at an end before 
the steam fire engine had its machinery in 
moving order: in other cases can it be 
doubted that two streams of water within 
ten minutes, and six within twenty minutes, 
would not be of the greatest value in the 
extinction of fire taken at its first outbreak, 
and in the protection and isolation of 
surrounding buildings? while the burning 
mass itself, if beyond the control of the 
smaller hose, might be left to the more 
powerful jet of water the steam engine 
could throw upon it. To undertake a service 
of this sort efficiently I must have support. 
I cannot supply engines, hose, and firemen 
at my private expense. The first cost is not 
large; the subsequent outlay for repair 
will be trifling; wages, as no engineer is 
required, will be limited to a few regular 
watchmen and native captains of divisions; 
the rest will depend upon the number of 
fires; with a moderate annual subscription, 
and whether free from fires or not, a few 
years should provide an amount capa- 
ble of being funded to form a continuons 
reserve for the maintenance of a competent 
superintendent aud an efficient brigade of 
firemen. If foreigners would confide more 
of the actual duties of firemen to their 
Japancro confi éres, aud devote more of their 
attention to drawing a cordon round the 
barning building to ensure freedom from in- 
terraption and a clear passage for the engines 
and workers, they would render efficient service 
of a traly valuable character $ and there would 
be wach less confusion arising from divided 
command than at present. I desire that my 
motives may not be misconstrued, Having 
been an unwilling witness of the awfnl auf- 
foring inflicted upon the poor of this country 


by disastrous and impoverishing conflagra- 
tions, my attention hag been seriously turaed 
to the study of the best means of checking 
these destractive fires; and if the appliances [ 
now recommend answer our expectations the 
Japanese government, who are never back- 
ward in adopting measures beneficial to the 
people, may see fit to extend the system to 
all large cities and towns. 

“ It is no part of my purpose to decry steam 
fire engines. That they have done, and will 
agnin do good service cannot be denied; bat 
T submit that in this place, where the highest 
building does not exceed fifty feet; where 
the progress of a fire is so rapid that the 
time required to get up ateam is a fatal objeo- 
tion to the engine which absolutely depends. 
apon itsuse; where we have bad usps 
experiences of the difficulty, the impossibility 
of getting even a partial supply of water; 
where the style of building is sueb that if 
the fire can be’ isolated it will bura itself oat 
withia an hour: in this plaee, and under 
such conditions, we require a means of 
promptly meeting a fire wherever it may 
occur, and this independently of distance 
from water or the state of the tide. A 
steam fire engine costs a large sum of movey, 
nearly equal to the cost of twenty of the 
hand engines; it requires an engineer ata 
salary equivalent to the annual wages of 
fifty native firemen, and when an emer- 
gency arises either water cannot be had, or 
the mischief has been done before its power 
is available. 

“T have invited the community to express 
their opinion on the relative merits of the 
two systems. Ifa committee is nominated E 
will challenge the fire brigade to a contest at 
any time, day or night, at any place, at any 
state of the tide, and shall be content to 
abide by the decision of the committee as to 
whether a sufficiently equipped and peri 
organized brigade of baud engines pli as 
suggest, is not a more efficient and invariably 
trustworthy protection against fire than the 
system which now existe under the name of 
the Yokohama Fire Brigade.” 

Mr. Hzcr speaks with modesty and good 
sense. His’ plan is eminently ove bear- 
ing its own recommendation. At the close 
of the year subscriptions to the present fire 
brigade will become due, and before that time 
arrives we ask the community to give full 
consideration to the present and proposed 
systems, or a combination of both, and ren- 
der an impartial decision in the premises, 

This is a question of so much importance 
that we venture to express a hope that hike 
other undertakings intended for the pablic 
good it will not be received with contemp- 
taous silence and indifference. The present 
unprotected state of oar settlement with re- 
gard to fire is a disgrace to us all.—Nov. 26. 


Srverat native papers have commented on 
the number of spies employed by the govern- 
ment for some mysterious purpose, concerning 
which curiosity has long been on the tenter- 
books. It is now announced that the “ powers 
that be” do not place the most implicit con- 
fidence in the integrity of fu and ken officials 
and have accordingly adopted the nbove means 
of watching their proceedings. The latter are 
therefore probably about as uncomfortable as 
the Czar of Russia is popularly supposed to 
be. It is not pleasant to know that spies 
ure hovering about one, particularly when, as 
may be the case with some of them :— 

Remorse stings deeper, and relentless conscience 

Pours more of gall inte the bitter coup 

Of theit_seyere repentance, 
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Hegorts. 


TOYAMA RACES. 


(From a Correspondent.) 

Postponements are generally not succesaful 
in racing but the Toyama meeting on Sunday | 
(27th. Nov.) proved an exception to the rale. 
The weather was beautiful and the company 
brilliant while the racing was quite up to the 
average and the Yokohama bivism who mus- 
tered strong must have been satisfied with the 
day’s outing. 

The Mikado arrived about 1 p.m. in his 
usual style with a guard of lancers. The 
princes who arrived a little earlier waited on 
the lawn for His Majesty and ascended to the 
balcony after him. The jockeys for the first 
race (a scratch) being all ‘iu readiness pro- 
ceedings at once commenced, and after a good 
scramble a little black pony called Yokosku 
turned ap the winner. The programme as 
below followed and, good time being kept, 
enabled Yokohama visitors to catch the 5.J5 
train. The band of the marines enlivencd 
affairs by playing at intervals between the 
races. 


After the third race a little excitement was 
caused by the two judges coming to words 
and blows and having a ‘little mill” to 
themselves in the box. ; 

The jockey’ who piloted the winner in the 
last race showed the best form we have yet 
seen in a native, riding with good judgment 
and in splendid form. 


lst Race.—For Japanese Pontes. 
Hida’ cs. Tisekwceek ade wets evel 
Matsuo ... Wee seo stone wa a 
5 ran 


2xp Race.—For Japangse Pontes. 


Kamakura... 0... ee tee ee 1 
Katerfelto .2 
3 ran 
8rd Race.—Haty-srep Horsgs. 14 Miles. 
Ha-ku-un ... 0... 1 
Bon leéné see 2 
Kosakura ... ... 8 


A very good race, but the litle cream being 
in best condition stayed the longest aud won 
by three lengths. 


47a Race.—For Japanese Pontes. 


Kamakura ... 0.0 we ee ee 
Tkadsushi 2 
Yamabuki ... 3 


Three ran a hard race from the last half to 
the turn which Ikudzusht cume round ull right, 
bat soon aftercame to a stand and thus 
allowed Kamakura to win by a length. 


StH Race.—For Japanese Ponies ridden 
by members who had never won a race. 


Katerfelto 1 
Miyaoka 2 
Hiden ... 3 


This race wnn great amusment and hy 
want of judgment in the jockeys of Miyaoka 
and Hiden let the worst horse, Katerfelto, win. 
These jockeys started to race as soon as the 
flag fell and at the turn and shot then bolt 
when the winner who, at one time was thirty 
yards behiud, came up fresh and passed them 
winning by three lengths. 


6TH Raocg:—rok HALF BRED HORSES. Once 


round, about three quarter of a mile. 

Kosakura ...  . oe vee vee 

Bon Réné ScstaMece Augen Te 

The black looked in best condition bat 

Bon Rens was favourite. They lay side by 
side nearly all the way, Bon Rene got his 
head in front bat could not retain this 
advantage Kosakura winning by half a length. 
Bon Rene’s jockey lost his temper and savage- 
ly struck him over the head. 


77H Race.—ConsoLation FOR JAPANESB Pontes. 
Miyooka ... we eee ee D 

Out of 14 entries 7 started and after one 

false they got away very well together the 


wioner lying nicely in the front rank to 
and roand the turn when she (beautifully 


vidden) ran away next the rails aud wou; 


easily by two lengths. 


BANQUET IN HONOUR OF THE 
EX-PREFEOT OF KANAGAWA, 


—_— 


Tue farewell dinner given by the foreign 
consuls at this port to Mr. Nomura Yasanshi, 
late Profect of Kanagawa and present Post- 
master General, at the Grand Hotel on the 
evening of the 27th Nov. proved a moat 
successful and agreeable entertainment. 
There were present the consular officials of 
France, Germany, Great Britain, the United 
States, Russia, Italy, Spain, China, Belgium. 
The Netherlands, Switzerland, Pern and 
Hawaii, and as guests Mr. Nomura Yasushi, 
Mr. Oki Morikata, present kenrei of Kana- 
gawa, Mr. Motono Morimichi, superintendant 
of customs, Mr. Nakamura Motoyoshi, late 
president of the Yokohama Saibansho, now 
a judge of the Daishinin, Mr. Kawasuki 
Gohachi, president of the Saibansho, Mr. 
Osborn, foreign secretary of the kenrei, and 
Mr. Loo Kwan secretary of the Chinese con- 
sulate. After discussing the very excellent 
dinner the company were requested to sev 
their glasses filled to the brim when General 
Van Buren, chairman of the consular body, 
rose and proposed the health of His Imperial 
Majesty the Emperor of Japan, which, of 
course, was drank with all the honoors. 

The next toast, which was also proposed 
by the chairman, was to the guest of the 
evening, and substantially in the following 
words = 


Gentlemen: My colleagues have im- 
posed upon me the very agreeable duty of 
proposing to you the health of our dis- 
tinguished guest, Mr. Nomura Yasushi. For 
many years Mr, Nomura has been known to 
us officially and personally as the Prefect of 
this ken, and during the time he has thas 
been the chief representative of his government 
here he has beeu universally recognized as an 
honest, earnest, industrious, efficient, and able 
officer. [applause]. Hie duties have been 
varied and oncrous, but he has never failed 
to give to each and all his best attention. 
We have differed from him on more than one 
occasion and I have myself had a number of 
differences of opinion with him in which both 


of us bave taken occasion to express our |- 


opinions freely. This is no occasion to dis- 
cuss such differences or to seek a verdict 1 
to who was right or wrong; but it is just 
the occasion to express the sentiment which 
Iam sure is entertained by the entire con- 
sular body that, in whatever Mr. Nomora has 
officially done or said he has been actuated 
by a high desire to serve the best interest of 
his oonntry, her government and people. 


[arent applause]. And that his services 
ave been duly appreciated by his govern- 
ment is found in the fact of his promotion 
to the high and important position of Post- 
master-general of the empire. Mr. Nomura 
[addressing him], we toast you, Sir, as the long 
time and well known governor of this ken ; 
we drink to yonass high official of the 
imperial government, bat best of all, we 
drink your health in that more cherished 
title of our esteemed aud hononred friend. 


This toast was drank amid great en- 
thosiasm. After silence had been restored 
Mr. Nomura replied in Japanese, the inter- 
pretation being most felicitonsly given by 
Mr. Osborn, as follows ;— 


“In thanking you for the compliment 
you have just paid me, I would express 
the pleasure I feel in accepting to-night 
this farewell hospitality of the board of 
consuls. For this friendly demonstration 
I am deeply grateful. As I look back 
on the six years I bave served as gover- 
nor of this ken, | fally appreciate the friend- 
ly treatment I have always received at your 
hands. How fortunate I have been in passing 
this time withont committing any grave 
error. The experience I have gained daring 
these six years of official service will be of 
the utmost value to me, and for the advan- 
tage I derive from it, surely am I indebted 
to your kindness. It is, I dare say, an 
ancommon occurrence in any part of the 
world, that so many should be brought, for 
so long a period, in constant iutercourse 
with each other, not only without dissen- 
sions, bat terminating so pleasantly. My 
official career at this port does terminate 
most pleasantly, inasmuch as I have the 
gratification of standing beside this richly 
laden table—the first time, I think, that any 
governor of this ken has been so sumptuously 
feasted in retiring from his post—an honour 
I could not fail to appreciate. This mark 
of good will on your part encourages me to 
continne, wherever my lot may be cast, in 
the straight path I have hitherto endeavour- 
ed to pursue, and in so doing, remember 
your kindness and courtesy, the memory of 
which will be cherished by me as long as life 
exists. It is always hard to part without 
emotion, nor can | now find words to express 
my feelings. I wish to drink yet one more 
cup with you, and that to the health and 
happiness of the consale—my friends,” 


These remarks were received with fre- 
quent expressions of pleasure by all, and at 
their conclusion were greeted with applause. 
The next toast was proposed by the Swiss 
Consul-General, Mr. Wolf, who said :— 


Gentlemen :—I have now moch pleasare 
in asking you to drink to the health of the 
new kenrei, Mr. Oki Morikata. 

After the eloquent address of my friend 
opposite it would be useless for me to make 
any attempt at a speech, the more so as I am 
rather ata disadvantage as compared with 
the General who, in proposing Mr. Nomura’s 
health, could speak of facts, whereas Mr. 
Oki, being as yet new to onr circle, T can only 
give expression tu hopes and expectations for 
the future. 

I shall therefore confine myself to tender- 
ing to Mr. Oki, on behalf of my colleagues, 
our most cordial weleome, to assnre him that 
we on our part shall do all iu our power to 
facilitate tle bardensome duties of his office; 
and hope that our relations with him will 
always be aa pleasant and agreeable as they 
were with his predecessor, and that he nny 
occupy his new office for many years to come 
in good health and prosperity. 
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Mr. Wolf’s sentiments met with the warm- 
est reception and Mr. Oki replied :— 

“I tender you my sincere thanks for the 
hononr you have done me and above all for 
your kind wishes which I need hardly assure 
you are fully appreciated by me.” 

This was rendered in English and elicited 
mest friendly expressions from all sides. 
Mr. Zappe, German consul, then rose and 
anid :— 

“ A duty devolves upon me, which I shall 
perform with much pleasure ; it is that of 
proposing for your acceptance the toast of 
the health of the superintendent of customs, 
Mr. Motono Morimichi, a gentleman who bas 
occupied that responsible and in many re- 
specta difficult official post for many years to 
the advantage ef His Majesty’s government 
and with satisfaction to all who have ex- 

rienced his fairness and urbanity. } 

‘When Mr. Motono’s turn for promotion 
comes our appreciation and recognition 
of his deserts will be tempered only by the 
regret we shall feel at the loss of so valuable 
and popular a local officer. 

It is unnecessary I should waste words 
in further discoursing on his merits for they 
are nuquestioned; they are admitted by every- 
body, and therefore I propose, gentlemen, 
with all sincerity and good feeling, the health 
of Mr. Motono Morimichi.” 

Mr. Motono, through Mr. Osborn, replied 
as follows :— 

“Thank you gentlemen for the hearty 
manner in which you have drank to my 
health, In anewer to your kind remarks 
about the slight services I have been able to 
render to the community, 1 can only say, 
had it not been for your countenance and 
assistance it would indeed have been difficult 
for me to merit the praises so kindly uttered 
by Mr. Zappe. I regret that my slight 
knowledge of English precludes my saying 
all that I should like to on this occasion.” 

The next toast was given in French by 
Mr. Carcano, consul for Italy, who said :— 

Gentlemen :—I have the honour of propos- 
ing a toast which I am persuaded will be 
received by you with the same. favocr as the 
others which have been put forward by our 
colleagues. f 

I invite you, gentlemen, to drink to the 
healths of Messrs. Nakamura and Kawasaki, 
the first ex-president of the Yokohama Sai- 
bansho, and the second his successor. 

These two gentlemen have more than a 
title to our sympathies, Mr. Nakamura has, 
daring the time be has been president of the 
Saibansho, preserved with us all the most 
amicable intercourse and the most cordial 
relations. His hononrable successor, Mr. Ka- 
wasaki, has had the kindness of assuring us 
that he will, on entering on his fano- 


tions, follow the line traced by his 
predecessor. Both, through their jee 
‘ighest 


positiona, which are analogous to the 
branches of our official duties, are our 
dear colleagues and as such I would salute 
them. In drinking to the healths of Messrs. 
Nakamora and Kawasaki I include also 
the Japanese magistracy. Permit me to re- 
mind you, my dear colleagues, that the judi- 
cinl profession has been, in all times and 
with all nations, considered a most elevated 
and noble one. 

Arma cedant tog@, said the Romans, and 
this principle has been always and universal- 
ly accepted and followed. The magistracy 
ia the thermometer of civilization, and of the 
culture and civilization of nations, and we 
may be proud of belonging to such a noble 
profession, 


If at some time, in our relations, we 
see this principle forgotten or unrecognisz- 
ed, if, perhaps, solely on account of our judi- 
Cial positions we are obliged to sacrifice our 
amour propre, let us recall, dear colleagues, 
that it is only justice to consider often, as 
extenuating circumstances, the imperfections 
in human natare. 

I therefore drink to the healths of Messrs. 
Nakamura and Kawasaki. 


This was responded to by Judge Nakamura 
for himself and Judge Kawasaki; whose 
remarks Mr. Osborn rendered in English in 
these words :— 


“Tam much moved by your kindness and 
flattering remarks. For the satisfaction I have 
been fortunate enough to give I am indebted to 
you gentlemen. Though I am now transferred 
to the capital, still it is not a long way offand 
I hope that I may often yet have the pleasore 
of meeting you. I trust that if ever I can 
serve you you will call upon me 80 to do, 
and that you will extend to my successor the 
same consideration I have ever received at 
your hands,” : 


The remarks of Messrs. Zappe and Carcano 
and the replies met with the most cordial 
reception. This concluding the regular toasts, 
the chairman said :— 


“No occasion of this kind can be con- 
sidered complete without a toast to the 
ladies, and I have finally managed to 
overcome the natural modesty of that 
member of the consular body especially dis- 
tinguished for his gallantry, and have pre- 
vailed apon him to propose the toast. After 
this allusion to our colleagae I know it ia not 
necessary to name him.” 


Mr. Jouslain, the French consul, who was 
greeted with shouts of merriment and ap- 
plause, said :— 

Gentlemen: We are not in France it is 
trae but we are, however, in the house of a 
Frenchman and under the circumstances I 
wish, in my double quality of an old bachelor 
and a frangais né galant to be allowed 
to propose a toast to the ladies of the hononr- 
able gentlemen here present, whose absence 
from our feast we extremely regret; and I 
beg that Mr. Arangaren [the Spanish con- 
sul], who by bis youth and graces of 
person so commends himself to the smiles 
of the fair sex, will respond to the sentiment 
T have had the honour to present. 

The response of Mr. Aranguren was ren- 
dered in so low a tone that his words, greatly 
to our regret, were not caught. 

After sometime longer spent in friendly ex- 
changes of sentiment the company broke up, 
the universal judgment being that the even- 
ing had been in every respect 8 most enjoy- 
able one. 


Tue Methio Shinsht publishes a rumour to 
the effect that some members of the govern- 
ment have addressed a memorial to His Im- 
perial Majesty the Mikado praying that he 
will proclaim Shintoism as the established 
national religion and declare Buddhism and 
Christianity as foreign creeds. The object of 
the memorialists is to strengthen the cause of 
the Imperial house and to check the rights 
and freedom of the .people. Their Ex- 
cellencies Saigo and Matsukata are strongly 
in favour of the scheme which will probably 
be carried into effect. Our contemporary 
considers the rumour to be unreliable, but 
even if it should prove to be true, he says 
Buddhists have nothing to fear as they are well 
able to defend their faith against all attacks. 


OC orresyondence. 


FIRE INSURANCE ON SILK. 


To the editor of the Japan Gasette. 


Sm :—As I know that among your staff 
you have a gentleman conversant with in- 
surance matters who has frequently adjusted 
claims in dispute, you will pardon may apply- 
ing to you for an explanation of a clause in 
the pro forma godown receipt for silk publish- 
ed by you on the 19th instant, which says :— 

Fire insurance is provided on $—. This receipt 
is subject to the ordinary conditions of fire inaru- 
ance policies as regards fire, and to the ame ex- 
ceptions as regards custody. 

What construction can be placed on the 
whole of this clause, and especially on the last 
eight words? I am an insurance man of no 
mean parts myself and am bewildered. Would 
a foreign bank accept a declaration of insur- 
ance worded in this manner? If not, why 
is such a document tendered to confiding Japa- 
nese who know nothing at all of the intricacies 
of fire insurance ? 


Some explanation is certainly necessary, as 
silk merchants generally must be supposed to 
be responsible for the published contract notes 
until their authorship is divulged. 


Yours truly, 


QUALIS. 
November 24th. 


To the editor of the Japan Gasette, 


Sm :—After a careful and protracted study 
of the clause criticised by your correspondent 
“ Qualis,” and commented upon by yourself in 
your last night’s issue, my mind has most 
reluctantly admitted a suspicion so insulting to 
the unknown draftsman of the now famous 
godown-receipt that I am not surprised at its 
escaping the attention of any generous critic 
at the firet reading. The clause ruos:— 

“ This receipt is subject to the ordinary con- 
ditions of fire insurance policies as regards fire, 
and to the same exceptions as regards custody.” 

Protected by my incognito, which I feel sure 
you will hold sacred, I venture to suggest the 
bare possibility that the words following the 
comma were not intended to have any connec- 
tion with fire or insurance, and that the word 
‘same’ so dear to the commercial pen, refers 
only to ‘ordinary’; in fact that the intended 
meaning is that ‘ This receipt is subject to the 
ordinary conditions of fire insurance policies as 
regards fire, and also to the usual exceptions 
as regards custody.’ 

But no, I must be wrong. This solution, 
simple as it is, is too improbable; for, if I 
have rightly guessed the interpretation of the 
bewildering clause, what possible motive could 
its writer have had for refraining from saying 
what he meant ? 


Yours truly, 
DRYASDUST, 


25th. November 1881, 


ve 
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ancient author:—ingenuas didicisse fideliter 
artes, emollit mores nec sinit esse feros. We 
quite agree with him that in accepting 
Christianity it by no means follows that 
Japan should take any of the forms of Chriat- 
ianity prevalent in the west—perhaps the 
lesa she takes of them the better as sho may 
find them to be mere forms and very little 
else—or alogether cast aside those vital 
principles of virtue underlying Shintoism, 
Buddhism or Confncianism. The reviewer 
is “not far from the kingdom;” hereafter 
he will discover what many compara- 
tive theologists already understand, viz :— 
that the several religions systems both of 
the ancient and modern world are only 80 
many guesses at troth. Hereafter it may be 
made plain to all that such parts as they have 
in common are very near the exact trath: in 
the meantime quot homines, tot sententia. 
Some interesting notes and queries help to 
complete a very fair number of this valuable 
periodical. 


Occasional Hotes. 


Tur contents of the current number of the 
China Review are varied and attractive, and 
fally sustain the high reputation which this 
usefal publication enjoys amongat all readers 
who desire to extend their researches amongst 
the folk lore, history, religions, and tradi- 
tions of the vast empire from whence it 
derives its name. 

The nomber opens with a continuation of 
“ Translations from the general code of laws 
of the Chinese Empire.” The instalment 
given relates principally to the marriage 
laws. Mr. Jamieson appears to have taken 

care and pains in the task of rendering 
this formidable enactment into plain English, 
and it may therefore be taken as a correct 
representation of the high estimation in 
which the “holy estate” is held by the 
Chinese. But the question is, do they prac- 
tise what they preach? We cannot, for 
instance, believe that Celestials are innocent 
on the score of bigamy or polygamy, although 
this terrible edict so far regards it as “sin” 
as to direct that any one who “ msrries 
a wife a second time whilst the first 
wife is alive shall be liable to 90 blows 
and the parties shall be separated.’’ The 
right reverend bench of the House of 
Lords who hold up their hands in pious 
borror and indignation at the bare sugges- 
tion of a man marrying his sister-in-law will 
no doubt be rejoiced to learn that the 
Chinese are particularly strict on the score of 
kindred and consanguinity, not only extend- 
ing the prohibition to consins of the remotest 
degree but even forbidding marriage between 
persons of the same surname, the principals 
negotiating such an alliance being liable to 
60 blows, the union to be null and void, the 
woman returning to her family and the 
marriage presents being confiscated by the 
government. The table of affinity and kin- 
dred attached to the Prayer Book of the 
English Church has often caused a great 
deal of perplexity, bat it is simplicity itself 
when compared with the marvellous table of 
consanguinity which Mr. Jamieson has ap- 
pended to his able translation. What with 
aquares, circles, characters, and hieroglyphics 
it would puzzle an astrologer. The notes and 
comments interspersed are interesting and 
instructive, aud bear atrong testimony to great 
stady and research on the part of theic 
author. Mr. E. H. Parker supplies another 
relay of his ably written “Short journeys in 
8s Ch’nan,” which will prove most accept- 
able to those who have read what he has 
already given as well as to those who have 
not. Metecrologista will find ample food for 
reflection in the ‘‘ Amount of Precipitation 
(Rain and Snow) of Pekin” by Mr. H. 
Fritache. ‘Notes on the Dutch occupation 
of Formosa” by Mr. George Phillips ix read- 
able. Under the head of ‘Notices of New 
Books" we find a olever and appreciative 
review of Mr. Balfour's translation of Nan 
Hua which was noticed at some length in the 
Japan Gasette of 24th. Sept. last. There ia 
also a favourable notice of the Chrysanthemum 
for September and October. We may be 
wrong, but we cannot help thinking that the 
writer is in some way connected with mis- 
sionary operations as he has evidently some 
crotchet in his head relative to the real or 
imaginary antagonism said to exist ho- 
tween scientific education and religious 


Certain religious ceremonies will be ob- 
served at the Imperial palace ; Their Majesties 
the Mikado, Empress, and Empress Dowager, 
princes, the daijin, sangi and ministers of 
departments will be present. 


Ir is stated that Mr. Kono, late minister of 
husbandry and commerce and Mr. Mayeshima, 
late post master-general having faithfully dis- 
charged their duties will be furnished with 
some reward as a testimony of their merit. 


Tar Choya Shinbun says s telegram an- 
nounces that the sailing ship Rioo-maru struck 
against a rock at Yashirisaki in Nanba and 
sank. It is said that ahe had on board 27,200 
yen worth of goods insured by the Kaisho Hoken 
Kwaisha. 


Tas Mai Nichi Shinbun announces that the 
Genro-in having completed the examination of 
a draft of the proposed marine laws has been 
closed. ~ 


Tus same paper says: Messrs. Miyaji and 
Kurimura who sent a notice tothe authorities 
to the effect that they have determined to be 
independent of Japanese jurisdiction, have 
been taken into custody by the police. 

Tax question propounded by our correspon- 
dent Qualis is rather difficult to answer. The 
clause as it stands is ambigoous and open to 
conflicting constructions. An agreement to 
insure should be express, and state, in explicit: 
terme, the conditions upon which the property 
is covered against the risk of fire, If silk is 
sent in to A, as custodian for B, upon the con- 
dition that in event of loss by fire A shall be 
reaponsible, A has a clear insurable interest in 
his own name without any declaration of 
agency, the ordinary wording of the policy “in 
trast, or on commission, for which he (A) is 
responsible,” being amply sufficient to cover 
such property. If B simply sends in silk 
to A without this stipulation, the godown 
receipt is insufficient, for it does not state, 
in so many words, that insurance against 
fire has been effected ; or even that the godown 
keeper accepts a liability for loss by fire. 

As the documents stand we are inclined to 
the opinion that no business man could accept 
them. The purchase note should contain an 
express agreement to insure, somewhat in the 
following form :— 

Thave thisday bought from —— —— piculs 


training, Be he whom he may, he . 5 ends 
does not seem disposed to eooept the baeesipelied pcg aller bears ntees that 
truth of the maxim propounded by an' the bulk shall 


fairly equal to the sample agreed 


upon. Daring the process of inspection, which 


shall be completed within—fair working days, and 
until the completion of this purchase, the ak shall 
be held by me in trust for the seller; and 
be insured to the extent of $— against all risks of 
fire apecifically in the — Fire Insurance 
Company, or generally under policies now current 
in my name covering the contents of the buildings 
in which the ailk is stored; subject, in all cases, to 
the usual conditions of such policies, 

The sale note should contaiu a stipulation 
by the seller that he delivers the silk to the 
purchaser upon the condition that the latter 
shall be responsible to a given extent for all 
fire losses, and that suitable insurance shall be 
effected therefor, The documents adopted by 
the meeting are incomplete. Neither sale nor 
purchase note contains any allusion to fire 
insurance; and the clause in the * godown 
receipt,” besides being quite unintelligible in 
its wording, is certaigly not an agreement to 
insure which an insurance company would be 
justified in accepting 4 liability for in event of 
loss. If the purcha e and sale notes are 
amended, the clause in the godown receipt 
should simply be :—‘‘eInsured for $— against 
fire in accordance with the conditions of the 
purchase contract note.” 

The clause to which Qualis takes exception 
is peculiar, and we quote it here in order that 
its meaningless character may be prominently 
brought forward. “ Fire insurance is provided 
on $—. This receipt. is subject to the ordiuary 
conditions of insurance policies as regarde fire, 
and to the same exceptions as regards custody.” 
The italicised words are devoid of meaning, 
unless fire policies contain stipulations with 
regard to the duties of a warehouse-keeper, 
which they do not. 

The committee have no doubt revised these 
particularly loosely drawn documents. If not, 
Japanese merchants will do well to remember 
that unless the intending purchaser incurs a 
distinct liability for fire losses and that, until 
purchase is effected the silk under examination 
is declared to be held in trust for the owner, a 
mere informal statement that insurance is pro- 
vided is not sufficient security. To carelessly 
drawn and ambiguous documents half the 
litigation of the world is due. 


Aw important item of news has come to our 
knowledge. We have heard on unquestion. 
able authority that the published text of the 
Tseng treaty of St. Petersburg is far from 
being a complete document. By supplemen- 
tary secret clauses, the purport of which has 
been communicated to London, and ino doubt 
other capitals, an offensive and defensive alli- 
ance, in given cases, has been made between 
China and Russia, a fact of the highest import 
to Japan and a great factor iv the conduct of 
the future foreign relations of this couutry. 
In other respects the new treaty of Tseng 
mainly follows the important provisions of the 
discarded Ch’ung How pact of Livadia. 

Our information leads to the belief tha 
in addition to a mere nominal money indemnity 
Russia has obtained great powers over Chinn 
to be used at some convenient season; and 
Russian aggression, foiled in India, is being 
turned in the direction of the extreme east. 

The tendency of nations with interests in 
common to unite for their protection is exem- 
plifed in the European concert, the ander- 
standing between the three emperors, and the 
jeslousy with which the Kuropenn eastern 
question is guarded, A combination far more 
powerful, more beneficial to the world at large, 
and fraught with the highest blessings of peace 
and civilization, than any alliance of which 
there is record, is spoken of in no uncertain 
language. An Anglo-American union, ex- 
tending its protective hand over all Roglish- 
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speaking people wheresoever they, may be, is a 
grand conception not likely to be suffered to 
drop out of sight. How, then, does it come to 
pass that the only two nations of the east 
which deserve the rank, should be divided 
instead of united ? Has Russia greater interests 
in common with China than Japan has? We 
ask this question, because a Russo-Chinese 
alliance is a standing menace to the integrity 
of thie empire. 


An entertainment was given at the Machigai- 
sho, last evening (22nd ult.), by the native im- 
port merchants in honour, we presume, of the 
termination of the silk difficulty. About thirty 
foreigners were present although a much larg- 
er number had been invited. The directors of 
the Rengo and import merchants mustered in 
full force. The governor of Kanagawa-ken, 
the superintendent of customs, one or two other 
officials and several Japanese ladies also put in 
an appearance, The large hall was converted 
into a temporary theatre. Shortly after 8 p.m. 
the curtain rose and the audience were enter- 
tained with what may be called a ballet in 
Japanese style. Although presenting strange 
contrast to what one may have witnessed at the 
Alhambra in the palmy days of that favourite 
resort of metropolitan sightseers before the 
can-can stepped in and deprived it of its wonted 
glories, the dancing and-costumes of the ladies 
of the corps de ballet were graceful in the 
extreme. The native musicians who played 
the accompaniment acquitted themselves very 
creditably. They knew the difference between 
discord and harmony which is more then can 
be said of Chinese minstrels, who are altogether 
innocent of tune and generally have no more 
idea of time than if they had been born and bred 
in eternity At 9.15 an adjournment was made 
to the refreshment room where congratulatory 

_ speeches were exchanged on the happy termina- 
tion of the dispute. After an interval of half 
an hour the party again repaired to the hall 
where amusements were continued until 10 15 
when the guests returned the refreshment room. 
Two or three toast were proposed and respond- 
ed to and the party seperated at an early 
hour. The Imperial marine band was in atten- 
dance and played a selection of popular music 
at intervals during the evening. 


Tue following letter has been addressed 
by the editor of this paper to the editor of 
the Japan Daily Mail. 


To the editor of the Japan Daily Mail, 


Str:—I am compelled to adopt the un- 
usual course of addressing you in reference 
to a mis-statement contained in your issue of 
yesterday. Alluding to a series of extracts 
from Mr. Wilkin'’s speeches at the meetings 
of the foreign silk association and at the 
conference at the United States legation, and 
the citation of certain acts of his, you were 
pleased to say :— 

“There can be no two opinions about the honesty 
or justice of a writer who, unless he has completely 
lost his reasoning faculties, must be well aware 
that the charge he formulates is not supported by 
an atom of evidence. We should owe an apology 
to Mr. Wilkin did we attempt to defend him 
against such an adversary. He has left his as- 
sailants’ letters unnoticed; and he can very well 
afford to treat that gentleman’s articles with the 
same indiffercnce. 

The innnendo in the closing lines of this 
passayo is clearly that “® sometime chair- 
man of the foreign silk association” was the 
author of the article to which you allade. 
Permit me to say that the surmise is at once 
anjustifiable and incorrect. The article was 
written by myself. It was free from bias, 


feeling, or injustice; and no person uucon- 
nected with the staff of this office saw it 
prior to publication; or was in any way 
spoken to or consulted about its contents. 

As you have, on a former occasion, offici- 
ously attempted to identify two persons, one 
of whom ie’ dead and the other absent, with 
certain articles and letters in previous issues 
of this paper, and quite incorrectly, I trust 
you will be good enough to abstain in fature 
from the suggestio falsi which distinguishes 
all your allusions to this journal and the 
motives of its conductors. 


I an, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
W. H. TALBOT, 
Editor of the Japan Gazette. 
Yokohama, November 24th., 1881. 


Tue Taiso Kwaisha (godown company) have 
decided to establish three offices in different 
parts of the country, that is, in Tokio, Osaka, 
and Kobe; and they have applied to the 
government for the necessary permission. 
Their capital for the office of Tokio is said to 
be 200,000 yen, for that of Osaka, 150,000 
yen, and that of Kobe 100,000 yen. 

Tue Choya Shinbun says that Mr. Yoshii, 
junior vice financial minister, has been ap- 
pointed head of the new office in his depart- 
ment whose duty it is to superintend the 
specie bank. 


Tue Hochi Shinbun refers to a ramour 
that the Shosen Gakko (mercantile marine 
school) of the Mitsu Bishi Company will be 
transferred to the hands of the agricultural 
and commercial department. 


Tue Hochi Shinbun remarks: Mr. Yendo, 
a shizoku of Hamamatsu in Totomi, who has 
paid great attention to the mineral interest 
for many years, has discovered a silver and 
copper mine at Osawayama, and after a trial 
made by him and six others the ore has been 
found to be of very good quality. In 
September last it was examined at the 
mineral bureau, and a licence for working 
the mine was granted. The promoters are 
now making efforts to raise capital for 
establishing a mining company named the 
Totomi Kozan Gwaisha. 


Tar Mai Nichi Shinhun has the following 
items :— 

A rumonr is current to the effect that the 
government will shortly take steps to amend 
abuses now prevailing among banks all over 
tho country, and to eetablish a central bank. 


SeveraL rumours have prevailed concerning 
a sum of 500,000 yen which Mr. Godai, the 
notorious chief promoter of the Kaitakushi 
affair borrowed from the government, but we 
are now informed that it is nearly settled for 
him to refund the sum in ten years by instal- 
mente, 

Yeererpar morning (24th. ult.), a great fire 
broke out at Horiyecho, Osaka, when 405 
houses were destroyed. 


Tur Nichi Nichi Shinbun says that the go- 
vernment, with a view to economizing their 
expenditure next year, have decided on dis- 
missing several of officials. 


Tue Hochi Shinbun remarks :—The police 
guard for the house of the daijin is fixed at 
22 and that of the sangt 15. 


Mr. Saxvurana, secretary of the foreign de- 
Pent has been appointed minister to Hol- 
and. 


_ THe same paper says that H. E. Ogi will 
give an entertainment to the daijin, sangi, 
corps diplomatique and other native and foreign 
gentlemen, during three days from the 28th 
to the 30th instant. ; 


Tus Annales de L'extréme Orient for August 
contains an article by “C.G.” on Germany 
in the Far East. England, the writer says, 
is the first nation which established regular 
and frequent communication with China, Aus. 
tralia and the islands of the south sea. After 
a short time France followed; and’ recently 
the chambers voted an annual subvention of 
3,300,000 francs (£132,000) to the Meesageries 
Maritimes Company for a line of steamers be- 
tween Mareeilles and New Caledonia. Belgian 
merchants are endeavouring to obtain a similar 
measure in favour of Antwerp, but as yet 
without result. Germany, also, is beginning 
to learn that a regular line of steamers devel- 


opes the commercial relations of two countries. . 


With thie idea the German chancellor has 
laid a memorial before the Reichstag tending 
to the development of German trade with 
China and Japan. He refera to the imperious 
necessity of establishing a line of steamers 
between these countries and Germany, and of 
German banks there, with branches in the 
chief centres. Ten years ago Germany at- 
tempted to develope its trade with China and 
Australia, but has hardly succeeded so far. 
In spite of the low prices of German products 
they have not been able to compete with those 
of England and France. Moreover, German 
manufacturers work alone. They do not, as 
with English and French manufacturers, em- 
ploy as intermediaries commission merchants 
who can report accurately on the wants of 
distant countries, and on the condition in 
which goods should be sent. The manufac- 
turers send their wares themselves, trasting 
to be able to part with them; and when they 
fail to do so they neglect further exporta- 
tion to that country, except perhaps with other 
articles, or under other conditions. It is not 
surprising, therefore, that their efforts have not 
hitherto been attended with great success, 
In fact the branches of the Deuteche Bank 
which were opened in Shanghai and Yoko- 
hama in 1871 were closed in 1874, and the 
German merchants are paid by bills at three 
or six months on London or Paris, thus losing 
commission, interest, &. 

To improve this state of things Prince Bis- 
mark recommends the employment of export 
merchants at the principal ports of the empire, 
whose duty it should be to supply information 
to the manufacturers, and to watch over goods 
destined for far eastern markets. On this 
subject, the consular corps also will give most 
useful information. In the second place, 
German banke are to be founded in China and 
Australia. 

The writer commends this step, and states 
that English commerce owes much to the 
establishment of such banks, ‘Banke are 
established by England behind armies of occu- 
pation.” The chief point of the Chancellor’s 
scheme, however, is the founding of « line of 
steamers, Hamburg is already in communica- 
tion with China and Australia by means of 
lines of stexmers; but the service is irregular 
and insufficient. German merchante are thus 
forced to have recourse to foreign vessels, or 
take the chance of their own steamers, which 
give no guarantee of rapidity, or of reduced 
freights for-slow passages. In China, and 
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especially at Shanghai, there are a large num-' 
ber of German houses with branches at Ham- 
burg; but they are compelled to use foreign 
lines of steamers for the importation of Ger- 
man goods into China, or of Chineso articles 
into Germany. It is evident that Prince Bis- 
mark desires to put Germany abreast of Eng- 
land and France in commercial matters in the 
east, and the merchants of the two latter coun- 
tries may soon expect a lively competition with 
Gormany. 

To sum up, the measures recommended to 
the Reichstag are :— 


1st.—The formation of commission agents 
to inetruct manufacturers in the wants, con- 
ditions and customs of various countries. 

2nd.—The organisation and development of 
the consular corps. 

8rd.—The founding of branches of the Ger- 
man banks in the principal countries. 

4th.—The creation of lines of steamers 
which will at the same time support the power 
of Germany in distant countries. > 

5.—State subventions to these lines during 
at least the earlier years of their existence. 
_ In its chronicle of the month, the same 
yee reports that the Society for the French 
ljangaage in Japan is prospering. ‘ We were 
not mistaken when we predicted a great success 
for thie society. It has already two hundred 
members, several of whom live in Europe. A 
committee for the preparation of a Japanese- 
French dictiovary is to be appointed; and it 
is also proposed to publish a geography and 
history of Japan in French.” 

Yusrerpay (25tb. ult.) over two hundred silk 
producers were entertained at the Fukuri tea- 
house by the members of the Rengo Kiito Ni- 
adzukarisho, in commemoration of the happy 
termination of foreign opposition to the mono- 
poliste’ demands. 

It is gratifying to find our Japanese friends 
eo happy and convivial after two month sus- 
pension of business. Among foreigners there 
is no sign of rejoicing ; on the contrary, the 
feeling prevalent is one of humiliation and 
irritation which bodes no good to fature com- 
mercial relations with Japan. 


Tux promoters of the Blaff Fire Insurance 
Company, after permitting fifteen days to 
elapee during which the number of shares 
specified in the resolution passed at the meet- 
ing on the 10th. instant could have been 
applied for, have decided to proceed no further 
in the matter. Seven hundred and fifty shares 
were specified asthe limit at which business 
should be commenced, and at the close of 
yesterday subscriptions had been received for 
716 shares ; eo, in this view of the matter, the 
undertaking has been abandoned for want of 
34 shares only ; but in reality the promoters 
were properly of opinion that the interest taken 
in the company was too lukewarm to warrant 
more delay, and more than sufficient time 
having been granted to intending applicants it 
was not advisable to incur any farther trouble 
or expense. 

This movement is not without attendant 
advantages; and if the promoters have failed 
to arouse the interest of bluff land renters in a 
measure for their benefit, they have succeeded 
in conferring upon bluff owners and residents 
a material advantage in the shape of the 
reduction of premium charged by home and 
local companies; for, although ‘the former 
with one exception have not yet followed the 
Jead of the latter, it ia clear they must do so 
or lose their business. From 2 to 13, and from 
1 tod percent, je a mean reduction of & per 


cent., representing a saving to bluff residents | Yokohama, for which the following were 
of an aggregate sum of probably $10,000 a| entered. 


peak : : eee Chichi-no-he 130 Ibs 
The movement is also instructive in two Shiratorigatake... 135 ,, 

ways. It teaches the community what can be Raterfelto 142 

done by a little self help and even the hum- Kivaakura 147 z 


blest show of resistance to abuses and taxes 
which no other people could or would submit 
to with the apathetic indifference shown by us. 
It is also a warning to established fire offices 
not to be in too great a hurry to give up the 
high rates hitherto enjoyed by them. Had the 
three offices awaited the issue of this undertak- 
ing they would have discovered beyond doubt 
that the community would prefer to pay even 
higher rates than they have done to the trouble 
of forming a company of their own. The 
story bears a moral, which is, that every public 
movement initiated in Yokohama should be 
disregarded for its failure is inevitable ; there- 
fore, why should fire offices, or any other 
outside undertakings, deriving all the benefit 
from our business forego their advantages at 
the dictation of an imaginary opposition ? 
Twice has this been the case within two years. 
The next undertaking promoted will have the 
disadvantage of the previous cry of Wolf! and 
will probably ignominiously fail without any 
counterbalancing advantage. 


Distance, once round (about 1406 yards.) 
After an exciting race this was won by 
Kamakura by } a length from Katerfelto. both 
ponies running io splendid style, time 1.52. 


The marine band. played during the after- 
noon, and greatly added to the pleasure of the 
proceedings. 


Tua Argus, in ite issue of the 26th. inst., 
takes the Japan Mail rather severely to task 
for what it cousiders to be an unfair criticism 
of the case of da Ruza v. the Imperial govern- 
ment of Japan. In the course of a long article 
our young contemporary remarks that the 
Japan Mail has entered the field as the cham- 
pion of the government and Mr, Golo Shojiro 
The Mail calls the attitude assumed by Mr. 
Hill when in court ‘tragic and awe-in- 
spiring,” but ia the opinion of the Argus that 
gentleman did nothing illegal, for if he had he 
would have been stopped by the judges; 
the letter of Mr. de Bavier so strongly con- 
demned by the Mail the Portugucse joaroal 
considers to be perfectly regular, and that in 
writing it, the acting consul did no more than 
his daty. Ho then delivers himself as follows. 


The Mail says “the case was never really 
tried, so that there is no ground whatever 
upon which any opinion can be formed.” Never- 
theless he has expressed a very strong opinion 
and for once we have caught him firmly. 
He has flatly contradicted himeelf within the 
limits of a single article. He commences by 
saying that “fewer still, outside the intran- 
sigéant section of Yokohama politicians, but 
will view with satisfaction the termination of 
what had long been regarded as a public 
scandal,” and then later on asserts that “ the 
case was never really tried.” If it was. never 
tried how can it have terminated ? The fact is, 
it remains in statu, and will have to be decided 
sooner or later. 

The editor of the Japan Mail has on several 
occasions affirmed, protested, and sworn that 
whatever he writes, or has written, is entirely 
the outcome of “honest conviction.” To us 
it matters not: we are utterly indifferent as 
to whether such is the case or not, But the 
“honest conviction” of large proportion 
of the community is that the Japan Mail is 
subsidized by the Japanese government, and 
consequently is its semi-official organ. ‘The 
utterances of the paper are therefore net th se 
of the editor but of his masters and employers, 
It is also known that the same pen which 
translated the recent decision of the Dai-shin- 
in wrote the last lines of the article which 
appeared in the Japan Weekly Mail of the 
19th. instant. 


The Mail has conceived a splendid iden ot 
throwing dust in the eyes of the public. Sut 
we can assure our contemporary that he lus 
failed in accomplishing his object. 


Tus Mainichi Shinbun eays the new civil 
code has been completed and the last drafts 
forwarded to H. E. Ogi. 


A mentine of the Nippon Tetsudo Kwaisha 
was held on the 26th. instant, when it was 
proposed that the salary of the president should 
be fixed at 500 yen per month, the subordinate 
officers to be paid in proportion to this amount. 
The motion was opposed on the ground that, as 
the company as subsidized by the government 
salaries ought to be as small as possible. The 
argament is certainly original even if it hae 
nothing else to recommend it. It does not, 
however, seem to have had much weight as the 
proposal was duly carried by a majority of 
those present. 

Tue COhoya Shinbun has the following 
notes:—It is said that an assembly of gover- 
nors of fu and ken will be convened next 
month for the discussion of three important 
subjects. Coneerning the nature of the mat- 
ters set down for debate, our contemporary 
rests in blissful ignorance. 


Me. Kuroevea Kansuxs, one of the gentle- 
men who recently signed a declaration of 
independence has cried pecoavi. He withdrew 
his notice at the eleventh hour, the saibansho 
declared him “ not guilty,” and he was at once 
released from ‘ durance vile.” 


Tue Nichi Nichi Shinbun states that the 
construction of a new observatory has been 
commenced at Kwodai in Shimoosa under the 
auspices of the geographical bureau. 


Tar races at Toyamn yesterday were a great 
success and attracted a very large attendance 
both of foreigners and Jnpanese. The Mikndo 
was present and also several of the Imperial 
Princes, and the sporting world of Yokohama 
was well represented. Among the winning’ 
Japan ponies we noticed Hiden, Kamakura, 
and Katerfelto the last named winning the race 
ones round for Jockeys who had never hada 
winning mount, in fine form after having been 
left several lengths behind at the start. 


His Imperial Majesty the Mikado was pre. 
sent at the Toyama races yesterday (27th. N.»v.) 


Acconntne to the Nichi Nichi Shinbun tie 
tanji-in is engaged in sundry financial rete.wa 


Hie Majesty presented a Hundicap prize 
to be competed for by ponies that had run in 
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F ‘Tas following return of births, deaths, &c., 
in Tokio during September last has been 
published :— 


Births, males 707 

»  fermales... 703 1,436 (sic) 
Deaths, males ... 1,223 

» females... 952 2,175 
Marriages ... 430 
Divorces 257 


Tux Choya Shinbun says a severe snow 
storm prevailed at Uyeda in Shinano on the 
21st instant when serions injury was done to 
houses and fields through the overflow of 
rivers. 


Tax demand for canvas having increased in 
proportion to the extension of navigation dur- 
ing the last six or seven years, Mr. Makita 
has established a large canvas factory at Sakai 
in Osaka-fu. 


Tux Chuigai Bukka Shinpo states that out of 
450,000 silk-egg cards which arrived at Yoko- 
hama during the season only about 200,000 
were sold. The cause of the decline in thie 
branch of the trade is attributed to the fact 
of eo many Italian merchants having left the 
settlement. About 250,000 cards remain in 
stock for which no purchasers can be obtained. 

Tar Japan Herald states much that is 
troe in a paragraph respecting the at- 
tempt to establish a Bluff Fire Insurance 
Co., but it evidently does not clearly com- 
prehend the motives of those who undertook 
the troublesome preliminaries. That such 
& company would, in a short time, prove a 
fairly good investment there were good 
reasons to believe; but that was quite a 
secondary consideration. The first object 
was not that the promoters should absorb the 
shares but that they should endeavour to 
interest all owners of Bluff property in a 
scheme for their especial benefit; and as 
there are nearly 300 of them it was not 
unreagonable to assume that about one-half 
might be satisfied with the prospectus and 
join the association, the shares having been 
made low enongh to bring them within the 
reach of every respectable person. Had this 
expectation been realised the company would 
have had between one and two hundred 
shareholders, none being liable for any unpaid 
capital he would have found it difficult to 
make good at any time. The public would, 
in such case, have had ample security ; and 
the company would have had the advantage 
of a portion of its large shareholders’ busi- 
ness secured to it. In fact the mutual prin- 
ciple common to the insurance clabs among 
small shipownets was never lost sight of ; and 
althongh the question of dividend was not 
deemed to be of primary importance it was 
felt that eee would be little diffcalty in 
paying a satisfacto: reentage on so small 
® sum as $20,000.” Be o 

When the project was first mooted it met 
with much encouragement; but unfor- 
tunately many of those strongest in promises 
failed in performance when practical effect 
was given to the scheme. Notices were sent 
to the principal property owners setting ont 
the objects in view and enclosing two notes, 
one of approval, the other of disapproval. 
Was it wrong to assume that ordinary cour- 
tesy would impel the person addressed to 
retarn an answer which, to save trouble, was 
printed for him P Possibly so, for barely ane- 
fourth of the namber had the common polite- 
ness to respond in any way whatever. This, 
however, is so usually the procedure in Yoko- 
hs ora that the promoters tried other waya ta 


arouse public attention ; in the course of which 
they discovered the prevalent feeling to be in 
favour of the undertaking, but an evident dis- 
inclination to accord support. Many said they 
would “see about it’—and never saw about 
it. Others said they would “see how it 
went on,” forgetting, apparently, that the 
company could not go on at all without 
shareholders. Others demurred because they 
were agents for fire insurance companies; A 
reason equivalent to the advocacy of the 
right of thirty rich corporations to tax this 
poor community and denying to the latter 
the right of resistance. Some wanted the 
paid-up capital doubled—it was doubled, and 
thoy then fell back upon “ will see about it.” 
For about four months the promoters en- 
countered nothing but hesitation, approval 
never ratified, prevarication, the rude and 
contemptuous refusal to reply to polite busi- 
ness communications distinctly asking for 
reply; they answered questions, combated 
objections, did their best to encounter and 
remove mistaken impressions and insidious 
attempts to impugn the intentions of the 
original movers, with the result that is now 
known. Every opportunity was given to the 
community to investigate the proposal, to 
nominate their own board of directors, to 
take the matter into their own hands: and 
the best that could be done was done. Under 
such circumstances it is somewhat unfair, 
certainly unkind, of a journal which boasts 
of its influence, to refrain from pub- 
lishing a single word of encouragement or 
honest criticism while the undertaking was 
struggling into life, to tell us now that 
“there were names on the directory which 
“inspired no general confidence, and which 
“ eonsequently commanded no support when 
“most needed for the new project.” This 
sentence is invidious and unjustifiable to an 
extremity. The directors were all well 
known members of the community, of the 
highest respectability and position, and all 
directly interested in bluff property. 

The practice of standing aloof from every 
undertaking thereby ensuring its failure, 
when a little energy would secure its pros- 
ferous establishment, is characteristic of 
this commanity which has no institutions of 
any description of its own. He who would 
andertake the initiation of any scheme, how- 
ever palpably sound and profitable it may be, 
should have the courage of Achilles, the 
effrontery of the Tichborne claimant, and the 
patience of Job. With these qualifications 
he may after three months of hard labour 
hope to interest abont one-twentieth part 
of the foreign residents of Yokohama, 
to find, when calling opon them to ratify 
their promises, that one-half of them lave 
changed their minds and prefer “ to see 
about it.” 


Tas Mai Nichi Shindun publishes a rumour 
to the effect that the treasure offices in every 
government department will be abolished next 
year and the business be conducted by officials 
belonging to the finance department. 


Owrne to a great failure in wheat crops in 
China, says the sume paper, the price of 
the grain has extraordinarily risen and the 
Komei Shokwai at Yokohama have contracted 
with a Chinese merchant to sell 500,000 yen 
worth of wheat, 


cena 
Tak same paper refers to a rumour prevnil- 


ing in Korea that the anti-progressionists in 
that country are so furiously excited by the 


ment, that they intend to surprise and to com- 
mit great outrage in a new drill ground where 
Korean soldiers are drilled by our Ensign 
Horimoto. 


Tur Choya Shinbun announces that Mr. 
Katayama, an official of the agricultural and 
commercial department has recently discovered 
a coal deposit at Tenjiozan in Idzu; a sample 
which he brought back from the mine is now 
under examination. 


A FoonisH report has been circulated to the 
effect that half a dozen prime movers in the 
Rengo Kiito Niadzukarisho propose another 
entertainment to celebrate the amicable 
settlement of that affair. Yokohama mer- 
chants are to be invited; but presumably Ja- 
panese only; for as Messrs, Hara Zenzaburo 
and Mogi Sobei are among the hosts it is to 
be hoped that no foreign merchant will accept 
the invitation, the charges preferred against 
them by these two persons in particular remain- 
ing uncorroborated and still not withdrawn. 

Tae Mai Nichi Shinbun announces that His 
Imperial Majesty the Mikado will be present 
at the Mita races on the 4th., and the Fukiage 
park races on the 10th. inst. 


Tuerr excellencies Yanagiwara and Nabe- 
shima, ministers in Russia and Italy, are ex- 
pected to arrive here about the 15th, inst, 


Tus Hochi Shinbun hears that an inter- 
national exhibition will be held in Amsterdam 
in 1883. 


Tau Choya Shinbun says a certain high 
official proposes to establish a company for the 
export of timber to China. The customs 
department so far favours the scheme that an 
application has been made to allow the above 
article to be exported free of duty. 

Counregrsit paper money continues to be 
daily detected. The, forgery has assumed a 
new form; by some ingenious process notes 
are frequently split in two whereby the sharp- 
ers are enabled to pass them twice over. The 
Nichi Nichi Shinbun, which affords this informa- 
tion, says the government are keeping their 
eyes open and that they are by no means 
inclined to credit Japanese with such consum- 
mate skill. 


Snow fell in Shinano on the 25th. and 26th. 
ult. when the ground was covered one foot 
deep. 

Tow Church Missionary Intelliyencer for 
October contains an article entitled * Japanese 
newspapers on Religion.” This consists of 
translations of two articles from a paper called 
the Rikugo Zasshi, and we doubt very much 
whether they wereever written by a Japanese. 
They bear evidence rather of being originally 
written in English, by an Englishmen, and 
then translated into Jupauese. We find qnot- 
ations from Buckle, Goethe, Moses, Danton, 
Lord Herbert of Cherbury, Comte, Frothing- 
ham, Bacon, and Neander{ We find references 
also to Manicheism, Postiviem, Natural Ree 
ligion, &. We do uot think any Japanese, 
writing in support of Obristinnity, has ever 
heard of Neander, Frothingham, Herbert of 
Cherbury, or Manicheism. The substance of 
the articles lies in the following senteuces 
“We believe the only religion that can 
satisfy the religious aspirations of the Japane 
ese people is Ohristianity ; and therefore our 


execution of Kiosuikaku by the Korenn govern-|\desiro is to atrain every nervo in spreading q 
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sit 


abroad, and thus, first, manifest the glory of 
God, and, secondly, preserve and promote 
virtue among our fellow-men.” 

The articles in which this passage occurs 
would be striking if they were the genuine, 
spontaneous utterances of a Japanese mind, 
published in a secular Japanese paper. It is 
as such they appear in the Church Missionary 
Intelligencer ; otherwise what is their value, 
or why should they appear at all? We in 
this coantry, however, believe that they are 
either wholly or partly the work of a for- 
eigner, and valueless as an indicator of the 
attitude of even a single Japanese towards the 
religions of the west. There is no note or 
remark informing the reader that the Rikugo 
Zasshi is a propagandist publication, and that 
the writer of the articles was either an Eng- 
lishman or American, and not a Japanese, 

Indifference was at one time believed to be 
the position of the mass of Japanese towards 
Christianity, but this is hardly the case any 
longer. Papers like the Choya and Hochi 
Shinbun now discuss its probable spread in 
the country, snd the effects to be anticipated 
therefrom. Translations of articles from such 
papers as these would be useful, for they 
show the general ideas of cultivated Japanese 
on the stibject. The articles from the Rikuyo 
Zasshi are worthless for this or any other 
purpose, except to show the views of 
issionaries. It would be as fair 9nd seagon- 
able to call a a amen to speak as to his 
own character ih a court of justice. 


Tue recent report of the inspector-gene- 
ral of Chinese Customs on opium in China 
has excited much interest in England. It 
shows from the amount of opium grown in 
China, as well as imported, that the number of 
Chinese addicted to the drag must be ver: 
small, Professor Douglas, of the ‘British 
Museum, writes to The Times showing, on 
general grounds, why the result attained b 
means of statistics by Mr. Hart should be 
probably accurate. The inepector-general 
believes that the number of Chinamen who 
emoke opium to excess has been much ex- 
aggerated, and Professor Douglas finds full 
confirmation of this belief in the superabund- 
ant population of the empire. An inveterate 
opium-smoker, he says, is never the father of 
afemily. ‘ If the general conditions of China 
were favourable to infant life, this, even if the 
number of inveterate opium smokers were 
greater than it is, would be of less account. 
But, se iu all eastern countries, the rate of 
infant mortality in China is very high. Bad 
hygienic surroundings, the carelessness of 
parents, the ignorance of the doctors, the pre- 
valence of epidemics, and in some few districts 
the practice of female infanticide, are destruc- 
tive causes which would tell more perceptibly 
on the census returns than they do if they 
were supplemented on the otherhand by ‘a 
noticeable failure of productiveness.” 


Accorpine to the Mai Nichi Shinbun, the 
government have decided to arm all forts 
defending streets with Krupp guns. The 
shells for these guns which are now being 
manufactured at the arsenals in Tokio and 
Osaka are of very superior quality. 


Tas Nichi Nichi Shinbun, Akebono Shindun, 
Maiji Nippo, Mai Nichi Shinbun, and Hochi 
Shinbun, were each sentenced to a fine of one 
hundred yen each yesterday for publishing an 
anewer forwarded by the kanji of the so culled 
Jiberal party in # preliminary examiuation 


pande by the procurater, 


Y|the example of the emigrants. 


Tus Hochi Shinbun says H. E. Iwakura 
intended to give up his appointment when the 
recent ministerial changes took place, but re- 
frained from doing so in accordance with the 
advice of certain high officials. He is now 
confined to his house by indisposition, and it is 
currently reported that he will shortly send io 
his resignation. 

In a paper published a short time since by the 
Société Asiatique of Paris, written by M. C. 
Imbault-Huart, of the French consular service 
in China, on the wars between China and 
Korea from 1618 to 1637, we find in a note 
the following interesting remarks on the 
emigration of Koreans across their own frontier 
to Russian territory. They are collected, we 
should say, from the Bulletins of the Gsograph- 
ical Society of St. Petersburg, 

The northern provinces of Korea possess 
a poor soil, and after 1860 bad harvests 
succeeded each other. In spite of these 
bad years, and the fact that poverty had 
become actual famine, the governors of Korea 
none the less continued inexorably to levy the 
taxes, and even increased them. In 1863, 
their position being henceforth intolerable, 
twelve Korean families decided to emigrate to- 
wards the Russian territory on the Amur, 
which, in spite of its fertility, is even now but 
little colonized by the slaves, These families 
were received with sympathy; they were en- 
couraged and supported, and the colony pros- 
pered. The news soon spread in Korea and 
incited other families to cross the frontier. In 
1865 two hundred Koreans were counted as 
established in the Amur territory. At first 
the Korean authorities regarded the movement 
with perfect indifference; but in 1870 they 
began to grow uneasy when they saw not only 
families but whole villages disposed to follow 
They endea- 
voured to stop this current which threatened 
to exhaust the sources of revenue. in a country 


'Y|but little inhabited ; they confiscated the goods 


of the emigrants, and overwhelmed with an- 
noyances such relations as they had left behind’ 
them in Korea. But this did not stop the 
emigration. The Russians, always receiving 
the Koreans with the same attention and 
humanity, gave them land and assisted them in 
every way, and the unhappy people needed all 
the aid given them. Frequently they arrived 
at the outposts famished and in rags, and 
more than once the troops shared with 
them the victuale which the government 
had sent round by sea from Europe for 
its garrisons in the Far Eust. 1n 1874 
there were in the country four thousand 
Koreans in thirteen colonies. These people 
quickly saw the superiority of European 
culture; Russian manners and customs were 
soon adopted by them. They built their 
honses in the Russian style, adopted the Rus- 
sian dress and Russian modes of husbandry. 
Even christianity made great progress amongat 
them, and half of the colonies already profess 
the Greek faith. In general the Koreans are 
peaceful and submissive; a kindly peasantry 
more resembling the Japanese than the Chin- 
ese, more friendly, more simple and more 
modest, more ‘good fellows” than the latter, 
and quite as sober and sensible. Thus the 
Russians, by a wise policy, have gained 
peaceable and laborious subjects, who cultivate 
for them one of the extr mities of the empire. 
The Korean government saw all this with an 
eye of wrath, and feer Russia even more than 
they hate her. Whut causes them most uneasi- 
ness is the knowledge that the refugees will 
teach foreigners the mysteries of their manners, 
lnnguage, and industries, hitherto kept ao 
gocret, 


Tus Ohoya Shinbun publishes a romour to 
the effect that Mr. Kuroda has proposed to 
continue the Kaitakushi as at present organized, 
but to decrease its expenditure to 600,000 yen. 
The cabinet is now discussing the matter and 
many sangi are said to be in favour of the 


proposal. 


Tar Korean government having decided to 
adopt the Japanese naval and military systems, 
their ambassador is endeavouring to engage 
the services of several officers as instructors. 


Tue custome retarns for October last shows 
the following figures. 


Exporte ... ... ... ... Yen 3,003,246.626 


Imports 2,398,364.890 
Excess of exports ... ... 604,653.736 
Export of specie and bullion 789,606 693 
Import =, oo» ow 380.000 


Tue new regulations for corporations have 
been completed by the law drawing office in 
the sanji-in and are being printed. 


Tue Mai Nichi Shinbun says: The races 
came off at Mita on Saturday last when Princes 
Fashimi, Higashi Fushimi, and Yamashiva 
were present. The following are the winning 
horses. 


, 
Ist race... 1. +  Jwakawa, 

2nd gg ee see eee wee Katerfelto. 
3rd pete tee eee eee Bon Rend, 
4th a r Kawakura, 
5th =, . - Katerfelto, 
Special ,, .. Yokosuka. . 


Tux Mai Nichi Shinbun says: In a previous 
issue, we mentioned that preparations were 
nearly completed for establishing a central 
bank which has been projected for the purpose 
of protecting direct trade: this scheme has 
been so secretly planned that even officials in 
the bank bureau were, for the most part, 
first informed of it by newspapers. It is said 
that Mr. Kato, the superintendent of the bank 
bureau, is the original proposer. 

A suzsipy, says the same paper, which was 
applied for by the proposed Kanno Gishe 
(a company for encouraging agriculture), pro- 
moted by Mr. Fugita and others was refused 
by the board of agriculture, works, and com- 
merce; we are now told that the projectors 
have modified their plan and -have decided to 
carry it out by their own exertions without 
asking for the government's protection. It is 
also said, Princes Arisugawa and Kita Shira- 
kawa, the daijin, sangi, governors of fu aud ken, 
and private gentlemen are among its members 
whose number already amounts to 16,200. 


Tar Choya Shinbun has the following 
notes :— 

The total amount of paper money consumed 
by fire at the premises of the printing office 
of the finance department yeeterday, is 710,015 
yen and 65 een, and the number of pieces of 
paper thus destroyed is 884,784. 

Tur expenditure of the judicial department 
will be increased from next year owing to the 
execution of the new criminal law and criminal 
procedure; the department have applied to 
the government to advance its annual expon- 
diture to one million yen, 


Argat fire took place in Osaka the day 
before yesterday (6th iugt.) and deatroyed ub. u. 


[gue huudred-bouses, 


$12 


Tar same paper informs us of a speculation 
which has caused a sudden fluctuation in the 
money market. 

A merchant named Abeki in Koshu borrow- 
ed 2,000,000 yen from the specie bank on 
national bonds to the value of 3,vU0,000, and 
with this paper money he purchased 2,500 
bales of raw silk which he mortgaged to some 
foreign house and obtained a certain sum of 
specie. He sold out $750,000 at the stock 
exchange and thus effected a sudden fall in the 
price of specie. 


Mr. Hayasnt, editor of the Zobotu Mai 
Nichi Shinbun has been sentenced to imprison- 
ment for one year and a fine of one hundred 
and fifty yen for violation of the press laws. 


Tue Nichi Nichi Shinbun says that the 
Riwjio-kan being about to be despatched to 
China, is making preparation for the cruise. 


A seveze gale prevailed in Yato, Iwate-ken, 
on the 21st of last month, the steamer Hosho- 
maru went ashore ou the sand, and the sailing 
vessels Hotoku-maru, Yuho-maru, Fukuyeemaru 
and Taihei-maru were wrecked. Seven people 
on board the Hotohku-maru were lost. 


Targe seems to be some little misunder- 
standing, from what we hear, of the recent 
action among the principal eilk dealers of 
Yokohema, who have put up notices in their 
houses that the reeling-musters of silk will 
not be allowed to remain in custody of the 
purchasers, Upon investigation the matter 
appears to be this. Neither the dealers not 
the merchants of the interior wish to prevent 
foreign purchasers from reeling a¢ many sam- 
ples hanks as they choose from the parcels 
under process of purchase; but they object 
to these hanks remaining in the possession 
of the purchaser without being weighed with 
the parcel. Strictly speaking, thie is a fair 
demand, but it is of too small importance to 
have called for » meeting of the dealers or 
have led to any discussion, because no foreign 
aaa would object to weighing the sample 

anke with the bulk, or of returning the sam- 
ples to the seller, if merely asked to do 60. We 
are anxious to set at rest any ideas to the con- 
trary that Japanese dealers may have. The only 
object the buyer has in retaining samples is to 
have a record for reference upon receipt of 
information from the consignee respecting the 
outturn and classification pf the parcel 
in Europe. We understand a good many 
buyers have an idea that the derlers object 
to any reeling eamples being taken during 
purchase; but they sre not correct in their 
supposition, They may reel to the full extent 
of their wishes, bat they must weigh the 
hanks reeled with the bulk purchused. There 
is nothing unfair in the demand, but at the 
same time Japanese should understand they 
must not attempt to inform merchants of the 
interior that this has been a grievance, because 
they always had the option oj demanding that 
the samplethanks should be weighed or to take 
them away; and no foreign house would have 
dcmurred, 


Tua Mai Nichi Shinbun has the following 
items:—The general assembly composed of 


governors of fu and ken sat for the first time | oq cultivation of lands, 


yesterday. 


—— 
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I Ne ee CE TY 


Konsaxs are scrapulously particular on the}lopment of national reseurces becomes of 


score of dress. Some of them were recently | secondary importance. 


practising gymnastics at the Toyama military 


What we desire to point out now is 


obstruct a free use of their limbs. The inetruc-| ing the twelve years 1868-79 rice exported and 
tor mildly suggested that on future occasions| imported is givea as follows, which we con- 
they should appear in European costume. The| trast with real statistical returns faroished by 
simple-minded Koreans were horrified at the| the customs, thus :— 


proposal : they said they could change neither 
their dress nor their shoes without special 
permiasion of their sovereign, and that it would 
be wrong for them even to think of doing so. 

After having spoken to this effect, our con- 
temporary adds, their wounded feelings found 
relief in tears. 


A kica coal deposit has just been discovered 
at Kateura in Awa and an application has 
been made to the government for a tris] work- 
ing. Strong hopes are entertained of the mine 
hereafter proving a valuable source of wealth 
to the fortunate discoverers. 

Tra merchants in Tokio, Kioto, Kobe, Osaka, 
and Uji have decided on the establishment of 
factories with an estimated expenditure as 


« Manifesto.” Real. 
yen. yon. 
Export valued at.. - 9,122,680 11,600,583 
Import» « 81,266,257 17,660,729 


Excess of import......... 12,118,624 (sic) 5,970,197 


The Japan Mail in its translation calls 
attention to the inaccuracies in this greap of 
figures, and then falls into such errors of 
translation and notation iteelf that the reader 
becomes hopelessly mystified. Thus says the 
Mail :—“ According to the returns of foreign 
trade in 1879, the value of imports was 
8.368 yen and that of exporte 0.1417, per 
head, the excess of imports being therefore 
0.6256 yen.” The figures in the manifesto 
we will now contrast with the real figures taken 
from the customs returns of trade for the year 


under :— 


Tokio ... ... °... Yen 250,000 
Osaka: 255 ei » 150,000 
Kobe sce ei eee » 100,000 


His Imperial Majesty the Mikado reviewed 
the regiments of guards at Hibiya to-day (6th 
inst.) 


Tue Choya Shinbun hears that H. E. Iwa- 
kura has tendered his resignation but does 
not believe the report. 


Tue Hochi Shinbun hears a rumour to the 
effect that the present organization of the 
cabinet is about to be changed. 


Tue Choya Shinbun says that paper money 
to the amount of 842,950 yen and 60 sen, was 
destroyed by fire yesterday at the premises, of 
the government printing office. 


Acoorpima to the N.-O. Daily News of Nov. 
25th., the agent of the Mitsui Bussan Kwaishs 
in Shanghai had received a telegram announc- 
ing that the silk diffculty in Japan had been 
settled. In communicating this intelligence to 
the N.-C. Daily News, the agent added ‘the; 
result is a complete victory for the Japanese.” 
This telegram, we may reasonably infer, was 
forwarded by the Mitsui Busean Kwaisha in 
Tokio, of which Mr. Masuda is the chief; nnd 
significantly reflects the opinions entertained 
by the promoters of the Rengo Kiito Nindsu-. 


karisho of the effect of foreign “ compromise,” N 


as it has been facetiously called. 


Tus Hochi Shinbun publishes « document 
purporting to be a manifesto of s benevolent 
society for the promotion of agriculture, in 
which statistics are handled with a startling 
freedom indicative of a desire to establish the 
undertaking at all hazards, and for that purpose 


to deceive the unwary by false figures. This| 


nndertaking, we believe, applied for, bat was 
te ised, geet nent snpport and subsidy ¢ and 
ite project is to advance money, of course 
without interest or other object of ulterior 
profit or advantage, for improved and extend- 
Extension of agricul- 


ture means increased production, and thie by; 


ending June 30th, 1879 :— 


“Manifesto.”  Eeal. 

yen. 
0.8618 
0.7083 
0.1485 
es 


Imports per head .. 
Exports ,. 


Excess of imports ... 


These exaggerated figares are, of course, in- 
troduced to preface the unwarrantable state- 
ment that 16,275,158 yen in specie was drain- 
ed from the country for abroad in that year, 
difficulties to the national floances ensuing. 

As the “manifesto” relies upon figures to 
support ite argumenta; and as all those we 
have been able to examine are grossly incorrect, 
the remainder must be regarded as wholly un- 
trustworthy. Yet this is but one instance of 
the reckless manver in which figures are 
manipulated with what we cannot hesitate to 
call a culpable intention to deceive which 
would place the promoters of a company on 
such bases in Europe in the prisoners’ dock. 


Tus friends of the crew of the U. 8. Alert 
will be glad to learn of that vessel’s movemente 
since she left Yokohama on the 16th October 
last ; we therefore publish them as received 
this morning (8th inst.) with our thanks to the 
considerate sender :— 


Has. 
Aanivan), y, Poms vi 
Oct. 18) 60 |Hino misaki... 
» tl 10 WE vas sessesene] 
ov. 1 10 
» il 4 
» $17 8 
» 18 3 
» 19) 4 
» «288 . Shimonoseki..| 


» & 


We had delightful wenther till we came to 
Obe Hato Bay, from which time till now 
(24th Nov.) we have had variable weather, 
mostly cold, rainy, and windy. 


Our sporting readers will be glad to learn 
that the three well-known ponies Rose, 
Shamrock, and Thistle have been purchased 
by Mr. Panl for the handsome sum of $3,500, 


itself is highly commendable ; but an earlier 


‘tae Korean ambassador visited the foreign | measure, and one essential to successful farm 


office yesterday and opened negotiations for a | ing, is proper provision for carriage of produce race meeting. 


reviaion of the treaty of commerce exisisting 
Vetwoen Japa und Korua 


to central markets, Until this is carrted out 
id to furipere and ethers ag a mene of doves 


and that they will soon arrive here from 
Shanghai to take part in the forthooming 
Shamrock won four races 
and Rosa two eventa at Inat Shanghal meeting, 
Ching Marit, 


the un- { 
academy when their clothes were found to| warrantable inaccuracies in the statistics. Dur- ‘> 
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Hate Reports. 


In Her Bartanntc Masesty’s Soprews Court 
For CHINA AND JAPAN. 


Before N. J. Hannen, Esq., Act. Chief Justice, 
and 
R. A. Mowat, Esq., Assistant Judge. 
18th. November 1881. 


° 
Between A. Lanaretpt ann S. Marers, carry- 
ing on bnainers under the name or style 
of Lanore.pt anD Maregs, Plaintiffs and 


Appellants, 
and 
Maer E. Green, Defendant and Respondent. 
Jupoment. 


This is an appeal from Her Britannic Ma- 
jesty’s Court for Japan. 

In September 1871 the appellants recovered 
jodgment agninst the respondent for a sum 
(including costs) of $445.25, They took no 
steps to enforce the jadgment—on the ground, 
as they allege, that the respondent promised 
to pay if time were given to her—till 
Febraary 1879 when they bronght an action 
on the judgment, claiming, in addition to the 
sum thereby awarded, $300 by way of inter- 
est. In their petition the judgment upon 
which they sued was stated to be a judgment 
of ‘ Her Britannic Majesty’s Court at Kan 
gawa,” but when the decree was pnt in, it 
was found to be headed “In Her Britannic 
Majesty's Supreme Court for China and 
Japan,” and to be, moreover, senled with the 
seal of the British Consulate at Kanagawa, 
and with no other, It further appeared in 
the course of the respondent’s ense that the 
petition in the first suit had been headed 
“In Her Britannic Mnjesty’s Court for 
Japau "—n court which at that time bad not 
been established. 

In the jadymont under appeal the judge of 
the court below says—“ Now the judgment. 
“ produced by the plaintiffs, and upon which 
“their claim to succeed mnat rest, is entitled 
“‘In Her Britannic Majesty’s Supreme 
“Court for China and Japan.’ eS eceket ps 
“It is not signed, and ig senled only with the 
“Consnlate seal of Kanagawa. It does not 
“therefore profesa to be a judgment of Her 
“ Britannic’ Majesty's Court at Kanagawa, in 
“which the plaintiffs say they recovered 
“judgment; and if, on the other hand, it 
“he a jadgment of the Supreme Court for 
“ China and Japan, there is nothing to show 
“that it has been certified under the real 
“of tho Court.” He accordingly gives judg- 
ment for the defendant, but without costs, 
and it is from that the present appeal is 
bronght. 

The first point, as it appears to us, 
that we have to determine is, in what 
Court the decree produced by the appel- 
lants was actually pronounced. The canse 
was heard at Kanagawa in Japan by the 
then Acting Assistant Judge of the Supreme 
Conrt for China and Japan, who had been 
under Sec. 38 of the Order in Council of 
1865, appointed by the judge of that court. 
to visit in a jndicial capacity the conrt at 
Kanagawa and there hear and determine 
any enses pending or that might arise in its 
district. We think it clear that ander snch 
circumstances the Asristant Judge or the 
Acting Assistant Jadge did not become the 
jodge of the Provincial Court, but as simply 


the Asriatant Jadge or Acting Axssiatant 
Judge of the Supreme Coart on circuit, and 
that consequently the decree in question was 
adecree of the Supreme Conrt, as (except 
for the neal) it puryorted to be. . We think 
it unnecessary to enlarge upon this point, 
an this view was taken by Sir E. Hornby, the 
Jadge of the Supreme Court at that time, in 
a decision given by him in 1872—subsequent, 
thas is, to the judgment now under considera- 
tion. Even if our own view did not agree 
with his, we shonld on such a point as this 
feel ourselves bound by it, but, as we have 
stated, we should, independently of that 
authority, have come to the same conclasion. 

The second point—one made rather by the 
respondent's connsel than one relied upon by 
the Judge of the court below —is onsily dis- 
posed of. It is founded upon the incorrect 
hending of the first petition, but we consider 
that this was cured by the appearance of the 
respondent by counsel, and the fact that no 
objection was taken to the petition on that 
ground. Had objection been so taken, or 
had the hending of the petition been other- 
wise brought to the notice of the Acting 
Assistant Judge, it would have been amended 
as a matter of course. 

There remains, then, only the difficulty of 
the seal, and that is a difficulty which, wo are 
conattained to hold, is fatal. The seg) axed 


to the decree is not the seal of the oourt in 
which inonr opinion the decree wag pro- 
nonneed. That it was ‘be Only geal over 
used in the court—that there was no other 
seal available—that it was used, moreover, as 
the archives of this court show, in deference 
only to instrnctions from his official chief 
(the then Acting Jndge, the Iate Mr. 
Goodwin) to the Acting Assistant Jndge 
who had requested to be furnished witha 
seal of the Snpreme Court for use at Kana- 
gawa—none of these circumstances can avail 
againat the respondent who relies npon the 
irregularity, purely technical thongh it is. 
We are of opinion, however, that, in order 
to avoid what wonld otherwise be a grave 
miacarringe of jnstice we can properly under 
Rule 172 give the appellants leave to amend 
their petition by alleging that the jadgment 
was the jndgment of the Supreme Court, 
and to substitnte for the decree sealed with 
the Kanagawa Consulate Seal a decree in the 
same terma sealed with the seal of the 
Snpreme Conrt. Both parties will then be 
at liberty (if the case cannot otherwise be 
settled—na course which we strongly recom- 
mend) to re-argue the appeal upon these 
amendments, the respondent having leave in 
addition to argue that they could not pro- 
perly be made. There will be no costs to 
either parties, either below or here, up to 
this point. 


Orpee. 


Let the plaintiffs have leave to substitute 
for the decree of which exhibit B is a copy 
the decree accompanying this order and to 
amend the petition in the court below by 
alleging that the jndgment sued upon was 
the judgment of the Supreme Conrt and let 
both parties have leave to re-argue the appeal 
upon these amendments tho defendant having 
leave to contend that these amendments 
could not properly be made and let the case 
come on for argument on Monday the nine- 
teenth day of December next when the court 
will hear the parties or their counsel or will 
take into its consideration their written 
arguments. 

Each party to pay their own costs up to 
the date of service of the present order. 


ay 
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Before N. J. Hawven, Esq., Acting Chief 
Tustice. 


18th November 1881. 


Between Wituram Atreep Matcotm, trading 
at No. 73 Yokohama undec the name 
or style of Matcorm, Witicox & Co., 
Plaintiff and Appellant, 


and 


A. Surra, Master of the British Steam-Ship 
Commonwealth, Defendant and Respondent. 


JupaMent. 


This i an appeal from a jadgment of Mr. 
Wilkinson, Acting Law Secretary and Consul, 
sitting in Her Britannic Majesty's Court for 
Kanagawa. The judgment was in favor of 
the defendant and the plaintiff has appealed 
on the grounds that the decision is contrary 
to the evidence and bad in law. 


After going through the evidence and the 
arguments of the counsel I cannot see that 
there is any foundetion for either of theso 
objections. 


The two points for decision appear shortly 
to be these. 1st—Did the damage complained 
of come within the exceptions of the Bill of 
Lading, and 2ndly—IE it did, was negligence 
on the part of the defendant made ont. 


I am of opinion that the damage com- 
complained of did come within the excep- 
tions. The damage was due to one of two 
causes, either the breakage of the casks or 
the insufficiency of them. If it was due to 
the breakage of the casks, it was clearly 
within the exception. The meaning of the 
words ‘breakage’ may I think, be gathered 
(if it needs any explanation) from the jadg- 
ments of Justices Grove and Denman in 
Thrift and Youle (L. R. 2. C. P. D. 432.) 
Grove J. there says—‘ The words, in the 
“ Bill of Lading simply mean that if the 
“* goods shipped are injared by rast, or if the 
“casks containing them become leaky or are 
“ broken, the shipowner is not to be answer- 
“able.” And Denman J. says—‘“ By the 
“uso of the word ‘ breakage’ it was merely 
“intended that the shipowner should be 
“absolved from liability in respect of goods 
“broken during the voyage.” 


Moreover in this case I cannot say that 
there is any evidence to show that there was 
any damage done to the casks bofore they 
were attempted to be moved by the divers, 
and the evidence of the divers shows that 
the casks were in such a state that they 
could not be moved without breaking. This 
condition was in my opinion produced by 
the inherent vice of the bleaching powder. 

But supposing the breakage to have taken 
place on the voyage and to come within the 
exceptions of the Bill of Lading, the plaintiff's 
Connsel contends that negligence must be 
inferred unless rebutted by the Defendant. 
This is not so. Once damage is brought 
within the exceptions of the Bill of Lading, 
it lies upon the Plaintiff to show negligence 
before he can recover. The Coart below 
sitting as a Jury has found that no negligence 
was proved, and even if I disagreed with this 
finding, which I do not, I should be very 
loath to disturb the verdict of the Court, as 
it had all the witnesses before it. 


The judgment below is therefore affirmed 
with cost. 


NICHOLAS J. HANNEN. 
Acting Chief Justice. 


! 
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Between the Java Sea avo Fire Insurance 
Company and the Srconp ConontaL Sea 
and Fire [nscrance Company by J. P. 
von Hemerr, Pluinlifs and Appellants, 

and 


Francis Avaustos Cope, Defendant and Res- 
pondent. 


Tupement. 


This is an appeal from Her Britannic Ma- 
jesty’s Court at Kanagawa and I am of 
opinion that it must be dismissed with coats. 

I folly agree with the court below that 
where a charge of fraud ia relied upon either 
by plaintiff or defendant, it must be distinct- 
ly raised by the pleadings. The connsel for 
the plaintiffs and appellants argues that the 
conrse of pleading in Her Majesty’s Conrts 
in China and Japan precluded the plaintiffs 
from alleging fraud in reply to the defen- 
dant’s answer, but it is to bo observed that 
Rule 56 only says that no farther pleading 
after answer shall be allowed “except by 
special leave of the conrt.” Leave might 
have been applied for to filoa reply to the 
answer if the plaintiffs intended to rely upon 
fraud, or as was snggested by Mr. Wilkinson 
the petition might have been amended. 

Tcan only say that the judgment does not 
appenr to me to be contrary to the evidence 
but fully in accordance with it, there being 
no evidence to rebut that of Captain Winsor, 
of the defendant and of Mr. Becker who 
swore that a distinct agreement was made 
with Captain Winsor tbat the commission 
was to be five per cent. 

Having come to tnis conclusion upon the 
above two points there remains no further 
point of law to be determined so far as the 
Plaintiff's and Apyellant’s petition of appcal 
is concerned, but with regard to the answer 
in appenl I must uot be taken as over-ruling 
the defendant’s and respondent's preliminary 
objection that the appeal should be dis- 


missed on the ground ‘that security 
was not given within the prescribed 
time. The objection seems to me to bea 


very strong one, but having arrived at the 
above conclusion npon the merits it becomes 
Unnecessary to give a decision npon the tech- 
nical objection. Judgment affirmed with 
costs. 


[L.S.] NICHOLAS J. HANNEN, 


Acting Chief Justice. 


In tue U.S. Consutan Generan Court. 


Before Gen. T.B. Van Buren, Consul-Genral. 
Wednesday, 23rd. Nuv., 1881. 
Osaki v. Martans & Co. 


This case was ndjonrned from yesterday. 

Mr. Shimeozu acain appeared for the plain- 
tiff and Mr. Weiller for the defendants, 

Mr. Shimeozu said he had bronght two 
more witneeses and requested that they 
might he examined. 

Achemoto warned said:—I went with 
Osake to Mr. Marian’s office on the 4th. 
inst. T saw the defendant. Mr. Osake asked 
Mr. Marian whether the skins had arrived 
Mr. Marian said he did not know. This 
was in Mr. Omya’s store. Mr. Ishisake was 
also with ns. Mr. Osnke went first to Mr. 
Marian’s store. We returned as soon as Mr. 
Mavian had answered Mr. Osnke. The con- 
versntion was in Japanese. No one but 
ourselves was present at the time. I think 
it was a cloudy day. I am certain it 
was on the 4th. inst. It was ou a Monday. 


T have not talked minutely with the 
plaintiffs ahont our going there on the 4th. 
instant. T talked with them two or three 
times abont it. The plaintiffs told me they 
were going and asked me to go with them: 
The attorney for the plaintiff told me to come 
here. Mr. Osake did not speak to me last 
night, This ense has heen talked about in 
Mr. Omya’s store bnt I do not know what. 
has been said. Nothing was said about the 
day of the month, I did not make a written 
memo ahont going to Mr. Marian’s store. 

Schenasake warned anid:—I am a denler 
in foreign clothing. I know Mr. Marian. I 
went to Mr. Marian’s store with Mr. Osake 
on the 4th. inat. Mr. Osake asked if the 
rabbit skins had arrived. Mr. Marian said 
he did not. know Mr. Achemoto was with us. 

Mr. Weiller cross-examined but. elicited 
nothing farther than what had been atated by 
Achemoto. The witness was somewhat ram- 
bling and incoherent and did not. appear to 
appreciate the searching catechism he was 
subjected to. 

Mr. Weiller then addressed the conrt and 
called attention to the great discrepancy 
between the allegation contained in the peti- 
tion and the evidence given by the plaintiff 
and his witnesses, and also to the manner in 
which they had contradicted one another, and 
conelnded by urging that judgment might 
be given for the defendant. 

His Honor cal'ed the attention of the 
connsel for the prosecution to the imperfect 
manner in which his case had been atated 
and explnined the law relative to contracts. 
apie reserved ; court adjourned sine 

ie. 


Friday, November 25th, 1881. 
Jupaxenr. 


Thia action, bronght in the name of Oanki 
Yoshisnke, as sole plaintiff. is to recover 
damages for the non-delivery of 300 dezen 
rabbit skins, according to the terms of an 
alleged contract. between snid plaintiff and 
Mr. Morris Marians of the defendants’ firm. 
The evidence discloses the fact that Osnki 
was an employé of Omiya Yeisuke, and that. 
the latter was therefore the trne plaintiff. 
As, however, it was contended that hoth men 
were more or less interested, the complaint 
was by consent of defendant's counsel, 
amended hy adding Omiva as a plaintiff. 

The evidence established the fact that a 
verhal contract was made between the parties 
on the 26th of Octoher Inst, for the purchase 
and sale of 300 rabbit. skins, to arrive on the 
8rd of the present month. The defendants 
were to furnish, and the plaintiffs to receive 
and pay for them at the rate of five dollars 
and forty cents per dozen. 5 

The plaintiffa cansed a writing, in Japan- 
exe, to this effect, to he written, and renled 
with Omiva’s neal, and delivered to defend- 
ants, and defendant delivered to them two 
dozen rabbit skins, as samples, with which to 
compare those contracted to he delivered. 

T have no doubt that auch a contract. under 
the existing state of the law under which we 
citizens of the United States are living here, 
was legal and binding npon the defendants. 

No statute of frauda exiats here—“ more’s 
the pity,” and therefore no memorandnm 
signed hy defendants or a part payment by 
the plaintiffs, waa necessary. 

While therefore anch character of contracts 
are not illegal, they are not looked npon with 
favor by our Courts, on account of the 
difficulty they entail in getting at the exact 
terms, 


Tt is somewhat difficnlt for instance, in the 
verbal agreement under considerntion, to 
jadge whether the. time of the expected 
arrival of the goods was intended to be 
material, 


Some discrepancy exists in the evidence, 
ag to when they did arrive—one of the plain. 
tiffs anying the vessel anchored in the harbour 
at 9.30 of the evening of the 3rd inst., and 
one of the defendants, that she reached here 
ou the 4th, and this lntter is the date given 
in the public prints. It is clear that the 
skins were not obtained possession of by the 
defendants nutil the Sth, and that on the 
afternoon of that day, they senta message 
to that effect, to the plaintiffs, 

The boy who carried this message says 
that he told Osnki that Mr. Marians wanted 
him to come at once to his place, to which 
Osaki replied that the day was anplensant, 
and asked the messenger to state to Marians, 
that he (Osaki) was not at home. 

He did not go to defendant's place, nor 
did his co-plaintiff, or any one on their behalf, 
and the defendants waiting until after bnsi- 
ness honrs, and receiving no call from the 
plaintiffs, sold the skins to a third party, 

This course was taken, as is stated by Mr. 
M. Marians, for the reason that on several 
previous occasions of contracts with the sume 
parties, goods had been left upon their (defen. 
danta’) hands or they had been obliged to 
reduce the contract price. Having therefore 
an opportanity of selling the skins at a 
higher price than agreed to be paid by the 
pluintiffs, they disposed of them, after giving 
the plaintiffs a reasonable Opportanity of 
taking them. 

The fifth of the month it appears, waa 
Saturday, the next day of conrse being Sun- 
day, a divs non, On Monday, at about 11 
o'clock, the plaintiffs demanded of defendants, 
the delivery of the goods, but made no tender 
of the price, 

What ia to be considered a “reasonable 
time,” as used in this connection, is difficult 
to determine. The manner in which con. 
tracts of this nature are so frequently violated 
in this commanity, without apparent remedy, 
has inclined me to look upon the efforts of a 
merchant, not. positively illegal, for his own 
protection, with complacency. What might 
be considered sharp practice where mercantile 
integrity is held in more valne than money 
enpital, may here be looked upon as natural 
acta of self defence. if 

Osaki and two witnesses, who profess to 
have gone with him, testify that they visited 
defendants’ place on the 4th inst. and asked 
for the skins. This is positively denied by 
Mr. Marians and his banto. 

The evidence is directly conflicting. The 
witnesses on the part of the plaintiffa main- 
tained their positions, notwithstanding a 
tigid cross-examination by the court, insist 
ing that this visit was made on the 4th of the 
month, bat one of them, on being asked, 
what day of the week it was, stated it was 
on Monday and the other was unable to say, 
what day. 

Monday was the 7th, on which it is ad- 
mitted on all sides, a demand for the sking 
was made at defendants’ place. 

Tam inclined therefore to believe, that the 
visit and demand referred to by these 
witnesses, was that of the 7th, and that no 
such demand was made onthe 4th. Bat, all 
things considered, I do not consider the fact 
very material 

No tender of the contract price was made 
by the plaintiff, on cither day. Sneh tender 
is material-to be shown in order to recover 
damages. 
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“Tbe payment or tender of the price is, in 
such cases, a condition precedent, implied in 
the contract of sale, and the buyers cannot 
take the goods, or sue for them, without pay- 
ment; for thongh the vendee acquires a 
right of property by the contract of sale, he} 
does not acquire a right of possession of the 

a, until he pays or tenders the price.” 
ind Kent. 493. 


It is therefore clear that, under, the evi- 
dence, the plaintiffs cannot maintain their 
action: Firat the goods did not arrive on 
the Srd, and the contract was of no effect, 
and second, no tender of the price was made 
by the plaintiffs. 

I wish the court had the power of punish- 
ing both parties, for entering into such lovee 
and indefinite contracts. Hardly a day passes 
but the determination of just such contracts 
occupies the time and attention of some of 
the nomerous courts in Yokohama, and 
although, on a multitude of occasions, these 
different courts have commented on their 
vagueness and uncertainly, and counselled 
more care in their preparation, no improve- 
ment seems to have been made, and the old 
ways are pursued. 

“ An ounce of prevention is worth a pound 
of cure,” is an old proverb, and it is never 
more forcibly illustrated than in the matter 
of contracts. 

‘lhe complaint is dismissed, and the plain- 
tiffs ordered to pay costs. 

The sample skins deposited in court will 
be returned to the defendants. 


(Signed) THOS. B. VAN BUREN, 
Oonsul-General and Judge of the Oourt- 


Is H. 1. G. M. Consctarz Cover. 


Before Ep. Zarre Esq., Oonsul. 


F. Vox Fiscasr Esq. and M. Buscuasp Bsq., 
Assessors. 


Monday, 28th. November 1881. 
Bo. Fisonsr & Co., v. Junius Mansion & Co., 


This case was adjourned on the 17th. 
instant when the farther hearing was fixed 
for to-day. 

Mr. Weiller again represented the plaintiffs. 
The defendants appeared in person. 

After several witnesses had been examined 
the court was adjourned until the 7th. 
December on which date judgment will be 
given. 


Friday, December 2nd., 1881. 
Ep. Frscuer & Co. v. Junius Mauston & Co. 


This case was adjourned until to-day when 
judgment was given. 

The plaintiffs’ olaim consisted of the fol- 
lowing items:—$515.71 for 250 cases kero- 
sine ; $428.88 advanced in cash to the master 
of the schooner August Reimers belonging to 
defendant ; $296.82 to cover the short pro- 
ceeds of the sale of a consignment of sugar 
on which plaintiffs had advanced $16,000; 
$18.90 for difference of exchange between 
Yokohama and Takao. Boside this, plaintiffs 
claim the cost of the bill of exchange protest 
amounting to $4 for a draft of $1,259.77 
drawn on defendant, which was not accepted 
and returned under protest, 

To this demand the defendanta opposed 
elim of $1,500.27 os being the amount of 


And as to the question: whether the de- 
fendant Von Hemert is or is not responsible 
towards the plaintiff for the results of the 
alienation of the said security : 


Considering as # point of law, that a lien 
on furniture (Art. 1196 ef seg. Netherlands 
Civil Code) can only exist if the furniture 
constituting the creditors’ security has been 
placed and has remained in the ponsession of 
the said creditor or of a third person agreed 
on by the parties. 

That thus, in this instance, from the mo- 
ment when the defendant Von Hemert wus 
able to enter into ion of the said 
farniture with a rightful title, the security 
of the debenture holders was annulled. 


And whereas in virtue of Art. 585 et sg. 
of the same oode the holder of farnitnre nt 
once becomes easor without any possible 
recourse, dispute, or claim by the simple fact. 
of being in possession in good faith and by 
legal means. 

And whereas in this instance no doubt can 
be cast on these conditions of good faith aud 
legality : 

That in fact Vou Hemert in pressing for 
the sale of the farniture of the Grand Hotel 
had the consent of all the debentnre holders 
as well as of the custodians of the security. 


That the letter addressed by John Grigor 
to Von Hemert on the very day of the sale 
cannot be considered as a real opposition. 


That to be of avail an opposition should 
have been offered in one of the forms 
provided by the law (Saisie-arret ow Saisie- 

ition) and that mogeover at a later date 
tbe said John Grigor gave to the defendant 
Von Hemert complete approval and discharge 
as appears from the agreement of the 12th. 
May 1879. 

That therefore the sale of the furniture of 
the Grand Hotel, that is to say, the alienation 
of the security of the debenture holders has 
been ratified by themselves as well as by the 
custodians of the said security, and also by 
John Grigor attorney for the plaintiff 
Septimus Short and conformably to the 
declaration of the latter dated 7th. April 
1881, holder at the time of the sale of tha 
ten debentures which are the subject matter 
of the present action. 

Considering lastly, that itis established by 
the documents prodaced in evidence that 
sixty-seven debentures were still in circuln- 
tion at the time when Von Hemert paid for 
his purchase of the furniture of the Grand 
Hotel, and that the fands were distributed 
by him among the holders of the said deben- 
tures: 

That in consequence all the debentures 
relating to the furniture of the Grand Hucl 
were paid off in proper time by the defendant, 
and that according to conditions duly agreed 
on before hand by the parties, 

For these reasons t= 

The Netherlands Consular Court declares 
that the defendant became possessor in good 
faith and by legal means in conformity with 
Art. 587 of the Netherlands Otvil Code and 
non-suita the plaintiff Septimus Short, o: 
demning him to pay the costs of the cout. 

Thus done end adjudged at.a public siting 
of the Netherlands Uonsular Court comp sed 
of F. @. Soribe Consul and president, Menara, 
Wolfs and Roynders assessors, the lat. Lu. 
comber 1881, 


(Signed) BG. Serta, President. 


J. Wowrs, \ 
GWE AREY pens, f 


damage done to them by plaintiffs through 
the sale of a consignment of 4,600 bags of 
brown Takao sugar. 

After summing up the evidevce and re- 
viewing fairly and impartially the arguments 
adduced on both sides, the court ordered 
the defendants to pay the plaintiffs firm 
$1,259.77 (say one thousand two hundred 
and fifty nine dollars seventy seven cents), 
with 6 per cent. interest from 12th. Jane 
1881, also $4 for draft, and to pay the costs 
of the proceedings. 


——— 


In Tae Neraertann’s Consutak Court. 


Before F. G. Scripe, Esq., Acting-Consul. 


J. Wotrs Esq. and C. W. Rerxpggs Esq. 
Assessors. 


Thursday, Dec. 1st., 1881. 
Sgprmus Snort v. J. P. Vow Heuer. 


This case was adjourned on the 2nd. Nov. 
until to-day in order that the court might 
have time to consider its judgment. 

Mr. Lowder again represented the plaintiff 
and the defendant appeared personally. 

The court opened at the 10 a.m. when the 
president read the following 


JupeMeENt. 


The Netherlands Court at Yokohama has 
delivered the following judgment in the case 
of Septimus Short v. J. Ph. Von Hemert. 

The plaintiff states in his petition of 12th. 
Sept. 1881 :— 


That he is in possession of ten debentures 
payable to bearer of five bundred dollars 
each issued the 18th. August 1878 by the 
manager of the Grand Hotel, No. 20 Yoko- 
hama and secured by the furniture of the 
said establishment. That the defendant J. 
Ph. Von Hemert put the said furniture up 
to sale without the consent of the plaintiff 
who, by this act, has lost the security for his 
debentures. 

That moreover he has never received any 
money resulting from this sale. 

He therefore prays the Netherland’s Conrt 
to enforce payment from Von Hemert of the 
value of teu debentures belonging to the 
plaintiff, in all, five thousand dollars, together 
with interest on sach other sum as the court 
may adjudge. 

The defendant J. Ph. Von Hemert admits 
that he pressed for the sale of the furniture 
of the Grand Hotel which met with no legal 
opposition either on the part of the share- 
holders or of the custodians of the security, 
and farther that he became e 
said furniture, but by a rightfal title, 

He therefore prays the Netherland’s Con. 
eular tribunal to nonsuit the plaintiff and to 
condemn him to pay seven hundred and fifty 
dollars for expenses and damages. 


Having seen and examined our order for 
the appearance of the parties before the 
consular court dated 19th. October 1881, 

Having seen the other documents in the 
case: é 

Having heard the parties and a witness: 

Considering as matters of fact, that Sep- 
timns Short is in possession of ten debentures 
payable to bearer secured by furniture: that 
the said furniture used in the Grand Hotel 
No, 20 Yokohama was put up for anle in 
Jone 1878 and that the defendant Von 
Temert becamy the poaseravy uf i | : 


” 
” 


Peer Be 
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Iv H.B.M. Court vor H1ogo AND Osaka, 
at Huogo. 


( Hiogo News Report.) 
Before W. G. Aston, Esq., Acting Consul and 
Judge. 
Friday, the 2nd day of December, 1881. 
Reggina (on the prosecution of WaTanase 
Mamta, Acting Superintendent of Cus- 
toms) versus THE Honaxone anp SHano- 
Hat Bangixa Corporation. 

The summons in this case had been made 
returnable on the preceding Wednesday, but 
when then called on the hearing was post- 
poned at the request of the defendants. 

Mr. Creagh now appeared for the Customs 
authorities 

Mr. Montague Kirkwood appeared for the 
Bank, and stated that he was not yet aware 
whether defendants were before the Court 
or not. 

Mr. Creagh remarked that they had already 
appeared on the previous occasion, and that 
the case had been simply postponed to suit 
their convenience. 

Mr. Kirkwood did not know whether they 
were there as accused or defendants, so that 
it was impossible for him to say whether 
they pleaded guilty or not guilty. 

The summons was then read, the effect of 
which was that the defendants were called 
upon to sbew cause why three boxes of 
treasure belonging to thm shonld not 
be confiscated for being dealt with con- 
trary to regulation III of the regulations 
under which trade between Great Britain 
and Japan is conducted ; to wit, for contain- 
ing prohibited articles. 

Mr. Kirkwood thought it was the duty of 
the prosecutor to state distinctly whether or 
not the Bank was treated as accused or 
defendants. The proceedings were entircly 
distinct. If criminal the Bank could not 
give evidence, but if civil they could. 

Mr. Creagh remarked that the Customs’ 
authorities simply claimed the confiscation of 
certain packages, and the proceedings were 
brought under section 91 of the Order iu 
Council. 

Mr. Kirkwood said the Court conld not 
proceed summarily in a charge of infringing 
the Treaty asa criminal charge. It was a 

rial of an offence. . 

Mr. Creagh said the Bank was not accused 
of anything. The Custom Honse officers bad 
found prohibited articles in certain boxes of 
treasure, and claimed to have tlie boxes con- 
fiscated. 

His Honour said that if there were no 
offence there could be no confiscation. He 
had not yet heard that Mr. Kirkwood con- 
tended it was not right to claim on account 
of an offence. 


Mr. Creagh remarked that the mode of 


procedare was only pointed out by Section 
91. 

Mr. Kirkwood understood the charge was 
to be dealt with as a criminal charge, and 
that being the case he had several preliminary 
objections to take. First, as to the form of 
the summons. The form is not known to the 
Court or to the rules of the Court. he 
mode of procedure Iaid down in all criminal 
charges will be found in the Suprome Coart 
Rules. Rale 281 states that ‘‘in every case, 
whether the charge is or is not such as may 
be heard and determined in a summary way, 
the Conrt shall proceed if the accused is not 
already in custody, either by way of summons 
to him (Form 82), or by way of warrant for his 
apprehension in the firat instance (Form 33), 
pocording aa the nature and girgumatances of 


the case require.” Form 32 should therefore 
in this instance be followed, which has not 
been done. The order to appear does not 
order the defendants to appear in the name 
of Her Majesty, which is necessary in any 
criminal charge. Further, the defendants are 
ordered ‘‘ to show cause.” This form cannot 
be entertained by this Court. How can the 
defendants be asked to show canse on a 
criminal charge why they are not guilty? It 
is for the prosecution to prove them guilty. 
There has been no sworn statement as men- 
tioned in the Rules, and the defendants are 
not called upon to show cause. Rule 151 
governs and defines such ordors, which can 
only be made in civil cases and after certain 
proceedings are filed. 


The next objection was to the Castom 
House proceeding under the 91st Section of 
the Order in Council. Section 84 states that 
if any British subject in China or Japan 
violates any Treaty, &c., [The learned gentle- 
man quoted the section in full] he shall be 
deemed guilty of an offence against the 
Treaty, and on conviction thereof under this 
Order shall be liable to a penalty not exceed- 
ing the penalty stipulated for in the treaty.” 
Section 86 defines the penalties. [Quoted] 
They are thus limited to imprisonment for 
any term not exceeding three months, with 
or without hard labour, and with or without 
a fine not exceeding $500, or a fine not ex- 
ceeding $500, withoct imprisonment. It is 
apparent that the claim made in this case is 
for a breach of treaty, the punishment is 
limited to $500, and therefore the matter 
cannot be dealt with under Section 91. 

Article XIX of the treaty distivctly men- 
tions penalties. [Quoted]. 

The third objection is that if the Court 
decides it has jurisdiction to proceed under 
Section 91 of the Order in Conneil, then the 
Court, being a Provincial. Court, is limited 
in powers of punishment toa fine of $1,000 
ander Section 71. It appears therefor that 
if the Court proceeds sammarily under Sec- 
tion 91, it cannot comply with article VII. 
of the Austro-Hungarian Treaty. Further, 
if the case is dealt with under Section 91 in 
a summary criminal way, there is not under 
the Rules, any power to grant a special case. 
He could not deny the Court’s jurisdiction, 
but he denied its power to proceed criminally 
when punishment was over $1,000. If the 
case is brought civilly there is no limit to 
the Court’s jurisdiction; criminally there 
was. Again, as to form he would refer to 
Role 282. The present was not a sworn 
statement, but a summons not known to and 
without precedent in any British Court in 
China or Japan, 

His Honour disclaimed any responsibility 
as to the from of the summons. It had been 
prepared from information furnished by the 
Superintendent of Customs, and he experien- 
ced much difficulty in ascertaiaing what was 
actually wanted. As to the (‘ourt’s jurisdic- 
tion, he considered that, although, the amount 
exceeded $1,000, the Court had jurisdiction in 
cases involving a breach of the 'l'renty. 

Mr. Creagh said that the defendants had 
claimed the benefit of the Austro-Hungarian 
Treaty, Article VII. of which stated that 
“ any case involving a penalty or confiscation” 
should be tried by the consular authorities. 
There was clearly no limit. Under the 
Treaty with Great Britain the Japanese 
Government could have confiscated these 
boxes without taking any proceedings. The 
Austro-Hungarian Treaty provided for these 
claims being settled by the consul; the defen- 
dants being British subjects had claimed the 
benoit of this provision under the fayonred 


nation clause in the Treaty with Great 
Britain, and they conld not limit its effect 
under the Order in Council. The Austro- 
Hungarian Treaty was also subsequent to 
the Orderin Council. 

Mr. Kirkwood said he was quite aware 
there was no limit in civil cases. 

Mr. Creagh :—I presume you appear for 
the Bank now ? 

Mr. Kirkwood :—I do not know at present, 
but I take exception to the proceedings go- 
ing on. 

His Honour :—Have yon decided whether 
the case should be brought in the form of a 
criminal charge? 

Mr. Creagh:—I do not contend anything. 
lam prepared to accept your Hononr’s raling 
for the purpose of forwarding the case. 

His Honour:—Will you alter the sum- 
mons P 

Mr. Kirkwood: — We are here to show 
cause. It is not for me to suggest to the 
other side how they should charge us. 

Mr. Creagh: — The Trade Regulations 
speak of articles being forfeited to the gov- 
ernment. Nothing is said as to the charge 
being criminal. Section 91 of the Order in 
Council merely defines the mode of proce- 
dure; that is, the same as in a summary 
criminal charge. The Custom House makes 
a claim, it is for the defendants to show why 
the claim should not be granted. 

His Honour:—The Bank is charged with 
a breach of the Regulations. 

Mr. Creagh :—Yes.'' With trying to pass 
prohibited articles. 

His Honour:—Perhaps thesummons should 
bea little more distinct, or a writ of error 
might be granted to upsot all the proceedings. 

Mr. Creagh thought it would answer all 
purposes if the summons were altered to 
shew that the Bank tendered the goods for 
shipment. He had not seen the summons 
until aftor it had been issued. 

His Hononr :—I supplied the Superinten- 
dent of Castoms with a form of summons, 
bat he took no notice of it. 

Mr. Kirkwood :—I shall refuse to accept 
any amendment until it is served upon me. 

Mr. Creagh:—I must then ask for an 
adjournment. 

His Honour then adjourned the court for 
half an hour. 

On resuming a new summons issued in the 
meantime was read, in which the defendants 
were charged with attempting, on the 7th of 
October, 1881, to ship three packages of 
goods, to wit three boxes of treasure, con- 
taining prohibited articles. 

Mr. Kirkwood said he now appeared as 
counsel for the Bank, and would plead soz 
guilty. 

Mr. Creagh said the proceeding could be 
considerably curtailed if the defendants would 
make certain admissions. 

Mr. Kirkwood asked what admissions. 

Mr. Creagh :—First, that uncoined Japan- 
ese gold was in the boxes. 

Mr. Kirkwood :—I admit uncoined gold 
was in the cases, but not Japanese gold. 

Mr. Creagh :—That these two documents 
were presented on behalf of the Bank at the 
Custom Honse for the purpose of procuring 
the shipment of the three boxes. 

Mr. Kirkwood :—I do not admit that. 

Mr. Creagh :—Then I may just as well go 
on and prove my case in the ordinary way. 
May it please your Honour: On the 7th of 
last October seven boxes of treasure were 
brought to the Castom House for shipment, 
and two applications in the ordinary form 
sigued on behalf of the Hongkong and 


j Shanghai Baul, Prom information they had 
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received the Custom House officials detained 
the boxes for examination. The Chinese 
employés of the Bank who brought the boxes 
returned to the Bank, and soon afterwards 
came back with Mr. Butt, the Accountant, who 
desired to know why the boxes were detained 
contrary to the regulations. These boxes 
were all sealed with the Bank’s seal, and it 
had previously been the practice to pass 
boxes unopened when so sealed. The Cus- 
toms’ officer refused however on this occasion 
to part with the boxes, and Mr. Butt, went 
away. He subsequently returned with Mr. 
Longford and some others. After further 
conversation on the subject, it ended by the 
boxes remaining in the custody of the 
Customs, and they were opened the follow- 
ing day, when three of them were found to 
contain urcoined gold. The other four boxes 
have been returned to the Bank, and the 
present proceedingsare brought for a confisca- 
tion of the three in which the uncoined 
gold was discovered recreted. Mr. Grigor, 
the Agent of the Bank, wrote subsequently 
that the treasure belonged to some Chinese, 
and the Bank disclaimed all responsibility. 
The Custom House however, refused to re- 
cognize any owner except the Bank, by whom 
the applications to ship had been made. 
The question really at issue seems to be 
whether uncoined Japanese gold is liable 
to confiscation or not. In considering 
this it is necessary to go back to the 
condition of affairs before any Treaties were 
made by Japan. Then the export of all 
articles was/probibited, and it follows that 
any permissipn to export must be derived 
from those compacts. Article X. of the 
Treaty with Great Britain says that “coins 
of all description (with the exception of 
Japanese copper voin), as well as foreign gold 
and silver uncoined, may be exported from 
Japan.” As permission is specially given for 
the export of foreign gold, I contend that Japa- 
nese uncoined gold cannot be so exported, 
under the rule that “the express mention of one 
thing implies the exclusion of another.” In 
support of this contention I refer to Broom’s 
Legal Maxims, page 665. It is there stated 
that “ where certain specific things are taxed, 
or subjected to any charge, it seems pro- 
bable that it was intended to exclude every- 
thing else, even of a similar natare, and, 4 
Sortiors, all things different in genus and des- 
cription from those which are enumerated.” 
Foreign uncoincd gold being expressly men- 
tioned, and native gold, uncoined, not men- 
tioned, it follows from the rule referred to 
that the export of native uncoined gold is 
prohibited. Supposing merely for the sake 
of argument that there is any ambignity in 
the meaning of the Treaty, 1 now refer to 
the intention of the framers of the Treaty.— 

His Honour :—Where is that to be found P 

Mr. Creagh:—In the diplomatic corres- 
pondence respecting trade with La? ae re= 
sented to Parliament. In a letter dated the 
21st of Feburuary, 1860, from Sir Rutherford 
Alcock to Lord John Rossell, it is said, re- 
ferring to the export of kobangs, ‘I have 
never had any doubt that this was contrary 
to the spirit of the Treaty and the intention 
of the Contracting parties. Although it is 
stipulated in the Regulationa of Trade, 
Article 7, that} gold and silver coin may be 
imported free of duty, and in class IV., 
having reference to exports, it is again enu- 
merated as an exception to the rule, which 
sanctions a duty of 5 per cent on all articles 
of Japnnere produce, it is nowhere said that 
either gold or silver may be exported, And 
Mr. Harris, the American Minister, who 
fromed the troaty npon which our own was, 


with slight discussion or alteration, moulded, | the general rule that the burden of proof lies 
distinctly declares that it was never contem- | upon the party who substantially alleges the 
plated to make the export of gold and silver sitirmiatiee: Tho exception is this, that when 
legal, with or without duty.” [The book|the subject matter of the allegation lies 
was handed in.] peculiarly within the knowledge of one of the 
Mr. Kirkwood :—I object to that being] parties, that party must prove it. whe- 
received in evidence. If the book is only| ther it be of an affirmative or a negative 
referred to it is another thing. character, and even though there bea pre- 
Mr. Creagh said be was only referring to | sumption of law in his favour.” This prin- 
it at present, but considered he was entitled, | ciple is surely in accordance with common- 
under the circumstances, to show the inten-| sense, and ia illustrated in the passage 
tion of the framers of the treaty. He then| following that quoted by a case which 
continued :—Matters remained in the state|seema entirely on all fours with the 
mentioned until the tariff convention of| present one, as it was also bronght to 
1866 was entered into. This tariff was aub-| recover a penalty. ‘“ Thus, where an action 
stituted for the former, and is stated to be| for penalties was brought under the old law, 
read with the first treaty, and, in fact to be| against a person for practising as an apothe- 
taken as part of it. Class II., Duty Free| cary without a certificate, the plaintiff would, 
Goods, of this new tariff is as follows :—| independent of this exception, have been 
“Gold and silver, coined. Gold, silver and | bound to prove the want of a certificate ; for 
copper uncoined, of Japanese production, to) first, though the allegation was made ina 
be sold only by the Japanese government | negative form, its proof was essential to the 
at public auction.” Thus, after this con-| plaintiff's case, and next, the law might fairly 
vontion came into force, gold and silver coin | presume that the defendant would not trans- 
could be exported, but Japanese uncoined | gress the provisions of a statute ; still, as the 
gold, silver and copper could not be exported | defendant was pecaliarly cognisant of the 
unless first sold by the Government at public | fact, whetber or not he had obtained a certi- 
auction. Now the only alteration since made | ficate, and if he had obtained one, could 
as regards these metals, has been the removal| have no difficulty in producing it, the 
of uncoined copper from Class II. to Class| law, which is founded on general conve- 
IV. which admits of its export upon payment | nience, compelled him to do so.” Upon 
of an ad valorem duty of 5 per cent. The|the same principle exactly, it is peculi- 
way in which this was done has an important | arly within the knowledge of the defendants 
bearing upon the present case. The Japan-| if the nncoined gold found in the boxes is 
ese Foreign Minister sent a notification | either of foreign production or hns been sold 
to the Representatives of the Treaty Powers|at public auction by the Japanese Govern- 
announcing that the Government had deter-| ment, and they can have no difficulty in 
mined ‘to place copper on the same footing | proving that sach has been the case. I will 
with the other articles of trade, and allow the | now call the witnesses for the Custom House, 
same to be freely exported at a duty of five|and I submit that, for the reasons I have 
per cent calculated ad valorem.” Sir Harry | given, when supported by their evidenco, the 
Parkes acquiesced in this construction of the} Customs’ authorities will be entitled to a 
Treaty, and accepted the arrangement asa| decision for the confiscation of the three 
provisional measure, pending the senction of | boxes of treasure seized on the 7th. of Octo- 
the Home Government. This notification | ber. 
and Sir Harry Parkes’ despatch concerning | Mr. Creagh then called :— 
it appear published in the Nagasaki Times—| George William Butt, who, being doly 
then the official organ of the British Con-| sworn, stated:—I am the Acconntant of the 
sulato at that port—on the 27th of March,| Hongkong and Shanghai Bank. The signa- 
1869. [Handed in for inspection.) It is| tures to those documents are mine. Thoy 
apparent that the framers of the Convention | are applications for permits to ship seven 
of 1866 treated Japanese gold, silver and | boxes of treasure on behalf of the Hongkong 
copper, uncoined, as being all in the same|and Shanghai Bank, they are dated 7th. 
category, aud that they could not be legally | October. There is no mention in them off 
exported unless first sold at public auction | uncoined gold [applications handed iv]. I 
by the Japanese Government. When it was| did not oriooully with the boxes to the 
considered desirable to permit the export of | Custom House. I went afterwards, because 
uncoined Japanese copper without its being | the Custom House officials wanted to open 
parchased at public auction from the Go-|the boxes. I could not allow this on my 
vernment, it had to be made the subject of a|own responsibility. On my return to the 
special notification and arrangement. No| Bank I referred the matter to the Agent, and 
such notification and arrangement has been | left it in his hands. This was on the 7th. 
made as regards Japanese uncoind gold and| October. I did not go back to the Custom 
silver, and they are now in precisely the same | House. I did not of my own knowledge 
condition as Japanese uncoined copper was be- | know the boxes contained anything beyond 
fore being removed to Class IV., that is, only | the bullion specified in the application. I 
legally exportable after being sold at public| am not aware if I was told they did by any 
auction by the Japanese Goverment. I admit, | officer or employé of the Bank. I knew 
without any reserve, that the present case| afterwards on the same day. I knew of the 
fails if it can be shown that the uncoined| rumours of gold bars being in the boxes 
gold found in the boxes is either of foreign | through an employé of the Bank. 
production, or been bought from the Japanese| Cross-examined by Mr. Kirkwood :—I do 
Government at public auction. I submit, | not know who packed the bozes, buthelieve the 
however, that the responsibility of proving | Chinese. Nobody told me the Chinese did it. 
that that bullion comes within either of these| Rokubi told me they were packed by the 
exceptions lies upon the defendants, It is} Chinese. I firstsaw the boxes on the 7th 
manifestly impossible that tha Government | October, at the Bank, packed and sealed. I 
could pire a negative of this kind. On this| never saw the contents. When I applied for 
point I refer to Taylor on Evidence, Ed, 1878, | the permits I had no idea that anything but 
nge 844, It is there laid down that“ the| the coin as mentioned in the permits wae in 
gislatare has adopted a principle, which| the boxes, I have no power of attorney 10 
the common Jaw also recognises, and which | sign for the Bank. No proceedings have bres 
thay here be noticed ps a second exception te, taken againshms for higning. 
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Re-Hxamined:—'the Bank has shipped 
treasure at other times. I signed the applica- 
tions in the routine of my duties. 

Miaki, warned to speak the truth, stated :— 
I am chief of the examiners at the Custom 
House. On the 7th October seven boxes of 
treasure were brought from the Hongkong 
and Shanghai Bank to the Custom House. 
About 8.80 some Chinese came with the boxes 
to the examination place with applications 
for permit to ship. Those are the two appli- 
cations. I had previously received orders to 
examine all boxes of treasure, and not these 
alone. In consequence of these instructions 
my suspicions were aroused and I took the 
weight of these boxes. One box marked to 
contain $2,500 weighed more than it would 
have done if it contained $2,500, and I 
ordered the Chinese to open all the boxes. 
The Chinaman said he could not do this of 
his own accord or for his own convenience, 
and he returned to his master to report. 
The'same Chinaman returned in company with 
Mr. Batt. Mr. Butt said in English the 
treasure was not the property of the Hong- 
kong and Shanghai Bank, but was sent in 
conformity with the statement made by the 
Chinese. ‘Ho had sent for the Chinaman and 
requested me to wait until the Chinaman 
came. Soon after this Mr. Longford, Mr. 
Butt, another foreigner, and some Chinese all 
camo together. : 
was Mr. Grigor. Mr. Longford told me that 
the boxes did not belong to the Hongkong 
and Shanghai Bank, and they could not say 
anything about what was in them. They did 
not know if anything was inside or not. At 
this time it was very late; too late for ship- 
ment, and Mr. Longferd asked that they 
might be allowed to take them back. I 
think Mr. Longford in saying this acted as 
interpreter. Ogata, who had been to the 
Superintendent’s house, returned at this 
moment. Ogata and Mr. Longford had a 
short colloquy, the purport of which I do not 
know exactly. When Mr. Butt came first he 
pointed out the Bank’s seals on the boxes. 
‘When Mr. Longford’s and Ogata’s colloquy 
waa finished, Ogata told me it was settled 
that the boxes should be left at the Custom 
House for the night. Mr. Butt and myself 
then took the weight of the bores, and they 
were placed in the Bonded Warehouse and 
e watchman was put over them for the night. 
Mr. Butt asked me to defer opening the 
boxes. He made no other request. At 2.30 
on the following day I opened the boxes in 
the presence of Mr. Aston, Mr. Creagh, Mr. 
Upton and some Chinamen. Box No. 1,268 
contained a piece of uncoined gold, box 1,269 
ove piece, and box 1,190 22 pieces. When 
opening the third box it was nearly 8 o'clock 
and Mr. Aston went home. I handed over 
the gold to Ogata. Mr. Longford had said 
that the boxes were not the property of the 
Hongkong and Shanghai Bank and they 
could not say if anything was inside or not. 

Crogs-examined by Mr. Kirkwood :—I re- 
ceived orders from Ogata on the morning of 
the 7th. October to examine all boxes of 
treasure carefully. These boxes were the 
first received after such instructions. Ogata 
gave no reasons. He had suspicions and told 
me to be careful. Ido not know from what 
source Ogata received information that made 
him suspicious, The ancoined gold bad no 
particular mark on it. 


J. H. Longford, being sworn, stated :—On 
the 7th. October Mr. Aston was in the coun- 
try, and Mr. Grigor, Mr. Butt and the Com- 

radore of the Hongkong Bank came to m: 
ouse and told me there was a difficulty wit 


fhe Customs in regard to the shipment gf Bank's messenger to open the cases, The! 


I think the other foreigner, 


some bullion; that some treasure had been 
placed in their bands as security for advances, 
and had been sent to the Custom House for 
shipment to Shanghai in charge of Chinese 
in the usual manner. The Chinese had 
returned to the Bank and said the Cus- 
tom House wished to open the boxes 
and examine them. This being unusual 
Mr. Bntt had gone down and enquired 
the reason, and at the same time had 
sent word to the owners of the treasure of 
what had happened. Mr. Butt went to the 
Custom House and the officials persisted in 
opening the boxes. He informed them the 
treasure was not the property of the Bank al- 
though in their charge; that they had ad- 
vancod against it, and this being the case he 
could not give permission to open the boxes. 
Mr. Butt returned to the Bank; the mes- 
senger sent to the owners’ house had also re- 
turned, and he stated the owners had gone 
to Osaka, but he had ascertained from some 
of the employés that in addition to the specie 
mentioned in the permit there was uncoined 
gold there. Mr. Batt reported this to Mr. 
Grigor, and the three came to consult me as 
to what was to be done. Mr. Grizor appear- 
ed much annoyed, and was anxious to 
impress upon the Custom House that the 
Bank was ignorant of gold being in the boxes 
beyond what was specified in the application 
for a permit. I went to the Custom House 
with him. The evidence of Miaki is incorrect 
in some particulars. [ said toa Custom House 
official (it was 7 p.m., dark, and I conld not. 
now recognize him) that the Bank were not 
the owners, their interest being confined to 
having advanced upon it; that it was given 
to them ‘as security, and being so held was 
shipped in their name; that they believed 
the boxes contained ballion, as specified in 
their application for the permit; that they 
had no knowledge when applying for the 
permit of anything being concealed in 
the boxes, and if upon examination any- 
thing was found, they would have nothing to 
do with it. I did not give the Custom House 
officers the benefit of the information already 
ascertained that uncoined gold was in the 
boxes. The officer who had come in while 
Twas talking could not give any further 
answer than that be had seen the Saperin- 
tendent and had been ordered to put the 
boxes in the godown for the night. I asked 
them to give a receipt, with the marks, aud 
weight. What was stated as to my having 
asked that the boxes should be returned is 
entirely incorrect. Mr. Butt told me that 
when he went in the first iustauce and they 
wished to examine the boxes, he said he would 
take them back, as the owner was not there. 
I made no such request. I told them I 
belonged to the English Consulate. The 
Consul was away and I acted officially,—not 
as interpreter for Mr. Grigor. 

The court adjourned until 9 a.m. on Satar- 
day. 


Saturday, the 3rd day of December, 1881. 


Mr. Creagh called Ogata, who being warn- 
ed to speak the trath, stated :—1 am chief 
of the Entry Office, Japanese Customs, 
Kobe. I remember seven boxes of treasure 
being offered for shipment on 7th October. 
The usoal application for a permit was 
made. Those are the applications. About 
8 o'clock on 7th October the Hong- 
kong and Shanghai Bank presented those 
two applications to the Entry Office of the 
Custom House. They were sent round to 
the Examining Room, Abont 8.80 Miaki 
reported to me that he had proposed to the 


Bank’s messenger replied that he must tell 
the Manager first, and he went away. 
About 4 o'clock Mr. Butt came with two 
Chinese. He said the seven boxes were not 
the Bank's property, and therefore he 
did not know what was inside. He wanted 
to take them back without passing them 
through the Custom House. I told him that 
although he declared it was Chinaman’s 
property, it was stamped with the Bank’s 
seals, and that it must be opened in the 
Custom House and then passed. I told Mr. 
Butt to bring the owner, and Mr. Butt told 
me he was away in Osaka and could not 
come to the Custom House. I then said the 
Custom House would take charge of the 
boxes in the Custom House Godowns, and 
when the Chinaman came, they could be 
opened in his presence. Mr. Butt said he 
would think it over, and went away I 
had been to Mr. Takahashi,s house and 
reported what had happened, and he 
instructed me to put the boxes in the 
godown. When I arrived at the Custom 
House it was about 6 o'clock and I found 
there a gentleman from the Consulate, I 
think Mr. Longford, Mr. Butt and another 
gentleman, I think Mr. Grigor, and two or 
three Chinamen. Miaki told me this was a 
gentleman from the Consulate, and intro- 
doced Mr. Longford. I then told Mr. Long- 
ford what had passed at Mr. Takahashi’s 
house. I told him it was too late and the 
boxes would be kept, as I had been instruct- 
ed by the Superintendent. Mr. Longford 
interpreted what I told him to the gentlemen 
from the bank, and asked me to give a 
receipt for the boxes placed in the godown. 
I told him I could not give a receipt for the 
amount stated, but conld for weight. Mr. 
Longford said please have the boxes put in 
the godown and give receipt tor weight. I 
think he went away first. In the presence 
of Mr. Butt and two Chinamen Miaki weigh- 
ed the boxes and examined the seals. I put the 
weight down in my memo book and they were 
placed in the godown. Mr. Batt went away, 
telling me to give the receipt to the China- 
men. I made ont the receipt in Japanese and 
English, and two boys were put to watch the 
boxes. On the next day we waited until 11 
o'clock, and as no one came from the bank to 
be present at the opening of the boxes, we 
sent a verbal message to the Bank, asking 
them to be present when the boxes were 
opened. Some gentleman in the Bank told 
the messenger to speak to the Chinaman. 
We then wrote to the Bank to be present at 
2.30 o’cluock, When the boxes woald be 
opened. At 2.30 Mr. Aston and Mr. Grigor 
came to the Custom House, and Mr. Aston 
asked me if I knew anything about the trea- 
sure boxes. I said yes. Mr. Grigor then 
told me (throngh Mr. Aston) that the boxes 
of treasure were not the property of the 
Bank, bot belonged to.a Chinaman, and 
therefore he could not tell what the boxes 
contained. They might contain something 
that was prohibited, but the Bank was 
not responsible for what they contained. 
I said, although you say the boxes were 
entrusted to you, the application was pre- 
sented by the Bank, so that in the Custom 
House the Bank will be considered the own- 
ers. of the boxes. Mr. Grigor showed me 
some letters and other papers from the 
Chinese, in proof that the owners were China- 
men. “I do not know what these meant, 
There were many and I do not remenber. I 
asked whether the boxes were open or nailed 
oP when they were brought to the Bank, 

. Aston, as interpreter for Mr. Grigor, 


asid they (wore. opon at that time, Mr, 


TH 


Grigor said the application was made on the 
faith of the Chinaman’s statements; he did 
not examine the contents. He said, as it 
was & serions matter, not to make the 
Bank’s name poblic. I told him I would 
speak to Mr. Takahashi, but when the boxes 
were opened, if they contained something 
besides what was named in the application 
they would look to the Bank. T told him 
again the Custom Honse would not allow the 
boxes to be opened in the presence of China- 
men ; some one from the Bank must be pre- 
sent. Mr. Grigor said that as the boxes did 
not belong to the Bank, no one from the 
Bank would be present. I told him unless 
some one from the Bank was present the 
Custom House could not open and examine 
the boxes. Mr. Grigor then said the China- 
man was not back from Osaka yet, the Bank 
had nothing to do with the boxes, and the 
Custom House might open them or not as 
they liked. I then said I should doso. Mr. 
Aston, Mr. Grigor and Mr. Upton stopped 
8 few minutes and then went away. I 
have stated all I recollect, but it being 
s long conversation I may have forgotten 
some of it. I requested Mr. Aston to ask Mr. 
Grigor to make a written statement address- 
ed to the Superintendent of Customs. I had 
the boxes opened in presence of Mr. Aston, 
Mr: Upton, Mr. Creagh and two or three 
Chinamen. In the first box opened there 
was a gold bar. I was not present at the 
opening of the other boxes. After all were 
opened, twenty-four pieces, bars or lamps of 
gold, were found. They weighed in all 
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replaced in it. 
out of the first box opened. When I received 
it from Miaki I made it up into six packages. 
Fukuda packed it. 
was no particular reason for making six 
packages. They were about the size of the 
paper. 
Custom Honse. 
no uncoined gold now. -The six packages 
were placed in box 1,190 becanse there was 
room. All the boxes were full when they 
came to the Custom Honse. When the 
boxes were opened and gold was taken out, 
the coina were not repacked in the eame man- 
ner; some boxes had space to spare, some 
had none. 
and we did not open the others. Fukuda 
had charge of the gold, and I think he kept 
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All the gold was not taken 
I was present. There 


All six are now in box 1,190, in the 
The other two boxes have 


There was room in box 1,190, 


tin the safe. Mr. Miles was present when 


the gold was put in box 1,190. 


Mr. Creagh then asked if the Court took 


judicial notice of the Treaties and Conven- 
tions. 


His Honour :—Yes, of those entered into 


with Great Britain, but not of the Austro- 
Hungarian Treaty. 


Mr. Creagh :—The proceedings are taken 


under it, a8 the defendants claimed the bene- 
fit of it under the favoured nation clause. I 
understand then that the British Treaty of 
1866, and Sir Harry Parkes’ correspondence 
respecting copper are within the judicial 
notice of the Court P 


Considerable discussion here ensued, and it 


was ultimately decided by the Oourt that the 
correspondence respecting copper and the 


231b. 120z, I had the gold wrapped up in letter of Sir Rutherford Alcock mentioned by 


paper in six packages and stamped with my | 
seal over the edges, and left them with Faku- 
da, the Cashier. On the 14th some one from 
the Mint, Ido not know who, came down and 
examined the gold. I found my stamp the 
same. The packets wore oponed and the gold 
shownand then it wasrepacked as before. This 
was done in my presence and I again sealed. 
On the 22nd, when the three boxes were to 
be sealed by the British Consulate, I told 
Fukada to bring out the gold, and the six 
packages were put in box 1,190. . I examined 
the seals on the packages and found them 
untampered with and the same as before. 
The three boxes were sealed in presence of 
Mr. Miles of the British Consulate. 


Croes-examined by Mr. Kirkwood :—I gave 
instractions to Miaki to examine all boxes 
of treasure brought to the Custom House on 
the 7th October. I think between 12 and 1 
o’clock. I was instrncted to do so by the 
Saperintendent on that day. I do not 
know that Mr. Takahashi received a letter 
on that or a previous day which induced 
him to give those instractions. I bave 
not seen any letter. I waa not present 
when any information was given which in- 
duced the Custom House to open the boxes. 
I heard by report afterwards. I was not told 
afterwards what led to the opening of the 
boxes. Ido not know who I beard give the 
report. I du not know who gave information 
which led to suspicion as to the contents. 
Mr. Takahashi is in Tokio. I do not know 
that he has taken all documents with him. 
Mr. Watanabe is in charge of the Custom 
House. Ido not know if he keeps all cor- 
respondence. I was present when the first 
box was opened. Afterwards I was some- 
times present and xometimes not. I did not! 
see the contents of all the boxes. I was 
sometimes in the room, sometimes ont of it. 
I took the gold. One box was opened and 
the contents were, | think, replaced be- 


!uot punishable. 
‘bad, or what was the effect of the gold being 
in the boxes, was not to be considered. 


boxes. 
fore a second box was opened, and so on.| which 


Mr. Creagh in his opening conld not be ad- 
mitted in evidence unless proved in the or 
dinary way. 
that the gold could not be prodaced in Court, 
because, under the Austro-Hungarian Treaty, 
it had to remain in the godowns of the Cus- 
tom House until a decision was given. 
also said he had finished his case. 


Mr. Creagh then mentioned 


He 
Mr. Kirkwood said that his task had been 


greatly facilitated by the course adopted by 
the prosecation. He thought a much stronger 
case would have been made ont than had 
been, although he was at a loss to know why 
an attempt to ship is an offence for which the 
Bank should be punished. As Mr. Creagh 
had sat down and had no farther witnesses, 
he had no farther right to address the court. 
He had been a good deal surprised by the 
way in which the Custom House had dealt 


with the case. The Bank had been charged 
with a crime or an offence, and it had clearly 
been shown by the witnesses for the prosecu- 


|tion themaelvea, that the Bank were entirely 


innocent of having anything to do with 


{placing the gold in the boxes. But even if 
|the gold were put in, it was put in foolishly, 


was therefore no offence, and consequently 
What object the Chinese 


It 
was the intention of the Bank when applying 
for the permits which was the trae element 
in the case. If they had no intention to 


apply for the shipment of what was not 
specified in the application, 
could be no offence. 
simply for the purpose of showing that 


then there 
I shall call witneseca 


the Bank ie innocent of all improper 
intention in the matter. It is also necessary 
for me to shew how it was that saspicion 
arose on the 7th. of October ; how the Custom 
House officials thought it their duty to adopt 
the unusual course of detaining the Bank's 
I may state that the way in 
these suspicions were aroused 


The gold taken out of the first box was not'has met with general condemnation in 
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commercial circles in the East. It 
is my duty to show the actual facts con- 
nected with these unusual proceedings. The 
charge is for attempting to ship gold in 
boxes. Your Honour will observe the ma- 
terial part of the summons is short and 
simple, ‘Attempt to ship.” Now the form 
of the sammons is most extraordinary. To 
begin with there is no evidence of there 
being any irregularity in§ an attempt 
to ship sufficient to convict. Before there 
could be any conviction the attempt to ship 
must be proved. In the next place there 
was no evidence adduced to show what had 
been attempted to be shipped. No single 
statement had been made to show what the 
Custom House really wanted— 

Mr. Creagh was sorry to interrupt, bat 
must recall that they asked for a confisca- 
tion of the three boxes. 

Mr. Kirkwood :—Not since the court re- 
commenced. The present case commenced 
at 8.80 o'clock and there had been no appli- 
cation for a confiscation. 

Mr. Creagh remarked that he had mention- 
ed the matter in his opening. 

Mr. Kirkwood :—I do not think so. The 
summons ordered the defendants to appear 
and be dealt with according to law, so the 
Court had to deal with the Bank and not 
with the goods. The only point made at all 
was that the gold was Japanese uncoined 
gold. I would like to know where Japanese 
uncoined gold is prohibited from exportation. 
The English Treaty nowhere prohibits it. 
Foreign gold is mentioned, but there is 
nothing at all about Japanese uncoined 
gold. Whatever appears in the English 
Treaty mnst be read in connection with the 
Convention of 1866, in accordance with the 
first two articles thereof. Now the Tariff 
attached to the Convention of 1866 contains 
in the clearest possible manner four classes. 
In the Import Tariff gold and silver coined 
and uncoined appear among daty free goods. 
In the Export Tariff we find as prohibited 
goods :—rice, paddy, wheat and barley, four 
and saltpetre. We also find under the head 
of Daty Free Goods, gold and silver, coined, 
gold, silver and coppor unooined, of Japanese 
production, to be sold only by the Japanese 
Government at public auction. Now, if it 
had been the intention to prohibit the export 
of Japenese uncoined gold the first article in 
the list of probibited goods, the first and 
most important, would as I contend have 
been Japanese uncoined gold. The fact of 
ita not being prohibited is made clearer by 
the words at the end of the Class subject 
to an ad valorem duty of five per cent., 
where it speaks of all other unenumerated 
goods being exportable. Cousiderable stress 
has been laid upon the fact that this 
is Japanese uncoined gold, and it is 
alleged that the onus is cast upon me to 
prove that it is foreign gold, or Japanese 
gold sold at auction. Now the quotation 
made by Mr. Creagh from Taylor had no 
application to the present case, but was one 
about’a person being sued for acting as an 
apothecary without « certificate. The penal- 
ty was in that case sued for civilly, and it 
was not a criminal proceeding. I will refer 
toa portion of the same work which does 
apply, and shows that the onus probandi 
lies with the prosecation. In Taylor on 
Evidence, sec. 338, it is stated that ‘‘on the 
twofold ground that a prosecutor must prove 
every fact necessary to substantiate his 
charge against a prisoner, and that the law 
will presume innocence in the absence of con- 


vincing evidence to the contrary, the burden 
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of proof, unless shifted by legislative inter- 
ference, will fall in criminal proceedings on 
the proseouting party, though, in order to 
convict, he mast necessarily have recourse 
to negative evidence. Thas, if a statute, in 
the direot desoription of an offence, and not 
by way of proviso, contain negative matter, 
the indictment or information must also 
contain a negative allegation, which must in 
general be supported by prima facie evi- 
dence.” Now let us apply this rule in the 
present case. What is the allegation? It 
in that the Bank “attempted to sbip pro- 
hibited articles.” Now where are we? The 
only allegation bas not been supported by 
evidence, and therefore must be considered 
an atruck out. How then can your Honour 
convict, as there is nothing left for the 
Court to adjudicate upon P But further on 
in the same work the distinction is even 
more clearly shown [sec. 344 qnoted]. Now 
in England the supreme difficulty of a 
prosecution proving a negative has been got 
over by legislative enactment. Thus the 
bare fact of a person being found in posses- 
sion of a crow-bar, house-breaking imple- 
ments, game out of season, &o., makes him 
bound to protect himself by showing the 
existence of some lawfal authority or exouse. 
But this has been done by express statutory 
enactment. I rely apor the twofold ground 
that the prosecution must prove every fact 
upon which they rely. Nothing has been 
pers as required by Sec, 344, and over 

ec. 347 the whole difficulty arises, owing to 
the course adopted by the Custom Honse in 
proceeding against the Bank in a summary 
criminal way. They might have asked in 
the ordinary way for the delivery up to them 
of certain boxes, but when they put 
the Corporation in the box as a prigoner, 
they must abide by the disadvantages 
attaching to such a course. I contend fur- 
ther that the Custom House have to show 
that the gold is not uncoined foreign gold, 
which they could easily have done. It must 
have struck the Court as peculiar that the 
Bank did not raise the defence that they are 
not the owners of the goods. This had been 
done by my advice. [The learned gentleman 
then argued at some considerable length that 
the Bank must be treated for legal purposes 
as owners of the boxes, contending that the 


true test was, who conld maintain an action, 


for trover. Roscoe on Oriminal Evidence, 

840]. The point has not been raised, but it 
might suggest itself why the Bank had not 
raised any such plea, It was snfficient for 
the Bank to be bailee of the treasure for the 
advances made. Forany such misconduct 
as that alleged, the only course for 
the Custom House was to proceed 
ayninst the Bank. If there was any off- 
ence, and the Onstom House proceeded 
ayainat the Chinese, they must fail. In nine 
out of ten cases the owners of exported goods 
were absent, and the persons who took out 
permits were simply agents. The Bank has 
an interest in these boxes until their advances 
are paid off. The question for the Court to 
consider is narrowed down. The only ques- 
tien can be whether the Bank is entitled to 
the boxes or the Custom House. At present 
these boxes are in the Custom House godown 
under seal. What the Court has to decide 
is:—Has the Custom House established the 
grounds upon which they rely. If not, the 
boxes must be given back to the Bank. It 
will then be the daty of this Court to put the 
Bank back in their original position. If the 
Bunk are not entitled to retain them, or get 
them illegally, the owners have redress. If 
tho Bank are not treated as owners, they 


have no practical redress against the Chinese 
for the advances made. I will only calla 
few witnesses for the purpose of proving that 
the Bank knew nothing whatever of any an- 
coined gold being in the boxes. 

The court then adjourned until two o’olock. 

On the court resuming Mr. Kirkwood called 

George William Thomson, who being 
sworn, stated :—I am the Agent in Kobe of 
the Oriental Bank Corporation. I was not 
absolutely aware on or prior to October 7th 
that certain boxes of treasure containing 
ancoined gold would be presented to the 
Custom House. I had strong suspicions. 
My suspicions with regard to illicit facilities 
granted by the other bank had been growing 
for a considerable time. On 7th October 
T was offering to buy on Shanghai at 73}, 
which was a better rate than the current 
rate at that time. On the 7th I bought 
$10,000 on Shanghai at 73}, bat to make 
my narration complete, I must mention that 
for several months I had been unable to 
bay a single Chinese bill. From the lst Jan. 
to the 7th October, whatever rate I offered, I 
could not buy a single bill. The climax was 
reached on the 7th. I then settled one bill for 
$10,000 at 73}, and I was pleased with the 
Comprador for settling this. The Compradore 
came. to me again saying Hang Sang was 
shipping a good deal of treasure on that day. 
and as my rate was favorable, he would like 
to settle more with me. I asked what amount. 
He said a large amount. My next question 
was what was the nature of the treasure. My 
Compradore replied, subsidiary coins and 
gold, and he made the following proposition. 
He said, the Chinamen know that any boxes 
sealed by the Bank were not opened by the 
Custom House, and if I would consent to 
uncoined Japanese gold being put in, and 
would seal with the Bank seal in order that 
the boxes should not be opened, on those 
conditions he would bring any amount of 
bills I would receive. I told my Compradore 
that he onght to be ashamed to bring such 
& proposition to me. This explained why for 
many months I had been utterly unable to do 
any Chinese business. I had repeatedly writ- 
ten to the Bank’s Managers in Yokohama, 
Shanghai and Hongkong to look out for 
a new Compradore. I communicated with 
the Cnstom House on that day verbally 
through the Bank’s Accountant. I had 
strong reasons to suppose the treasure would 
he shipped by the Hongkong and Shanghai 
Bank on that day for this reason :—Upon my 
refusing the business, the Chinaman had 
said they could get it done -by the 
other Bank. I did not speak direct with 
Hung Sung, but through my Compradore. 
I told Mr. Fraser to go to Mr. Upton and tell 
him exactly what had happened. This ex- 
plained to my mind the facilities offered for 
ahipite treasure. I thought the Hongkong 
and Shanghai Bank would probably ship the 
treasure. I expect to gain fair-play in busi- 
ness by the action I have taken. That ia all. 
T have not asked for any personal reward. I 
could not do so. On behalf of the Bank I 
have. I had no idea at first that there was 
any reward. I learnt afterwards that half of 
it went to the informer. I claimed it on be- 
half of the Bank, so that this matter should 
be sifted to the bottom, and thus ensure a 
perfect scrutiny. Iwas not such an utter 
fool as to take any steps to caution the Hong- 
kong and Shanghai Bank that the Chinese 
were trying to ship this treasure, as I believed 
it could only be done with their cognizance. 
I was not certain gold would be placed in the 
boxes, but I had no reasons for supposing the 


Chinese would approach ,the Hongkong and 


Shanghai Bank in a different attitude than 
they had myself. 

James Mathesen Grigor, sworn, said :—I 
am the Agent in Kobe of the Hongkong and 
Shanghai Bank. On the 7th October seven 
boxes of treasare were brought to the Bank 
and an advance was asked for against them. 
I was not aware they contained anything be- 
yond what was mentioned in the application. 
The Chinese have never propoged to me to 
ship treasure noder a false declaration as to 
contents. The advances made against this 
treasure have not been repaid to the Bank. 
The approximate value of the gold is between 
$7,000 and $8,000. I have done nothing to 
release my right to the possession of the 
boxes. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Creagh :—I cannot 
say on what day I first had knowledge that 
gold was in the boxes. I cannot say it was 
the day on which the bexea were seized. I 
cannot say it was on the 7th or 8th Ootober. 
I cannot say whether it was before or after 
I went down to the Customs. I had no oon- 
versation with Mr. Longford until I went 
down to the Custom House. I was not pre- 
sent at any conversation when gold was spoken 
about. When I went down to the Custom 
House I was not aware why the boxes were 
detained. I do not contradict Mr. Longford. 
The conversation was between the Com- 
pradore and Mr. Longford. I cannot say at 
what hoor I was told. I had no proof. I 
cannot say whether it was a short time or a 
long time before I went down to the Custom 
House. I did not tell the Custom House 
officers anything. 

Ah Cheong, the Bank’s Compradore, 
cautioned to speak the truth, stated:—On 
October 7th some Chinese brought seven 
boxes of treasnre to the Hongkong and 
Shanghai Bank. They told me they con- 
tained gold yen and subsidiary coins, and 
asked for $25,000 advance on the security, 
which was to be sent to Shanghai. I looked 
at the treasure but did not take anything out 
of the boxes. I asked Mr. Grigor for $25,000 
The boxes were shut up at the Bank. I put 
on the Bank’s seal and the coolies who had 
brought the boxes took them to the Custom 
Honse, and one Shroff went there also. The 
Chinamen did not tell me there was gold in 
the boxes. The three boxes now at the 
Custom House contain $9,150 in silver. I 
know this from the memo, given to me. 

Crogs-examined by Mr. Creagh:—I am not 
in the habit of passing boxes of treasure 
without examination. I did so on this oc- 
casion. I had a memo, of the contenta and 
the house is a good and honest one. It was 
between 8 and 4 o’clock. There was no time 
to spare to examine the boxes and I was not 
particular. I have been particular since. 

A discussion now took place as to the 
right of reply, and His Honour ultimately 
ruled that nothing farther could be said on 
either side. The court then adjourned until 
Tuesday, the 6th of December, at ten o’clook. 


Tuesday, 6th December, 1881. 
The Conrt now delivered the following 
Decision. 


The facts of this case are very simple. On 
the 7th October last, the Hongkong & Shang- 
hai Banking Corporation sent three boxes of 
treasure to the Kobe Custom House for ship- 
ment to China. Each of these boxes, on 
being opened, was found to contain, in addi- 
tion to the treasure described in the permit 
application, signed by an officer of the bank, 
a quantity of gold in bars. The customs’ 
authorities—seized the boxes and have now 
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charged the bank with an attempt to ship 
packages of goods containing prohibited 
artioles. They rely on the following clause 
in the Trade Regulations, vis: ‘ All pack- 

which contain prohibited articles shall 
be forfeited to the Japanese government,” 
and they seek to prove that ancoined gold is 
a prohibited article by a reference to the 
following item in the “Duty Free Goods” 
of the Export Tariff, viz: “ gold, silver and 
copper, uncoined, of Japanese production, to 
be sold only by the Japanese government at 
public auction.” 


I find that the charge made against the 
bank has not been proved, for the following 
reasons :— 

First: I do not consider that uncoined 
gold of Japanese production which has not 
been sold by the Japanese Government at 
Pablic Auction is an article of which the 
export is prohibited by the Tariff. Uncoined 
gold of any description does not appear in 
the clase of Prohibited Goods in the Export 
Tariff, and the phrase ‘to be sold only by 
the Japanese Government at Public Auction,” 
if a prohibition at all, is a prohibition not of 
its export, but of its sale. I regard it, how- 
ever, not as a prohibition, bat as an intima- 
tion to Foreign Powers, that the Japanese 
Gevernment reserves to itself the right of 
making Japanese gold an exception to the 
gener] rule that articles of Japanese produc- 
tion might be freely sold to foreigners. That 
the Japanese Government intended to prevent 
free trade in native gold is, I think, unques- 
tionable, but it seers clear to me, that their 
negotiators in framing the Tariff deliberately 
chose to rely on the internal control exercised 
by their Government over the produce of the 
gold mines of Japan, in order to prevent 
native gold from being sold through the 
ordinary channels of trade, and did not 
attempt to attain their object by a prohibition 
of its export. When it is remembered that 
an exporter would often find it difficult, or 
perhaps impossible, to ascertain whether un- 
coined gold brought to him for sale was or 
was not of Japanese production, it will be 
seen that the course adopted by the framers 
of the Tariff was a judicious and reasonable 
one. Secondly: Even if it be admitted that 
native nncoined gold which bas not been sold 
by the Japanese Government at Public Auc- 
tion is a prohibited article, no proof whatever 
has been offered by the prosecution in this 
case that the gold in question was of Japanese 
production, or that it had not been sold by 
the Japanese Government at Public Auction, 
not does it appear from the evidence that the 
Customs’ authorities before seizing the boxes 
of treasure took any steps to satisfy them- 
selves that the uncoined gold contained in 
them really answered this description. I 
cannot see that there is any presumption of 
law or of fact in favor of this inference. 
Either of the above reasons is a sufficient 
defence to the charge of attempting to ship 
packages of goods containing prohibited 
articles, and it therefore becomes unnecessary 
for me to make any observations respecting 
the form which the proceedings in this case 
have assumed. 

Mr. Creagh desired to mention that the 
Custom Honse would appeal. 

His Honour :—I am quite prepared to con- 
sider any application on the subject. Under 
what would you appeal ? 

Mr. Creagh:—Under the provision in the 
Austro-Hungarian Treaty. 

His Hononr:—I do not think that I can 
consider the Austro-Hungarian Treaty in the 
matter, but I am quite prepared to hear any- 
thing you have to rge. 


Mr. Creagh :—The whole proceedings have 
been under the provisions of that Treaty, and 
it distinctly states that if the Japanese Gov- 
ernment are dissatisfied with the decision 
they may appeal. 

Mr. Kirkwood :—I would point out that 
the Bank merely olaimed the benefit of the 
Avstro-Hungarian Treaty under the favoured 
nation clause, and are not affected by the 
provision for appeal. The Rules of the 
Supreme Conrt allow of no appeal by a pro- 
secutor in a summary criminal case; it is the 
accused alone on conviction who can apply 
for a special case. There cannot be any ap- 
peal from the decision. 

His Honour:—I do not think T can take 
cognisance of the Treaty, but I will consider 
any application, 

Mr. Creagh:—I merely mention now that 
the Custom House will appeal. 

Mr. Kirkwood:—I presume your Honour 
will not make any order as to costs ? 

His Honour:—No. I am not sure that I 
would be justified in granting costs. There 
has evidently been a grave irregularity. 

Mr. Kirkwood:—The customs authorities 
will bear in mind that the three boxes must 
be immediately placed under the control of 
and at the disposal of the British Consul and 
this whether there be an appeal or not. 

The Court then adjourned. 
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By ARAI YOSHINARI, 1821. 


{peas aBouT THE Heavens anp THE Earra 
( Mereorotoer ). 


Ir is a very easy thing to look up into the 
heaven, but it is unlimitedly high. It is 
also a very easy thing to touch the earth, but 
it is unlimitedly thick. We can not go into 
the heaven nor can we go down into the earth. 
For reasons like these, there had been no 
astronomical instruments (observations ?) for 
many years after the creation. They were 
afterwards invented in the country called 
Jatania in Europe. In China, the reason of 
the eclipse was not explained until after 
many centuries, but in the 18th. year of 
Shigen in Gen (the name of ancient China), 
that is, 1281 A.D., it was understood clearly. 
Some astronomers have given their opinions 
about the motion of the earth, and some have 
given their opinions about the motions in the 
heavens. And the opinions about the rain or 
the wind, etc., all reat on the explanation of 
the male and female, or active and passive 
principles of nature. The rain is a changed 
form of the male principle of nature and the 
vapoor under the earth is a changed form of 
the female priuciple. When the male prin- 
ciple sinks down into the earth it would pur- 
sue the female. The earth is the mother of 
all things and produces many things, but the 
heaven is but the air or wind where the son, 
the moon, and the atars hang shining. ‘I'he 
air is divided into two kinds. One is called 
the heaven-air and the other is called the 
earth-air. The motion of the heaven is con- 
trary to the running of water. The heaven 
tarns round from the east to the west, but the 
water rans from west to east. The running 
of water is different with regard to the eleva- 
tion of local districts. In some districts, where 
the northern part is low, the water under the 
earth rans in a northern direction, but when 
it is obstructed by the earth-air which comes 
from the north it is greatly agitated and 
commences to evaporate out of the surface of 
the earth, This vapour goes up into the air 


earth’s growing hot. 


and is changed into cloud, which is also 


changed to the rain by the wind. The water 


bas periods of increase and decrease accord- 
ing to the male and female seasons. It is 


increased during the summer months because 
it is then the male season, and it is diminished 
during the winter months because it is then 
the female season. 


When the earth-air goes from east to west 


it is changed to rain, although it ia not 
always so with regard to the temperature of 


the seasons. Therefore, previous to rain, 
white vapor is seen, in the morning, rising 
up in the east. This is a clear proof of the 
It is for the same 
reason that the mountains become somewhat 
darker than usual, previous to rain, because 
vapour is sent up from the earth. In the 
district which slopes gradually towards the 


east, the earth-air passes through the earth 


from east to west, and a sound or smell is 
produced in the earth, as if coming from east 
to west. 


On the 17th. day of the 15th, month of 
the 9th. year of Bunkwa (1812 A.D.) it was 
very dark weather and hailed greatly but 
without thunder. This is an unusual occur- 
rence. The thunder is produced by the 
intercourse of the male and female principles 
of nature. In the neighbourhood of Asama- 
yama in Shinshiu and the other volcanoes, 
on the day of thunder, sounds are heard 
underground. This is due to the irritation 
of the earth-air, by which flames are some- 
times sent ont. It is said that a kind of 
beast accompanies the thunder and it rans 
about in the air. It is nothing strange, be- 
canse it is said that in the island called Am- 
pon which belongs to the country called 
Darunada, distant about 3,900 ri from Japan, 
there are birds called Kasubara which are 
covered with fur-skin, instead of feathers ; 
these eat fire; others feed on the wind. As 
this world is unlimitedly great and extensive 
there may have lived strange beasts or birds, 
like the thunder beast which we talk about. * 

The sound of thunder is just like that of a 


® The following passages from Primitive Culture 
by Tylor, vol. I., pp. 362 and 263, have a very in- 
teresting bearing on this portion of the paper. 

“It has many a time occurred to the savage poet 
or philosopher to realize the thunder, or its cause, 
in mythe of a thunder-bird. Of this wondrous 


creature North American legend has much to tell. 


He ia the bird of the great Manitu, as the eagle is 
of Zeus, or he is even the great Manitu himeelf in- 
carnate. The Assiniboins not only know of his 
existence, but have even seen him, and in the far 
north the story is told how he created the world. 
The Ahts of Vancouver's Island talk of Tootooch, 
the mighty bird dwelling aloft and far away, the 
flap of whose wings makes the thunder (Tootah), 
and hie tongue is the forked lightning. There 
were once four of these birds in the land, and they 
fed on whales; but the great deity Quawteaht 
entering into a whale, enticed one thunder-bird 
after another to swoop down and seize him with ita 
talons, when plunging to the bottom of the sea he 
drowned it. Thus three of them perished, but the 
last one spread his wings and flew to the distant 
height where he has since remained. The mean- 
ing of the story may perhaps be that thunder- 
storms como especially from one of the four quar- 
ters of heaven. Of such myths, perhaps, that told 
among the Dacotas is the quaintest: Thunder is 
a large bird, they say; hence its velocity. The 
old bird begins the thunder; its rumbling noise is 
caused by an immense quantity of young birds, or 
thunders, who continue it, hence the long duration 
of the peals. The Indian says it is the young 
birds, or thunders, that do the mischief ; they are 
like the young mischievous men who will not listen 
to good counsel. The old thunder or bird is wise 
and good, and does not kill anybody, nor do any 
kind of mischief. Descending southward to Cen- 
tral America, there is found mention of the bird 
Vos, the messenger of Hurakan, the tempest-god 
(whose mame has been! adopted in European lan- 
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ga ed sound is Leigh pega lightning.| DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE OF 
hen the quantity of water-oloude are very VITY 

amall in the heaven the sound of the thunder ZONGH ee CAN aOR: 

is also very small and is heard as if it were oar 

Hale off, but pcan yrdicerd Spee are Canton, 18th. November. 
ER] up very much the sound and the| 1 have to record a riot, in connection with 
lightening ocour together. People should be} . religious establishment, of more than or- 
dinary importance, as it has resulted in the 


afraid of the lightning but not of the sound 
partial destraction of one of the finest monas. 


becanse it comes after the lightning. The 
thunder is the sound of the fire which is pro-| tories in their city, namely that of Cheung 
Sou Tsz, or the Temple of Longevity, a 


anced at the time when it passes through the 
water-clouda in the heaven. When this sound building well known to foreigners. This Bud- 
dhist monastery and temple, situated in the 


presen through the clouds with great power 
it is said to be a quick, great, and dangerous | Western Suburb, occupied some fifteen acres 
kind of thander; but when it goes through | ¢ ground, and was one of the finest edifices 

of the kind in Canton. At the back of the 


very slowly it is of a weak and small kind. 
temple is a large pond or lake and an exten- 


The ancients thought that thunder was the 
fighting between the water and the fire in the| give garden in which the monks—about one 
hundred in number—raised vegetables and 


heaven, with regard to the rule of the male 
and female principles of natare, but thie is} fruit for their own consumption. The in- 
mates of the establishment, however, fairly 


very doubtful. If it were the fighting of the 
well blessed with the good things of this life, 


water and the fire, there is no reason for 
there being a space of time between the] nad grown fat, lazy, and corrupt. Inetead 
of being devout the monks were licentious, 


lightning and the sound, and between the 

first thander and the next. As it is wrought|..4 it had for some time been a matter of 

by the currency of the wind and the thick- notoriety among the natives that they were 

ness of the clonds through which the thunder anything bnt suitable spiritual guides for 
their wives or daughters. The monks had 


passes, there may be the different eounds and 
in consequence been in bad odour, and seve- 


spaces of time. The earthquake is bat little 
different from the thunder. In the time of | 4) diaputea have occurred between them and 
the people daring the past four years; their 


the earthqnake, awe sound is to be heard 
underground previous to it, because it is| Coings on were not quite unknown to the 
canged by the water in the inside of the earth, a thorition for only vacally a proclamation 
which was compressed for a long time by the|has been iasued prohibiting women from 
earth-air, beginning to ran forth. going to worship at the monasteries. On 
_ The wind is eaid, by the ancients, to be the Toesday the long smouldering indignation of 
air which is prodaced from the sea or moun- | sho populace was fanned into a flame. Early 
on the afternoon of that day several women 


tain. This world has always wind, but there 

is no strong wind pit aor from the | were observed to enter the monastery temple 

sea or mountains, The wind is of two kinds. | 4, worship, and several hours clapsing with- 

‘One, or the upper wind, rans southwards and] out an sign of their reappearance, the watch- 
ers, licen numbers had augmented in the 


the other or lower wind rons northwards. 
meantime, became suspicious, and began to 


‘The former comes from some mountains or 
the sea, and the latter is caused by the earth-| nakea noise, indulging in uncomplimentary 
remarks about the priests. Eventually they 


air. The snow is the vapour which rises up 
from the earth. When the vapour which has] ontered the temple and demanded from the 
risen up from the earth becomes frozen by| priests there the production of the women, 

and angrily drew attention to the proclama- 


the cold it falls on the surface of the earth 
ngain in the form of snow. Fog is also vapour | tion then posted on the Temple walls forbid- 
ding females to worship there. This request 


from ‘the earth. Hase ia the be pl whioh has 
a and a demand for admission to the inner 


been mixed with smoke pi ced by some 
volcano. The frost is the frozen vapour sent up part of the monastery were both flatly refused 
by the monks, who had assembled in force. 


from the earth. Hail is sent from some 
monatains at certain seasons and falls on some High words then ensued, and from this the 
mob, all the time increasing in numbers and 


parts of the earth. It does not fall on a great 
fary, began to stone the priesta. The latter, 


who had armed themselves with knives and 
bamboos, attempted to drive back the crowd, 
and in the struggle wounded several persons. 
By this time the mob had become very large 
and very angry, breaking presently into 
unrestrained fury, pelting the monks, break- 
ing everything they could lay hands on, and 
threatening to destroy the entire building. 
A body of soldiers arrived on the scene, but 
they were powerless to supress the riot, which 
continued until three o'clock on Wednesday 
morning. 

About six o’clock on Wednesday morning 
the mob resumed the riot, their nombers 
having doubled, and proceeded to pull down 
the premises, admittance having again been 
denied to them. The two side ranges of 
buildings were torn down, the rioters all the 
time maintaining a terrific hubbub, and 
uttering loud threata of vengeance against 
the priests. About three p.m., being im- 
patient of slower methods of destruction, 
they set fire to the remaining buildings, and 
when the fire engines arrived they were not 
allowed by the mob to approach within reach 
of the flames, nor were the gongs permitted 
to be sounded. The conflagration raged 


until about 7.80 p.m., by which time more 
than a third of the monastery was destroyed. 
All the valuable ornaments from the temple, 
the fittings, farniture, and even the: vest- 
ments of the priests were carried out by the 
eager riotera and burned. Daring the search 
made by the rioters, in one of the apart- 
ments women’s clothes, shoes, and ornaments 
were fonnd, snd the discovery elicited roars of 
indignation from the excited crowd. The 

riests, abont twenty of whom were injured 
in the stroggle with the people, took flight 
when the temple was broken open, and scat- 
tered in different directions. About score 
of the rioters were wounded in the fray; and 
one was shot dead by the soldiers when at- 
tempting to quell the tamult.—Qorr. of the 
H. K. Daily Press. 


TWO HONGKONG RESIDENTS 
TAKEN BY PIRATES. 


(Ohina Mail.) 

Two gentlemen who went ont shooting on 
Saturday (26th. ulto.) are missing. Mr. 
Schmidt and Mr. Rapp left here in a hakow 
boat at about three o'clock in the afternoon, 
intending to return last night (27th.) At 
noon yesterday (27th.) two of the boatmen 
returned and stated that their boat had been 
attacked by pirates at eight o'clock on 
Saturday night and taken, and that they had 
themselves escaped by jumping overboard 
and swimming ashore to the mainland. 
According to their account the pirates 
were in two small junks, which came up 
astern and made the attack one from each 
side, using firearms, and the man at the 
helm at the hakow boat fell wounded. The 
fire was not returned. Immediately on the 
matter being reported to the police, Captain 
Deane set off in a steam launch with « small 
party of his own men and a number of bive 
jacketa and a naval officer from the Victor 
Emanuel. They returned about half-past nine 
last night, their search having been unsuc- 
cessful, the only information obtained be- 
ing that some boats near the place of attack 
saw the boats after the seamen had jumped 
over-board sailing up the Canton River. It 
seems the men who bronght the news were 
seen by another shooting party aboot ten 
o'clock yesterday morning ranning along the 
shore at Castle Peak, and on the information 
as to the occurence being obtained from 
them, they were sent on here in the steam 
launch engaged by this party. 


area. 

In the south of the country called Parnsha 
(Persia) on the western part of India, distant 
abont 5,100 ri from Japan, there is small 
island which is covered with the vapour of 
sulphur. There is no tree and the climate 
is very hot. Earthquakes ocour very often 
there. The country called Kasugaru (Kash- 
gar) is an island situated on the south of 
southern India. It is distant about 3,900 ri 
from Japan. This island is very rainy and 
olear weather occurs but seldom. The action 
of nature, as the rain, the wind, &c., is very 
difficult to understand. Hereafter I will des- 
cribe several strange things which every one 
thinks exist, and stop all doubt about them. 


RETURN OF MESSRS. RAPP AND 
SOHMIDT. 


Great relief was felt in the town yesterday 
morning (Nov. 80th.) when it became known 
that Measra. Rapp and Schmidt had come 
down from Canton by the steamer Chinkiang 
and the painful apprehensions which had 
been entertained se to their safety were re- | 
moved. It seems the craft which attacked 
the boat they were in were craizers in the 
service of the Haikwan, and were four in 
number, not two as first reported ; they were 
in command of a petty officer, and one of 
them was armed with cannon. They opened 
fire without any previous warning, and 
were mistaken for pirates. Under this 
impression the boatpeople tried to escape 
by ontssiling the attacking party, bat the 
skipper, who was at the helm, was killed by 
a shot, and the rigging of the boat being out 


——_—_—_— 
es as huracano, ouragan, hurricane) of the 
fighening and of thunder. So among Caribs, 
Brazilians, Harvey Islanders and Karens, Bechu- 
anas and Basutos, we find legends of a ping or 
fiashing thunder-bird, which seem simply to trans- 
late into myth the thought of thunder and light- 
ning descending from the upper regions of the air, 
the home eee tne cagle ene ns je alkanes Primitive 
Culture. Tylor. 2 P> 
The Dacotas could show at a place called 
Thunder-Tracks, near the source of the St. Peters’ 
River, the footprints of the thunder bird five and 
twenty miles apart. Primitive Oulture. Troly. 
Vol. IL, p. 263. 
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by the balls, they ran herashore. The Chin-|that the boat was still detained, and that HONGKONG. 
Kiang was passing up the river at thetime|the widow of the dead man was in 
and Meeers. Rapp aud Schmidt tried to hail|trouble as to what she should do. Mr. (Hongkong Daily Press.) 


her, but could not succeed in making them- 
selves heard, and as firing between customs 
people and smugglers is common enough on 
the river that in itself did not attract any 
particular attention. The two men who 
brought the news to Hongkong on Sun- 
day jumped overboard when the boat 
grounded and the women and children 
also got ashore, but the two Europeans 
elected to keep by the boat. It was 
not until they were boarded that they dis- 
covered the official status of their assailants. 
After this was kuown the women and chil- 
dren returned on board. It would seem that 
the oraizers had been on the look-out for a 
boat suspected of smuggling and had mis- 
* taken this one for the one they were lying 
in wait for. On finding Europeans on board 
their manner indicated that they saw 
they had made a wistake, and the search 
they made did not result in the finding 
of apy contraband goods on board. Messrs. 
Rapp and Schmidt wanted them to go 
to the Capsingmoon station to have the 
matter investigated there, but the cruisers 
declined to do this and took them up to 
Canton, whore they arrived about seven 
o'clock on Monday morning. Some time 
elapsed before they were taken before the|glers. While passing, one shot crossed our 
authorities, and in the meantime the ofhoer | bridge, close to the pilot."—Hongkong Daily 
in charge treated them as prisoners and | Press. 

allowed no communication with outside boats, 


Travers promised to take such steps as 
were necessary for the assistance of the un- 
fortunate woman, and Messrs. Rapp and 
Schmidt were thus relieved from further anx- 
iety on her account. At the time the attack 
was made the German flag was flying on the 
boat, so that the cruisers would seem to 
have got themselves into a somewhat serious 
difficulty by their excesa of seal. Messrs. 
Rapp and Schmidt fired a few shote in 
the air when the affair commenced to let the 
attacking party know they were armed, 
bat took no aim at individuals, waiting the 
development of events to see if they should 
take more serious action. Had they shown 
less prudence in this respect and wounded 
any of the cruiser’s people, although this 
ander the circumstances would have been no 
more than natural, the affair might have been 
more unpleasantly complicated than it is. 
The steamer Chinktang reports as fol- 
lows:—“ On Saturday oveuing, about 7 
o’clock, when about abreast of Urmston 
Point, Castle Peak Bay, steamed olose toa 
fleet of small boats and one large junk. All 
appeared to be firing at aemall boat with a 
flag hoisted up aft. ‘Took it to be an engage- 
ment between revenue eruisers and smug- 


The American barque Nicolas Thayer, 
which arrived yesterday (Nov. 25th) from 
Newcastle, N.S. W., reports falling iu with 
the Colonial barque Prince Victor waterlogged 
and dismasted on the 30th September. Took 
from on board her the steward, the rest of 
the crew having left the day previous in the 
long boat, the vessel at that time being about 
140 miles off Part Macquarrie. 


It is ramoured that Mr. Iwasaki intends 
reconstructing the Mitan Bishi Company and 
that Mr. Krebs, the foreign director, will 
leave. The latter event is, however, most 
improbable, as it would be difficult to seoure 
the services of so able, energetic and persov- 
ering a director, adviser, manager, d&c., which 
Mr. Krebs is to the Company; besides this, 
he knows better of what that important in- 
stitution is capable of doing than all the other 
directors and employés put together. So 
that, whatever changes are likely to take 
place, the Company in its own interest will 
most assuredly retain that geatleman in bis 
present position. 


The German gunboat Wolf, which has been 
down to Hainan to investigate the eircum- 
atances of the looting and fring of the Ger- 
man steamer Quinta when she went ashore 
on the island of Taiohow, or Tinhoss, off the 


fs F ; Ft coast of Hainan, reports that the veasel is in 
but beyond the inconvenience this entailed a safe position saly on the rooks, and oy 
they suffered no ill-treatment. They wanted SHANGHAI. on the sand. Brory moveable thing on board 
to send « letter down by the Ichang, but eed her has either been destroyed, or removed, 


could not get it conveyed on board, and their 
friends at thie end were thus left in suspense 
for another night. About twelve o'clock 
they were taken to the Salt Commissioner's 
Yamen, where they saw several officials of 
standing, oue of whom spoke English fluently. 
Here they were treated with every reapect 
and courtesy and were told there was no 
complaint against them personally, but that 
their boat had attempted to smuggle eight 
bales of opium. This accusation against the 
toat people Messrs. Schmidt and Rapp im- 
mediately and emphatically denied, arguing 
that as they had engaged the boat only an 
hour or two before they left Hongkong, and 
as the le on board did not know be- 
forehand the precise spot to which they were 
going, as they themselves had not quite 
made up their minds on this point before 
starting all the probabilities were against any 
supposition of emuggling ; they were also re- 
quired toreport themselves at the customs sta- 
tion they passed, and there was, forthermore, 
the search made by the customs people, which 
showed conclusively that there was no opium 
on board. The mandarins still expressed 
themselves as doubtfnl, and remarked on the 
cuaning of Chinamen and the imprudence of 
securivg them. After some time spent at the 
Salt Commissioner's Yamen, Messrs. Schmidt 
and Rapp were taken across the river ina 
mandarin’s boat, and conveyed in chairs to the 
Vioeroy’s yamen, where they were offered re- 
freshment in the shape of champagne and 
sweets. After some conversation here of simi- 
Jar purport to that at the Salt Commissioner's 


and ouly the bare hull remains, but this, aa 
far a8 could be ascertained, was not materially 
damaged, thongh this is by no means oon- 
clusively established, as there were no divers 
on the gunboat to examine it below the sur- 
face of the water. The captain of the Wulf 
communicated with the Taotai of the diatrict, 
and found that the latter was taking some 
steps, though exceedingly slowly, with the 
object of punishing the natives who plundered 
the rome and there were then two men in 
custody, who were supposed to have been 
concerned in the matter. After the gunbost 
had reported the reault of its mission to the 
German Consul here, she proceeded to Can- 
ton on Sunday morning (Nov. 25th.) © 


(N.-0. Daily News.) 


The French mail steamer Saghalien has 
about 2,000 bales of silk engaged. 


A contemporary states that “ the Siamese 
Princes, before leaving Paris, bought 850 
pianos for the harem of their august brother.” 
This is really too bad; the King must fear 
the arrival of the pianos as muoh as the 
approach of an armed foe. 


Mr. Hannen, who took his place for the 
first time on the Bench of the Supreme 
Court since hia appointment to the Acting 
Chief Juaticeship He China and Japan, pre- 
faced the proceedings of the court by the 
following remarks :—On this the first occa- 
sion of taking my seat in this court T cannot 
refrain from saying a few words in reference 
to the aad death of its late Chief Justice. 
He ided here with dignity, courtesy and 
kindness; and to those who, like myself, 
practised at the bar before him, his loss is a 
very real one, for he was ever considerate 
towards us, and patient and attentive to our 
arguments. Few know the labour which he 
bestowed upon his duties, and none can 
estimate how much of pain must have been 
added to the work by the state of his health. 
He has passed away and I feel sure that 
everyone who knew him must deeply regret 
his loss and bear him in affectionate re- 
mombrance, 


On the anthority of a Ceylon paper we learn 
that Mr. J. V. Danlop bas concluded a lease, 
extending to 1890, with the P. & 0. Com- 
pany, for premises in Colombo, and there is 
every t of the chief agency in the 
island being established there by the end ef 
March next. 


We understand that Mr. Travers, German 
Consul at Oanton, in addition to taking steps 
to procure indemnification for the two gentle- 
men of his own nationality for the recent 
iNegal detention by lekin oruisers, has also 
taken action on behalf of the crew of the 
boat No, 1504, the owner of which unfortu- 
nately lost his life on the occasion referred 
to. The unfortunate man has been long en- 
gaged in providing the means of transport 


$ * — for such shooting excursions, and has becn 
Yamén they were conveyed in chairs to the : 
German Conrulate. Here they found that (Shanghai Courter.) aay Lat vlase: = ie ee eaneciet 


the Chinkiang was just on the point of leaving, 
and they had only time to give the consal a 
verbal statement of what had ocotirred; Mr. 
Travers commenced to take down their formal 
declaration, bat there was not sufficient time 
to complete it, They informed him that the 
poaster of their boat bad been killed, 


A cotrespondent writes us from Melbourne 
stating that Miss Marie Carandinl, the fair 
cantatrice, has, with ber mother, retired to 
that city whete they have tkeit home, and 


present unfortunate occasion he had repre 
sentatives of no less than three generation. 
on board, and the ciroumstances of the famils 
are well deserving of consideration at the 
that the former will shortly be married to a| hands of the comentnity independent of whay 
ptofessional Meltottne singer to whom.she| may he xectted for them from tho Chineag 
haa been for some timo engaged: Faushor!tiea. Chita atail, 
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Shigging. 


ARRIVALS. 


Nov. 28, Russian corvette Streloch, Comd. de Livron, 
1,850 tons, 10-guns, from Kobe. 
Nov. 24, Jap. str. Nagoya-Maru, Walker, 1,914, from 
pag and ports, Mails and General, to M. B. 
'e. 


Nov. 24, Brit. str. Hector, Bellinge, 1,412, from Lon- 
don via Hongkong, General, to !-utterfield & Swire. 


Nov, 24. Brit. barq. Ada Melmore, Sewell, 569, from’ 


Middleborough, General, to Reimers & Co. 
Nov. 24, Brit str. Sunda, Reeves, 1,704, from Hong- 
kong via Nagasaki, Mails and General, to P. & O. 


0. 

Nov. 26, Jap. str. Tamaura-Maru, Carrew, 558, from 
Hakodate, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 

Nov. 26, Am. echr, Diana, Peterson, 64, from 
Petropavlovski, Skins, to Captain. 

Nov. 26, Am. schr. Pioneer, Wilson, 64, from Karile 
Islands, Skins. to W. Copeland. 

Nov. 26, H. M. ship Zephyr, Lieut.-Comd. Pollard, 
880 tons, 534 H.P., 4guns, 69 men. from Simo- 
noseki. 

Nov, 26, Brit. str. Glaucus, Jackeon, 1.648, from 
London vix Hongkong, General, to Butterfield 4 
Swire. 

Noy. 26, Ger. sohr. M. C Bohm, Baade, 51, from 
Kurile Islands, Skioa, to P. Bohm, 

Nov. 26, Am. aschr. Ohude, Wileon, 72, from Kurile 
Tslands, Otter and Seal Skins, to Captain. 

Nov, 28, Am. schr. Arastasia, Cashman, Tibbey, 66, 
from Okotek sea, Fars and Ivory to Capt. 

Nov. 28, Dan. str. Volmer, Heintzelmann, 978, from 
aureres via Hongkong, General, to Walsb, Hall 

0. 

Nov. 28, Jap. str. Takachtho-Maru, Nye, 1,406, from 
Kobe, Mails and General, to M. It. Co, 

Nov. 28, Jap. str. Kokonoye-Maru, Dithlefsen, 1,13:), 
from Hakodate, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 
Nov. 29, Brit. atr. Lord of the Isles, Felgate, 1,37:, 
from London via Hongkong, General, to Smith, 

Baker & Co. 

Rov. 29, Brit. str. Belgic, Davison, 2,627, from San 
Francisco, Mails and General, to P. M. Co, 

Nov. 80, Froh. etr. Menzaleh, Homery, 1,278, fron 
Hongkong, Mails and General, to M. M. Co. 

Nov. 30, Brit. str. Strathmore, Rowell, 1,388, from 
Kobe, Ballast, to Smith, Baker & Co. 

Deo. 1, Jap. str. Genkat-Maru, Conner, 1,917, from 
Cees and ports, Mails and General, to M. B. 


Deo. 1, Jap. barq. Sumanoura-Maru, Spiegelthal, 925, 
from Nagasaki, Coals, to M. B. Co. 

Deo. 1, Jap. str. Wakonoura-Maru, Christensen, 
1,800, from Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 

Dec. 8, Italian Frigate Garibaldi, 2,000 tons, 8-gups, 
from San Francisco. 

Deo. 5, Jap. barg. Awajishima-Maru, Creighton 66", 
from Nagasaki, Coals, to M. B. Co. 

Dec. 5, Freh. barg. Slice, Scenla, 806, from Antwerp, 
General, to A. Reimers & Co. 

Dee. 5, Jap. str. Takasago-Maru, Young, 1,230 from 
Pega via Kobe, Mails and General, to M B 


Dec. 6, Am. bark Haze, Evins, 796, from Newcast 0, 
N.S.¥"., Oct. 8th, Coale, to Walsh, Hall « Co. 

Dec. 6, Ger. schr. Helene, Breckwoldt, 430, from 
Hamburg, June 28th, General, to A. Reimers & 


0. ‘ 
Dec. 6, Am. ship Wandering Jew, Talpey, 1,787, from 
Cardiff, July 12th, Coals, to P, Bohm. 
Dec. 7, Jap. str. Takachiho-Maru, Nye, 1,406, from 
Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 

Deo. 8, Jap. str. Hiroshima-Maru, Haswell, 1,870, 
from Shanghai and ports, Mails and General, to 
M. B. Co, 

Dec. 8, Brit. str. Radnorshire, Davies, 1,885, from 
London via Hongkong, General, to Adamson, Bell 
& Co. 

Dec. 8, Am. str. City of Tokio, Maury, 5,050, from 
Hongkong, Mails and Geveral, to P. M. Co. 

Deo. 8, Am. ship Cora, Thombs, ),492, from Yew 
York, June 15th, Kerosene and General, to C. & 
J. Trading Co. 


DEPARTURES. 


Nov. 23, Jap. str. Tokio-Maru, Swain, 2119, for 
Shanghai end ports, Mails and General, des- 
patched by M. B. Co. 

Nov. 24, Jap. str. Kiworto-Maru, Hogg, —, 
Yoknichi, General, despatched by M. . Co, 
Nov. 24, Jap. str. Wakanoura-Moru, Cbristensen, 
1,800 for Kobe, Mails and General, despatobed by 

‘ MM, B, Oo ¥ 


for 


Nov. 24, Brit. str. Strathmore, Rowell, 1,383, for 
Kobe. General, despatched by Smith, Baker & Co. 
Nov. 25, Brit. str. Oceanic, Metcalfe. 3,7: 0, for San 
Francisco, Maile and General, despatched by O. 
& O. Co. 

Nov. 26, Freh. str. Tanais, Reynier, 1,786, for Hong. 
kong, Mails and General, despatched by M. M- 
Co. 


Nov. 26, Jap. str. Néigata-Maru, Wynn, 1,608, for 
Hongkong via Kobe, Mails and General, des- 
patched by M. B. Co. 

Nov. 26, Jap. str. Swmida-Maru, Hubenet. 896, for 
Hakodate, Mails and General, despatched by M. 
B. Co. 

Nov. 28, Jap. barq. Kanagawa-Maru, Eckstrand, 
184, for Nagasaki, Ballast, despatched by M. B. 
0, 


Nov. 29, Brit. str. Hector, Rellinge, 1,412, for Lon- 
“on via Japan and China ports, General, des- 
patched by Butterfield » Swire. 

Nov. 29, Jap. str. Takachiho-Maru, Nye, 1,406, for 
Kobe, Muila and General, desputched by M. B. Co. 

Nov. 40, Jap. str. Nagoya-Maru, Walker, 1,914, for 
Shanghai and ports, Mails and Geueral, des- 
patched by M. B. Co. 
eo. 1, Brit. str. Belgie Davison, 2,627, for Hong- 
koog, Mails and General, despatched by WU. & O. 


10. 

Deo. 1, Brit. str. Sunda, Reeves, 1,704, for Hong. 
kong via Hiogo and Nagasaki, Mails and Geueral, 
despatched by P. & «). Co. 

Deo. 3, Jap. str. Tamaura-Maru, Carrew, 558, for 
the North, Mails and General, despatched by M. 
B. Co. 

Dec. 2, H. B. M. steam-corvette Encounter, Capt. 
Robinaon, 1,934 tons, 14-guns, 2124 H.P., 226 
men, for Kobe. 

Deo. 8, H.B.M. sloop Pegasus, Comd. Day, 1,187 tons, 
6-guns, 940 H.P., 120 men. for Hongkeng. 

Deo. 8, l'rit. str. Claucus, Jackson, 1,648, for Lon- 
don, via Kobe, Nayasaki and Hongkong, General, 
despatched by Butterfield & Swire. 

Deo. 5, Jap. str. Kokonoye-Maru, Withlefeen, 1,133, 
for Hakodate, Mails and General, despatched by 
M. B. Co. 

Dec. 6, Jap. str. Wakanoura-Maru, Christensen, 
1,800, for Kobe, Mails and General, despatched 
by M. B. Co. 

Deo. 6, Brit. str. Strathmore, Rowell, 1,383, for New 
York, General, despatched by Smith, Baker & Co. 
Deo. 6, Dan. str. Volmer, Heintzelmann, 978, for 
Kobe, General, despatched by Walsh, Hall & Co. 
Dec. 7, Jap. str. Genkas-!'aru, Conner, 1,917, for 
Shanghai and ports, Mails and General, des- 

patched by M. B. Co. 


PASSENGERS. 


Per Jap. str. Tokio- Maru, for Shanghai and porte: 
—Mr. avd Mrs. Smith, Rev. J. B. Porar, Rev. G. 
Kovox, wife and child, Sfessrs, Delacamp, Mypauny, 
Abatz, Barry and ]2 Japanese in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Nagoya-Maru, from Shanghai and 
porte :—Lient. L. B. Friend, Messrs. Von der Hayde, 
Jacob-, Hill, Bazing, Co'ombo, Cuthbertson and 16 
Japanese in cabin; 200 Japanese and 1 European 


in steerage. For San Francisco : Mr. A. W. Danforth 
in cabin 

Per Brit. str. Sunda from Hongkong via Naga- 
saki:—Mr. and Mrs. J. |. Reid, Miss Mac- 


Kenzie, Dr. and Mrs. W. A. Thomeen, Mr. CO. T. 
Smith, Mr. J. MoLean; and 2 Chinese on deck. 

Per Brit. str. Oceanic, for Sun Francisco :—Chinese 
Minister for Washington, Sc., and staff, Paymaster 
O. C. Tiffany, u.s.n., Dr. A. M. Owen, Messrs, 
James Bishop, Jr., M. Satow, C. K. Lewis, Geo. 
Thyen, (hue, Lochue, Ngn, Isu Lik Chaand A. W. 
Danforth in cabin; 20 Europeans and 841 Chinese 
in steerage. For London: Messrs. Gustave Hftrli- 
man and A. E. Philiphens in cabiu. For Paris: 
Messrs, Carlo Giuesani, A. Andreosri, A. Melonce! 
and E. Ottolini, in cabin. For Hamburg: Mr. 
Flatow in cabin. For Liverpool: Mr. L. B Friend 
in cabin. 

Per Freh. str. Zanais, for Hongkong :—Comte de 
Seebach, Mesers. B. Imberti, M. Lister, G. Vigano, 
Velini, A. Noretti, C. Gerosa, B. Gualini, L. Insel- 
vin , Miller, K. Tajima, H. Holoshi and Aseaichi in 
cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Tamaura-Maru, from Hakodate :— 
6 Japanese. 

Per Jap. str. Niigata-Maru, for Hongkong via 
Kobe:—Mr. M. Dohmen, Major-General Mclotyre, 
Messrs. Geo. Bailie, Geo. Irwin, C. B. Bernard, H. 
Abrens and 6 Japanese in cabin. 

Per Brit, str. Glaucus, from Hongkong :—Mr, 
Singleton, 

Per Jap. str. Takachtho-Maru from Kobe:—Meesrs, 
Taylor and Conuor ip gabin | and 190 Japanese in 
Mosragey 
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Per Japanese steamer Kokonoye-Maru from Hako- 
date :—200 Japanese and 1 European in steerage. 

Per Brit. str. Belgic, from San Francisco : —Comd, 
P. H. Cooper, u.s.n., Rev. D. C. Green and family, 
Mrs, Loomis and family, Rev. W. H. F. Garratt, 
Rev. Anotobe, Messrs Miteuon Kubara, D. Marcas, 
A, Zwet, and E. B. Kittle in cabin. For Hongkong : 
Rev. G. L. Mackay and family in ovbin; and 683 
Chinere in steerage. 

Per Brit. str. Lord of the Isles from London vis 
Hongkong :—Messrs. Swatman and Gillet in cabin. 

Per Freb. str. Menzaleh, from Hongkong :—Mr. 
Ezuzi in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Nagoya-Afaru, for Shanghai and 
ports:—Meners. J. H. Bullock, W. H. Smith and 
servant, R. D. Walker and servant, J. D. Walker and 
servant, and 4 Japanese in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Genkai-Maru, from Shanghai and 
ports :—Mesers. J. J. Quin, B. Cars, FE. H. Tuskar, 
Rondon, and 26 Japaneve in cabin; 2 Europeans, 8 
Chinese and 256 Japanese in steerage. For San 
Francisoo: Rev. J. R. Goddard, Mra. J. R. Goddard, 
and 4 children in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Wokanoura-Maru, from Kobe:— 
Capt. Matlmann and 8 Japanese. 

Per Brit. str. Sunda, for Hongkong via Hiogo and 
Nagasaki :—Dr. Simmons, Dr. Lyons, Dr. Schenel, 
Revd. B. Davidson, Mrs. Davidson, Lt. John Browne, 
Messrs. Boyson. and Veitch in cabin; and 4 Chinese 
in steerage. 

Per Jap. str. Takasago-Maru, from Hongkoog via 
Kobe :—Meesrs. Martin Dohmen, H. Abrens, J. H 
Loneford, C. B Barnard, and 3 Japanese in cabin. 
119 Japanese and 1 Chinese in steerage. 

Per Jap. str. Takachtho-.Varu, from Kobe:—80 
Japanese in steerage. 

Per Jap. str. Genkat-Maru, for Shanghai and 
porte :—Revd. D. O. Greene and family, Mesers. B. 
A. Boberteon, ('. Stebel, J. B. Morse, W. A. Wooley, 
M. Ginsburg, Mr. and Mrs, Casaqua, and 6 Japanese 
in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Hiroshwma-Maru, from Shanghai and 
porte :—Prinoe Fushimi no Miya, Mra. W. H. Sibby, 
Mrs. Ballagh, Mr. North and child, Mesers. M. 
Kirkwood, @. W. Thomeou, E. H. Gill, Roehr, and 
4 Japanese in cabin; and 6 Chinese an ' 231} Jape- 
nese in steerage. For kan Francisco: Mr. Randall 
Pye in cabin. 

Per Am. str. City of Tokio, from Hongkong for 
San Francisco :—Mesnre. J. F. Burrous, O. B. Farrell, 
H. Ratjee, Oliver Rice, Rev. A. W. Nesbit and 
Captain Rernolds in cabin; and 1049 (hinese in 
steerage. For Yokohama: One Chinaman in steerage. 

Per Am. ship Cora, from New York ;—J. C. 
Cabot, Esq. 


REPORTS. 


The British steamer Sunda reports: —Left Hong 
kong Nov. 16th at 0.30 p.m. From thence to Turn 
about fresh monsoon and fine, then variable winds 
ending in a strong N.W, gale to Nagasaki. Left 
Nagasaki at 8 a.m. 21st to Yokohama five weather 
and light winds. Arrived here at 1 p.m. 24th inst. 

The Japanese steamer Tamaura-Maru reports :— 
Left Hakodate at 6 p.m. 28rd inst. Experienced 
fresh N.E. winds with fine weather throughout. 
Arrived at 2a.m. 26th. Brought down Capt. Walker 
and crew of wrecked M. B. str. Chishima-Marw. 

The American echooner Diana, reports :—Off 
King encountered a strong gale from 8. E. with 
tremendous sea, lost two boats and did ether damage 
passed the Pioneer beating ap. 

H. M. ship Zephyr reports :—Strong N.W. gale 
on 20th and 21st; remainder light winds from North- 
ward. 

The British steamer Glaueus reports :—Left Lon- 
don Sept. 26th. Left Hougkong Nov. 19th. Arrived 
at Yokohama 26th inst. Experienced atrong N.E. 
monsoon op China coast; thence to Van Dieman’s 
Straite fresh Northerly winds and rain; from thete 
to port strong Westerly gale with heavy squalls 
and fine westher intervening. 

The British steamer Belgic report::—Left San 
Francisco Nov. 8th at 2.51 p.m. Encountered fice 
weather with variable winds throughout the voyage. 
Arrived at Yokohama Nov. 29th at 726 p.m. Time 
20 days, 11 hours and 7 min. 

The British steamer Lord of the Isles reports :— 
From Loudon arrived at Hongkong Nov. 18th, and 
left on 22nd. Experienced strong N.E. gales throuvh- 
out and very high sea. Arrived at Yokobama 29th 
inst. 

The American stesmer City of Tokio reports :— 
Left Hongkong Deo, 2nd at 3.10 p.m. Had strong 
N.E. gales aud high sea to Deo. 6th ; and thence to 
Yokobama moderate N.E. and fine weather. Arrived 
Deo, Sth at Spi, Time 6 days, #0 boure and 
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COMMERCIAL CIRCULAR. 


Yoxonama, 77H Ducumnne, 1881. 


Showing Duties payable, Prices realized, Quotations, and Estimated Sales of Goods in Yokohama, for the period of 18 days from 
28rd. November 1881, to the 6th December 1881, inclusive, 


IMPoRTS. 


Since the issue of our last circular on the 24th. ultimo, business has been almost solely confined to yarns to arrive during this and next month. 
The past few days, however, have shown less activity ; and quotations at the close are a shade weaker, if anything, allround. Some nominal improvement 
in currency exchange hae taken place consequent upon, it is believed, the recall of government advances to several companies and industrial 
anderia rine? Much speculation, based upon the supposed effect of the fall of the silk monopoly, has probably had a material influence on the exchangeable 

ue of paper. 

YAENS :—Sales reported amount to 2,747 Bales against 6,241 Bales for the preceding period; making a total for the year to date of 62,244 Bales 
—vis.: 39,427 Bales 16/24; 10,482 Bales 28/32; 1,627 Bales 38/42; 2,652 Bules doubled, and 8,056 Bales Indians, 

SUGAR :—An advance of about 10 cents per picul has been established on all grades. 

KEROSENE :—Market very quiet and settlements since last mail very small: quotations as below, with no sellers. A few transactions aro 
reported having taken plane between foreigners. 


188 lbs. = 1 Picul. 100 Dollars Mexican = 811 Silver Boos. 


DUTY PAID. 


DUTY CALCULATED 


In ESTIMATED SALES. 


(From 28rd November to 6th December.) 


COTTON PIECE GOODS. 


Drills, American, 40 yds. 80 in. 14 Ibs. 2.65 @ 3.50 
Prints, assorted, 24 ,, 30,, 1.00 @ 3.00 
Satins (cotton) ae tte ate 0.118 @ 0.12 
Shirtings, Grey, 88) yds. 89 in. 140 @ 1.90 
»” » 884 ,, 39, 1.75 @ 2.35 

S a ast » 4555 2.20 @ 2.75 
T. Cloth, 82 in. 6 lbe. 1.20 @ 1.60 
1.55 @ 1.76 


Turkey Beds, 


bo = 
6.75 @ 7.80 


Velveta (black) 35 ,, 2 
Victoria Lawns, 12 5, 
Cotton Italians, 85 ,, 82,, ... 


COTION YARN. 


1.6077 ® picul. 


16 eee 
20 doubled... 


WOOLLENS AND MIX1URES. 

Alpaca, 40 yds. 82 in... ee ate ae 

Blankets, senorted, S he (4 green § scarlet) 
» ” ae tas . 


» Bh Ibe. (ail green) 


| 


1.6077 ® picul. 


Cloth, alll wool, 54 g G4 Ibe. 0.0965 P 10 yds. 080 @ 1.80 
u : » 0.80 60 

»» Presidents, 54 @ 64 ,, 0.8918 under 55 in. to] 0.60 8 0.70 
Union, 54 @ 66 ,, 0.4019 exceeding 55 in, 0.38 @ 0.60 
Italian Cloth, 82 in... n. in width ¥ 10 yas 0.35 @ 0.40 
Mouseelines de Laine 6 lain & stripes), 24 yde. 0.0965% 10 yds. | 0.15 @ 0.16 0.164 @ 0.19% 
» wo» Egared) tee ane 0. » oo» _— 0.25 @ 0.40 


SUGAR. 
White, Jimpah, No.1 ove 7.00 @ 8.80 s 
es iuibeeh, » 2 720 @ 7.70 
»  Kokfah, ., 8 6.70 @ 7.10 12,000 piculs stock. 
»  Kangfon, ,, 4 580 @ 6.50 
as tae a 5.00 @ 5.20 
Was. Yack 4.50 @ 4.60 20,000 piculs old stock. 
adele lar autre 4.30 @ 4.35 10,000? » Rew , 


»  Amoy... o ae tee 
METALS &c. 


Iron, Flat and Round ts oe 0.0965 P picul. $2.50 @$2.85 
pa Assorted Nail-rods, (assorted) 0.0965 » 4 2.30 8 8.174 
ea PIB) fetes Ctevee teas 5 0.0488 1.40 @ 1.60 
P ee oN oar 0.2572 5, 3 5.80 @ 6.00 
i one 1.9292 ,, 4, 
Se 0.1980 °, 5 —— 5. | 380 @ 455 
eee Baad | —_— 4.80 @ 4.90 
ove lo ad valorem, —— Poase| 2.15 Nominal. 8 
an 0-4019 *P pical. eae 10.00, @ 15.00 tock 207,610 casce, 
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STAPILH HIEPORTS. 


SILK.—Onr last report was dated 24th ultimo. The position of our silk market during the last two woeks may be briefly eammed up 1—Depressing 
avices from the consuming markets, and no disposition onthe part of sellers to meet buyers and transact a business. As far as daily returns will show 
settlements by foreigners do not exceed 660 bales ; Japanese atill continue to ship freely on their own account. 


t ia to be noted that some 2,200 native bales have been sent into foreign godowns under loan; fluctuations in the value of native paper curremcy 
have also hindered business, 


Arrivals have been on a free scale and stock, all kinds ised, is estimated at 10,000 shipping bales. 
At the quotations given it cannot be said that holders are free sellers. 


General satisfaction has not been given by sellers under the new regulations as to bulk being equal in quality to musters sold from ; in some cases 


faith has been kept, but in others not, and a fair average quantity of silk been rejected on inspection. 
Toran Kxrornt rrou lst Juuy ro Darts. 1880-81. 1881-83 
London... a ove ore owe wee oweote ss weeSs« 8,187 Bales, 1,798 Bales. 
France and Italy see oes toe oe aoe oe ae 8,020 gg . 8854 4 
United States 0 we eee one wee nets ee 8, BEB gy 8047 
8,010 Bales. 7,490 Bales. 


TEA.—A fair dewand for low grade teas continuing prices shew a further advance on last quotations, and a rise of about $1 per picul has been 
established on all grades from Good Modium downwards. Rottiomente during the interval amount to 5,400 piouls, and i i 


wupplice having been on 
scale stocks in first hands are somewhat reduced. The 8. 8. Lord of the Isles and Radnershire are advactised for New York with quick despateh via 
China ports and Sues; rate of freight £3 per 40 cubic feet. 


DESCRIPTION. PRICES PER PICUL. REMARKS. 
SILK:— 
Mayebashi and Sinshiu;13 @ 2 Hanks... ss sue ae $640 to $650 picul. 
™ “ a | ee el hee es 620 to 635 ip 
2 *  Seodtowee Ot ‘ too to 800” 
f i and lower. we oe ‘ 
RakedaayiGood! cue a0 cate been) ak ben 665 to 680 |, Many lots held for higher prices. 
Filatures; Best he ia Ee eR PD aw Be 125 to 760 ,, 
» Good aM ysene eee Mier eins Uside Cae 690 to 7200 4 
Hamatski ; Medium to Good Ce 610 to 5380 e 
Sendai and Oshia on ~-_~t — e J 
TEA :— 
Common... cco” oe ow ane one eve ove vee } $10.00 and under, 
Good Common ... ue oo ave oe ow oe oe $11.00 to $14.00 
Medium ... oe oy oo oo eee wee one ase $16.00 to $19.00 
Good Medium ... aR ie one ne fans, an ace $22.00 to $24.00 Prices show an advance of $1 on last quotations. 
Fine aoe vee eee ae one ooo oon ae ae $25.00 to $29.00 
Finest... ae oe oy are os os wee on $81.00 ‘to $35.00 
Choice ... oe ee ose we — wen aes on $36.00 and upwards. 


EXCHANGE. 


Jépanese holders continuing to ask prices some twelve per cent. higher than quotations at home for their ailk, purchases bave been om a very 
limited scale. Stocks smounting to seme 9,000 to 10,000 shipping bales, it is expected that holders will reduce their prices considerably. 
Transactions inexchange have, in eonsequence, been very trifimg. Silver has advanced slightly and closes at 52. 
On Loupor—Benk 


” ” 
” ” 


do. 
°  Bapis—Bank. ... 
» Credits 
» SHANGHAI.—Bank 


” » 


Paper currency, 167} per $100. 
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BIRTH. 


At No. 73. Bluff, Yokohama, on the 14th. inst. 
the wife of W. Vawpsgr, of a son. 


DIED. 


On board the 8. 8. Waverley, at sea, whilst on the 
passage from Wladivostock to Hakodate, on the 
12th inst.. Marazw Carin Apams, of Nagasaki, 
Japan. aged 55 years. 


Summary. 


—+o-— 


UR last issno was dated December 9th. 

for transmission by the M.M.S.S 

Vielga. The following mails have since been 
received :— 


P.MS. City of Rio de Janeiro, Ban Frcisco...Nov. 22 arr. Deo. 18 
MMS. Tanais, Oct. 30» » 
MMB. Niigata Maru, London Nov. 4» » 19 


And the following have been despatched :— 


BEMS. Folge, Marecillen = ‘December 10 
A ‘y oy 
BP. & 0.8. pf trdees bow Pek PS 18 
LMG. Mensaleh, Marecilles .... ” “ 


Soow after these lines are in type the great 
Christian festival will have once more dawn- 
ed upon the world and at least the British 

rtion of the foreign commanity will be 
intent on keeping their wonted: holiday. 
Regarded in whatever light it may be, Christ- 
goas is at least a troly English festival. In 
swhatever part of the world Englishmen inay 


find themselves, whether it be within the 
ice-bound shores of noithern regions, amidat 
the lofty hills, sultry plains, and donse 
jungles of India, or in some flonrishing ate 
of what Sir Charles Dilke not inaptly cnlls 
our “Greater Britain beyond the seas,” or 
even in this Ultima Thule of civilization they 
do their best to preserve the timo-honoured 
associntions of the season. Various schemes 
aroafloat for promoting the enjoyment of 
one and all, including the “ rising generation ” 
for whose delectation concerts and Christmas 
trees are being prepared. Tho departure of 
the O. & O.S. Belgic has been expedited 
to 10 a.m. on the 25th. inst. ; this will enable 
places of business to be closed on Boxing 
Day which, had the original date, 27th, inat., 
been adhered to would have been impossible. 
For this boon the commanity are indebted to 
the agent of the company who has kindly 
effected the alteration. He has earned their 
best thanks and his health and prosperity 
will probably be the the subject of many a 
toast during the festive season of ‘* peace and 
good-will.” 


Tue advent of Christmas reminds os that 
the year 1881 is fast drawing to its close ; 
a few days more and it will have 
merged into the vast and illimitable past. 
What prospects the new year has in store 
for ns can scarcely be predicted. Look 
which way we will, in all parts of the world 
things seem to be in a state of transition, 
Nor is Japan an exception: the silk war is 
over but the balance of trade-has scarcely 
righted itself, and the approaching revision 
of treaties is being warmly discussed ; that 
is, a8 far as snch an apathetic community as 
that of Yokohaina is cnpable of being inter- 
ested or enthusinstic in anything above the 


level of a cricket match or a theatrical por- 
formance. Iu matters of amusement they 
can be active enough ; but when a question 
of vital importance arises concerning their 
very safety and welfare, then—why then, 
“they will see about it.” 


THE question of a legisIntive assembly still 
continues to be discussed by the native press 
but there appears to be no prospect of its 
establishment being hastened. On the 8th. 
inst. his Imperial Majesty the Mikado held 
a leveé of governors of fu and ken at the 
imperial palace when he explained their 
duties and clearly Inid down the power and 
authority they would continue to exercise 
until such time as the parliament shall be 
established. Some of the savgi are ambi- 
tions of becoming members of an hereditary 
upper house on the same plan ss our own 
House of Lords and are commencing to 
agitate its-adoption. Such an institution in 
Japan is not desirable even if it be possible. 
It would savour too strongly of the feudal- 
iam from which the country sie only recent- 


ly esoaped. 


We have not yet heard the Inst of the 
Kaitakashi. General Karoda has recently 
addressed a memorial to the government in 
which he recommends that it bo left in its 
present condition for the next three years at 
an annanl expenditure of 600,000 yen. He 
anys that its immediate abolition will frus- 
trate many important speculations in which 
several million yen havo been invested and 
therefore urges its continuance. The ques- 
tion is still engaging the attention of the 
cabinet. 


Tuar the commanity of Yokohama is not 
deficient in theatrical talent was amply proved 
by the very successfal entertninmert which 
was given at the Gaiety Theatre on the even- 
ing of the 18th. inst. he piece sclected was 
W.S. Gilbert’s Pulace of Truth which is pro- 
bably the worst and most pointless of all that 
author’s numerous productions. Nevertheless 
the amateura played their parts with so much 
spirit that they made this so-called “ fairy "” 
comedy “go down” with the numerous and 
critical audience with which the. building was 
cluscly packed. A full report will be found 
in another column. 


A sugar monopoly ia threntened. One of 
the native papers states that native planters 
are sorely exercised concerning the increased 
importation of foreign sngar which has 
occasioned scrions luss to them, A company 
is said to have been formed for “ improving 
the manufactare of sagar, extending the 
business, and thereby checking farther im- 
portation of tho article.” It is also stated 
that an application has been made to the 
government for “special protection in fur- 
therance of theso objects” nnd that they 
have notified their approval of the under- 
taking. 

ABSURD rumours are constantly being cir- 
culated relativo to the United States diploma- 
tic and consalar service in Japan. The lat- 
est of these is that the Hon. John A. Bingham 
and Gen. T. B. Van Buren are about to be 
replaced respectively hy Messrs. John Rus- 
sell Young and E. H. House. The report, to 
say the least is highly improbable. The 
former gentleman’s only claim to office seems 
to be that he has taken a tour round the world 
with Gen. Grant and has written a book to 
bolster up the object of his admiration. We 
doubt very much whether such recommenda- 
tion would carry any weight with President 
Arthur. As for the latter gentleman the 
less said the better. A glance at the files of 
the defunct okio Times will be sufficient to 
stamp him ns utterly onfit for the post of 
consal-general at Kanagawa. It is not impro- 
bable, however, that General Van Baren may 
sooner or Inter succeed Mr. Bingham; this 
would be promotion where it is due, anda 
better appointment, or one more satisfactory 
to the entire foreign community could not 
possibly.be made. 


328 


THE JAPAN GAZETTE. 


Heeding Articles. 


APPROACHING REVISION OF THE 
LREATIES. 


If. 
N the 15th. November we reprinted from 
the Loudon and China Express a report 
framed by a committee of London merchants 
on the propositions put forward by the 
Japanese government for a revision of the 
reaty and tariff with Great Britain. In an 
earlier issue, Nov. 7th. we reprinted the 
report of the Manchester Chamber of Com- 


merce on the samo subject, and had the | 


comments of the Leeds or Bradford merchants 
reached us the expression of mercantile 
opinion in England would be complete. 
Happily, however, we can dispense with the 
last named and, while criticising the work of 
others, offer some reflections of foreign 
opinion in Yokohama that may be found 
worthy of even more than passing considera- 
tion, 

Our London correspondent, in spirited lan- 
guageand with visible enthusiasm, ceusures 
the tone of the report of the London com- 
mittec ; and we fully endorse his views. The 
document is not creditable either to the com- 
mittee who drew it up or to the spirit in which 
Japan’s propositions are supposed to have 
been received. The ground which this com- 
mittce assumes England should take up in her 
negotiations with Japan is untenable: in rea- 
son and fairness we are bound to receive with 
the utmost respect and consideration every 
proposal Japan may make. We ought to 
assume that the government know best the 
requirements of their own country; if their 
propositions are unreasonable, injurious in 
their tendency, or retrogressive in effect, it is 
for us, with our world-wide knowledge and 
varied experience, to endeavour to dissnade 
the nation from a course which cannot 
ultimately be beneficin] whatever its im- 
mediate effect may be. We have no right, 
and, to do justice to n large number of think- 
ing men, no inclination to force upon Japan 
the necessity of sacrificing every ational 
feeling, every patriotic inspiration, to the 
exigcnei-s of a trade the trao meaning und 
benefits of which aro as yet but imperfectly 
understood, and that only by the few. We 
came hero uninvited; wo forced upon an 
unwilling nation commercial treaties every 
breach of which was, until a few years 
ago, deemed to justify stern remonstrance. 
Unlike the conservative Chinese the Japan- 
eso suddenly threw off the restraints ef cen- 
turies. The powers that held the land in 
subjection gave place to a reformed govern- 
ment, and a new force aroso in the person of 
the people. Fifteen years ago there were no 
powers in Japan but the sovereign and the 
nobles: now the people form a power greater 
than both. Internal dissensions were the 
natural consequences of this complete snbver- 
sion of the rule of ayes; and the country has 
passed through an opech in its history with 
infinite credit to its government. Perhaps a 
revolution so complete could never have 
taken place had it not been for the 
awnkening of the desire for knowledge 
caused by the advent of those few American 
vessela seven and twenty years ngo, the 
treaties which followed, and the commerce 
which was the consequence, Educated 
Japanese are not slow to acknowledge the 
benefits which have accrued to their country 
from conventions which have placed Japan 
du tho rank of nations, and made for her, if, 


she chooses to cultivate the acquaintance, 
many friends among those enlightened powers 
of the west who love wot injustice, and who 
have fought too long aud arduoasly for their 
own liberties to deny equal privileges to 
others. Courtesy alone demands that every 
matter connected with her own future iv 
which Japan takes the initiative should be 
received with the fallest consideration ; aud 
where argument and reason fail to convince 
her rulers of the error they propese to commit 
we must be content to trust to the lessons of 
experience, even though, in the meantime, 
that commerce we remain here to improve and 
transact should bo impeded, or temporarily 
suspended. We know that the days when 
fleets and armies were used to induce trade 
among the people of a nation who would not 
trade—who preferred their selfish isolation to 
commerce which is a vital necessity of human 
existenco—are happily past and gone. We 
have now to deal with a people not deficient 
in education, euterprise, and intelligence; 
and a government more embarrassed by their 
own misfortunes than averse to extended 
relations with other powers: to these we can 
hold no language of menace or insult; yet 
this Innguage has been with much trath 
impnted to the report of the London com- 
mittee, with which, however, foreigners in 
Japan have little if any sympathy. As oar 
correspondent justly remarks, that report is 
not a “manifesto or embodiment of con- 
clusions of the government. It deals only 
with tho hard relations of commerce which 
naturally extrude all matters extraneous to 
them,” and it bas been written by men none 
of whom have any great claim to personal 
knowledge of Japan as it now is: and, final- 
ly, it is deprecated as carnestly and thorough- 
ly by sensible foreigners here ns it can possi- 
bly be by the most: sensitive Japanese, 

This explicit disclaimer of tho obnoxious 
document is necessary before we can ven- 
ture to stute the views of those foreigners 
whose experience bas been gained by years 
of direct intercourse with Japan conducted 
on the best principles of probity.’ Many 
of the complaints made against Japan are not 
entirely withont ‘foundation, There is an 
obvious distrust of foreigners, and 1 seeming 
desire to prevent the extension of commerce, 
especinlly painful to those who are forced to 
contrast the utterances of the people in 
friendly conversation with their views ex- 
pressed anonymously in the native newspapers. 
There is an unconcealed yet mistaken jealousy 
of foreign interference with the right of 
tariff control, and the exemption of strangers 
from the lez terre, on the part of the ruling 
powers much to be deplored; whilo on the 
part of the people there is undisguised envy 
of the appearanco of prosperity which distin- 
guishes the few poor foreign settlements 
from native towns ; prosperity which, thoagh 
merely factitious, is attribnted to the ex- 
clusive appropriation of commercial rights 
denied to Japancso merchants. Other 
grievances are patent. The firm estab- 
lishmont of monopolics and combinations ; 
the support directly and indirectly accorded 
by the government to some of them, and the 
countenance and tacit approval extended to 
others, tend as effectually to defent the object 
of treatics of commerce which confer tradal 
rights on the whole of the people, as though 
a Jaw should pass declaring all trade contro- 
band which is not condneted through 
certain official nominees. Foreigners, im- 
preased with a belief that commerco might be 
vastly extended to general advantage if these 
obstacles were removed, chafe under the 
hardship and, as“is their wont, “complain 


bitterly of the perfidy which permits the 
government to remain passive while a vital 
stipulation of a solemn treaty is set at de- 
fiance by a mere handful of men whose action 
is palpably injurious to the people. For- 
eigners are here on the distinct understanding 
that they shall have full liberty to deal with 
all classes of Japanese: that condition is 
openly violated by cliques of monopolists 
who presume to license the persons empower- 
ed to deal with foreigners, and to restrict the 
number until it can be counted on the fingers 
of both hands. This shameful abnsce is openly 
represented in the person of the Machigaisho 
which issues licenses to traders to deal in 
Yokohama: levies taxes on all commodities 
entering or leaving tho foreign settlement: 
pays an annual snm to the local governmen 6 
for these privileges: employs the police, a 
branch of the imperial service, to enforce its 
unlawfal decrees; and has erected watch 
houses at all the bridges where spics are sta- 
tioned to prevent thecvasion of its regulations, 
Respectful appeals to the government through 
the medium of foreign representatives elicit 
but one answer: —“ We know nothing at all 
about it:” and that answer, for obvioas 
reasons, is considered to add insult to injury. 
The government may be wholly unconnected 
with these associations; they say they are, 
and we are in duty bonnd to believe them, 
but is the absence of personal interest 
any reason why they should parmit one 
or two close corporations to commit 
open violations of treaty rights intended, 
not for foreignors’ exclusive advantage but 
for the general benefit of commerce which 
cannot confer wealth upon the foreigner 
without conferring it doubly upon the native 
of this country. We search the new proposi- 
tions in vain to discover any remedy for this 
distressing situation; and look — throngh 
every clanse in tho fast wearying hope 
that all the many promises and protesta- 
tions of friendship to foreigners and desires 
for an extended trade may be found embodied 
in some obscurely worded section. The 
humiliating situation in which foreigners 
are placed is to be mado even less 
endurable; and in the whole of these pro- 
posals not a single concession is to be made 
in favour of those who, during their twenty 
years residence in the open porta, have never 
given the government any cause to regre’ 
their presence. 

These grievances have of late attracted 
much attention; and the refusal of the 
government to give ear to the complaints 
directly and indirectly made has been 
anfavourably constracd as equivalont in effect 
to a denial of justice, or an identification of 
the interests of the government with those 
of the monopolists. This knowledge, com- 
bined with the avowed desire to materially 
increaso the taviff on imports, leads to the 
not unnatural belief that the monopolists oa 
the one hand, by excluding the people from 
free interconrse with the scttlements, aud 
the governmont on the other, by the large 
and in some cases prohibitive increase of 
duties on articles of real necessity, are j ined 
in the common object of destroying a com- 
merce already weakened and undermined by 
unchecked abnses; and to some exten& 
extenuates, if it docs not justify, the follow- 
ing passages in the London report :— 


We cannot but remark on the feeling of distrust 
towards foreigners which seems to be the animat— 
ing spirit of the Japanese nogotiators. Thero is 
no recognition whatever of the benefits which the 
opening of foreign trade has conferred on the 
country in extending employment and enbancing. 
the value of native productions. Foreign trate, irk’ 
their idea, does not constitute au interest to ber 


‘to withdraw from the 
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cultivated and expanded, as calculated still more f 
to increase the revenue and promote the interests 
of the country ; but it is to be restricted in extent, 
fettered by regulations, and burdened with heavy 
duties, as an object of doubtful advantage at best 
and only tolerable when kept under strict control. 

The writers of these sentences no doubt 
believed that the Japanese government could 
not be ignorant of the conditions under 
which commerce languishes in this country, 
and that their inaction is equivalent to 
endorsation of the asta of those who place 
obstructions in the path of commerce, or to 
the support of those few monopolists whose 
existence, if future friendly commercial rela- 
tions are to be maintained, is impossible. Yet 
these sentences are among those, we are 
ngsured, which gave the greatest umbrage 
to the Japanese minister in London, and 
materially influenced him in forwarding to 
Earl GRANVILLE a strong and indignant re- 
monstrance. Would there were no ground 


for these complaints and the inferences drawn 
from them. Whether there is or not lot the 
Japanese government pause ard consider. 
They have it in their power to investigate 
tho matter thoroughly; and they can ascer- 
tain beyond doubt whether we are correct in 
aseerting that, in open violation of the treaty, 
Yokohama is subject to a virtaal blockade 
which makes commerce the tool of cliqnes, 
and casts the gravest doubts on the bond 
fide of the government.—Dec. 10. 


IIT. 


N the second article in the issne of 10th. 
instant, we referred to the report of 

the committee of London merchants on this 
interesting question. With the tone and 
language of that report we have, for reasons 
already stated, no sympathy; bat as there 
is much valuable matter aparpat i in it we 
TO} to deal with some of the passages 
Pr pesstial interest and utility. The er 
allades to the unreasonableness of the demand 
made by Japan to withdraw “from the 
“comparatively favourable treaty and tariff 
“ander which interconrse is at present 
“carried on, and in accordance with whose 
“ provisions many important interests have 
“gradually grown up to maturity.” This 
assertion should have been preceded by a 
definite statement of what the committee 
believed Japan really does demand. There 
appears to be no intention on her part 
present treaty 
until such time as new arrangements, 
satisfactory to all, have been negotiated 
and settled. Those arrangements seem to 
provide for a limitation and dofinition of 
extra-territorial jurisdiction, chief among 
which is the condition that any power 
claiming the exercise of sach jurisdic- 
tion shall have full permission to establish 
courts in Japan, “otherwise there would be 
“no courts in this country having jarisdiction 
“in matters over which Japanese jurisdiction 
“had been surrendered.” How far this stipu- 
lation is reasonable or otherwise is capable of 
demonstration by reference to the condition 
of our settlement, which, nominally under 
the municipal control of the Japanese govern- 
ment, is virtually without any control what- 
ever. One patent abuse of many is sufficient 
to show the necessity for the grant of full 
powers toa consular judge, or the abroga- 
tion of the authority of the nation which 
declines to found a court with such 
powers. Some of the consuls of the 


great powers, fe, tho powers specially 
represented, have sufficient anthority to 
impose regulations upon publicans and those 
persons whose ayocations commonsense and 


public convenience alike require to be under 
control. Bat the courts of the lesser nations 
presided over by merchaut-consuls have no 
such powers. Their subjects or‘citizons may 
do what they choose, and practically all forms 
of municipal government may be, and are, 
defied by a Swede, a Peruvian, or the subject 
of any other nation imperfectly represented, 
having no interests political or commercial, 
claiming jurisdiction, yet providing no means 
for its efficient exercise. In such cases, the 
option is given to provido suitable courts. If 
that option is not exercised, Japau very 
reasonably says, “cases might occar which 
“thero would be no court capnble of 
“entertaining. It would be improper there- 
“fore to surrender the Japanese right of 
“jurisdiction absolutely. So jurisdiction is 
“conceded conditionally upon the existence 
“of a foreign court of snfficient competency, 
“in cases where Japanese interests would 
“otherwise be imperilled : where no Japan- 
“ese interests are concerned the jurisdiction 
“is surrendered absolutely.” Plainly Japan 
proposes to the nations desirons of renewing 
their treaties to grant them jurisdiction 
provided steps are taken to ensure the 
exercise of plenary jndicinl functions with- 
out which it is impossiblo for order to be 
maintained, or the interests of the people 
of this country to be protected. Surely such 
a change will be manifestly to the advantage 
of all concerned, and tend much to the 
removal of some of those anomalies which 
are disquieting to all lovers of justice alive 
to the honour and reputation of their coun- 
try. What can be more pninful than the 
spectacle which may be presented at any 
moment? A Japanese having a valid ground 
of action against a British subject relies 
for proof on the evidence of a witness 
whose testimony is indispensable. That 
witness is an American citizen who de- 
clines to give evidence in the British court. 
His consular authority is appealed to, 
bat iu vain, for the corsnlar regulations 
confer no power upon the consnl to com- 
pel the attendance of his countrymen in 
foreign courts. The action is called on in 
the Britieh court, ‘and fails; not throngh 
the incompetence of the court to deal with 
the matter before it, but consequent upon 
the capricious refusal of an individual to give 
his testimony. This would not be a miscar- 
riage of justice; it would bea shameful and 
utterly indefensible denial of justice, brought 
about by the neglect of a nation, otherwiso 
irreproachable for its exact observance of 
other treaty obligations, to provide its repre- 
soutatives with jurisdiction competent to 
enforce a witnesses attendance, and to make 
him answer ander all the pains and ponalties 
that could be inflicted upon him for like 
recalcitration in the court of his own nation. 
Unsatisfactory and ansafe though we hold 
Japanese law to be in its application to the 
large and complex mercantile engagements of 
foreigners, it would be preferable to that 
condition of things instanced above. Witha 
trifling chango, Pore’s woll-known couplet,— 
For forms of government let fools contest ; 
Whate’er is b at administered is best. 
may be applied to the system of consular 
jorisdiction which renders this violation of 
the common right of mankind to justice 
possible, for that it is possible there is no 
doubt. The British government have made 
some provision for correcting and meeting 
this contingency. Section 118 of the orders 
iu council empowers H. B. M. court to make 
an order for the attendance of a British 
subject in the court of any friendly nation in 
Japan, “in cases and under circumstances 


“which would require the attendance of that 
“ British subject before one of H.B.M. courtein 
“ Japan, and if it seems to the court just and 
“expedient so to do,” and refusal to comply 
with the order involves severe penalties, This 
ia a reasonable provision so far as it goes; 
bat what would happen if a British witness 
in a Japanese or American court should refuse 
to answer P The order in council merely pro- 
vides for a witnesses attendance ; and is silent 
as to the means to be employed to compel 
him to answer. There is no satisfaction in 
the knowledge that certain Japanese nre 
superior to the power of the court: that 
there are men who, like Goto SHos1g0, may 
decline to reply to questions pertinent to the 
cause aud, the court being powerless to 
impose any penalty for the refasal, the con- 
sequence is the failare of an action for 
money lent, and a lamentable miscarriage 
of justice reflecting the utmost discredit upon 
the law which permits it. (1) Tho usuage 
of Japanese courts may be reasonably urged 
aga renson why freemen should not be sub- 
jected to their operation, even in trifling 
cases involving fines not exceeding two yen 
for breach of municipal regulations: but it 
should not be permitted to excuse similar 
Inxity in the administration of justice by the 
courts established in Japan by the great 
powers of the west. A remedy might be found 
in a convention between all powers holding 
extra-territorial jnrisdiction over their people, 
compelling the attendance of witnesses in 
all courts of jxstice, and subjecting them 
n such cases to the penalties for contempt 
imposed by their own law. When this is 
done the Japanese government may then 
be properly asked to reform their own laws 
so effectually in this respect, as to prevent any 
farther scandal like that which arose in the 
case alluded to. The London committee had 
but an imperfect understanding of the diffi- 
culties which have arisen, and may again 
arise in the administration of justice for 
which there is no redress, or they would not 
have written “the Japanese subject hasa 
“ prompt and complete legal remedy against 
“a British subject for any wrong sustain- 
“fed.” Nominally the legal remedy exists, 
but, as shown, any witnesa, nota British sub- 
ject, may refuse to nppear to prove the plain- 
tiff’s case or to assist his defence : where, then, 
is the ‘ complete legal remedy ?” Were we, 
in following up this subject, to allude to the 
inefficiency of Japanese law relating to broken 
contracts and other evaded engagements, we 
should beas premature as the London com- 
mittee, who apparently have not heard of, 
certainly not seen, the new codes of law, civil 
and criminal, soon to coine into force, and 
which we understand will remove the grounds 
of complaint undoubtedly existing. 

We had no intention to touch upon this 
portion of the Japanese proposals, believing 
that an amicable understanding will be 
arrived at by the respective governments ; 
bat the abuses to which our own law (and 
the laws of other countries as administered 
in Japan), is exposed justify this digression 
which will probably do some service by call- 
ing the attention of our respective repro- 
sentatives to the urgent need for reform. 

Proceedivg now to the draft treaty of 
commerce and navigation in which residents 
are chiefly interested, we propose to deal 
seriatin with the twenty clauses. Guided by 
personal experience and by the advice of others 
whoso judgment may be relied upon, we 
shall state our views with muoh diffidence. 


(1) Da Rosa vs. Goto Shojiro. Tokio Saibsnsho, 
March 1981; 
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Any member of the community, Japanese 
or foreign, dissenting from, or. desirous 
of correcting, adding to, or otherwise 
modifyirg or improving anything we put 
forward, may do so in these columns, anony- 
mously_if desired, and be assured that his 
arguments will command respectful attention. 
All such comments will be useful alike to 
the Japanese government and our own re- 
presentatives, and will materially infloence 
the decisions of those who are animated by 
an earnest desire to ascertain and thoroughly 
understand the wants of all concerned. 


Article I. reads as follows :— 
7 Agric 1. 


The subjects of each of the High Contracting 
Parties can go in full liberty and security, with 
their vessels and cargoes, into all the places, ports, 
and rivers of, the territories of the other, where 
commerce with other nations is authorized. ‘They 
can stay. and reside in all the said places, can rent 
and occupy houses and warehouses, they can carry 
on commerce there, both wholesale and retail, in 
all descriptions of prodice, in manufactured arti- 
cles, and in all non-prohibited merchandize. 

In the game manner the vessels of war of the 

_two Contracting Parties shall have the liberty 
to enter, into all the ports, rivers, and other places 
in the territories of the other, where it is permitted 
for vessels of war of other nations to enter, to 
anchor there, to stop and undergo repairs, always 
conforming to the local regulations of the two 
respeetive countries, in so far as they are applic- 
able to foreign vessels of war. The stipulations 
of this article are not applicable to the coasting- 
trade which each of the two High Contracting 
Parties resorves respectively to itself, and which 
it can regulate according to its own laws. 


We take the menning of this article to be 
that all the ports of Great Britain () shall 
be open to Japanese subjects; but only those 
ports in Japan now open, dr to be opened, by 
treaty under certain conditions, shall be free 
to British subjects, for parposes of commerce. 
The coasting trade of Japan shall be reserved 
by the Japanese government, a strangely 
inconsistent condition of the reciprocity 
principle on which these proposals are 

“framed ; for the coast trade of Great Britain 
_is open to all the world. There is nothing in 
this section in reference ‘to the opening of new 
ports, a concession which if offered cannot be 
regarded as conducive to foreign or even 
native interests. The expressed opinions of 
all are opposed to any further subdivision of 
the petty trade now scattered over six ports. 
The interests are too small to justify further 
expense for their management. In the course 
of time another port or two might be opened 
for some special export, rice or other grain, 
‘or timber for instance: all that foreigners 
ask for now is the removal of those restric- 
tions which close tho. treaty port of 
Yokohama, and prevent the freedom of 
tradul intercourse specially stipalated for 
yet systematically disregarded. The. refusal 
to comply with this reasonable request is held 
to be significant of a desire on the part of 
“the authorities to confine commerce to fow 
hands, a measure which effectually retards 
the development of those resources upon 
which the fature of Japan depends. The real- 
Ty important part of this article is the coast- 
wise trade. What limitation shall be placed 
upon this iu future is not stated, but in Sir 
Harry Parkss’s circular letter of April 7th, 
1879 the key will be found in the following 
. words :—"“ They may also propose that 
“foreign vessels shall surrender the right 
“they now possess of sharing, to the limited 
* extent afforded them, in the carrying trade 


(2) By Great Britain, whenever used 13 an exam- 
“ple, “te mean Great Britain or any other country 
entering into similar treatics with Japan. é 


“between the open ports.” Any such condi-| regulating the coast traffic. This was wisely 
tion would seriously interfere with commerce.|done in England by enlightened statesmen 
Steamers are chartcred in Europe to discharge | who advocated the repeal of the navigation 
at Yokohama and Hiogo. Are they to be|laws on the broad ground on which they had 
prevented from taking on board cargo when| supported free trade in corn—namely, that 
offered to replace that discharged here;|the people of the country had an undoubted 
and take ballast to Kobe instead? The|right to the best and cheapest transit of the 
monopoly is complete enongh as it is, and} produce of their industry; that it is the ina- 
bears heavily upon the Japanese people in | lienablo right of every man freely to exchange 
non-treaty ports. If it be known that] the resalt of his labour for tho prodactions 
Japanese ships only can carry between the|of other people, and that the practice 
open ports, outward.freights will be at once| of protecting one part of the commanity 
affected, and instead of cheap local transport}at the expense of all other classes was 
in vessels glad of cargo on almost any terms,| unsound and unjustifiable. If, as has been 
we shall be burdened with freights which, | discovered in the United States, shipbuilding 
unchecked by wholesome competition, will be}and shipowning are profitable, they will 
carried to the verge of prohibition. The| flourish without government aid ; if they are 
cheap freights offered by foreign steamers | not profitable, no subsidy or restrictions main- 
are availed of by Japanese who profit to the| tained at tho cost of the community can do 
same extent as foreigners; even more s0,}anything more than keep asickly undertaking 
because their interests are larger. With-|from deserved dissolution, on the verge of 
draw the privilege, and a large number} which it is always tottering. ‘The Japanese 
of peoplo will be taxed for the benéfit of a| people have intelligenco amply sufficient to 
steamship company which belongs either to}show them when their trade is large enough 
the government or an individual:—if to} to support steamers of their own; and they 
the former, the objection is fatal; if to the|have sense enough to discover the right 
latter, it is pertinent and forcible. time when to own a steamer is cheaper 
than to hire it. Under certain wise re- 
ence to the charter of foreign ships by strictions, and subject to a reasonablo 
Japanese subjects to trade at all ports and| license feo payable to the government, per- 
places to which they themselves have access, is| ™ission to employ vessels of any nationality 
buta wenk reflection of the view, supported by | Would give a remarkable impetus to native 
cogent argument, put forward at frequent in- trade, and new industries would spring up in 
tervals in the leading columns of this journal. | parts of the country which, shut oat from 
The desire to foster native enterprise implied the blessings and benefits of commerce, are 
in the restrictions on the const service is com-|S0urces of wenkness to the state and danger 
mendable; but we must look at the condi-| 0 the government in lien of being each an 
tion of tho country. Internal communica- | row ia the bundle whose union is strength. 
tion there is virtually none. Productions of The concession need not be permanent: o 
little value in comparison with their bulk or jlimit of three or five years may be fixed for 
weight cannot possibly be bronght down to a the trial of the experiment 3_and if it is not 
port whore only can thoy be purchased by a found to be satisfactory, or if it is injarions 
foreigner fur export; the cost of carriage | Japanese enterprise in shipbuilding, it 
would exceed their value in the market. If|may be withdrawn. All we hope for is a 
resort is had to a coasting steamer the trial, and we venture most respectfully, but 
freight, delay, uncertainty, all tend to the|™ost earnestly, to urge the matter upon the 
same result: the owner of tho produce is} Stteution of tho government as ac ncession 
never sure either of the time of delivery or which, while of the highest value to their own 
the cost of carringe, aud is consequently | People, would be highly appreciated by 
unable to make contracts the observance of | foreigners, not. for the benefits accruing from 
which may be beyond his own control. A the employment of their ships, which is indeed 
native born subject of Japan may not charter too trifling a matter to deserve consideration, 
a foreign ship to load a cargo either for ex- | bat for the great stimulas it would give to 
port abroad or for carriage ton coast port; production and to the consequent quickening 
and as there is no other way of carrying on of commerce to our common benefit.—Dec. 17. 
trade its extension is impossible, and foreign 
merchants are thrown back upon silk, tea, and 
other valuable products which can either 
support the heavy charges for carriage, or are 
produced in the immediate vicinity of the open IR TRAVERS TWISS, the eminent 
ports. Tho anomaly is, that while the people jurist, at the ninth aunaal conference 
are not allowed to charter a foreign ship for | of the association for the reform and codifica- 
the uses named, the government are and| tion of the law of nations, recently held at 
do; and every person supported by govern- | Cologne, delivered an address under this title 
ment can do the same. Foreign vessels are, | which has since been published ina pamphlet 
at this day, frequently chartered to carry coal | of fourtcen pages and appears to have at- 
from Kuchinotsu to Shanghai acd other] tracted much attention. The learned author, 
ports ; but the coal is taken from mines owned | who has devoted great labour to the general 
by government or government officials. There | subject and to the peculiar questions arising 
cannot possibly be any extension of trade|out of tho extra-territorial clauses in the 
while the law stringently declares that if a| treaties between christian and non-christian 
Japanese wishes to transport his produce to a| countries, and who has, if we mistake not, 
market he must either pay the freight| been frequently consulted both by the 
demanded by a monopoly company, or buy|Chiueso and Japanese governments thereon, 
a vessel for the purposo; to hire one ia an|/had, at a previous meeting of the same 
offence which would involve heavy penalties | society, discussed the exercise of the juria- 
upon, and probably tho confiscation of, the|diction clauses in the Ottoman territories. 
ship. Right of anconditioual employment of | As he properly points out, China and Japan 
foreign vessels has never been asked for. Tf] are in o different position towards foreigners 
the government nro in earneat in their ex-|in this respect. In Turkey “au equality of 
pressed wish to promote the commercial |‘ law botween the mussulman and the chris- 
interests of their country, they may take the |“ tian is, strictly speaking, impracticable, in- 
firat real measure by reforming tho laws!“ agmuch/as the koran.ia not merely the code 


What the London committee says in refer- 
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“ of the mussalman’s social life,” but is also a 
political and gocial guide. According to the 
strict interpretation of the koran the evidence 
ofachristian has no weightina Mohammedan 
court of justice. Heacknowledges that the 
fovernmentof Turkey have done everything in 
their power to remove or nullify this reatric- 
tion, but with what success, or rather want of 
success, will be seen in a parliamentary paper 
published daring the past season entitled, 
Reporte on the administration of justice in the 
cwil, criminal, and commercial courts in the 
various provinces of the Ottoman empire (?). 
In calling on the various diplomatic and con- 
sular representatives for these reports, Lord 
GRanvILLe specially requested information as 
to how far the evidence of christians is 
admitted before Turkish tribunals, A com- 
mission of the dragomans of the various 
embassies was appointed to examine the 
codes which had recently beon adapted for 
Turkey from the French codes, and some of 
their remarks have a cortain application to 
this country. ‘At present,” they say, “it 
“is not laws which are wanting in ‘Turkey 
“but competent men to administer them. 
“The natives, and above all the mussul- 
“mans of which the new tribunals are 
“ composed, are, with rare exceptions, un- 
“familiar with the European legislation 
“which has furnished the basis of the new 
“Jaws; and the position and treatment which 
“jis accorded them are not such as would 
“permit men of worth and talent to 
“take service, nor will the Ottoman govern- 
“ment employ foreigners with the qualities 
“ yequisite for making good judges.” And 
agnin:— But have the porte, in borrowing 
“from abroad a legislation more suited to 
“the present times, sufficiently reflected on 
“ the necessity of possessing men capable of 
“applying it, and of prodycing immediate 
“and useful results ? ” 

On the subject of the reception of christian 

evidence, one consul writes :—‘ Though ad- 
“mitted by law, it may-fairly bo said that 
“ita reception at all depends upon the infla- 
“ential position of the witness, and still 
“more upon tho fact of his being backed up 
“ py the consnl of a powerful country.” In 
Trebizond, the consul writes, christian evi- 
dence is nominally accepted, but no native 
has ever been condemned on christian testi- 
mony. The reports from the other districts 
are much to the same effect. 
. In China and Japan, however, the objec- 
tions good in Turkey have no existence with 
regard to the reception nnd due considera- 
tion of evidence given in native courts by 
foreigners. ‘This, per se, is a vital difference 
between these countries and Turkey. Japan 
has tho farther advantage over its larger 
neighbonr, that it is essentially progressive ; 
that there is no ostensible dislike or hostility 
to foreign interconrse; and that constant 
and tolerably snccessful attempts to legis- 
late in the spirit of western jurisprudence 
havo been made during the past ten yenrs. 
The question of consolar jnrisdiction in Japan 
should therefore be regarded by itself, and 
should not be confounded with similar ques. 
tions in China and Turkey, where every con- 
dition is dissimilar. 

Sir Travers Twiss sets before himself the 
task of indicating some defects in the nd- 
ministration of justice in Japan, and the 
possible remedies for these defects. At the 
outset, it should be said, that no one who has 
ever devoted any attention to his subject 


could have expected that a system which was! 


avomalous at its very source should not also 


a 


(1) Parliamentary papers, 1851, C. 3003 


present anomalies in practice. All that oan 
be said is, that the systom was the best ex- 
pedient that could be devised at tho time, 
and that it has, on the whole, worked fairly 
well. Its main object, namely, to withdraw 
foreigners from the criminal law of the 
country, has cortainly been accomplished, and 
therefore it shonld merit the approval of the 
learned author who says:—‘ There is no 
“ precedent in the enst, so far as I am aware, 
‘““gnder which any of the European powers 
“have consented to transfer the jurisdiction 
“heretofore exercised by their consuls over 
“their own subjects in criminal matters to 
“tribunals, the judges of which should be of 
mixed nationality.” Still, there is no doubt 
that whatever anomalies in the syatem can be 
removed they should be removed, and it is as 
an attempt of this kind that wo welcome the 
work of Sir Travers Twiss. Tho casos in 
which consular courts in Japan, as in other 
eastern countries, have been found inadequate 
to secure n satisfactory administration of 
justice are, he states :— 

(L.) Where the parties from whom redress is 
sought are of more than one nationality, as a 
consul has no authority to compel persons of 
another nationality than his own to appear as 
defendants in his court, or to enforce judgment 
against them if they should appear. 


This defect has never been felt in Japan. 
If a British subject has a complaint against 
an American or a member of any other treaty 
power, the consul of the latter can always 
try the case beforo his court, and enforce 
judgment. If tho defendant is n subject of a 
non-treaty power, recourse can be had to the 
Japanese tribunals. 

(2.) Where the necessary witnesses are of vari- 
ous nationalities, as a consul has no-authority to 
enforce the attendance in his court of any witnesses 
who are not of his own nationality, and if the 
comity of other consuls should, as a matter of fact, 
secure the presence of such witnesses, the consular 
judge has no coercive jurisdiction over them, nor 
has he any authority to punish them for perjury. 

This certainly is a real and serious defect, 
yet its remedy is simple if the governments 
of other countries would imitate Great Britain 
in this matter. The British government, 
who have done so much by arders in council 
and the establishment of responsible courts, 
to carry out to the fullest extent. their part 
of the treaty obligations or engagements with 
China and Japan, and to meet the inevitable 
defects of an indispensable system, have also 
done all in their power to mect this. Clause 
118 of the order in council of 1865 (*) pro- 
vides that where it is shown that the 
attendance of a British subject to give 
evidence in any other court is requirod, an 
order may be made for soch attendance, 
and a fine not exceeding 500 dollars may be 
inflicteé for refusal to comply therewith. 
Still the wording of that section is vague, as 
it imparts an optional power to the consular 
authority ; and we know that in more than 
one instance H.B.M. consal has refused to 
compel tho attendance of witnesses in other 


courts. Other courts, however, have not 
even such optional power. . Tho United 
States consular courts cannot, we be- 


lieve, compel the attendance of a citizon of 
the United States in a foreign court asa 
witness (3): and probably the sume is the 


(2) Digest of Rritish Orders in Council, 1879. p. 29. 

(3) Vide Clark v. Hull. H.B.M. court for Japan. 
Japon Gazette February 27th, 1873 In this case an 
important witness declined to appear, and the 
U. 8. acting consul-general had doubts respecting 
his power to enforce his attendance. Perhaps, in 
this case, the witness residing in Tokio may 
have been out of the jurisdiction of the court in 
Yqkobama, 


case with the consular authorities of other 
countries. Again, as we have many times 
pointed ont in these colamus, even should 
& witness appear there aro no means of 
punishing him for perjary, or refusal to reply. 
In one well remembered case, a witness out 
of the jurisdiction of the court refused to 
give evidence except upon the condition 
there were no cross-examination ; and there 
boing no means of coercing the witness his 
conditional testimony was not receivod.(*) 

(3) Where a Japanese subject, or a foreigner of 
another than the consul’s nationality, is the plain- 
tiff, the procedure and the law are governed by 
the consul’s nationality, and although thie result 
is in accordance with the we'l-knowo maxim of 
actor sequitur forum rei [a plaintiff follows the court 
of the defendant], still it is not satisfactory, when 
the cause of action arises in the same country in 
which both parties are resident, and where’ a 
different procedure and law would be applied, if 
the defendant were to sue the plaintiff. 

This is inevitable under the circumstances ; 
and no greater hardship is inflicted npon an 
Englishman forced to sue an American before 
the consular court of the United States “in 
Yokohama, than wonld be the case if the 
parties, cause, and court wore in Boston or 
New York. = - 

One important factor in tho discussion 80: 
far as this country is concerned, is the 
fact that, omitting from the enumeration 
three thousand Chinese, foreiguers resi- 
dent in all Japan do not exceed two 
thousand five hundred ia number; they sre 
confined strictly to narrow limits; and the 
greater powors have established competent 
conrts presided over by trained judicial 
officers, to administer the laws which, in the 
absence of any written native law, are indis« 
pensable for the control and conduct of the 
vicissitudes of commerce. If foreigners were 
spread throughont the country and beyond 
the jurisdiction of their own authorities, the 
objections would be strong ; but no person is. 
allowed to pass beyond the settlements with- 
out special permission from his own a8 well as 
the native authorities. Thus mach of the 
desire to abolish consular jariadiction is a 
sentiment, excusable uo doubt, but resting 
upon no real grievances. ~ 

Sir Travers Twiss then proceeds to a 
remedy which should be the formation of 
special territoria! courts, in which native and 
RAE ig I ght Poe eA ee eS 

(4) Cocking v. 8 8. Flintshire, Japan Gasette, May 
25, 1830. At the hearing of this cause in H. B. M. 
court, the evidence of a chemical expert was re- 
quired. Dr. Geerts, divector of ths government 
Yaboratory, had furnished a report which was 
objected to by coungel for the plaintiff on the 
ground that the evidence should be orally given in 
court. Thereupon the defen lant stated that Dr. 
Geerte‘had refused to appoar asa witness if hy were 
to ba subjected to cross-examination. Oa the Ist. 
June folowing Dr. Geerts, who ia a Nutberlands 
subject, wrote a lettec to the Japan Gazette, signed 
by him as “(Director of the imperial government 
laboratory at Yokohama,” from which we now 
reproduce two passages of peculiar significance, 
though the opinion of Dr. Gverts with regard to 
the procedure of courta of law must be received 
with due circumspection. Writing for a govern- 
ment department, Dr. Geerts said 1— 

“That the directors of the government labora- 
tories decline to submit to a system of cross-ezamina- 
tion, which does not exist in any court of justice of 
any civilized European country, Great Britain 
oniy excepted; and that they refuse to be cross- 
| examined in their capacity of official experts, be- 
causy the system of cross-examination is, in their 
opinion unjust, and in their country, illegal.” 

“Tait H. B. M. court in Jupw, after having 
been duly informed, through the defendant, of tie 
willingness of the directors to zive to the jude or 
| jury ony further professional intor:a ution required, 
| provided there should be no cross-enamination, has 
declined to accopt a personal statement ia the 
British court unless followed by cross-examinie 
on, 
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foreign judges should be associated, and which 
should be competent to exercise jurisdiction 
in all civil and commercial causes where the 
pe should be of different nationalities. 

here is no necessity now to refer to the 
aathor’s opinions on the new Japanese codes 
forther than to say that they are favourable. 
He points out that the courts, the establish- 
ment of which he advocates, would be no 
novelty in the history of judicial institutions: 
—“ the example of Yengiand may be cited as 
showing that such courts have been held in 
England to work no derogation to the 
sovereign rights ot the crown.” We may say 
at once that we believe such conrts would 
do away with many anomalies of the present 
system. They would not remove the neces- 
sity for consular judges, because disputes 
between subjects of the same nationality 
would still be decided by their own courts. 
The question then is, how far is the establish- 
ment of such courts practicable? Would 
such a project meet with the approval of 
foreign powers, and especially of the Japan- 
ese government? The principal treaty na- 
tions, such as Great Britain, the United 
States, Germany, and France, have already 
judges in this port competent to take their 
places in such a tribunal; but we doubt 
whether the lesser powers could be induced 
to incur the expense of appointing profes- 
sional judges in Japan, aud ‘without them 
the court would be incomplete and ineffec- 
tive. Farthermore, it would be necessary 
to have one such court in each port, and 
many countries have no representative at 
some of the ports. The chief objection 
would, we are assured, come from the Japan- 
ese government themselves. We believe that 
any system of mixed courts would be eminent- 
ly distasteful to this country, and every 
obstacle would be put in the way of its 
successful working. Looking at the sub- 
ject from a Japanese view, such a system 
would tend to rivet firmer the bonds of 
extra-territoriality under which Japan is 
already writhing so perceptibly; it would 
defer by many yeara the shaking off of 
those fetters to which most of the leading 
men of the country are looking so impa- 
tiently. They are forced to recognize the 
existence of these privileges now, but any 
step tending to consolidate them, or to 
remove the numerous anomalies which accom- 
pany them, would, we believe, meet with the 
most uncompromising opposition from the 
Japanese government. ; 


We think, thorefore, Sir Travers Twiss’® 


suggestion is impracticable, not on accoan 
of avy innate fault or defect, but because the 
interests and aspirations affected by it are 
too sensitive to be dealt with in this effective 
fashion. In Japanese eyes the goal of the 
ambition of thoir foreign policy would be re- 
moved indefinitely ; and no argument or in- 
ducement could prevail on them to have any- 
thing to do with a project which would have 
such a result. In the meantime, as Japan 
cannot reasonably demand the submission of 
foreigners to an untried civil code adminis- 
tered by judges anversed in ‘the castoms 
and usnages of commerce as they are under- 
stood and acted apon by foreigners whoso 
interests are chiefly at stake, the position 
must perforce remain unchanged; but we 
hope the time is not far distant when those 
rights which courts of law are established to 
maintain may be secured to all nationalities 
in Japan as well aa to the people withont 
continuing to wound the strong snsceptibi- 
Jities of the rulers of this country.—Dec, 
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A FOREIGN VIEW OF GOVERNENMT | develope patriotic sentiments in the minds of 


IN JAPAN. 


\ {| UCH sympathy is felt abroad for the 

Japanese people’s desire to found a 
representative government promised to them 
nearly fourteen years ago, a promise for 
a long period quietly ignored to be re- 
cently renewed conditionally upon a further 
long interval being suffered to elapse before 
the imperial obligation is carried into effect. 
Japan shall, within eight or ten years from 
this time, have the privilege of popular 
government, is the substance of the Intest 
edict ; and woe to him, be he who he may, a 
leader of the people, the conductor of a nows- 
paper, or private individual, who shall dare 
to dispute the propriety of the delay, or 
criticise the action of the responsible advisers 
of the sovereign in this matter. The subject 
is one we shoald not willingly touch : it is not 
an agreeable question for foreign writers 
imbued with liberal, almost republican, views 
of government to enter upon ina conntry 
where the true principles of government are 
not appreciated, and with which we have no 
other connection or interest than as mere 
onlookers: but when we find influential 
foreign journals devoting space to articles on 
Japanese politics, and the form of govern- 
ment in Japan, we should exhibit a falso 
delicacy were we to refuso, in deferenco to the 
wishes of the few who control the present of 
this country, to qnote the substance of the 
more remarkable of these papers. 

L' Annales de la l'extréme Orient for October 
contains a vigorous article entitled ‘“ The 
Japanese people and government,” the sub- 
stance of which we shall attempt to reproduco 
in English. Beginning with the restoration 
of the emperor, the author says:—‘ When 
the Mikado ascended the throne civil war was 
rife in the empire. Two great and powerfal 
parties contended for the mastery. Ultimate- 
ly that of the Tycoon succumbed, and the 
legitimate monarch took the real as well as 
nominal power. This young monarch under- 
stood the necessity of attaching to himself 
those clases which, up to this time had been 
oppressed by the fendal lords. A proclama- 
tion was issued embodying a solemn engage- 
ment, a fundamental compact, as the basis of 
a future constitution. This promise, made 
spontaneously by the executive power, and 
accepted hy the Japanese people, was a bond 
or political contract between the ruler and the 
ruled, from which neither could deviate with- 
out the consentof the other.’ The well-known 
‘oath’ of the emperor,(!) the chief clause in 
which was the promise to found a representa- 
tive assembly, is then quoted. Continuing, 
the writer says :—‘ At the present time peti- 
tioners recall this promise, and argue as fol- 
lows :—‘“ If a government be desired in con- 
formity with the wishes of a majority of the 
people, let the people beconsulted. Abolish that 
absolutism which oppresser them and creates 
discontent. Destroy old corruption and take 
natural laws asa guide. Seek for knowledge, 


(1) This memorable engagement entered into hy 
his majesty the Mikado in April 1863, is now his- 
torical, Adams, in his History of Japan, thus al- 
ludes to it:—‘* The Mikado, in the presence of the 
assembled court nobles and the territorial princes, 
took an oath. By this oath he promised that a 
deliberative assembly should be formed, and all 
measures be decided by public opinion; that the 
uncivilized customs of former times should be 
broken through, and the iuwpartiality and justice 
displayed in the workings of nature adopted asa 
basis of action; and that intellect and learning 
should be sought for throughout the world, in order 
to establish the foundations of the empire.” Vol. II, 
page 127. This event took place April 6th, 1863, 


the people, and thus increase the vital power 
of the nation. To attain these ends a repre- 
sentative assembly should be sammoned in 
which the public sentiment may be made 
known.” Such is the purport of the greater 
number of petitions sent to the government 
from societies, public meetings, and even 
individuals of ali olacsss in society. When 
we regard this truly universal wish expressed 
from all corners of the empire, or rend the 
numerous petitions breathing the purest 
patriotism, we cannot doubt that the agita- 
tion in Japan is a traly national one ; and the 
movement is all the moro worthy of admira- 
tion that it keeps within the limits of law 
andordor. Young Japanese who have stadi- 
ed in western countries have profited by 
their sojourn, and by the lessons which our 
social and political lifo have taught them.’ 
The author then alludes to the vexed quos- 

tion of the fitness of the people for political 
freedom, and says,—‘' Those people are fit for 
freedom who can put forward such great 
utterances of the people’s rights as the 
Japanese have done.’ Many of these utter- 
ances are then quoted, some of them being 
familiar to those of us who have attempted 
to follow the movement, thus :— “ Man forms 
nations and makes laws; but in Japan, from 
the most remote period, the government 
alone have undertaken the administration of 
the ompire. Is this the form of government 
sanctioned by heaven?” ‘The country he- 
longs to- the entire nation, and is not the 
private property of the government.” Ex- 
pressing approval of the sentiments embodied 
in these and other quotations the writer 
continues,—‘ A people knowing the extent of 
their rights and duties, and knowing how to 
express and discuss them so wisely and quiet- 
ly, should inspire confidence in their moder- 
ation and the one they are likely to make of 
their liberty. Until recently the Japanese 
people were governed almost as a conque! 
race by the two-sworded class. This has 
now been altered, and all classes are eligible 
for official appointments. But the ministers 
were used to the old indifference of the people 
to political affairs, and imagined then still in 
the same state.’ Here we must dissent 
somewhat from the views of this otherwise 
impartial and accurate reasoner. The go- 
vernment now in power are not the govern- 
ment formed upon the restoration of the 
temporal authority ofthe Migapo. The earlier 
ministers were men of. the highest rank and in- 
fluence, whose functionshave been, soto apeak, 
usurped by their subordinates. The Mikapo's 
oath to govern constitutionally was taken 
ander the direction of the nobles, who clearly 
foresaw that the overturn of the power of 
the fendal lords could uever be completely 
accomplished unless the new government 
should have a secure foundation on the 
suffrages of the people. This prudent resolve 
to associnte the chiefs of the popalation, the 
men materially interested in the well-being 
of their country, with the government, and to 
give them a share of the responsibility of 
every act calculated to affect the common 
welfare, was dictated by the highest wisdom 3 
and there is no reason to doubt the falilment 
of the promise within a convenient timo had 
not events led to the retirement of those 
ministers, and the rise of others who, 
themselves sprang from the ranks, hold 
the people to be unfit for the enjoyment of 
the political franchise. Had the existing gov= 
ernment been in power in 1868, and impresss 
ed, as our anthor seema to think they were, 
with the indifference of the people to political 
affairs, it in dificult to see why they should 
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have committed themselves to a promise 
which could not then have had any value 
in the eyes of a people careless of the form of 
government under which they lived. In 
following up this subject the writer adds.— 
They (the ministers) did not see that from 
contact with European nations the people 
gradually imbibed western notions, and 
began to criticise the acts of their govern- 
ment; in fact, that a force’ known as Public 
Opinion was springing up in Japan. 

‘The severity shown towards public mect- 
inga and political societies, does not give us 
muvh reason to hope that the people are 
about to acquire representative institutions. 
‘The usnal argumont in favour of withholding 
them is that the people are not advanced 
sufficiently, and are not yet capable of adminis- 
tering their own affairs. By this system of 
reasoning all reform might be indefinitely 
postponed, for it is clear that a nation ex- 
perimenting with a new form of government 
must work to some extent in the dark, and 
mako inistakes until the experience requisite 
for the proper working of its institutions 
has been acquired. P 

‘The Japanese have ‘taken giant strides in 
the march of civilization, and the government 
wonld be committing a great fault were they 
to compare the progress of civilization and 
public manners in Europe with that of their 
own country. If progress was alow in western 
countries, and centuries elapsed before it 
reached the height to which it has now 
attained, Japan is far from being similar- 
ly situated. Europe has civilised herself 
by hor own exertions and her progress 
was necessarily slow for each generation 
added a stone to the social edifice. Oriental 
nations are much more favourably situnted. 
They do not stand alone; they have models 
under their eyes. The study of and contact 
with western political life must form and 
improve them rapidly, so that progress which, 
with as, has been the growth of -centuries of 
«labour, should be, with them, the fruit of 
atudy, observation and intelligence alone.’ 


The article from which these passages are 
selected is too long for our columns if trans- 
lated in full, and we have endeavoured faith- 
fully to summarize the views of the writer 
on the question which can never cease to 
agitate the mind of the Japanese people until 
their legitimate aspiration for representative 
government is achieved and verified. The 
tenor of the article, it will be seen, strenuous- 
ly advocates the position that the Japanese 
people are fit for representative’ institutions ; 
and that, to verify his majesty’s solemn 
vow, they should no longer be withheld. 
Finally we should add that the article, which 
has attracted much attention in Europe for 
the light it throws on the form of govern- 
ment in Japan in relation to the people, 
ja signed by “ Louis Basangeon, member of 
the Indo-Chinese Academical Society.” — 
Dec. 17. 


—_____ 


Tur Mai Nichi Shinbun speculates as to the 
futuro domestic policy of the Imperial govern- 
ment and as to whether it will be one of 
apeedy or gradual progress. Judging from 
the recent decree our contemporary thinks it 
will be the latter. ‘The idea of estubliching a 
epecial government organ appears to be knocked 
on the hend. The Afai Nichi asserts that the 
executive have purchased the Nichi Nichi 
Bhinbun through whose columns they will in 
future defend themselves against the popular 
outery for the “rights of the people.” 


Aiscellaneons Articles. 


ANCIENT SANSORIT MANUSCRIPTS 
IN JAPAN. ; 


ROFESSOR Max Miiller of Oxford has 
recently republished his well-known 

“ Chips from a German Workship ” in « modi- 
fied form, under the title of “ Selected Essays 
on Language, Mythology and Rvligion.”* 
In the new volumes are the more important 
of the essays in the previous work, and some 
of the papers written since it was published. 
Among these latter is one on Sanacrit texts 
discovered in Japan, rend before the Royal 
Asiatic Society of Great Britain. The pa- 
per is somewhat technical, and as much 
interest has been excited hero by this dis- 
covery, we propose summarizing the remarks 
of Professor Miiller, omitting snch as are 
technical or of minor interest in this country. 

Professor H. H. Wilson, the eminent orien- 
tal scholar, and president of the Asiatic 
Society, seems to have been the first to 
surmise that some original Sanscrit- texts, 
the Chinese translations of which were found 
in abundance, must still exist in monnsteries 
in China. He sought for these through the 
influence of Sir John Bowring, the superin- 
tendent of British trade in China. A list of 
the Sanscrit works known to have been 
tuken to China from India by the celebrat- 
ed Chinese traveller Hionen-thsang, in the 
middle of the seventh century of our. era, 
was sent out to China. In addition it was 
known that even long before this time large 
numbers of Sanscrit manuscripts had been 
exported to China; and from the time that 
Buddhism was firat officially recognized in 
China, there is an almost unbruken succes- 
sion of importers and translators of Buddhist 
and in some cases of Brahmanic texts also. 
It was the publication of Hionen-thsang’s 
travels by Stanislas Julien that first excited 
hopes of the recovery of some of these ancient 
Sanscrit works in China. The search was 
carried on without anccess. A number of 
interesting Chinese translations, works by 
native Chinese Buddhists, catalogues of 
Baddhist libraries, &c. were procured, but 
no Sanscrit manuscripts or copies of manu- 
scripts were forthcoming. But the existence 
of such was undoubted. It was believed 
that as in India, so in China, when mann- 
scripts became worn ont, or were about to 
become illegible they were copied. 

Professor Miiller states that being con- 
vinced of this he lost no opportunity during 
the last quarter of a century of asking any 
friends who wont to -China to look out for 
these treasures, but in vain. Some years 
ago, however, Dr. Edkins, who had taken an 
active part in the search instituted by Pro- 
fessor Wilson and Sir John Bowring, showed 
him a book found in Japan which contained 
a Chinese vocabulary with Sanscrit equiva- 
lents and a transliteration in Japanese. This 
revived his hopes. If such a book were 
published in Japan, he concluded there must 
have been a time when such a book was use- 
ful here, that is to say, when Buddhists in 
Japan studied Sanscrit. Svon afterwards, 
while he was looking forward to more in- 
formation from Japan, a young Buddhist 
priest, Mr. Bunyiu Nanjio, arrived at Oxford, 
in ordor to learn Sanscrit and Pali, and thas 
be able in time to read the sacred writings of 
the Buddhists in their original langaage, and 
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to compare them with the Chinese and Japan- 

ese translations now current in Japan. A 

second priest, Mr. Knsawara, came shortly 

after for a similar purpose, and Professor 

Miiller got them to write to their friends to 

agcertain whether any texta in the same 

alphabeta as Dr. Edkins'’s book were to be 
found in Japan. The result was a book 

sent bya Mr. Ishikawa, commencing with 

the introdactory formula of all the Budd- 

hist Sdtras. ‘This turned ont to be a 

Sanacrit text, carried from India to China, 

from China to Japan, written in the pecaliar 

Nepalese alphabet, with a Chinese translation, 

and a trans-literation in Japanese, and was 

theroforo one of the long songht literary 

treasores. In a brief accoant of the intro- 

duction of Buddhism to Japan, Professor 

Maller dwells on the fact that Japanese 

studied the teachings of Buddhn as well as . 
Buddhistic literature in China and even in 

India, and that they brought back books 

from both countries. This makes it quite 

clear that we have every right to expect 

Sanacrit manuscripts, or at all events 

Sanscrit texts, in Japan, and the specimen 

now discovered encourages the hope that 

some of these Sanscrit texts may be older 

than any which exist at present in India. 

This text is called the Sukhavati-vyiha, and 

five copies of this Stra are known to exist 

in Europe, bat that from Japan differa from 

all these. It is unnecessary here to give the 

translation, or Profossor Miiller’s arguments, 

but the conclusion at which ho arrivcs is that 

the text is one of which we had n> traco 

before, which must have left India at least 

before 400 A.D., but probably bafore 200 A.D. 

The book was first published in Japan in 

1773 by Lidmié, a Bud thist priest. It is the 

most popular and most widely read Sdtra in 

Japan, and the whole religion of the great 

mass of the people muy bo said to be founded 

on it. He goes on it ask whether it is not 

high timo that the millions who live in Japan, 

and profess a faith in Buddha, instead of 

depending, as they now do, on Chinese trans- 
lations not always accurate of degraded and 
dograding Buddhistic tracts, should have 
Japanese translations of the best portions of 
Buddha's real doctrine, which would elevate 
their character, and give them a religion of 
which they noed not be ashamed. He looks 

forward to mach good being done in this 

direction by the young men already in Eng- 

laud, and promises to help any more that 

come in their studies. ‘There is a great 

fature in store, I believe, for those Eastern 

Islands, which have been called prophetically 

‘The England of the Eust,’ and to purify and 

reform their religion—that is, to bring it back 

to its original form—is a work that must bo 

done before anything else can be attempted.” 

He hopes that, in return, the Japanese 
students and their friends will do all they 
can to discover, if possiblo, in Japan, Chinn 
and Korea, some moro of these ancient San- 
scrit texts. ‘ With the help of sach manu- 
scripts we shall be nble to show those devoted 
studonts who from the extreme cast have 
come to the extreme west in order to learn 

to read their sacred writings in the original 

Sanscrit and P&li, what difference there is 

between the simple teachins of Baddha and 

the later developmonts and corruptions of 

Buddhism.” . 

Soon after this paper was read, Mr. Wylie, 
of Shanghai, sent Professor Miiller o large 
number of Sanscrit-Chinese books which he 
had procured in Japan. They were chiefly 
written’ to teach the Sanscrit alphabet, and 
the circumstance therefore augara well for 
the existence of Sanscrit texts. The prefaca 
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to one of these mentions the existence in 
1727, at Hérinji near Kioto, of palm leaves 
containing texts of Sanscrit Sfitras. On 
inquiry in Japan it turned out that the 
priests of this monastery had recently sur- 
rendered their valuables to the imperial 
government, and that the ancient palm leaves 
had been presented to the emperor. These 
t™manuscripta were said, inn chronicle kept at 
the temple, to be brought from China in the 
sixth century of our era, and would therefore, 
in fact, “be the oldest Sanscrit manuscripts 
now in existence.” The assistance of the 
Japanese envoy in London is invoked to 
obtain the permission of the minister of the 
department of the imperial household to 
allow these to be cnrefully copied or photo- 
graphed. This will doubtless readily be 
granted, and we may expect shortly the 
result of the examination of these interesting 
‘remains by European scholars.— Dec. 10. 


TEMMEI CHINJUTSUROKO. 


& TRUE RECORD OF THE WONDERFUL EVENTS 
WHICH HAPPENED IN THE YEAR OF TEMME!, 
1782. 


WV 2ER, smnareme in Shionbia firs’ 
began to burn is unknown, but it 8 
probably thought that it burst out about th® 
1st. year of Temmei (1781). It was then 
very powerful and violent. In the spring 
of the Srd. year of Temmei (1783) it became 
still more powerful and hot, and the people 
of the neighbourhood thonght that a fire had 
broken out near them. For many days in 
the sammer of this year (1783) there was 
moch rain, and it was very nnusual to have 
clear weather. For two days, the 7th. and 
the 8th. of the 7th. month, this monntain 
shook and roared very violently and flames 
were thrown ont. The two villages, Oiwnke 
and Karuizawa at the foot of this mountain 
were covered with melted lava, and also the 
places, Usuitoge, Sakamoto, Annaka, Miogi, 
&c., severely suffered. All the mountains to 
the east of Karuizawa began to blow out 
flames, and several villages, places covered 
with wood, &., were burnt or became loose 
like marshes and gradoally to rnn way. 
Seeing this the poople were greatly frighten- 
ed and tried to go up into the mountains or 
to retreat.into woods in order to escape from 
this terrible destroction. But they could 
not all escape and a grent many wero buried 
in the hot loose ashes. It wasa very gloomy 
state. Sometimes a great many large 
stones, from 8 or 9 ken in length to 10 
or 80 ken [about 48-54 feet by 60-180 feet] 
in thickness, were thrown up in the air, like 
leaves of trees. As soon as these stones 
dropped on the surface of the land they melt- 
ed away and ran aboot. It was very difficult 
to avert calamities like this with human 
power. The namber of the people and ani- 
mals which were destroyed was very great. 

The destruction was rather small and wenk 
in Shinshiv, but was very violent and strong 
in the eastern parts of Asamayamn. 

At this time, Joshin suffered greatly and 
on part of the boundary line of Joshiu and 
Shinshia so much sand fell that it reached 
to tho height of 1 jo and 4 or 5 shaku 
(abont 14-15 feet]. In the neighbour- 
hood of Usui it was particularly grent, 
and even in the very precipitoos hollow 
place called “ Hannoishi"” there was so mnch 
ash that it seemed like level ground. In the 
villages, Aunnka, Matsuida, Kuragano, Taka- 
saki, eto., tho sand was heaped up to the 


height of 5 or 6 to 8 or 9, shaka [shaku= 
abont one foot). In Musashi, Shimosa, 
Kadzusa, Hitachi, Shimotsuke, etc., it was 
also very remarkable. In the villages, 
Honjo, ete., on the boundary of Musashi and 
Kadzusa, the night and the day were equally 
dark. This lasted for two days and no one 
knew when it was daybreak. The earth shook 
very violently and the doors and the windows 
were opened. No one conld tell anything 
and there was only silence in the houses. 
It was unexpected that any one should have 
been left alive. When the people saw and 
worshipped the sun they thonght that they had 
risen from the dead or awoke from a dream. 
There was no distinction between the roads 
and the fields. In Kuragano (a village in 
Joshiu) a large stone, 44 ken long and more 
than 20 ken wide, [264x120 feet] fell ina 
river and it seemed like an island. Not only 
this large stone, but also many other large 
ones dropped as abundantly as the leaves of 
trees. 

At this time, the colour of the waters 
which were carried into the river Tonegawa 
by this accident, made them appear as if they 
carried some poison, and on account of the 
strength of the water a great many dead 
people and animals and cattle wera carried 
away by this river. By the order of the 
government all the dead bodies were taken 


ap from the river and buried. In conse- 
quence of the poisonous nature of the water 
@ great many fish of various kinds became 
sick and {went slowly floating down on the 
surface of the water. They conld be canght 
with the hand and they were brought into 
Yedo, and every where in such quantity 
that the price of fish was very low. But 
the people who ate these fishes, were said to 
have become sick themselves, 


As it was unknown how far the destrno- 
tion had extended, some of the people in 
Shinshia went to Joshia and there they saw 
many dead people. Some ‘had been killed by 
stones, some had died ina marsh and only 
their heads could be seen, some had died 
holding on to trees or bamboos. Everything 
was in a very dreadful state. 


I was told by an old man that “In an- 
cient times, in the year of Hoyei (1707) 
there was an eruption of Fujiyama and the 
ashes fell on all the neighboring countries : 
Yedo was then quite dark for one.day and 
one night: bat melted lava had not ran here 
and there like the streams at the time of 
the eruption of Asama.” 


Yedo began to shake and a roar to 
be heard in the dawn of the 7th day of the 
7th month of the 3rd year of Temmei (1783). 
It was very cloudy all day. Particularly 
in the north-western part of Yedo it was very 
dark and the noises Jike those of thander 
were very frightful. In some parta of Yedo 
ashes fell down and accumulated to a thick- 
ness of abont 2 sun [sun=1:2 inch]. It was 
very different when the wind changed. The 
doors and the shoji (paper doors) of some of 
the honses came ont by the shaking. 


The varions evonts which happened at this 
time could not be described with the pen nor 
could they be told with the tongue. At this 
time, the Kanto (eastern conntries) and Oo 
(north-eastern countries) had bad crops and 
famine wns nniversal. It ia anid that the 
shaking and the noises extended to the Goki- 
nai (Yamashiro, Yamato, Kawachi, Idzumi 
and Settan), the Tosando (Omi, Mino, Hida, 
Kotsuke, Shimotanke, Mutsu and Dowa) and 
the Saikaido (Chikazen, Chikugo, Buzen, 
Bungo, Hizen, Higo, Hiaga, Oaumi, Satsa- 
ma and Iki), &. 
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In both the 5th. and the 6th. months dar- 
ing the summer of the 6th. year of Temmei 
(1786) it was always rainy weather and 
then there wgre no dry hot sammer-like days. 
Some of the people talked with each other 
about this very plensant weather and the 
general coolness. Some of them in conseqa- 
ence of the unusual state of the weather were 
afraid lest some calamity should fall upon 
them. At times it was so anpleasantly cool 
that persons who had to pat on dresses of 
ceremony had to wear under tho single aum- 
mer clothes double winter clothes. Every 
day it rained heavily. Particalarly daring 
three days, the 14th, the 15th and the 16th 
days of the 7th month, the rain was exceed- 
ingly great and it was quite impossible to 
go ont of doors. On the morning of the 
17th day, the water began to overflow Ko- 
ishikawa and in the Mito yashiki boats had 
been used. This flood quickly extended and 
the waters at last ran into the river Kanda- 
gawa. It was reported that the two bridges, 
Shoheibashi and Sujikaimitsnke, were about 
to be swept away. 

All the places near the well Kaga-ido 
(nene the Mito Yashiki) andthe Hirokoji 
(name of a wide road), &c., were changed 
into rapids, and people who went there to see 
the flood were drowned in large numbers. 
Onarikaido, Shitaya (neighbourhood of Uye- 
no), Minowa behind Uyeno, &., were also 
converted into rapids and the people could not 
communicate with each other. ‘The sama- 
rai or officers who lived there cul'ed for 
bonts, but the boat-men would not bring 
thom without receiving large payment. They, 
therefore, paid them a large sum of money 
and by the boats went to their business. In 
the Kameido village (north-eastern extremity 
of Tokio) and its neiboarhood, the water 
came up nenr to the beams of the roofs. 
The people there climbed up on to the roof 
and cried with s miserable voice. At last 
many of thom became weak and were either 
drowned or starved. Some of them held on 
to trees and bamboos and were carried here 
and there before they were drowned. 

At this time the government ordered the 
boat shops iu Yedo to send out life-boats to 
save the people from being drowned, bat 
the number of people saved by theae 
bonts was limited, because if too many of 
them got into one they would be sunk, But 
when the people who were crying very sadly 
saw. the boats they thought themselves to 
be dreaming and each of them desired 
to get into the boat, without distinc- 
tion between friends, brothera, sisters, 
parents, children, etc., but whilst each. batch 
of them were being transported, those who 
were left behind fora while were very sad 
and cried pitifully, It is said that things 
looked as if in hell. In the neighborhood of 
tho Buddhist temple Gohiaka-rakanji, the 
water also overflowed. A great many people 
climbed upon the roof of this temple aud 
tried to avoid drowning, but as there waa 
nothing to eat on the top of this large templu 
they began to be hungry. Tho pricsts per- 
ceiving this, made a large quantity of rice- 
gruel and gave it to them, transporting it by 
a boat. 5 : 

The running of the water in the river 
Okawa (a different name of Sumidagawn) 
was very quick and powerful, and it was 
difficult to cross it in a straight line. In 
consequence of this some of tle boata were 
carried away and some samarni, some daimio, 
and some common people Innded in Taka- 
nawa, Shinagawa or Omori, &c. Some of 
the people who remembered the flood in 8rd 
year of Meiwa (1765) thought that the flood 
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at this time could not become so violent and| vessel a conple of nine-pounder Armstrong 
powerful as that in the past, and they were|gans were placed, and below Martini-Henry 
easy in their mind and despised tho flood.|and Soper rifles and cutinsses, sufficient to 
But as this flood was unexpectedly and extra-|arm the entire crew. Fortunately there has 
ordinarily violent these people were all| been no occasion to use these weapons except 
drowned. The people who were, at first, | for practice. 
afraid and astonished at the flood and made| he first plnce visited was Vigo, in Spain. 
preparations to escape, saved their lives. From thence the Wanderer proceeded to 
The bridge Adgamabashi was broken in| Lisbon, Maideira, and the river Gabon, on 
the middle, and both the Yeitaibashi and the|the west-coa-t of Africa. Here the natives 
Ohashi were carried away by the flood. On| were scen in all their barbarous glory. The 
the bridge Riogokabashi, as there was alchief of the Fan tribe ordered a grand 
city-hall, two mayors, together with many|dance, which lasted all night, to be perform- 
inferior officers and servants, went there. It|ed for the special edification of the travel 
was with difficulty that the bridge was kept|lers. After remaining in this locality for 
safely from the raging waters. Jt was grent-|a period of ten days, the vessel's hend was 
ly bent from side to sido and could not be}turned to St. Helena, which was reached 
passed over. without accident, thence to the Brazils, call- 
It is said that the.height of the water of the|ing at Bnahin and Rio de Janeiro. At the 
flood at this time was about 5 shaka higher | latter. port the yacht was visited by the Em- 
than that in the former time (1765). peror and suite who took lanch on board. 
Joun Miuxe, | Lhe next places visited were Monte Video and 
Buenos Ayres, a fortnight being spent at 


—Dec. 10. each. -The Wanderer was then turned to- 


contain about forty inhabitants. It is a Chi- 
lian settlement, but is rented  b a 
Swias, who maintains himself and family by 
rearing cattle and cutting the splendid 
myrtlewood in which the island is rich. Fish 
are very numerous. The crew of the 
Wanderer caught about five hundred pounds 
in the course of an hour. About the year 
1869 Juan Fernandez was vinited b 
H.M.S. Topas, when Commodore Powell an 
his officers erected a brass tablet to the me- 
mory of Alexander Selkirk. 

On the 6th. June the Wund-rer's voyage 
round the world was resumed, and the next 
stoppage was at one of the Marqnesa group, 
where Mr. Lambert invested in n large number 
of native weapons. ‘'nhiti, Eimo, Raiatea 
and Bora Bora were visited, then the Tonga 
groop and thence to Fiji. At Levaka the 
Wanderer met the flying sqnadron. From 
Fiji the yacht proceeded to Honolala and 
Kalakaua Bay, the latter being celebrated as 
the place where Captain Cook met his death. 
Hawnii was next called at, and the Wunderer 


Beports. 


TUE “WANDERER,” R. Y. 8. 


wards the river Chapat, in Patagonia, on| then returned to Honolulu, King Kalakaua, 
the banks of which is a small Welsh| who had just returned from his expedition 
colony numbering about three hundred.|to Europe, went on board the yacht and 
The inhabitants live by the cultivation of | partook of lunch. Maui, an island of the same 
wheat, and are dependent on the river over-| group, was the next place visited by the 
flowing the low lands for a good crop. If{stoamer, taking na guests the Dowager Qaeen 
the river does not rise above its banks the | Emma and her snite. 


settlers have a bad harvest. 

Wen the flying squadron arrived at| Christmas was spent at Elizabeth island, 
Yokohama in‘ October Inst the officers re | Where geese, ducks and other wild fowl were 
ported havmg met the Wavderer, of the|found in great numbers, and the travellers 
Royal Yacht Squadron, at Levuka, and that succeeded in making some very largo ‘* bags.” 
the little steamer intended sailing the day Elizabeth island was named by Sir Francis 
after the squadron left, for Honolulu, from| Drake after Queen Elizabeth. It is seven 
whence she iight be expected to arrive in a miles long and averages about a milo and a 
short time at Yokohama. She cast anchor | half in width. At present it is rented by an 
in the bay yesterday afternoon (Dec. 11th.), Englishman who has about one thousand 
taking up a berth near the lighthouse tender sheep feeding upon it. During the breeding 
Meiji Maru. season, from Jannary to September, the island 

For the following particulars of the Wan- ‘is covered with geese, white swans with black 
derer and her wanderings we are indebted to| heads, and duck of all known kinds. Two 
her courteous commander, Captain A. Gordon, | other islands close by, named Santa Marta 

She is n composite vessel of 840 tons dis-| and Magdalene, were also visited, and npon 
placement, 186 ft. in length, 24.5 ft. beam,| Which were found immense flocks of gulls 
and 15 fect depth of hold, schooner rigged, and cormorants. The nests of these birds 
carrying n spread of 16,000 sqnare fect of | presented a uniqne and picturesque appear- 
canvas. Sho was bnilt in 1878 by R. &|ance. With a regularity traly surprising they 
W. Steele, of Greenwich, and engined by Day dotted the surface of the earth, each nest 
& Sommers, of Southampton. Her engines} being built of mnd, square on the outside 


On the 16th. November the yacht started 
on her voyage to Yokohama, under sail, 
arriving here after a pnssage of twenty- 
three days and twenty hours. We are 
given to anderstand she will remain here 
about a week and then proceed to Kobe, 
Nagasaki, vid the insland sea, Shanghai, 
Hongkong, Singapore, Penang, Ceylon thence 
into the Mediterranean, and it is anticipated 
sho will arrive homo about the first week in 
Augnat, when she will have been two years 
away. 

The Wanderer is elegantly fitted up’ 
bnt her interior must be seen to 
be appreciated. No hasty description can 
give an adeqnate idea of the beauty 
of the vessel or the numberless curio- 
sities from many lands which adorn the 
sides and roofs of the cabins, The deck 
saloon is handsomely furnished as a draw- 
ing room, and here the ladies spend the 


are 700 horse-power, and on a trial trip 
she stermed twelve knots an hour. 


and round inside, a foot or so in height, and 
situate nbont three feet from ita neighbonr. 


greater portion of their time. The walle 
are adorned with sketches from the brash 
of Mr. Pritchett and with all sorts of curiosi- 


The Chilan settlement Sandy Point was|ties, and in the dining saloon is an excellent 


In Augnst 1880 the Wanderer’s owner, 
Mr. C. J. Lambert, fitted ap the vessel for|the next place called at by the Wanderer ; 
8 cruise round the world—an excursion which | and after taking in a fresh supply of con) the 
is becoming more fashionnble on civilization| yacht made her way throngh the Straits of 
progresses. As Mr. Lambert intended taking Magellan. On the firat night anchor was 
his fomily, the vessel was fitted with every | cast in Borja Bay. Here information was, 
necessary and luxury that the must fastidi-| received of a schooner having gone ashore 
Ccions taste could desire fur so long a voynge. | At the entrance of Fitzroy channel, which 

Everything being in rendinesa, the excur-|connecta the Otway with Skyring Water, 
sionista, consisting of Mr. C. J. Lambert, Mra. {and the Wanderer, after nan little delny nx 
Lambert, Mixs Lambert, Miss B. Lambert, | possible, started to render assistance to the 
Mr. RT. Lambert, Masters M. Lambert and | distressed vessel and found her ander weigh, 
W. Lamb. rt, Miss Power, Rev. J. Weather. [all well bat short of provisions. The imme- 


library, a fire place and mantel-piece, on 
which stands a very handsome time- 
piece. The room is large and well furnished, 
‘The young ladies’ cabin is more like a fairy 
palace than anything else; and the boys’ 
cabin is decorated with all sorts of articles 
they have collected during their long journey 


“THE PALAOE OF TRUTH." 


THe performanco given Inst evening (13th 


all, Mr. R. I, Pritchett, and four Rervanta, 
embarked in Angnst under the pro- 
tecting care of Captain A. Gordon and a 
crew. of offivers and men numbering fifty- 
three. Aa it was intended to call at several 
barbarons countries, the inhabitants of which 
have a reputation for treachery, care was 
taken to arm the vessel sufficiently to enable 
R stccessfnl resistance to be made to an 
attack from anvages. On tho port side aft 
was affixed a ten-barrelled Nordenfeldt gun, 
capable of being depressed so ns to fire into 
® bont within ten yards of the steamer. On 
the Opposite side was a aimilor weapon, with 
ouly five tarrels, 


diate wants of the schooner having been | Dec.) thongh excellent in all respects did not 
liberally supplied from the stores of the) quite full the eanguine expectations its an- 
Wanderer, the yacht proceeded to Skyring | nouncement had given rise to, but the fault lay 
Water. Here tho coal minos were visited.| with the piece, not with the performers. Mr. 
bat the con! procarcd was foind to bo of | Gilbert's merit ns a composcr of opéra-bouffe is 
very inferior quality. : undoubted, but when he ventures upon comedy 

Retracing her steps the Wanderer passed | or evon melodrama he aeems to subject his 
through the straits by Smyth's channel into| powers to a strain they seem incapable of sup- 
the pacific, anchoring at Isthmus bay,| porting, The Palace of Truth affords abun- . 
Porto Bueno and Port Grappler, and pro-|dant evidence of thia. ‘That our amateurs 
ceeded thence to Valparaiso, arriviug at that|should have ventured to reproduce it is 
port on the 13th Jannary this year. After|aignificant of courage worthy of better things. 


In the fure part of the! 


cruising for a period of five months the island | With one exception, the part of King Phanor, 
of Joan Fernandes, of Robinson Crusoe {every character is 0 drawn that in 
coebrity, was visited, The ialaud was found toy itecgreacutxtion) (he geyins of the greateat 
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actor, excrted to the utmost, would be lost, 
or altogether hidden. The ladies and gentle- 
men who here did their utmost to endow their 
parts with verve, deserve infinite credit for the 
clever manner in which they commanded the 
attention of one of the largest assemblages ever 
gathered in the theatre all through tho three 
long acts nto which this “fairy comedy” is divi- 
ded, for th*e Palace of Truth presente difficultier- 
which many amateurs would hesitate to en- 
counter, not the least of them being that it is 
written in blank. verse. It is also somewhat 
esoteric in its character and is apt to be con- 
sidered a trifle too classical to suit the taste 
for sensationalism which is believed to bo so 
prevalont amongst both play-actors and play- 
goers. The following was the caste :— 


Kina PHANOR .......000008 Mr. A. Mitcuenn, 
Parcs PHILaMin . Mr. B. Donant. 
Mr. W. J.8. Sxanp. 
«. Mr. W. De Rusgrr. 
Mr. J. Lecxrs. 


Mr. T. Beewee 
‘ 


Lavizs 


As the drama is now to this part of the 
world, it may not be out of place to give a 
brief sketch of its plot for the benefit of those 
who were unable to be present at the perfor- 
mance. 

To begin then, the Palace of Truth is a 
fairy comedy in three acts by W. S. Gilbert, 
whose name alone ought to be but is not 
a sufficient guarantee for its worth. He 
is well known as a dramatic author and 
contributor to periodical literature. In 
conjunction with Dr. Arthur Sullivan he 
has brought out several comic operas, such as 
Trial by Jury, the Sorcerer, H.M.8. Pinafore, 
and the Pirates of Penzance, which last, in spite 
of ‘its many good points, does not appear to 
have hit the popular taste to anything like the 
aame extent as its more favoured predecessor. 
The Pulace of Truth was not an original con- 
ception on the part of Mr. Gilbert for it is said 
to be based on a story by Madame de Genlis. 
In the first act the curtain rises on the garden 
of King Phanov’s country house. His majesty 


is discovered with Palmis, a lady, and Chrysal, | 


Zoram, and Aristeus, gentlemen belonging 
to his court. Phanor, like many other 
excellent people, imagines himself to be pos- 
sessed of a decided talent for music whilst 
at the same time he is entirely innocent of the 
simplest principles of time and tune. At the 
moment of being introduced to the audience he 
is in the act of finishing a recitation which he 
is accompanying on a mandolin in a ridiculous- 
ly affected manner. The Indy maintains a 
wise silenre but Zoram and Chrysal—tondies 
and courtiers “to the manner born ”—appluud 
most raptnrouely and beg him to “ oblige 
again,” which with very little pressing he does. 
The practised flattercrs bespntter the royal 
musician with fulsome compliments but 
Aristeus, who all this while hus stood apart 
in sullen silence declines to mince matters. ‘To 
use his own words, he is ‘blunt and honest” 
(and therefore an intolerable boor), he cannot 


‘teach his tongue to lie :"— 


I tell the truth sir. If you want to know 
My estimate of what you've given us, 

I think your poetry contemptible— 

Your melody, my lord, beneath contempt. 


These are home truths, and as stich are not 
telished by the vain bat good-humoured mo- 
- harch though he pretends to take them in good 
part. This by-play betweou Phanor and Arise 
fave furvishes the keynote of the plot which 


is nothing more nor less than the constant 
warfare that is being wnged between truth 
and falsehood, sham and reality: 

Queen Altemire and Mirza now appear upon 
the scene and the story begins to develope itself. 
Whether truth or falsehood bo the theme who- 
ever heard of a play or a novel without a love 
affair? Tho Palace of Truth is no exception to 
the rule 

Tho king and queen have “ one fair danghter 
and no more” who is partly betrothed to 
Prince Philamir; much as the royal couple 
desire the marriage, they do not particularly 
wish that the Princess Zeolide should give her 
hand without her heart, but cannot for the life 
of them find out the true state of her feelings. 
There is, or appears to be, no mistake about 
the gallant prince’s sentiments. He woos in 
the orthodox manner with “songs of love” 
“bursts of metaphor ;” but his lady love an- 
swers his ardent protestations with a simple 
“ T love you Philamir,” and not a word more. 
This puzzles him and puzzles them all, ex- 
cept Alirza, who imagincs she has discovered 
the true stato of the cnse. Love is proverbially 
blind and so it proves with Afirza—that 
“ queen of woman kind” as she is called. She 
is secretly in love with Philamir, and therefore 
cherishes the pleasing delusion that Zeolide 
does not care for him, that in fact she is 
“sacrificing her earthly happiness for sordid 
ends of selfish policy.” She tells tho king and 
queen 80 in as many words, and urges them to 
break off tho match. Gratuitous, divinterest- 
ed (?) advice seldom proves acceptable and this 
was acase in point; Afirsa received a polite 
snubbing for her pains. A scene then followed 
between Zolide and Philamir in which the 
former is apparently cool and certainly reserved, 
and the latter seemingly enthusiastic and un- 
mistakeably communicative. There is, how- 
ever, an undercurrent on both sides which, as 
the dialogue progresses becomes manifest to, 
the audience. Under the mask of indifferonce 


Zeolide ardently and passionately loves Philamir 
whilst he, under the appearance of the most 
uncontrollable affection, secretly has an cye to 
the many advantages which will accrue to him 
from the match. All this, without any undue 
straining after eect, is skillfully implied by 
the author. 

In the midst of this dilemma Phanor 
suddenly hits on a plan of discovering how 
matters really stand. About twenty miles dis- 
tant from his county house he possesses an 
enchanted palace, in fact a “ palace of truth,” 
but let him describe it in his own words :— 
The palace is enchaated. Everyone 
Who enters there is bound to speak the truth— 
The simple unadulterated truth. 

To every question that is put to hin 

He must return the unaffected truth, 

And strange to say, while publishing the truth 
He’s no idea that he is doing so. 

And while he lets innumerable cats 

Out of unnumbered bags, he quite believes 
That all the while he’s tightening the strings 
That keep them from a too censorious world. 

Phanor has secrets of his own that he would 
not care to divulge to his wife. Why then 
does he run the risk of bringing her to a place 
where all meet on equal terms and where 
every-ono, nolens volens must “make a clean 
breast of it?” The fuct is he has guarded 
against any such mishaps. He has a talisman 
a crystal box :— 

Whoever carries it within those walla, 
May overcome the castle’s influence, 
And utter trath or falsehood as he wills. 

Whilst all around him are blurting out all 
manner of inconvenient truths he has still the 
power of lying to his heart’s content. Tho 
curtain descends on Act. I. as the party are 
preparing to set out for the myelic palace, 


In the second act the party are discovered 
in one of the halls of the “ palace of truth” 
where, as may be readily imagined, everything 
is “confusion worse confounded.” Everyone 
stands confessed and unmasked. The sacred 
nature of truth is no longer economised. 
Zeolide and Philamir are not long in discover- 
ing what they might have known from the 
first, that the love was all on the lady's side 
and that ho—as far as he was capable of caring 
for anyone—was desperately smitten with 
Mirza.. The courtiers call one another any- 
thing but gentlemen and, worst of all, the 
queen finds that the king—to put it mildly— 
is not altogether above carrying on an innocent 
flirtation intolerable to one so jealous as har- 
self. All these awkward disclosures aro made 
by the parties themselves who are entirely 
unconscious that they are doing anything 
of the kind. A new character is introduced, 
Azema, who flirts right and left with anybody 
and everybody and who eventually succeeds 
in captivating king Phanor with her charms. 
But tho influence of this strange place will 
be best explained by the following solilogay 
of Philamir's :-— 


This palace is enchanted ground! It’s plain 

That there's some subtle influence at work, 

Affecting every-body here but me! 

Chrysal, the honey-tongued, turns out to be 

A blunt and scurrilous outspoken boor ; 

Zoram, the musical enthusiast, 

Can hardly tell the treble from the bass; 

Then Aristeus, surly blunt and gruff; 

Turns out to be the gentlest soul alive; 

And most inexplicable change of all, 

The amiable but prudish Zeolide 

Becomes a foolish vixen, blind with love! 

Maddened with jealous and unreasoning rage ! 

Then comes a girl—a common place coquette— 

Whos while she lays her plans with practised 
skill, 

Explains their aim, and holds them to the light 

That all may see their arrant hollowness ! 

It’s evident there’s some enchantment here 

That shows up human nature as it is. 


Philamir, as we have seen, is not so free from 
the spell as he imagines. After showing him- 
self in his true character to Zeolide he declares 
his Jove to Mirza, and that paragon of woman- 
kind plainly shows how amply she returns it. 
Indeed, a8 the play proceeds, she revesls her 
hand a great deal more than skilful players 
care to do. 

Matters also had not fared with the king 
quite as well as he anticipated. It will be 
remembered that he relied on a crystal box as 
a talisman that would render him impervious 
to the spell which entranced everyone else. 
But Mirza, the innocent, guileless, unsophisti- 
cated Mirza whom nobody suspected, had been 
one too many for him, She had cunningly 
exchanged the particular box for another that 
was an exact counterpart of it. Phanor did 
not discover the exchange or robbery—which, 
the proverb notwithstanding, are sometimes 
convertible aud interchangeable terms—until 
he detected himself confessing to the queen 
an assignation ho had arranged with Asema. 
He puts his hand into his pocket in search of 
the trensure and fiuds it gone. He is over- 
whelmed with consternation, falls fainting into 
a chair, and the curtain descends on Act IT. 

In the third act the scene is changed to the 
avenue of palms in the grounds of the enchants 
ed castle, The time is night. Everything 
continues xt sixcs and sevens between 
Inckless visitors. The courtiers Chrysal and 
Zoram are planning a duel which ncither of 
them have courage enough to fight; even the 
little they posscss: oozes out at their fingers® 
ends the moment they attempt to cfoss sworde. 
The king and queen are at Iegre he de, Zeolite 
and Philamir-are_estrenged, whilst Mirza ie 
secretly inteuts on)miechief,and Azema opeul y 
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bent on flirtation. This curious state of 
affairs continues until the queen, who has 
accidentally learnt the secret of the crystal 
box, snatches it from Mirza, and throws it on 
tho ground: a loud crash is heard and the 
palace is at once disenchanted. Everything 
then flows in the usual channel ; the lovers are 
united, quarrels are forgiven and forgotten, and 
everything goes as “ merry ae a marriage bell,” 
except that the gentle Mirza has somewhat 
follen from her first estate. The moral of the 
story probably is, that however good and 
‘beautiful truth may be in itself, it is not 
always prudent to indulge in it ; and that lying 
is at least politic at times even if it is not 
commendable. 

We may here state that the Paluce of Truth 
was first put on the “boards” at the Hay- 
market Theatre in 1870, when it had a long 
and successful run, Mr. Buckstone, Mr. Kendall 
and Mrs. Chippendale taking the principal 
characters. ; 

Now comes the hardest task—that of appor- 
tioning to each his or her wonted meed of 
ptaise or censure. Where all did well, as wae 
the case last night, the difficulty is lessened, 
though it becomes none the less invidious. 
Duty, however, must be done though it 
may not be always pleasant. Gallantry 
suggests place aux dames; but regularity, 
and the “unities of the drama” compel us to 
take the dramatis persone in the order in 
which Mr. Gilbert has classed-them ; we there- 
fore hope the ladies will pardon ue for thus 
apparently placing them in the back ground. 

King Phanor (Mr. A, Mitchell) was an 
excellent representation of eccentric comedy. 
His ease and self possession were wonderful, 
and few amateurs could have rendered this 
difficult part more effectively. That our esti- 
mate of this gentleman’s abilities is correct the 
laughter and repeated rounds of applause with 
which he was greeted are sufficient proof. 

Prince Philamir (Mr. B. Durant) displayed 
close study and careful reading of a difficult 
and thankless part. He may at times have 
lacked evergy, might have been a little 
more enthusiastic, and was certainly weak in 
some points; but on the other hand, there 
was none of that stage rant, none of that nndue 
straining after effect which is a very common 
failing amongst both professionals and ama- 
tours. We may therefore safely sny that the 
Prince found a conscientious, painstuking re- 
presentntive in Mr. Durant. 


Chryacl (Mr. W. J+ 8. Shand) and Zoram 
(Mr. W.de Russett) both displayed consider- 
able ability and showed that they were by no 
menns novices to the “sock and buskin.” 
We trust, however, that they will pardon us 
when we endeavour to point out a elight defect 
in their acting which is easily cured. Too 
much action is, if anything, worse than too 
little, and we are very much afraid these gentle- 
men made “rather too free use of their hands 
and arms last night. If they will take the 
trouble “to read mark, learn, and inwardly 
digest” Hamlot’s advice to the players their 
future delinentions of character will perhaps 
be more effective. ime peoes ie 


Gélonor (Mr. T. Brewer) ‘was well sustaitied’ 


from first 1o lost. It is a caste of chiracter 
in which’ Mr. Brewer was perfectly at home 
and which he appears to have made his eapecial 
study. ‘This was fur from being his first 
appearance “on any boards ;” we have renson 
to know that ho hne elsewhere earned a good- 
ly crop of laurels! to discuss what future 
hononrs'he will win is a momentous ques- 
tiow.” . 

“Aristavs (Mr. Leckie) mado the best of a 
mainor part, He possesses considerable ability 


though the role assigned to him last night 
gave him little or no opportunity for display- 
ing it. : 

“Quaca Altemire was enacted with the lady’s 
well-known ability; the reputation she already 
enjoys ‘was more than sustained last night. 
The réle entrusted to ber, although secondary 
in importance, was drought out in stronger 
relief by a rich under current of humour which 
she cleverly infused into it. 

Princess Zeolide won all hearts —except that 
of her callous worldly-minded lover. It is impos- 
sible to speak too highly of the effective manner 
in which this exceedingly difficult part was ren- 
dered by the lady to whom it was entrusted. 
Suffice it to say that she was frequently greeted 
with rapturous applause, that her song “ Tr 
tell thee all I think of thee” fairly brought 
down the house, and that at the close of the 
performance she received a shower of bouquets. 

Mirsa was one of those thankless parts 
which seldom meets with much sympathy 
amongst an audience. Nevertheless it was 
cleverly sustained by its representative whose 
elocution was good and action graceful. 

‘Aaema was most cleverly acted. It is an 
eccentric, amusing character which always 
finds favour in any company. We have rea- 
son to believe it wns the young lady's first 
appearince. If this be the case she is to be 
complimented on having mado a most success- 
fal debut. 

The little that Palmis had to do was well 
done, but the part is much too brief and unim- 
portant to admit of any special notice, 

The piece was splendidly put upon the 
boards, The scenery reflects infinite credit on 
Mr. Vivanti. ‘The avenue of palms by night 
was remarkably good and quite equal if not 
superior to that usually met, with in provincial 
theatres at home. The dresses will considerably 
add to Mr. Barnard’s fame as a costumier. 
Last, but by no means lenst, Mr. Herbert 
deserves the highest praise as stage mannger, 
for it was owing to his untiring exertions in 
that capacity that so great a measure of suc- 
cess was achieved. 

The band of the imperial naval college was 
in attendance and played excellently, and with 
much spirit, a selection of favourite sirs be- 
tween the acts. 


Correspondence. 


JAPANESE FOOD. 


To the editor of the Japan Gazette. 


Dear Sin:—Having for some two years 

past spent much of my time travelling in the 
interior and necessarily compelled, much of the 
time and much to my discomfort, to depend 
in great measure upon native food, I think I 
am now pretty well acquainted with that sub- 
ject. 
: There are seme few articles among the 
varied native dishes that are wholesome and 
nutritions yet barely tolerable to a western 
palate, but I mnet confess that long and in- 
timate acquaintance only confirms and intensi- 
fies my dislike to what some one has aptly 
described ns ‘That disgueting horror called 
Japanese, Food.” 

"he grentest of all its fuulis I think is its 
lack of sufficient nutriment, the proof of which 
may be eeen in the lank featares and scrawny 
forms of the great mass of the people. 

In ancient times, when the people were 
fewer in number than at present, the flesh of 


deer, beara, wild hogs, and other wily quimale 
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and birds was in good reputo and furnished a 
diet much more fitted to give muscle ond 
weight to the human frame than the present 
custom and style of “Japanese food.” But 
with the increase of population these wild 
game supplies became more and more inenffi- 
cient, and the introduction of the Buddhist 
religion hae discouraged and repressed the use 
of the flesh of domestic animals, and the people 
have been for some centuries studying the 
problem of how small an amount of nourishment 
would serve to keep soul and body together, and 
from the examination of their ancient history 
illustrated by old pictures and some of the most 
ancient armour, it is plain that from an ancestry 
of robust and noble stature they hnve gradually 
declined to a race of effeminate pigmics + 
and if they continue on their present famine 
dietary, aud decline of physigue, the whole na- 
tion will ere long furnish a good illustration of 
the story of the man who tried to find ont how 
little provender would suffice for his horse, 
and just as he had taught the animal to live 
upon one straw a day, the ungrateful beast fell 
down and expired! It is true that we see 
some of the jinriki-men, boatmen, and coolies 


performing wonders of endutance and heavy 


toil, but if we look more closely into the matter 
we shall see that this is not continued and 
sustained physical effort, but only spasmodic, 
with intervals of idleness, and that the 
strongest physical development is also attended 
by the consumption of larger quantitics ‘of 
nutriment of some kind. 


Those who have ocension to employ these 
vegetarian natives for any kind of physical labour 
will find that they cannot at all compete with 
western labourerg who are fed upon a stronger 
animal flesh diet, for with all the much vaunted 
and apparent cheapness of labour here, the 
accomplishment of any heavy picces of work 
costs more than in western countries where. 
daily or monthly wages rule so much 
higher. My experience has been that in gene- 
ral it takes about five Japanese labour- 
ers or mechanics to do the work of one good 
western man, and tho cost of the labour of 
building a house or other like undertaking is 
at least one-third more here than in San Fran- 
cisco, that is, when we make a fair comparison 
of the extent and quality of the work perform- 
ed, All this goes to show that popular belief 
and the best scientific opinion that a due pro- 
portion of animal flesh is a great advantage 
if not an absolutely necessary ingredient in 
the daily dict of any well fed people, is 


‘| correct. 


The grent staplo of native diet is rice for nll 
who can-affurd it, and those too poor to geta 
fall supply of this grain, anbstitute for it 
harley, wheat and millet. Buckwheat, beans 
and pens are also used as concomitants and 
relishes only in small quantities not being 
accounted as staple daily necessities. Sweet 
potatoes, large radishes, carrots, onions that 
produce no bulb, and bulbs, tubers and 
roots are found in use, but “Irish potatoes,” 
parsnipr, béetroota, uaparngis and many of ont 
best vegetables are only known dn the foreign 
markets of the open ports, Kye Ihave not 
yet seen in any part of the country, and maiaa 
or “Indian corn” ds but little cultivated, 
except'in Kiushiu where [am told that it is 
grown in large quantities. Their green vego- 
tables are such as parsley, celery, lettuce, 
soveral varieties of the mustar.] class, and many 
others that I never saw in western lands, but 
no cabbage, or rhubarb or cuuliflower of 
summer squash and others that are common 
in our native homes, and which are here only 


foundit the “treaty ports” or other places 
where.foreiguers tcide, : 
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but their bad modes of curing it detract more 
than half its value, and much of that in use, 
even in the localities where it most abounds, ie 
putrid and rotten and wholly unfit for human 
food; all kinds of shellfish and shrimps are 
slowly dried, often without salt, the decayed 
condition of which always announces its pre- 
sence to the unsophisticated olfactories of 
foreign visitors. 


Cooxenrr. 


I will not attempt any formal classification 
or enumeration of the Japanese cuisine, as I 
have not attempted any exhaustive, full or 
regular classification of the food products, 

In the cooking of plain rice the Japanese 
are experts, the whole secret being in supply- 
ing just the right quantity of water to 
have it all evaporated just at the same 
moment that the rice is sufficiently boiled, and 
then after constant and brisk boiling 
Temove it from the fire and let it 
half an hour, with the 
before serving up. If these conditions have 


each grain of rice will 
be found in a perpendicular position and while 
hot will not be stuck together in masses, or at 
ve. 


ing country, 
of either sex 


often called upon to serve for ten ora 
dozen people. The hot water, or frequently 
only lukewarm water, is poured in first 
and then the tea leaves dropped on the 
top of the water, and the tea served at once, 
one cup being served and then the pot re- 
plenished with hot water, and so on from cu 
to cup, the first cup or two, and all the later 
ones being only insipid hot water while the 
third, fourth and fifth may have been “ strong 
‘as lye,” and perhaps all only slightly warm, 
In the preparation of green vegetables the 
two principal modes are salting down to be 


used without further cooking; and again very ' 


slight boiling with o Piece of fisti or an egg, 
or a bit of bean curd or mushroom, and salted 
with soy, the cooking being so slight that the 
soup has no taste except of salt, and the vegot- 
ables are green as ever. 


Then there is the standard bean soup from | 


beans and wheat that have been worked into 
a mash and kept in salt perhaps for years, a 
very unpalatable mess.. Or beans and pens are 
served hard without other cooking than a 
slight soaking in salty water, more fit to serve 
as duck-shot than as food for rational beings. 

Next in importance of general uso comes tho 
“daikon” or pickled radish, the. sweetness of 
whose odours have been sung by so many foreign 
writers; But the perfume so much lauded is not 
inherent in the radish, but is owing to the 
ferment of rice bran in which it has been pre- 
pared, the odour of. which is synonymous with 
that often evolved in the fermentation of dough 
for bread, and not a whit more offensive, and 
if the radish pickle were well washed off before 
serving, the peculiar odour would all disappear, 
Turnips and radishes aro also often boiled, 
but generally spoiled for food by the great 
quantity of salt soy in which they aro soaked, 
as is trae of most Japanese side dishes, as 
well as of boiled fish. : 

But in cooking fish these people have one 
mode that is really good, and if the fish be only 
a gocd sort and fresh, few westerns would 
object to cating it, This is simply to rpb the 
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The use of fish as food is very considerable, | geh with salt and roa 
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t or broil it on the coals, 
and they call this shiwo-yaké.” But even 
here I havo often met with sad disappointment 
from getting my mouth filled with the entrails 
and scales after several delicious mouthfule 
(of very good fish. 

Again, whether the adjuncts to a good meal 
of native rice be fish, or beans, peas, or green 
vegetables, or whatnot, the allowance of these 
served is 80 homeopathic in Proportions that it 
can be of but little use either as a relish or a8 
a supply of those elements in which the Tice is 
ideficient, that are supposed to exist in flesh 
food, so that Practically the Japanese live 
almost entirely upon rice or in default of 
this upon barley, wheat, or millet or 
farinaceous substitutes, and there is really 
/ nothing in their cookery to take the placo of 
j animal flesh, 


And when they do use fowl or pork as thoy 


; butritious qualities of such food by boiling it 
pickle of soy or clear salt, and 
| it comes out as hard as a picce of wood and as 


I 


| Besides these they concoct various sauces 


made from the putrid heads and entrails and 
| Tefuse of the fish market, all too disgusting to 
dwell upon. 
The “ to-fu,” 
iin various forms of fried, boiled and soups, 


Bives a disagreeable 
tastd, and hag.a bad effect upon the digestion. 
From the milk of the same bean a cream is 
gathered by boiling, which is called « yuba ;” 
it has a good appearance and flavour, but 
, When dried is 80 hard as not to be easily soften- 
ed 80 as to be in a fit condition for food. 
| “Ame” is the same substance known in 


' . . 
P other countrics as « barley sugar,” and is 


; made by malting barley, millet, rive, and other 
_ cereals and often partly from sweet potatoes, 
and is really a good sweetmeat, 

-Swect potatoes are not much. used as an 
article of regular diet nt meal times, bat chief- 
ly as a lunch for children and in place of cuke 
to offer guests, and are both baked and boiled. 
Radishes and turnips are frequently dried, and 
in this case become very sweet and serve ag A 
good substitute for cubbago either boiled or 
pickled. 


Bamboo spronts (not Toots) are often boiled 
and oaten and when sufficiently young and 
‘tender they form a very good substitute for 
sweet corn, 

The principal nativo fruits are tho peach, 
plam, pricot, almond, persimon, crabapples, 
quinces, fizs, oranges, grapes and very hard 
pears. “The -persimons in some varieties 
of gratted fruit aro very large and fine, not 
unlike a fine sweet apple, but the other fruits 
are generally inferior, especially the pear which 
is hard and gritty and without flavour. 
| Many kinds of fish are cooked and eaten 
‘that are not known as food in other countries, 
such as a very emall eel, the shark and the 
small dog fish,some of these being exceedingly 
‘poisonous. Also crows and other wild birds 
‘and vermin that would in any other country 
‘be consideredmost offensive and disgusting, ure 
hore the especial delicacies of the epicure. 

Tho country is capable of producing an 
abundance of the best of food, and if these 
people could only reason to select the beat 
articles of diet and to cook them in a more 
commonsense manner in place of their pre- 
sent miserable famine fare they might truly 
live upon the © fat of the land.” 


The soil is generally rich and productive, and 
with population considerably lesa than 
Great Britain and Ireland they have a territory 
about twice as large. . 

There is no taaterial and physical matter in 
which they need to learn and copy and imitate 
tho habits of western civilization more than in 
what concerns their daily food, that if possible 
they may recover some degree of the robust, 
Proportions once possessed by their ancestors. 


Yours sincerely, 


Kumamoto, Nov. 28th., 1881. 


JAPANESE WRITERS ON CHRISTIANITY. 


To the editor of the Japan Gazette. 


Dear 812,—In your issue of the 3rd current 
you made some comments on translations of 
two articles on Christianity from the Riku Go 
Zasshi which appeared in the Church Afis- 
sionary Intelligencer for October. I have been 
expecting some one familiar with the facts 
and fonder of newspaper correspondence than 
I am to reply to these comments, but as no 
one else seems disposed to do so I trust you 
will allow me space for the following remarks. 

You say of these articles; “We in this 
“country believe thoy are either wholly 
“ or partly the work of « foreigner and value- 
“ less as an indicator of the attitude of even a 
“single Japanese towards the religions of 
“the west.” You complain that “there is no 
“ note or remark informing the reader that the 
“ Riku Go Zasshi is a propagandist publication, 
“and that the writer of the articles was either 
“an Englishman or American and not a Japa- 
“nese ;” and you express the opinion that the 
articles from the Riku Go Zasshi are worth. 
less for . . 4° any purpose except to 
“ show the views of missionaries.” 

The Riku Go Zasshi is the organ of the 
Sei Nen Kai, or Young's Men's Christian Asso- 
ciation of Tokio. This association is the result of 
a purely native movement, and both it and the 
Riku Go Zasshi are now and have always been 
entirely under native management and con- 
trol. Articles from missionaries are indeed 
welcomed, but hitherto the native editors have 
not been very successful in obtaining such 
articles, and complain that the magazine hns 
not met with the support from this quarter 
they anticipated. With the exception of Dr. 
Faulds and Dr. Verbock none of the miesion- 
aries has contributed articles. The magazine 
has nevertheless met with a very encouraging 
degree of success, It is now in its second year 
and is a paying concern. ; 

The two articles in question were written by 
natives, the one by the Rev. Mr. Uyemura, 
pastor of the native (Presbyterian) church at 
Shitaya, Tokio, and the other by the chief, 
editor of the mngnzine, the Rev. Mr. Kosaki 
a graduate of the congregational seminary at 
Kiyoto, and pastor of the congregational church 
at Tokio. Both of these young men are person- 
ally known to me. They are perfectly com- 
petent to write such articles; I have their 
word that they are the authors of these 
particular articles, and I know that no mis- 
sionary is. I do not know what further 
evidence of authorship, positive or negative, 
could be given. Uyemura is a pupil of the 
luto Dr. Brown of Yokohama by whom he was 
carefully instructed in English. He isa young 
man of real ability, an omniverous reader and 
an enthusiastic student of English literature 
and philosophy. He is at presout to my 
knowledge going through the worke of Spencer 
and Carlyle, aid safidently digesta what he 
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reads. Mr. Kosaki is like minded and is equal- 
ly -accomplished. He has had to endure « 
great deal of persecution from his family on 
actotint of his profession of Christianity and 
pecuniarily has gained nothing by it. He is 
supported by his congregation or by his own 
literary efforts, and receives nothing what- 
ever from foreign sources. ‘here is no reason 
that I know of for doubting that his utterances 
as well as Uyemura’s are “ the genuine sponta- 
“neous utterances 6f a Japanese mind. 

You will, I hope, excuse my saying that 
your article seems to show that you are almost 
entirely unacqaainted with the results of mis- 
sionary effort in this country and unaware of 
the really rapid progress thut Christianity has 
of tate been making. For this probably we 
and not you are to blame, and I have therefore to 
request your permission to statea few facts bear- 
ing on this subject. For the suke of accuracy 
and brevity I shall confine my remarks to the 
denomination with which I am myselfcomnected. 

The Itc,; Kujé Kai, or Union Church, is the 
result of | union between the missionaries of 
the three | esbyterian churches (the American 
Presbyter*tn Church, Reformed Church in 
America,!4and United Presbyterian Charch of 
Scotland labouring in Japan, who have very 
sensibly )united their forces, It is bad enough 
that al the denominations of Christendom 
should 1 be reproduced in Japan; it would be 
unpardonable if there were to be three shades of 
Presbyterianism. There is a theological semi- 
wary in connection with the Union Church 
with a regular staff of teachers and an average 
attendance of about twenty students. The cur- 
rienlum extends over four years and the students 
are taught all the ordinary branches of a theo- 
logical education. You say * We do not think 
“‘any Japanese writing in support of Christ- 
“janity has ever heard of Manicheism.” I 
think any of our ordinary students could tell 
you what Manichwism wns. Certainly the 
best of them could. Church history is one of 
their ordinary branches of study, and care is 
taken to test und ensure their progress by both 
oral and written examivations and by insisting 
that a satisfactory standard shall be reached 
before they are allowed to pass into a 
higher class. There is nothing so abstruse or 
peculiar about Christianity that a Japanese 
student cannot be expected to master its his- 
tory and doctrines. 

The Rev. Mr. Ibuka, also-a pupil of Dr. 
Brown’s, has lately been arsociated with the 
foreign instructors in the work of the thoologi- 
eal school. If you will drop into the seminary, 
No. 17 Tsukiji, any forenoon while the school 
is in session you will probably find Mr. Ibuka 
in the library of the institution preparing his 
lectures, with such exegetical works as Godet, 
Meyer, and Alford lying open around him. He 
can also, when occasion requires, consult his 
Greek testament though I do not claim for 
him that he is a profound Greek scholar. 

There are at present about 15 ordained 
ministers and 22 or 23 regularly organized 
congregations in connection with the Union 
Church, I speak with some little uncertainty 
as to numbers only because the statistics for 
lnet year have not yet reached me. Each of 
these congregations is represented, in accor- 
dance with the Presbyterian system, by its 
pastor (where there is one) and an elder or 
lnyman in the Presbytery with which it 
in connected. There are at present three such 
Presbyteries which take the superintendence 
of the congregations within their respective 
bounds, and these Presbyterics aguin, for gene- 
ral legislative and administrative purposes, 
unite in a general Synod which is to meet 
every two years, The first meeting has just 
been’ held under the happiest auspices, 


Perhaps it may be said, “ These organiza- 
tions are entirely exotic, they are maintained 
by foreign influence and are not rooted in 
native soil.” This is not quite correct. The 
business of these church courts has already in 
great mensure passed into native hands. The 
moderator or president is usually a native 
minister, The missionaries are mentbers and 
have the right to spenk and vote, but they are 
in a minority and both on principlo and policy 
leavo the management of affuirs very much in 
the hands of the natives—on principle because 
they think it right that the natives should 
have the management of their own affairs, and 
on policy because the Japancee are a high spirit- 
ed and independent people and will not be held 
in lending strings by any. If you will send 
a reporter to the next meeting of the synod 
he will not fail I am sure to be struck with 
the decorum of the proceedings, the knowledge 
of forms and rules of order displayed by the 
native members, and their readiness and skill 
in debate. Let him also listen to the exami- 
nations and answers of the candidates for 


ordination to the ministry and to the critical | 


exercises and sermons they are required to 
preach before their Presbyteries, and he will, 
I am persuaded, cease to wonder that two such 
‘articles as those you have commented on should 
have been written by native Christians, 

Thave often heard the statement made that 
the converts to Christianity in Japan are drawn 
entirely from the lower ranks of the people. 
‘This is not correct. Nakamura, the best 
Chinese scholar in the country, is a professing 
Christian. Tsuda, the well known agricul- 
turist and, with Nakamura and others, the 
author ofan English, Chinese and Japanese dic- 
tionary just published which bids fair to super- 
sede all others, is also a Christian ; and the great 
majority of our students and preachers are 
drawn from the samurai class. Indeed within 
a comparatively recent period it was only in 
this class that persons could be found intel- 
ligent and courageous enough to embrace and 
profess Christianity. I gladly and gratefully 
acknowledge that latterly converts have 
been drawn in great numbers from the 
masses of the people. This is as it should 
be and augurs well for the prospects 
of Christianity in Japan. In all countries 
Christianity has made its way from below up- 
wards and doubtless it will be the same here. 
If you wish to set a forest on fire the best way 
certainly is not to kindle the tops of the trees 
but to fire the brush and under wood and soon 
the whole forest will be wrapped in flames. 

Tho Japanese Christians are making credit- 
able efforts in the direction of self support, It 
is arule in the Union Church that each con- 
gregation shall pay a definite share, from the 
first, of its pastor's snlary, and that this share 
shall be increased ns the congregation increases. 

Thave only to add that although I have con- 
fined my remarks to the Union Church, other 
denominations have had similar and possibly 
even in some cases greater success, considering 
the time they have been in the field and the 
efforts put forth, 

I regret that such a long time should have 
elapsed between your article and my reply, but 
as thie matter is one of permanent interest, 
I trust you will still give this letter a place in 
your columns, more especially as I subscribe 
myself, openly and frankly, 

Yours sincerely, 
8. G. McLAREN. 
Missionary of the United Presbyterian 
Church of Scotland, and one of the 
Instructors in the Union Theologi- 
cal Seminary. 


No. 18, Tsukiji, Tokio, Dec. 15th, 1881. 


Occasional Aotes. 


On Thursday the 8th. instant, sevora 
cnrious and interesting experiments ‘with 
blasting gelatine were tried in the grounds 
of the naval college at Tokio. 

The invitations were issued for 1 p.m., but 
through some misunderstanding, it was past 
8 o'clock before business commenced. 
Amongst those present were the minister 
of the naval department and his staff, a large 
namber of naval, military, and marine ofti- 
cers and cadets, and a large section of the 
native population of Tokio. Foreigners, 
for some reason or another, shone by their 
absence. 

We would gladly and willingly give some 
account of the nature and composition of 
blasting gelatine but unfortunately it is 
not in our power to do so. The gon- 
tleman who conducted the experiments 
either could not or would not afford an 
information on the point. We vainly tri 
to obtain from him a circular or pros. 
pectus of the invention but his answer was 
that he had none. All we can say is, that 
it has been patented and that it appears to 
be even more powerful than the ordinary 
dynamite, a description of which was given 
in oor issue of the 29th. March last. To 
look at it no one would imagine it was an 
explosive at all. It is made up in cartridges 
of about four inches in length and has very 
mach the appearance of thick jelly or glue, 
being quite sticky to the touch. 

The first experiment was on a dilapidated 
Prussian steel gan about six feet in length 
with a chamber 6 inches in diameter. This 
was placed in a pit four feet deep in a corner 
of the ground; about 5 Ibs. of the gelatine 
was lodged in the chamber which was securely 
closed with a thick tamping of clay after a 
double fuze had been first inserted. Tho pit 
was then filled in with several picoes of 
timber and a quantity of sand bags. The 
fuze referred to was about a hundred yards 
in length; the ends of it were attached to an 
electro-magnetic battery which was placed at 
that distance from the guns. These prepara- 
tions were of course anxiously watched by the 
spectators some of whom appeared to be 
almost breathless in suspense. The operator 
commenced to turn the handle of the fetiecy 
and after a few seconds a terrific explosion was 
heard, the timber and sand bags were in- 
contivently scattered to the four winds and 
the gun was blown to fragmenta. 

After a brief delay the next feat was pro- 
ceeded with, which was the uprooting of a 
large tree. A small charge ok the gelatine 
was laid at the roots by means of a hole 
which had previously been bored and which, 
after the charge and fuze had been inserted, 
was closely stopped up with clay. The battery ~ 
was set to work as before and after an 
interval of n second or two tho explosion 
took place, when the tree was lifted fairly out 
of the earth and fell flaton the ground. The 
next two experiments showed that the gela- 
tine was equally effective in cutting down 
trees ns in uprooting them. Holes were 
bored in the tranks of two others about 23 
feet above the ground, the charge was in- 
serted and fired as before and the “ monarchs 
of the forest” were cut down as cleanly as 
though they had felt the weight of Mr. 
Gladstone's axe. 

By way of a change, the exhibitor turned 
his attention to the large pond in the centre 
of the grounds and showed by several trials 
that the gelatine was equally as effective 
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under water as on dry land, With the 
battery and fnze he exploded several charges 
in order to prove what might be done with 
the explosive in the way of torpedo practice. 

Asai final effort, a hole was bored in two 
large blocks of granite, each of which must 
have weighed several hundred weight, and 
which were of something more than the 
usual hardness and solidity. A three ounce 
charge of gelatine was inserted together 
with a faze and tamping of olay. In 
this experiment the battery was discard- 
ed; as soon as the loading was com- 
pleted the exhibitor applied a match to 
tho faze and betook himself to the friendly 
shelter of a clump of trees on the other side 
of the grounds as fast as his legs could 
carry him. After rather less than the usual 
interval, ad:afening report was followed by a 
liberal scattering of splinters from the rocks 
both of which had been blown to pieces 
almost small enough to re-metal the roads 
and streets of Tokio, some of which are in 
such a sad stato of repairs that they would 
cause the defunct Macadam to shed tears 
were he still in the lund of the living and 
able to behold their matilntd oondition. 

This closed the days proceedings which 
were watched with the utmost interest by all 
who were present. What was snid of dyna- 
mite in our issue of the 29th. March last 

_ may also be said of blasting gelatine: its 
chief advantage is that it gives off no smoke. 
In all the experiments on Thursday last, no 
sooner was the report heard than the effects 
were at onoa seen. The hottest climate is said 
to produce no deteriorating effect on dyna- 
mite, but it remains to be proved whether 
gelatine is equally impervious; it may be 
and perhaps is, but doubts have been ex- 
pressed by those who are no mean authorities 
on the subject of explosives. 

Before the experiments commenced, we 
were enabled, through the courtesy of two of 
the foreign officials, to take a brief survey of 
several paris of the Kaigunsho, and we can, 
say with (rath that the authorities of the 
imperial naval college are doing their best 
to render the conrse of instruction given to 
their students as complete and comprehensive 
as possible. This, of course, is to be under- 
stood in a comparative sense. Nevertheless, 
a good beginning is made and patience and 
perseverance may hereafter produce some 
creditable results. One thing we observed is 
worthy of special commendation which is, the 
exact order and precision which appears to 
be rigidly observed in every department of 
the establishment. The ordnance store, 
armonry, and lecture room would sarprise 
many outsiders. We were shown the model 
of a steam frigate made after the pattern of 
one of the latest additions to the British navy 
which is used by the cadets as a guide to 
their studies; it is about six feet long, is 
perfect and well proportioned in all its parts, 
and reflects infinite credit on the maker, be 
he whom be may. Occasional visitors to 
Tokio might do worse than pay a visit to 
the naval college. 


Accorpine to the Choya Shinbun paper 
money to the amount of 695,853 yen was again 
destroyed by fire yesterday (18th. Dec.) at the 
government printing office. : 


Tae same paper says a quarrel recently 
took place between the militia and police 
force in the Hokkaido; it was evidently 
of a serious character as sixteen or seventeen 
persons were seriously wounded and two killed. 


Tae Hochi Shinbun announces that the pro- 
posed central bank, having been approved by 
the government, will soon be established. The 
finance minister, however, is said to have re- 
commended the government to suspend ite 
sanction for a while. 

Tae same paper romarks that Mr. Mateu- 
daira, with some merchants in Osaka, proposes 
to purchase three sailing vessels for the purpose 
of transporting timber from Hokkaido ; he also 
intends to establish timber companies in 
several places, 

Tue Nichi Nichi Shinbun says :—A meeting 
of the Nippon Tetsudo Kwaisha was held on 
the 6th. instant for the election of officers; the 
members were about to proceed to business 
when Mr. Yayashi Tomoyuki, who took the 
chair unexpectedly announced that he had 
received a notice from Senator Nakamura to 
the effect that the government. had decided to 
sell the railway between Tokio aud Yokohama, 
and to pay for the construction of the first 
section of the proposed line, that is, Tokio to 
Takasaki out of the proceeds ; and when this is 
completed to sell it to the people, similarly 
constructing all the sections of the proposed 
line by degrees. He suggested that this being 
the case, all resolutions passed at previous 
meetings of the company amounted to nothing. 
The members were much astonished by this 
statement, but they decided to elect their 
officers at any rate; theelection was then com- 
pleted. The affairs of the company seem to 
be much confused. 


Accorpine to the Tokio Keizai Zashi, the 
{otal amount of paper currency recently des- 
troyed by fire at the government printing 
office realizes 3,508,296 yen. 


Tue Choya Shinbun says the daijin and 
sangi entertained the Korean ambassador at 
the Yenriokwan on Saturday last 10th. inst. 

Tae same paper states that His Imperial 
Majesty held a leveé of the governors of fu and 
ken at the Imperial palace on the 8th. inst., 
when he explained their duties and clearly 
laid down the power and authority they would 
continue to exercise until such time as a 
national representative assembly should be 
established. 


Tas Aochi Shinbun publishes a rumour to 
the effect that the foreign office officials are 
now re-examining the draft proposals for treaty 
revision, and with this object are minutely 
investigating our export and import trade. 


Accorpine to the Mai Nichi Shinbun, H. E. 
Kuroda is rumoured to have stated in his memo- 
rial laid before the government that he hoped 
the Kaitakushi would be left in its present 
state for three years at an annual expenditure 
of 600,000 yen, because if it be abolished all 
undertakings commenced by it, in which many 
million yen have been invested, will be rained. 
This memorial has caused serious discussion 
among the cabinet members, and one Daijin 
entertains great fears as to its final result. 


We have much pleasuro in publishing the 
Rev, 8. G. McLaren’s correction of a note in 
this journal of 3rd. instant in reference to a 
translation of an article from the Riku-go 
Zasshi which had appeared in the Church 
Intelligencer, As our correspondent justly 
observes, the question is one of permanent 
interest; and it is right we should adda few 
words of explanation of the doubts previously 


expressed by us. A gentleman now in London, 

and some few years ago resident in Japan, 

himself a man of erudition and observation, 

and @ consistent supporter of the cause and 

labour of christian missionaries, was struck by 

the force and style of the article in the 

Church Intelligencer. Subjecting the article 

to the test of his knowledge of the 

standard of Japanese writers three or four 

years ago, he came to the conelueion that 

the arguments supported by citations from 

numerous authors were of too advanced a 

charucter to have been written by a Japanese, 

Anxious to discover if his surmises were cor- 

rect he forwarded the article to us, and after © 
many inquiries, we too believed that a more 

educated mind had inspired the nominal euthor, 

This supposition is now effectually disposed 

of, and none will be more agreeably sur- 

prised than our Loudon friend, who will 
certainly make all reparation for his error 
by giving the widest publicity to the 
statements of Mr. McLaren; not merely to 
remove the widespread impression already 
alluded to, but to enlighten those of our coun- 
trymen at home as to the progress and achieve- 
ments of missionary labour in Japan, of which 
they are somewhat sceptical. 

With great respect we deprecate the diffi- 
dence of our correspondent with regard to 
addressing the press. His letter of to-day is 
evidence of how completely an erroneous im- 
pression may be removed, and facts of the 
highest interest brought to light, by a com- 
munication to a newspaper. Correspondents 
should do themselves the justice to realise that 
a letter to a newspaper attracts more attention, 
if it does not possess the force, of a leading 
article: that it is presented to the world, and 
is conclusive, if its foundation is sound and 
its arguments just. No layman, we venture to 
say, is ucquainted with the progress made by 
christianity in Japan as described. by Mr. 
McLaren ; and we can only regrot that oven 
fuller particulars of the good work are not 
published here as well as at home. 


Tus Oesterreichische Monatschrift fur den 
Orient for October contains several articles on 
subjects connected with the far east. Professor 
Blumentritt, the well-known Austrian geo- 
grapher, writes on some important productions 
and branches of industry of the Philippines. One 
of these is hemp. Manila hemp requires an aver- 
age temperature of 25°C., (2877°F ab.) and conse- 
quently it is chiefly grown in the southern and 
eastern provinces of Luzon, and in the Visayas. 
In protected spots the plant reaches a height 
of from three to four métres, Its appearance 
is striking, for the leaves are about 2} métres 
in length and half a métre wide. Other plants 
of this species are cultivated for their fruit, 
the hemp, or musa textilis, is prized for its 
rind. After three years unchecked growth, 
as soon as the fruit appears, and the outer 
rind commences to get blackish, the great 
leaves are taken away to feed cattle or to be 
used in paper factories. For three days the 
stems are allowed*to ferment, then the rind is 
carefully separated from the rest, and beaten 
and washed. It is then laid out in the sun 
to dry. When this is finished, the hemp 
is collected in packages and sent to Manila 
for sale. Hemp is there from 150 to 200 per 
cent. higher than in the provinces. The crop 
is every year, and one plant can be used until 
the fifth, or at most the seventh year. It is 
sent to Europe almost invariably in its raw 
state; while the excellent materials woven 
from it in the interior reach Singapore, 
Spain, England and North America, only 
in isolated samples. A large number of 
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different kinds of cloth are made from this 
hemp, either alone or mixed with some other 
material, such as silk or cotton. Among other 
textile industries of the Philippines, that from 
the, ananassa sativa,—called by the natives 
pina, is mentioned. In European commerce it 
is known as grass-cloth. These stuffs are 
completely transparent, and have an unpleasant 
yellow-ochre colour.. They are used almost 
entirely for Malay finery. The finest is that 
known as grass-cloth of Ilo-ilo, because it is 
chiefly exported from that port. One can gain 
an idea of the fineness and elegance of this 
texture when it is mentioned that the natives 
often pay two thousand* dollars for a single 
suit. A great future is expected for this 
branch of industry, when the merits of the 
grass-cloth become known in female circles in 
Europe. 

The manufacture of perfumery is also of 
considerable importance; but the scents are 
not yet known well in Europe. 

Tobacco, however, is by far the most import- 
ant industry of the Spanish possessions in the 
east. It was first introduced into the islands 
from America by the Spaniards towards the 
middle of the sixteenth century; and the soil 
and climate suited the plant so well, that in 
aroma it stands but little behind that of 
Havana, Although plantations were to be 
found everywhere, the tobacco was, at one 
time, only for domestic consumption, and was 
not exportod. In 1781 governor Basco intro- 
duced the tobacco monopoly, and then Manila 
tobacco began to be known in Europe. It is 
unnecessary to quote here the long description 


which the writer gives of the mode of 
raising and harvesting the plant, and 
then manufacturing it for the foreign 
markets. When it reaches Manila from the 


plantations in the interior, it is sent to the 
government factories. About four-ninthe of 
the crop is sent in leaves to Spain and abroad, 
while the rest is made into cigars and cigarettes 
at the factories. This work is done almost 
entirely by women and girls, who are employed 
by thousands in this industry. In the Visaya 
ielands the former monopoly system was not so 
stringent as in the main island, and the 
inhabitants smoke cigars of extraordinary 
dimensions, which look almost like walking 
sticke. ‘hey are frequently used to make 
presents, and last four or five hours. In other 
parts of the islauds, the inhabitants prefer to 
chew the tobacco, Manila tobacco is very 
strong, though of fine aroma. The Havana 
manufactarers seem to mixit with their own, 
at least, according to the British consular 
reports, tobacco is sent from Manila to 
Havana, In Europe there is an unfounded 
prejudice against Manils tobacco, as it is eup- 
posed to be mixed with opium. Comparatively 
few of the cigars reach Europe; the most of 
those exported are sent to North America, Asia, 
and Australia, In the open ports of China and 
Japan they are largely sold. Ifin sorting the 
leaf, attention was given to its quality rather 
than size, Manila tobacco need uot fear come 
petition with Havana. 

Chinese tea is also grown in the Philippines, 
but it has not been generally cultivated. If 
attention were devoted to it, tea would be a 
new source of wealth and prosperity for the 
Spanish colony, 


—_——a 


Tat Japan Herald, alluding to the late Rengo 
Kiito Niadgukarisho, says, “It ia now demon 
strated that some short-sighted persons, even 
when assisted by spectacles, can see no farthet 
into a mill stone than native dealers.” The 
Herald should have added that dark blue 
epectaclee are the worst of all assistants to 


human vision, for they serve to blind the wear- 
er to the public estimation of his many amia- 
ble, impartial, and honourable characteristics. 


Tar same paper says the establishment of a 
new central bank, originally fixed for the 1st. 
prox., has been indefinitely postponed on the 
advice of the finance minister, 


Accorpine to the Hochi Shinbun, a new 


journal devoted to the cause of the liberal 


party will be published on and after Ist prox. 
Mr. Itagaki is named as the editor and Mr. 
Nakashima as manager. Branch offices will 
be established in several parts of the country, 
and its special correspondents will be despatch- 
ed to every fu, ken, and city. 


Tue Choya Shinbun extracts the following 
statistics from the report of the educational 
department for 1879 which has been recently 
published. 


Number of public common schools... 26,710 
» —» Private 4, ” 1,315 
Motalecc.ssiaccsse-s 28,025 


Increase as compared with that of 
the preceding year .............4. 
Number of teachers in such schools... 
Increase as compared with that of 
tho preceding year ... see 5,434 
Number of scholars in such sc! ...2,3815,070 
Increase as compared with that of 
the preceding year ...........0066 


1,441 
71,046 


41,846 


Tar Choya Shiubun says that H.E. Yamada, 
singt has been making great exertions, in 
conjunction with Messrs. Mori and Ikeda, 
towards the establishment of a house of Kwa- 
soku on the same plan as the English House 
of Lords. 

Tas Akebono Shindbun is snid to have 
changed hands and to have been purchnsed by 
certain high officials for 15,000 yen. Two 
other journals have adopted a new line of 
policy, and it is rumoured that a well-known 
editor will shortly be appointed a member of 
the sanji-in, 


Tar Nicki Nichi Shinbun says Chinese resi- 
dents are on the increase in Osaka. Their 
number now reaches 221, and an average of 
20 continue to arrive by each steamer from 
Hongkong, Shanghai, &. 


Tur Akebono Shinbun says H. EB. Saigo had 
aconference with the prime minister yester- 
day (14th. inst.) It is believed that the former 
will be reinstated to the office of war minister 
and that many new appointments will shortly 
be announced. 


Mr. Hananvsa, minister to Koren called on 
the Korean ambassador yesterday (14th. inet.) 
The latter will shortly return to his country. 


Tut Nichi Nichi Shinbun says :—In conse- 
quence of native planters having sustained 
serious loss of business by the daily incrensing 
importation-of foreign sugar, an association has 
been established at Higashi-ku in Osnka for 
protecting the trade. The second general 
meeting was held on the lst. March last. It 
was then decided to organize a company for 
improving the manufacture of sugar, extending 
the business, and thereby checking further 
importation of the article. It was further 
tesolved to apply to the government for special 
protection in furtherance of these objects. 

Iu accordance with this resolution, Measrs. 
Miyakosaki, Satake, and other representatives 


of the projectors from two fu and twelve ken 
sent in an application to the government in 
October Inst. The latter have recently notified 
their approval of the undertaking, and tho 
company have elected their officers aud framed 
their byelaws. 


Accorpina to the Mai Nichi Shinbun, the 
Nichi Nichi has been purchased, not by the 
government, but by Mr. Inouye, foreign minis- 
ter who has paid 100,000 yen for it. 


Tuer same paper says tho cost of the proposed 
line of railway from Tsuruga to Toyama (about 
140. English miles) is estimated at 5,200,000 
yen. 


A ssrtovs firo occurred in Tokio at 3.50 
a.m, yesterday (15th. inst ) It commenced at 
No. 14, Sakamoto-cho, Nichome, Shitaya and 
was not got under until upwards of 140 houses 
were destroyed and a woman and child burnt to 
death. 


At frequent intervals romours are circulated 
to the effect that changes are to be made in 
the diplomatic and consular representatives of 
the United States in Japan. We have heard 
the nomination of Mr. E. H. Honse to the 
consul-generalship mentioned several times ; and 
yesterday there is a fresh report to that. effect 
with the addition that Mr. John Russell Young, 
author of Around the World with General 
Grant, is to replace the Hon. J. Bingham as 
minister in Tokio. That Mr. Bingham, who 
has never, during the years he has filled his 
position, done a single good turo to the 
large and growing interests of his countrymen, 
could be replaced with advantage, we are not 
disposed to question: but to substitute Mr. 
John Russell Young, who regards every for- 
eigner in Japan, his countrymen included, as 
‘rowdies’ and interlopers, for Mr, Bingham 
whose talent is displayed in “ masterly inac- 
tivity,” would be to aggravate injury by 
insult. Of the sense in which American 
citizens In Japan would regard the substita- 
tion of Mr, House for General Van Buren, 
of the appointment of a former hired partisan 
and mercenary writer in support of every 
iniquitous aggression upon treaty rights, in 
place of a tried, competent, respected, and in 
every respect experienced officer, we have 
before spoken in terms too plain to be 
misconstrued. These are not times when 
the interests of foreigners in Japan, for 
what the United States will do in the matter 
of treaty revision vitally effects us all, can 
be entrusted to a literary toady who owes 
his promotion to his servility towards oue of 
the great men of his nation; and to a person 
whose reputation, both among Japanese and 
foreiguers, is notoriously bad. 


—— 


His Imperial Majesty the Mikado will visit 
Fokiage park on the 22nd. inst, to witness the 
target practice by officers of the imperiul 
guards. He will shortly proceed to the dis- 
tricts along the ‘Tam»gawa river where the 
hare hunting season is in full force, 


Taw mission of the Korean ambassador, anys 
the Hochi Shinbun, is not, as was at first 
feported, connected with the opening of the 
port of Ninsen, but with the revision of tho 
treaty tariff. The draft of the proposed re- 
vision which he brought with him has not 
been accepted by the Japanese government ; 
negotintions therefore cannot be proceoded 
with. so he, will accordingly return to hia 
countty at an early \date, 
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go few days. ago we heard with regret} Accorprxe to the same paper a conepiraey | and make the most of those Drivileges 
ate 


‘isease, almost epidemic in its charac. 
ter and supposed to be epizootic, had broken 
out'among the cattlo of a large dairy establish- 
ment a few miles ontside of Yokohama, and 
that several animala had died. Wo hear 
yesterday that the proprietor of the establish- 
ment proposes to remove the survivors to the 
settlement for the Purpose of isolating them 
with a view to their safety. However use- 
ful and beneficial this measure is likely to be 
we think the public interest demands that it 
should be reconsidered ; or at all events that 
nothing should be done until a competent 
veterinary surgeon has given an opinion on 
the nature and infections or contagious 
character of the disease. This is a precaution 
essential to the protection of a number of 
other cattle owners, native and foreign. 

A REPORT renches us 
changes are contem 
head-quarters 
Mitsu Bishi C 
not mistaken, 
make Kobe th 


from Kobe that 
plated with regard to the 
of the Hongkong line of the 
ompany. If our informant is 
, the Hongkong steamers. will 
heir terminus in Japan, cargo for 
Yokohama being transhipped by the Shang. 
hai or direct steamers to this port. Such a 
change is ‘Inevitable, unless the company can 
manage to double the number of vessels on 
the line. Two ships for a fortnightly service 
of abont 3,500 miles for the round’ voyage, 
are not sufficient; and the wisdom of the 
new arrangement is proved by the fact that 
these ships, instead of being almost con- 
stantly at sea, will each make only one five 
day voyage in fourteen, 

Outward cargo from here to Hongkong is 
not worth a thought; inward cargo is chiefly 
for Kobe, and that for Yokohama may easily 
be transshipped as vessels of the same line 
are constantly Tanning between the two 
ports. . ¢ 


On the whole, this settlement enjoys a 
fair immunity from robberies and petty de- 
predations, and the rele of meum and tuum 
is tolerably well observed. Now and again, 
however, we are startled out of our wonted 
feelings*of security by a report that sundry 
“ peripatetics” are abroad. An instance of 
the kind ocenrred on Sunday night which haa 
caused no small degreo of sensation. a 

It appears that some misguided individuals 
—probably Chinese for your Celestials are 
the most accomplished burglars in the world 


—whose education has been neglected, as far 
as that part of 


a certain catechism is concern- 
ed which enjoins us to keep our hands from 
‘picking and stealing” broke into Mr. 
Whittall’s godown at No. 4 Water Street 
and abstracted goods, samples, lastings, 
rabbit skins, iod. of potass, &e., to the 
valuo of $150. With a degree of cunning 
and ingenuity worthy a better Purpose, they 
effected their entrance on the cast sido of 
the building adjoining the office of the 
Pacific Mail Company by wrenching open 
the window shutters and taking out a pane 
of glass. They then, of conrse stepped 
in without diticulty and helped themselves 
to the articles above mentioned. It is super- 
fluous to add that no traces have beon, or 
are likely to be, discovered of the bold 
heroes, 

Tue Mai Nichi Shindun says that in con- 
Sequence of the new criminal code coming into 
Operation next year, extensive alterations and 
additions are being made to Various depart- 
mental regulations in order fo meet its provi- 
sions, The sanji-in is busily engaged on the 
task which must bo completed within the 
present raouth, : 


has been detected in Koren. § 
under the leadership of Ritaisen 
of the king, 
latter, The 
fixed for ca 


are now under 


Tue Choya Shindun hears that the Tukio- 
Yokohama railway is about to be sold to the 
Nippon Tetsudo Kwaisha. 


NT of the Japan Daily Muil 
epnblication in this journal 
m the Lising Sun and Naga- 
saki Express vilipending Mr. E. H. House. 
We regret, for various reasons, that thoextract 
ever appeared in this journal. Those reasons 
are becausca letter couched in similar language 
by the same author had been sent to us for 
publication, a request with which we politely 
declined to comply, on the grounds that Mr. 
House is not now in Japan and has, there- 
fore, no means of replying and probably of 
demolishing his critic or censor: that Mr, 
Honse has of late made no appearance in 
print to warrant criticism: that his private 
affairs and his nationality are matters of 
profound indifference to us; and, finally, 
that the community is heartily sick of the 
subject. 


A corresponpe 
alludes to the pr 
of an extract fro 


Tue Tokio Keizai Zassh 
trade organ, is publishing a series of articles 
on the Mitsu Bishi Company. Tho line 
adopted by this journal is, the company’s 
neglect to keep tho vesscls in efficient repair, 
and its misuse of the subsidy it receives 
from government. With regard to this style 
of attack we have only to say that the Keisai 
Zasshi is misinformed with regard to the 
condition of the company’s vessels. We 
have sufficient experience of nautical matters 
to know that all needful substantial vepairs 
are done, and well done, to any ship requiring 
them; and that the company’s fleet is, in 
every way, scaworthy. When this ciream- 
stance is brocght to the notice of our con- 
temporary, perhaps it will take the trouble to 
verify what is here written. If the vessels were 
in any way unsuitable for the carriage of the 
most perishable cargo, or for passenger trafiic, 
the public would find ont before any news- 
paper could possibly do so. Justice, therefore, 
requires the withdrawal of a statement high. 
ly injurious in its tendency even if it were 
true; but doubly so when it rests upon no 
foundation. 

With regard to the subsidy, some consi- 
deration should be given to the services 
rendered in return for it. Does our con- 
temporary know the mileage performed in 
the mail service, and the allowance per mile P 
The report annually issued by the pote 
office will give some valuable information on 
these points ; and if more is wanted it can no 
donbt be had from the same authentic source. 

If the company is so profitable that its 
chief proprietor is able to invest hugo sums 
of money in various other undertakings, the 
system should be censured which, as we have 
always declared, taxes the food of the mnases, 
{precludes the cheap transit of commodities, 
ud stifles trade, in’ order that an individual 
shall benefit. The Monopoly and those who 
| Protect itaro to be blamed, not the bene- 
jficiary, who would be moro than human 
‘did he not ayail himeclf ta the utmost, 


i, a liberal and free 


everal Koreans{ whi 


ich reason tells him cannot possibly last 

long. 

the article: then: reverts to a sore subject 

h Japanese,—the assistance extended by 

favoured industrica got op 

riends of the powerfal; and 

ell known indigo case where 

large sums were advanced for tho establish. 

ment of a factory ta produce indigo from 

indigenous plants, and it was subsequently 
discovered that the indigo works wero a 
pital being used to work a 
By « simple train of reason- 
be c&rtain that the mine 
was also a failure; for if it produced silvew 
the loan would have been repaid. If repay- 
ment was not made under such circumatan- 
ces, the borrower was a rogue; and as we all 
know the indigo manafacturer to be a man 
of Lonour, demonstrated by his high-minded 
conduct in the satsu exchange transaction 
about two years ago, it is safe to conclude 
the silver mine was another sink, not for 
“government.” money as it is mistakenly 
called, but for the funds of the tax-payers. 
Subsidies given to assist direct exportation 
are employed solely to promote specie speca- 
lation ; and generally the system of govern- 
ment aid to private ventures is denounced 
in strong and justifiable terms, the Mitsu 
Bishi Company being held up as a special 
instance of the tendency of monopolies to 
all evil. 


ing we may 


Tue Choya Shinbun has the following 
items :—Mr. Hirayama Genra, a sake brewer 
and 40 others have resolved on the establish- 
ment of a silk factory at Oyaburoura in Hiogo. 
ken with a capital of 100,000 yen. The 
machinery has been ordered from Paris and 
French operatives are to be engaged as ins- 
tructors. The projectors contemplate export- 
ing silk direct next season. 


Tus sum of 5,200,000 yen, estimated cost 
of the Toyama-Teuruga railway has been aub- 
scribed as follows :— 


1,200,090 Fea in Yetchu 


60,000 ,, ,, Noto 
2,000,000 ,, ,, Tokio 
1,200,000 ,, ,, by the Nishi Honganji 
(chief Buddhist temple) 
200,000 ,, » by Mr. Mayeda, chief 


Promotor, who had previously subscribed a 
arge amount, 


Mr.. Oxaze, editor of the Koten Zushi 
Published at Yamaguchi, has been sentenced 
to one hundred days imprisonment and a fine 
of fifty yen for violation of the press laws. 


Tar Mai Nichi Shinbun says a general 
meeting of tho sanyi was held on the 16th, 
instant when the establishment of a govern. 
mont newspaper was warmly discussed. 


! 


Tue same paper says the Korean ambasuador 
left Yokohama by the Hiroshima-Maru on the 
17th, instant en route for his own country, 


es 
——EEk————k_—_** 


The steamer Bumbay which will bo well 
known in Shanghai, both in connection witlt 
the P. and Q, Company, and the disaster 
j which befel her on Christmas Day last, has 
been converted into a hulk, and is to be towed 
to Wuhu by the steamer Kuang-yung for the 
purpose of @ receiving ship for the China 
* Merchanta’ Company, —Shanghat Courter, 
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WRECK OF THE BARQUE “ FORWARD 
HO.” 


- We have been favoured with the following 
particulars of the dismasting and_ loss 
of the British barque Forward Ho! of Liver. 
pool, 943 tons, Edward Wade Master, on a 
voyage from Kobe (Hiogo) towards, Port- 
land, Oregon :— 


October 19th., 1881, 4 p.m.—Left Kobe 
in ballast, passing through the Kii Channel. 

October 30th, midnight :—Lat 45 N., long. 
156 E., or therenbouts,—weather very dirty, 
ship running ander fore and main lower top- 
sails, reefed foresail, and foretopmast stay- 
sail; heavy cross sea running, glass falling 
rapidly, wind S.W. 

October 81st., 2 a.m.— Wind snddenly 
shifted to the N.W., and increased in violence ; 
took in foresail, and made all sails well fast. 
4a.m.—Blowing 2 complete hurricane, with 
tremendously heavy cross sea running; kept 
ship dead beforo the wind. 5.30 a.m.—The 
foretopsail and feretopmast staysail blew 
away. 6.30 a.m.—Maintopsail also blew away. 
7 a.m.—Ship running under bare poles, when 
a terrific squall struck her, throwing hor 
completely on her beam ends, floating the lee 
boats off the skids, and all the leo spare spars 
to’ leeward, smashing in the lee side of the 
deck-house and washing the men’s chests and 
gear overboard, also smashing in leo side of 
cabin skylight, half filling tho cabin with 
water ; the weather side of the cabin also fell 
out, carrying with’ it passenger’s baggage 
and contents of store-rooms to leeward and 
rendering two chronometers in captain’s room 
useless. The vessel being completely buried 
on the lee side, we cut away the topmasts, and 
afterwards the fore and main lower masts; 
this eased the ship a little, but sho continued 
to lie with her lee topgallant rail under. On 
getting below, we found the ballast had shifted, 
scarcely a shovelful being left on the weather 
side of the keelson. We ascertained also that 
the lower masts on being cut away had parted 

- about four feet below the deck, the middle of 
which was torn open, two iron beams and 
some cross stringers being broken, leaving 
the whole of the centre of the deck open. 
The ship all the time continned to strike 
heavily on the wreckage alongside. We em- 
ployed all bands and the passengers in cover- 
ing in the breaks in the deck, with planks, 
sails, canvas, d&c., as the ship was filling 
fast. Examined the pumps immediately after 
cutting away the masts, and found the main 
shaft broken. At noon the wind took off, 
and the sea began to go down. 

Daring the next two or three days, the 
weather continuing fine, we employed all 
hands in further securing the decks, cutting 
away the wreck and baling out water, in which 
the passengers assisted. Succeeded in getting 
the pumps into working order with the help 
of bonts’ masts and oars, and set all hands to 
work pumping and trimming ballast, which 
was kept up day and night, until everyone 
was completely fagged out and severul of the 
men had their feet frost-bitten, the weather 
being exceedingly cold. Aftera few hours 
spell, we wentto workagainon both water and 
ballast, and kept at it until the vessel righted, 
the hands being allowed a rest of four hours 
per day only. 

A week after the disaster, the ship having 
heen got more upright, we started a few of the 
hands rigging a jury foremast, the rest being 
employed in trimming ballast and pumping. 
During the following week, wo managed to 
get the foremast rigged and sail on the vessel], 


and kept -her away to the southward and 
westward. After getting the jury foromast 
rigged we commenced a jury mainmast, and 
eventually succeeded in getting it rigged and 
setting canvas on it. The weather all this 
time fortunately continued fino, with very 
light variable winds. Bore away for Hako- 
date. 


November 20th (Sunday), noon.—Capo 
Yerimo, island of Yezo bearing N.W, about 
20 miles, wind N.E., the glass began to fall 
and weather to look dirty; took in some 
of the light sails, 4 p.m. Blowing heavily, and 
sen rising fast; reduced sail farther. 8 p.m. 
—Wind increased to a hurricane; ship scud- 
ding tnder jury foresail and forestay-sail. 
9 p.m.—Both the latter blew away ; brought 
ship to the wind on the starboard tack, with 
the nid of a tarpaulin in mizzen rigging. 
From this, up to noon on the following day 
(21st), it was almost impossible to do any- 
thing, the force of the wind being terrific 
and the sea tremendously heavy ; several of 
the jury spars carried away, and most of the 
sails wero blown out of the gaskets and off 
the deck, The glass kept steadily falling 
from noon on Sunday until about 4 a.m. on 
Monday, at which hour it marked 28.40, the 
hurricane being then at its height; the ship 
rolled and strained heavily, and made 
much water. On Monday, Nov. 21st, set 
pumps going, and employed the hands in 
baling with buckets, and in cutting, making, 
and bending fresh sails which work was con- 
tinued until the vessel got ashore. 


Nov. 22nd.—While engaged in bending 
fresh foresail, a stowaway named Andersen, 
said to be a Swede, fell overboard and was 
drowned. Every effort was mado to rescne 
him with tho help of ropes and life-buoys, 
but owing to the heavy sea running nothing 
further could be done, as the ship was boing 
rapidly carried to leeward, and it was impos- 
sible to launch the only boat that was left. 

Nov. 23rd.—At daylight, we sighted a head- 
land which proved*‘to be Cape Kuro, on the 
N.E. coast of Nipon. The ship still continued 
to make a great deal of water, and finally the 
pumps choked, one of them being found to 
be broken below. Everything possible was 
done to endeavour to clear them and to 
repair the broken one, but without succeed- 
ing in getting them into working order. 
We resolved on making for Miyako Bay, the 
wind being fair, and it being the nearest 
harbour. 

During the succeeding four days, we had 
light winds and fine weather; the ship’s bot- 
tom being evidently in a very bad state, and 
there being little sail left to put on her, very 
little progress could be made. 


November 27th.—Got a nice breeze from 
the eastward. Stood in to the land, and 
succeeded in getting within six miles of it 
when it fell calm, about daylight. 

November 28th.—Vessel drifted bodily in 
towards the W.S.W., the current carrying 
‘her past the entrance to Miyako harbour, 
and sending her close inshore, Sounded 
from time to time, but could get no bottom 
at 50 and 80 fathoms. When about two 
cables off a ledge of rocks, got soundings 
jin 35 fathoms. On again sounding, ob- 
tained 10 fathoms; vessel then too close 
to rocks to let go the anchor. Before 
another cast could be made, ship strack heavi- 
ly twice on a sunken ledge, and slipped over 
into 9 fathoms. We let go the anchor, but the 
bottom being rocky, she dragged a little, even- 
tually coming to in 8 fathoms. We then sent 
boat ashore for help. After some time, two 
or three small boats came alongside, and 


remained but could render no assistance. 
The master then proceeded ashore to see 
the headman of a small fishing village near by 
with a view to obtaining boats to tow the 
vessel toa place of safety, but without suc- 
cess, most of the fishing boats having been 
lost in the hurricane of the 20th, and the 
fishermen declined to risk those left, On 
returning to the vessel at about 3 p.m. 
he found her making water very fast, the 
ballast being afloat. Having only one boat re- 
maining, he deemed it prudent to send ashore 
passengers, boys, and such of the hands as 
had been disnbled through frost-bites or 
bruises, the rest of the people remaining on 
board, doing all that was possible towards 
clearing pumps and saving the vessel. 

During the night, the breeze freshened, and 
blew with considerable force, causing tho 
vessel to drag, and strike aft very heavily on 
the rocks, several times. Eventually swang 
clear, and brought up in 6 fathoms. 

November, 29th. — Daylight: Found the 
vessel to be making water so fast, that it was 
impossible to do anything more to save her ; 
and the coast being steep-to, could not beach 
her, the only strip of strand for a considerable 
stretch on either hand being the beach on 
which a landing had been effected in the boat 
but with great difficulty, the surf on it 
breaking very heavily. Remained by her all 
day, ship filling fast. Daring the afternoon, 
asampan came off from the shore, convey- 
ing an official who warned us of the approach 
of a strong gale, of which there was every 
indication, the barometer having fallen, and 
thero being a heavy sea with thick rain. 

About 6 p.m., we left the vessel, and after 
great exertions succeeded in effecting a land- 
ing through tho rollers; the charts, instra- 
ments, &., in the boat being all either lost 
or destroyed. We kept watch on tho shoro 
all night when it was blowing a gale, with 
heavy sea. 

November 30th. — Daylight: Ship still 
above water, but it was a matter of impos- 
sibility to get off to her on account of the 
tremendous sea running. About noon, she 


Haw Reports. 


In H.B.M.’s Supreme Court rou Cura AND 
JAPAN. 


Before N. J. Hannan, Esq., Acting Obief 
Justice. 
6th. December, 1881. 


Botween Tue IMPERIAL JAPANESE GOVERNMENT, 
Plaintiffs and Appellants, 
and 
Francis Avaustus Corr, and Witi1aM Perrig 
Mircuet, Defendants and Respondents. 


Jupament. 

This is an appeal from an order of Mr. 
Wilkinson sitting as judge of the court of 
Kanagawa by which he directed judgment 
upon‘a special verdict of a jury to be entered 
for the defendant without costs. 

The defendants were the occupiers of a 
certain piece of land situated in what is 
called the foreign settlement of Yokohama 
and known as lot No. 95. The land in 
the settlement appears to be held of the 
Japanese government who grant Title Deeds 
for it in the nature of perpetual leases. 
Such a Title Deed or perpetual lease was 
granted to a predecessor in title of the 
defendants, and so far/as I can gather from 
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the evidence 
by boundaries 


Japanese government 

remeasnred the lot and 
tained 586 Tsuboes instead of 401 as stated 
in the lease. These facts are not disputed 
nor is it dis 


Teuboes have beon acquired from Innd belong- 


ing to the Japanese Government and not 


from adjoining lots. 
that the whole of 
measarin, 
lot 95 by appropriating the ground ofa public 
roadway which bounded lot 95 on two sides, 
and they claim its surrender to them. 
The case was tried by Mr. Wilkinson and » 
jary on the 28th. day of February 1878 and 
following days. The jury found amongst 
other things that an irregularly shaped bit 
which they seem to have described with 
sufficient clearness was not originally includ. 
edin lot 95. As Mr. Wilkinson does not 
seem to be dissatisfied with thig finding, it 
would be wrong to disturb it, although it is 
‘not very easy to see on what gvoonds they 
arrived at their conclusion, They found in 
effect that all the remaining portion of what 
is now known as lot No. 95 was expressly 
leased to the defendants’ predecessors in title. 

With these findings of the jury npon 
matters of fact I shall not interfere, but deal 
simply with the irregularly shaped piece of 
ground which they find “ was not included 
“in the Title Decd“as lot No. 95.” 

The groand on which the court gave judg- 
ment for defendants was thut the jury had 
found “ that the plaintiff government by its 
“‘reprosentations induced the defendants to 
“believe that the piece of ground referred to 
“in the answer to question 2,” te, the re- 
gularly shaped piece, “ was part of lot 
No, 95.” 


In my opinion there was no evidence to 
go to the jury upon this point and the 
jadge onglt so to have directed them. 
t is not pretended that evidence of direct 
“representation” was given ; the jury 
must therefore have inferred these “repre. 
sentations” from the fact of the plaintiffs 
standing by and not claiming the land, 
but before any such inference could pro- 
perly be drawn, it is necessary to affect the 
plaintiffs with notice of the encroachment. 
This was attempted to be done by shew. 
ing that the police, the officers who col. 
lected the ground rent, and certain persons 
who drew up a plan of Yokohama, must 
have known of the encrorchment. Assum- 
ing that they did know of the error the 
question then arises: were these persons [viz: 
policemen, tax-collectors and land surveyors] 
such agents of the plaintiffs as to affect 
them (the plaintiffs) with the knowledge the 
agents are assumed to have possessed? I 
am of opinion, on the authority of Ramsden 
and Dyson (L.R. 1, H. L. 129), that they 
were not. The plaintiffs therefore never 
having had notice of the encronchment can- 
not be said to have acquiesced in it, nor to 
have by their represontations induced the 
defendants to believe that the piece of gronnd 
referred to in the answer to the second ques- 
tion put to the jury was parcel of lot No. 95. 

The order of the court below must therce 
fore be varied and judgment must be entered 
for the plaintiffs for so much of the land 
claimed in their petition as forms the irre- 


The plaintiffs alleged 
this additional Jand 


it did not describe the lot 
all round, but it did state the 
number of Tsuboes the lot contained. The 


in the year 1875 
found that it con. 


puted that the 185 additional 


g 135 Tsuboes bad been taken into 


gulary shaped piece described in the answer 
of the jury to the 2nd. question. Each party 
to pay their own costs. 

Ihave throughout trented the question as 
one of English law, no evidence having been 
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tendered to show what the Japanese law 
upon the points involved in the case may be. 
Whether such evidence could have been pro- 
perly givon in order to decide the questionn 
of law remaining upon the finding of the jury 
as to the facts, is a very important questios 
which, in view of my opinion upon the 
English Inw applicable to the case, it is not 
necessary to decide, 


[L.S.] * Nicuoras J. Haxyen, 
Acting Chief Justice. 


Shipping. 


ARRIVALS. 


Deo. 9, Brit. str. Malacca, Weighell, 1,709, from 
Hongkong via Nagasaki, Mails and General, to 
P. & 0. Co, 

Deo. 10, Jap. 
from Nemu 
to M. B. Co. 

Deo. 10, Jap. str. Tayonoura-BMaru, Kato, 658, from 
Kobe, Mails and General, to BM. B. Co. 

Deo. 11, Jap. str. Kumamoto-Maru, Drummond, 1,240, 
from the North, General, to M. B. Co. 

Deo. 11, Brit. str. Wanderer, (Royal Yatch Squadron) 
Gordon, 834, from Honolulu, 

Dec, 12, Jap. str. Wakanoura-Maru, Christensen, 
1,300, from Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 

Dec. 12, Jap. str, Kokonoye-Maru, Dithlefsen, 1,183, 
from Hakodate, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 

Dec. 18, Am. str. City of Rio de Janeiro, Cavarly, 
3,548, from San Francisco, Nov. 22nd, Mails and 
General, to P. M. Co. 

Deo. 14, Freh. str. Tanais, Reynier, 1,735, from 
Hongkong, Mails and General, to M. M. Co. 

Deo. 15, Jap. str, Akitsushima- Maru, Frahm, 1,148, 
from Hakodate, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 
Deo. 15, Jap. str. Tokio-Maru, Swain, 2,119, from 
Shanghai and ports, Mails and General, to M. B, 
Co. 

Deo. 16, U. 8. gun-boat Monocacy, Captain Cotton, 
6-guns, 1,370 tons, 900 H.P., 186 men, from a 
cruise, 

Deo. 16, Jap. str. Takachiho-Maru, Nye, 1,408, from 
Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 

Dec. 17, Brit. str. Lord of the Isles, Felgate, 1,372, 
from Kobe, Genera!, to Smith, Baker & Co. 

Dec. 19, Jap. atr. Niigata-Maru, Wyun, 1,603, from 
Hongkong via Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. 
Co. 


str. Toyoshima-Maru, Hubbard, 598 
ro and Hakodate, Mails and General, 


Dec. 19, Jap. barg. Kanagawa-Maru, Eckstrand, 
1,184, from Nagasaki, Coals, to M. B. Co. 

Dec. 19, Ger. barg. Peiho, Lanckmen, 850, from 
Barrard Inlet, Lumber, to P. Bohm. 

Dec. 20, Jap. str. Suminoye-Maru, Frahm, 853, from 
Hakodate, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 

Dec. 21, Jap. str. Wakanoura-Maru, Christensen, 
1.300, from Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. 
Co. ‘ 


DEPARTURES. 


Deo. 10, Froh. str. Volga, Guirand, 1,502, for Hong- 
kong, Mails and General, despatched by M. M. Co. 

Deo. 10, Jap. str. Yakachiho- Maru, Nye, 1,406, for 
Kobe, Mails and Generul, despatched by M. B. Co. 

Deo. 10, Jap. str. Takasago- Maru, Young, 1,230, for 
Hongkong via Kobe, Mails and General, des- 
patched by M. B. Co. 

Dec. 10, Brit. str. Lord of the Isles, Felgate, 1,872, 
for Kobe, General, despatched by Smith, Baker 
& Co. 

Deo. 11, Am. str. 
8an Francisco, 
P.M. Co. 

Dec. 14, Am. str. City of Rio de Janeiro, 
3,518, for Hongkong, 
patched by P. M. Co, 

Deo. 15, Jap. str. Toyoshima-Maru, Hobbard, 598, 


City of Tokio, Maury, 5,050, for 
Mails and General, despatched by 


Cavarly, 
Mails aud General, des- 


for Hakodate, Mails and General, despatched by 
M. B. Co. ; 


Dec. U.S. gun-boat, Monocacy, Captain Cotton, 
6-gi.ns, 1,370 tons, 900 H.P., 186 men, for a cruise. 
Dec. 15, Am. barg. Annie W. Weston, Winsor, 740, 
for Hiogo, Tea and general, despatched, by Walsh, 


Hall & Co. 

Deo. 15, brit. str. Malacca, Weighell. 1,709, for Hong- 
kong via Hiogo und Nagasaki, Maile and General, 
despatohed by P. & O. Co. 

Deo. 16, Jap. str. Wakanoura-Maru, 
1,800, for Kobe, 
by M. B. Co, 


Christensen, 
Mails avd General, despatched 


ee 

a 

Deo. 16, Jap. sohr. Sumanoura-Maru, Spiegethal, 92: 
for Nagasaki, Ballasc, deapatched hy M. B. Co, 

Deo. 17, Jap. str. Hiroshima-Maru, Haswell, 1,8%. 
for Shanghai and ports, Mails and General, des 
patohed by M. B. Co. 

Deo. 17, Brit. str. Radnorshire, Davies, 1 


1,492, for 
Trading Co. 
Maru, Diummond, 

despatohed by M 
B, Co, 


Deo, 20, Jap. str. Akiteushima-Maru, 
for Hakodate, Mails and General, 
M. B. Co. 


Hiogo, 


Frahm, 1,146, 
despatched by 


Deo, 21, Brit. str. Wanderer, (Royal Yacht Squadron), 
Gordon, 334 tons, for Kobe, 

Dec. 21, Jap. str. Tokio-Maru, Swain, 
Shanghai and ports, 
patched by M. B. Co, 


a L 
PASSENGERS. 


Per Brit. str. Malacca, 
saki :—Miss F. Cornwall, 
and Mra. Lindsay in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Takasago-Maru, for Hongkong via 
Kobe :—Mr. and Mra. MoCormick and six Japances 
in cabin, 

Per Am. str. City of Tokio, for New York :—Rerd, 
J. R. Goddard, wife and four children, Mr. R. H. 
Pye, Mr. Andrew Morton, Commander W. L. Samp. 
80", U.8N, Mr, and Mrs. G. Farley, Jnr., and infant, 
acd Mr. J. Stewart in cabin. For London: 
Langaard and wife, Col. J. Sidney Hand, s. 
Mr. J. Edge Partiogton in cabin. For Liverpool ; 
Mr. M. Cammell in cabin. For San Francisco : 
Messrs. L. L, Beckmith, G. W. Littlejohn aud son, 
and B. Cars in cabin. 

Per Brit. str. Wanderer (Royal Yaoht Squadron), 
from Honolalu:—Mr. C, J. Lambert. Mrs, Lambert, 
Miss Lambert, Mies B, Lambert, Mr. B. Y. Lambert, 
Master M. Lamlert, Master W. Lambert, Mir 
Power, Revd, J. Wetherall, Mr. R. T. Pricthett and 
4 servant. 

Per Jap. str. Wakanoura-Maru, from Kobe:— 
Messrs. E. C. Kirby, Van Lissa, Stoneybrink, 
Cooper, Caswell, aud 4 Japanese in cabin; and 188 
Japanese in steerage. 

Per Jap. str. Kokonoye Maru, from Hakodate :— 
Miss Woodworth, Miss Hampton, and 20 Japanese 
in cabin ; and 159 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Am. str. City of Rio de Janeiro, from San 
Francisco :—Mesara. G. Schmidt, . Morris and 
wife, C. Hirst, B. Petaoke, A. MacKensie and wife, 
J.C. Sal: v.8.N., 8. H. Dickson, v.a.n., D. W. 
Farrell, v.a.N., N. J. Plum, wife and 2 children, 
Dr. J J. Cram, Miss M. Yomans, Mr. C. E. Hill, 
Dr. J. E. Woodruff and servant, Dr. Eldridge, Mr. 
Chas. A. Batelle, Mrs. D. W. Farrell, Mra, J.C. 
Sullivan, Mr. J. B. Fisher and wife. Mr. Chas. 
Crea and wife, and Mr, Cressy in cabin. For Hong 
Kong: Messrs. D. H. Ward and wife, Lee Cheet, 
Fung Take, and Ah See in cabin; and 784 Chinese 
in the steerage. 

Per Froh. str. Tanats. from Hongkong :— Messrs. 
Lafont, Jacquet, Robert, Causan, wife and two 
cousing, Mr. Kakichi and friend, Sister Ste. Mar- 
celline, Mesdames Carbolie Emile, F. J. Franoois, 
Carmon Adolphe, and Seiler Adolphe in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Tokio-Maru, from Shangbai and ports: 
—Mersrs. J. Marshall, Masle, A. Oestmann, Ah Som, 
Mrs. E. Noble, Rev. Robt. Burnett, and 10 Japanese 
in cabin ; 2 Chinese and 280 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Brit. str. Malacca, for Hongkong via Hiogo 
and Nagasaki :—Revd. and Mrs. Davidson, Miss 
Witbeok, Lord and Lady Harris, Lord Zouche, Mr. 
and Mrs. Cheon Cheok Tong and 8 children, Messrs, 

. J. L. Hodges, Jansseu, A. Brassey, H. Gribble, 
M. Raspe, Tuffonell, A. R. Hewlett, C. H. Riply, 
V. Roehr, Cressy, Ho Siew Yae, Ho Lo Yae, Wong 
Lo Yae, Liong See Do, Choon Chuck, Meng Chie, 
Hoong Teng, and 14 Chinese in steerage. 

Por Jap. str. Hiroshima-.Varu, for Shanghai and 
ports :—Rev. Mr. and Mra. C. T. Blanchet and two 
children, Mr. and Mia. D. Farrell, Paymaster and 
Mrs. J.C. Sullivan and child, Mra. Marshall, Mr. 
and Mrs. N. J. Plum and two children, Messrs. C. 
E. Hill, C. T. Betelli, Danio, F. Marty, W. Eytel, 
Hoist, Fookee, E. H. Gill, F. B. W. Roger, G. W. 
Thomson, 9 Japanese and 10 Coreans in cabin. 

Per Jap. str. Niigata-Maru, from Hongkong via 
Kobe :—Mr. A. Peterson, v.8.N., Dr. Schenhe, Capt. 
Brinkley, Mr. H. J. Morse and 2 Japanese in cabin ; 
2 Chinese and 103 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Jap. str. Suminoye-Maru, from Hakodate :— 
Capt. Wade, Mr. Little,: Capt. Williama and crew 
of British barque Forward Ho, and 80 Japanese. 


2,119, for 
Maila and Goeueral, des. 


from Hongkong via Naga- 
Miss A. Heap, Revd, Mr, 
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2 COMMEBRCIATI CIRCULAR. 


Showing Duties payable, Prices realized, 


Yoxouama, 23np Decemper, 188}. 


IMPORTS. 


Quotations, and Estimated Sales of Goods in Yokohama, for the. period of 15 days trem 
7th December 1881, to the 21st December 1881, inclusive, 


Advices from home regarding silk have caused almost total stagnation in businees gencrally, and asa matter of courso imports have felt the 


attendant depression. 


The interval which has elapsed since our Jast circular has been devoid of any transactions of moment; and quotations are 


nominally as they stand, buyers hesitating to operate, and sellers seeing no prospect of promoting business by a reduction in current prices. Currency 
fluctuaticns to the extent of One to two per cent. are hourly, and the rate of exchange is entirely untrustworthy. 

YARNS :—Sales reported amount to 1,075 Bales against 2,747 Bales for the preceding period; making a total for the year to date of 63,319 Bales 
—viz.: 39,827 Bales 16,24; 10,707 Bales 28/32; 1,657 Bales 38/42; 2,697 Bales doubled, and 8,431 Bales Indians. 


SUGABE :—Consequent upon an advance in China sellers are firm and ask higher ptices. Market quiet. 
KEROSENE :—Market very quiet with no transactions since last mail. The Cora cleared for Kobe with 43,000 cases of her original carge. 
100 Dollars Mexican = 311 Silver Boos. 


133 Ibs. == 1 Picul, 


DUTY PAID. 


DUTY CALCULATED 


0-4019 % picul. 


IN PRICES AT WHICH PERS, ere eee 
> MEXICAN DOLLARS: piace BREH quorarions. |(From 7th December to 21st December}: 
COTTON PIECE GOODS. | 7 
Drills, American, 40 yds. 30 in. 14 Ibs. ... see te 0.0241 Y 10 yds. |¢ ——_ # pc.| $2.55 @ 3.50 pieces. 
Prints, assorted, 24 ,, 30,, oo oo 0.0241 5 4 1.85 @ 2.00 ” 1.09 @ 3.00 2,200 -» 
Satins (cotton) tes seen sie 0.0643 5, 55 ——  Pyd| 0113 @ 0.12 —_-— ‘oe 
Shirtings, Grey, 384 yds. 39 in. wis 0.0281 5, 55 _ R pe| 1.40 @ 1.90 -_-- » 
is » 88k, 394, “3 0.0281 4 2.05——— _,, | 1.75 @ 2.35 850 es 
is 6 88h 454, ey 0.0321 ya» 2.25 @ 230 ,. | 2.20 @ 2.75 2,000 i 
” . A n 395 0.0321 » » 2.85———— ” = 1,000 - 
T. Cloth, 82 in. 6 lbs. ane oo -_—— » 1.20 @ 1.60 ” 
‘ i et eC mer {0.0241 4, See BN Ss @ els Ze 
Turkey Reds, 24yde.30in. lb. 1. 1. Aes a oe 
shee 2% 4 30, 2 » @2blb... Sites —_ _ ——— — 
See ihe 24 4, 30,, 2 ,, Woz, .. [C0024 4, oe eee « — 2 
pecs 24, 2045-9 Ibbe le eee we ———_,, | 1.60 @ 2.20 — a 
Velvets (black) 35 ,, 22,, ah Per ae ai 0.0643 4, 4, 6.50 @ 7.50 = 1,480 ee 
Victoria Lawns, 12 ,, 42,, ose oe oe as. 0.0321 4, 55 —- _ ,, 0.60 @ 0.80 o 
Cotton Italians, 35 4, 32,,  .. ave a nate 0.0643 4, 4, Pyd.| 010 @ 0.15 = ” 
COTION YARN. b * 
Nos. 16 reversed =... ery) res ooo ae ] ——- ¥ pe, od — __—ibalea. 
» 20 vee . oe e ° ace oN —_—_— » 
» 16@% ages * 9 81.35 @ 33.123 ,, ae 400 a 
» 28@ 82 a ad ia 33.00 @ 33.85 ,, ae 225, ie 
» 33 @ 42 oe . . wee 36.00 __—._ __ so o 
» 32doubled... eae ue ase _— » o 
io oe ieee. ke v» | $1.6077  picul. | 39.70 us ——— 25 % ; 
a» ©<60 5, he oe 57.00 45 ——. 5 es 
» 80 5 o ie 77.00——-—-_., _ 10 n 
» 100 ,, oe 97.00: Pe —__— 56 ” 
Indian No. 10 i ie “ ae 14 rr » 
oF ote ak Si a He Fray Bai i 
- » 16 ory on or a ae awe {I 155 . 
a gn 80 ree, Mahe Me td Stee eee 220 
WOOLLENS AND MIX'LUBES. 
Alpaca, 40 yds.32in... 0. sense nee wee, | (0.0965 Y 10 yes. — 
Blankets, assorted, 6 lbs. (4 green 4 scarlet) ae ———- 100 
oe 7 5 Ibs. (70 scarlet 30 green) ... See 1.6077 Y picul. -_-— i. 
” ” 5} Ibs. (all green) ase ry ee ————- ———- 1,000 pairs 
Cloth, all wool, 54 @64lbs. .., . . ane 0.0965 Y 10 yds. 0.80 © 1.50 
» Pilots, 54 @ 64,, fees, . aN v.30 @ 0.60 
» Presidents, 54 @ 64 ,, ae a ose Be 0.3215 under 55 in. to 0.60 @ 90.70 
»» Union, 54 @ 56 ,, os oi a ute { 0.4019 exceeding 55 in, 0.35 @ 0.60 
Italian Cloth, 82in.... 24. ase ase, nue in width ¥ 10 yds, —— » 0.25 @ 0.40 
Mousselines de Laine (plain & stripes), 24 yds. 31 in... 0.09659 10 yds. | 0.153@ 0.15%, 0.16} @ 0.19% 3,500 _— pieces 
<6 pe ae (figured). ates tee | 0.0965 —— |, | 025 @ 0.40 
SUGAR. ‘ 
White, Jimpah, No.1 ae fate $7.70 @ 8.30 
»  Khihpah, ,, 2 ee ses | 7.20 @ 7.60 
»  Kokfoh, ,, 3 a 0.3215 P picul. | 6.30 @ 7.10 —— 18,000 piculs stock. _ 
>»  Kungfun, ,, 4 570 (@ 6.60 
»  Gnihpah, ,, 6 . i on 5.00 @ 5.50 J ¥ 
Brown, Formosa, bags on on ou 0.1286 4, 5 aie g vate Gee, 16,000 Plena toe 
»  Amoy.., aes see ane ane ove one -_— 
METALS &. 
Tron, Flat and Round ae oes eee chs a 0.0965 Y picul. Ppel.| $2.50 @ $285 
» Assorted Nail-rods, (assorted) 0.0965 5, »» _——- » 2.30 @ 3.12 
»_ Pig aoe oes ae one 0.0482 5 » —_—— 1.40 @ 1.60 
Lead, Pig oe oo ae 0.2572 ” —_—— » 5.80 @ 6.00 
Quicksilver .., os on oo oe or on 1.9292 5 » —_ » 
Steel, Swedish ee nee one ase one 0.1930 ,, 4, —-— » 3.80 @ 4.55 
‘Tin Plates .., ass ee ae aoe wee one 0.2251 B 120 tbs. Y box] 480 @ 4.90 
Kerosene Oil ... 0 ove “nd one ee ooo 5°}, ad valorem. —— P case] 2.15 ———_ Nominal Stock 136,000 cases. 
Raw Cotton... —— ¥ pel. 10.00 @ 15.00 
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STAPLH HXPORTS. 


SILK.—Our Jast report was dated 9th inst. From the various consuming centres no encouragement whatever to operate has been received, 
eomsequently a smalt business only has to be noted, sales to foreigners during the past ten weeks appearing as about 650 bales, fairly divided as regards 
deseriptions, Kakedas excepted. A decline of $5 to $15 per picul has been submitted to; the former on Oshiu, Hamatski descriptions and the latter on 
Fiilatures and Kakedas. By holders a more marked reduction is quoted, but when actual quality offered is considered, the illusion is manifest. 


Arrivals have exceeded sales and the stock in Yokohama is estimated at fully 10,50 shipping bales. Holders show unmistakeably that they 
ave uncasy, bat so far do not press their Silks at any marked decline, which would have to be submitted to before buyers would operate freely. 


Toran Kxrortr rrom lst Juux ro Dars. 1880-81. 1881-82 
London ... one os = . ooo oe on see eee ae 2,182 Bales. 1,897 Bales. 
France and Italy oe ae eee oe we ase ae oo = 4095 3,725 os 
United States ... one os woe oe wee one oe oo one 8,129 ,,- 2,576 yp 

9,406 Bales. re 8,198 Bales. 


TEA.—The demand reported in our last issue still continuing all Tens from Good Medium downwards shew a further advance and nat've holders 


are firm in supporting prices: Supplies come in slowly from the country and stocks in consequence are light. Fine and higher grades are not in demand 
and prices are more or nowinal. 


Settlements since date of last mail report amount to piculs 3500 and arrivals during said periad being only very moderate, stocks in first hands are 


Qur total export from Japan to close of present year may be estimated in round figures as 31,500,000 lbs. and unless some decided improvement 
takes place on the home markets total export for season 1881-82 will probably not exceed 35 @ 36 million pounds. 


DESCRIPTION. PRICES PER PICUL. REMARKS. 

SILE:— : 
BMayebssti and Sinshiu; 14 @ 2 Hanks ... ae: re ae $630 to $640 per picul. |) 

cay pier | ie eet Wh sara SS 610 to 625 is 

rs ie 8S het renee 590. to 603, 

Bs 2 3 and lower... on o- a 520 ta 670 ” bs 
Kakedas ; Good Bes hee Peet Oe Le a es 650 to 670 cs } Market weak. 
Filatures; Best oo 710 to 740 ay 

es Good a6. woe 675 to 700 i 

Hamatski; Medium to Good 505 to 525 e 
Sendasiand: Oetiia’ josh eel ee ANG RS =eitoe ot J 
TEA s— 
Common... a oe as ow oo ove oe =} $11.00 and under. 
pre agen Ngee RE He00 to brow An advance of §1 on last quotations. 
Good Medium 4 se oe 4 ary one $22.00 to §25.00 : 
Fine a os — to — 
Finest... Ree — to —-— ‘Prices for these grades more or less nominal. 
@hoice ... eS — t — J 


EXCHANGE. 


Since lest mail, principally on account of the very limited business dono, exchange has undergone little or no alteration. * 
Silver has unde: gone many fluctuations and closcs at 51}3. 


Os Lospon.—Rank i 88. 93d. . Ox HonxeKonc.—Bank. 

- 9 - i ” Private . 
oe. a Credits » SAN FRANCISCcO.—Bank . 
oo fa do. ” ” Private . 
» Parrs.—Bank. . » New YorRK.—Bank . 

em he Credits ” ” Private 

» SBANGHRAI—Bank 

rt ve Private 


Paper currency, 170 per $100. 


a 
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